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This  is  at  the  rate  of  3.8  per  cent  increase  over  the  pre- 
ceding year  as  against  4.4  for  the  latter  over  the  year  1895. 

Total  deficiency,  1897 $11,411,779.65 

Total  deficiency,  1896 8,127,088.44 

Increase  of  deficiency 3,284,691.21 

These  comparisons  are  not  upon  their  face  favorable; 
yet  an  analysis  of  the  quarterly  statements  of  receipts 
and  expenditures  upon  which  they  are  founded  will  afford 
some  ground  for  encx)uragement. 

For  example,  though  the  receipts  for  the  first  three 
quarters  of  the  fiscal  year  now  under  review  show  a 
decrease  as  compared  with  corresponding  quarters  of  the 
iDoreoae  of  re-  prcvious  fiscal  year,  the  receipts  for  the  last  quarter  of 
^^^'  1897  (the  first  full  quarter  of  the  present  administration) 

show  an  increase  of  over  2  per  cent;  and  advanced  returns 
from  postmasters  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  fiscal 
year  indicate  a  still  more  pronounced  increase,  amounting 
to  about  8  per  cent. 

Again,  though  there  was  an  increase  of  4.2  per  cent  in 
the  expenditures  for  the  quarter  ending  June  30, 1896,  over 
the  corresponding  quarter  of  the  previous  year,  and  a  like 
increase  of  3.5  per  cent  during  the  first  quarter  of  1897,  the 
quarter  ending  June  30,  1897,  shows  a  reduction  in  the 
ratio  of  expenditure  to  a  trifle  over  3  per  cent,  and  the  ratio 
of  increase  in  expenditures  during  the  whole  fiscal  year  was 
reduced  to  3.8  per  cent,  as  against  4.4  per  cent  in  1896,  not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  during  the  fiscal  year  1897  nearly 
Pftymentfl  on  $300,000  was  expended  on  account  of  the  previous  year,  and 

ftccount  of  pro*  m.  w         f 

TioQsyear.  the  further  fact  that  several  heavy  items  of  expenditure 
not  included  in  the  previous  year's  business  were  included 
in  the  postal  budget  of  1897  by  appropriations  made  by 
Congress. 

I  append  an  estimate  of  the  revenues  and  expenditures, 
submitted  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  tl)e 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899: 

Total  postal  revenue  for  1897 $82,665,462.73 

Add  5  per  cent 4,133,273.13 

Estimated  revenue  for  1898 86, 798, 735. 8ff 

Add  7  per  cent 6,075,911.51 

Ettimttos   for  Total  estimated  revenue  for  1899 92, 874, 647. 37 

UMuidl890.      Estimated  expenditures  for  1899 98,922,760.00 

Deficiency  for  1899,  estimated 6,048,112.68 

While  the  ordinary  principles  that  govern  the  commer- 
cial world  should  undoubtedly  be  applied  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable to  the  management  of  this  great  business  depart- 
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nient  of  the  Govemment  to  the  end  that  economies  may 
prevail,  and  at  the  same  time  efficient  service  be  main- 
tained, it  must  be  remembered  that  the  acts  of  Congress 
regulate  in  a  great  measure  both  the  receipts  and  expen-    BeeeiDts  and 
ditures  of  the  Department,  so  that  the  final  results  areurfleijregnutad 
largely  determined  by  factors  not  absolutely  under  the  ^ 
control  of  those  who  administer  its  affairs. 

This  is  especially  made  apparent  by  the  laws  of  Congress 
which  control  second-class  mail  matter,  under  the  require- 
ments of  which  an  excess  of  expenditares  over  receipts 
has  been  incurred  during  the  last  fiscal  year  amounting 
to  many  millions  of  dollars  more  than  the  entire  postal 
deficit  for  the  year. 

OAUSE  OF  THE  INORBASED  DEFICIT. 

Examination  of  the  detailed  tables  of  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures which  are  presented  in  this  report  will,  I  think, 
demonstrate  very  clearly  that  the  increase  of  the  postal 
deficit  for  1897  is  largely  a  reflex  of  the  depressed  busi- 
ness conditions  which  prevailed  all  over  the  United  States 
during  the  first  three  quarters  of  that  period.  There  has 
been  no  extravagance  of  expenditure,  except  that  rendered 
obligatory  by  law.  On  the  contrary,  the  operations  of  the 
Department  in  all  its  branches  have  been  conducted  with 
a  close  regard  to  economy  and  proper  basiness  methods,  DeHeit  dae  to 
and  at  an  actual  saving  in  percentage  over  the  previous  sion,  and  ahuM 
year.  All  its  officers  have  been  held  to  a  strict  accounta-  ^atMf^^ 
bility,  and  have  shown  commendable  zeal  and  fidelity  in 
the  discharge  of  their  duties.  There  has  simply  been  a 
falling  off  in  the  amount  of  business  done,  or  rather  the 
increase  of  business  which  would  normally  result  from 
the  growth  of  population  and  wealth  has  been  checked  by 
adverse  influences. 

The  money-order  system,  an  accurate  barometer  of  com- 
mercial activity,  which  for  thirty-two  years  previously  had 
shown  a  constantly  increasing  percentage  of  receipts  over 
expenditures,  returned  last  year  only  2  per  cent  increase, 
as  against  7  per  cent  the  year  preceding.  The  income 
from  registration  decreased  4  per  cent.  There  was  not  the 
usual  increase  in  the  number  of  letters  carried  at  first-class 
postage  rates,  or  of  third  or  fourth  class  matter,  all  of  which  * 
classes  yield  a  considerable  profit.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
there  was  an  increase  of  16,000,000  pounds,  or  4f  x>®r  cent 
in  the  weight  of  second-class  mail  matter  carried,  at  a  loss 
of  more  than  7  cents  a  pound ;  and,  owing  to  the  exigencies 
of  a  Presidential  election,  the  bulk  of  frankable  matter 
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handled,  free  of  charge,  was  probably  more  than  doabled. 
In  the  conditions  above  enumerated  lie  the  causes  of  the 
increased  deficiency. 

I  confidently  anticipate,  as  the  unfavorable  comparison 
of  receipts  with  expenditures  has  thus  resulted  in  great 
part  from  the  depression  of  all  industries  in  the  United 
States,  that  under  the  improved  basiness  conditions  now 
prevailing  throughout  the  country  the  revenues  and  ezi>end- 
itures  of  the  Post-Office  Department  will  soon  adjust  them- 
selves more  nearly  on  lines  of  equality.  Progress  in  this 
direction  is  already  apparent,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe 
that  its  momentum  will  be  accelerated  as  the  fiscal  year 
advances. 

LOSS  OV  SEOOND-CLASS  HATTER. 

The  injustice  inflicted  both  upon  the  postal  revenues  and 

the  people  by  existing  laws  regulating  the  carrying  of 

second-class  mail  matter  has  been  represented  to  Congress 

History  of  MO- 1^  reports  from  this  Department  for  ten  years  past  with 

rad^uaoiogiii*-  cumulative  force,  but  without  effect  In  remedial  legislation. 

By  acts  of  Congress  passed  in  1874, 1879, 1885,  and  1894, 
a  privileged  class  has  been  created,  entitled  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States  mail  service  either  free  of  charge  or  at  a 
cost  far  below  the  price  the  Government  is  compelled  to 
pay  the  railroad  companies  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  thus  carried.  The  right  thus  conferred  is  entirely 
distinct  from  the  right  to  frank  official  documents,  which 
is  given  to  Members  of  Congress  and  the  officials  of  the 
Executive  Departments  and  other  public  servants.  It  is 
bestowed  upon  persons  engaged  in  private  enterprises,  and 
inures  simply  to  their  emolument,  without  any  appreciable 
benefit  to  the  public  at  large,  while  the  loss  on  this  service, 
now  amounting  to  more  than  $26,000,000  a  year,  is  defrayed 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  taxation  drawn  from  all  classes  of 
the  people. 

The  earliest  concession — one  to  which  little  or  no  objec- 
tion on  the  ground  of  public  policy  has  ever  been  raised — 
was  made  to  publishers  of  country  newspapers,  and  per- 
mitted them  to  send  one  copy  of  their  paper  free  to  each 
subscriber  living  within  the  county  of  publication.  This 
was  followed  up  by  granting  to  publishers  of  newspapers 
*  the  right  to  send  out  their  issues  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
county  at  a  nominal  price  of  1  cent  a  pound.  To  this 
also  no  serious  objection  was  made,  so  long  as  the  exercise 
of  the  privilege  was  confined  to  legitimate  newspapers. 

But  when,  by  subsequent  legislation,  paper-covered 
novels  and  reprints  of  books  were  included  under  the 
cent-a-pound  clause,  as  ^< periodicals"  or  '< supplements"; 


REPORT  OF  THE  POSTICASTEB-QENBRAL. 

when  80-called  newspapers,  or  hoase  organs,  issued  pri- 
marily for  advertising  purposes  for  the  benefit  of  business 
firmS|  and  when  publications  claiming  to  emanate  from  fra- 
ternal or  benevolent  societies  were  given  the  right  of  trans- 
mittal at  1  cent  a  pound,  and  the  same  rate  was  established 
for  the  return  of  unsold  papers  and  periodicals,  the  abuses 
of  the  system  became  apparent,  but  the  difficulty  of  correct- 
ing the  evil  seems  to  have  grown  in  exact  ratio  with  its 
demands  on  the  Treasury. 

The  weight  of  mail  matter  carried  under  provisions  of 
the  law,  originally  intended  to  confer  a  public  benefit,  but 
since  perverted  to  purposes  of  wrong  and  injustice,  is  in- 
creasing in  ominous  proportions.  Its  growth,  stated  in 
round  figures,  has  been  as  foUows: 

Poimdt. 


Ponodi.      nf    nnproAtiibto 
1S83 801, 000, 000  tadiwM. 

1894 300,000,000 

1896 312,000,000 

1896 349,000,000 

1897 306,000,000 


1S88 143,000,000 

1889 190,000,000 

1890 306,000,000 

1891 232,000,000 

1892 282,000,000 

The  cost  to  the  Government  of  transmitting  the  365,- 
000,000  pounds  of  second-class  mail  matter  carried  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  is  estimated  at  $29,000,000 ;  the  postal 
revenue  received  from  it  is  estimated  at  $3,000,000,  leaving 
a  loss,  on  transportation  alone,  of  $26,000,000. 

These  figures  convey  their  own  comment.  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  continue  the  present  system  of  second-class  mail 
transportation  without  eventuiJly  swamping  the  revenues 
of  the  postal  service. 

A  bill  (H.  B.  4566)  was  &vorably  reported  to  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Ck>ngress  to  remedy  this  wrong,  but  failed  of  pas- 
sage. It  is  proposed  to  exclude  from  second-class  rates 
paper-covered  books,  whether  purporting  to  be  ^'  premiums  " 
or  << supplements;"  to  regulate  the  transmission  of  so-called 
sample  copies;  to  increase  the  rate  of  postage  on  returned 
publications,  and  to  limit  and  control  the  admission  to 
second-class  rates  of  publications  of  self-styled  benevolent 
societies. 

I  earnestly  hope  that  this  or  some  similar  measure  may 
be  enacted  into  law  during  the  coming  session  of  Congress. ,  BMsedi^iM. 
If  thi8  were  done  there  tcauld  be  an  end  to  postal  deficits j  and 
the  service  could  be  enlarged  and  popularized  by  a  broad 
extension  of  free  delivery  without  infringement  upon  the 
general  resources  of  the  Oovemment,  and  eventually  result  in 
the  much-desired  reduction  of  letter  postage  to  1  cent  per 
ounce. 


i 
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OONSOLIDATION  OF  POST-OFFICES* 

Among  many  methods  of  perfecting  the  organization  of 
the  service  which  have  been  from  time  to  time  saggestedi 
none  has  proved  more  efifective  than  the  consolidation  of 
post-offices.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  development  of 
this  system  has  been  retarded  by  restrictions  placed  upon 
it  by  legislation,  bat  as  these  limitations  are  clearly  prcon- 
dicial  to  the  public  interests,  it  is  expected  that  they  will 
not  be  oontinned. 

The  present  relations  of  postmasters  and  other  local 
officers  toward  the  heads  of  the  Department  have  been 
aptiy  compared  by  one  of  my  predecessors  to  those  of  an 
army  organized  in  companies,  without  regiments  or  bri- 
BaUon?f  wrtee  gadcs,  80  that  the  company  captain  makes  his  report  to 
needed.  ^^^  general  commanding,  and  is  subject  to  no  supervision 

or  control  except  such  as  can  be  directed  from  headquar- 
ters. It  is  obvious  that  an  organization  of  this  character 
is  not  likely  to  produce  the  best  results. 

Postmaster-General  Wanamaker  suggested  the  division 
of  the  country  into  a  certain  number  of  postal  districts, 
and  placing  all  the  post-offices  of  each  district  under  the 
immediate  charge  of  a  supervisor,  who  should  have  power 
to  regulate  all  details  of  administration  under  such  rules 
as  might  be  prescribed  by  the  Department,  and  with  the 
cooperation  of  the  regular  post-office  inspectors.  Neither 
this  plan,  nor  a  similar  scheme  suggested  by  Postmaster- 
Greneral  Bissell,  to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  post-offices 
for  each  State,  commended  itself  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  Gongress. 

But  my  immediate  predecessor  found  it  practicable,  witii- 
out  asking  for  any  change  in  existing  law,  to  put  in  opera- 
tion a  plan  which  tended  to  promote  the  discipline  and 
efficiency  of  the  service  without  enhancing  its  cost.  This 
consisted  in  the  consolidation  of  post-offices  where  two  or 
e^oi^^^ol^^^^  offices  were  immediately  contiguous.  The  manner  of 
^<^-  consolidation  is  quite  simple.    One  free-delivery  office, 

after  proper  investigation,  is  selected  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  as  the  central  office,  and  the  other  offices,  without 
change  of  name  or  obliteration  of  their  identity,  are  con- 
stituted stations  or  substations,  and  are  placed  in  charge 
of  a  superintendent  or  clerk  reporting  to  and  directed  by 
the  postmaster  of  the  central  office  with  which  they  are 
consolidated.  Thus  in  one  instance  during  the  last  year 
as  many  as  eight  postmasters  were  dispensed  with  by  one 
consolidation,  and  instead  of  there  being  fiine  independent 


REPORT   OF  THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL.  9 

I)08t'Office8,  each  with  its  separate  set  of  accounts,  all  repoHr 
ing  to  and  managed  from  the  Department  at  Washington^ 
there  is  now  bat  one  office  brought  into  direct  communica- 
tion with  the  Department;  increased  vigilance  of  direct 
supervision  is  established,  and  concentration  of  responsi- 
bility is  secured.  The  salaries  of  the  postmasters  of  the 
offices  changed  to  stations  are  abolished,  and  the  superin- 
tendents or  clerks  placed  in  charge  of  them  are  paid  out 
of  the  appropriation  for  clerk  hire. 

Wherever  consolidations  of  this  kind  have  been  effected  co^Jaid^Sm.  ^ 
the  result  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  item  of  salaries  of 
unnecessary  postmasters,  an  increase,  of  less  amount,  in  the 
salaries  of  working  superintendents  and  clerks,  a  net  saving 
in  the  total  cost,  and  a  marked  advancement  in  the  disci- 
pline and  efficiency  of  the  service. 

The  development  of  this  wholesale  improvement  in  postal 
administration  was  checked  to  some  extent  by  the  inser- 
tion of  the  following  clause  in  the  law  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  postal  service  for  the  fiscal  year  1896 : 

Provided,  That  no  post-office  established  at  any  county  seat  shall  be 
abolished  or  discontinued  by  reason  of  any  consolidation  of  post  offices 
made  by  the  Postmaster-General  under  existing  law,  and  any  such 
post-office  at  a  county  seat  heretofore  consolidated  shall  be  estab- 
lished as  a  separate  poet-office  at  saoh  county  seat:  Pr(nAded,  however^ 
That  this  provision  shall  not  apply  to  the  city  of  Cambridge,  Massa- 
chusetts, or  to  Towson,  Maryland :  jind  provided  further f  That  here- 
after no  station,  sub-station,  or  branch  post-office  shall  be  established 
beyond  the  corporate  limits  or  boundaries  of  any  city  or  town  in  which 
the  principal  office  to  which  such  station,  sub-station,  or  branch  office 
is  attached  is  located,  except  in  cases  of  villages,  towns,  or  cities  of 
fifteen  hundred  or  more  inhabitants  not  distant  more  than  five  miles 
as  near  as  may  be  irom  the  outer  boundary  or  limits  of  such  city  or 
town  in  which  the  principal  office  is  located. 

I  trust  that  this  provision,  which  had  its  origin  in  local  ^t^^  xtgiS- 
causes,  will  be  repealed.  ^  recommend. 

SALARIES  OF  POSTMASTERS. 

In  file  adjustment  of  the  salaries  of  first,  second,  and 
third  class  postmasters  (ranging  from  $1,000  to  $6,000  per 
annum)  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  under  the  provisions 
of  an  act  passed  March  3,  1883,  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  to  verify  the  quarterly  return^  of  the  postmas- 
ters by  comparison  with  the  records  of  the  Auditor  for  the 
Post-Office  Department.  But  to  do  this  under  existing 
conditions  requires  the  temporary  withdrawal  from  the 
Auditor's  office  of  nearly  16,000  quarterly  returns.  I 
approve  the  suggestion  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster- 
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General  that  a  change  in  the  law  be  made  which  would 
lessen  this  labor. 

The  readjustments  of  salaries  for  the  present  fiscal  year 
show  an  increase  in  the  compensation  of  the  3,733  post- 
masters, falling  under  the  provisions  of  the  law,  of  $230,800, 
and  a  reduction  of  compensation  amounting  to  $133,200, 
leaving  a  net  increase  of  $97,600. 

RENTAL  OF  BUILDINGS. 

Of  the  914  postoffices  and  stations  in  the  United  States 
240  were  in  Government  buildings  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal 
year,  and  about  twenty  additional  public  buildings  were 
nearing  completion,  which,  when  occupied  by  post-officcSy 
will  result  in  an  annual  saving  of  $48,000.  Eight  hundred 
and  thirty- two  post  offices  and  stations  and  substations 
are  in  leased  buildings,  the  rentals  amounting  to  nearly 
$800,000  a  year. 

It  is  edtimated  that  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  present 

ownerSip*  of  *PP^^P^^**^^^  ^^^  '®°*  *^^  ^^^  years  would  enable  the  Gov- 
bniidiBgs.         emment  to  own  every  post-office  and  postal  station  now  in 

a  leased  building. 

In  the  meantime,  and  until  Congress  desires  to  take 
some  action  in  this  direction,  it  is  suggested  that  a  very 
great  saving  to  the  Government  would  result  from  author- 
ity to  increase  the  period  for  which  the  Department  is 
authorized  to  lease  buildings  for  post-office  purposes  from 
five  to  ten  years. 

DBAD  LETTERS. 

IS'otwithstanding  continued  efforts  on  the  part  of  this 
Department  to  enjoin  upon  the  public  reasonable  care  in 
the  addressing  of  letters  and  precautions  to  insure  the 
return,  unopened,  to  the  senders  of  any  undelivered  mail 
matter,  the  daily  record  of  dead  letters  returned  to  the 
Department  for  disposal  has  averaged  20,000  for  every 
business  day  in  the  year.  It  is  a  curious  feature  of  this 
misdirected  service  that  over  50  per  cent  of  it  comes  from 
the  great  business  centers.  Twenty-eight  thousand  letters 
were  mailed  during  the  year  without  any  address  what- 
ever. More  than  $30,000,  chiefly  in  small  sums,  were  taken 
out  of  imperfectly  addressed  letters  or  found  in  communi- 
cations addressed  to  persons  or  firms  engaged  in  business 
pronounced  fraudulent  and  denied  the  use  of  the  mails. 
Twenty-three  thousand  dollars  of  this  amount  has  either 
been  handed  back  to  the  senders  or  delivered  (when  un- 
tainted by  fraud)  to  the  persons  for  whom  the  remittances 
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were  intended,  and  $4,000  is  reported  as  remaining  in  the 
bands  of  postmasters  awaiting  delivery.  These  figures  do 
not  inclade  drafts,  checks,  notes,  deeds,  and  other  valu- 
able documents  sent  to  the  dead-letter  office,  which  on 
their  face  represented  a  total  value  exceeding  $896,000. 

The  amount  of  money  derived  from  dead-letter  mail  mat- 
ter during  the  year  and  not  returnable,  which  was  turned 
over  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General  for  deposit 
in  the  Treasury,  was  $8,302. 

MONSY-OBDEB  8TATISTI0S. 

The  total  number  of  money-order  offices  at  the  end  of 
tiie  year  was  20,031.  There  were  but  419  money-order 
offices  in  the  United  States  in  1865,  the  year  in  which  the 
system  was  established,  and  the  cost  of  the  service  in  that 
year  was  $7,000  greater  than  the  receipts.  In  the  past 
fiscal  year  the  receipts  for  money  orders  yielded  an  excess 
over  expenses  of  $790,000.  The  number  of  international 
money-order  offices  issuing  orders  upon  foreign  countries 
with  whom  we  have  money-order  conventions  increased  122 
during  the  year,  the  total  number  being  now  3,011.  Both 
home  and  foreign  service  reflected  the  general  business  con- 
ditions. There  was  a  &lling  off  of  about  4  per  cent  in  the 
amoonts  remitted  from  the  United  States  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  an  increase  of  about  the  same  proportion  in  the 
amount  of  remittances  made  in  foreign  countries  to  resi- 
dents of  the  United  States. 

I  heartily  indorse  the  renewed  recommendation  of  the„J^*j%|;» 
First  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  that  suitable  bonds  ^'^^^■'c^ 
should  be  required  of  clerks  who  handle  money-order  fiinds. 
The  transactions  of  a  system  which  involves  remittances, 
foreign  and  domestic,  amounting  to  at  least  $190,000,000  a 
year  are  too  vast  to  permit  of  methods  other  than  those  of 
undoubted  security. 

FBEE  DELIYEBY. 

Free  delivery,  the  branch  of  the  postal  service  which 
oomes  closer  to  the  people  than  any  other,  has  made  notable 
progress.  It  was  retarded  somewhat  during  the  fiscal  year 
1896-97  by  insufficient  appropriations,  and  though  many 
cities  which  came  within  the  requirements  of  the  law  by 
showing  a  population  of  10,000  or  more,  or  gross  postal 
receipts  of  $10,000  or  upward,  asked  for  inclusion  in  the 
ftve-delivery  system,  n6ne  could  be  admitted  because  the 
amount  provided  by  Gongress  for  that  year  was  barely  suf- 
ficient to  supply  the  needs  of  the  service  as  already  estab- 
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lisbed.  With  the  commencement  of  the  present  fiscal  year 
a  special  appropriation  became  available  for  the  extension 
of  the  city  free  delivery.  All  the  more  important  offices  now 
entitled  to  free  delivery  will  soon  receive  the  advantages 
of  that  service. 

Several  progressive  movements  in  this  service  have  been 
inangnrated  or  extended  daring  the  year,  a  detailed  account 
of  which  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  First  Assistant 
Fostmaster-Gteneral. 

FREE  RURAL  DELIVERY. 

In  the  experimental  extension  of  free  delivery  to  the 
rural  districts  some  interesting  results  have  been  obtained. 
This  service,  commenced  in  October,  1896,  has  been  carried 
on  for  a  year  over  selected  routes  in  twenty-nine  States 
under  such  varying  conditions  as  to  give  the  experiment 
the  fairest  and  fullest  test.  Congress  placed  $40,000  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Department  for  this  purpose  in  the  fiscal 
year  1896-97,  and  provided  $50,000  for  a  continuation  of 
the  experiment  during  the  present  fiscal  year.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  point  to  any  like  expenditure  of  public  money 
which  has  been  more  generously  appreciated  by  the  people, 
or  which  has  conferred  greater  benefits  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  expended. 

The  response  from  each  community  in  which  rural  de- 
livery has  been  introduced  is  that,  rather  than  have  it 
discontinued  after  once  experiencing  its  benefits,  most  of 
the  people  served  would  willingly  defray  the  cost  them- 
selves, either  by  paying  the  salaries  of  the  carriers  or  by 
^emandf  or  submitting  to  au  increase  of  postage  for  rural  delivery. 

The  advantages  of  being  able  to  receive  a  daily  news- 
paper, so  as  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  news  of  the  world 
and  with  the  condition  of  the  markets  which  regulate  the 
price  of  their  products,  and  the  enhancement  of  comfort 
in  having  the  mails  collected  and  delivered  daily  at  their 
homes  instead  of  having  to  ride  or  walk  in  all  inclemencies 
of  weather  to  the  nearest  post-office  or  railway  station,  have 
been  appreciated,  and  many  expressions  of  gratitude  have 
reached  the  Department  from  the  beneficiaries  of  this 
system. 

Another  noticeable  fact  is  the  loyal  service  of  the  car- 
riers employed  in  the  rural  districts.  Though  receiving  a 
maximum  pay  of  but  $300  a  year  and  furnishing  their  own 
means  of  conveyance,  many  of  those  men  ride  20  or  30 
miles  a  day  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  over  every  description 
of  road,  and  often  across  farms  where  there  are  no  roads 
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at  all,  with  cbeerftd  alacrity.  The  farmers  themaelves 
£acilitate  the  service  as  much  as  possible  by  placing  boxes 
at  conyenient  points  for  the  reception  of  mail.  In  every 
instance  the  introduction  of  the  service  has  resulted  in  an 
increase  of  the  amount  of  mail  matter  handled.  There  is  .  Free  nuAi  de- 
no  doubt  of  the  desire  wherever  the  system  has  been  tried  postal  boBineM. 
that  it  should  be  made  permanent.  There  is  equally  no 
doubt  in  my  mind  that,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Koads  of  the  Fifty-fourth 
Congress,  the  continuance  of  rural  postal  delivery  <^will 
elevate  the  standard  of  intelligence  and  promote  the  wel- 
fare of  the  people."  It  has  unquestionably  proved  itself  a 
potent  factor  in  the  attainment  of  what  should  be  one  of 
the  chief  aims  of  our  Government,  the  granting  of  the  best 
possible  postal  facilities  to  the  farmer  and  his  family,  wbo  it  ii  iiw  th* 
have,  in  the  past,  and  not  without  good  cause  perhaps, 
thought  that  the  Government  did  not  consider  them  en- 
titled to  improved  service,  while  the  residents  of  cities  and 
towns,  with  infinitely  more  CQpiforts  in  everyday  life,  are 
given  every  blessing  that  the  Department  can  bestow. 

THE  ])IAIL  TRANSPORTATION  SERVICE. 

The  extent  of  the  mail  service  of  the  United  States  and 
the  great  demands  which  its  continued  and  successful 
development  make  upon  the  capacities  and  fidelity  of  those 
actively  engaged  in  the  service  can  be  shown  in  a  condensed 
form  by  a  few  groups  of  figures  taken  from  the  tabulated 
statements  annexed  to  this  report. 

The  inland  mail  routes  daily  traversed  by  the  x>ostal 
service  extend  over  470,000  miles.  The  total  number  of 
mUes  traveled  in  the  inland  mail  service  during  the  past 
fiscal  year  was  close  upon  421,000,000  and  the  cost  was 
#49,862,074.  That  proper  economy  was  maintained  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  though  there  was  an  increase  of 
over  11,462,000  miles  in  the  distances  included  in  the  serv- 
ice the  increase  of  expense  was  considerably  less  than 
5  per  cent — the  smallest  ratio  of  increase,  with  one  excep- 
tion, in  ten  years. 

In  detail  the  tables  show  that  the  transportation  over 
railroad  routes  covered  173,475  miles,  over  which  the  annual 
mail  travel  was  273,190,356  miles — an  increase  of  more  than 
1,250,000  miles,  at  an  extra  cost  of  less  than  $1,230,000. 

The  advertised  bids  for  the  next  fiscal  year  contemplate 
an  extension  of  2,700,000  miles  of  railroad  mail  travel  in 
the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver. 
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Post-Offiob  Depabtment, 
Washington^  D.  0.,  October  25^  1897. 
To  the  Pbesibbnt  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  present  this  report  of  the  operations 
of  the  Post-Office  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1897,  sapplemented,  as  is  cnstomary,  by  snch 
additional  information  bearing  apon  the  conduct  of  the 
service  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  present  fiscal  year 
as  is  available  and  of  interestr  It  is  proper  to  note  that 
two-thirds  of  the  year  had  elapsed  before  I  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  my  duties.  Therefore  this  report,  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  fiscal  year  1897,  must  be  necessarily,  to 
a  large  degree,  a  record  of  the  workings  of  the  Depart- 
ment under  the  direction  of  my  predecessor. 

The  following  statement  shows,  in  brief,  the  financial 
operations  of  the  Department  for  the  year: 

REVUNUSS  AKD  XXFBNDITUKE8. 

Ordinjuy  postal  revenue $81,696,281.67 

Receipts  firom  money-order  bneineea 967, 181. 06 

Total  receipts  from  all  soaroes 82,665,462.73 

Total  expenditure  for  the  serrice  of  the  year,  not  includ- 
ing earnings  of  the  Pacific  railroads  ($1,575,806.25) 
which  are  credited  on  their  debt  to  the  (Government.    94, 077, 242. 38 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts 11, 411, 779. 65 

In  the  expenditures  are  included  payments  under  a  num- 
ber of  different  items  made  on  account  of  the  previous 
year — obligations  that  were  unsettled  and  outstanding  at 
the  time  of  making  up  the  figures  for  the  last  annual 
report  of  the  Department — amounting  to  $295,954.52. 

The  total  receipts,  1897,  were $82,665,462.73 

The  total  receipts,  1896,  were 82,499,208.40 

Increase  of  receipts,  1897 166,254.33 

This  is  about  one-fifth  of  1  per  cent,  while  the  increase 
of  1896  over  1896  was  over  7  per  cent. 

Total  expenditures,  1897 $94,077,242.38 

Total  expenditures,  1896 90, 626» 296. 84 

Increase  of  expenditures,  1897 3,450,945.54 
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$1)825,000;  for  balauces  due  foreign  countries,  $120,000. 
The  appropriation  for  the  current  year  for  foreign  trans- 
portation is  $1,836,000,  and  for  balances  due  foreign 
countries  $142,000.  In  the  amount  for  transportation  is 
inchided  $40,000  for  transferring  the  foreign  mail  from 
incoming  steamships  in  New  York  Bay.  Under  this  au- 
thorization a  contract  was  made  for  furnishing  a  steamer 
suitably  fitted  up,  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  Depart- 
ment, to  meet  all  incoming  mail  steamships  of  the  princi- 
pal lines  at  quarantine  in  New  York  Harbor,  receive  the 
mails,  and  transport  them  at  once  to  the  piers  convenient 
to  the  New  York  post-office  and  the  several  railroad  sta- 
tions. These  mails  are  separated  while  on  the  special 
steamer  so  that  much  of  the  through  mail  is  taken  to  the 
railroad  station  to  connect  with  the  first  outgoing  train. 
The  time  saved  in  this  manner  greatly  expedites  the  de- 
livery of  foreign  mails. 

EXPENDITURES  IN  DETAIL. 

The  following  are  the  items  of  expenditure  for  the  service 
for  the  year : 

Railroad  transportation  of  the  mails $28, 965, 763. 52 

Compensation  of  postmasters 16,917,621.65 

Free-delivery  seryioe 12,911,261.79 

Compensation  of  clerks  in  post-offices 10,  S76, 105. 73 

Compensation  of  raU way  postal  clerk  s 7, 730, 396. 35 

Star-route  transportation  of  the  maild 5, 322, 484. 86 

Bailway  post-office  car  service 3,361,313.76 

Transportation  of  foreign  mails 1,703,515.05 

Beut,  light,  and  fuel  for  first,  second;  and  third  chiss 

offices 1,512,406.90 

Mail-messenger  service 951, 624. 29 

Manufacture  of  stamped  envelopes 719, 267. 34 

Wagon  service 705,260.25 

Steamboat  transportation  of  the  mails 401, 262. 95 

Mail  bags  and  catchers 343,324.59 

Special-delivery  service 333,057.80 

Mail  depredations  and  post-office  inspectors 273, 704. 00 

Balances  due  foreign  countries 191, 928. 05 

Manufacture  of  postal  cards 171, 575. 03 

Mail  transportation— special  facilities  on  railroads. ..  162, 978. 33 

Manufacture  of  postage  stamps 155,493.35 

Electric  and  cable  car  transportation  of  the  mails 139, 734. 81 

Miscellaneous  expenses  of  post-offices,  including  office 

furniture 188^900.57 

Begistered-package,  tag,  official,  and  dead-letter  envel- 
opes   ^  91,870.39 

Additional  compensation  to  Oceanic  Steamship  Com- 
pany   80,000.00 

Wrapping  twine 79,971.63 

Canceling  machines 6I9O88.55 
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Stationery  for  poet-offlces $49, 887. 05 

Mftil  locks  and  keys 41,964.13 

Wrapping  paper 39, 380. 00 

Expenditures  under  seventeen  smaller  items  of  appro- 
priation   154,149.66 

Total  expenditures 94,077,242.38 

POSTAL  REVENUE. 

The  following  statement  sliows  the  revenue,  by  items: 

Sales  of  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  nnd  postal  cards.  $78, 959, 545. 66 

Box  rents 2,522,851.21 

Money-order  business 967,181.06 

Letter  postage  paid  in  money,  being  principally  bal- 
ances from  foreign  postal  administrations 154, 822. 81 

Fines  and  penalties 26,579.29 

Miscellaneons  receipts 23,545.66 

Receipts  from  nnolaimed  dead  letters 11, 437. 04 

Totalreeeipts 82,665,462.73 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts 11, 411, 779. 65 

DETAILS  OF  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  business  of  the  special-delivery  service  is  steadily 
increasing,  and  yielded  last  year  a  profit  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  tI04,640.  There  were  4,382,082  special  delivery 
letters  or  packages  handled. 

The  fees  derived  from  the  registered-mailserviceamounted    Deoreaie  of 
to  $935,232,  which  was  a  decrease  of  $40,156  as  compared  regutered  lottor 
with  the  previous  year.    The  total  number  of  registered 
letters  or  packages  was  14,559,083,  of  which  2,868,677  were 
official,  and  were  registered  free  of  charge. 

An  act  approved  February  27, 1897,  authorized  a  lim- 
ited indemnity  to  be  given  for  registered  mail  matter  lost 
in  transmission,  but  made  no  specific  appropriation  for  the 
payment  of  claims  thus  arising.  An  appropriation  of  $6,000 
is  asked  for  this  puri>08e. 

The  total  number  of  postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes, 
and  postal  cards  issued  to  postmasters  during  the  year  was 
4,201,737,904,  the  value  of  which  amounted  to  $79,631,501.61. 

A  new  contract  has  been  entered  into  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  postal  cards,  at  a  saving  of  $50,000  a  year. 

In  connection  with  the  increased  transportation  of  second- 
class  matter,  elsewhere  discussed,  the  report  of  the  Third 
Assistant  Postmaster-General  gives  the  following  partic- 
ulars: 

Total  weight  in  pounds  of  second-class  matter  mailed  on  Weight  of  see- 

which  postage  was  paid 310, 658, 155  «°d-cl^ «»»***'• 

Total  weight  in  pounds  of  second-class  matter  mailed  free 
inconnties  of  publication 54,822,027 

Total  weight  in  pounds 365,480,182 

p  M  a  97 2 
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It  IS  recommeuded  that  antborization  be  given  to  aban- 
don the  use  of  special  stamps  in  connection  with  the  mail- 
"UewspaTOr"  ing  of  ncwspapers  and  periodicals  by  publishers  and  news 
•bcuuSoned."       agcnts,  and  that  returns  be  hereafter  made  in  the  shape  of 
duplicate  receipts. 

Under  existing  law  all  matter  is  required  to  be  fully  pre- 
paid when  mailed,  except  letters,  which  may  be  dispatched, 
regardless  of  weight,  if  a  single  rate  of  postage,  2  cents, 
be  prepaid,  the  postmaster  at  the  delivering  office  being 
Prepayment  of  left  to  collcct  the  deficiency  from  the  addressee.     For  vari- 

postage  should  be  .,  iij.*  i*  xii.j  i 

reqaired  in  all  ous  rcasous  thcsc  collcctions  are  frequently  not  made,  and 
*^**'  considerable  loss  of  revenue  occurs.    It  is  suggested  that 

no  good  reasons  now  remain  why  letter  mail  should  not  be 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  all  other  kinds  of  mail, 
and  full  payment  of  postage  be  required  in  advance.  I 
therefore  recommend  legislation  to  this  effect. 

The  four  years'  contract  entered  into  with  the  Bureau  of 
Engraving  and  Printing  of  the  Treasury  Department  for 
the  manufacture  of  postage  stamps  will  expire  with  the 
close  of  the  present  fiscal  year.  It  will  therefore  be 
necessary  either  to  make  a  new  contract  with  the  Treasury 

maiSig*pMtoge^®P*^^°^®^^>  ^^  ^  iutrust  the  work  to  private  firms,  as 
stands  wiu  soon  ^as  formerly  the  practice,  or,  if  neither  of  these  courses 
be  adopted,  for  the  Post-Offlce  Department  to  be  empowered 
to  establish  a  manufactory  of  its  own,  and  thus  procure  its 
supplies  independently  of  any  other  Department  or  of  any 
private  institution. 

The  total  amount  allowed  to  postmasters  for  losses 
resulting  from  fire,  burglary,  etc.,  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  was  $119,350.90.  Of  this  amount  $15,750.45  was  for 
postal  funds,  $90,722.66  for  postage  stamps,  and  $12,877.79 
for  money-order  funds.  The  greater  part  of  the  losses — 
$94,303.50— resulted  from  burglary;  $14,185.31  from  fire; 
$1,832.71  lost  in  transit;  and  the  balance  from  unavoidable 
casualties,  not  resulting  from  any  fault  or  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  postmaster. 

POST-OFFICE  STATISTICS. 

The  records  of  the  Department  show  that  during  the 
year  there  were  1,601  post-offices  established,  a  decrease  of 
445  from  the  number  established  last  year;  939  were  dis- 
continued, which  was  811  loss  than  the  number  of  post- 
offices  discontinued  in  1896.  There  were  3,762  Presidential 
post-offices  on  June  30, 1897,  an  increase  in  that  class  of 
offices  of  127  over  1896;  of  fourth-class  offices  there  were 
67,260,  an  increase  of  635  over  the  previous  year.  The 
total  number  of  post-offices  of  all  classes  on  June  30, 1897, 
was,  therefore,  71,022,  an  incre^e  of  662  over  the  year  1896. 
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APPOINTMENTS.  ^ 

AppoiutineDts  of  postmasters  were  made  daring  the  year 
to  the  number  of  15,406,  647  of  which  were  Presidential 
ofiSces,  divided  as  follows:  On  resignations,  70;  on  deaths, 
40;  on  expiration  of  commission,  214;  on  removal,  129;  on 
offices  becoming  Presidential,  194.  Of  the  14,759  appoint- 
ments to  fourth-class  offices,  7,299  were  made  on  resigna- 
tionsy  722  on  deaths,  4,293  on  removals  at  expiration  of 
four  years,  822  on  removals,  22  where  offices  were  reduced 
in  grade  from  Presidential  to  fourth  class,  and  1,601  on 
establishment  of  new  offices.  During  the  year  158  fourth- 
class  offices  were  advanced  to  the  Presidential  grade,  while 
22  of  the  latter  class  were  relegated  to  fourth  class. 

BONDING   OPERATIONS. 

Two  sureties  are  required  on  the  bond  of  a  postmaster, 
and  until  recently  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Department  to 
accept  none  but  individuals,  one  of  whom  should  be  a 
patron  of  the  office,  on  such  bonds.  Authority  was  given 
by  act  of  Congress  approved  August  13, 1894,  to  accept 
bonds  executed  by  surety  and  trust  companies  for  postmas- 
ters and  other  postal  em})loyees.  It  has  been  thought  best, 
however,  to  accept  such  bo|ids  for  but  one-half  of  the  pen- 
alty, and  this  only  in  the  case  of  Presidential  offices,  as  it 
was  believed  that  instances  would  be  rare  where  a  worthy 
X>ostma8ter  of  the  fourth  class  would  be  embarrassed  in 
securing  individual  bondsmen. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  penalties  of  all  postmasters' 
bonds  now  in  force  is,  in  round  numbers,  $125,000,000. 
The  penalties  of  the  bonds  which  were  approved  during  Ma^itade  of 
the  fiscal  year  amounted  to  $33,602,900.  The  loss  sus-^ut"*^  '*^"* 
tained  by  the  Government  by  reason  of  the  invalidity  of 
the  bonds  of  postmasters  was  very  small,  being  only 
$9,843.21.  During  the  year  there  have  been  13,111  bonds 
given  upon  the  appointment  of  new  postmasters,  and  4,798 
new  bonds  have  been  required  of  incumbent  postmasters. 
One  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  postmasters 
have  been  reported  to  the  Department  by  the  Auditor  for 
delinquencies. 

LOSSES  OP  REGISTERED  MAIL. 

Out  of  a  total  of  13,750,000  pieces  of  registered  mail 
handled  by  postal  employees  during  the  fiscal  year  there 
were  but  5,626  complaints  of  loss,  being  less  by  191  than 
the  number  received  the  previous  year.  After  investiga-. 
tion  of  4,275  complaints,  no  loss  was  found  to  have  been  suf- 
fered in  2,755  of  them,  and  in  1,067  the  full  amount  of  loss 
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alleged  was  recovered^  leaving  only  one  loss  for  every 
22,840  pieces  of  registered  mail  handled,  a  marked  decrease 
in  the  percentage  of  losses  as  comi>ared  with  the  previous 
year,  the  record  of  which  was  one  loss  in  every  16,254 
pieces  handled. 

LOSSES   OF  ORDINARY  MAIL. 

During  the  year  there  were  66,778  complaints  received 
afiectlng  this  class  of  cases;  35,774  referred  to  letters, 
31,004  referred  to  packages — an  increase  of  2,165  over  the 
number  of  complaints  received  during  the  previous  year. 
There  were  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year 
23,177  cases,  which,  added  to  the  number  received  during 
the  year,  give  a  total  of  89,955  cases  considered,  of  which 
66,600  were  disi)osed  of. 

In  the  handling  of  the  22,117  miscellaneous  complaints 
affecting  the  employees  of  the  service  or  the  conduct  of  its 
business,  post-office  inspectors  during  the  year  collected 
$315,035,  or  $15,035  more  than  the  whole  amount  appro- 
priated for  the  investigation  of  mail  depredations  and 
salary  of  post-office  inspectors  for  the  year.  The  number 
of  burglaries  of  post-offices  and  highway  robberies  of  the 
maiis  reported  was  3,168,  an  increase  of  41  over  the  pre- 
vious year. 

FOREIGN  CASES. 

There  were  19,459  complaints  of  loss  in  mail  matter  pass- 
ing to  and  from  this  country  and  foreign  nations,  including 
cases  on  hand  and  complaints  received  during  the  year,  of 
which  15,373  were  investigated  and  closed. 

LOSSES  RECOVERED. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  $2,137.55  remained 
on  hand  of  money  recovered  by  post-office  inspectors  from 
thieves  or  their  friends  or  collected  from  employees  of  the 
servicewhose  neglect  or  carelessness  contributed  to  the  loss. 
During  the  year  the  sum  of  $8,426.52  was  received  from 
the  same  sources,  making  a  total  of  $10,564.07.  Of  this 
amount  $8,975.03  was  returned  to  the  rightful  owners,  leav- 
ing a  balance  of  $1,589.04  still  in  the  custody  of  the  De- 
partment on  July  1, 1897. 

ARRESTS  FOR  OFFENSES  AGAINST  THE  POSTAL  LAWS. 

The  number  of  arrests  for  offenses  against  the  x>ostal 
laws  made  during  the  year  was  1,632.    Of  this  number,  105 
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were  postmasters,  44  were  assistant  postmasters,  47  clerks 
ia  post-offices,  11  railway  postal  clerks,  24  letter  carriers, 
30  mail  carriers,  and  II  others  employed  in  minor  positions 
in  the  postal  s^Tioe.  The  namber  of  post-office  barglara 
arrested  was  348.  and  the  remaining  924  were  persons  in 
DO  way  connected  with  the  postal  service.  Of  the  total 
Domber  of  arrests  (1,632),  912  cases  were  disposed  of  in  the 
United  States  conrts,  583  resulting  in  convictions. 

AMEHDVEHTS  TO  LEGISLATION  NEEDED. 

The  following  recommendations  of  the  Fourth  Assistant 
Postmaster-General  for  changes  in  existing  laws  as  to 
postal  administration,  some  of  which  were  also  made  by  his 
predecessor,  are  submitted  with  my  approval: 

That  the  statute  relating  to  bail  bonds  be  amended  so  as 
to  make  the  bond  a  lien  against  the  property  scheduled 
therein,  in  order  to  gnard  against  the  transfer  of  such  prop- 
erty with  firaudulent  intent. 

That  an  amendment  be  enacted  to  extend  the  same  pun- 
ishment now  provided  for  postmasters  to  assistant  post- 
masters or  clerks  making  false  claims  of  cancellation. 

That  articles  found  loose  in  the  maOs  be  sent  to  the 
office  of  the  inspector  in  charge  of  the  division  in  which 
such  articles  are  found,  for  identification  with  complaints    HoidiB^iMt 
of  losses  on  file  in  his  office;  such  articles  to  be  held  at        "^       ^ 


division  headquarters  for  one  year,  and  if  not  identified 
within  that  time  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Dead-Letter  Office. 

That  the  inquiry  division  of  the  post-offices  in  the  larger 
cities  where  there  is  a  division  headquarters  be  placed  under 
the  direction  of  the  respective  inspectors  in  charge  of  sach 
division.  This,  I  am  satisfied,  would  result  in  saving  much 
time,  labor,  and  exx)en8e. 

That  an  amendment  be  enacted  making  the  depredations    a  "oontiniMaa 
of  railway  postal  clerks  a  continuous  offense,  in  order  tonhonu  be  pn». 
avoid  the  difficult  task  of  proving  in  which  particular  dis- 
trict the  offense  was  committed. 

That  a  similar  provision  making  the  offense  continuous 
be  extended  to  the  use  of  the  mails  for  what  is  known  as 
the  ^'green-goods  fraud;"  also,  for  the  offense  of  sending 
obscene  matter. 

Tliat  an  increase  of  $30,000  be  made  to  the  allowance 
appropriated  for  mail  depredations  and  post-office  inspect- 
ors for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 

That  appropriation  be  made  for  a  new  edition  of  the 
Postal  Laws  and  Begulations. 
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That,  in  order  to  provide  greater  safety  and  security 
to  letters  sent  in  the  registered  mails,  both  foreign  and 
domestic,  a  special  stamped  envelope  of  superior  material, 
of  the  denomination  of  10  cents,  be  provided. 

BONDING  OF  SUBORDINATES  IN  POST-OFFICES. 

Assistant  postmasters  and  subordinates  in  post-offices 
who  handle  public  funds  are  not  bonded  direct  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  taking  of  security  for  the  proper  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  their  offices  is  in  all  instances  a 
personal  matter  with  the  postmaster  for  his  own  protection, 
and  is  not  required  by  law.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
courts  hold  that  a  postmaster  is  not  responsible  on  his  offi- 
cial bond  to  the  Government  for  any  losses  that  may  occur 
by  reason  of  the  defaults  or  negligences  of  his  subordi- 
nates, provided  he  has  exercised  due  care  in  the  selection 
of  the  same  and  in  the  supervision  of  the  business  of  his 
AU  who imiuiio  office,  the  necessity  of  requiring  bonds  of  assistant  post- 

iDonoy  sbonld  bo,  jx*  -i  •  i.     nti  '  j. 

bonded.  mastcrs  and  other  employees  m  post  offices  is  apparent. 

Assistant  postmasters  in  large  post-offices  possess  practi- 
cally all  the  authority  of  the  postmaster.  The  assistant 
postmaster  is  the  actual  business  manager  of  the  office  and 
has  the  greater  insight  into  its  general  business,  and  yet 
he  is,  neither  by  statute  nor  regulation,  under  any  direct 
responsibility  to  the  Post-Office  Department  by  bond  or 
otherwise.  The  same  objection  exists  as  to  all  other  em- 
ployees of  post-offices,  many  of  whom  handle  large  sums 
of  money  and  have  important  duties  to  perform. 

I  therefore  urgently  recommend  that  assistant  postmas- 
ters and  all  other  subordinates  of  post-offices  who  handle 
public  funds  should  be  required  by  law  to  execute  bonds 
to  the  United  States  in  a  sum  to  be  determined  by  the 
Postmaster-General,  as  in  the  case  of  postmasters.  This 
requirement  might  be  limited  to  post-offices  of  the  first, 
second,  and  third  classes. 

UNIVERSAL   POSTAL   CONaRESS. 

At  the  fourth  congress  of  the  Universal  Postal  Union, 
held  in  Vienna  in  1891,  it  was  agreed  that  the  next  meet- 
ing should  be  held  in  the  city  of  Washington  in  1897. 
Accordingly,  on  the  6th  of  May  I  had  the  honor  of  declar- 
ing open  the  fifth  postal  congress  of  the  world,  in  which 
every  country  except  the  Dominican  Kepublic  and  the 
Orange  Free  State  was  represented  by  duly  empowered 
delegates. 
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I  appoiuted  as  delegates  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
Hod.  George  S.  Batcheller,  Edward  Bosewater,  Hon.  James 
N.  Tyner,  Capt.  N.  M.  Brooks,  and  Hon.  A.  D.  Hazen.  Mr. 
Batcheller  was  chosen  president  of  the  congress. 

The  delegates  from  other  nations  were,  as  a  rnle,  the 
heads  of  the  postal  service  of  their  respective  countries. 

A  comprehensive  sketch  of  the  congress  and  the  result 
of  its  labors  is  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Foreign  Mails,  so  that  it  is  only  necessary  for  me  to 
state  here  that  the  principal  objects  aimed  at  were  (1)  to  oueoto  of  tha 
liberalize  still  further  the  fiicilities  for  postal  intercourse  °'**^^***' 
between  the  countries  and  colonies  of  the  world  by  remov- 
ing unnecessary  restrictions;  (2)  to  reduce  the  cost  of 
transporting  the  mails  over  the  territory  or  through  the 
waters  of  intervening  countries;  and  (3)  to  induce  the 
conutries  still  remaining  outside  to  enter  the  Postal  Union. 

In  pursuance  of  the  first  of  these  objects  it  was  agreed  Agreements 
that  the  limit  of  weight  of  packages  containing  ^^  samples''  '^^ 
be  increased ;  postal  cards  issued  by  private  parties  recog- 
nized as  ^<  postal  cards;"  specimens  of  natural  history 
admitted  to  the  mails  at  a  reduced  rate  of  postage;  and 
uniform  colors  adopted  for  postage  stamps  of  certain 
denominations,  viz:  Dark  blue  for  the  5-cent,  red  for  the 
2-cent,  and  green  for  the  1-cent  stamp. 

In  pursuance  of  the  second  object,  the  rates  to  be  paid 
for  the  conveyance  of  mails  by  means  of  the  service  of 
intermediary  countries  are  reduced  on  a  sliding  scale  for 
six  years,  or  until  the  next  postal  congress  assembles. 

In  pursuance  of  the  last  object,  the  delegates  of  Korea 
agreed  to  sign  the  convention;  the  delegates  of  China  An  importont 
announced  that  that  country  would  adhere  to  the  conven-  ated. 
tion  before  it  should  go  into  operation  on  January  1,  1899, 
and  official  advice  to  the  same  effect  was  received  from  the 
Orange  Free  State,  so  that  when  the  Universal  Postal  Con- 
vention of  Washington  becomes  operative  the  exchanges 
of  mails  between  all  the  countries  of  the  world  will  be  gov- 
erned by  the  stipulations  of  a  single  treaty. 

It  was  eminently  fitting  that  this  result  should  be 
attained  by  a  postal  congress  sitting  in  this  city,  for  from 
Washington  went  oat  the  invitation  which  resulted  in  the 
International  Postal  Conference  held  in  the  city  of  Paris 
in  1863,  which  contained  the  germ  of  a  postal  union,  so 
happily  consummated  in  the  Universal  Postal  Convention 
concluded  at  Berne  in  1874. 

The  late  congress  continued  its  sittings  for  six  weeks, 
the  closing  session  being  held  on  the  15th  of  June,  when  it 
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ardjoarned  withoat  day  after  designating  the  city  of  Borne, 
Italy,  as  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  next  congress  in  1904. 

During  the  progress  of  their  labors  here,  the  distin- 
guished delegates  were  appropriately  honored  and  enter- 
tained both  by  representatives  of  this  Government,  as  well 
as  of  Qreat  Britain,  and  by  private  citizens;  and  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  convention  they  were  conducted  over  a 
large  area  of  the  country  and  were  hospitably  received  in 
a  number  of  the  leading  cities. 

The  agreements  of  the  postal  congresses  do  not  aflect 
domestic  mail  regulations;  they  relate  exclusively  to  for- 
eign mails,  and  consequently  their  importance  is  not  gen- 
Great  resnitB  Orally  appreciated .  Nevertheless,  it  is  a  great  achievem  ent, 
**^°*^  reflecting  much  credit  upon  its  authors,  so  to  harmonize 

the  many  conflicting  systems  of  the  world,  as  to  lead  every 
civilized  country  thereof  to  sign  a  single  treaty,  to  adopt 
the  same  rates,  and  to  employ  uniform  methods,  to  the  end 
that  all  nations  may  enjoy  the  advantages  of  an  efficient 
postal  service. 

I  am  glad  that  the  United  States  has  had  the  honor 
of  entertaining  the  Fifth  Postal  Congress;  and  that  the 
delegates  to  the  Congress  have  no  cause  to  regret  that 
Washington  was  selected  as  the  place  of  their  important 
labors. 

POSTAL  SAVINGS  DEPOSITORIES. 

I  have  been  interested  for  many  years  in  the  suggestions 
made  by  several  of  my  predecessors  in  respect  to  postal 
savings  depositories,  and  I  believe  that  the  time  is  Ti\ye 
for  their  establishment  in  connection  with  other  duties 
of  this  Department.  The  adoption  of  a  well-organized 
system  would,  in  my  judgment,  confer  a  great  boon  upon 
a  large  number  of  people  and  would  ultimately  prove  of 
inestimable  benefit  to  the  whole  country. 

A  large  amount  of  money  is  undoubtedly  secreted  by 
people  who  have  little  or  no  confidence  in  ordinary  securi- 
ties and  monetary  institutions  organized  by  private  citi- 
zens. It  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  reasonableness  or 
unreasonableness  of  their  distrust;  the  fact  that  it  exists 
is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge.  The  amount  so  hoarded 
throughout  the  land  can  not,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be 
Vast  sama  of  estimated  with  accuracy;  and  yet  undoubtedly  it  aggre- 
gates  many  millions  of  dollars.  Beyond  serving  as  a  fund 
upon  which  to  draw  in  case  of  necessity  it  is  of  little  or  no 
use.  It  is  dead  capital;  but  if  its  owners  could  be  inspired 
with  absolute  confidence  in  tbe  security  of  an  investment, 
it  is  altogether  probable  that  the  bulk  of  this  ftind  would 
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find  its  way  into  the  channels  of  trade  and  commerce,  thns 
adding  greatly  to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. If  money  is  the  blood  of  commerce,  then  anything 
which  tends  to  increase  its  circnlation  strengthens  and 
builds  up  the  commercial  system. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  if  the  Government 
undert4)ok  the  task  of  providing  for  the  investment  of  this 
money  and  caring  for  the  accumulations  of  interest  thereon 
in  behalf  and  solely  on  account  of  the  investors  the  latter 
would  gladly  accept  the  service  offered  them.  No  question 
as  to  the  security  would  disturb  them,  for  the  faith  of  the^i-aitii  in  tbe 

GovertiiQ6iit  nn* 

people  in  their  Government  is  unbounded.  Their  little  bounded, 
savings,  which  separately  could  hardly  be  put  out  at  inter- 
est, would  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  a  sum  that  could  be 
invested  to  their  advantage.  Provision  could  be  made  for 
tbe  withdrawal  of  deposits  in  case  of  necessity  or  for  any 
other  reason,  so  that  to  the  individual  would  inure  the 
benefit  of  the  jiostal  exchange  and  the  increment  of  inter- 
est arising  fi*om  the  investment,  and  to  the  country  would 
accrue  the  benefit  of  the  circulation  of  capital  hitherto 
annsed  and  in  that  sense  useless. 

The  establishment  of  a  postal  savings  system  would  tend 
inevitHbly  to  the  cultivation  of  thrift  in  a  large  class  of 
people.  Through  its  instrumentality,  those  who  have  been 
improvident  in  little  things  and  who  have  not  learned  fi*om 
experience  that  money  makes  money,  will  be  educated 
slowly  but  surely  to  save  a  surplus  over  and  above  their 
living  expenses,  to  the  end  that  a  fund  may  be  created 
which  will  provide  for  them  when  sickness  or  old  age  over- 
takes them.  When  they  realize  that  their  savings  may  be 
80  utilized  under  the  direction  and  care  of  their  Govern- 
ment that  even  small  amounts  will  earn  money  for  them,  it 
is  but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  will  be  incited  to    incentire    to 

1.x,     ./T         ,    .     ,  r,,,  ,,  thrift  nnd  provi- 

greater  exercise  of  thrift  and  industry.  They  would  soon  dent  oan. 
come  to  understand  the  advantage  of  depositing  with  the 
Government  their  surplus  earnings,  instead  of  expending 
them  wastefnlly  and,  therefore,  uselessly.  If  but  a  small 
percentage  of  the  money  a  young  person  expends  unneces- 
sarily, in  the  many  ways  known  to  all,  could  be  saved  and 
wisely  invested,  there  would  be  a  competency  at  hand  when 
old  age  comes.  The  battle  of  life  would  be  less  difficult  to 
fight  with  the  knowledge  of  reserve  tbrces  at  hand.  The 
habit  of  thrift  thus  formed  would  result  in  providing  ample 
means  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  real  pleasures  of  life,  while 
laying  in  store  provision  for  possible  future  disaster  and 
infirmity. 
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In  my  judgment,  the  establishment  of  postal  savings 
depositories  would  tend  to  better  citizenship.  If  the 
masses  of  x>€ople  were  thrifty  and  saving  in  their  habits, 
they  would  more  likely  be  cont-ented  and  happy;  and  if 
their  hard-earned  savings  could  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government,  in  the  welfare  of  which  they  are  all  so 
deeply  concerned,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  they 
Conducive   to  would  comc  to  a  better  realization  of  the  duties  they  owe 

ship.  '  *'t^  their  country  and  consequently  to  each  other.    The 

union  of  common  interest  would  surely  result  in  a  broader, 
wiser,  and  more  useful  citizenship.  The  successful  opera- 
tion of  a  postal  savings  deposit  system  would  briug  into 
closer  relationship  the  Government  and  its  citizens  and 
result  in  the  development  of  practical  and  enduring  patriot- 
ism. The  citizen  who  feels  that  he  has  a  personal  interest 
in  the  affairs  of  government  beyond  the  payment  of  his 
share  of  taxes  and  the  discharge  of  those  other  duties 
common  to  aU,  Is  of  more  value  to  the  community  and  the 
nation  than  one  whose  conception  of  citizenship  means 
merely  the  performance  of  those  duties. 

Invest  an  individual  with  a  selfish  interest  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  nation's  credit,  and  although  he  may  have 
'*  been  careless  and  improvident,  he  will  at  once  be  trans- 
formed into  a  conservative  and  dutiful  citizen,  charged 
with  the  inspiring  obligation  of  voting  intelligently  upon 
all  questions  affecting  the  welfare,  the  stability,  and  the 
perpetuity  of  the  Government.  It  would  bring  to  him  a 
keener  realization  of  the  fact  that  between  him  and  the 
Government  there  had  been  established  a  species  of  part- 
nership, imposing  upon  him  peculiar  obligations  which  he 
would  be  prompted  to  respect. 

The  advantages  to  result  from  the  adoption  of  a  system 
so  promising  in  the  growth  of  patriotic  sentiment  and  good 
citizeuship,  in  my  opinion,  constitute  a  powerful  appeal  to 
statesmanship  to  provide  by  law  for  the  application  and 
the  spread  of  its  beneficent  consequences.  With  the  mul- 
tiplication of  depositors  would  come  the  elevation  of  the 
standard  of  citizenship,  the  cementing  of  the  ties  that  bind 
the  people  to  the  Government,  the  strengthening  of  the 
public  credit,  and  the  ultimate  betterment  of  all  concerned. 

peWmeSr  °"  ^^      "^^^  propositiou  of  a  postal  savings  system  is  not  new. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  urged  upon  Congress  by  a  number 
of  my  predecessors  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century, 
but  for  some  reason  Congress  has  failed  to  provide  the 
necessary  authority  for  the  introduction  of  the  system. 
Using  the  post-office  for  the  collection,  employment,  and 
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angmentatiou  of  the  small  saviugs  of  the  people  is  no 
longer  an  experiment.  It  is  an  accomplished  fact  in  nearly 
every  country  in  Europe,  in  the  British  dependencies  of 
both  hemispheres,  and  even  in  Hawaii.  In  Great  Britain 
7,000,000  depositors  have  upward  of  $550,000,000  in  sav- 
ings accnmnlated  dnring  thirty-five  years;  and  in  ten 
years  fewer  than  10,000  Hawaiian  depositors  saved  nearly 
$1,000,000.  Canada,  whose  savings  banks  in  1867  held 
less  than  $3,500,000  as  the  accumulations  of  a  century, 
inangnrated  a  system  of  postal  savings  depositories  in  1868, 
and  in  twenty  years  the  deposits  exceeded  $22,000,000. 
These  vast  accuninlations  have  been  made  with  the  least 
possible  loss  to  the  Governments,  which  guarantee  their 
repayment,  and  with  a  minimum  of  cost  to  the  millions  of 
depositors.  At  the  end  of  1895,  Great  Britahi,  after  pay- 
ing interest  at  the  rate  of  2^  per  cent  and  covering  all 
losses  incurred,  held  $3,500,000  in  undivided  dividends. 

It  has  been  reiterated  that  the  American  i)eople  know 
how  to  make  money  but  not  how  to  save  it.  The  latter 
knowledge  has  been  brought  home  to  millions  in  Europe 
by  the  postal  savings  depositories.  The  lesson  which  was 
taught  to  the  children  has  become  the  practice  of  their 
mature  years,  and  saving  is  easy.    It  has  made  capitalists  ^ 

of  the  workingmen,  of  their  wives  and   their  children.    ^o»ia\  Mvinisii 

,..>.,  ,  .  .     accouut*  chiefly 

More  than   a  third   of  the  postal  savings  accounts  m  owuwi  by  work- 

,_  _,  ^iii.  1  .,.  ^Dg    people  ADd 

European  offices  are  held  by  minors,  and  more  than  two-  minon. 
thirds  are  held  by  those  who  toil  with  their  hands  and 
who  follow  the  most  humble  callings.  It  is  essentially  the 
bank  of  this  class.  There  is  no  other  channel  which  could 
so  completely  reach  all  the  people.  It  is  true  that  in  the 
more  densely  settled  ])ortion8  of  our  country  there  are 
located  over  a  thousand  savings  banks,  which  have  at- 
tracted nearly  5,000,000  depositors,  and  now  hold  more 
than  $1,900,000,000  in  savings;  but  two-thirds  of  the 
banks,  and  even  a  larger  portion  of  their  depositors,  belong 
to  New  England  and  New  York.  These  answer  the  pur- 
pose as  far  s^  they  go,  but  the  postal  savings  depositories 
would,  in  my  judgment,  in  no  way  conflict  with  these 
institutions,  and  their  principal  usefulness  would  be  in  the 
wider  dissemination  of  facilities  for  depositing  savings  in 
moilest  sums,  and  their  primary  object  would  be  to  create 
the  habit  of  saving  rather  than  to  accumulate  large  snms 
of  money. 

It  is  often  urged  that  whatever  can  be  as  well  done  by 
private  enterprise  as  by  the  Government  should  never  be 
entered  upon  by  the  latter,  but  a  century  of  demonstration 
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has  shown  that  private  enterprise  can  not  supply  even  ade- 
quate means  of  exchange,  let  alone  the  great  instrument 
for  the  collection  and  increase  of  the  small  savings  of  the 
inadcquRoy  of  i>eople.    Private  enterprise,  aided  and  sustained  by  the 

priae.***  *"   ^  Government,  with  its  mantle  of  security  thrown  about 

the  national  banks,  has  not  been  able  to  keep  pace  with  the 
growth  and  needs  of  the  country.  While  the  frontier  set- 
tlements of  Finland,  Algiers,  South  Africa,  India,  Ceylon, 
South  and  West  Australia,  Tasmania,  New  Zealand, 
Hawaii,  and  British  Columbia  are  enjoying  the  blessings 
of  banks  of  exchange  and  of  interest-paying  depositories, 
private  enterprise  in  this  country  has  left  the  people  of 
many  old  communities,  and  in  a  few  cases  of  almost  entire 
states,  without  any  facilities  whereby  they  may  protect  and 
invest  their  hard-earned  savings. 

The  sole  convenience  which  these  people  have  enjoyed 
and  are  using  to-day  is  the  facility  for  exchange  afforded 
by  the  money-order  system  of  this  Department.  If  addi- 
tional  argument  is  necessary  for  the  postal-savings  scheme 
it  can  easily  be  deduced  from  the  operations  of  this  remark- 
able system.  During  the  current  year  more  than  52,000,000 
transactions  were  made  in  the  21,000  offices  of  this  class, 
^  and  nearly  $200,000,000  were  received,  transmitted,  and 

paid  out.    Millions  of  money  orders  were  bought  to  be 
used  by  the  buyers  as  drafts  and  certified  checks  are 
Using    theemployed,  for  safe  and  convenient  carriage.    Money  orders 

?(^°^as  banks.^  wcrc  bought  to  sccurc  a  safe  deposit  for  the  cash  in  the 

absence  of  trustworthy  banks.  In  one  instance  twenty-five 
orders  for  $100  each  were  bought  with  cash  drawn  from  a 
collapsing  bank.  The  money-order  system  has  become  to 
a  large  extent  the  poor  man's  exchange,  and  the  man  of 
means  is  often  constrained  to  resort  to  it  for  want  of  bank- 
ing facilities. 

Two-sevenths  of  all  the  post  offices  in  the  country  are 
money-order  centers,  and  not  only  is  the  country  covered 
by  tliem  with  almost  geographical  evenness,  but  nearly 
every  civilized  country  of  the  world  also  can  be  reached 
by  them.  The  number  of  money-order  offices  has  been 
more  than  doubled  during  the  last  eight  years,  and  the  sys- 
tem will  be  vastly  extended,  especially  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley  and  beyond,  during  the  next  few  years.  In  several 
of  the  newer  States  the  number  of  offices  will  be  doubled; 
Moneyorrier  already  they  largely  exceed  the  banks.    In  Massachusetts, 

^Hsabairfn/^^' the  most  highly  organized  State  in  the  Union  in  respect  to 
finances,  there  are  606  money-order  offices  and  only  487 
banks  of  all  classes.    New  York,  which  comes  next,  has 
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1,757  money-order  offices  to  728  banks.  Alabauia,  which 
ranks  at  the  bottom  with  40  banks,  contains  329  offices 
handling  money  orders.  Five  other  States,  selected  at 
random,  are  equipped  as  follows:  Maryland,  105  banks,  279 
order  offices;  Illinois,  261  banks,  705  order  offices;  Texas, 
237  banks,  792  order  offices;  Kansas,  511  banks,  710  order 
offices,  and  Montana,  76  banks  and  127  order  offices. 
There  are  more  than  twice  as  many  such  offices  as  there 
are  banks,  and  soon  there  will  be  three  times  as  many. 

It  most  be  apparent,  therefore,  that  as  a  medium  of  ex- 
change the  banks,  numerically^  fall  far  short  of  the  money- 
order  system  and,  distributively,  their  failure  is  even  more 
pronounced.  If,  by  appropriate  legislation,  these  offices 
could  be  converted  into  savings  depositories  for  the  people, 
they  would  soon  afford  infinitely  more  facility  for  receiving 
interest-bearing  deposits  than  the  interest-paying  banks 
do  now.  Vast  as  the  money-order  system  is,  its  machinery 
in  this  Department  is  very  small.  The  Bureau  contains  46 
employees  of  all  classes  and  the  Auditor's  office  330.  It  is 
more  than  self-supporting,  notwithstanding  the  repeated 
reductions  made  in  the  fees,  and  for  the  last  current  year 
its  profits  netted  nearly  $1,000,000.  The  system  furnishes 
the  machinery  which,  in  its  equipment,  methods,  economy,  Scono'invofthe 
and  comprehensiveness,  could  be  adapted  with  the  smallest  SJm**  ^^"^  "*^** 
possible  friction  or  increase  of  agents  to  the  duties  of  a 
postal-savings  depository. 

DBTAIU9  OF  MANAGEMBNT. 

Foreign  countries  furnish  us  an  object  lesson,  which  it 
would  be  well  for  us  to  consider.  The  postal-savings  sys- 
tem was  first  put  into  operation  by  Great  Britain  in  1861, 
Isxgely  through  the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 
Canada  followed  in  1868;  Belgium,  1870;  Japan,  1875; 
Italy,  1876;  Holland,  1881;  France  and  India,  1882; 
Austria,  1883;  Sweden,  1884,  etc.  '  During  this  period 
nearly  every  English  colony  followed  the  example  of  the 
mother  country.  The  history  of  the  system  wherever 
applied  has  been  marked  with  success  and  prosperity. 
InteUigent  thrift  has  taken  the  place  of  ignorant  waste 
and  recklessness;  the  shiftless  have  become  self-support- 
ing,  and  the  frugal  have  attained  a  competency.  This  is 
the  uniform  testimony.  The  methods  of  operation  are 
much  alike.  All  of  them  pay  interest  on  the  deposits, 
varying  from  2^  per  cent  in  Great  Britain  to  4 J  per  cent  in 
Hawaii;  average,  3^  per  cent,  or  about  one-half  per  cent 
below  the  average  paid  by  American  savings  banks. 
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Since  the  object  is  to  attract  those  with  the  smallest 
means,  nearly  every  country  x>ermits  as  the  minimam 

ia?SoiIa  fl'x'^the  ^"^^'^^^  ^^  deposit  its  most  popular  coin,  varying  from  5 
anionnt  of  de- ceuts  iu  India  to  $1  in  Canada.  The  British  depositories 
accept  the  shilling,  the  French  the  frano,  the  Austrian  the 
florin,  the  Swedish  the  crown.  Several  of  the  countries, 
to  enable  the  children  to  lay  up  enough  for  the  minimum 
deposit,  allow  the  sale  of  stamps  at  a  rate  based  upon  the 
smallest  unit  of  money  in  vogue. 

The  maximum  deposit  varies  from  $285  in  France  to 
$2,435  in  New  Zealand.  I^eposits  over  that  amount  are 
non-interest  bearing,  and  in  several  countries  the  surplus 
is  by  law  invested  in  national  bonds.  The  deposits  in 
many  cases  are  small;  for  example,  in  1895,  in  Austria,  30 
per  cent  of  them  were  for  20  cents,  23  per  cent  between 
20  cents  and  $1 ;  in  Canada,  37  per  cent  fell  below  $10,  and 
in  the  Netherlands  43  per  cent  were  for  less  than  $4. 

The  accounts  are  likewise  small  iu  the  majority  of  cases. 
In  Belgium,  60  per  cent  show  a  balance  of  less  than  $20; 
in  France,  36  per  cent,  $4;  Victoria,  46  per  cent,  $5.  In 
Popularity  of  ju^ia,  90  per  cent  of  the  depositors  are  natives.  In  Eng- 
land  and  New  Zealand  1  out  of  5  persons  is  a  depositor; 
in  Ireland  and  Scotland,  1  out  of  15;  in  Sweden,  1  out  of 
12,  and  in  Austria,  1  out  of  21.  In  the  latter  country,  54 
per  cent  of  the  depositors  are  under  20  years  of  age. 

Holland,  Sweden,  Belgium,  Austria,  Finland,  and  the 
Netherlands  have  the  system  managed  by  boards  of  direct- 
ors. Great  Britain,  France,  and  Italy  control  the  deposi- 
tories by  department  or  bureau.  In  Great  Britain  the 
departmental  force  slightly  exceeds  300,  and  that  of  Sweden 
Is  fewer  than  50. 

The  average  cost  of  management  in  1895  is  given  in  a 
few  countries  as  follows:  Canada,  0.22  per  cent  of  the 
mean  amount  of  deposit;  France,  0.45  per  cent;  Great 
Britain,  0.44  per  cent;  the  Netherlands,  0.48  per  cent; 
Sweden,  0.40  per  cent.  France  made  a  profit  that  year 
Small  cost  of  of  $170,000  ill  handling  2,500,000  accounts,  aggregating 
$143,000,000,  after  paying  3  per  cent  interest.  Great 
Britain  earned  a  surplus  of  $83,000,  after  paying  2^  per 
cent  interest  on  $480,000,000,  made  up  of  6,500,000  accounts. 
The  average  commission  paid  to  postmasters  is  one  cent 
per  deposit. 

Each  depositor  is  given  a  pass  book  and  no  dex>ositor  is 
allowed  more  than  one  account.  This  account  may  be  set- 
tled and  withdrawn  from  any  depository  in  the  country. 
The  telegraph  is  coming  into  use  as  a  means  of  withdrawal. 
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In  Europe,  where  areas  are  small,  the  money  is  usually 
deposited  in  a  central  or  Government  bank  at  the  capital 
of  the  country.    It  is  invested,  first,  in  Government  bonds;    invostment  of 

•^  '  '  '  the  saviugg. 

second,  in  municipal  bonds;  third,  in  real  estate;  and, 
finally,  in  a  great  variety  of  channels;  but  in  all  of  them 
with  the  approval  and  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

SOME  OBJECTIONS  ANSWERED. 

For  several  months  the  question  of  establishing  the 
ix)stal  savings  depository  system  in  the  United  States  has 
been  discussed  in  the  press  throughout  the  country,  aud  I 
have  noted  the  comments  with  great  interest.  I  find  the 
most  aggressive  opponents  are  found  among  those  private 
iustitutions  that  are  engaged  in  a  somewhat  similar  enter- 
prise. While  the  newspapers,  the  people,  labor  and  agri- 
cultural associations  are  almost  unauiuiously  iu  favor  of  the 
system,  here  and  there  are  local  bank  associations  adopting 
resolutions  in  opposition.  This  is  not  true  of  the  associa- 
tions of  the  larger  cities,  whose  managers  see  in  the  pro- 
posed system  a  valuable  feeder  to  the  financial  currents  of 
the  country.  They  appreciate,  as  must  every  one  conver-  vwtta  savineB 
sant  with  the  operations  of  postal  savings  in  other  coun-non'S*ti?fere 
tries,  that  it  would  be  a  help  and  not  a  hindrance  to  ordi-^**^^***^^" 
nary  banking;  that  the  low  rate  of  interest,  which  must  be 
an  essential  part  of  the  scheme,  would  preclude  the  postal 
depositories  from  competition  with  the  savings  banks 
proper;  that  the  small  amount  of  deposit  permitted  would 
be  no  temptation  to  the  class  of  people  now  patronizing 
the  banks,  and  that  the  postal  system  would  attract  an 
entirely  different  class  of  customers  from  those  using  banks 
to-day. 

It  is  claimed  that  it  would  take  money  out  of  communi- 
ties already  suffering  for  want  of  currency.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  would  gather  together  the  money  now  hidden  and    it  woaia   in- 

.J,.  '.  J  II  \       j»  j.\  ±.  .  creaBe   the  cash 

idle  m  every  community,  aud  enable  each  of  them  to  get  available  lor 
the  use  in  bulk,  at  the  shortest  possible  notice,  of  all  the  "•™**®' 
reserve  c^ipital  in  the  community.  While  the  funds  thus 
gathered  from  the  community  would  probably  be  sent  to 
the  financial  centers,  they  would  be  returned,  through  safe 
aud  proper  channels,  to  move  the  crops  and  to  perform  their 
,  other  customary  duties. 

It  would  interfere  with  the  checking  business  of  exist- 
ing banks,  is  urged  by  others.  Already  the  money-order 
system  does  that  to  an  enormous  extent — more  than 
2G,000y00O  money  orders  were  issued  last  year — to  the  con- 
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venience  of  millions  who  had  not  enoagh  capital  to  secure 
banking  facilities. 

It  would  unduly  increase  the  patronage  of  the  Post-Office 
Department,  it  is  contended.  It  was  shown  above  that 
such  increase  would  be  slight.  The  present  machinery  of 
the  money-order  system  would  practically  perform  the  addi- 
tional labor  for  years  to  come.  Making  depositories,  for  the 
sayings  of  the  people,  of  tbousands  of  post-offices  would 
tend  to  elevate  the  standard  of  that  class  of  postmasters. 
inateriaiiy°iS- Their  bonds  would  be  enlarged  and,  therefore,  their  quality 
ronag*©  ^of  this  would  bc  improved.  The  business  itself  would  be  con- 
DepartmeDt.  ^Qctcd  with  morc  Safety  to  the  depositor  than  it  is  now  by 
private  institutions.  This  may  be  inferred  from  the  greater 
security  the  national  banks  afford  than  their  private  com- 
l)etitor8  do.  A  recent  report  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Currency  shows  that  the  failures  among  national  banks,  as 
compared  with  those  of  all  other  classes  of  banks,  are  as 
1  to  30. 

Other  opponents  cry  "  paternalism."  All  government  is 
more  or  less  paternal,  in  that  it  takes  care  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  Carrying  the  mails,  excluding  disease- 
infected  vessels  from  the  harbors  of  trade  and  commerce, 
preserving  the  peace,  providing  for  public  education,  sub- 
sidizing agricultural  colleges,  maintaining  agricultural  sta- 
tions, and  making  Weather  Bureau  predictions,  are  all  of 
them  paternalistic. 

Some  affect  to  see  the  specter  of  centralization  in  the 
postal- savings  system.  It  is  true  that  it  operates  directly 
to  centralize  capital,  but  only  that  it  may  be  redistributed 
and  thus  put  to  nse.  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  trench- 
ant reply  made  to  this  objection  by  one  of  my  predeces- 
sors, Mr.  Creswell,  in  1873: 

If  to  establish  postol  savings  depositories  would  be  in  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  there  is  an  end  of  the  matter  at  once.  If,  on  the 
tralisation"  wHl  contrary,  such  action  would  not  be  unconstitutional,  then  th(^  only 
up  constitution-  question  is  whether  their  establishment  would  on  the  whole  be  advan- 
tcigeons  for  the  people  and  the  Government.  Since  the  National  Gov- 
ernment has  assumed  to  organize  and  control  the  banking  of  the 
country,  and  has  found  warrant  of  law  for  undertaking  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  people's  money  through  the  mails,  it  would  appear  that  it 
is  only  discharging  its  whole  duty  and  completing  its  financial  work 
by  providing  for  the  safety  of  the  small  savings  of  the  industrious  and 
frugal  poor.  If,  in  addition,  it  can  be  shown  that  postal  savings 
depositories  will  serve  to  fortif}'  the  national  credit,  make  more  equa- 
ble the  financial  operations  of  the  country,  cultivate  habits  of  thrift 
among  the  industrial  classes  and  illustrate  the  excellence  of  our  insti- 
tutions by  protecting  and  augmenting  the  accumulations  of  self- 
denying  toil,  and  thus  in  time  merging  the  workman  into  tliA  cap- 
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italist,  the  cry  of  centralization  can  not  be  made  to  drown  the  voice 
of  the  people  in  their  demand  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
8tatee  shall  execute  for  their  benefit  the  high  offices  enjoined  upon  it 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  system  is  pronouDced  impracticable  by  some,  for  the 
alleged  reason  that  this  coantry,  fortunately  unlike  the 
European  examples  cited  in  this  report,  has  not  enough  of 
a  national  debt  to  absorb  the  hidden  savings  of  the  people. 
There  is  enough  of  a  national  debt,  if  it  should  be  used  for  j^Nattonja  debt 
that  purpose,  to  afford  investment  for  such  savings  during  immediate  pur- 
the  next  ten  or  fifteen  years,  after  which  the  wisdom  gained 
from  experience  may  be  safely  intrusted  with  the  problem 
of  finding  other  fields  of  investment  in  this  great  and  grow- 
ing country. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  recur  in  this  connection  to 
the  fact  that  the  security,  and  not  the  rate  of  interest,  is 
the  primary  and  essential  condition  of  a  successful  postal 
savings  system.  It  is  upon  this  proposition  that  all  the 
systems  of  Europe  are  based.  The  rate  of  interest  would  not^th6*rkte"o1 
necessarily  be  low,  if  not  the  lowest  in  the  market,  and  int^nwt.  the  e*. 

•^  '  ,-...,  ,  Bential    require- 

consequently  the  investments  would  invite  the  very  best  meat, 
securities.    In  loaning  money  the  minimum  rate  of  interest 
insures  the  maximum  degree  of  safety,  and  the  applicBr 
tion  of  this  principle  to  i)08tal  savings  will  inevitably  lead 
to  channels  of  investment  both  ample  and  secure. 

It  is  a  matter  of  daily  occurrence  in  courts  of  chancery 
for  orders  to  issue,  directing  guardians  and  trustees  to 
invest  the  moneys  of  widows,  orphans,  and  other  wards  in 
the  bonds  of  States,  counties,  and  municipalities,  and  even    suto  »nd  ma- 

'  ,  ,         -.  «•■«      nicipal  bonda  af- 

m  real  estate.  If  these  channels  of  investment  could  be  <ord  safe  invest- 
judiciously  opened  to  the  proposed  savings  they  would  fur- 
nish an  illimitable  field  for  the  accumulations  of  the  future. 
A  suggestion  made  by  several  of  my  predecessors  is  that 
a  part  of  the  postal  savings  could  be  profitably  devoted  to 
the  erection  of  public  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Perhaps  at  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  Government 
was  the  necessity  for  such  buildings  so  great  as  at  present. 
This  Department  alone  is  paying  approximately  $1,300,000  inveatment  in 
in  rentals  this  year,  the  bulk  of  which,  $800,000,  isSSiiIungJ!''^^*'* 
expended  for  832  buildings,  leased  outright,  for  the  use 
of  first,  second,  and  a  few  third  class  post-ofiSces  in  towns 
where  the  Federal  Government  owns  no  buildings  or  where 
the  buildings  owned  are  inadequate  for  the  service.  The 
total  expenditure  for  rents  by  the  Government  during  the 
last  fiscal  year  closely  approximated  $2,000,000.  All  the 
Departments  and  Congress  are  paying  annually  for  the 
p  M  G  97 3 
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rent  of  buildings  in  this  city  more  tban  $200^000.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  paying  rent  for  baildings  at  a  rate  equal  to 
and  ranging  from  5  to  10  per  cent  of  their  value,  when 
it  could  erect  and  occupy  better  buildings  at  a  cost  not 
exceeding  one-half  of  the  lower  rates. 

I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  at  this  time  to  enter  into  a 
discussion  of  the  details  of  a  postal  sowings  system.  That 
can  be  done  more  profitably  when  the  proposition  culmi- 
nates in  Congressional  debate  and  enactment.  All  I  desire 
to  do  is  to  present  the  subject  in  a  general  way  in  order  to 
show  my  sympathy  with  the  movement,  now  so  prominent, 
Cooperation  and  to  iudicatc,  in  conclusion,  my  purpose  to  cooperate  with 

with  tlie  firleuds  ^,       ^.        ,         «'        .    ,  .  a  -^    •  ^\  x   -, 

of  the  proposithe  fncuds  of  postal- savings  depositories,  and  to  contrib- 
ute, by  suggestion  and  information,  to  the  best  of  my  abil- 
ity, toward  the  establishment  of  a  judicious  and  practical 
system  of  'collecting,  employing,  and  augmenting  the 
smallest  savings  of  the  people,  to  the  end  that  comfort  and 
happiness  may  follow,  as  they  ever  do,  upon  the  heels  of 
thrift  and  industry. 

I  have  dwelt  upon  this  subject  at  considerable  length, 
and  trust  that  you  will  concur  in  the  conclusions  reached. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  note,  in  this  public  manner,  the 
uniform  testimony  of  the  public  as  to  the  courtesy  and 
intelligence  of  the  great  army  of  workers  engaged  in  this 
service,  and  I  appreciate,  too,  that  I  have  been  ably  sup- 
ported in  my  brief  experience  here  by  my  assistants  and 
by  many  others  ckarged  with  the  exacting  responsibility 
of  directing  the  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

James  A.  Gary, 

Postmaster-  Oenera  L 
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Office  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-General 

FOR  the  PostOffice  Department, 

Washington^  D.  C,  October  27 j  1897. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this  report  on  the  operations  of  this 
office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  prefacing  it  with  the  sug- 
ffestiou  that  no  report,  however  voluminous,  could  convey  an  adequate 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  business  whi«h  here  passes  under  review,  nor 
a  complete  conception  of  the  importance  of  what  is  done.  No  expendi- 
tures are  made  ui)on  the  direct  or  remote  order  of  the  Assistant 
Attorney-General,  save  such  action  as  is  taken  by  him  in  the  examina- 
tion of  the  claims  of  postmasters  for  losses  by  fire,  burglary,  and  un- 
avoidable casualties,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  and  his 
recommendations  to  the  Postmaster-General  favoring  the  allowance  or 
disallowance  of  such  claims.  But  no  transactions  of  great  or  small 
magnitude  occur  in  any  bureau  or  division  of  the  Department  which  are 
not  liable  to  be  referred  to  him  for  advice,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  many 
of  them  are  thus  brought  to  his  official  notice.  So  the  most  important 
portion  of  his  duties  relates  mainly  to  departmental  affairs,  the  construc- 
tion of  statutes,  the  application  of  the  law  to  cases,  the  determination 
of  the  rights  of  parties  in  connection  with  departmental  action,  and  the 
delineation  of  the  powers  coni'erred  upon  the  Postmaster-General  and 
his  official  staff,  together  with  the  construction  of  regulations  and  their 
conformity  or  nonconformity  to  the  law,  all  subjects  which  can  not  be 
intelligently  or  satisfactorily  explained  or  described  in  such  a  report 
as  this. 

During  the  fiscal  year  under  review  244  "fraud  orders"  (issued  under 
the  provisions  of  amended  sections  3894, 3929,  and  4041,  Revised  Stat- 
utes, commonly  known  as  the  "lottery  law")  were  prepared  in  this 
office,  sanctioned  by  the  Postmaster-General,  and  made  operative  by  his 
signature,  only  12  of  them  having  been  so  prepared  and  approved  since 
May  8  last,  when  I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties, 
the  remainder  (232  in  number)  having  been  prepared  by  my  immediate 
predecessor.  Of  these,  54  were  duplicate  orders — that  is  to  say,  orders 
relating  to  the  same  parties,  which  operated  at  different  points,  thereby 
requiring  notice  to  the  several  postmasters  at  these  points;  24  of  these 
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orders  applied  to  lotteries  operating  as  bond-investment  schemes,  27  to 
lotteries  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  and  193  of  them  to  schemes 
devised  for  fraudulent  purposes,  or,  in  the  language  of  the  law,  "  for 
obtaining  money  or  property  of  any  kind  through  the  mails  by  means 
of  false  or  fraudulent  pretenses,  representations,  or  promises."  Sixty- 
four  of  these  orders  were,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  issue,  revoked  for 
difierent  reasons,  the  majority  of  them  because  the  parties  against  whom 
they  were  directed  had  abandoned  the  business.  At  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  180  of  said  orders  remained  in  existence. 

In  the  execution  of  the  lottery  act  the  Department  has  been  sup- 
ported by  the  uniform  vigilance  of  the  inspectors'  force  and  the  watch- 
fulness of  postmasters.  The  courts  have  also  construed  the  law  strictly, 
and  in  the  several  decisions  rendered  they  have  passed  upon  every 
material  feature  thereof,  holding  them  all  to  be  constitutional,  thus 
sustaining  the  Department  in  every  view  expressed  and  every  order 
issued.  So  fortified,  such  vigorous  war  was  waged  against  all  lottery 
concerns,  whether  acting  under  charters  derived  from  States  or  with- 
out charters  (especially  the  Louisiana  Lottery,  intrenched*  behind  the 
bulwarks  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  that  State),  as  to  cause  their 
disbandment  and  abandonment.  These  were  succeeded  by  a  crop  of 
other  notorious  schemes  denominated  "bond  investment,''  "mutual 
investment  company,"  "guaranty  stock  investment  company,"  "deben- 
ture company,"  and  other  businesslike  titles  foreign  to  the  idea  of 
lottery;  some  offering  bonds  on  stipulations  impossible  of  perfor- 
mance; others  advertising  for  subscriptions  of  stock  without  ade- 
quate or  any  provision  for  protecting  it;  others  offering  to  issue  policies 
of  so  called  life  insurance,  operated  as  embodying  all  the  fundamental 
principles  of  life  insurance  and  J' operative  enterprises,"  and  so  on,  all 
shrewdly  concealing  the  elements  of  "chance  or  lot"  they  embodied 
and  the  descriptions  of  operations  which,  when  analyzed,  stamp  them 
as  schemes  devised  for  fraudulent  purposes. 

Upon  the  decease  of  the  Louisiana  Lottery  in  this  country  it  appeared 
in  a  rehabilitated  form  in  Honduras  and  conducted  a  feeble  business, 
partly  through  the  mails,  but  mainly  by  the  aid  of  express  companies 
in  the  United  States.  Other  kindred  concerns,  operating  under  the 
sanction  of  law  in  their  respective  countries  of  domicile,  have  attempted 
the  experiment  of  conducting  business  in  this  country  through  the  aid 
of  international  mails,  and  have  succeeded  to  a  lamentable  extent.  The 
recent  tariff  enactment,  however,  commonly  known  as  the  "Dingley 
Act,"  by  prohibiting  the  importation  of  lottery  tickets,  and  the  pro- 
mulgated regulations  by  the  Postmaster-General  to  make  the  prohibi- 
tion effective  so  far  as  transportation  in  the  mails  is  concerned,  seemed 
to  supply  the  only  remaining  means  within  the  scope  of  legislation  and 
departmental  regulations  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  lottery  evil  from 
other  countries  into  this. 

Either  this  ofiice  has  entertained  mistaken  ideas  for  several  years 
past  as  to  the  necessity  of  additional  legislation  to  properly  enforce 
the  existing  provisions  of  law  applicable  to  business  intrusted  exclu 
sively  to  it  by  departmental  regulations,  or  frequently  referred  to  it  by 
other  bureaus  for  advice,  or  Congress  has  failed  to  appreciate  the 
importance  of  the  recommendations  heretofore  made.  Be  it  one  way 
or  the  other,  it  is  my  duty  to  again  urge  the  needed  legislation. 

During  my  former  service  as  Assistant  Attorney-General  for  this 
Department  I  repeatedly  called  attention  to  the  evident  necessity  for 
providing  by  law  for  the  bonding,  direct  to  the  United  States,  of  assist- 
ant postmasters,  cashiers,  and  all  other  officers  and  employees  in  post- 
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<rfBoe«  qf  the  first,  seeondU  and  third  classes  who  have  the  custody  of, 
or  wbo  handle  public  lands.  In  the  annn^l  report  for  the  fiscal  vear 
ended  Jane  30^  1891, 1  stated  that : 


ehaage  in  Uie  Imw  conettBing  the  liabilit jr  of  snretiM  on  postmMton'  boDds, 
•o  as  to  more  clearij  define  their  da  ties  and  responsibilities  when  a  Tacancy  in  the 
office  of  postmaster  occurs,  shoold  be  made.  Considerable  annoyance  is  canood 
where,  in  the  erent  of  the  death  of  the  postmaster,  the  soreties  fail  to  agree  on  a 
person  to  act  as  postmaster  nntii  the  vaeancy  is  filled. 

The  matter  of  the  responsibility  of  assistant  postmaateza  ahonid  be  eonaidered  in 
this  coanertion.  This  officer  is  appointed  by  the  postmaster,  and  in  the  m^ority  of 
cases  is  the  aetnal  business  manager  of  the  office.  He  possesses  practically  all  the 
authority  of  the  postmaster,  and  has  the  ereater  insight  into  the  general  bosineaa  of 
the  office.  With  all  this  license  of  power  he  is,  however,  neither  by  statute  nor  regu- 
lation, under  any  direct  responsibility  to  the  I>epartment  by  bond  or  otherwise.  This 
eril  should,  in  my  judgment,  be  remedied  by  securing  the  Department  with  bonds 
tatiafiMtory  to  the  Postmaster-CeneraL  Similar  security  should  also  be  exaeted  of 
■oney-order  clerks  and  other  subordinate  employees  who  handle  public  funds. 

And  I  renewed  the  discnssion  in  the  annual  report  for  the  next  snc- 
eeeding  fiscal  year,  the  year  ended  Jane  ^,  1S92,  in  this  wise: 

I  renew  my  recommendation  that  assistant  postmasters  should  by  law  be  required 
to  execute  bonds  to  the  United  States  in  a  sum  to  be  determined  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  as  in  the  case  of  postmasters,  and  that  the  requirements  should  also  include 
Boney- order  and  registry  clerks  and  other  employees  in  post-offices  who  handle  pub- 
he  funds.  This  requirement  might  be  limited  to  offices  of  the  first,  second,  and  third 
classes.  These  employees  are,  ordinarily,  bonded  to  the  postmaster,  and  yet  if  loss 
of  public  funds  by  reason  of  their  sole  earelessness  or  dishonesty  ocenrs,  and  tiie 
pest  master  himself  declines  to  make  good  the  loos  it  is  very  doubtful  if  he  eoold  be 
compelled  to  do  so. 

The  bulk  of  authorities  and  decSkions  favor  the  conclusion  that  a  subordinate  offi- 
cer or  employee  of  a  post-office  is  an  officer  or  agent  of  the  United  States  who  is 
directly  liable  to  the  latter  for  losses  of  its  funds  occurring;  by  reason  of  bis  careless- 
or  dishonesty.  Therefore  there  ia  no  reason  why  the  law  should  place  the  post- 
iter  under  liond  and  not  require  simibir  security  from  his  subordinates.  The 
nty  for  additional  security  is  apparent  in  the  fact  that  by  the  existing  proTi- 
■iona  of  law  no  arrangement  is  made  for  the  conduct  of  an  office  suddenly  become 
vacant  by  the  absconding  from  or  abandonment  of  it  by  the  postmaster,  or  by  the 
discoTery  of  his  misappropriation  of  its  funds.  Arrangement  for  the  transfer  of 
the  office  to  the  boudbmen  upon  the  death  of  the  pontmaster  is  provided  by  regu- 
lation— an  arrangement,  however,  of  doubtful  expediency,  especially  when  the  sure- 
tiss,  several  in  number,  fail  to  agree  upon  a  co-surety  or  any  other  person  to  perform 
the  duties  of  postmaster.  It  is  not  unusual  that  an  important  office  remaina  vacant 
lor  a  lon^  time,  even  for  months,  after  a  postmaster's  death,  during  all  of  which 
period  it  IS  without  a  head  fully  responsible  to  the  Department  for  the  safe-keeping 
of  its  property.  ^ 

My  successor  (and  also  immediate  predecessor)  coincided  with  the 
views  I  had  expressed,  aud  joined  in  urging  upon  the  Postmaster- 
General  the  necessity  of  prott*ctiiig  the  interests  of  the  Government  by 
stronger  and  more  explicit  legislative  safeguards.  That  losses  to  the 
Department  have  not  frequently  occurred  by  the  earelessness  and  dis- 
honesty of  subordinates,  in  cases  where  collections  therefor  could  not 
have  been  enforced  by  law  of  the  postmasters,  is  truly  wonderful.  In 
any  case  involving  losses  to  which  the  postmaster  has  not  himself  con- 
tributed by  negligence,  the  entire  list  of  legal  authorities  and  decisions 
is  repugnant  to  the  belief  that  payment  therefor  by  iK>st masters  and 
their  sureties  can  be  enforced  in  the  courts.  In  view  of  this  fact,  which 
is  indisputable,  is  it  not  strange  that  a  cure  has  not  been  provided t 

Tour  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  accompanying  exhibit, 
marked  ^^A,''  showing  the  amounts  allowed  to  postmasters  under  the 
acts  of  Congress  approved  May  9, 188d,  and  June  11, 1896,  on  account 
of  losses  resulting  from  burglary,  fire,  or  other  unavoidable  casualty, 
and  for  money  remitted  for  deposit  and  lost  or  stolen  while  in  transmit 
to  depoaitories. 
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A  recapitulation  of  the  figures  given  shows  that  while  the  number  of 
claims  acted  upon  is  considerably  less  than  last  year,  the  amount  allowed 
is  somewhat  greater.  This  is  chiefly  accounted  for  by  the  iact  that  the 
act  first  mentioned  prohibited  the  allowance  of  any  claim  for  more  than 
$2,000  until  after  it  should  have  been  transmitted  to  Congress  and  an  ap- 
propriation made  therefor,  while  the  later  act  authorizes  the  Postmaster- 
General  to  allow  claims  not  exceeding  $10,000  in  amount;  and  on  the 
passage  of  the  latter,  several  claims,  each  for  more  than  $"^,000,  which 
were  then  pending  before  Congress,  were  taken  up  and  settled  by  the 
Department. 

In  the  consideration  of  claims  on  account  of  losses  resnlting  from 
other  causes  than  fire  or  burglary,  or  for  money  lost  in  transit,  it  is  fre- 
quently a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  determine  whether  the  cause  of 
the  loss  constitutes  an  "unavoidable  casualty^  (a  very  indefinite  phrase) 
within  the  meaning  of  the  law.  Several  attemiits  have  been  made  to 
have  the  law  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "unavoidable  casualty" 
and  substituting  therefor  "causes  not  resulting  from  or  contributed  to 
by  fault  or  negligence  of  the  i^ostmaster,''  or  words  of  similar  import. 
I  earnestly  renew  the  recommendation  of  the  proposed  amendment. 

Nearly  or  quite  all  the  ofi'enses  against  the  postal  laws  relating  to 
Climes  and  misdemeanors  which  reach  the  courts  are  discovered  by 
the  inspectors  of  this  Department,  and  as  a  preliminary  step,  in  many 
cases,  they  refer  the  facts  to  this  office  and  await  instruction.  Hence 
the  facts  in  each  of  said  cases  are  dissected  here  and  the  inspector 
notified  that  a  case  of  probable  guilt  has  or  has  not  been  developed. 
After  it  goes  to  the  United  States  attorney  for  his  consideration  we 
rarely  know  anything  more  about  it  until,  by  special  inquiry  of  the 
Department  of  Justice  or  information  obtained  from  newspapers,  we 
learn  that  the  case  has  gone  to  trial,  resulting  in  conviction  or  acquittal, 
or  has  been  disposed  of  on  demurrer,  or  motion  to  quash,  or  by  other 
means  well  known  to  lawyers.  And  when  the  decision  of  the  court 
involves  a  discussion  of  the  law  and  a  ruling  thereon,  or  instructions 
to  a  jury  in  which  the  applicability  of  the  law  is  stated  (which  is  often 
the  case),  this  Department  is  generally  informed  of  the  fact  a  long  time 
afterwards,  if  at  all.  It  is  rarely  consulted  about  the  management  of 
the  case,  or  has  any  further  official  connection  with  it  unless  the  accused, 
through  influential  friends,  asks  for  a  discontinuance  of  proceedings, 
or,  after  conviction  and  sentence,  appeals  for  commutation  of  sentence, 
or  pardon,  when  the  matter  is  promptly  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  who  is  then  asked  to  determine  whether  the  prayer 
for  mercy  should  be  granted. 

I  respectfully  submit  that  this  custom  should  be  discontinued  and 
that  the  management  of  prosecutions  for  off'enses  against  the  postal 
laws  should  devolve  on  this  office.  It  has  happened  in  quite  a  number 
or  instances  that  this  office  has  construed  and  applied  the  provisions 
of  a  statute  differently  from  the  decision  of  a  Federal  court  remote 
from  the  national  caj)ital,  and  continued  in  this  inconsistent  course, 
thus  producing  confusion  and  mischief,  for  some  time  before  the  conflict 
of  rulings  has  been  brought  to  its  notice. 

What  is  suggested  as  to  criminal  prosecutions  applies  with  almost 
equal  force  t^  civil  actions.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  for  a 
divided  jurisdiction  in  cases  api)lying  solely  to  postal  matters,  and  I 
therefore  recommend  that  the  Department  ol  Justice  shall  be  con- 
sulted concerning  tlie  advantage  to  be  gained  by  transferring  the 
consitleration  and  management  of  such  oases  to  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment, and  as  to  whether  this  could  be  done  without  legislation.    It  is 
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best  to  state  now  that  if  these  additional  duties  shall  be  imx>osed  on 
this  office,  they  can  not  be  performed  without  a  slight  increase  of  its 
law  and  clerical  force. 

The  necessity  of  a  separate  appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  law 
books  for  this  office  (not  exceeding  $«iOO  annually)  becomes  more  and 
more  apparent.  All  the  authorities  necessary  to  an  intelligent  under- 
standing of  the  law  and  its  application  to  the  growing  business  and 
general  progress  of  modem  times  is  not  contained  in  the  rei)ort8  of  the 
Federal  courts,  and  the  Opinions  of  the  Attorney-General,  which  are 
distributed  to  this  office  gratis,  agreeably  to  the  enactments  of  Congress. 
Many  new  books  accepted  as  standard  by  the  legal  profession  will  be 
valuable  to  this  office,  and  they  could,  by  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment, 
be  obtained  at  a  small  expense.  • 

Corresponding  with  this  suggestion,  I  earnestly  recommend  that  pro- 
vision be  made  for  the  printing  and  binding  into  volumes  of  the  opin- 
ions which  have  in  the  last  twenty-five  years  emanated  from  the  Assist- 
ant Attomey-GeneraFs  Office  of  this  Department.  These  cover  almost 
every  question  relating  to  postal  contracts,  to  the  powers  and  duties  of 
postmasters  and  postal  employees,  as  well  as  to  the  powers  of  the  Post- 
master-General and  other  officers  of  the  Department  proper,  and  to 
every  phase  of  departmental  business.  They  exist  only  in  manuscript, 
stowed  away  in  boxes  and  pigeonholes,  inaccessible  to  any  officer  of 
the  Department  in  other  bureaus  and  to  attorneys  practicing  before  the 
Department,  many  of  them  accessible  to  the  Assistant  Attorney-General 
and  his  force  only  after  a  long  and  careful  search.  I  submit  that  the 
continuance  of  this  condition  will  be  inexcusable  (especially  as  the  cost 
of  printing  and  binding  will  be  infinitesimal],  and  that  no  good  reason 
exists  for  treating  the  law  literature  of  this  Department  differently 
from  that  of  all  the  otlier  Departments. 

The  necessity  for  a  small  addition  to  the  clerical  force  of  this  Depart- 
ment to  meet  present  conditions  was  heretofore  brought  to  your  atten- 
tion in  special  communications  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of 
estimates  for  the  coming  fiscal  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Jas.  N.  Tynbb, 
Assistant  Attorney -Genet'al  for  tlie  Post- Office  Department. 

The  Postmaster-General. 
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Eeoapitulatian  of  allowanceB, 

POSTAL  FUNDS. 

Lost  by  burglary $11,042.12 

Fir© 611.36 

Robbery 8,877.38 

In  transit 48.96 

Floods  and  storms 163.88 

Sinking  of  ground  under  post-office 6. 75 

POSTAGE  STAMPS. 

Lost  by  burglary 72,776.16 

Fire 13,076.17 

Robbery 4.00 

Floods  and  storms 582.98 

Larceny 4,222.95 

Mice 51.85 

Sinking  of  ground  under  post-office 8.55 

MOXEY-ORDBR  FUNDS. 

Lost  by  burglary 10,545.31 

Fire 497.78 

Robbery 50.95 

In  transit 1,783.75 


$15^  75a  45 


90,722.6S 


12,877.79 


Total 119,350.90 

Total  lost  by- 
Burglary  94.363.59 

Fire 14,185.31 

Larceny 4,222.95 

Robbery 3,932.33 

In  transit 1,832.71 

Floods  and  storms 746.86 

Destruction  by  mice 51.85 

Sinking  of  ground  under  post-office 15.30 

119,360.90 


Claims  pending  June  30, 1896 338 

Claims  received  to  June  30, 1897 1,150 


Claims  allowed  during  year 832 

Claims  disallowed,  dismissed,  or  withdrawn 280 


1,488 


1,112 


Pending  June  30, 1897 376 

NOTK. — In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  five  claims  previously  disallowed  wer«  recon- 
sidered and  allowed,  making  the  total  number  of  claims  disposed  of  1,117. 

Comparative  statement  of  allowanoe$. 


Cause  of  loss. 


Pire 

Burglary 

In  transit 

Miscellaneous 


Total 


IBM. 


Postal 
funds. 


$883.66 

13, 837. 43 

225. 35 

663.81 


15,562.25 


Stamp«f 
etc. 


$19,629.02 
52,944.86 


278.13 


72,851.61 


Money-or- 
der funds. 


$1,492.47 

10.440.85 

2. 797. 82 

1,495.29 


10,226.43 


1897. 


Postal 
funds. 


$611.86 

11,042.12 

48.96 

4,048.01 


16,750.45 


Stampa, 
etc. 


$13,076.17 
72,776.16 


4.870.88 


90.728.66 


Money-or- 
der funds. 


$497.78 

10,545.31 

1,788.76 

60.96 


12,877.79 


Aggregate  forl8»6 $104,640.19 

Aggregate  for  1897 119.850.id 


Increase 


14,710.71 
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B  OF  THE  TOPOOBAPHEBy 
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REPORT 

OF  THR 

TOPOGRAPHER  OF  THE  POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 


Post-Offiob  Department, 
Office  of  the  Topoobapheb, 

Washington^  D.  (7.,  September  30j  1897. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  work  of 
this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897. 

The  daily  orders  of  the  Department  establishing,  changing,  anddis- 
coDtinaiDg  XH>st  offices  and  routes  were  promptly  recoMed;  and  the 
data  necessary  for  revising  the  maps  in  accordance  therewith  were  pro- 
cured and  accurately  used.  The  monthly  correction  of  the  working 
diagrams  used  by  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Department— the 
important  duty  of  this  office — was  duly  attended  to.  The  draftsmen 
prepared  also  the  successive  sets  of  copy  for  the  alteration  of  the  litho- 
graphic stones  (base  and  color)  prior  to  the  printing  of  each  quarterly 
edition  of  the  post-route  maps. 

New  compilations  for  Kentucky-Tennessee,  Pennsylvania,  Louisiana, 
Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and  Colorado  were  completed,  and  the  finished 
maps  issued  with  the  regular  editions.  Similar  compilations  for  Florida, 
Michigan- Wisconsin,  and  Maryland-Delaware-District  of  Columbia 
are  now  in  form  for  photolithographing.  Kedrawn  maps  of  Kansas- 
Nebraska,  Montana-Idaho- Wyoming,  and  Arkansas-Oklahoma-Indian 
Territory  were  published.  The  maps  of  North  Dakota-South  Dakota 
and  Ohio  are  being  compiled  anew. 

With  the  completion  of  the  new  maps  now  in  hand  all  the  bases  in 
use  four  years  ago  will  have  been  replaced;  and,  by  reason  of  drawing 
to  enlarged  scales  and  of  rearrangement  for  more  convenient  reference, 
the  post-route  maps  issued  quarterly  to  illustrate  the  mail  service  of 
the  country  are  34  in  number  instead  of  26,  as  formerly.  In  nearly 
every  case  it  is  necessary  to  replace  the  map  base  at  intervals  of  three 
or  four  years,  in  order  that  the  results  of  recent  surveys  as  well  as  the 
status  of  the  postal  service  may  be  clearly  shown.  The  printing  of  the 
drainage  in  a  color  distinctive  from  the  other  work  on  the  maps  now 
made  is  a  feature  that  contributes  to  the  clearness  desired. 

In  connection  with  the  printing  of  the  post-route  maps,  I  have  to 
report  that  the  change  of  the  contract  term  from  one  to  four  years,  as 
authorized  by  Congress,  has  proved  very  satisfactory.  It  has  reduced 
the  cost  of  the  maps,  secured  better  work,  and  obviated,  for  the  term 
at  least,  the  untoward  incidents  of  changing  contractors,  namely,  the 
annual  delay  in  printing  the  new  contractor's  first  edition,  and  the  risk 
in  moving  from  one  city  to  another  the  71  bulky  photolithographic  rec- 
ord stones— valuable  property  of  the  Department  not  readily  replaced 
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REPORT 


OF  THB 


FIRST  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


Post-Oppice  Depabtmbnt, 
Office  FmsT  Assistai«t  Postmasteb-General, 

Washington^  D.  (7.,  October  12^  1897. 

SiB:  In  presenting  to  yon  my  first  annual  report,  being  for  the  fiscal 
jear  ended  Jane  30, 1897, 1  desire  to  emphasize  certain  recommendations 
intended  to  further  advance  the  nsefalness  of  the  general  postal  service. 
All  of  these  recommendations  propose  improvements  accompanied  by 
actnal  economies.  It  is  my  special  ambition  to  apply  modem  business 
methods  not  only  to  each  extension  of  the  service  within  my  jnrisdic- 
tion,  bnt  to  such  of  the  old  establishments  as  will  admit  of  advance- 
ment. 

While  there  has  been  under  each  administration  an  earnest  effort  to 
keep  pace  with  private  business  methods  in  this  public  service,  I  was 
early  impressed  upon  assuming  the  duties  of  this  office  that  the  result 
was  in  most  instances  a  saving  at  the  spigot  with  a  waste  at  the  bung, 
aod  that  the  tendency  was  to  give  greater  attention  to  inexpensive 
economies  than  to  large  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  modern 
commercial  aggressiveness.  This  may  have  been  due  in  a  measure  to 
conditions  for  which  executive  officers  were  not  always  to  blame — 
rather  a  lack  of  fixed  purpose  in  the  detail  and  determined  application, 
and  the  absence  of  legislative  support  of  such  purposes  as  may  have 
been  from  time  to  time  fixed. 

Without  additional  facilities,  you  will  find  reported  in  the  various 
divisions  many  important  improvements  recently  effected,  and  requests 
for  means  with  which  to  develop  others  in  anticipation.  I  would  direct 
jour  8x>ecial  attention  to  certain  recommendations  to  be  found  under 
the  heading  of  salaries  and  allowances.  The  assistance  of  Congress 
should  here  be  especially  invoked.  Although  more  money  is  expended 
in  this  division  than  any  other  of  the  Department,  excepting  that  of 
transportation  of  the  mails,  and  albeit  the  most  modern  business  meth- 
ods are  here  required  for  the  purpose  of  coping  successfully  with  the  best 
commercial  ingenuity  in  the  adjustment  of  salaries  and  allowances  and 
the  execution  of  leases  and  contracts,  no  facilities  worthy  of  mention 
have  been  added  within  many  years.  This  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
public  business  calls  to  this  division,  and  with  greater  frequency,  more 
legislators  than  any  other  in  the  postal  service. 
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FIBST  ASSISTANT — SALARIES  AND   ALLOWANCES.  77 

aging  economies  and  aiding  improvemeats,  this  division  would  have 
opportunity  to  farther  improve  the  service  in  every  direction  without 
additional  cost. 

While  encomiums  have  been  heaped  upon  the  Department  for  very 
recent  improvements  made  in  the  canceling  of  stamps,  postmarking 
and  the  back  stamping  of  letters,  and  the  work  has  proved  the  best 
investment  in  a  small  way  of  any  under  our  direction,  we  find  ourselves 
helpless  to  continue  the  progress  without  creating  a  deficiency  for 
which  we  have  no  authority.  There  have  been  economies  in  kindred 
branches  of  the  service  which  created  surplases  amply  sufficient  to 
carry  forward  this  work  if  there  was  authority  given. 

I  place  especial  emphasis  upon  the  recommendation,  curiously  enough 
made  by  the  heads  of  three  of  my  divisions,  and  in  almost  identi^ 
language,  that  indemnity  company  bonds  be  required  of  such  employees 
as  handle  the  mail  in  post-offices,  or  have  to  do  with  the  issuance  or 
redemption  of  money  orders,  or  distribute  the  mails  as  carriers.  Al- 
though postmasters  are  directed  tp  have  renewed  the  bonds  of  certain 
employees  every  four  years,  there  is  no  requirement  relative  to  others, 
and  the  command  is  either  largely  disobeyed  or  the  bonds  from  various 
causes  become  worthless.  I  doubt  if  half  the  bonds  now  on  file  from 
the  employees  of  post-offices  of  the  country  would  stand  test. 

For  the  first  time  since  the  establishment  of  the  service  in  1891  a 
comprehensive  report  of  the  operation  of  rural  free  delivery  is  submit- 
ted. Necessarily  it  is  voluminous.  I  specially  desire  that  it  shall  be 
carefully  read  by  you,  with  a  view  to  requesting  of  Congress  such  legis- 
lation as  you  may  regard  necessary,  and  for  such  extensions  of  titie  serv- 
ice as  its  practical  operations  suggest. 

The  request  for  two  assistant  superintendents  of  the  free-delivery 
system— one  to  be  located  in  New  York  and  another  in  Chicago — with 
such  plenary  power  and  primary  jurisdiction  as  may  be  by  you  deemed 
proper,  will  save  much  time  and  expense  by  making  unnecessary  visits 
of  postmasters  and  carriers  to  the  general  Post-Office  Department.  The 
fhnctions  of  the  assistants  to  the  superintendent  of  the  free  delivery  will 
be  identical  in  value  with  that  of  the  division  superintendents  of  the 
Railway  Mail  Service. 

The  detailed  operations  of  the  Bureau  under  its  several  divisions  are 
as  follows: 

DIVISION  OF  SALARIBS  AND  ALLOWANCES. 

Upon  this  division  devolve  the  duties  of  making  annual  adjustment 
of  the  salaries  of  postmasters  at  first,  second,  and  third  class  (Presi- 
dential) post-offices;  consideration  of  applications  for  clerk  hire,  rent, 
fuel,  light,  furniture,  canceling  machines  and  motive  power  for  operat- 
ing aame^  miscellaneous  and  incidental  items,  and  advertising;  adjust- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  salaries  and  duties  of  employees  attached  to 
first  and  second  class  offlees  and  stations  eonneotttd  therewith ;  estab- 
lishment of  stations  and  substations  in  cooneotion  with  the  larger 
offices;  consideration  of  matters  bearing  upon  the  change  of  location 
of  Presidential  offices;  supervision  and  establishment  of  box-rent  rates 
and  deposits  for  keys  for  lock  boxes;  correspondence  with  the  Civil 
Service  Commission  bearing  upasi  all  matters  pertaining  to  clerks  in 
the  classified  service;  exandnation  of  rosters  of  clerks  connected  with 
1S9  first-class  and  74d  secmd-class  offices,  and  230  stations  and  594 
substations  attaebed  tirareto,  together  with  correspondence  relative  to 
changes  in  the  clerical  foroe. 
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Until  recently  it  had  been  the  castom  of  this  division,  in  computing 
the  salaries,  to  accept  the  figures  submitted  by  postmasters  in  their 
quarterly  returns.  Now  the  reports  are  verified  by  comparison  with  the 
records  of  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post-Office  Department. 

SiaiemetU  showing  the  nmniher  of  PreMeniial  posUoffioes  bif  duasetf  the  aggregate  of  mIo* 

fie9,  and  the  total  gro8$  recoiptt,  July  1,  t897. 


ClaM. 


Flwt 

Second 

Thiid 

Total 


Nam- 
beruf 
offiom. 


109 

750 

2,814 


8,733 


Salaries  of 

postmaa- 

ten. 


$596,600 
1, 758, 400 
3,940,500 


6, 301, 500 


Total  groM 
receipts, 
four  quar- 
ters ended 
Mar.  31, 
1897. 


$44,893,?» 
11.202.509 
10.298,2K7 


66,984,085 


The  following  table  shows  the  result  of  the  revision : 

first  class  post-offices : 

Number  June  30, 1897 169 

Second  class  advanced  to  first  class  July  1, 1897 2 

Beleeated  to  second  class  July  1,  1^7 2 

Namber  July  1, 1897 169 

Second  class  post-offices : 

Number  June  30,  1897 746 

Belegated  to  third  class  July  1,  1897 24 

Advanced  to  first  class  July  1, 1897 2 

First  class  relegated  to  second  class  July  1,  1897 2 

Third  class  advanced  to  second  class  July  1,  1897 33 

Diacontinued  July  1,  1897 4 

Number  July  1,  1897 750 

Third  class  post-offices : 

Number  June  30,  1897 2,854 

Belegated  to  fourth  class  July  1, 1897 47 

Advanced  to  second  class  July  1,  1897 33 

Second  class  relegated  to  third  class  July  1, 1897 24 

Fourth  class  advanced  to  third  class  July  1,  1897 19 

Discontinued  July  1,  1897 3 

Namber  July  1, 1897 2,814 

First  class  July  1, 1897 169 

Second  class  July  1, 1897 750 

Third  class  July  1, 1897 2,814 

Total  number  Presidential  offices  July  1, 1897 3, 733 


and 


MKi-y  of  adjusimentt  of  salaries  of  postmasters  at  Presidential  offices  Julyl,  1896, 
July  1, 1897,  showing  in  detail  the  net  increase  in  salaries  of  said  posttnasiers. 


Date. 


July  1,1896 

July  1,1807 ... 

TUa  increase  Is  shown  in  detail  as  follows: 
Total  namber  of  first,  second,  and  third  class  post-offices  whereat 
increases  were  madie  July  1, 1807 


Namber 
of  offices. 

Salaries  of  postmasters. 

Aggregate. 

Net 
increase. 

8,651 

$6,203,900 
6, 301, 500 

8,733 

82 

97.600 

$97,600 

704 

82,100 
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Summary  of  adjuatmenU  ofaalarieB  of  poBtmaaten  at  PreaidmUal  officer  Juhf  1,  ISSS,  amd 
July  1, 1897, 9howing  in  detail  the  nel  increaae  in  aalarie$  of  aaidpoatmaatero — Conl^d. 


Date. 


New  Preildentiii]  ofllces  during  fiscal  year: 

October  1,1896 

January  1, 1887 , 

April  1.1807 

July  1,1887 


Total 

Grand  total  of  increase. 


BBDUOTIOMB. 


Belegated  to  fourth  class  July  1, 1887 

By  redactions  at  575  ofBces  July  1, 1887 

By  Presidential  offices  diecontinaed; 

NeapoUs,  Vs.,  Jaly  15,  1806 

Port  Howard,  Wis.,  July  15. 1896 

Arlington,  Mass.,  Hay  1, 1897 

Aubumdale,  Mass.,  Jane  80, 1807 

Kewton,  Mass.,  June  80, 1807 

Vewtonville,  Mass.,  Jane  30,  1807 

West  Newton,  If  ass.,  Jane  80, 1897 

Newton  Upper  Falls,  Mass.,  d  one  30. 1897. 

Newton  Highlands,  Mass.,  Jane  M,  1897. . 

Fort  Brook,  Fla.,  JoneSO,  1897 


Total. 


By  balance  net  increase  of  salaries  July  1, 1897. 
Total 


Number 
of  offices. 


62 
48 
20 
19 


139 


47 


57 


Salaries  of  postnastcta. 


156,200 
60,700 
21,500 
21,800 


148,700 


230.800 


48,000 
65,800 

1,000 
1,600 
2,200 
2,800 
2,400 
2,400 
2,200 
1,700 
1,800 
1,200 


133,200 
07.600 


230,800 


Net 


•97,006 


IRREGULAR  SALE  OF  POSTAGE  STAMPS  AND  STAMPED  PAPER. 

Under  section  470  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  Begolations,  edition  of 
1893,  a  postmaster  is  forbidden  to  solicit  the  purchase  at  his  office  of 
stamped  paper  by  persons  living  or  doing  basiness  within  the  delivery 
of  another  post-officeorthe  mailing  of  matter  at  his  office  (if  of  the  fourth 
class)  rather  than  at  another.  The  Department  has  always  endeavored 
to  secure  a  postmaster  whose  friends  would  not  sacrifice  the  public  inter- 
est for  the  postmaster's  private  gain  and  whose  compensation  would 
be  regulated  by  the  business  that  properly  belonged  to  his  office.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  violations  of  this  rule  are  followed  by 
removal,  there  is  ample  evidence  at  hand  to  demonstrate  that  many 
postmasters  (particularly  those  at  post-offices  contiguous  to  great  busi- 
ness and  commercial  centers)  are  actively  engaged  in  the  irregular  sale 
of  postage  stamps,  thereby  increasing  their  official  compensation,  and 
incidentally  their  clerk  hire,  rent,  light,  fuel,  and  miscellaneous  allow- 
ances. Many  of  these  postmasters  enjoy  the  luxuries  of  a  private 
office,  etc.,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  do  not  actually  perform  the 
amount  of  service  commensurate  with  their  salaries.  Provision  should 
be  made  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  Government  by  enforcing  strin- 
gently the  regulation  forbidding  postmasters  unnaturally  enlarging 
their  salaries  and  allowances  at  the  public  expense. 


POST-OFFICE  CONSOLIDATION. 


Under  the  present  law  the  Postmaster-General  may  consolidate  any 
post-office,  not  a  county- seat  post-office,  with  and  make  the  same  a 
part  of  a  free-delivery  post-office. 
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A  consolidation  recently  effected  at  I^ewton  Center,  Mass.,  gave  us 
the  following  result: 


Poflt-office. 


Kewton 

Ne  trtonville 

ITest  Newton 

Newton  Center 

Newton  Higlilands 

Newton  Upper  I'alls 

Anborndftie 

Total * 


Cost  before  coniolida- 
tlon. 


Salary  of 
poBtmaiiier. 


$2,400 
2,400 
2,200 
2,200 
1,000 
1,600 
2.400 


15,100 


Clerk  hire. 


Present  cost. 


$1,800 
1,800 
1,400 
1,400 


1,400 


7,800 


22,900 


Salary  of 
postpiaster. 


12,200 


2,200 


Clerk  hire. 


$2,800 
2,200 
2,200 
8,600 
1,5G0 
600 
1,500 


14,400 


10,600 


This  consolidation  showed  a  saving  of  (12,900  on  postmasters'  sal- 
aries, bat  increased  the  clerk  hire  allowance  (6,600,  effecting  a  net 
saving  of  (6,300,  and  a  vastly  improved  service.  Under  the  limitations 
fixed  by  Congress  the  (12,900  redaction  in  postmasters'  salaries  was 
not  available  for  clerk  hire,  hence  the  expense  necessary  for  the  main- 
tenance of  these  new  postal  stations  was  covered  by  the  clerk-hire 
appropriation,  now  almost  exhaasted. 

Along  the  north  shore  of  Staten  Island,  Kew  York^  six  Presidential 
offices,  with  postmasters'  salaries  ranging  from  (1,^)0  to  (2,900  per 
annam,  are  hnddled  together  like  one  coiitinaoas  city,  letter  carriers 
from  New  Brighton  and  West  New  Brighton  serving  many  of  the  res- 
idents of  the  adjoining  villages.  Owing  to  the  pecaliar  conformation 
of  Staten  Island,  residents  of  Eosebank,  Stapleton,  Tompkinsville, 
New  Brighton,  Mariners  Harbor,  Port  JEtichmoiid,  and  West  New 
Brighton  may  be  more  expeditionsly  and  economically  served  from 
New  Brighton  and  Tompkinsville.  An  officer  of  this  Department  bas 
gone  over  the  groand  very  carefally,  and  he  finds  that  consolidation 
and  free  delivery  for  this  section  alone  woald  effect  a  saving  of  nearly 
(6,000  per  annam. 

GBEATfiB  NEW  YOBK. 

• 

A  carefnl  estimate  shows  that,  with  the  consolidation  of  the  present 
independent  post-offices  within  the  limits  of  the  new  city  of  New  York, 
a  saving  of  at  least  (62,723.15  in  the  salaries  and  commissions  of  post- 
masters will  be  effected.  Another  considerable  redaction  may  be  made 
by  the  merging,  or  the  abolishment  in  many  instances,  of  the  several 
heads  of  divisions  and  other  officials  receiving  the  higher  salaries,  sach 
as  saperinteiidents  of  mails,  money  order,  registry,  city  delivery,  car- 
riers, cashiers,  finance  clerks,  and  bookkeepers,  etc. 

The  law  passed  at  the  close  of  the  first  session  of  the  Fiftyfoarth 
Congress  provided  that  no  post-office  established  at  any  connty  seat 
shall  be  abolished  or  discontiuaed  by  reason  of  any  consolidation  of 
post-offices  made  by  the  Postmaster-General  ander  the  existing  law. 
Congress,  in  my  opinion,  shoald  not  only  repeal  this  law,  bat  shoald  at 
the  same  time  authorize  the  Postmaster-General  to  extend  consolidation 
wherever,  in  his  belief,  the  service  may  be  thereby  benefited,  the  sav- 
ing effected  in  postmasters'  salaries  to  be  made  available  for  the  employ- 
ment of  sax>erintendents  and  clerks  necessary  in  the  post-offices  thas 
consolidated. 

p  M  G  97-: 6 


82 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


Anticipatiug  that  the  next  Congress  will  see  the  force  of  this  argu- 
ment, I  have  asked  no  increase  in  the  item  of  postmasters'  salaries, 
fully  believing  that  the  salaries  of  postmasters  saved  by  the  consolida- 
tion of  post-offices  throughout  the  country  will  fairly  approximate  the 
normal  growth  in  business. 

ESTIMATES  FOR  POSTMASTBRS'  SALARIES. 

The  estimates,  appropriations,  and  expenditures  for  salaries  of  jwst- 
masters  for  the  Jast  two  fiscal  years,  together  with  the  estimate  and 
appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  are  shown  by  the  following 
table: 


Year. 

Estimate. 

Appropriation. 

Expenditure. 

1805-06  

$16,500,000 
17, 000, 000 
17,000,000 

$16, 000. 000 
16, 250, 000 
16, 750, 000 

$16,561,181.10 

1890-07 

10,908,384.55 

1897-98        

I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $16,250,000  be  requested,  to 
cover  comx)ensation  of  postmasters  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1899. 

OLERKS  IN  POST-OFPIOEB. 

Allowances  for  oUrlcB  in  post-offices  of  the  first  and  second  classes  and  statiims  and  suhsta- 

turns  connected  therewiUi, 


Estimate. 

Appropriation. 

Expenditare. 

Year. 

Ainoont. 

Increase. 

Per  cent 

of 
increase. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Per  cent 

of 
increase. 

1888-89 

$5,050,000 
0,  900,  000 

7,  59C,  000 

8,  249,  000 
8,  025,  000 

8,  800,  OOO 

9,  700, 000 
10, 100,  000 
10,500,000 
11,000,000 

$5, 050, 000 
6, 550, 000 

7,  390, 000 
8,060,000 
8, 360, 000 

8,  810,  000 
9, 700.  000 

10, 100,  000 
10,  400,  000 
10, 600,  000 

$400,000 
600,000 
840,000 
670.000 
3(K),  000 
450,000 
800,000 
400,  000 
300,000 
200,000 

7.21 

10.08 

12.08 

9.07 

3.72 

5.38 

10.10 

4.12 

2.97 

1.92 

$5,926,840.09 
6.535.105.08 

7. 376. 551. 37 
7, 925, 050. 54 
8,341,642.87 
8,736,010.88 
9, 429. 523. 34 

9. 963. 992. 38 
10,  382,  060. 92 

$416,804.63 
608,  264. 90 
841, 446. 29 
548, 499. 17 
416, 592. 33 
394,  368. 01 
693, 512. 46 
534, 460. 04 
418, 068. 54 

7.56 

1881UK) 

1890-91  

10.20 
12.87 

1801-02 

1892-0:{ 

7.43 
5.26 

1893-94  

4.73 

1804-95 

7.94 

1805-96  

5.77 

181.6-97 

1807-98 

4.20 

Total 

66. 65 
6.66 

66.02 

Average  . 

7.43 

Balance  Avail  able  for  Increases  in  Clerk  Hire. — ^The  table  below  shows 
$263,430  available  on  July  1, 1897,  for  increases  in  salaries  of  clerks  and 
for  additional  clerks,  which  amount  is  but  47  per  cent  of  the  averag^e 
($555,031.01)  for  the  same  purpose  for  the  last  four  years.  It  will  be 
seen  that  my  predecessor  had  $804,284.59  available  for  increiirses  in 
clerk  hire  in  1894-95,  and  that  last  year,  with  the  smallest  amount  avail- 
able at  any  time  during  his  term,  he  had  $406,077.85.  On  June  30, 
1895,  the  unexpended  balance  amounted  to  $270,476.66,  and  during  the 
four  yeai's  the  average  unexpended  balance  was  $125,346.63. 
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Statement  8hoKi»§  the  poi'tion  of  clerk-hire  appropriation  available  at  heginiXing  of  fieeal 

year,  also  amount  unexpended  at  end  of  year. 


Viacal  year. 


lfi9a-94 

I»d4-d5 

18»u-M 

1896-97 

Average 

1807-98 


Clerk  hire. 


Available 
July  1. 


$436,408.00 
804,284.59 
573,29».59 
406, 077. 85 


555, 031. 01 


263, 480. 00 


Unexpended 
June  30. 


tie,  WXi.  17 

270. 476. 66 

136, 007. 62 

17, 039. 08 


125, 346. 63 


Separating  Cleric  Hire. — ^Postmasters  generally  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  under  the  Postal  Laws  and  Eegulations,  section  415,  clerks  are 
allowed  in  first  and  second  class  post-offices  only ;  and  in  third  and 
fourth  class  offices  the  allowance,  if  any,  is  only  for  separating  transit 
mail,  i.  e.,  mail  not  addressed  to  nor  delivered  from  their  offices.  (See 
section  416.)  Formerly,  the  allowances  for  separating  clerk  hire  were 
made  largely  upon  guesswork.  At  the  i>re8ent  time  the  postmaster 
making  application  is  required  to  make  an  accurate  count  of  mail  not 
addressed  to  nor  mailed  at  his  office,  and  to  report  the  average  number 
of  pieces  handled  daily.  He  is  also  required  to  report  the  average 
number  of  pieces  of  registered  matter  in  transit  handled  and  recorded 
by  him  monthly,  the  Railway  Mail  Service  being  called  upon  to  verify 
such  count  when  abnormal.  A  schedule  of  compensation  for  this  service 
simihir  to  that  used  in  the  annual  adjustment  of  postmasters'  salaries 
has  been  prepared,  and  as  a  result  postmasters  all  over  the  country  are 
paid  fairly  and  equitably  for  this  service. 

Upon  assuming  charge  of  this  Bureau  it  was  found  that  there  had 
been  no  readjustment  of  this  separating  clerk  hire  account  in  many 
years.  Allowances  made  in  the  eighties  had  been  continued  through 
the  several  administrations,  so  that  postmasters  had  come  to  regard 
them  as  a  part  of  their  fixed  compensation.  Eailway  extension,  with  a 
consequently  increased  number  of  railway  post-offices,  had  materially 
all'et^ted  the  separating  clerk  hire  allowances  all  over  the  country,  and 
in  hundreds  of  instances  had  cut  the  separating  service  off'  entirely, 
yet  the  allowances  had  been  continued.  It  was  also  developed  that 
many  postmasters,  presumably  through  ignorance  of  the  postal  regula- 
tions, had  been  performing  this  character  of  service  for  years  without 
compensation.  These  offices  have  since  been  caiefully  graded,  and  the 
postmasters  are  now  receiving  a  fair  allowance  for  separating  transit 
mails. 

Statement  of  tranaactiona  in  separating  clerk  hire  during  year  ended  June  SO,  1897. 


Items. 


Separating  clerk  hire  atanding  oniJiine  30,  1896 

AUowances  made  daring  the  year! 

Temporary  allowances  made 

Reduced  and  discontinued 

Dwsliiiwl 

Ket  decreaee  during  the  year 


Number 
of  offices. 


4,230 

67 

85 

153 

436 

424 


Amount. 


$594,069.00 

40, 250. 00 

9, 171. 68 

52,536.00 


12,277.00 


Increase  in  Appropriation. — The  $700,000  increase  in  clerk-hire  appro- 
priation asked  for  is  intended  to  provide  for  salaries  of  superintend- 
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ents  and  Herks  assuming  charge  (in  lien  of  postmasters)  at  post-offices 
it  is  proposed  to  consoUdate,  also  to  meet  the  uuusaal  demand  for 
increased  clerical  help  from  almost  every  post-office  in  the  country. 
Reports  recently  received  indicate  both  a  healthy  and  a  steady  increase 
everywhere,  many  postmasters  reporting  from  10  to  15  per  centum 
increase  in  gross  receipts  over  a  corresponding  period  last  year. 

I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $11,300,000  be  requested  to 
cover  clerk  hire  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1899. 

Classification  of  Clerics. — Eeferring  to  section  451,  Postal  Laws  and 
Begulatious  of  1887,  act  of  March  2, 1889,  Supplement  Revised  Stat- 
utes 1891,  679,  082,  classification  of  post-office  clerks,  I  would  earnestly 
recommend  that  the  salaries  paid  to  superintendents  of  money-order 
and  registry  divisions  at  the  sixteen  largest  post-offices  in  the  country 
equal  those  of  the  superintendents  of  mails  and  delivery,  or  45  per  cent, 
of  the  salary  of  the  postmaster,  excepting  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  where 
the  fifalary  shall  be  fixed  at  (3,200  per  annum. 

The  importance  and  financial  responsibility  pertaining  to  both  of 
these  positions,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  incumbents  are  required 
to  furnish  heavy  bonds,  frequently  at  their  own  expense  in  an  indemnity 
company,  constrain  me  to  urge  Congress  to  amend  the  law  as  above. 

RENT,    FUEL,  AND    LIGHT    FOR    FIRST,   SEOOND,   AND    THIRD    OLASS 

POST-OFFIOES. 

The  total  appropriation  for  rent,  fuel,  and  light  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1897,  was  (1,600,000,  and  the  authorized  allowances 
amounted  to  (1,532,617,  leaving  a  balance  of  (67,383. 

Beut,  fuelf  and  light  far  first,  »eoond,  and  third  claaa  post-offioe$. 


Estimate. 

Appropriation. 

Expenditure. 

Year. 

Amoimt. 

IncreaBO. 

Per  cent 

of 
increase. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Percent 

of 
increase. 

1888-«9 

$1,202,000 
1,115,080 
1,236,845 
1,324,300 
1, 382, 000 
1,439,350 
1, 505, 000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1, 000,  000 

$1,000,000 
1,115.080 
1, 236, 500 
1,324,300 
1,859,149 
1,432,000 
1,505,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 
1,600,000 

$897,790.46 
1,028,723.46 
1.124,508.42 
1,220,811.32 
1, 28e,  921. 63 
1.385,944.33 
1,442,061.36 
1,471.36.5.84 
1, 518, 625. 10 

1880-90 

$115, 080 
121,420 
87,800 
84,849 
72,851 
78,000 
95.000 

11.51 
10.89 
7.02 
2.63 
5.21 
5.10 
6.31 

$130,933.00 
95, 784. 96 
96,362.90 
69, 110. 31 
96, 022. 70 
56,117.03 
29, 304. 48 
47,250.26 

14.6 

1800-91  

9.31 

1891-92 

8.56 

189^-93 

5  06 

1893-94 .. 

1894-95 

7.45 
4.06 

1895-06 

2.03 

1806-97 

3.21 

1897-08 

Total 

48.67 
5.41 

54  87 

Avernge  . 

6.86 

PROVISIONS  FOE  POST-OFFICES. 

The  annual  adjustment  of  postmasters'  salaries  for  the  present  year, 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1883,  resulted  in  assign- 
ing 3,733  offices  to  the  Presidential  class.  These  ofiEices,  together  with 
the  stations  connected  with  first  and  second  class  post-offices,  and  such 
offices  as  may  be  advanced  to  the  Presidential  class  during  the  present 
fiscal  year  (estimated  at  140),  are  to  be  provided  for  out  of  this  appro- 
priation. As  shown  in  the  statement  under  the  head  of  leases,  239 
post  offices  and  stations  are  in  Government  buildings,  and  these  offices 
should  be  excluded.    From  information  furnished  by  the  Treasury 
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Department,  18  Government  bnildings  in  which  post-offices  are  to  be 
located  will  be  completed  daring  the  year;  and  if  bo,  an  annual  saving 
of  $48,877  will  result. 

LEASES  FOE  POST-OFFIOBS. 

At  post-offices  of  the  first  and  second  classes  leases  are  entered  into 
for  suitable  buildings,  wherever  practicable,  for  such  term  as  may  be 
agreed  upon,  but  not  to  exceed  five  years.  A  lease  ordinarily  covers  a 
complete  post-office  outfit  of  boxes,  fixtures,  furniture,  heat,  light,  and 
vault  or  safe.  Contract  to  rent  buildings  for  third-class  post-offices  can 
be  made  for  one  year  only. 

On  June  30, 1897,  there  were  914  post-offices  of  the  first  and  second 
classes.  Of  this  number  213  are  in  Government  buildings  and  G03  in 
buildings  leased  to  the  Government.  In  addition,  213  stations  of  first 
and  second  class  x)08t-offices,  and  16  post  offices  of  the  third  class,  are 
in  leased  buildings,  a  total  of  832.  The  total  sum  for  rent  under  leases 
on  June  30, 1897,  amounted  to  $793,511. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  there  were  420  lease  cases 
prepared  and  260  leases  executed,  the  net  increase  in  the  number  of 
offices  and  stations  in  leased  buildings  being  62  and  the  increase  in  the 
amount  for  rent  under  leases  being  $48,925. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  offices  and  stations,  by 
classes,  in  Government  buildings  and  leased  premises,  with  amounts  of 
rental: 


Clu0. 


First  class  .. 

Stations 
Second  class 

Stations. 
Third  class.. 

TMal.. 


Nnmber 
in  Govern- 
ment 
buildings. 


122 
1 

01 
1 

24 


239 


Leased  bnildings. 


Number. 


46 

200 

667 

7 

16 


832 


Bental. 


$96,379 

329.458 

361,408 

2,&15 

3,761 


793, 611 


POSTAL  STATIONS. 


Stations  and  substations  are  established  in  the  larger  cities  to  facili- 
tate the  delivery  of  mails,  and  to  furnish  postal  facilities  for  patrons 
remote  from  the  main  ofQce.  Carrier  stations  distribute  and  dispatch 
mail  and  transact  money-order  and  registry  business,  and  have  all  the 
facilities  of  a  free-delivery  post-ofiice.  Substations  are  usually  located 
in  drug  stores,  transact  money-order  and  registry  business,  and  handle 
stamps  and  postal  supplies.  The  large  carrier  stations  are  on  a  parity 
with  many  offices  of  the  first  class  in  point  of  stamp  sales  and  money- 
order  and  registry  business. 

During  the  year  19  stations  and  77  substations  were  established,  and 
15  substations  were  discontinued,  a  net  increase  of  81  stations  and  sub- 
stations. Six  post-offices  of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  classes  were 
discontinued  during  the  year,  and  6  stations  and  substations  were  estab- 
lished to  take  their  place.  The  salaries  and  allowances  at  the  discon- 
ned  offices  amounted  to  $8,620,  while  the  allowances  for  the  stations 
and  substations  amounted  to  $5,250. 

I  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $1,750,000  be  requested  to 
cover  rent,  fuel,  and  light  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  AND  INCIDENTAL   ITEMS  AND   FURNITURE  FOR 
FIRST  AND  SECOND  CLASS  POST-OFFICES. 

The  items  chargeable  to  this  appropriation  include  all  miscellancons 
articles  and  incidental  expenses  required  for  the  postal  service  tor  first 
and  second  class  post-offices,  and  stations  and  substations  connected 
therewith,  telephone  allowances,  and  the  cost  of  power  and  motors  for 
canceling  machines. 

Teleplwnes. — Many  of  the  first-class  post-offices  and  stations  connected 
therewith  are  now  provided  with  telephones,  such  service  aggregating 
(29,664  during  the  past  fiscal  year.  The  telephone  is  an  important 
adjunct  to  the  postal  business,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  that  such 
service  be  extended  to  all  post-offices  in  Government  buildings,  also  to 
those  under  lease  to  the  Post-Office  Departiuent.  There  should  be  tel- 
ephonic communication  between  all  stations  and  the  main  offices. 

Heretofore  this  division  has  been  paying  out  of  this  allowance  for 
many  items  for  Government  buildings,  such  as  brooms,  brushes,  soap, 
towels,  cleaning,  lighting,  power  for  canceling  machines,  etc.,  which, 
under  existing  regulations,  the  Treasury  Department  is  required  to 
and  should  supply.  An  estimated  saving  of  $11,314  has  thereby  been 
eftected,  enabling  me  to  extend  the  telephone  service  to  many  post- 
offices  which  had  not  heretofore  enjoyed  such  facilities,  and  at  the  same 
time  leaving  a  sufficient  balance  to  improve  the  sanitary  condition  of 
many  of  the  smaller  Presidential  post-offices. 

MUoellaneauB  and  inddenial  iUms  and  furniture  far  first  and  second  class  post-offices. 


Eflti- 
niatefl. 

Appropriation. 

Expenditure. 

Year. 

Amonnt. 

In. 
crease. 

De- 
crease. 

Per 

cent 
of  in- 
crease. 

Per 
cent 
of  de- 
crease. 

Amonnt 

In- 
crease. 

De- 
crease. 

Per 

cent 
of  in- 
crease. 

Per 
cent 
of  de- 
crease. 

1888-80.. 
1889-90.. 
1890-91.. 
1891-92.. 
1892-93.. 
1893-94.. 
1894-95.. 
1895-96.. 
1896-97.. 

$100,000 
110,000 
120,000 
132,000 
132,000 
140,000 
140.000 
150, 000 
150.000 
150,000 

$100,000 
110,000 
120, 000 
132,000 
110,000 
125,000 
140, 000 
150,000 
150,  000 
150,000 

$30,000 
10,000 
10,000 
12,000 

15,066" 
15,000 
10, 000 

$22 '666' 

42.80 
10 

9.09 
10 

12 
6.67 

ieJe?' 

$87,300 
109, 579 
111,  526 
119,784 
107,310 
111,688 
120, 371 
111,753 
143,616 

$24,184 

22,279 

1,948 

8,258 

'*4,"377' 
8,683 

'8i,"868' 

$i2,'474' 
'"8,'6i8' 

38.30 

25.52 

1.78 

7.40 

"4.' 63' 
7.77 

'28.' si' 

"io.'ii 
'"7.'i« 

1897-98.. 

* 

Tot 

ATf 

Net 

al 

104.26 

10.  43 

8.76 

18.67 
1.67 

113.36 
12.50 
10.64 

17.57 

^TVkfl^ . 

1.95 

average 

increaae. 

I  have  endeavored  to  handle  this  appropriation  economically  and 
fairly,  but  as  no  increase  has  been  made  since  the  fiscal  year  1805-9G, 
same  should  be  increased  to  $200,000.  I  therefore  recommend  that  an 
appropriation  of  $200,000  be  requested  to  cover  miscellaneous  and 
incidental  items  and  furniture  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 


OANOELTNa  MACHINES. 


The  Department  has  now  under  contract  100  canceling  machines  of 
the  William  Barry  pattern  and  291  of  the  American  Postal  Machines 
Oompany  of  Boston,  Mass.,  at  $175  per  annum  each.  The  satisfactory 
working  of  these  machines  and  the  enormous  saving  efi^ected  in  clerk 
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hire  by  their  ase  calls  for  a  very  liberal  increase  in  the  appropriation, 
that  all  of  the  post-offices  of  the  first  class,  as  well  as  a  fair  proportion 
of  the  larger  second-class  post-offices,  may  be  folly  equipped,  and  econo- 
mize time  and  improve  the  service. 

I  therefore  recommend  that  an  appropriation  of  $125,000  be  requested 
to  cover  rental  and  purchase  of  canceling  machines  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1899. 

LEaiSLATION  BEOOMMENDED. 

ApprapriatiGns. — A  conservative  estimate  shows  that  the  operations 
of  the  division  of  salaries  and  allowances  will  require,  to  cover  salaries 
of  postmasters  at  first,  second,  and  third  class  offices,  $16,250,000;  to 
cover  clerk-hire  allowances  at  the  various  first  and  second  class  offices 
throughout  the  United  States  and  separating  and  extraordinary  service 
at  third  and  fourth  class  offices,  $11,300,000;  rent,  fuel,  and  light  at 
first,  second,  and  third  class  offices,  $1,750,000  ;>  miscellaneous  items, 
first  and  second  class  offices,  $200,000;  advertising,  first  and  second 
class  offices,  $20,000;  canceling  machines,  first  and  second  class  offices, 
$125,000;  a  total  of  $29,645,000. 

Adjustment  of  Postmasters^  Salaries, — The  present  method  of  readjust- 
ing the  salaries  of  postmasters  each  year,  according  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3, 1883,  requires  that  the  same  be  based  on  the 
quarterly  returns  filed  by  postmasters  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for 
the  Post-Office  Department,  or  copies  or  duplicates  thereof  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  respective  postmasters  to  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster- 
Oeneral.  The  first  method  is  objectionable,  in  that  it  requires  a  search 
through  the  files  of  the  Auditor's  office  each  year  and  the  abstracting 
therefrom  of  about  14,000  to  16,000  quarterly  returns.  The  second 
method  is  equally  objectionable,  in  that  past  experience  has  shown 
that  the  copies  furnished  by  postmasters  are  unreliable,  and  that  by 
their  use  alone,  without  verification  by  comparison  with  the  records  of 
the  Auditor's  office,  many  errors  in  salaries  would  occur.  These  objec- 
tions can  be  obviated  by  permitting  this  office  to  secure  the  required 
data  direct  from  the  records  of  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post- 
Office  Department,  and  I  therefore  recommend  that  appropriate  legisla- 
tion be  had  with  that  end  in  view. 

/fecial  Agents, — While  every  possible  effort  has  been  made  by  this 
division  to  systematize  the  work  assigned  to  it,  much  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  in  securing  sufficient  data  for  a  clear  understanding 
of  the  various  subjects.  A  great  saving  has  been  effected  by  the  detail 
of  inspectors  to  investigate  allowances  for  rent,  clerk  hire,  etc.,  but  the 
limited  force  of  inspectors  available,  together  with  the  fact  that  it  is 
not  possible  for  a  man  to  become  expert  in  all  of  the  branches  of  this 
service,  leads  me  to  renew,  with  multiplied  emphasis,  the  recommenda- 
tion of  my  immediate  predecessor,  that  10  special  agents  be  assigned 
to  the  division  of  salaries  and  allowances — men  adapted  to  the  work  of 
the  division  and  familiar  with  the  inside  workings  of  a  post  office,  and 
who  may  intelligentlyinvestigate  charges  against  offending  postmasters 
and  clerks,  and  instruct  postmasters  how  to  secure  the  best  results  from 
the  force  employed;  men  who  are  familiar  with  the  accounts  of  a  post- 
office  and  its  miscellaneous  expenditures;  men  who  know  or  can  readily 
learn  real  estate  values,  to  enable  them  to  investigate  lease  cases  and 
changes  of  site;  and,  first  of  all,  men  who  can  effectually  prevent  the 
irregular  sale  of  postage  stamps,  referred  to  at  some  length  earlier  in 
this  report. 
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Several  of  tlie  officials  of  this  Department,  together  with  a  few 
selected  clerks  from  first-class  offices,  those  who  have  had  an  opi>or- 
tauity  to  know  the  postal  system  in  its  entirety,  would  perform  the 
work  to  a  nicety;  provided,  of  conrse,  that  the  salary  would  be  suffi- 
ciently large  to  compensate  them  for  their  continued  absence  from 
home — say,  $2,500  per  annum,  with  actual  expenses. 

So  well  convinced  am  I  that  an  enormous  saving  may  be  effected  by 
the  adoption  of  this  recommendation,  that  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  con- 
tract that  the  salaries  and  expense  incident  to  the  employment  of  such 
special  agents  shall  be  met  out  of  the  amount  asked  for  clerk  hire. 

Purchase  of  Sites  for  Postal  Stations. — The  Government  would  effect  a 
considerable  saving  if  it  were  to  purchase  outright  property  conven- 
iently located  for  its  postal  stations  in  the  larger  cities.  Eientals  for 
postal  stations  in  New  York  City  and  Brooklyn  alone  now  aggregate 
$156,045  per  annum.  This  amount  would  erect  and  equip  several  postal 
stations  annually,  dependent,  of  course,  on  the  value  of  the  real  estate 
in  the  particular  locality.  Competition  for  the  location  of  stations 
among  the  large  real  estate  holders,  in  New  York  City  especially,  would 
be  so  sharp  that  desirable  property  could  frequently  be  secured  at  a 
nominal  figure. 

High  one-story  buildings,  with  large  skylights,  and  mezzanine  floor 
for  storage  of  records,  carriers'  swing  room,  employees'  lockers,  and  lava- 
tories, affording  a  floor  space  of  about  5,000  square  feet,  would  answer 
oar  purpose  admirably,  and  within  ten  years  the  Government  would 
practically  enjoy  a  free  rental.  The  local  governments  of  both  New 
York  and  Brooklyn  long  since  found  it  necessary  to  purchase  build- 
ings for  fire  and  police  headquarters. 

Why,  then,  should  the  United  States  Government  longer  pay  large 
rentals,  when  by  an  increased  appropriation  of  $300,000  for  ten  con- 
secutive years — only  double  the  present  rentals — the  Government  would 
own  the  premises  occupied  by  every  postal  station  in  the  United  States Y 
Government  buildings  are  practically  free  from  taxation,  yet  owners  of 
buildings  used  for  post-office  purposes  are  obliged  to  consider  this  item 
in  submitting  their  proposals. 

Under  present  conditions  the  pT)st-office  equipment  does  not  revert 
to  the  Government  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  yet  the  lessors  in 
estimating  their  cost  usually  figure  to  pay  for  the  equipment  during 
the  first  five  years  of  the  lease,  and  justly  so,  for  the  reason  that  they 
have  no  assurance  that  the  Department  will  longer  continue  as  a  tenant 
Thus  the  Government  is  not  only  required  to  pay  taxes  upon  such 
buildings,  but  for  equipment  as  well. 

Duration  of  Leases. — The  realty  values  in  a  number  of  the  larger  cities 
are  so  rapidly  advancing  that,  in  order  to  judiciously  expend  the  money 
appropriated  for  rent  at  first  and  second-class  offices,  the  Post-Office 
Department  should  be  at  liberty  to  execute  leases  for  post-office  prem- 
ises for  a  i)eriod  in  excess  of  five  years  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Department,  it  is  necessary.  Numerous  instances  have  occurred  where 
very  greatly  reduced  rentals  could  have  been  secured  on  ten-year  leases. 

XJivil-service  Commission  Boards. — Civil-service  boards,  composed  of 
clerks,  are  established  at  all  free-delivery  offices  (629  in  number).  Two 
meetings  are  held  per  annum.    No  provision  has  been  made  by  Con- 

fress  for  compensation  of  clerks  rendering  this  service,  estimated  at 
23,315.76.  While  it  is  true  that  the  Postmaster-General  may,  in  his 
discretion,  at  any  time  appoint  temporary  clerks,  nevertheless,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  practically  all  of  the  employees  in  the  postal  service 
are  classified  and  that  the  amount  necessary  to  maintain  these  boards 
has  become  large,  in  my  opinion  Congress  should  consider  this  expense 
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with  a  view  to  making  some  specific  provision  for  paying  the  same  oat 
of  the  clerk-hire  appropriation. 

Pay  for  Post-office  Employees  Subpoenaed  as  Witnesses. — I  also  recom- 
mend that  when  clerks  are  sabpoBnaed  as  witnesses  in  the  United  States 
district  courts  provision  be  made  for  the  payment  of  substitute  clerks 
during  their  absence,  as  I  understand  that  the  Department  of  Justice 
has  no  fund  from  which  to  defray  this  expense. 

Classification  Act. — I  desire  to  renew  the  recommendation  of  my 
immediate  predecessor  relative  to  the  present  classification  act,  covered 
by  section  451  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations^  edition  of  1893. 
This  act  has  caused  the  Department  a  great  deal  of  annoyance  and  con- 
fusion by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  does  not  properly  and  satisfactorily 
classify,  in  that  it  embodies  so  many  designations  that  are  considered 
by  postmasters  to  be  synonymous.  House  bill  No.  3273  of  the  Fifty- 
fourth  Congress,  recommended  by  him,  was  intended  to  obviate  these 
difficulties,  inasmuch  as  it  sets  forth  clearly  the  duties  x)erformed  by 
each  clerk  and  assigns  a  proper  designation  to  each  employee.  In 
addition,  it  provides  for  an  annual  increase  in  the  salaries  of  certain 
employees,  and  advances  the  maximum  of  other  grades  to  a  figure  com- 
mensurate with  the  duties  performed  and  the  length  of  service. 

Exx>enence  has  amply  demonstrated  that  some  of  the  brightest  and 
most  intelligent  young  men  who  enter  the  service  soon  become  discour- 
aged by  reason  of  low  salaries,  and  simply  remain  a  sufiicient  length  of 
time  to  enable  them  to  secure  positions  in  other  vocations.  This  works 
a  great  hardship  upon  the  Post  Office  Department  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  oftentimes  as  soon  as  a  man  becomes  proficient  he  retires,  and 
thus  makes  of  the  post-office  a  training  school.  Increasing  the  salaries 
of  employees  rather  than  their  number  has  been  productive  of  good 
results,  but  without  the  necessary  legislation,  embodied  in  the  proposed 
classification  act  above  referred  to,  it  will  be  impossible  to  continue  on 
this  line  to  any  marked  extent. 

Post-office  JEmployees*  Bonds  of  Suretyship. — Postmasters  at  Presiden- 
tial offices,  as  a  rule,  require  indemnity  bonds  to  the  postmaster  by  name 
of  all  employees  handling  ftinds  or  valiies,  such  as  cashiers,  money- 
order,  registry,  and  stamp  clerks.  In  the  event  of  the  death,  resigna- 
tion, or  removal  of  the  postmaster,  it  becomes  necessary  to  file  a  new 
bond,  and  frequently  ugly  complications  arise.  As  a  remedy,  I  would 
suggest  that  all  of  the  responsible  indemnity  companies  in  the  United 
States  be  asked  to  quote  rates  per  thousand  dollars  on  all  post-office 
employees'  bonds  up  to  and  including  $10,000,  said  bond  to  provide  for 
default  to  the  Postmaster-General  or  the  Post-Office  Department  of  the 
United  States.  Where  a  bond  in  excess  of  $10,000  is  deemed  neces- 
sary, personal  sureties,  as  in  the  case  of  postmasters,  should  be  accepted. 
The  responsibility  of  these  sureties  should  be  regularly  investigated  by 
inspectors  of  this  Department. 

Becapiiulation  of  eatimatea. 


ItamB. 


Sailariea  of  postmasters 

Clerk  hire 

Rent,  fuel,  and  light 

Miscellaneoas,     Incidentals,    and 
fbmitnre.  ...•>••.•••.>••-•••«•• 

AdTertisinx 

machines....' 


Present 
appropria- 
tions. 


$10,750, 000 

10,600,000 

1.600,000 

150,000 
15,000 
65,000 


Ayerage 

annaal 

increase 

for  past 

decade. 


4.81 
6.66 
6.41 

8.76 


Estimates 
1888-99. 


$16,250,000 

11,300,000 

1,750,000 

200,000 

20,000 

125,000 


Increases. 


Amoant. 


$700,000 
150,000 

60,000 

5,000 

60,000 


Per 
cent. 


6.60 
0.88 

8.83 

3.83 

92.31 


Decreases. 


Amoant. 


$500,000 


Per 
cent. 


2.99 
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FIUBE-DELIVISRT  SYSTEM. 


The  following  tabulated  statement  shows  the  operations  of  the  free- 
delivery  service  from  the  date  of  its  establishment  in  1863  to  tlie 
present  time: 


Year. 

Num- 
ber of 
offices. 

In- 
crease. 

1 

Kum* 
ber  of 
car- 
riers. 

In- 
crease. 

Gross 
receipts. 

In- 
crease. 

Cost  of  serv- 
ice. 

In- 
crease. 

Cost  to 
gross 

re- 
ceipts. 

Batio 
of  cost 
per 
car- 
rier. 

1863-64 

66 

45 

40 

47 

48 

48 

51 

52 

52 

52 

87 

87 

87 

87 

87 

88 

104 

109 

112 

154 

159 

178 

181 

189 

358 

401 

454 

519 

568 

610 

610 

604 

627 

627 

**"'35 

i" 

16 
5 
3 

42 

5 

19 

3 

8 

169 

43 

53 

65 

49 

42 

•— 23* 

685 

757 

863 

9J3 

1, 198 

1,246 

1,362 

1,419 

1,443 

1,498 

2,049 

2, 195 

2,269 

2,265 

2, 275 

2,  359 

2,628 

2,861 

3,115 

3.680 

3,890 

4,358 

4,841 

5,310 

6,346 

8,257 

9,066 

10, 130 

10, 737 

11,626 

11, 736 

12, 714 

12,834 

12, 931 

Peret. 

Peret 

$317,063.20 

448.664.51 

589,236.41 

699, 934.  34 

995, 934. 59 

1,183,915.31 

1, 2:}0, 079.  85 

1,353,923.23 

1, 3H5,  065. 7C 

1,422,495.48 

1.802,696.41 

1,880.011.99 

1,981, 18^^,51 

1, 893, 619.  85 

1,824,166.96 

1,947,706.61 

2, 363, 693. 14 

2,499.911.54 

2,623,262.74 

8, 173, 336. 51 

3, 504,  -.06.  52 

3,985,a^>2.55 

4,312.306.70 

4,618.092.07 

5,422,356.36 

6,957,941.90 

7, 976, 202. 72 

9, 072. 160. 31 

9,966,892.67 

10,683,575.26 

ll,22f»,4:-6.78 

12,135,544.93 

12,713,861.41 

12,827,396.69 

Peret. 

Per  et. 

$462.86 

1864-65  ... 

502. 6B 

1865-66 

682.77 

1866-67 

742  24 

1867-68  ... 

831.33 

1868-69 

950.17 

1869-70 

903.14 

1870-71.... 

954.14 

1871-72.... 

970.43 

1872-73-... 

949.59 

1673-74.... 

879.79 

1874-75 

85<^.51 

1875-76.... 

873.15 

1876-77 

836.03 

1877-78.... 
1878-79.... 
1879-80.... 
1880-81.... 
1881-82.... 
1882-83.... 
1883-84.... 
1884-85.... 
1885-86.... 
1886-87.... 
1887-88.... 
1888-89.... 
1889-90.... 
1890-91.... 
1891-92.... 
1892-93.... 
1893-94.... 
1894—95. ... 
1895-96.... 
1896-97.... 

0.4 

8.6 
18.9 

6.4 

8.6 
18.1 

5.7 
12 
11 

9.6 
19.8 
30.1 

9.7 
11.7 

5.8 

8.2 
.9 

8.2 
.94 
.75 

$12,117,82n.24 

13. 066. 470. 76 
15.  082, 166. 05 
10, 887, 080. 23 
19,414.772.80 
22, 317, 499. 94 
21,596,020.08 
21,940.169.42 
22,  C29,  P2G.  66 
25, 014, 385. 30 
29,459,943.33 
32, 206,  493. 72 
36, 648, 000. 49 
40,405,386.28 

44. 031. 728. 77 
48, 444, 363. 83 
45,801,210.16 
49.128,621.42 
52,567,624.42 
52,741,470.37 

"i'.'s" 

15.4 
11.9 
14.9 
14.9 

8.2 

1.6 

3.1 
10.5 
13.7 

9.3 
18.8 
10.2 

9 
10 
a5.45 

7.2 

7.7 
.83 

"h"" 

21.4 

5.7 

4.9 
20.9 
10.4 
13.4 

9 

6.7 
17.4 
28.3 
14.6 
13.7 

9.9 

7 

5.1 

8 

4.7 
.88 

15.05 
14.90 
15.66 
13.61 
13.51 
14.21 
10.  22 
18.15 
19.05 
18.46 
18.40 
21.00 
21.21 
22.47 
22.63 
22.05 
24.  M 
24.70 
24.18 
24.32 

801.84 
825.69 
879.31 
873.78 
842.45 
862.31 
891.82 
914.63 
890.  ."W 
869.82 
854.45 
842.67 
879.79 
895.57 
92R27 
919. 01 
956.83 
954.50 
970.59 
991.98 

a  Decrease. 

Prior  to  the  year  1877-78  the  gross  receipts  of  Aree-dellvery  offices  were  not  reported  separately  by 
the  Auditors. 

Although  more  than  one  hundred  offices  appeared  eligible  during  the 
year  for  the  establishment  of  the  free-delivery  service,  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Department  to  consider  even  the  most  worthy  cases,  the  entire 
appropriation  for  the  year  being  hardly  sufficient  to  supply  the  most 
urgent  needs  of  the  established  service.  Since  the  close  of  the  fiscal 
year  1897  the  service  has  been  established  in  more  than  forty  offices, 
Congress  having  provided  a  special  appropriation  of  $90,000  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  service  at  new  offices.  Before  the  close  of  the  cur- 
rent year  all  offices  entitled  to  the  service  will  have  received  the  same. 

The  requirements  of  the  service  and  its  growth  during  the  year  have 
been  met  by  an  addition  of  97  carriers,  only  an  increase  of  0.75  per  cent, 
as  against  an  average  annual  increase  for  ten  years  past  of  9.5  per  cent. 
This  has  been  accomplished  by  a  careful  investigation  of  the  requests 
for  additional  service  before  allowances  were  made  and  by  eftecting 
such  reorganization  of  the  force  as  obtained  the  desired  results  without 
increasing  the  number  of  carriers.  The  working  of  the  force  and  its 
discipline  have  been  so  closely  scrutinized  that  the  carriers  are  now 
being  worked  to  their  full  capacity  within  the  limit  of  eight  hours  per 
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day.  Therefore  any  further  reasonable  extensions  and  improvements 
of  the  free-delivery  service  can  only  be  made  by  supplying  additional 
carriers.  On  this  acconnt  the  pressing  demands  of  a  few  of  the  princi- 
pal offices  have  already  exhausted  the  inadequate  appropriation  for  the 
current  year. 

ESTIMATE. 

My  estimate  of  the  itinds  that  will  be  necessary  to  meet  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  free-delivery  service  during  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July 
1, 1898,  is  $13,810,400,  an  increase  over  the  appropriation  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year  of  $580,400,  or  4.8  per  cent.  Of  this  increase  $398,900  is 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  increase  in  salaries  of  letter 
carriers  required  by  the  law  of  August  2, 1882,  promoting  them  from  a 
lower  to  a  higher  salary  grade.  There  is  to-day  in  the  service  the 
largest  number  of  highest  salary  letter  carriers  yet  reached,  the  average 
salary  for  the  current  year  being  $933.58,  while  that  for  the  next  fiscal 
year  will  amount  to  $9o6.G4.  Considering  that  this  enforced  increase 
consumes  about  two-thirds  of  the  total  increase  for  the  next  fiscal  year, 
which  is  far  below  the  average  annual  increase  for  the  past  eight  years, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  the  estimate  is  conservative  and  that  every 
eent  of  it  is  needed  for  the  proper  maintenance  of  the  service. 

The  estimate  is  itemized  as  follows : 

(1)  568carrier8,  at  $600  per  annum $340,800 

(2)  249  carriers,  at  $800  per  annum 199,200 

(3)  4, 713  carriers,  at  $850  per  annum 4,006,050 

(4)  7, 984  carriers,  at  $1,000  per  annum 7,984,000 

13,514 12,530,050 

(5)  For  promotion  of  letter  carriers  (act  of  August  2, 18^2) 110, 000 

(6)  For  substitutes  for  regular  carriers  oa  vacations  (act  of  June  27, 1884)        337, 850 

12, 977, 900 
Estimated  credit  by  change  of  grade 50,000 

Fixed  by  law  and  admitting  of  no  reduction 12,927,900 

(7)  For  temporary  carriers  at  summer  resorts,  for  holiday  emergencies, 

and  to  serve  the  routes  of  letter  carriers  employed  on  local  civil- 
service  boards 20, 000 

(8)  For  additional  carriers  for  the  extension  of  the  service  at  established 

offices  and  for  establishment  thereof  at  new  offices,  equal  to  300 

earrien  for  a  full  year 180,000 

(9)  Substitutes  for  additional  carriers  on  vacation^ 7, 5(X) 

(10)  Forhorsehire  allowance 380,000 

(11)  For  carfare  and  bicycle  allowance 185,000 

(12)  All  other  incidentals,  including  letter  boxes,  package  boxes,  posts, 

furniture,  satchels,  straps,  marine  service  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
mechanics  employed  exclusively  in  repairing,  painting,  and  erect- 
ing package  boxes  and  street  letter  boxes,  etc 110, 000 

Net  estimate 13,810,400 

PACKAGE-BOX  SEBYICE. 

There  are  constantly  increasing  demands  for  the  package-box  service, 
especially  in  New  York  City,  where  the  service  has  been  extended  as 
far  np  as  One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth  street. 

The  new  feature  added  during  the  year  is  known  as  the  "  special  letter 
and  collection  box,''  and  is  the  invention  of  Postmaster  Warfield,  of 
Baltimore.  Its  use  is  at  present  confined  to  that  city,  where  it  is  operated 
in  connection  with  the  public  street-car  service. 

The  Warfield  box  is  of  metal,  and  has  two  compartments— one  for 
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letters  and  one  for  packages — each  compartment  being  supplied  with 
an  inner  sack,  made  of  canvas,  and  suspended  by  hooks  within  the  box. 
The  sacks  open  at  the  top  like  a  purse.  The  collectors,  after  finishing 
their  rounds  of  the  street  letter  boxes  of  their  respective  districts, 
deposit  their  mail  through  the  openings  in  the  boxes  directly  into  the 
canvas  sacks.  When  the  postal  car  stops  at  the  box,  the  man  from  the 
car  who  collects  from  the  boxes  opens  the  box,  takes  out  the  two  full 
sacks,  which  close  automatically  as  "he  lifts  them  out,  and  deposits  two 
empty  sacks  in  their  place,  ready  to  receive  the  mail  for  the  next  collec- 
tion. These  boxes  also  have  two  openings  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  public,  through  which  letters  and  xiackages  may  be  deposited  directly 
into  the  sacks.  They  are  so  constructed  as  to  make  it  impossible  for 
them  to  be  robbed  from  the  outside. 

These  "  accumulative  boxes"  are  found  to  be  great  time  savers.  They 
not  only  enable  the  man  on  the  x)ostal.car  to  make  his  collections  rap- 
idly, but  they  also  prevent  the  carriers  losing  time  waiting  for  the  cars. 
They  further  extend  the  usefulness  of  the  postal  cars,  which  were  orig- 
inally employed  simply  to  transfer  mail  from  one  station  to  another. 
Now  they  catch  the  mail  <'on  the  fly,"  so  to  speak,  and  the  postal  clerks 
are  enabled  to  distribute  en  route  much  of  the  mail  thus  collected  from 
the  street  letter  boxes.  The  cars,  of  course,  carry  no  passengers.  The 
motorman  is  a  sworn  officer  of  the  Department,  and  serves  as  messenger. 

As  soon  as  the  appropriation  will  permit  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
similar  service  in  connection  with  the  street  railway  postal  cars  in  other 
cities. 

STREET  GAR  LETTER  BOXES. 

The  introduction  of  postal  cars  on  the  lines  of  city  street  railroads 
having  proved  distinctively  successful,  the  attention  of  the  Depart- 
ment has  since  been  directed  to  the  possibility  of  facilitating  the  col- 
lection of  mails  by  affixing  letter  boxes  to  the  ordinary  street  cars. 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  was  suggested  as  a  city  in  which  the  experiment 
could  be  tested  to  the  greatest  advantage.  The  postmaster  of  that 
city,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Department  on  March  30, 1897,  pointed 
out  that  every  street  car  in  the  city  passed  the  post-office  building, 
either  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  that  all  the  street  car  lines  were 
owned  or  controlled  by  one  company,  thus  rendering  uniformity  of  action 
quite  feasible.  It  was  further  suggested  that  the  experiment  could  be 
made  practically  without  cost  to  the  Government,  and  that  its  advan- 
tages would  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  residents  of  the  suburban 
districts  of  Des  Moines,  remote  from  substations,  who  otherwise  would 
have  no  means  of  getting  their  mail  into  the  post-office,  after  quite  an 
early  hour  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  following  morning. 

After  becoming  assured  that  no  local  complications  were  likely  to 
arise  from  any  contention  that  the  street-car  companies  would  thus  be 
constituted  agents  of  the  Government  for  the  carrying  of  United  States 
mails,  the  Department,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1897,  authorized  the  post- 
master of  Des  Moines  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  with  the  Des  Moines 
Eailroad  Company  to  equip  (without  expense  to  the  Government,  except 
the  cost  of  the  letter  boxes)  such  number  of  cars  as  might  be  deemed 
necessary  for  mail-collection  service,  the  arrangement  to  be  considered 
an  experiment  for  a  period  of  six  months,  after  which,  if  it  proved  suc- 
cessful, the  question  of  making  it  a  permanent  feature  of  the  service 
would  be  taken  up.  The  service  was  accordingly  put  into  effect  on 
these  conditions  on  both  sides  of  the  river  which  divides  the  city — on 
one  of  the  principal  car  lines  on  the  east  side  and  on  two  lines  on  the 
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west  side.  After  a  few  days'  trial  the  postmaster  was  enabled  to  report 
that  ^^in  the  districts  reached  by  this  experiment  the  approbation  is 
universal,  and  this  ofBce  is  in  daily  receipt  of  numerous  petitions  to 
extend  the  service  to  other  lines.^ 

The  collections  began  with  215  pieces  of  mail  on  the  day  the  service 
was  started,  and  rapidly  increased  to  400  and  500  daily  during  the  first 
month.  In  May  the  maximum  number  of  letters,  etc.,  collected  in  any 
one  day  was  1,119;  in  June,  1,434.  The  total  collections  in  June  on 
the  cars  were  22,535;  in  July,  35,737;  in  August,  41^897,  and  in  Sej)- 
tember  there  was  a  still  greater  increase. 

MARINE  SEBYIOE. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Postmaster  Enright,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  the 
postal  marine  service  was  inaugurated,  as  an  experiment,  in  the  season 
of  1895.  It  has  proven  to  be  an  unqualified  success,  affording  the  mer- 
chant marine  of  the  Great  Lakes  great  convenience  and  giving  the 
masters  and  crews  of  passing  vessels  postal  facilities  gratis,  which 
formerly  they  could  not  receive  without  paying  fees  to  a  private 
enterprise. 

Under  date  of  January  12  the  Lake  Carriers'  Association,  at  their 
annuiJ  convention,  adopted  and  forwarded  to  the  Postmaster-General 
tJie  following  resolutions: 

Betolved^  That  this  association  extend  thanks  to  the  Post-Office  Department  for 
establishing  and  maintaining  the  marine  postal  aeryico  on  the  river  at  Detroit,  which 
has  proved  a  ereat  benefit  to  marine  interests.  We  ask  to  have  the  service  continued 
st  Detroit  and  the  same  service  established  on  the  *^  Soo"  River  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

J.  J.  H.  Brown,  President, 
Thos.  Cranage, 
John  Mitcuisul, 
J.  G.  KErrH, 
W.  A.  Livingstone, 

C.  F.   BlELMAN; 

Committee. 

A  committee  of  marine  engineers,  who  held  their  annual  convention 
in  Washington  in  January  last,  called  at  the  Department  and  person- 
ally thanked  the  Postmaster-General  for  establishing  the  service,  say- 
ing that  the  humblest  member  of  a  crew  was  receiving  the  same  con- 
sideration at  the  hands  of  the  marine  postal  service  as  the  vessel  owners 
and  masters,  which  impartial  treatment  was  not  given  them  when  the 
delivery  of  mail  to  vessels  was  conducted  as  a  private  enterprise.  There 
are  also  on  file  many  letters  of  commendation  from  vessel  owners  and 
others  directly  connected  with  marine  interests. 

The  total  amount  of  mail  handled  during  the  eight  months  of  the 
season  of  1895  was  46,478  pieces,  and  during  the  season  of  1896  the 
number  reached  176,850  pieces,  showing  a  very  satisfactory  increase. 
Were  it  not  for  the  depression  in  the  vessel  business  during  the  months 
of  August,  September,  and  October,  when  a  great  many  boats  were 
tied  up,  the  amount  of  matter  handled  during  last  season  would  have 
exceeded  200,000  pieces. 

The  total  cost  of  the  service  for  the  first  season  (six  months)  was 
(5,424.59y  or  about  $900  per  month.  The  cost  for  the  season  of  1896 
(eight  months)  was  $6,339.45,  or  less  than  $800  per  month. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  merchant  marine  of  the  Great  Lakes  I  will  state  that 
the  tonnage  passing  Detroit  during  a  season  is  more  than  that  received 
at Kew  York  and  Liverpool  together;  that  seven-tenths  of  the  entire 
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freight  handled  on  the  lakes  is  carried  in  the  holds  of  ^Hhrougb 
freighters"  that  do  not  touch  at  Detroit  en  roate  to  or  from  the  apper 
lakes;  and  that  on  an  average  there  is  a  vessel  passing  Detroit  every 
four  minutes  of  the  day  during  the  season  of  eight  months.  To  serve 
these  interests  the  marine  postal  service  was  established,  and  the  num- 
ber of  people  receiving  the  benefits  of  this  service  daily  is  equal  to  the 
population  of  some  of  our  small  free-delivery  towns. 

THE  EIGHT-HOUR  LAVIT. 

The  question  of  the  compensation  of  letter  carriers  under  the  eight 
hour  law  has  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Department  and  the  courts 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  it  is  believed  is  now  in  process  of  final  and 
equitable  adjustment. 

The  law  as  passed  May  24, 1888,  provided: 

That  hereafter  eight  hours  shaU  constitute  a  day's  work  for  letter  carriers  in  cities 
or  postal  districts  coDnected  therewith,  for  which  they  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as 
is  no  \v  paid  as  for  a  day's  work  of  a  greater  number  of  hours.  If  any  letter  carrier  is ' 
employed  a  greater  number  of  hours  per  day  than  ei^ht  hours  he  shall  be  paid 
extra  for  the  same,  in  proportion  to  the  salary  now  fixed  by  law. 

The  case  which  elicited  an  interpretation  of  this  law  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  was  originally  brought  in  the  United  States 
Court  of  Claims  in  the  name  of  Aaron  H.  Post,  a  letter  carrier  of  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah,  who  alleged  that  he  had  been  employed  by  direction 
of  the  postmaster  of  that  city  about  twelve  hours  a  day,  five  hours  of 
this  time  being  consumed  in  the  work  of  his  delivery  and  seven  hours 
in  waiting  for,  receiving,  and  assorting  his  mails.  He  accordingly  sued 
for  the  overtime,  and  the  Court  of  Claims  gave  judgment  in  his  favor. 

One  of  the  contentions  raised  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was 
that  this  service  fell  within  the  prohibition  of  section  1704,  United 
States  Bevised  Statutes,  which  reads: 

No  allowance  or  compensation  shall  be  made  to  any  officer  or  clerk  by  reason  of 
the  discharge  of  duties  which  belong  to  any  other  officer  or  clerk  in  the  same  or 
any  other  department ;  and  no  allowance  or  compensation  shall  be  made  for  any 
extra  services  whatever  which  any  officer  or  clerk  may  be  required  to  perform, 
unless  expressly  authorized  by  law. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  which  tribunal  the  case 
of  Post  was  carried  by  appeal,  intimated  in  its  decision  that  had  the 
evidence  clearly  shown  that  the  claimant  had  been  employed  <^as  a 
clerk"  in  the  extra  time  charged  for,  section  1764,  K.  S.,  might  have  been 
held  to  apply  to  the  case.    But  said  the  court: 

It  is  not  stated  in  the  findings  that  the  claimant  was  so  employed  as  clerk,  nor 
does  it  appear  what  the  duties  of  a  clerk  in  the  post-office  in  question  were,  but 
merely  that  during  the  time  covered  by  the  claim  tiiere  were  nine  carriers  and  three 
clerks  employed  in  the  post-office. 

In  regard  to  another  contention  of  the  Government,  that  the  claimant 
Post,  was  only  entitled  to  compensation  for  the  aggregate  time  served 
over  eight  hours  a  day,  i.  e.,  for  the  hours  of  service  in  excess  of  fifty-six 
hours  a  week,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled: 

To  sustain  the  interpretation  ^iven  to  the  act  by  the  Department  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  read  in  it  by  construction  ''on  an  average/'  i.  e.,  if  any  letter  carrier  is 
employed  on  an  average  a  greater  number  of  hours  per  day  than  eight  he  shall  be 
paid  extra  for  the  same.  This  the  court  iajiot  at  liberty  to  do.  The  carrier  is  entitled 
to  eight  hours'  work  and  to  his  pay  if  work  is  not  furnished  to  him.  For  any  excess 
on  any  day  he  is  entitled  to  extra  pay.  The  only  set-off  that  can  be  maintained  is 
when  he  is  absent  from  duty  without  leave.  The  Department  is  at  liberty  to  keep  a 
carrier  employed  eight  hours  every  day,  but  not  to  gi^^  him  a  deficit  of  work  one  day 
and  an  excess  another. 
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This  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  was  of  course  accepted 
by  the  Department  as  a  final  determination  of  the  question,  has  resulted 
in  the  x>resentation  of  an  immense  number  of  claims  by  letter  carriers 
for  extra  services  rendere^l,  the  ag^egate  amount  exqeeding  $8,000,000. 

With  a  view  to  prevent  the  further  accumulation  of  indebtedness  for 
overtime,  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Postmaster-General  April  4, 1893, 
requiring  postmasters  to  rearrange  the  free-delivery  service  so  as  to 
bring  the  carriers'  time  within  the  eight  hours'  limit,  either  by  curtail- 
ing the  boundaries  of  the  districts  or  by  reducing  the  frequency  of 
deliveries  and  collections.  This  order  not  proving  elective  in  stopping 
the  How  of  extra  claims,  a  still  more  stringent  code  of  regulations  was 
issued  on  January  1, 1895,  prohibiting  carriers  from  reporting  prior  to 
schedule  time,  requiring  all  services  rendered  to  be  recorded,  prohibit- 
ing the  performance  of  clerical  work,  and  holding  postmasters  and 
superintendents  of  carriers  to  a  strict  accountability  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  these  regulations.  Since  that  order  no  appreciable  overtime 
has  been  charged  against  the  Department  by  letter  carriers. 

For  the  purpose  of  adjusting  pending  claims  a  commission  was 
appointed  early  in  1894,  consisting  of  an  oilicer  of  the  free-delivery  serv- 
ice of  the  Post-Office  Department  and  an  assistant  attorney  of  the 
Department  of  Justice,  to  visit  the  free-delivery  offices  and  personally 
investigate  the  cases  pending  and  report  thereon  to  the  Court  of 
Claims.  This  commission  is  yet  in  operation.  Its  findings  of  fact, 
after  being  accepted  by  the  Government,  are  communicated  to  the 
claimants'  attorneys,  who  can  either  accept  the  amounts  allowed  them — 
in  which  case  the  claim  is  reix>rted  by  the  Assistimt  Attorney-General 
to  the  Court  of  Claims  for  judgment — or  they  can  take  their  cases  into 
court.  In  the  great  majority  of  instances  the  findings  of  the  commis- 
sion have  been  accepted,  and  a  very  considerable  saving  to  the  Gov- 
ernment has  thus  resulted.  For  example,  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis  the 
total  claims  filed  amounted,  in  round  figures,  to  $123,000;  the  com- 
mission allowed  a  little  less  than  $39,000.  At  Station  D,  New  York 
City,  the  claims  were  $69,000;  the  amount  allowed  was  $15,800.  At 
Station  B,  of  the  same  city,  the  claims  were  $15,000;  the  allowance, 
13,200.  At  Station  L  the  claims  were  $38,000;  the  allowance,  $15,000. 
At  Newark,  N.  J.,  the  claims  were  $100,000;  the  amount  found  due  was 
$29,000. 

llie  total  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  the  settlement  of 
overtime  claims  of  carriers  up  to  date  aggregate  $2,820,000.  It  is  antic- 
ipated, according  to  the  present  ratio,  that  the  total  claims  allowed  will 
not  fall  short  of  $3,500,000. 

Since  the  process  of  adjusting  these  claims  was  put  in  operation  a 
new  question,  not  involving  anything  like  so  large  an  amount  of  money, 
has  arisen,  as  to  whether  letter  carriers  are  entitled  to  extra  time  for 
service  during  their  ^< swings" — that  is  to  say,  during  the  intervals 
between  trips.  The  Post-Office  Department,  shortly  after  the  passage 
of  the  eight-hour  law,  issued  a  circular  which  stated : 

Ab  a  mle  there  is  an  interval  between  every  delivery  daring  which  the  carriers  are 
not  employed  as  contemplated  by  this  law.  Whenever,  after  a  reorganization  under 
this  act  shall  have  been  effected,  this  interval  shaU  amount  to  one  hour  or  more,  the 
carrier  shall  be  considered  as  off  duty  for  tbat  time. 

The  contention  is  raised  that  the  order  requiring  that  carriers  should 
be  considered  off  duty  during  "swings"  of  an  hour  or  more  necessarily 
Implied  that  they  would  be  consider^  on  duty  during  "swings"  of  less 
duration.    Acting  on  this  view,  suits  for  overtime  have  been  brought 


96  EEPORT   OP   THE   POSTMASTEB-GENEBAIi. 

in  the  TJDited  States  district  court  of  Alabama  on  behalf  of  letter 
carriers  of  that  State  and  in  the  Court  of  Claims  on  behalf  of  certain 
letter  carriers  of  New  York  City.  In  each  case  there  was  a  *' swing" 
of  half  an  hour,  which,  it  was  contended,  could  not  be  used  for  any 
beneficial  purpose  by  the  carriers,  but  was  simply  consumed  in  waiting 
for  the  next  period  of  service  to  begin.  The  United  States  district 
court  of  Alabama  held  that  the  Government  was  liable  for  the  time 
thus  occupied.  The  Court  of  Claims  took  the  opposite  view,  and  ruled 
that  the  ^^  swings  "  might  be  as  long  or  as  short  as  the  post-office  officials 
deemed  necessary.  An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  United  States 
district  court  of  Alabama  has  been  taken  to  the  circuit  court  of  appeals, 
and  will  shortly  come  up  for  argument.  These  cases  antedate  the  order 
of  January  1,  1895,  which  directs  that  carriers  shall  not  remain  at 
their  desks  or  in  the  working  room  of  the  office  during  any  interval  or 
*'  swing.'' 

SEPABATIONS  FBOM  THE  SEBYIOE. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  separations  from  the 
service  during  the  year: 

Carriers  removed : 

For  intoxication 61 

For  arrest  for  violation  of  postal  laws  and  regulations 20 

For  gross  violation  of  postal  laws  and  regulations 53 

For  physical  disability 3 

Total 137 

Carriers  deceased 108 

Carriers  resigned 88 

Grand  total , 828 

The  total  number  of  separations  in  all  classes  was  328,  only  2.54  per 
cent  of  the  total  number  of  carriers  employed  (12,931),  as  against  3.7 
per  cent  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1896,  4.9  per  cent  for  1895, 
and  6.3  per  cent  for  1894. 

The  removals  equal  but  1«06  per  cent  of  the  entire  force,  while  last 
year  they  were  2.1  per  cent,  and  for  the  year  1895  3  per  cent  and  1894 
4  per  cent.  This  very  small  number  of  removals  is  evidence  of  the 
strict  enforcement  of  the  regulations  which  forbid  the  removal  of  a 
letter  carrier  except  for  cause,  after  he  has  had  due  notice  by  a  copy 
of  the  written  charges  and  an  opportunity  to  submit  his  defense  to  the 
same.  It  also  marks  an  improvement  during  the  last  year  in  the  disci- 
pline and  conduct  of  letter  carriers,  which  had  already  reached  a  very 
high  standard  of  efficiency.  The  regulation  of  the  Department  in  rela- 
tion to  the  removal  of  letter  carriers  which  has  been  in  force  since 
June,  1894,  was  recently  promulgated  by  the  President  as  a  civil- 
service  rule,  applying  to  all  employees  within  the  classified  service. 

The  order  is  as  follows: 

No  removal  shall  be  made  from  any  position  subject  to  competitive  examination 
except  for  just  cause  and  upon  written  charges  filed  with  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment or  other  appointing  officer,  and  of  wMch  the  accused  shaU  have  fuU  notice 
and  an  opportunity  to  make  defense. 

APPOINTMENT   OF  LETTER  OABUIEBS  AT  NEVIT  OFFICES. 

When  in  July  last  the  Department  undertook  the  establishment  ot 
the  free-delivery  service  in  a  number  of  ofBces,  it  eucoantered  much 
confusion  and  many  errors  on  the  part  of  postmasters  in  their  selection 
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of  names  from  the  eligible  register  for  apx)oiiitment  to  carrier  positions. 
This  condition  of  affairs,  dne  largely  to  the  inexperience  of  postmasters 
themselves  and  of  the  new  local  civil- service  boards,  necessitated  the 
issnance  of  departmental  orders  postponing  the  inauguration  of  the 
service  until  matters  could  be  straightened  out.  This  action  the  Depart- 
ment took  very  reluctantly,  for  it  brought  forth  many  earnest  protests 
from  the  disappointed  communities.  To  relieve  itself  of  any  friture 
embarrassment,  the  Department  decided  to  have  all  selections  for  the 
first  appointments  at  new  offices  made  at  Washington  direct  from  the 
eligible  lists  su])plied  by  the  Oivil  Service  Commission.  Accordingly, 
the  Postmaster- General  issued  the  following  order  on  July  15, 1897: 

That  Section  602  (b)  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations  for  the  Free-Delivery 
Service,  Julv  1, 1896,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby;  ameoded  so  that  the  selections  from 
the  carriers' eligible  register  for  appointment,  for  the  establishment  of  the  free-deliv- 
ery service  at  new  offices,  shall  be  made  by  the  Postmaster-General. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  no  further  confusion  has  been  experienced 
and  that  the  plan  has  given  perfect  satisfaction. 

LETTER  carriers'  BOin>S. 

Paragraph  3870  of  the  Revised  Statutes  requires  that  "every  letter 
carrier  shall  give  bonds,  with  sureties  to  be  approved  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  for  the  safe  custody  and  delivery  of  all  mail  matter,  and  the 
faithfol  account  and  payment  of  all  money  received  by  him;"  and  sec- 
tion 604,  Amended  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations  for  the  Free-Delivery 
Service,  1896,  provides  that  the  postmaster  ''will  also  require  carriers 
and  substitutes  to  furnish  new  bonds  whenever,  from  any  cause,  the 
sureties  have  become  insufficient,  and  will  forward  all  bonds  to  the  First 
Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Free-Delivery  Division;"  also  that 
''every  letter  carrier  must  promptly  inform  the  postmaster,  on  pain  of 
dismissal,  of  the  occurrence  of  any  event  or  change  of  condition  affect- 
mg  unfavorably  the  responsibility  of  his  sureties." 

The  bond  of  a  letter  carrier  and  a  substitute  carrier  is  fixed  at  $1,000. 
There  are  on  file  in  tiiie  free-delivery  division  of  this  Bureau  about  17,000 
bonds,  of  which  probably  25  per  cent  are  supplied  by  surety  companies.. 
Many  of  the  individual  bonds  are  irom  fifteen  to  twenty  years  old- 
The  fact  that  very  few  new  bonds  are  being  received  to  replace  those 
that  have  become  worthless  on  account  of  death  or  insolvency  of  one 
or  more  of  the  sureties  is  satisfactory  evidence  to  this  office  that  the 
regulations  above  quoted  have  not  been  strictly  complied  with,  and 
that  therefore  there  are  many  bonds  on  file  now  practically  worthless. 
To  ascertain  just  which  bonds  have  become  insufficient,  and  to  replace 
them  with  new  ones,  would  consume  much  time  of  a  corps  of  clerks  in 
searching  the  files,  examining  each  individual  bond  and  conducting 
almost  endless  correspondence  with  postmasters  at  free-delivery  offices. 
This  trouble  and  expense  may  be  avoided  and  unnecessary  work  of 
clerks  in  the  future  prevented  by  requiring  every  letter  carrier  to 
famish  a  bond  of  one  of  the  reliable  fidelity  or  surety  companies.  I 
therefore  recommend  that  hereafter  only  recognized  fidelity  com- 
panies be  accepted  as  sureties  on  carriers'  bonds,  and  that  all  indi- 
vidual bonds  now  on  file  be  replaced  with  the  new  bonds  on  or  before 
January  1, 1898. 

SERGEANTS  FOR  LETTER  CARRIERS. 

I  have  become  convinced  that  to  maintain  a  thoroughly  efficient  serv- 
ice and  a  proper  discipline  it  is  necessary  to  officer,  supervise,  and  con- 
trol letter  carriers  in  the  same  manner  as  the  employees  of  every  other 
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bTanch  of  the  postal  service.  At  present  letter  carriers,  while  on 
til  err  routes,  are  practically  without  sapervisioo  of  any  kind.  How  to 
effect  an  organization  to  remedy  this  condition  is  a  question  that  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  this  office  for  some  time  past.  Various  sug- 
gestions have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  but  I  do  not  find  that  they 
were  ever  put  to  a  practical  test.  This  important  question  was  one  of 
the  first  to  receive  my  attention,  and  for  the  purpose  of  perfecting  a 
plan  by  which  the  desired  results  might  be  obtained,  I  authorized  Post- 
master Charles  U.  Gordon,  of  Chicago,  in  June  last  to  temporarily 
detail  five  letter  carriers,  designated  "sergeants,"  to  supervise  the  car- 
riers while  on  their  routes,  to  test  routes  &om  time  to  time,  to  investi- 
gate complaints,  to  recommend  changes  in  routes  and  schedules,  and 
in  short,  to  i>erform  such  other  supervisory  work  as  the  postmaster  may 
require  of  them.  lieports  show  that  the  system  is  giving  perfect  satis- 
faction and  that  it  is  already  producing  good  results  in  discipline  and 
better  service.  The  selection  of  sergeants  from  among  letter  carriers 
should,  I  believe,  be  liinitexl  to  those  who  have  been  in  the  service  for 
five  years  or  more.  In  this  manner  the  Department  would  secure  meu 
whose  practical  experience  would  prove  very  beneficial  to  the  local 
service.  The  results  thus  far  obtained  from  the  Chicago  experiment 
fully  warrant  me  in  strongly  recommending  legislation  to  provide  for 
the  permanent  employment  of  a  force  of  sergeants,  esi)ecially  in  the 
large  cities  where  now  there  is  little  or  no  opportunity  to  supervise 
letter  carriers  while  performing  duty  upon  their  routes. 

SEBVIOE  STRIPES. 

The  free-delivery  service  has  been  in  operation  for  a  period  of  thirty- 
five  years,  commencing  in  1863.  Among  the  13,000  regular  letter  car- 
riers now  employed  there  are  a  few  who  have  been  in  the  service  since 
its  Inauguration ;  quite  a  number  whose  terms  of  service  exceed  twenty- 
five  years,  and  a  large  number  who  have  seen  more  than  ten  years  of 
active  service.  These  men  have  a  right  to  be  proud  of  their  long  terms 
of  service,  and  it  is  but  just  that  the  Department  should  give  them  some 
recognition.  It  has  decided  to  do  so  to  a  modest  extent,  by  authorizing 
the  use  of  service  stri])es,  to  be  placed  upon  the  sleeves  of  the  regular 
uniform,  one  stripe  to  be  allowed  for  each  five  years  of  regular  service. 
The  adoption  of  service  stripes  will  also  prove  a  decided  advantage  to 
postmasters  and  other  postal  officials  who,  on  meeting  a  carrier,  will 
know  approximately  at  a  glance  how  long  he  has  been  in  the  service,  a 
knowledge  which  will  often  prove  of  assistance  to  them  when  making 
official  investigations.  I  have  therefore  caused  to  be  added  to  section 
631  (a),  Amended  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations,  Free-Delivery  Service, 
the  following  paragraph : 

Letter  carriers  who  have  served  five  years  shaU  wear  as  a  mark  of  distinctioD, 
iipou  both  sleeves  of  their  uniform  coiit,  three-fourths  inch  above  the  braid  on  cuff 
of  sleeve,  a  half  chevron  of  black  cloth  one-half  inch  wide,  extending  horisontaUy 
from  seam  to  seam  of  coat  sleeve  and  sewed  in  seams  of  sleeve.  For  every  addi- 
tional five  years  of  service  another  stripe  of  the  same  material  and  style  as  tJ^e  first 
one  shall  be  added.  All  stripes  to  be  edged  with  white  stitching  and  to  be  one-half 
inch  apart.  A  carrier  who  ha^  been  reinstated  shall  get  credit  for  the'full  term  of 
bis  actual  service,  but  not  for  the  time  that  he  was  out  of  the  service.  Time  spent 
in  the  substitute  service  shall  not  be  taken  into  account. 

Sitbititute  Carriers. — ^As  a  diHtiuction  between  a  substitute  letter  carrier  and  a  reg- 
ular letter  carrier  who  has  not  yet  received  his  first  stripe,  all  substitute  carriers 
will  wear  on  both  sleeves,  three-fourths  inch  above  the  braid  on  cuff  of  sleeve,  a 
plain  letter  S,  2  inches  high,  made  of  black  cloth,  edged  with  white  stitching. 

Before  deciding  upon  this  change  in  the  regulations,  special  permis- 
sion was  given  the  x)ostiu aster  at  Chicago  to  allow  carriers  to  attach 
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Order  No.  41,  of  Janaary  23, 1896,  will  be  modified  so  aa  to  read  as  follows: 
s  the  Postmaster-General,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  collection  and  delivery 
atter,  gave  pablic  notice  to  inventors  and  others  to  submit  to  the  Poet- 
»artment  models,  desij^ns^  and  specifications  of  house  letter  boxes ;  and 
B  in  response  to  said  invitations  about  1,200  devices  were  submitted  to  the 
T-Genenil  and  referred  by  him  to  a  commission  of  postal  experts,  consisting  of 
low,  postmaster,  St.  Louis,  chairman;  C.  Van  Cott,  postmaster, New  York; 
erwood,  postmaster,  Washington,  D.  C.j  James  E,  Bell,  superintendent 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  W.  B.  Smith,  acting  inspector  in  charge,  Washington, 
d  Thomas  N.  Hart,  postmaster,  Boston,  Mass.,  to  examine  all  models, 
id  specifications  submitted,  with  instructions  to  select  from  the  same  such 
levices  as  should,  in  their  opinion,  possess  the  greatest  merit  and  be  worthy 
m;  and 

B  Uie  said  commission  at  its  session  in  June,  1891,  and  at  subsequent  times 
the  said  devices  and  unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  for  favorable  con- 
six  of  the  same,  which  in  their  opinion  best  met  the  requirements  of  the 
[evices  recommended  being  as  follows : 

)vice  for  door  slot,  with  wind  and  water  tight  automatic  covering,  offered 
ohnston,  Waterford,  N.  Y. 

>or  plate  with  slot  and  inside  box  of  two  compartments,  for  receiving  mail 
ier  and  for  deposit  of  mail  by  householder  for  collection  by  carrier,  with 
signal  to  indicate  to  carrier  when  collection  is  necessary,  offered  by  Cush- 
chell,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 
[>ntside  box  for  delivery,  offered  by  W.  O.  Taylor,  of  J.  S.  Mason  &  Co., 


mtside  box  of  two  compartments,  wherein  mail  can  be  delivered  by  carriers 

holders  can  deposit  mail  for  collection  by  carriers,  coupled  with  an  auto- 

lal  indicating  the  presence  of  mail  matter,  offered  by  W.  O.  Taylor,  of  J. 

St  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

aall  outside  box  for  delivery  only,  recommended  for  its  strength  and  cheap- 

ed  by  John  Ringen,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

mbination  box,  providing  for  delivery  by  carriers  and  deposit  by  house- 

itended  to  be  placed  in  the  wall  of  the  building  at  the  time  of  erection, 

W.  S.  Boone,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

tmaster-General,  after  oarefully  oonsidering  the  report  of  the  commission, 

be  proposition  of  such  of  the  inventors  as  desired  to  put  up  boxes  at  their 

ise,  to  give  a  practical  demonstration  of  their  value.    Accordingly  tests 

»  of  the  following  boxes  by  the  postmasters  of  St.  Louis  and  Washington, 

consent  of  the  Department;  the  object  being  twofold,  to  ascertain  the 

of  the  house-to-house  collections  and  the  fitness  of  the  boxes  for  the  use 

ibination  box  for  inside  use,  Cushing  Sl  Mitchell,  now  known  as  the  Postal 
ent  Company.  This  box  receives  the  carriers'  deliveries,  and  enables  house- 
Dost  letters,  magazines.  newsDaners.  small  nackacres.  and  such  other  mat- 
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longer  time  in  stopping  at  each  door  to  collect  and  deliver  mail  than  is  found  necea- 
sary  under  the  present  system.  HouHeholders  were  delighted  with  the  convenience 
of  posting  letters  any  hour,  day  or  night,  without  going  outdoors.  No  additional 
expense  will  be  incurred  to  the  Department,  and  probably  the  time  saved  to  carriers, 
no  longer  compelled  to  await  answers  to  bells,  may  be  utilized  in  further  extending 
the  boundaries  of  routes  in  rapidly  growing  cities. 

It  is  therefore — 

Ordered,  That  in  all  cities  and  towns  having  free  delivery,  the  postal  system  be 
extended  to  include  house-to-house  collection;  but,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Department,  the  introduction  of  boxes  will,  until  i^rther  orders,  be  confined  to 
the  following  cities  and  towns : 

Allegheny,  Pa.  Indianapolis,  Ind.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Alexandria,  Ya.  Joliet,  111.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Atlanta,  Ga.  Lowell,  Mass.  Selma,  Ala. 

Baltimore,  Md.  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  Springfield,  111. 

Boston,  Mass.  Minneapolis,  Minn.  Springfield,  Mass. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  New  Orleans,  La.  Syra-cuse,  N.  Y. 

Chicago,  111.  New  York,  N.  Y.  Tacoma,  Wash. 

Cleveland,  Ohio.  Omaha,  Nebr.  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Columbus,  Ohio.  Portland,  Me.  Vicksburg,  Miss. 

Detroit,  Mich.  Richmond,  Ya.  Washington,  D.  O. 

East  Orange,  N.  J.  St.  Albans,  Yt.  Wheeling,  W.  Ya. 

Grand  Kapids,  Mich.  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Postmasters  will  observe  the  following  rules : 

(1)  The  householder  must,  for  his  own  convenience  and  advantage  and  at  his  own 
expense,  supply  a  suitable  box. 

(2)  Postmasters  are  instructed  to  give  information  about  the  boxes  and  encourage 
householders  to  put  them  up.  Inasmuch  as  the  general  use  of  boxes  will  increase 
the  safety  and  speed  of  the  mail,  all  clerks  and  carriers  are  ordered  to  recommend 
and  facilitate  their  adoption. 

(3)  The  Post-Office  Department  will  not  assume  the  responsibility  of  oollecting 
mail  deposited  in  any  other  collection  boxes  than  those  recommended  by  the  commis- 
sion and  tested  by  the  Department;  and  the  solection  of  collection  boxes  is  therefore 
limited  to  those  thus  recommended  and  tested,  as  hereinbefore  described. 

And  on  May  29  the  following  order: 

[Order  No.  337.] 

Order  No.  654  of  December  14,  1896,  is  hereby  moditied  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 
That  the  house- to-houso  collection  and  delivery  system  is  hereby  extended  to  pro- 
vide for  the  sale  of  postage  and  special-delivery  stamps  and  postal  cards  by  letter 
carriers  by  means  of  the  house  collection  and  deliverv  boxes  approved  by  this  Depart- 
ment in  Order  No.  47  of  the  Postmaster-General,  dated  January  25,  1896,  and  an 
official  stamp-selling  envelope,  this  day  approved,  to  be  supplied  and  used  in  the 
following  manner : 

Stamps  will  be  sold  of  the  denominations  and  in  the  quantities  named  herein. 
The  official  stamp -selling  envelopes  will  contain  order  slips,  upon  which  orders  for 
stamps  and  postal  cards  may  be  indicated,  as  follows: 

Five  (5) Two  (2)  cent  stamps. 

Twenty-five  (25) Two  (2)  cent  stamps. 

One  hundred  (100) Two  (2)  cent  stamps. 

Two  (2) Five  (5)  cent  stamps. 

Five  (5) One  (1)  cent  stamp. 

Twenty- five  (25) One  (1)  cent  stamp. 

Five  (5) Postal  cards. 

The  Postal  Improvement  Company  shall  assign  to  the  United  States  all  United 
States  ])ateuts  now  held  by  it  on  the  envelope  adopted  and  all  United  States  patents 
pertaining  thereto  which  may  be  held  by  it  in  the  fhtnre,  with  the  nnderstandine 
that  these  envelopes  shall  be  used  only  in  connection  with  the  house-collection  and 
delivery  boxes  adopted  and  tested  by  the  Department. 

It  shall  also  provide  one  of  these  envelopes  with  each  house-collection  and  delivery 
box,  of  the  forms  adopted  by  the  Department,  without  cost  to  the  United  States  or 
to  the  person  purchasing  such  boxes,  such  envelope  to  become  the  property  of  the 
United  States.  Requisite  number  of  envelopes  for  the  use  of  letter  carriers  to  be 
provided  by  the  Department. 

Carriers  shall  collect  from  house  letter  boxes  official  stamp-selling  envelopes  contain* 
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ing  orders  for  stamps  when  such  orders  are  properly  indicated  with  the  name  and 
address  of  the  person  ordering  written  thereon,  and  when  accompanied  •  by  an 
amoant  of  money  equal  to  the  value  of  the  stamps  ordered ;  and  he  shall  turn  over  to 
the  clerk  designated  to  receive  thorn  such  ofiiclal  stamp-selling  envelopes,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  fill  such  orders  by  placing  in  the  envelope  the  stamps  so  ordered 
and  paid  for,  and  the  carrier  on  his  next  trip  shall  deliver  this  envelope  in  the 
delivery  compartment  of  the  box  at  the  address  designated  in  the  order. 

Patrons  posting  unstamped  matter,  or  matter  to  which  they  wish  affixed  a  special- 
delivery  stamp,  in  the  collection  compartment  of  box,  must  accompany  the  same 
with  a  regular  order  for  stamps  to  be  delivered  by  the  carrier  on  his  next  trip,  and  an 
amount  of  money  snffioient  to  equal  the  value  of  the  stamps  so  ordered  and  to  prepay 
the  postage  on  the  unstamped,  matter,  or  matter  to  which  they  wish  a  special-deuT- 
ery  stamp  affixed,  in  order  that  the  patrons  may  •  not  be  left  without  an  official 
stamp- selling  envelope  for  future  orders. 

The  carrier  shall  collect  such  unstamped  matter  and  turn  it  over  to  the  clerk  in 
charge,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  affix  such  stamps  and  forward  the  matter  by  the 
next  mail. 

If  the  money  found  in  an  envelope  does  not  correspond  with  the  cost  of  stamps 
ordered,  or  if  the  order  be  not  properly  indicated,  or  if  the  name  and  address  of  the 
patron  be  not  given,  the  carrier  shall  immediately  return  the  envelope  to  the  delivery 
compartment  of  the  box. 

Carriers  shall  in  no  case  make  change ;  nor  shall  they  sell  stamps,  take  orders 
therefor,  nor  receive  unstamped  matter,  except  in  the  manner  above  specified. 

This  service  will  be  given  to  only  tnose  patrons  of  the  post-office  who  provide 
themselves  with  one  of  the  house  collection  and  delivery  boxes  approved  by  the 
Department  for  that  purpose,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  do  so  unless 
patrons  will  conform  to  the  method  adopted. 

The  following  matter  shall  be  printed  on  the  back  of  each  official  stamp-selling 
«nvelope  for  the  guidance  of  carriers  and  patroDs: 

''U.  S.  official  stamp-selling  envelope.  Patent  pending.  This  envelope  is  the 
property  of  the  United  States.  One,  two,  and  five-cent  postage  stamps  and  postal 
cards  in  the  following  quantities,  only,  viz :  Five  ones,  nve  twos,  one  hundred  twos, 
two  fives,  twenty-five  ones,  twenty-five  twos,  five  postal  cards,  will  be  delivered 
by  letter  carriers  to  users  of  the  officially  adopted  house-collection  and  delivery  boxes 
when  ordered  in  this  envelope  according  to  the  following  directions :  Mark  with  a 
cross  the  square  (thus  X )  on  order  slip,  opposite  the  number  and  denomiuation  of 
stamps  yon  want  delivered  to  yon,  or  if  yon  wish  to  post  unstamped  matter  indicate 
that  in  the  place  provided  in  the  same  manner.  Write  plainly  name  and  address  on 
lines  indicated  on  order  slip.  Place  in  this  envelope  tne  order  slip  with  the  exact 
amount  of  money  to  pay  for  stamps  ordered  and  in  such  manner  that  carrier  can  read 
order  and  count  money  without  removing  either  from  the  envelope.  Fasten  end  of 
order  slip  to  the  envelope  front  in  .the  manner  provided  and  post  the  same  in  your 
house  letter  box  as  you  would  an  ordinary  letter.  The  carrier  will  deliver  the  stamps 
in  this  regulation  envelope  on  first  tnp  after  the  collection  of  order,  and  where 
nnstamped  matter  is  posted  with  money  to  pay  postage  for  same  as  above  directed, 
he  will  collect  the  same  on  first  trip  and  postage  will  be  affixed  to  it  at  the  post-office 
and  it  will  be  forwarded  by  first  mail,  if  the  money  found  in  your  envelope  does 
not  correspond  with  cost  of  stamps  ordered  the  carrier  will  immediately  return  the 
envelope  to  the  delivery  compartment  of  your  box. 

"  Unstamx>ed  matter  will  be  collected  by  carriers  when  found  in  box  together 
with  any  regular  order  for  stamps  and  an  excess  of  money  equal  to  the  postage  of 
the  nnstamped  matter.  Carriers  can  not  make  change  and  must  not  be  aetained  in 
the  conduct  of  this  business."  ^ 

All  postal  regulations  inconsistent  with  this  order  shall  be  so  amended  as  to  con- 
fonn  to  ite  provisions. 

The  radical  addition  to  the  system  was  inaugurated,  providing  for  the 
saleof  postage  and  special-delivery  stamps  and  postal  cards  and  enabling 
patrons  of  the  post-office  to  mail  unstamped  matter  when  accompanied 
by  an  amount  of  money  sufficient  to  prepay  the  postage  on  the  same, 
by  means  of  the  boxes  tested  and  adopted  by  the  Department  and  the 
official  stamp-selling  envelope  adopted  in  Order  No.  337. 

A  general  demand  of  the  public  has  been  met  by  the  introduction  of 
this  stamp-selling  feature,  and  especially  does  the  provision  for  the 
mailing  of  unstamped  matter  mark  a  new  era  in  the  free-delivery  sys- 
tem. For  many  years  the  Department  and  Congress  have  been  urged 
by  patrons  of  the  post-office  from  all  sections  of  the  country  to  provide 
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some  means  for  accomplishing  this  purpose^  and  it  is  believed  that  this 
demand  has  now  been  satisfactorily  met.  The  official  stamp-selling 
envelopes  are  furnished  free  of  charge  to  those  providing  themselves 
with  one  of  the  tested  and  adopted  house  collection  boxes. 

The  adoption  of  these  boxes  has  been  very  general  by  the  residents 
of  those  cities  to  which  the  system  has  been  extended,  despite  the  pre- 
vailing financial  depression  of  the  past  year,  and  it  is  confidently 
believed  by  those  having  the  matter  in  charge  that  under  the  new  con- 
ditions of  prosperity  this  adoption  will  be  very  much  hastened  during 
the  coming  year — a  result  to  be  hoped  for  since  the  Department  and 
the  public  are  equally  benefited  by  the  extension  of  this  system — the 
former  by  the  quicker  dispatch  of  the  mails  brought  about  by  the  saving 
of  time  made  by  the  carriers  in  the  delivery  of  the  mails  and  the 
increased  sale  of  postage  and  special-delivery  stamps,  while  the  latter 
profits  by  the  increased  facilities  afforded  it  tor  receiving  and  posting 
mail  matter  and  purchasing  stamps.  This  system  is  simply  an  exten- 
sion of  the  street  letter-box  system  and  the  stamp-selling  station, 
since  boxes  for  the  receipt  of  mail  are  placed  on  dwellings  and  places 
of  business  in  addition  to  those  at  street  comers,  and  means  for  pur- 
chasing stamps  are  provided  at  like  places  in  addition  to  those  at  post- 
offices,  substations,  or  stores,  oftentimes  far  distant  from  the  dwelling 
or  business  house  of  the  purchaser.  This  system  must  necessarily 
grow  gradually,  and  further  experience  with  it  will  doubtless  suggest 
still  other  changes  and  improvements.  Since  the  issuance  of  Order  No. 
330  by  the  Postmaster-General,  the  system  has  been  extended  by  him 
to  the  following-named  towns  and  cities: 

Brockton,  Mass.  Hoboken,  N.  J.  Racine,  Wis. 

Bridgeport,  Conn.  Mobile,  Ala.  Torrington,  Conn. 

Elmira,  N.  Y.  New  Bedford,  Mass.      Tonkers,  N.  Y. 

SATCHEL  REPAIR  SHOP. 

The  work  of  the  satchel  repair  shop  is  itemized  in  the  following 
statement: 

July  1, 1896,  satchels  on  hand 1,874 

Satchels  receiyed  for  repairs  during  year 7,053 

8,927 
Condemned  as  not  worth  repairing 3,185 

5,742 
Shipped  to  postmasters  during  year 4,850 

Balance  on  hand 4 892 

Satchels  are  repaired  and  shipped  at  a  cost  of  32^  cents  each;  total 
cost  of  repairing  and  shipping  satchels  daring  the  year,  $1,570.25. 

SUBSTITUTES. 

The  very  unsatisfactory  status  of  the  force  of  substitute  letter  carriers 
is  giving  the  Department  much  concern.  The  betterment  of  their  con- 
dition is  a  problem  which  under  existing  statutes  is  very  difGcult  of 
solution.  The  act  of  August  2,  1882  (22  Stat.  L.,  185),  provides  that  the 
Postmaster-General  ^*  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  one  or 
more  substitute  letter  carriers,  whose  compensation  shall  be  one  dollar 
per  annum  and  the  pro  rata  compensation  of  the  carriers  whose  routes 
they  may  be  required  to  serve."    Act  of  June  27, 1884  (23  Stat  L.,  p. 
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60),  allowing  loave  of  absence  to  regular  carriers  not  to  exceed  fifteen 
days  in  each  year  without  loss  of  pay,  provides  tbat  the  substitutes 
employed  in  the  absence  of  letter  carriers  on  such  leave  shall  be  paid 
at  the  rate  of  $600  per  annum. 

Under  these  statutes  the  annual  compensation  of  substitutes  in  small 
offices  is  practically  limited  to  the  vacation  service  they  perform  for  the 
regular  carriers.  Instances  have  been  brought  to  my  attention  where 
substitute  carriers  earn  an  average  of  but  $5  or  $6  a  month.  These 
paltry  earnings  force  them  to  find  employment  elsewhere  and  to  refuse 
to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  postmaster  when  emergencies  arise  requir- 
ing their  services.  Substitute  carriers  can  not  be  censured  for  refusing, 
under  these  circumstances,  to  perform  postal  service,  especially  when 
they  are  confronted  with  the  alternative  of  choosing  between  a  perma- 
nent commercial  employment  and  the  very  uncertain  and  brief  employ- 
ment which  the  exigencies  of  the  postal  service  provide  for  them. 

When  a  substitute  declines  to  perform  service  at  an  office  where 
there  happens  to  be  no  eligible  register,  the  Department  is  compelled 
to  drop  his  name  from  the  roll,  for  it  can  not  make  a  temporary  appoint- 
ment, under  section  602f7,  Amended  Postal  Laws  and  Eegulations  for 
the  Free-Delivery  Service,  1896,  and  Rule  VIII,  par.  13,  Revision  of 
the  Civil-Service  Rules,  May  6, 1896,  so  long  as  there  is  a  name  on  the 
substitute  roll.  Such  action,  though  unavoidable,  works  a  hardship  to 
the  substitute  carrier,  who  may  have  served  patiently  as  snch  for  four 
or  five  years,  awaiting  a  regular  appointment.  Instances  of  this  kind 
arising  almost  daily  cause  the  Department  much  embarrassment. 

With  the  exception  of  those  employed  in  the  very  largest  offices, 
the  substitute  carriers  at  first-class  offices  are  not  much  better  off 
than  their  official  brothers  in  the  small  offices.  However,  in  first-class 
offices  there  is  more  opportunity  to  provide  steady  employment  for 
them,  as  there  are  frequent  emergencies  requiring  the  employment*ot 
additional  temporary  carriers,  and  then  there  is  other  work  which  they 
can  conveniently  perform.  In  New  York,  for  example,  substitute  let- 
ter carriers  deliver  all  special-delivery  letters  and  perform  service  as 
temporary  carriers,  which  divides  among  them  four  or  five  thousand 
dollars  a  year.  These  duties,  in  addition  to  the  service  performed  in 
the  absence  of  regular  carriers  on  leave,  with  or  without  pay,  provide 
a  compensation  per  annum  equal  to  the  salary  of  a  third-grade  letter 
carrier.  Last  year  the  salary  of  a  substitute  carrier  in  New  York  City 
was  about  $50  per  month.  In  order  to  provide  as  much  work  as  pos- 
sible for  substitute  carriers,  it  is  my  purpose  to  issue  an  order  at  an 
early  date  requiring  that  the  delivery  of  special-delivery  letters  in  first- 
class  offices  be  m^e  by  substitute  carriers.  At  small  offices,  where 
the  number  of  special-delivery  letters  delivered  daily  is  too  small  to 
require  constant  service  of  a  substitute,  I  will  leave  the  performance 
of  such  extra  service  optional  with  the  substitutes  employed  in  those 
offices. 

Complaints  have  been  made  to  this  office  from  time  to  time  that  the 
substitutes  at  many  offices  are  not  promptly  paid  for  services  rendered 
regular  carriers  on  leave  without  pay,  and  that  they  are  compelled  to 
await  the  pleasure  of  the  regular  carriers  before  receiving  the  compen- 
sation due  them.  It  has  also  been  charged  that  at  some  offices  substi- 
tute carriers  are  required  by  the  postmaster  to  work  at  the  rate  of  $600 
per  annum  when  they  are  entitled  to  the  pro  rata  compensation  of  the 
carriers  whose  routes  they  are  required  to  serve.  This  office  will  take 
steps  at  once  to  have  these  irregularities  corrected,  and  will  again  direct 
the  attention  of  the  i)ostmasters  to  section  628,  Amended  Postal  Laws 
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and  Eegolations  for  Free  Delivery  Service,  1896,  which  reads:  "Work 
for  sabstitute  letter  carriers  should  be  distribated  as  equally  as  possi- 
ble among  them,  without  regard  to  seniority  or  time  of  service." 

I  will  have  occasion  later  on  to  suggest  such  legislation  as  will  enable 
the  Department  to  place  the  employment  of  substitute  letter  carriers  on 
a  more  satisfactory  basis. 

ASSISTANT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The  free-delivery  service  has  grown  to  such  proportions  that  it  is 
almost  impossible,  with  the  present  organization  of  the  free-delivery 
system,  to  give  it  the  supervision  that  is  constantly  required.  Two 
more  assistant  superintendents,  with  a  salary  of  $2,000  each,  should  be 
added  to  the  force.  Their  headquarters  should  be  at  ^ew  York  and 
Chicago,  respectively,  as  a  very  large  portion  of  the  carrier  force  is 
employed  in  those  two  cities  and  their  immediate  surroundings.  There 
are  many  local  questions  arising  daily  throughout  the  service  that 
require  and  should  receive  the  personal  attention  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  free-delivery  system,  or  his  direct  representative.  There  are 
now  employed  in  the  service  17,000  letter  carriers  and  substitute  letter 
carriers,  distributed  among  700  post-offices.  The  Eailway  Mail  Service, 
employing  about  8,000  men,  has,  besides  a  general  superintendent  and 
an  assistant  general  superintendent,  11  division  superintendents  and 
28  assistant  superintendent-s.  I  make  this  comparison  between  the 
two  services  to  emphasize  the  necessity  of  two  additional  assistant 
superintendents  of  the  free-delivery  system,  and  I  can  not  too  strongly 
recommend  that  Congress  be  urged  to  provide  for  their  appointment. 


RXTRAL  FREE  DELIVIIR7. 

Bural  free  delivery  has  been  put  to  the  test  of  practical  experiment 
in  29  States  and  over  44  differing  routes.  This  has  been  done  by  direc- 
tion of  Congress,  which  placed  a  sum  of  $10,000,  supplemented  by 
another  appropriation  of  130,000,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department  for 
this  purpose  during  the  fiscal  year  1896>97,  and  has  appropriated  a 
further  sum  of  $50,000  for  continuing  and  extending  the  exx>eriment 
during  the  present  fiscal  year.  In  a  majority  of  the  districts  experi- 
ment^ upon  the  free-delivery  service  has  been  in  operation  for  a  year. 
It  was  commenced  in  West  Virginia  October  1, 1896,  extended  to  Mary- 
land, Missouri,  Few  York,  Ohio,  and  Indiana  October  15, 1896;  later 
in  the  same  month  other  rural  routes  were  established  in  Virginia, 
Arkansas,  North  Carolina,  and  Kansas;  and  in  November,  1896,  the 
system  was  placed  on  trial  over  selected  routes  in  Louisiana,  Massa- 
chusetts, Nebraska,  Iowa,  Colorado,  Wisconsin,  Maine,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Arizona.  The  States  of  Michigan,  Alabama,  Georgia,  Illinois,  and 
Vermont  were  included  in  the  experiment  in  December,  1896,  and  in 
January  of  the  present  year  Minnesota,  Kentucky,  California,  and 
Tennessee  were  added  to  the  list  of  States  where  rural  free  delivery  has 
been  initiated. 

More  recently  a  route  has  been  started  from  North  Yakima,  in  the 
State  of  Washington,  and  a  supplemental  route  has  been  given  to  Iowa. 

All  sorts  and  conditions  of  rural  life  have  been  included  in  the  experi- 
ment, as  will  be  seen  from  the  detailed  reports  of  the  results  of  the  test 
in  the  different  States  experimented  upon,  which  are  herewith  pre- 
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sented.  The  service  has  been  tried  under  most  favored  conditions  in 
the  garden  district  of  Oalifomia,  where  75  miles  of  macadamized  roads, 
carefully  sprinkled  in  summer,  lead  through  a  succession  of  costly  man- 
sions, embowered  among  gardens  and  fruit  groves.  It  has  been  put  in 
ox>eration  along  the  banks  of  Bayou  Lafourche,  in  the  sugar  belt  of  Lou- 
isiana, where  the  carriers  drive  from  one  sugar  plantation  to  another 
for  7  miles  on  each  side  of  the  bayou.  It  has  been  inaugurated  under 
equally  favorable  auspices  in  the  productive  irrigated  fruit-growing 
districts  of  Arizona;  among  the  well-improved  and  prosperous  ranches 
of  Colorado;  in  the  balmy  climate  and  health-giving  air  of  southern 
Georgia;  among  the  intelligent  farming  communities  which  thickly 
populate  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Lancaster  County,  Pa.  It  has 
been  established  on  one  of  the  larger  islands  of  Lake  Champlain  in 
Vermont;  and  has  been  put  in  operation  in  the  backwoods  of  Maine, 
and  among  the  farmers  and  summer  boarders  of  Massachusetts. 

In  these  and  other  localities  the  conditions  were  such  as  to  favor  the 
success  of  the  plan  to  the  utuiost.  But  the  experiment  has  not  been 
confined  to  communities  where  there  were  few  difficulties  to  be  encoun- 
tered. It  has  been  carried  over  the  mountains  of  Arkansas;  through 
the  heavy  roads  of  central  Illinois;  along  the  rough  banks  of  the  Mis- 
souri River,  in  Kansas;  through  the  unsurveyed  and  roadless  farm- 
ing districts  of  southwest  Kentucky;  over  the  hills  and  through  the 
snow-filled  crossroads  of  Michigan :  down  the  stifif  clay  roads  of  North 
Carolina;  along  the  sparsely -settled  rocky  ridges  of  Westmoreland 
County,  Pa.,  and  among  the  scattered  colored  settlements  of  Virginia. 
Congress  desired  rural  free  delivery  to  be  thoroughly  tested.  The 
Department  has  endeavored  to  comply  with  this  request. 

According  to  the  varying  conditions  of  the  country  traversed,  the 
rural  carriers  perform  their  services  on  horseback,  or  riding  in  buck- 
boards,  buggies,  two- wheeled  carts,  or  on  bicycles.  In  some  States  they 
have  to  cross  farms  and  pull  down  bars  and  ride  over  fields  to  deliver 
and  collect  their  mails.  In  no  instance  has  any  serious  complaint  beeq 
made  of  this  invasion  of  private  rights.  On  the  contrary  the  coopera- 
tion of  the  communities  served  has  in  every  instance  been  cheerfully 
and  eflfectively  given.  The  farmers,  at  their  own  cost,  hav«  put  up 
boxes  at  the  crossroads  and  at  all  other  convenient  places  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  mails. 

The  general  results  obtained  have  been  so  satisfactory  as  to  suggest 
the  feasibility  of  making  rural  delivery  a  permanent  feature  of  postal 
administration  in  the  United  IStates;  not  immediately,  or  in  all  districts 
at  once,  but  in  some  gradual  and  gradated  form,  the  cliaracter  of  which 
might  be  regulated  by  the  tenor  of  the  reports  herewith  presented  as 
to  the  experimental  service. 

One  of  these  experimental  districts,  Thibodeaux,  in  the  parish  (or 
county)  of  Lafourche,  La.,  demonstrated  from  the  start  that  the  service 
could  be  made  permanent  in  that  section  without  any  increase  of  cost 
to  the  Government.  It  was  found  that  the  annual  compensation  paid 
to  fourth-class  postmasters  and  for  star  route  service  in  this  district 
(all  practically  superseded  by  tlie  rural  free  delivery)  amounted  to 
exactly  the  annual  cost  of  the  rural  carriers,  while  the  service  rendered 
by  the  carriers  was  much  more  efficient  and  acceptable  to  the  public. 

In  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  there  are  nearly  150  fourth-class  i)ost- 
offices,  a  large  percentage  of  which  might  be  discontinued  if  rural  free 
delivery  were  extended  over  the  whole  county. 

In  communities  like  these  there  would  seem  to  be  no  valid  objection, 
even  on  the  score  of  economy,  to  putting  the  system  of  free  rural  delivery 
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into  permanent  operation.  The  criticism,  sometimes  heard,  that  to  do 
this  would  discriminate  in  favor  of  one  section  as  against  another,  is 
easily  answered  by  the  statement  that  such  a  discrimination  would  be 
no  greater  than  that  created  by  existing  law,  which  gives  free  delivery 
to  a  town  of  10,000  population  or  $10,000  gross  annual  postal  receipts, 
and  denies  it  to  another  town  of  9,500  population  or  $9,500  gross  postal 
receipts. 

SOME  DIFFICULTIES  ENCOUNTERED. 

The  question  as  to  the  net  cost  of  rural  free  delivery  is  at  nearly  all 
points  complicated  by  considerations  as  to  the  possibility  of  discontinu- 
ing other  service  with  which  the  rural  delivery  to  some  extent  comes 
in  conflict.  So  long  as  the  system  remains  a  tentative  one,  and  until 
the  intentions  of  Congress  as  to  its  perpetuation  become  known,  it  has 
been  thought  the  part  of  wisdom  to  <^make  haste  slowly"  in  the  aboli- 
tion of  other  service  which  it  might  be  found  necessary  to  resume  soon 
after  its  discontinuance.  Hence  the  results  of  the  experiment,  from  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  have  not  in  many  instances  been  as  satisfac- 
tory as  they  could  easily -be  made  if  the  service  were  established  on  a 
permanent  basis.  The  uncertainties  of  the  situation  have  acted  like 
a  spring  frost  on  blossoming  fruits  and  have  checked  many  buds  of 
promise.  There  has  been,  and  naturally  so  in  some  localities,  a  hesita- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  community  to  break  in  upon  their  long-estab- 
lished custom  of  riding  to  town  for  their  mails  when  they  have  no 
assurance  as  to  how  long  free  delivery  is  to  last.  Then,  again,  post- 
masters of  the  fourth  class,  who  are  paid  according  to  the  amount  of 
mail  matter  canceled  in  their  ofQce,  do  not  find  it  to  their  interest  to 
encourage  their  patrons  to  transfer  their  mail  delivery  to  the  neighbor- 
ing free-delivery  route.  It  is  asking  too  much  of  human  nature  to 
expect  them  to  divest  themselves  of  part  of  their  income  purely  for  the 
betterment  of  the  service.  That  so  much  has  been  accomplished  in 
spite  of  these  retarding  influences  indicates  much  greater  possibilities 
for  the  future. 

One  of  the  suggested  plans  for  extending  rural  delivery  in  scattered 
communities  is  the  utilization,  in  certain  States,  of  the  existing  star 
routes,  and  adapting  them  to  the  delivery  of  mails  by  the  wayside. 
This,  of  course,  would  require  the  authorization  of  Congress  to  make 
it  effective,  but  it  would  be  quit«  competent  for  the  star-route  messen- 
ger, carrying  his  locked  mail  pouch  from  one  postoflBce  to  another,  to 
deliver  to  and  collect  from  such  persons  living  along  the  line  of  his 
route  as  might  authorize  him  so  to  do,  their  daily  mails,  without  in  any 
way  seriously  interfering  with  the  expedition  of  his  trips.  This  plan 
has  actually  been  put  in  operation  by  the  citizens  of  one  district  of 
Massachusetts,  on  their  own  responsibility,  they  paying  the  mail  mes- 
senger $2  per  annum  for  each  family  thus  accommodated  by  him. 

With  a  view  of  meeting  the  general  wish  of  rural  communities  for 
an  extension  of  mail  facilities,  a  bill  (H.  R.  5473)  was  introduced  in 
the  last  Congress  by  Hon.  N.  D.  Sperry,  of  Connecticut,  to  revive  the 
old  "penny  x)ost"  system  in  towns,  villages,  and  other  places  where  no 
free  delivery  exists.  The  bill  enacted  that  on  the  petition  of  not  less 
than  twenty  persons  of  any  one  delivery  the  postmaster  might  ax>point 
one  or  more  carriers  who,  on  the  written  request  of  the  addressees, 
should  deliver  their  mails,  receiving  from  them  such  weekly,  monthly, 
or  quarterly  compensation  as  might  be  mutually  agreed  upon,  or,  as 
the  bill  further  provided,  "when  no  such  agreement  is  made,  they  may 


FIRST   ASSISTANT — RURAL   FREE   DELIVERY.  107 

demand  and  receive  not  exceeding  1  cent  for  each  letter  or  other  pack- 
age which  they  deliver  from  or  convey  to  the  post-oflBce." 

In  the  course  of  the  debate  on  this  bill  in  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives Hon.  John  8.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  said : 

The  pronosed  bill — the  logiHlation  it  neeks  to  enact — is  nothing  but  the  dovolop- 
meut  in  to  law  of  a  system  which  already  exists  in  a  part  of  this  country.  For  example, 
down  in  my  own  country,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  there  is  a  community  of  people — 
there  are  several  of  them,  but  I  have  in  mind  one  community — who  annually  direct 
the  postmaster  to  deliver  their  mail  to  a  certain  person  Kclected  by  thom  to  receive 
and  deliver  it.  The  carrier  gets  the  mail  from  the  post- office  and  deposits  it  in  boxes 
in  front  of  the  various  plantations  on  his  route,  and  takes  from  the  boxes  such  mail 
matter  as  has  been  deposited  by  the  planters,  or  tho  renters  of  the  land,  and  carries 
it  to  the  post-office.  >So  the  common  sense  of  a  community  in  this  country  has 
already  developed  a  scheme  exactly  that  which  the  gentleman  from  Conuecticat 
desires  to  pnt  into  the  shape  of  law  upon  our  statute  books. 

This  is  quoted  as  showing  how  general  is  the  desire  for  the  extension  of 
the  delivery  service  in  rural  districts.  Both  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Eepresentatives  adopted  a  report  on  the  Sperry  bill,  which  said: 

While  the  demand  for  rural  delivery  comes  from  the  people  in  the  main,  it  has  also 
been  made  the  subject  matter  of  discussion  by  tho  Post-Office  Department  from  time 
to  time,  and  it  is  agreed  by  those  who  have  investigated  the  subject  that  there  is  no 
goo4l  reason  why  such  accommodations  should  be  withheld.  It  is  easy  to  see  how 
this  will  elevate  the  standard  of  intelligence  and  promote  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

A  brief,  prepared  in  support  of  the  Sperry  bill,  urged  that  our  postal 
system  was  derived  from  that  of  Great  Britain ;  that  the  ordinance 
passed  by  the  Confederated  States  in  1782,  empowering  the  Postmaster- 
General  and  his  assistants  to  ^^ carry  and  deliver"  letters,  was  based 
upon  the  English  statute  of  1710,  which  statute  received  a  final  con- 
struction by  the  Court  ot  King's  Bench  in  1772,  in  a  suit  brought  against 
the  postmaster  of  Ipswich  for  the  nondelivery  of  a  letter.  The  opinion 
of  that  court,  as  delivered  by  Lord  Chief  Justice  De  Grey  in  this  case, 
was  quoted  as  follows: 

The  Pofitmaster-Ooneral  is  to  receive,  carry,  and  deliver  all  letters  which  shall  be 
sent  to  or  from  all  places  in  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  As  he  ''receives''  a  letter 
from  one  person  he  is  to  ''  carry  and  deliver''  it  to  another  person,  according  to  the 
directions ;  but  in  tho  present  case  the  postmaster  is  so  far  from  delivering  the  letters 
directed  to  the  plaintiff*  at  Ipswich  that  in  truth  he  retains  them.  He  receives  them 
at  bis  office  in  London  and  delivers  them  into  his  ofBce  at  Ipswich,  which  is  fio  more 
than  giving  them  with  his  right  hand  into  his  left.  He  must  do  more.  Ho  must 
remove  them  out  of  his  office  ut  Ipswich  as  much  as  he  did  out  of  his  office  at  LondoD, 
and  mast  deliver  them  to  the  person  at  Ipswich,  as  directed. 

From  this  opinion,  and  from  the  action  of  Congress  from  time  to  time, 
the  deduction  was- drawn  that  a  common-law  obligation  to  "deliver'* 
letters  as  well  as  to  "  carry 'Hhem  was  assumed  by  this  Government  in 
taking  upon  itself  a  monopoly  of  the  postal  service,  and  has  been  rec- 
ognized by  it.  As  long  ago  as  1794  a  law  was  i)assed  authorizing  a 
charge  of  2  cents  for  letters  delivered  by  carrier.  In  1861  the  charge 
was  reduced  to  not  exceeding  1  cent.  This  provision  was  repealed  in 
1863,  when  free  delivery  in  the  large  cities  was  established,  but  was 
revived  in  1865  and  remained  nominally  in  force  until  the  codification 
of  the  postal  laws  in  1872,  when  it  was  omitted — whether  by  accident  or 
design  on  the  iiart  of  the  codifiers  does  not  clearly  appear. 

Mr.  Sperry's  bill  to  revive  the  "penny  post"  passed  both  Houses  of 
the  last  Congress,  but  did  not  reach  the  President  in  time  to  receive 
consideration  and  approval.  The  passage  of  this  bill,  however,  reflected 
the  growing  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  country  at  large  in  favor  o! 
the  extension  of  the  delivery  service  in  some  shape  to  agricultural 
oommanities. 
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Gommenting  upon  the  inequalities  in  oar  postal  service,  Postmaster- 
General  Wanamaker,  in  1892,  said : 

When  a  town  grows  to  10,000  population,  and  pnts  down  foot  walks  and  pnta  np 
nambers  on  the  bouses,  the  Post-Office  Department  is  authorized  by  act  of  Congress 
to  establish  a  carrier  service  to  deliver  mail  matter  at  the  doors  of  honsefl  and  offices. 
As  the  town  increases  postal  stations  arc  established.  Thus  the  postal  service  keeps 
pace  with  the  growth  of  the  town.  While  all  this  postal  work  is  ^oing  on  at  the 
thickly  populated  points  the  farmers,  quarrymen,  blacksmiths,  millers,  and  arti- 
sans— all  paying  the  regulation  rates  of  postage — are  left  to  get  their  mail  aa  best 
they  can,  &om  the  post-office  at  the  village  or  at  the  railway  station. 

The  system  is  really  colonial.  It  takes  pay  for  delivering  letters  without  deliver- 
ing them.  It  obliges  people  to  go  or  send  for  mail,  and  that  means,  in  the  winter 
or  stormy  seasons,  and  for  aged  people,  the  deprivation  of  letters  and  periodicals 
(hardly  less  valuable)  that  lie  in  the  post-office  for  long  periods  not  callea  for. 

Mr.  Wanamaker's  comments  are  equally  applicable  to  the  postal 
service  of  the  present  day. 

Whether  it  is  proper  or  desirable  at  this  time  to  enter  upon  a  broad 
and  general  system  of  free  delivery,  not  only  in  rural  communities  but 
in  the  towns  and  villages  now  excluded  from  the  free-delivery  service 
by  operation  of  law,  is  a  question  which  rests  within  the  sound  discre- 
tion of  the  lawmaking  power.  This  Department  can  only  aid  by 
laying  before  Congress  the  facts  as  reported  by  its  trusted  and  intelli- 
gent agents,  and  such  other  information  as  comes  into  its  possession 
through  the  intercourse  which  Department  officials  necessarily  hold 
with  the  people  and  their  representatives  by  correspondence  or  direct 
personal  interviews.  It  can  hardly  be  disputed  that  public  policy 
requires  some  advances  to  be  made,  and  that  the  postal  service  of  the 
United  States  should  be  brought  more  into  line  with  the  advancing 
prosperity  and  increasing  population  of  the  country  than  circumstances 
have  hitherto  permitted  it  to  be.  It  may  even  be  said  that  sooner  or 
later  the  United  States  will  have  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  more  densely 
populated  countries  associated  with  it  in  the  Universal  Postal  Union, 
and  establish  a  delivery  service  over  all  the  settled  portions  of  its  vast 
territory.    The  question  remains  how  to  make  the  necessary  advances. 

THE  COST  AND  POSTAL  DEVELOPMENT. 

Postal  development  in  the  United  States  has  been  of  comparatively 
recent  growth,  and  has  been  accomplished  in  spite  of  many  difficulties. 
Less  than  four  years  since  the  aged  postmaster  of  an  Ohio  town,  then 
still  holding  his  office,  at  the  end  of  sixty-four  years  of  continuous 
service,  was  able  to  recall  the  time  when  the  charge  for  one  letter,  to 
be  transmitted  400  miles  or  more,  was  25  cents,  and  in  commutation  of 
this  service  he  had  at  different  times  received,  as  a  just  equivalent  for 
the  postage,  either  2  bushels  of  oats,  5  dozen  of  eggs,  4  pounds  of  but- 
ter, 3  bushels  of  wheat,  or  1 J  pounds  of  common  wool.  It  was  not  until 
1863  that  free  delivery  was  introduced  into  even  the  largest  cities  of  the 
United  States.  The  carriers  called  into  service  at  that  time  scarcely 
numbered  as  many  hundreds  as  there  are  thousands  now,  and  the  cost 
of  the  delivery  seiTice  was  little  more  than  $300,000,  as  against  about 
$13,000,000  in  1896-97. 

There  are  two  ways  of  looking  at  the  question  of  postal  development 
in  regard  to  the  extension  of  the  free-delivery  system.  One  proceeds 
on  the  theory,  sometimes  advanced  in  the  debates  of  Congress,  that 
the  PostOffice  Department  is  a  great  business  enterprise,  one  of  the 
greatest  in  the  world,  conducting  its  operations  over  a  larger  area  and 
expending  more  money  than  any  similar  organization  in  any  one  other 
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country.  Viewed  firom  this  standpoint  the  Post-Oi!ice  Department  is 
required  to  be  condacted  on  what  are  termed  **  strictly  basiness  prin- 
dples,"  It  is  expected  to  keep  its  expenditures  well  within  its  income 
(even  if  its  revenues  can  not  be  made  to  yield  a  8urx)lu8  of  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  yearly,  as  is  the  case  with  the  postal  receipts 
of  Great  Britain),  and  to  extend  its  operations  only  when  it  is  clearly 
apparent  that  a  financial  gain  will  result  from  the  enlargement. 

Another  and  widely  divergent  view  adopts  the  apliorism  of  a  great 
European  writer,  that  "the  study  of  the  postal  service  is  the  indirect 
study  of  civilization,  and  maintains  that  its  benefits  are  so  great  that 
it  should  not  be  looked  upon  from  the  standi>oint  of  a  source  of  revenue." 

A  just  conception  of  the  province  of  postal  administration  may  per- 
haps be  found  between  these  two  extremes. 

As  against  the  first  proposition,  the  facts  stand  out  that  the  Post- 
Office  Department  has  never  been  conducted  on  "strictly  business 
principles,"  and  never  can  be  without  a  radical  reorganization  not  only 
of  this  Department  but  of  every  other  Executive  branch  of  tlie  Gov- 
ernment. It  is  not  practicable  to  strike  an  accurate  balance  of  profit 
and  loss  in  the  postal  service.  The  Post-Oflice  Department  is  required 
to  render  services  to  Congress  and  to  each  of  its  fellow  Executive 
Departments  to  the  extent  of  millions  of  dollars  yearly  without  receiv- 
ing any  compensation  therefor,  and  without  being  enabled  to  make 
any  correct  computation  of  the  extent  and  pecuniary  value  of  the 
services  thus  rendered.  It  is  ordered,  by  law  of  Congress,  to  carry 
for  the  benefit  of  private  enterprises  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons  of 
so  called  "second-class  mail  matter"  at  a  price  five  or  six  times  below 
the  cost  of  transportation  and  handling. 

On  the  other  hand,  and  still  further  to  complicate  the  accounts,  the 
Government  undertakes,  through  another  branch  of  the  service — the 
Treasury  Department — ^the  task  of  providing  the  Post- Office  Depart- 
ment with  offices  in  which  to  do  its  business,  and  takes  no  account  of 
either  principal  or  interest  of  the  millions  of  dollars  thus  expended.  No 
great  mercantile  firm  would  dp  business  on  such  a  basis.  The  conten- 
tion that  the  Post-Office  Department,  under  existing  laws,  can  under 
any  circumstances  be  conducted  on  "strictly  businesv^  principles"  must 
therefore  be  abandoned. 

The  utmost  that  can  be  asked  is  that  it  shall  render  the  greatest 
possible  amount  of  service  to  the  greatest  possible  number  of  people  at 
the  least  possible  expense. 

I  think  the  reports  of  rural  free  delivery  hereto  annexed  will  prove 
conclusively  that  this  experimental  service  has  rendered  benefits  far  in 
excess  of  the  expenditures  involved,  and  that,  under  wise  restrictions, 
it  can  be  continued  and  extended  with  great  advantage  to  a  class  of 
our  citizens  who,  rightly  or  wrongly,  deem  themselves  neglected  in  leg- 
islation— the  agricidtural  class — and  without  serious  detriment  to  the 
revenues. 
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I  append  a  statement^  arranged  by  States,  of  one  year's  experiment 
in  free  rural  delivery : 

ALABAMA. 

Opelika,  in  Lee  Ooiinty,  was  selected  for  the  experimental  test  of 
rural  free  delivery  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  with  its  diversitted  mining, 
manufacturing,  and  agricultural  interests.  This  is  an  agricaltoral  sec- 
tion simply.  The  route  chosen  was  from  Opelika  to  the  post-office  at 
Map,  a  distance  of  about  10  miles  and  return,  through  a  comparatively 
thickly  settled  part  of  the  county.  It  has  the  advantage  of  a  road 
which  can  be  traveled  over  in  the  worst  weather.  Boxes  placed  at  the 
intersection  of  two  cross  roads  enable  service  to  be  extended  to  some 
distance  off  the  main  route.  In  this  way  about  115  families,  or  750 
persons,  are  served.  The  area  covered  by  the  route  is  10  square  miles. 
One  carrier  performs  the  service,  on  horseback,  furnishing  his  own 
horse,  and  receives  $300  a  year,  which  is  the  maximum  compensa- 
tion allowed  for  rural  delivery  service.  Free  delivery  was  commenced 
December,  1896.  Within  a  very  few  days  the  residents  of  other  sec- 
tions of  the  same  county  were  riding  into  Opelika  to  ask  that  the  free 
delivery  might  be  extended  in  their  direction. 

ABIZONA. 

Tempe,  in  the  center  of  the  productive  irrigated  lands  of  the  Salt 
Eiver  Valley,  Maricopa  County,  Ariz.,  was  made  the  test  station  for 
rural  free  delivery  in  that  Territory.  The  chosen  route  extends  2  miles 
west  of  Tempe,  8  miles  south  and  6  miles*  east,  taking  in  practically  the 
whole  country  between  Tempe  and  the  Mormon  settlement  of  Mesa.  It 
covers  38  square  miles  and  serves  about  450  persons.  Two  carriers 
ride  each  30  miles  a  day  through  farms  and  fruit  orchards,  which  are 
described  by  the  local  land  boomers  as  presenting  a  perpetual  vision  of 
beauty,  where— 

The  balmy  spirit  of  the  western  gale. 
Eternal  breaths  on  fruits  an  taught  to  fail. 

Where  there  is  a  constant  succession  of  crops,  blossoms,  buds,  and 
ripening  fruit  appearing  simultaneously  on  the  same  tree. 
Some  of  the  reports  received  in  regard  to  the  service  in  Arizona  say: 

The  service  has  proved  to  be  an  absolute  success  in  every  respect.  Rather  than 
be  deprived  of  the  great  benefits  they  have  received  from  it,  the  patrons  say  they 
would  willingly  defray  the  expense  themselves.  The  only  opposition  has  come  from 
the  saloon  keepers  of  Tempe,  who  claim  that  their  revenues  from  the  farming  oom- 
mnnity  have  been  aifectea  very  materially  since  it  has  been  made  no  longer  neces- 
sary for  them  to  come  to  town  to  get  their  mail,  a  fact  which  is  gratifying  to  the 
moral  element  of  the  community. 

This  short  letter  is  an  attempt  to  give  utterance  to  onr  appreciation  of  the  fi^ee 
mail  delivery.  There  is  no  loss  of  time  after  the  mail  arrives  at  Tempe  before  it  is 
delivered  carefully  and  kindly.  Not  only  the  loss  of  time  in  going  for  the  mail  each 
day,  but  also  the  worry  and  anxiety  are  thus  saved.  Our  only  fear  is  that  the  servioe 
will  be  discontinued. 

We  are  much  pleased  Vith  the  free  delivery  system.  It  is  an  improvement  that 
could  not  be  fully  appreciated  till  tried. 

I  am  more  than  ever  proud  of  being  an  American  citizen,  and  gratefully  appreciate 
the  benefit  the  farmers  of  Tempe  are  receiving  from  the  rural  delivery  system.  I 
live  three  and  a  half  miles  from  the  Tempe  post-office,  and  have  been  sick  for  a  week 

Sast,  yet  my  mail  is  brought  to  my  door  every  morning,  except  Sunday.  I  hope  the 
overnment  is  satisfied  that  the  experiment  is  a  grand  success,  for  I  assure  you  that 
we  "  hayseeds''  (as  we  are  sometimes  dubbed)  are  more  than  pleased  with  the  system. 
It  looks  as  if  "Uncle  Sam''  had  at  last  turned  his  eye  in  our  direction,  and  had 
determined  to  help  the  farmer. 
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In  my  opinion  firee  deUvery  will  stop  the  farmer  from  going  to  town  after  his  mat! 
when  he  shoold  be  at  home  at  work.  It  will  help  him  to  economize  in  living,  to 
increase  hie  businesB,  and  to  advance  in  prosperity.  I  wonld  be  glad  to  pay  an 
additional  amount  of  postage  for  the  additional  transportation  charges,  if  necessary 

to  do  BO. 

I  have  been  told  that  yon  woald  like  to  hear  from  the  people  benefited  by  your 
free  delivery.  If  you  should  find  anybody  that  is  dissatiBtied,  I  wish  yon  wonld 
send  them  to  me.  I  should  like  to  see  what  they  look  like.  Wishing  the  experiment 
all  the  success  it  deserves,  etc. 

We  have  often  hitherto  been  without  mail  for  a  week,  and  now  that  we  get  our 
mail  every  day  we  feel  that  we  are  in  the  world. 

These  letters  afford  a  fair  example  of  the  sentiment^  not  only  in  this 
district  but  in  other  districts  experimented  upon. 

Urgent  representations  have  been  made  to  the  Department  in  favor 
of  extending  the  system  to  the  large  agricultural  districtt  lying  between 
Denver  and  Fort  Collins,  Colo.,  but  the  smallness  of  the  appropriation 
made  for  experimental  service  does  not  permit  of  this  request  being 
granted  at  the  present  time. 

GEOBGIA. 

After  careful  deliberation,  Quitman,  Brooks  County,  was  designated 
as  the  experimental  station  for  rural  free  delivery  in  the  ^<  Empire  State 
of  the  South."  Apparently  no  better  choice  could  have  been  made. 
The  officers  who  inaugurated  the  service,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1896, 
speak  of  the  climate  as  being  at  that  season  of  the  year  ^'  as  balmy  as 
that  of  Florida;  the  roads  good  all  the  year  round,  particularly  level, 
and  comparatively  dry,  even  after  the  heaviest  rains."  In  this  section, 
so  pleasantly  circumstanced,  a  thrifty,  industrious,  and  prosperous 
farming  community  is  located.  The  extent  of  territory  covered  by  the 
delivery  is  about  10  square  miles.  It  is  9f  miles  long  by  3  miles  wide, 
traversed  by  a  main  road  runniug  due  east  from  Quitman,  the  dis- 
tributing point,  and  intersected  by  cross  roads,  at  each  of  which  the 
farmers  have  erected  boxes  for  the  reception  and  delivery  of  mail. 
The  local  post-office  officials  being  enthusiastically  in  favor  of  free 
rural  delivery — a  condition  not  always  prevailing — its  exemplification 
in  Brooks  County,  Ga.,  could  hardly  be  otherwise  than  successful.  It 
has  proved  so,  as  far  as  public  appreciation  is  concerned.  The  cost  of 
the  experiment,  when  divided  among  the  pieces  of  mail  collected  and 
delivered,  has  been  somewhat  above  the  average,  but  the  percentage 
is  decreasing  with  the  enlarging  capacities  of  the  service. 

ILLINOIS. 

Rural  free  delivery  was  established  in  President  Lincoln's  county, 
Sangamon,  lU.,  December  10,  1896.  The  territory  covered  comprises 
about  47  square  miles,  with  Auburn  post-office  as  its  center.  Three 
carriers,  traveling  on  horseback  nearly  35  miles  each  a  day,  make  the 
deliveries  and  collections.  The  winter  storms  still  make  the  roads 
alm6st  as  difficult  of  transit  as  when  Abraham  Lincoln  ^<  rode  the  cir- 
cuit," and  the  free  delivery  has  not  been  accomplished  without  difficulty 
and  occasional  delay.  Nevertheless,  the  farmers  are  well  pleased  with 
the  experiment,  and  have  cooperated  with  the  post-office  authorities  by 
erecting  boxes  at  the  roadside  for  the  delivery  of  their  mail.  Many  of 
them  have  had  their  addresses  changed  from  neighboring  post-offices 
fio  as  to  get  their  mail  more  promptly  along  the  line  of  the  free-delivery 
carriers'  routes. 
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would  be  glad  to  avail  himself  of  the  advantage  of  a  niral  f^ee  delivery. 
In  a  preliminary  canvass  1,421  names  ont  of  1,600  were  promptly 
enrolled.    The  rest  were  added  later,  with  scarcely  an  exception. 

OOLORABO. 

Eoral  free  delivery  was  established  in  Larimer  County,  Colo.,  Novem- 
ber 10, 1896,  the  post-office  at  Loveland  being  made  the  distributing 
point.  The  total  area  covered  by  the  service  is  about  36  square  miles, 
most  of  it  lying  along  the  Big  Thompson  Eiver,  in  an  agricultural 
country  so  productive  that  the  farmers  boast  of  raising  potatoes  weigh- 
ing 60  pounds  to  the  tuber.  The  whole  district  is  covered  with  well- 
improved  ranches.  It  presents  the  advantage  of  having  good  roads,  even 
in  bad  weather,  and  the  weather  is  seldom  bad.  This  renders  possible 
the  use  of  vehicles  for  the  mail  delivery.  The  two  carriers  who  serve 
the  district  cov^r  each  about  26  miles  a  day.  They  ride  in  buckboard 
wagons  with  a  seat  for  one  passenger,  and  do  a  small  parcel-delivery 
business  besides,  greatly  to  the  convenience  of  the  neighborhood. 

Some  opinions  of  the  service  expressed  by  those  who  receive  its  ben- 
efits follow: 

This  removes  one  of  the  disadvantages  of  country  life,  aa  we  oan  now  have  a 
daily  paper.  I  believe  if  the  system  were  continued  it  would  induce  more  people  to 
live  in  the  country.  It  would  also  increase  the  circulation  of  newspapers  and  tend 
to  educate  people  up  to  the  times.  Education  is  the  foundation  of  our  Government, 
and  the  free  distribution  of  mail  is  a  Ions  step  in  the  right  direction.  The  expense 
can  cut  but  little  tigure.  It  simply  will  put  the  money  in  circulation  among  oar 
own  people.  I  am  a  farmer,  living  10  miles  from  Loveland,  and  naturally  very  much 
in  favor  of  free  delivery. 

I  hardly  know  how  to  express  myself  about  the  free  delivery  Without  saying  too 
much.  It  will,  if  continued,  save  me  several  hundred  miles'  travel  in  the  course  of 
a  year,  besides  collecting  my  mail  daily. 

This  from  a  lady: 

You  wish  to  know  how  I  like  the  free  delivery.  I  think  it  a  very  nice  thing.  We 
can  now  be  a  little  more  like  city  folks,  and  have  our  mail  fresh  instead  of  stale. 
So  all  I  oan  say  is,  keep  the  good  work  going. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  know  you  will  get  your  mail  every  day,  when  there  is 
any,  without  driving  to  town  after  it.    Sometimes  the  weather  is  too  bad  to  go. 

Some  times  you  are  not  well  enough,  and  sometimes  too  busy. 

• 

I  am  greatly  pleased  with  the  present  system.  I  now  get  my  mail  fresh  every  day. 
Heretofore  I  would  either  have  to  send  or  make  a  special  trip  to  town  (a  distance  of 
4  miles)  to  get  it,  and  the  reading  matter  would  often  get  so  old  it  would  not  be 
interesting.  Now  I  can  answer  my  correspondents  promptly,  can  take  a  daily  paper 
if  I  choose,  and  get  the  paper  fresh  and  newsy  every  day  instead  of  four  or  five  in  a 
bunch,  as  would  often  occur  under  the  old  system.  Rather  than  have  free  delivery 
discontinued  I  would  suggest  hiring  a  private  carrier,  and  would  be  willing  to  pay 
my  part  of  the  expense. 

To  me  it  is  a  great  benefit.  It  is  a  boon  I  did  not  expect  to  enjoy  for  many  years 
to  come.  Those  who  established  it  will  be  remembered  for  all  time  as  the  farmer's 
benefactors. 

A  daily  rural  postal  delivery  means  a  wider  ran^e  of  reading  for  the  people  who 
live  in  the  country,  and  that  (if  it  be  the  proper  kind  of  reading)  means  education. 
A  daily  delivery  brings  the  people  of  the  country  into  closer  touch  with  the  people 
of  the  cities  and  towns.  It  gives  the  farmer  daily  information  concerning  the  mar- 
kets upon  which  he  relies  to  sell  the  products  of  his  farm.  Many  advantages  not 
now  apparent  would  acci-ue  to  the  people  of  the  country  if  a  permanent  system  were 
established. 

If  those  who  live  in  the  cities  can  appreciate  tree  delivery,  how  much  more  oan 
those  do  so  who  live  in  the  country,  8  or  10  miles  from  a  post-office  f  During  the 
busy  season  it  will  certainly  save  a  good  many  days'  work  to  the  farmer.  I  hope 
it  may  continue. 
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polDt.  In  order  to  obtain  the  advantages  of  free  delivery,  a  number  of 
famnies  hitherto  receiving  their  mails  at  the  post-otTices  of  Edwards- 
ville,  Piper,  and  Horauif  have  changed  their  address  to  Bonner  Springs. 
It  has  been  foaud  practicable  to  discontinue  one  small  post-ofhce  and 
star  route  because  of  the  establishment  of  the  new  service.  Here,  as 
elsewhere,  the  farmers  express  themselves  so  well  pleased  with  the 
change  that,  rather  than  have  it  discontinued,  they  would  be  willing  to 
pay  the  carriers  themselves.  One  solitary  dissentient,  an  aged  farmer 
living  in  the  neighborhood  of  Emmet,  is  quoted  as  having  exi)ressed 
himself  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  service: 

I  don't  see  no  partic'lar  advantaee  in  it.  I  can  go  to  town  often  euongli  to  get  all 
the  papers  I've  got  time  to  read.  There  ain't  no  call  for  the  Guv'inent  to  go  to  any 
Bnch  trouble  for  as  farmers.  It's  gittin'  too  darned  plutocratic  anyway.  Fnst  thing 
you  know  the  Gnv'ment  will  be  wan  tin'  us  to  wear  cyarpet  slippers  an'  smoke  see- 
gyars,  an'  then  what  in  thunder's  goin'  to  become  of  the  farm  workf  We'll  all  be 
gettin'  like  them  lazy  town  folks  an'  won't  stir  out  of  the  bouse  to  do  a  chore  till  we 
get  onr  mornin'  paper  to  read.  An'  do  you  think  I'm  goin'  to  drop  my  letters  in  a 
box  oat  here  for  any  one  to  come  along  an'  getf  How'm  I  goin'  to  know  they'll  ever 
git  to  the  post-office,  or  that  some'n  won't  come  along  an' take  the  stamps  ott'n  'emf 
>'o,  siree,  Harry,  tbe  old  way's  good  enough  for  mo,  as  long  as  I'm  a  plain  farmer. 

His  sentiments,  however,  are  not  shared  by  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. 

KENTUCKY. 

Todd  County,  Ey.,  having  been  chosen  for  the  experimental  rural 
free-delivery  station  in  that  State,  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
arranging  a  suitable  district,  for  the  reason  that  the  county  is  not 
divided  into  townships,  has  no  county  map,  and  no  turnpikes.  An 
area  of  6  miles  square,  adjacent  to  the  post-office  of  Allensville,  was 
laid  out,  and  free  delivery  by  means  of  three  carriers,  riding  each  15 
miles  a  day,  was  started  January  11, 1897. 

LOUISIANA. 

Experimental  rural  free  delivery  was  inaugurated  November  1, 1896, 
in  the  sugar  belt  of  Louisiana,  at  Thibodeaux,  in  the  parish  (or  county) 
of  Lafourche.  The  outlay  involved  in  the  experiment  was  $600  per 
annum,  for  the  pay  of  two  carriers,  which  expenditure,  the  officers  who 
installed  the  service  pointed  out,  could  be  immediately  ofi'set  by  the 
discontinuance  of  two  fourth-class  post-offices  and  a  star  route  lying  in 
the  direct  line  of  the  free  delivery,  and  which  received  from  the  Gov- 
ernment a  total  compensation  of  exactly  the  same  amount  as  the  free 
delivery  would  cost  if  made  permanent.  The  conditions  in  this  Lou- 
isiana district  are  favorable  to  the  continuance  of  the  service.  The 
delivery  districts  extend  over  the  northwestern  part  of  the  parish, 
between  the  town  of  Thibodeaux  and  the  dividing  line  of  Assumption 
Parish,  along  each  bank  of  Bayou  Lafourche,  which  is  a  navigable 
stream.  Sugar  plantations,  refineries,  sugar  houses,  the  residences  of 
planters  and  their  employees,  and  plantation  stores  line  each  bank  of 
the  bayou,  which  thus  practically  forms  a  street  7  miles  long.  And 
inasmuch  as  the  prevailing  custom  of  the  i)lauters  and  others  living 
far  back  in  the  interior  is  to  have  their  mail  addressed  to  the  care  of 
some  friend  living  on  the  bayou  front,  it  can  be  readily  seen  that  the 
Lafourche  country  presents  facilities  for  a  successful  and  self-support- 
ing administration  of  the  rural  free-delivery  s""*^'*'^. 
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INDIANA. 

Some  preiiminary  difficulties  were  encountered  in  the  establishment 
of  rural  free  delivery  in  Indiana,  which  are  explained  by  a  statement 
that  those  into  whose  hands  the  service  at  first  fell  ^^did  not  appreciate 
the  importance  of  thorough  work  in  order  that  the  merits  of  rui'al  free 
delivery  might  be  fully  determined." 

After  suitable  changes  had  been  made,  so  as  to  insure  loyal  and 
effective  cooperation  on  the  part  of  all  concerned,  the  service  became 
appreciated  at  its  proper  value.  Two  deliveries  were  established  in 
Bartholomew  County,  starting  i'rom  Hope  and  Hartsville,  respectively. 
The  two  carriers  appointed,  each  using  a  horse  and  buggy  for  his  pur- 
poses, are  engaged  about  six  hours  daily  in  covering  each  route.  Tbis 
in  moderately  fair  weather.  In  wet  weather,  and  on  days  when  the 
amount  of  delivery  is  increased  by  the  issues  of  the  weekly  newspapers, 
longer  time  is  consumed.  The  rural  mail  carriers'  routes  in  these  dis- 
tricts unavoidably  conflict  with  the  deliveries  of  two  or  more  fourth- 
class  post-offices,  and  some  embarrassment  has  been  experienced  on 
this  account.  This  in  part  explains  the  fact  that  the  pro  rata  cost  of 
the  service  in  Indiana  is  so  high.  With  a  concentration  of  the  service 
sucli  as  would  result  frcm  the  discontinuance  of  offices  which  would 
become  unnecessary  were  the  rural  free  delivery  made  permanent,  more 
satisfactory  pecuniary  results  would  be  obtainable. 

IOWA. 

A  preliminary  free-delivery  route  was  started  in  Iowa  November  16, 
1896,  from  Morning  Sun,  in  Louisa  County,  northwest  Iowa.  Morning 
Sun  is  a  village  of  about  1,000  inhabitants,  surrounded  by  an  average 
thrifty  farming  community.  The  territory  served  extends  6  miles  north, 
3}  miles  east  and  south,  and  4  miles  west,  over  roads  which  are  exceed- 
ingly heavy  in  wet  weather.  Four  carriers  are  employed,  each  traveling 
an  average  of  23  miles  a  day,  occupying  from  five  to  six  hours.  The 
entire  territory  covered  is  about  20  square  miles.  A  number  of  the 
farmhouses  in  this  part  of  the  State  are  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  mile 
from  the  public  highway.  In  order  to  make  the  experiment  a  success, 
it  was  therefore  necessary  to  enlist  the  active  aid  of  the  farmers  in 
erecting  boxes  by  the  roadside.  This  they  have  done,  and  express 
themselves  much  gratified  with  the  service. 

An  additional  rural  route  was  established  at  Few  Providence,  Hardin 
County,  in  the  central  portion  of  the  State,  September,  1897. 

KANSAS. 

The  rural  free-delivery  experiment  in  Kansas  has  been  confined  to 
Wyandotte  County,  a  somewhat  rough  and  broken  section  of  country 
lying  along  the  banks  of  the  Missouri  Eiver  and  bounded  on  the  south 
by  the  Kansas  River.  The  eastern  part  of  the  township  is  described, 
with  some  hyperbole,  as  being  '^so  hilly  that  an  ordinary  40-acre 
farm  presents  a  cultivable  area  of  160  acres,  because  all  sides  of  it  are 
in  the  air."  To  the  north,  rolling  prairies  render  travel  less  difficult. 
Service  was  commenced  in  this  district  October  6,  1896.  The  territory 
embraced  in  the  experiment  contains  about  36  square  miles,  and  is 
covered  by  three  carriers,  each  of  whom  rides  about  27  miles  daily. 

Bonner  Springs  post-office,  Delaware  Township,  is  the  distributing 
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trions,  intelligent  population,  almost  exclnsively  farmers  and  fruit 
growers,  who  send  and  receive  large  quantities  of  mail.  Oreen&eld  is 
the  county  seat,  and  it  has  hitherto  supplied  the  residents  with  their 
mail  for  a  radius  of  7  miles,  most  of  them  having  boxes  at  the  post- 
of&ce  and  sending  or  calling  for  their  letters.  In  the  summer  there 
is  quite  an  appreciable  increase  in  the  population  from  transient  board- 
ers. A  free-delivery  route  has  been  established,  commencing  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  limits  of  the  local  delivery  and  taking  in  nearly 
all  the  rural  residents  north  of  Greenfield  to  within  a  short  dista^nce  of 
another  rural  delivery  which  is  supplied  from  the  Bernardston  post- 
office,  an  area  of  16  square  miles,  involving  about  20  miles  of  travel. 
The  second  route  starts  from  Bernardston  and  runs  directly  north  to 
the  Vermont  line,  supplying  the  residences  over  17  miles  of  road.  The 
residents  of  this  section,  about  400  in  number,  have  hitherto  been 
dependent  upon  friends  and  neighbors  visiting  Bernardston  to  bring 
them  their  mail.  Others  in  this  immediate  neighborhood  have  for 
some  time  operated  a  delivery  service  of  their  own.  Taking  advan- 
tage of  the  fact  that  a  mail  messenger  passes  daily  from  Bardswell 
Ferry  to  Shelburne  and  East  Shelburne,  48  families  living  on  the  line 
of  his  route  have  put  up  mail  boxes  on  their  houses  and  pay  the  mes- 
senger $2  a  year  for  each  family  to  collect  and  deliver  their  letters, 
etc.,  thus  indicating  how  much  of  a  necessity  rural  delivery  is  felt  to 
be  by  this  intelligent  community. 

A  third  experimental  rural  delivery  has  been  established  in  the  town 
of  Deerfield.  It  starts  from  the  South  Deerfield  post-office  and  delivers 
to  the  scattered  residences  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountain  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  the  East  Deerfield  post-office,  and,  returning,  deliv- 
ers on  the  west  side  of  the  mountain,  thus  taking  in  nearly  all  the  rural 
homes.  The  fourth  delivery  starts  from  the  Orange  post-office  and 
covers  nearly  all  the  farmers  on  the  route,  18  miles  in  extent. 

HIOHiaAN. 

Knral  free  delivery  was  started  at  Olimax,  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich., 
December,  1896.  Two  routes  were  laid  out,  one  extending  south  and 
east  from  Climax,  the  other  north  and  west;  each  traversing  a  well- 
settled  farming  country.  The  south  route  measures  about  22  miles  and 
runs  through  a  level  country,  where  the  roads  are  generally  good,  except 
in  the  spring.  The  north  route  measures  about  18  miles,  has  several 
heavy  hills,  and  the  cross  roads  fill  with  snow  in  the  winter. 

The  reports  indicate  a  deep  interest  in  the  service  on  the  part  of  the 
farmers,  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  pieces  of  mail  handled,  and 
good  service  rendered. 

MINNESOTA. 

Pour  carriers,  driving  24  miles  a  day  each,  serve  a  territory  of  nearly 
48  square  miles  in  Dakota  County,  Minn.,  starting  their  experimental 
free  delivery  from  the  post-office  at  Farmington.  This  is  a  village  of 
al>out  700  people,  surrounded  by  a  rich  farming  country.  The  roads  are 
quite  regular  and  good,  even  in  bad  weather,  except  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  county.  The  number  of  pieces  of  mail  collected  and  deli  vered 
has  been  quite  large,  and  the  service  is  stated  to  have  given  extreme 
satisfaction. 

MISSOUBI. 

In  October,  1896,  three  free-delivery  mail-carrier  routes  were  estab- 
lished from  Cairo  post-office,  Randolph  County,  Mo.  Cairo  is  a  village 
of  200  inhabitants,  and  the  township  over  which  the  experiment  has 
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been  tried,  and  of  which  Cairo  is  the  only  post  office,  covers  an  area  of 
30  sqnare  miles  and  has  a  population  of  about  120  families.  Tlie  car- 
riers ride  over  about  28  miles  of  ground  daily.  Before  the  service  was 
established  quite  a  number  of  the  residents  of  Cairo  Township  received 
their  mail  at  Moberly  post-office,  but  on  the  prospect  of  obtaining  free 
delivery  they  all  changed  their  addresses  to  Cairo.  Some  difficulties 
and  discouragements,  incidental  to  the  initiation  of  a  new  service,  were 
encountered  at  first,  but  were  overcome  as  the  experiment  progressed. 
The  service  is  now  highly  appreciated  and  successful. 

NEBRASKA. 

Kemaha  Township,  Johnson  County,  Ifebr.,  in  which  rural  free 
delivery  was  inaugura'^ed  on  the  7th  of  November,  1896,  is  one  of  the 
most  populous  rural  d  stricts  of  that  great  agricultural  State.  Each 
of  the  four  carriers,  "who,  starting  from  Tecumseh  post-office,  make 
their  daily  trips  of  20  miles  or  more,  supplies  about  CO  families.  The 
territory  embraced  in  the  delivery  contains  32  square  miles.  Only 
favorable  reports  are  received  of  the  service  and  of  the  cooperation  of 
the  farmers  in  making  it  a  success. 

NEW  YORK. 

In  regard  to  the  service  established  in  Elba,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
the  officer  who  designated  the  routes  and  put  the  service  in  operation 
reports: 

In  making  the  test  of  the  free-delivery  seryice,  I  Lave  selected  a  town  in  which  the 
conditions  are  snch  as  are  ordinarily  to  be  foand  in  the  average  farming  comnuiDity 
of  New  York  State.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  determine  whether  there  was  a  demand 
for  free  delivery  by  rural  inhabitants^  whether  rnral  free  delivery  was  feasible,  and 
what  wonld  be  the  probable  expense  in  the  State  if  it  were  established. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Elba  are  engaged  almost  exclnsively  in  the  pnr- 
salts  of  agriculture.  The  majority  of  the  people  own  the  farms  npon  which  they 
live,  are  well  to  do,  and  intelligent.  The  service  was  established  on  October  15, 
1896,  and  is  now  working  satisfactorily.  It  is  highly  appreciated  by  all,  and  more 
especially  by  those  residing  at  a  distance  from  the  post-office,  who  have  heretofore 
received  their  mail  at  irregular  intervals. 

Owing  to  the  free  delivery  a  large  number  have  subscribed  for  daily  papers. 
Others,  who  reside  in  adjacent  towns,  but  whose  homes  are  situated  on  the  iiighways 
which  form  the  boundaries  of  the  town  of  Elba,  are  now  having  their  mail  directed 
to  the  offices  within  the  limits  of  the  free  delivery  in  order  that  they  may  share  its 
benefits. 

The  physical  conditions  of  the  territory  selected  for  the  test  in  this  8tat«  are  very 
favorable,  the  surface  being  comparatively  level .  Ihe  town  of  Elba  is  6  miles  square, 
and  contains  about  80  miles  of  highways,  the  greater  portion  turnpiked.  With  the 
exception  of  a  few  weeks  in  winter  and  early  spring,  when  many  of  the  crossroads 
are  usually  impassable,  the  residents  can  be  reached  and  their  mail  delivered.  The 
town  is  covered  by  three  carriers,  who  make  one  delivery  and  one  collection  daily. 
To  do  this  each  carrier  is  required  to  travel  about  25  miles. 

It  is  my  opinion  that,  with  the  possible  exception  of  portions  of  a  few  counties 
where  the  topographical  conditions,  coupled  with  the  sparsity  of  population,  are 
snch  as  not  to  warrant  the  expense  necessarily  incidental  to  its  establisnment,  rural 
free  delivery  is  entirely  feasible  in  this  State. 

The  total  cost  of  free  delivery  in  the  town  of  Elba  is  $900  per  annum,  three  carriers 
being  employed  at  an  annual  compensation  of  $300  each.  Out  of  a  total  of  942 
towns  in  the  State,  rnral  free  delivery  could  be  successfully  established  in  at  least 
850.  The  remaining  92  towns  are  located  principally  in  the  Adirondacks  and  the 
Catskill  Mountains,  where,  owing  to  limited  facilities  for  transportation  and  the 
sparsity  of  settlement  outside  the  villages,  free  delivery  would  be  impracticable. 

Genesee  County  embraces  13  towns  and  contains  39  post-offices.  Eighteen  of 
these  offices  might  be  discontinued  without  the  slightest  detriment  to  the  service  if 
free  rural  delivery  were  established.    The  total  cancellations  of  these  offices  (which 
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form  tbe  basis  of  compensation)  in  1896  amounted  to  $2,210.  Were  these  offices 
discontinned,  a  portion  of  these  cancellations  would  go  to  Presidential  offices  and  be 
a  clear  fi^ain  to  the  Department.  The  balance  wonld  go  to  offices  of  the  fourth  class, 
where  the  salaries  of  postmasters  are  determined  by  the  amounts  canceled.  I  am 
satisfied,  from  a  close  study  of  this  matter,  that  75  per  cent,  or  $1,657,  of  these 
cancellations  wonld  be  saved  to  the  Government. 

With  the  doing  away  of  these  eighteen  offices  seven  star  rentes  in  this  connty 
might  also  be  dispensed  with,  at  an  annual  saving  of  $963,  making  a  total  net  saving 
of  $2S'20. 

If  the  same  plan  were  applied  to  the  850  rural  districts  in  tlTe  State  where  rural 
free-delivery  service  is  deemed  practicable,  the  net  results  wonld  be : 

GroAs  estimated  cost  of  free  rural  delivery  for  850  towns $765, 000. 00 

Less  saving  in  cancellations $108,375.00 

Less  saving  in  star  routes ...' 62,993.50 

Total  saved. 171,868.50 

Leavingthe  estimated  cost  of  rural  free  delivery  forthe  entire  State.    593, 631. 50 

In  an  additional  report  of  the  results  of  rnral  free  delivery  in  Genesee 
Connty  it  is  stated  that  one  carrier  delivers  nearly  150  daily  newspapers 
where  previously  scarcely  any  daily  newspapers  were  received. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  test  of  free  rural  delivery  in  North  Carolina  was  commenced 
October,  1896,  in  the  face  of  many  obstacles.  All  the  physical  condi- 
rions  were  favorable,  but  the  experiment  was  at  first  handicapped  by 
what  appeared  to  be  a  deliberate  effort  on  the  part  of  local  officials  to 
make  it  a  failure.  A  change  in  the  office  of  postmaster  became  neces- 
sary before  any  satisfactory  results  could  be  achieved. 

China  Grove,  in  the  center  of  China  Grove  Township,  Rowan  County, 
was  selected  as  the  most  suitable  testing  ground.  The  main  line  of 
the  Southern  liailway  passes  the  town,  delivering  mails  at  an  hour 
which  renders  possible  the  dispatching  of  carriers  in  the  forenoon. 
Two  carriers  have  been  appointed,  each  traveling  over  24  miles  of 
rough  clay  roads  daily,  visiting  nearly  40  boxes  each,  and  delivering 
and  collecting  mail  from  some  portion  of  between  five  and  six  hundred 
people.  The  district  is  not  thickly  settled  and  the  community  is  not 
excessively  addicted  to  letter  writing.  Nevertheless,  after  the  service 
had  been  reorganized  in  November,  1896,  the  number  of  pieces  of  mail 
matter  handled  perceptibly  increased,  and  the  iriendly  interest  of  the 
people  in  the  service  became  manifest. 

OHIO. 

Milford  Township,  in  the  northern  part  of  Butler  County,  4J  miles 
from  Hamilton,  the  county  seat,  was  chosen  as  the  field  for  experimental 
rural  delivery  in  Ohio.  It  has  a  population  of  1,800,  of  whom  1,150  fall 
within  the  free-delivery  jurisdiction.  There  are  three  post  offices  in  the 
township— CollinRville,  with  a  population  of  150;  Somerville,  with  a 
population  of  400,  and  Darrtown,  with  a  population  of  100.  Collins- 
ville  and  Somerville  are  on  the  Eichmond  branch  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Bailroadj  Darrtown  is  on  a  star  route.  From  these  three  points  a  car- 
rier service  has  been  established,  the  district  assigned  to  each  carrier 
comprising  about  12  square  miles,  the  dividing  lines  running  from  east 
to  west.  All  reports  received  indicate  that  the  service  is  properly  per- 
formed and  that  its  benefits  are  highly  valued. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  connties  of  Lancaster  and  Westmoreland  were  selected  for  rural 
free  delivery  in  Pennsylvania.  Widely  dififerent  conditions  prevail  in 
the  two  counties.  The  routes  in  Lancaster  County  run  through  a  rich 
farming  country,  with  an  intelligent  population,  largely  of  German 
descent,  and  with  good  roads.  In  Westmoreland  County  the  conditions 
are  hard ;  the  rursd  x>opu^^tioA  is  scattered,  the  country  is  very  rough, 
and  the  roads  are  bad. 

The  two  routes  started  in  Lancaster  County  begin  at  Lancaster  City 
and  include  the  territory  embraced  within  the  service  of  six  minor  post 
towns.  Lancaster  County  is  rich  in  post-offices,  there  being  nearly  150 
fourth-class  offices  within  its  limits,  a  large  proportion  of  which,  togeth^ 
with  several  star  routes,  might  be  dispensed  with  if  free  delivery  in  a 
permanent  form  were  extended  over  the  whole  county.  The  area  covered 
by  the  present  routes  is  about  30  square  miles,  with  from  16  to  20  miles 
of  daily  travel  for  each  carrier.  One  route  extends  from  Lancaster  to 
Kready,  Mountville,  Windom,  and  back  to  Lancaster;  the  other  to 
Bausman,  Millersville,  Letort,  and  back  to  Lancaster.  The  service 
was  popular  from  the  start  and  soon  resulted  in  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  of  letters  and  newspapers  carried. 

Two  starting  x)oiDts  were  established  in  Westmoreland  County,  one 
at  Euffsdale,  the  other  at  New  Stanton.  The  Euftsdale  carrier  includes 
within  his  delivery  the  offices  at  Mendon,  Walts  Mill,  and  Hunkers. 
The  New  Stanton  carrier's  route  takes  in  the  offices  of  Cribbs,  Tar- 
get, Darragh,  and  Madison.  Within  a  very  short  time  after  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  service  the  number  of  pieces  of  mail  carried  doubled. 

TENNESSEE. 

The  test  of  rural  free  delivery  is  located  at  Atoka,  Tipton  County,  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  Tennessee,  in  what  is  known  as  the  cotton 
belt.  The  service  is  in  good  condition,  and  the  patrons  are  well 
pleased  with  it.  The  population  is  largely  composed  of  negroes,  and 
the  amount  of  mail  handled  is  not  large,  but  has  increased  to  some 
extent  since  the  service  was  established.  The  carriers'  routes  have 
been  recently  extended  4  miles,  thus  adding  several  families  to  the  list 
of  patrons.  The  same  sentiment  prevails  in  this  territory  as  elsewhere 
among  the  patrons,  namely,  that  they  would  willingly  submit  to  an 
increase  of  postage  rates  if  that  would  assure  them  a  continuance  of 
the  service. 

VERMONT. 

Free  rural  delivery  was  established  in  Vermont  December,  1896,  under 
rather  novel  conditions,  in  the  township  of  Grand  Isle,  embracing  a 
good  share  of  one  of  the  large  islands  of  Lake  Champlain.  It  has  a 
population  of  about  800,  covers  an  area  of  about  25  square  miles,  and 
is  noted  for  the  abundance  of  its  agricultural  products.  Two  carrier 
routes  take  in  the  entire  township  and  render  possible  the  discontinu- 
ance of  the  post-offices  at  Adams  and  Pearl  and  the  star-route  service 
between  Adams  and  Grand  Isle,  thus  materially  lessening  the  cost  of 
the  delivery.  The  service  appears  to  give  great  satisfaction  to  the 
community  served,  but  has  elicited  some  prot-ests  against  the  abolition 
of  the  unnecessary  post-offices  and  star  routo. 
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VIRaiNIA. 

The  two  Toates  starting  from  Palmyra,  Fluvanna  County,  Va.,  do  not 
transact  as  much  business  as  other  free  rural  deliveries.  The  country 
18  thinly  settled;  many  of  the  residents  are  colored  people,  not  much 
given  to  either  reading  or  writing,  and  the  roads  are  scarce  and  bad. 
In  covering  their  routes  the  carriers  have  to  take  their  horses  through 
fields  and  over  farms.  But  the  people,  those  at  least  who  take  advan- 
tage of  the  service,  are  grateful  for  it  and  desire  its  continuance. 

WASHINGTON. 

North  Yakima,  Wash.,  where  one  of  the  latest  experimental  services 
was  established  April,  1897,  is  a  town  of  comparatively  recent  growth, 
which  owes  its  origin  to  the  development  of  the  irrigation  system  in 
that  State.  The  vicinity  consists  of  clusters  of  settlements,  the  land 
being  divided  into  small  holdings  of  from  10  to  40  acres,  and  being 
devoted  to  the  culture  of  fruit  and  hops.  There  are  two  routes  in 
operation,  each  about  25  miles  long,  covering  an  area  of  about  10  square 
miles  and  serving  about  800  people. 

A  report  received  as  to  the  service  in  this  district  gives  a  somewhat 
picturesque  idea  of  the  rural  service  generally.    It  says,  in  substance: 

Nearly  everybody  witliiu  the  district  has  his  mail  delivered.  Some  receptacle  is 
fastened  in  a  convenient  place  so  that  the  carriers  can  drop  their  mail  without  get- 
ting ont  of  their  carts.  Wlienever  a  farmer  has  mail  in  his  box  which  he  wishes 
collected  he  displays  a  small  white  flag.  This  enables  the  carrier  to  drive  on  with- 
ont  stopping  when  there  is  no  mail  to  leave  or  take,  and  as  each  carrier  has  with  him 
a  field  glass  he  is  thus  often  enabled  to  save  himself  a  trip  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  up 
a  lane  and  back.  The  "boxes"  are  of  sundry  shapes,  sizes,  and  colors.  One  man 
has  a  lard  pail  hung  ont  on  a  fence  post;  three  or  four  have  nailed  up  empty  coal  oil 
cans,  and  a  few  have  utilized  simp  cans.  These  make  very  secure  receptacles  when 
placed  on  the  side  with  the  npper  half  of  one  end  cut  out.  Old  apple  boxes,  soap 
iMxes,  cigar  boxes,  and  in  one  instance  a  wagon  box,  adorn  the  entrance  to  farms  all 
over  the  valley.  One  man  has  put  up  a  small  English  tin  traveling  trunk.  Some  of 
the  specially  constructed  boxes  have  ^lass  fronts  and  a  locked  compartment  for  let- 
ters, and  many  of  them  are  neatly  painted,  and  have  the  names  of  the  persons  for 
whom  they  are  intended  displayed  upon  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  community  of  North  Yakima  has 
sufPerecl  severely  from  hard  times  during  the  last  two  years,  and  that  it 
has  not  hitherto  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  or  receiving  much  mail 
matter,  the  service  there  is  recognized  as  a  growing  necessity. 

WISCONSIN. 

Sun  Prairie,  Dane  County,  Wis.,  has  four  rural  carriers  delivering 
mail  over  56  square  miles  of  territory — an  area  about  equal  to  two  ordi- 
nary townships — ^well  settled  and  devoted  to  farming.  Each  carrier 
rides  from  23  to  30  miles  daily.  The  roads  are  regular,  but  heavy  in 
winter.  After  testing  the  experiment  a  month,  the  farmers  served 
announced  themselves  so  satisfied  with  the  facilities  afforded  that  they 
would  arrange  to  carry  on  a  similar  service  for  themselves,  should  the 
Department  find  it  necessary  to  discontinue  it.  One  post  office  and  one 
star  route  cpuld  be  dispensed  with  should  the  free  delivery  be  made 
permanent. 

WEST  VIBGINIA. 

Three  rural  delivery  districts  have  been  in  operation  in  West  Vir- 
ginia since  October,  1896,  branching  out  from  Gharlestown,  Uvilla,  and 
Halltawn,  and  extending  over  a  section  of  agricultural  country  lying 
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between  tbe  Blae  Kidge  and  Alleghany  mountains.  Three  carriers  go 
out  from  Charleston;  one  each  from  the  other  stations.  All  of  them 
have  to  cross  farms  in  their  routes,  but  meet  with  every  facility  from 
the  community  served.    The  service  is  regarded  with  much  favor. 


DIVISION  OF  POST-OFFICE  SUPPLIES. 

The  duties  assigned  to  this  division  are,  in  the  main,  as  follows:  To 
prepare  specifications  and  advertisements  for  contracts  for  supplies, 
and,  when  contracts  have  been  ordered  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
to  prepare  them  for  execution;  to  order  and  receive  from  contractors 
the  articles,  except  blanks,  required  to  be  furnished  to  post-offices  and 
the  Department,  and  to  inspect  the  same  upon  their  receipt;  also,  to 
purchase  in  open  market  any  articles  required,  when  the  exigency  of 
the  service  so  demands;  to  prepare  and  record  all  requisitions  upon  the 
Public  Printer  for  blanks  and  books  required  in  the  postal  service,  and 
to  inspect  such  blanks  and  books  upon  their  receipt;  to  examine  all 
requisitions  of  postmasters  and  departmental  officers  for  supplies,  and 
make  proper  allowances  thereon,  and  to  issue,  pack,  and  transmit  the 
same;  to  keep  book  accounts  with  the  several  contractors,  postmas- 
ters, and  others,  and  to  keep  record  of  all  expenditures  under  the 
several  appropriations  allotted  to  this  division. 

The  following  tabular  statements  show  in  detail  the  work  done,  the 
amounts  expended  under  the  several  appropriations  by  this  division 
during  the  fiscal  year,  and  the  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898: 

Tadle  I. — Statement  ahowing  th^  number  of  requieitiona  filled  and  filed  for  the  varioiu 

claases  of  articles  famished. 


WnppiDg  paper  and  twine 

Scaler 

Blanks  and  books 

stamps,  canceling  ink,  stamping  pads,  and  steel  type 
Stationery 

Total 


Six  months  ended— 


Dec.  81, 1896.    Jane30,1897 


19,060 

2,101 

110,  111 

10, 512 

1.994 


143,778 


19,770 

3.053 

173, 956 

31,642 
2,053 


230,474 


Total,  fiscal 

year  ended 

June  ao,  1897. 


88,890 

5.154 

284,067 

42,154 
4.047 


874,252 


Table  II. — Statement  ihovoing  ike  number  of  packages,  sackifand  oaeee,  hoik  ardinarff 

and  register^,  sent  out. 


From  stationery  room : 

Packages 

Sacks 

Cases 

From  blank  room : 

Packages  

Sacks 

From  paper  and  twine  room 

Burlaps  of  twine 

Sacks  of  twine 

Sacks  of  paper 

Sacks  of  olanks 

Cases  (scales) 

Packages,  registered . .. 


Six  months  ended — 


Deo.  31, 1896. 


1,144 

690 

2.882 

129,325 
4,598 

2,496 
12,974 
8,044 
1,564 
2,482 
037 


Jnne30, 1897. 


1.465 

716 

2,364 

151,682 
4,<872 

2,624 
13,115 
9,013 
1,400 
8,228 
1,860 


Total,  fiscal 
year  ended 
June  30, 1897. 


2.609 
1.406 
6,246 

281.005 
0,470 

6.120 
26,069 
17,057 
2,964 
5.710 
2,806 
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Tabus  HI.— Statement  showing  quantity  of  principal  articles  fumiBhed. 


Blanks 

lacing  slipe 

Books 

Letter  heads  and  foUow  sbeeta 

MArkins.  rating,  and  canceling  stamps 

Jote  twuie pounds.. 

Cotton  twine do.... 

Hemp  twine do.... 

nax  twine do.... 

I«etter  balances  and  scales 

Wrapping  jiaper reams.. 

Canceling  ink pounds.. 

Inking  pads 

EnTelopea 

Card  biottera sheets.. 

Caidboaid do.... 

Boratch  blocks 

Szanlnation  cards 

Bnbbcr  bands pounds.. 

Bnbber  bands gross.. 

Bnbber  erasers 

Fans groas.. 

Penholders 

Lead  pencils !.. 

Writing  ink bottles.. 

Mucilage do 

Mooilage  and  inkstands 

Sponge  cnpsand  paper  weights 

^aal  araaera  andenrolope  kuivea 

Sbeara  

Solera  and  folders 

Carbon  and  semicarbon  paper  sheets 

Bobber  stmnps 

Bnbber  atamping  pads 

Pnaaeop7  books 

Copying  and  blotting  pads 

Thmnb  tacks 

Pan  neks,  clip  and  letter  files 

Sc^ogwax pounds.. 

Paper  fasteners 

Pins pyramids.. 

Pins pounds.. 

Sponge do 

Besides  the  aboTo  there  have  been  receired  and  disposed 
of  during  the  same  period  the  following: 
Packagea  from  the  Govomment  Printing  Office 


Six  montha  ended— 


Dec.  31, 18M. 


33,788.516 

204.173,520 

143, 395 

1,543,200 

8.072 

664,142 

497 

2,726 

1,864 

2,482 

17, 431 

12,812 

12, 701 

254,750 

114,415 

10,377 

24,386 

472,000 

5.390 

1,984 

8,580 

5,916 

56,825 

107,005 

14,079 

7,550 

6,050 

2.508 

3,614 

1,417 

1,013 

66,903 

3,149 

2,362 

831 

1,966 

13. 104 

i;760 

4,370 

91,100 

2,503 

495 

153 


88,928 


Jnne  30, 1897. 


57,687,059 

389,206,600 

138,416 

1,636.800 

22,467 

670,720 

310 

8,014 

1,656 

8,328 

23.442 

16, 373 

19. 070 

1,088,350 

151.051 

26.527 

34,764 

652,000 

6,515 

2,248 

4,606 

7,789 

68,874 

142,564 

6,546 

8,028 

5,953 

2,487 

4,815 

1,605 

1,002 

105,666 

4,128 

2,915 

1,177 

2,574 

34,036 

1,583 

7,051 

114,500 

2,881 

518 

177 


45,882 


Total,  fiscal 

year  ended 

June  30, 1887. 


91,475.575 

543,380,120 

281,811 

3, 180, 000 

28,539 

1,334,862 

807 

5,740 

8,520 

5,810 

40,878 

29.184 

31,771 

1,843,100 

265,466 

36.904 

59,150 

1,124.000 

11,905 

4, 2:12 

8,186 

13, 705 

125,689 

249,509 

20.625 

11,478 

12,003 

4,945 

7,929 

8,022 

2,015 

172,566 

7,377 

5,277 

2,008 

4,540 

37,140 

3,343 

11, 421 

205,600 

5,384 

1,018 

330 


83,810 


Table  IY. — Statement  Bhowing  the  more  important  items  of  clerical  labor  performed. 


Sntrlea: 

Wrapping  paper  and  twine 

Stamps 

Scales 

Ink  and  pads 

Ledgers 

itemised  accounts 

Public  Printer's  accounts 

Itemized: 

Aecoants  for  first  and  second  class  offices. . . . 

Inspectors '  reports 

OroOTS  on  con  tractors 

Labels  and  tags  written 

Circular  letters  sent 

Letters  written 

Receipts  written 

Memorandom  bills  tiled 

Duplicate  hi  Us  passed 

Advance  exigency  allowancea  to  postmasters 

Books  of  record  and  press  copy  books 


Six  months  ended — 


Dec.  81, 1896. ;  June  30, 1897. 


19,060 
5.040 
2,191 

14. 553 
1.004 
8,973 
8,250 

941 

237 

346 

178, 692 

1,  8r>8 

2,857 

6,  U 10 

558 

279 

381 

54 


19,770 

22,  39 
3,053 

27,213 
2,053 
9,238 

10,205 


358 

442 

241,350 

1.462 

3,108 

5.725 

956 

478 

701 


Total,  fiscal 

year  ended 

June  30, 1897. 


38,830 
28.479 

5,244 
41,766 

4,047 
17,211 
18,455 

941 

595 

788 

420, 042 

3,330 

5,965 

11, 771 

1,514 

757 

1, 082 

54 
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Tabl£  y. — Statement  $hatoing  appropriatione,  expenditureej  and  balance  unexpended  /or 

the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30 j  1897. 


Stationery,  Post-OflBce  Department. 

Stationery  in  post-officeH 

Marking  and  rating  stamps,  etc — 

Letter  balances  and  scales 

Wrapping  paper 

"Wrapping  twine 

Packing  boxes,  sawdust,  paste,  etc 

Printing  facing  blips 

Printing  and  binding 


Approprii 
tions. 


$8,000 
50,000 
30,000 
10,000 
50,000 
80,000 
1.500 
15,000 
195,000 


Expendi- 
tures. 


$7, 003. 71 

49. 996. 32 

29.994.47 

6, 607. 65 

49, 940.  CO 

79,996.86 

753.05 

14, 765.  63 

176,682.80 


Balance  nn- 

expended 

Jiixie30,]S97. 


9896.29 

3.68 

5.53 

3,392.35 

60.  m 
1.:; 

746.96 

234.37 

18,317.14 


STATIONERY,  POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

For  stationery  and  free  penalty  envelopes  $8,000  was  appropriated. 
The  amount  expended  was  $7,003.71,  leaving  a  balance  of  $U96.29. 
The  amount  appropriated  for  the  present  fiscal  year  is  $7,500,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  $7,000  will  be  sufficient  for  the  next  fiscal  year.  I 
therefore  recommend  an  appropriation  of  that  amount. 

LETTER  BALANCES  AMD  SOALES. 

Table  Y  shows  that  out  of  an  appropriation  of  $10,000  there  was 
expended  the  sum  of  $6,007.65,  leaving  a  balance  of  $3,392.35.  I  have 
continued  the  system  inaugurated  of  requiring  postmasters,  when 
making  requisitions  for  new  scales,  to  return  the  old  or  broken  ones  for 
repair  and  reissue.  This  has  resulted  each  year  in  a  saving,  and 
enables  me  to  reduce  the  estimate  for  the  scales  appropriation  for  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1899.  The  number  of  scales  repaired  and  reissued 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  as  follows:  Eight-ounce,  1,134;  4-ponnd, 
15;  the  value  of  which,  as  per  contract  price,  shows  an  actual  saving  of 
$1,495.05.  There  are  a  number  of  old  and  broken  scales  now  on  hand 
in  the  supply  division  which  daring  the  present  fiscal  year  will  be 
repaired.  I  therefore  recommend  that  $7,500  be  appropriated  for  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1899. 

WRAPPING  PAPER. 

• 

The  ai)propriation  for  wrapping  paper  was  $50,000,  of  which  $49,940 
was  expended,  leaving  a  balance  of  $60.  The  quantity  of  paper 
required  for  the  year  was  40,873  reams. 

The  Department  has  for  the  past  two  years  succeeded  in  making  con- 
tracts for  this  paper  at  reduced  prices,  and  should  so  continue  for  the 
next  fiscal  year.  For  that  reason  I  believe  the  present  amount  of  the 
appropriation  can  be  reduced.  1  therefore  recommend  that  $45,000 
be  appropriated  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 

TWINE. 

From  the  $80,000  appropriated  for  twine  there  was  expended  the 
sum  of  $79,998.86  (see  Table  V),  leaving  a  balance  of  $1.14. 

I  have  required  of  postal  employees  a  more  economical  use  of  twine, 
and  have  been  more  prudent  in  its  issuance;  but  owing  to  an  increased 
and  what  seems  to  be  a  justified  demand  for  this  article  it  is  deemed 
advisable  to  ask  for  the  next  fiscal  year  an  increased  amount.    The 
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STATIONERY   IN  POST-OFFICES. 

The  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  stationery  in  post-offices  was 
$50,000,  of  which  was  exx>ended  $49,996.32,  leaving  an  unexpended  bed- 
ance  of  $3.68.  In  addition  to  the  first  and  second  class  offices,  station- 
ery is  supplied  to  the  eleven  division  superintendents  of  the  Bailway 
Mail  Service,  the  twelve  post  office  inspectors  in  charge,  and  the  stamp 
and  postal-card  agencies.  The  number  of  offices  to  be  supplied  increases 
yearly,  and  necessarily  the  demands  upon  the  appropriation  increase 
accordingly.  In  view  of  these  circumstances,  it  is  not  deemed  advisable 
to  decrease  the  amount  of  this  appropriation.  I  estimate  that  the  snm 
of  $55,000,  the  amount  appropriated  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  will  be 
required  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 

STAMPS,  INK,  AND  PADS. 

The  appropriation  for  stamps,  inks,  and  pads  was  $30,000.  There 
was  expended  the  sum  of  $29,994.47,  leaving  a  balance  of  $5.53. 

POSTMARKING. 

Soon  after  assuming  the  duties  of  my  office,  my  attention  was  called 
to  the  unsatisfactory  result  of  postmarking  and  backstamping  in  the 
various  offices  throughout  the  country.  Legible  postmarking  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  public  as  evidence  before  the  courts,  in 
business  transactions  conducted  through  the  mails,  and  in  fixing  the 
responsibility  where  mail  has  been  improperly  handled  by  postal  offi- 
cials. An  investigation  was  ordered,  and  it  developed  such  a  reprehen- 
sible condition  of  afiairs  that  I  feel  warranted  in  reviewing  the  subject 
at  some  length. 

For  years  the  attention  of  postmasters  has  been  frequently  called  to 
the  importance  of  legible  postmarking,  through  publications  in  the 
official  Postal  Guide.  Such  treatment  having  clearly  failed  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  result,  it  became  necessary  to  adopt  a  more  practical 
method.  Cards  calling  for  specific  information  in  relation  to  postmark- 
ing outfits,  together  with  the  impressions  of  postmarking  and  receiving 
stamps,  were  sent  to  the  various  third  and  fourth  class  offices.  These 
were  filled  by  postmasters  and  returned.  A  preliminary  examination 
of  these  reports  showed  such  a  large  number  of  offices  to  have  worn-out 
or  incomplete  stamping  outfits  that  little  could  be  done  to  improve  the 
postmarking  until  the  necessary  articles  were  supplied.  I  therefore 
established  a  temporary  division,  consisting  of  clerks  from  this  Depart- 
ment and  a  special  detail  of  five  railway  postal  clerks,  who  were 
specially  familiar  with  [postmarking  stamps.  This  division  began 
about  April  16  to  review  the  reports  and  send  out  the  supplies  which 
api>e{ired  to  be  required. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  condition  of  the  service  as  devel- 
oped by  the  reports  examined : 

Number. 

Card  reports  received 69,500 

Offices  requiring  new  sets  (boxes)  of  type 607 

Offices  requiring  single  type , 19,273 

Offices  requiring  canceling  ink 3, 150 

Offices  requiring  inking  pads 4, 067 

Offices  requiring  postmarking  and  receiving  stamps 21, 190 

Offices  with  postmark  illegible 14, 996 

Offices  with  postmark  legible,  bat  poor 19,307 

Offices  with  postmark  legible^  but  outfit  incomplete 9,924 

Offices  with  postmark  legible  aud  outfit  complete 24, 730 

Offices  giving  Impreseion  of  rubber  stamps  on  reports 538 
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handle  of  stamp  until  the  face  of  all  the  type  become  adjusted  to  the  lettering  of 
stamp ;  then  tighten  set  screw  gradually. 

HOW  TO  USB  POSTMARKING  STAMP. 

When  postmarking,  place  letter  on  rubber  pad,  blotting  paper  pad,  or  some  elastic 
surface.  A  good*impres6ion  can  not  be  obtained  when  letters  are  i)08t marked  upon 
an  nnelastic  surface,  and  the  stamp  and  typo  soon  become  battered,  worn,  and  unfit 
for  use.  The  stamp  should  be  held  firmly  in  the  hand  aud  struck  upon  the  letter 
with  a  light,  sharp  blow,  care  being  taken  not  to  let  the  stamp  fall  upon  the  impres- 
sion made  at  anotner  post-office,  or  upon  any  portion  of  the  address. 

IMPRESSION  OF  POSTMARKING  STAMP  MUST  BE  KEPT. 

* 

The  figures  of  the  stamp  must  be  carefully  adjusted  at  the  beginning  of  each  day, 
and  then  a  clear  impression  must  be  made  in  a  book  specially  kept  for  the  purpose, 
so  as  to  afford  evidence  of  the  daily  discharge  of  this  important  duty.  Such  a  book 
is  provided  for  first  and  second-class  offices  and  the  larger  third-class  offices.  The 
smaller  third-class  offices  and  all  offices  of  the  fourth-class  must  supply  this  reconl 
book  for  themselves;  but  they  are  authorized  to  use  blank  facing  slips  furnished  by 
the  Department  to  make  records  for  that  purpose. 

If  the  stamp  is  fitted  with  letters  and  figures  indicating  the  hour  at  which  any 
letter  arrives  or  is  dispatched,  care  must  be  taken  to  change  them  punctually  at  the 
appointed  periods.  If  this  duty  be  neglected,  the  postmaster  is  liable  to  be  charged 
with*  a  delay  which,  in  fact,  has  not  occurred  at  his  office.  An  impression  must  be 
made  in  the  book  provided  of  every  change  made  throughout  the  day,  and  each 
impression  should  be  taken  immediately  after  change  is  made  either  in  the  date  or 
hour.  This  book  or  record  must  be  kept  two  years  after  the  last  impression  of  the 
stamp  is  made  in  it,  after  which  period  it  may  be  sold  as  waste  paper. 

CANCELING  INK  AND  INK  PADS. 

The  ink  furnished  to  postmasters  by  this  Department  must  be  used  with  the  regu- 
lation postmarking  and  receiving  stamps.  The  use  of  other  ink  for  this  purpose  \» 
positively  prohibited. 

Should  tne  canceling  ink  furnished  become  thick,  thin  it  out  with  coal  oil,  or  par- 
affin oil,  preferably  the  latter,  using  about  1  ounce  to  the  pound.  Put  pads  when 
not  in  use  in  the  box  made  for  them,  where  dust  and  dirt  can  not  get  on  same ;  pads 
when  not  in  use  should  be  laid  face  down;  wash  off  surface  of  pads  at  least  once  a 
month  with  alcohol,  ether,  benzine,  or  coal  oil,  using  just  enough  of  either  of  these 
liquids  to  clean  the  surface  of  pads  without  saturating  the  felt;  apply  with  cloth  or 
stiff  brush;  do  not  use  more  ink  than  is  necessary  to  make  a  legible  postmark;  the 
ink  will  not  work  well  when  more  of  it  is  put  on  the  pad  than  the  felt  of  the  pad 
will  absorb.  When  fresh  ink  is  applied  it  should  be  well  rubbed  in  with  a  woolen 
cloth  or  pad,  and  if  any  of  the  ink  has  not  been  taken  up  by  the  felt  it  should 
be  thoroughly  scraped  off  before  using  the  pad.  Observe  instruction  on  label  of  can; 
always  keep  cans  well  corked,  and  shake  before  using  contents. 

GENERAL  INSTRUCTIONS. 

This  Department  is  determined  to  secure  a  radical  reform  in  the  method  of  post- 
marking, and  post-office  inspectors  will  be  required  to  give  special  attention  to  the 
matter  when  they  visit  post-offices,  and  to  report  fully  any  failure  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  postmasters  in  this  respect.  All  postmasters  will  be  expected  to  get  their  post- 
marking outfits  in  perfect  order  at  once,  and  if  for  any  reason  they  are  unable  to  get 
perfect  impressions  of  their  stamps  after  observing  the  foregoing  instructions,  they 
should  communicate  with  this  office  (the  division  of  post-office  supplies),  furnish- 
ing impressions  of  their  stamps  with  a  specific  statement  of  their  difficulties  iu  the 
matter. 

Perry  S.  Heath, 
First  AsaUtant  Postmaster' General, 

REPBlMANDINa  NEGLiaENT  OFFICIALS. 

A  copy  of  this  circular  with  a  reprimand  was  sent  to  each  office  where 
the  card  report  failed  to  show  legible  impressions  of  postmarking  or 
receiving  stamps.  This  has  resulted  iu  a  marked  improvement  in  the 
service. 
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already  accomplished  I  feel  warranted  in  recommending  a  redaction  of 
$3,000  in  the  appropriation  for  stamps,  ink,  and  pads  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  Jane  30, 1899,  as  compared  with  the  appropriation  for  the  car- 
rent  year,  which  is  $30,000. 

DBFIOIENOY  FOE  OUREENT  YBAB. 

The  work  of  overhanling  postmarking  oatfits  has  for  the  present 
greatly  increased  the  exx>enditures  for  stamps,  ink,  and  pads.  In  order 
tc>  meet  the  requirements  of  recent  instructions,  postmasters  are  forced 
to  order  from  the  Department  the  articles  required  to  properly  equip 
their  offices  for  the  work ;  and  as  this  has  been  neglected  for  years,  a 
heavy  demand  is  the  result,  necessitating  the  expenditure  of  over  half 
the  appropriation  for  these  items  during  the  first  three  months  of  the 
present  fiscal  year. 

I  estimate  that  an  additional  appropriation  of  $15,000  will  be  required 
to  meet  these  demands  during  the  present  fiscal  year,  and  recommend 
that  Congress  be  asked  to  make  a  deficiency  appropriation  of  that 
amount  which  shall  be  immediately  available. 

The  Department  can  not  continue  to  insist  upon  perfect  postmarking 
if  it  is  unable  to  supply  the  reasonable  demands  of  postmasters  for  the 
materials  necessarily  used  in  doing  the  work,  and  to  relax  the  efforts 
now  being  made  in  this  direction  would  result  in  losing  to  a  large 
extent  the  advantage  already  secured  at  considerable  labor  and  expense. 

OHANGES  IN  METHOD  OF  BUSINESS. 

Certain  changes  in  the  method  of  doing  business  in  this  division  have 
recently  been  made,  which  I  think  deserve  attention.  Heretofore  no 
balance  sheet  has  been  kept.  As  a  result,  some  of  the  stock  ran  very 
low  before  the  fact  was  discovered,  when  it  was  too  late  to  get  addi- 
tional supplies  from  the  contractor  before  the  item  was  exhausted.  To 
remedy  this  defect  I  have  had  an  inventory  made  of  the  entire  stock  on 
hand  and  now  keep  weekly  balance  sheets.  I  also  discovered  that  the 
work  of  the  division  was  not  distributed  among  the  clerks  to  the  best 
advantage.  A  rearrangement  of  the  duties  of  the  clerks  has  been  made, 
giving  better  satisfaction.  The  record  books  of  the  division  were  exam- 
ined by  the  committee  designated  for  that  purpose,  and  new  ones  have 
been  adopted,  which  are  easier  kept  and  in  every  way  better  suited  to 
the  purpose  for  which  thej'  are  intended. 

Heretofore  supplies  of  blanks  to  post-oflBces  have  been  issued  for 
three  months  only.  As  these  blanks  can  not  be  used  for  other  than 
official  business,  I  failed  to  see  the  economy  in  sending  supplies  for 
such  a  short  time.  These  supplies  are  now  issued  for  six  months,  which 
will  reduce  by  one-half  the  labor  of  addressing  labels  and  wrapping 
and  shipping  packages,  as  well  as  effect  a  considerable  saving 
in  the  materials  used  in  wrapping  and  shipping.  Sup])lies  have 
been  issued  to  first  and  second  class  offices  for  six  mouths.  This 
method  entailed  a  great  amount  of  labor  at  the  first  part  of  January 
and  July.  This  has  been  chauged,  and  all  first  elates  offices  and  the 
second-class  offices  of  New  England  and  New  York  now  receive  their 
supplier  in  April  and  October,  and  the  remainder  of  the  second-class 
offices  in  January  and  July.  This  makes  a  better  distributiou  of  the 
work  and  enables  me  to  utilize  the  present  force  to  better  advantage. 
Complaint  has  frequently  been  made  of  the  character  of  stationery 
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famislied  for  tbe  use  of  the  Department.  The  contracts  entered  into 
for  the  present  fiscal  year  for  these  supplies  call  for  a  better  grade, 
which  I  trust  will  give  satisfaction. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

This  is  in  reality  one  of  the  most  important  divisions  of  the  Post- 
Ofiice  Department,  although  it  appears  to  have  been  given  meager 
attention  in  the  past.  It  may  pro))erly  be  compared  to  a  large  mercan- 
tile house,  with  over  70,000  patrons,  whose  daily  orders  range  from 
500  to  800,  and  many  of  whom  are  inexperienced  in  their  work.  A 
large  percentage  of  these  orders  require  adjustment  before  the  requi- 
sitions can  be  properly  filled.  This  alone  entails  much  labor.  To 
properly  supply  such  an  army  of  customers  with  the  necessary  articles 
constant  care  and  judgment  must  be  exercised.  Hundreds  of  thousands 
of  orders  must  be  handled  in  a  businesslike  manner,  if  delays  and  com- 
plaints are  to  be  avoided.  Their  necessities  must  be  supplied,  and  yet 
the  expenditures  must  be  kept  within  the  appropriations  made  by 
Congress. 

SHIPMENT  OF  WRAPPING  PAPER  AND  TWINE. 

Under  the  present  system  all  articles  purchased  are  sent  by  freight 
from  the  contractor  to  this  division,  where  they  are  received  and 
inspected  and  subsequently  issued  to  i)ostmasters  upon  requisition. 
Wrapping  paper  and  twinfe  constitute  a  large  part  of  the  bulky  mate- 
rial purchased,  and  are  required  in  large  quantities  by  the  important 
offices. 

I  recommend  that  where  postmasters  are  allowed  over  600  pounds  of 
either  wrapping  paper  or  twine  they  be  shipped  direct  from  the  con- 
tractor's place  of  business  to  the  postmasters.  An  insi>ection  com- 
mittee could  be  appointed,  consisting  of  one  or  two  men  from  this 
Department,  in  connection  with  the  postmaster  at  the  contractor's 
place  of  business,  who  could  inspect  the  articles  at  the  factories.  The 
I>ostmaster  of  the  committee  could  look  after  the  shipment  and  forward 
bills  of  lading  to  the  Department.  It  is  estimated  that  about  600  tons 
of  wrapping  paper  and  twine  can  in  this  way  be  annually  sent  to  about 
twenty  of  the  larger  offices,  which  would  reduce  by  about  one  third  the 
total  tonnage  of  supplies  to  be  handled  in  this  division  and  effect  a 
large  economy  in  transportation  and  packing. 

LETTER  HEADS  FOR  POST-OFFICES. 

Printed  letter-head  paper  is  supplied  to  first  and  second  class  offices. 
The  names  of  the  offices  are  not  printed  upon  the  paper  where  the  sal- 
aries of  postmasters  are  less  than  $2,500,  and  thus  the  paper  and  style 
of  printing  for  each  of  them  is  identical;  but  with  the  larger  offices, 
postmasters  have  adopted  various  designs  in  the  type  and  color  of  ink 
used,  which  precludes  uniformity  and  adds  considerably  to  the  expense 
of  printing.  This  should  be  discontinued,  and  letter  heads  printed  in 
uniform  color  and  style  should  be  furnished  to  all  of  the  latter  class  of 
offices. 

No  stationery  is  furnished  third  and  fourth  class  offices,  though 
there  is  a  general  demand  from  them.  They  could  be  supplied  with 
necessary  letter  heads  for  official  use  at  a  comparatively  small  cost 
These  offices  should  be  entitled  to  stationery;  and  the  dignity  of  the 
service  would  be  much  improved  if  they  were  supplied.  Letters  are 
now  written  to  the  Department  on  wrapping  paper,  Department  blanks. 
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and  in  fact  auy  kind  of  paper  wbioh  postmasters  happen  to  have  at 
hand,  and  very  frequently  the  name  of  the  office  is  omitted,  causing 
delays  and  inconvenience.  I  trust  you  will  feel  justified  in  approving 
this  recommendation. 

I8SUV  OF  BLANKS. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  present  unsatisfactory  method  of  issuing 
blanks.  The  division  of  post-office  supplies  issues  many  blanks  which 
relate  to  the  business  of  other  bureaus  of  the  Department,  and  the 
other  bureaus  supply  many  other  blanks  directly  to  postmasters.  This 
causes  delays  in  many  ways.  I  recommend  that  all  blanks  for  general 
use  be  issued  directly  from  this  division.  In  this  connection,  I  have  to 
state  that  the  present  force  of  laborers  is  too  small,  and  I  renew  the 
recommendation  of  my  predecessor  for  an  increase  of  two  additional 
laborers  to  be  employed  in  this  division. 

Section  424  of  Postal  Laws  and  Eegulations  provides  that — 

OfiBces  whose  annual  gross  receipts  are  $300  or  more  are  sopplied  with  letter 
balances  of  4  pounds,  and  offices  required  to  weigh  second-class  matter  with  the 
necessary  scales. 

Ileretofore  all  offices  not  meeting  the  above  conditions  have  been 
famished  with  8-ounce  scales.  The  difference  in  the  cost  of  4pound 
scales  and  8  ounce  scales  is  very  slight,  only  9  cents  each.  All  post- 
masters are  required  to  receive  packages  for  mailing  4  pounds  and 
under  in  weight,  so  that  there  is  a  general  demand  from  these  smaller 
offices  for  the  4-pound  scales,  especiaily  where  the  offices  are  not  located 
in  stores.  In  many  cases  the  postmasters  have  no  means  for  estimating 
the  weight  of  packages  and  have  to  guess  at  the  weight.  T  recom- 
mend that  the  portion  of  section  424,  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations 
of  1893,  above  referred  to,  be  modified,  and  all  fourth-class  post-offices 
hereafter  be  supplied  with  4-pound  scales  instead  of  the  8ounce  scales. 

PAPKR-CUrriNG  MACHINE. 

The  present  cost  of  cutting  facing  slix)s  is  about  |2,500  per  annum, 
and  will  increase  every  year.  A  machine  of  sufficient  capacity  for 
doing  this  work  with  electric- motor  power  could  be  purchased  for  about 
$1,000.  The  services  of  two  men  to  operate  it,  who  would  only  be 
engaged  in  this  work  part  of  the  time,  would  be  about  $1,500,  so  that 
the  expense  of  having  this  work  done  in  this  division  would  be  $1,000 
less  ttian  the  present  cost  after  the  first  year.  I  therefore  recommend 
the  purchase  of  such  an  outfit. 

BUILDING. 

The  building  occupied  by  the  division  of  post-office  supplies  is  in 
my  judgment  entirely  unfitted  for  the  purpose.  As  originally  con- 
structed, it  was  a  large  hall  and  had  but  one  fioor.  It  was  lighted 
from  the  roof,  with  the  exception  of  windows  in  front  and  rear  and 
some  in  the  side  next  to  an  alley.  In  that  condition  it  was  used  at 
various  times  as  a  church,  gymnasium,  skating  rink,  etc.  It  has  been 
altered  for  present  use  by  the  construction  of  two  board  partitions,  a 
second  fioor  over  the  greater  portion,  and  a  platform  in  rear. 

This  building  is  structurally  weak.    The  wall  on  the  side  next  to  the 
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alley  had  to  be  partially  removed  and  rebuilt  a  few  years  ago  to  pre- 
vent collapse.  The  walls  are  now  cracked.  The  second  floor  can  not 
be  ased  for  storage,  the  principal  use  for  which  it  is  needed,  on  account 
of  weakness.  The  second  floor  cuts  off  tbe  light  from  the  central  por- 
tion of  the  ground  floor,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  windows  on  one 
side  along  the  alley,  leaving  insnfiicient  light  for  the  force  which  must 
occupy  it  and  necessitating  the  constant  use  of  electric  lights.  The 
gi'ound-floor  space  is  not  sufficient  for  handling  the  supplies  received 
and  shipped,  the  mail  amounting  to  a  daily  average  of  about  12  tons. 
The  goods  received  from  contractors  are  necessarily  piled  or  stacked 
unusually  high,  making  them  unsafe  and  causing  unnecessary  labor 
and  expense  in  both  receiving  and  shipping.  All  freight  and  mail  are 
received  and  dispatched  from  the  rear  of  the  building,  where  the  plat- 
form is  several  feet  higher  than  the  floor,  necessitating  the  use  of  an 
elevator.  The  one  in  use  is  a  primitive  hand  lift,  which  overstrains  the 
men  operating  it. 

The  door  and  platform  space  is  not  sufficient  for  receiving  and  ship- 
ping goods  at  the  same  time,  and  often  causes  delay  and  confusion. 
These  defects  in  the  building  cause  unnecessary  labor  and  loss  to  the 
Government.  But,  in  addition  to  that,  it  is  so  constructed  as  to  make 
it  impossible  to  keep  it  properly  heated  in  winter  or  ventilated  in  sum- 
mer. The  plumbing  has  been  improved,  but  is  not  good.  The  dust  is 
very  great,  and  injures  the  blanks  and  stationery,  rendering  a  large 
quantity  useless  every  year.  It  also  makes  it  difficult  to  keep  the 
building  clean,  and  isasourceof  constantannoyance.  About  18  feet  has 
been  cut  off  from  the  front  of  the  building  by  board  partitions,  mak- 
ing two  rooms  on  each  floor.  These  are  occupied  by  the  superintendent 
of  the  division  and  a  portion  of  the  clerks,  but  are  so  connected  with 
the  stock  rooms  as  to  be  poorly  adapted  to  the  purpose. 

The  nature  of  the  structure  and  the  inflammable  character  of  the 
stock  are  such  that  in  case  of  fire  a  total  destruction  of  many  thousands 
of  dollars'  worth  of  goods  and  valuable  records  would  be  inevitable. 
The  rent  of  the  building  is  (4,000  per  annum,  which  would  be  5  per 
cent  interest  upon  $80,000  investment.  I  am  confident  the  Govern- 
ment could  construct  a  building  specially  adapted  to  this  branch  of 
the  service  for  less  than  one-half  of  that  amount,  and,  in  view  of  the 
contemplated  removal  of  the  General  Post-Office  Department  to  another 
location,  this  appears  to  be  an  auspicious  season  for  considering  the 
subject  of  new  qaurters  for  the  supply  division. 

COMMITTRE  TO  VISIT  POST-OFFICES. 

Questions  and  controversies  often  arise  between  postmasters  at  the 
larger  offices  and  this  division,  involving  large  expenditures,  which  can 
not  be  adjusted  to  advantage  through  correspondence.  Under  such 
conditions  I  recommend  that  provision  be  made  for  detailing  a  repre- 
sentative of  this  division  who  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  business 
to  adjust  the  differences  at  issue.  I  am  satisfied  that  if  such  a  course 
were  adopted  largeeconomies  could  beeffected,embarrassments  avoided, 
and  delays  shortened.  Post  office  inspectors,  not  being  familiar  with 
the  special  character  of  the  work,  are  not  available  for  this  purpose.  1 
earnestly  recommend  that  this  matter  receive  favorable  consideration. 

ESTIMATES. 

The  table  following  shows  theestimated  appropriations  for  the  ensuing 
fiscal  year,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  present  year,  which  results 
in  a  net  decrease  of  $6,500. 
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Tablk  VI. 


For  stationerj  and  blunk  books,  inclading  atuount  nec^iisary  for  tlie  purchase  of 
free  penalty  envelopes   

For  stationer  J  in  post-offices 

For  wrapping  twine 

For  wrappins  paper 

For  letter  baLinces,  scales,  and  test  weiclits,  and  repairs  to  naine 

For  postmarking  and  rating  stamps,  and  repairs  to  same,  and  ink  and  pads  for 
stamping  and  canceling  pnrposes 

For  packing  boxes,  sawdust,  i>aste,  and  hard  ware 

For  printing  facing  slips  sna  cntting  same,  card -slide  labels,  blanks,  and  books 
of  an  urgent  nature /or  the  postal  service 

For  printing  and  binding 


1897-98. 


1898-99. 


$7,500 

$7,000 

55,000 

55,000 

85,000 

90,000 

50.000 

45,000 

10,000 

7,500 

^0,000 

27,000 

1,500 

1,000 

20,000 

20,000 

195,000 

195,000 

THE  MONE7-ORDBR  87STEB1 

The  moDey-order  system,  in  operation  for  tbirty-tliree  years,  long 
since  shown  to  be  one  of  the  most  beneficent  and  successful  brandies 
of  the  postal  service,  continues  to  hold  the  favor  of  the  public,  and  in 
Tolume  of  transactions  keeps  pace  with  tbe  service. 


OPERATIONS  OF  THE  SYSTEM  SINCE  ITS  ORGANIZATION. 

The  magnitude  of  the  transactions  of  the  system  may  be  seen  in  the 
following  table,  showing  the  number  of  money  order  offices  in  opera- 
tion and  amount  of  domestic  money  order  transactions  for  each  fiscal 
year  from  the  commencement  of  tbe  system  until  June  30, 1897: 


FiM^nl  Tear 
enden — 


June  30, 
June  30, 
Jane  30, 
Jane  30, 
Jan«30. 
J  tine  30, 
June  30, 
Jane  30, 
Jane  30, 
June  30, 
Jitne^), 
June  30, 
June  30. 
Jnneao, 
Jane  30. 
June  90. 
June  30. 
Jane  30. 
JnneSO, 
June3Ci, 
Jane  30. 
Jane  30, 
Jane  30, 
Jane  30, 
Jane  30, 
Jone30. 
Jane  30, 
June  30. 
J  one  30. 
June  30, 
Jnne^, 
Jane  30, 
Jane  30, 


1865. 

1868. 

1887 

1868 

1869. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1K34 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1880 

1880 

1891 

1892 

1893. 

1894. 

1895 

1896 

1897. 


Kam- 
berof 

money- 
order 
offices 

in  oper- 
ation. 


Total. 


419 

766 

1.224 

1,468 

1,466 

1,604 

2,076 

2,452 

2,775 

8,060 

3,404 

8,401 

3,697 

4,143 

4,512 

4,820 

5,163 

5,491 

5,927 

6,310 

7.056 

7,357 

7,853 

8,241 

8,727 

9,882 

10,070 

12,069 

18.434 

19.264 

19.691 

a  19,825 

a20.U31 


Amount  of 
orders  iasncd. 


$1,360, 
8,977, 
9,22a, 
16,197, 
24,848, 
84,054. 
42.104, 

48. 515, 

57. 516, 
74,424, 
77,431, 
77, 035, 
72,820, 
81,442, 
88,254, 

100,352, 
105, 075, 
113, 400, 
117, 329, 
122, 121, 
117.858. 
113,819, 
117, 462, 
119. 649, 
115, 081, 
114,362, 
IIB.  122, 
120.066. 
127, 676, 
138.793, 
156, 700. 
172, 100, 
174,482, 


122.52 
259.28 
327.72 
858.47 
058.93 
184.71 
118.03 
532.72 
216.69 
854.71 
251.58 
972.78 
509.70 
364.87 
641.02 
818.83 
769.35 
118. 21 
406.31 
261.98 
921.27 
521.21 
60.89 
064.98 
845.79 
757. 12 
236.50 
801.07 
433.66 
579.49 
089.77 
649.02 
676.94 


Amount  of 

orders  iiaid  and 

repaid. 


$1,313, 

8,903, 

9,071. 

16, 118, 

24,654, 

83,927, 

42,027, 

48,419, 

57,295, 

74,210, 

77,361, 

77, 106, 

72,908, 

81,279, 

88,006, 

100, 165. 

104, 924. 

113.  388, 

117,344. 

121,971, 

117,996, 

113,885, 

117, 264, 

119, 743, 

115, 281, 

114, 347, 

118,843, 

120. 121, 

127, 697, 

138,725, 

156, 159, 

171,475. 

174,802. 


677.08 
890.22 
240.73 
537.03 
123.46 
024.79 
3.36.31 
644.97 
012.27 
156.25 
690.76 
338.85 
475.26 
910.80 
200.20 
982.78 
853.61 
301.90 
281.78 
083.80 
205.06 
463.04 
026.66 
345.25 
906.94 
631.36 
876.71 
754.19 
381.70 
229.20 
689.20 
476. 35 
783.18 


Amonnt  of 
fct's  and 
miflce  a- 

neons 
receipts. 


$11. 

36, 

70, 

124, 

176, 

235, 

295. 

860, 

354, 

462, 

494, 

647, 

624. 

716, 

799, 

917, 

967, 

1.054, 

1,102, 

950, 

925, 

922. 

914, 

947, 

933, 

951, 

1,00.''., 

1,037, 

1,121. 

1,212. 

1,292. 

1,411, 

1,-468, 


536.40 
803.06 
880.67 
603.19 
247.87 
557.06 
563.38 
499.40 
816.66 
238.54 
717. 27 
021.52 
409.66 
638.96 
347.09 
091.58 
772. 93 
538.62 
838.42 
479.39 
125.03 
781.97 
076. 57 
316. 66 
821.36 
293.63 
298.19 
027.46 
207.62 
338.19 
331.97 
466.85 
258.86 


Amonnt  of 
exponscs 
paid  Ironi 
proceeds. 


2.974,647,886.11  2,971,243,330.81 


$18. 584. 

28,064. 

44,628. 

70,345. 
110. 694. 
145,  382. 
194,  381. 
244,521. 
286, 232. 
357, 040. 
374, 575. 
4.56, 250. 
524. 478. 
513, 086. 
575  386. 
659, 516. 
715. 458. 
774, 197. 
791, 133. 
702, 603. 
681, 150. 
689, 758. 
402, 458. 
406.  (U3. 
399, 856. 
426, 919. 
455,626. 
489. 526. 
552,256. 
580,  747. 
6:{],299. 
680.  820. 
668,028. 


37 
27 
96 
04 
00 
42 
60 
63 
66 
42 
18 
68 
47 
61 
32 
60 
29 
45 
75 
80 
06 
38 
59 
79 
65 
43 
36 
78 
34 
22 
70 
21 
01 


Excess 

of 

expenses 

paid  from 

pro<-eeds 

over 
receipts. 


$7,047.97 


Fxcess  of 
receipts 

over 
expenses 
paid  from 
proceeds. 


$7. 138. 79 
20. 260. 61 
54. 158. 15 
65, 553. 87 
90. 174. 63 
101.181.78 
105, 977. 77 
68.584.00 
105, 198. 12 
120,142.09 
190,  770.  84 
99, 931. 19 
202, 952. 37 
223,  900. 77 
257, 575. 08 
252,314.64 
280.341.17 
311,704.67 
247, 875. 69 
243,974.97 
2:W,  023. 50 
511,017.98 
541,272  77 
5 »:{,  964. 70 
524.  374.  20 
549.671.83 
547, 500. 72 
508,951.28 
625,  590. 97 
061,032.27 
730,646.64 
790, 230. 86 


a  Limited  money  order  offices  are  not  included  in  this  number. 
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OFFICES  IN  OPERATION,  ESTABLISHED,  DISCONTINUED,  ETC. 

The  number  of  post-offices  transacting  money-order  business  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  the  number  of  money-order 
offices  opened,  and  the  number  closed  during  that  period  are  as  follows: 

Number  of  domestic  money-order  offices  in  operation  June  30, 1897 20, 031 

Number  established  during  the  year 296 

Number  discontinued 92 

Net  increase 206 

Number  of  intematioual  money-order  offices  in  operation  June  30, 1 897 3,  Oil 

Number  established  during  the  year 138 

Number  discontinued 16 

Net  increase 122 

Number  of  limited  money-order  offices  in  operation  June  30, 1897 ' 1, 061 

Number  established  during  the  year 119 

Number  discontinued ' 45 

Net  increase L # 74 


DOMESTIC  BUSINESS  FOB  THE  TEAB. 

The  number  of  domestic  money  orders  issued  during  the  year  was 
25,169,055,  amountinffto $174,482,676.94 

The  number  of  such  orders  paid  and  repaid  was  25,220,625,  amount- 
ing to  174;  302, 783. 18 

Excess  of  payments  and  repayments  OTer  issues,  51,570  orders. 

Excess  in  amount  of  issues  over  payments  and  repayments 179, 893. 76 

it  is  gratifying  to  observe  that  while  the  outstanding  orders  at  the 
close  of  the  year  1895  amounted  to  $549,000  and  for  1896  to  $625,000,  the 
number  of  such  orders  being  200,000  and  161,000,  respectively,  the 
excess  in  amount  was  but  $179,000  for  the  past  year,  and  in  number 
the  payments  exceeded  the  issues,  due,  it  is  believed,  to  a  more  rigor- 
ous enforcement  of  the  present  policy  of  the  Department  to  effect  pay- 
ment of  orders  as  soon  as  possible  after  issue. 

Fees. — The  total  amount  of  fees  received  for  the  issue  of  domestic 
orders  was  $1,456,440.14,  an  increase  of  $46,362.38. 

The  average  fee  was  5.79  cents,  being  .08  cent  less  than  the  average 
fee  received  in  the  previous  year,  which  was  5.88  cents. 

The  average  amount  of  the  orders  issued  was  about  $6.93,  or  25  cents 
less  than  the  average  of  the  year  ended  June  30, 1896. 

A  comparison  of  the  above  figures  with  those  of  the  previous  year 
shows — 

(1)  An  increase  of  1,207,002  in  the  number  of  orders  issued,  or  5  per 
cent. 

(2)  An  increase  of  1,419,925  in  the  number  of  orders  paid  and  repaid, 
or  5.10  per  cent. 

(3)  An  increase  of  $2,382,027.92  in  the  amount  of  orders  issued,  or 
1.4  per  cent. 

(4)  An  increase  of  $2,827,306.83  in  the  amount  of  orders  paid  and 
repaid,  or  1.65  per  cent. 

'  A  limited  mouey-order  office  is  an  office  authorized  to  issue  money  orders  for 
sums  not  exceeding  $5  each,  but  is  not  an  office  of  payment. 
'Of  this  number  23  were  made  full  money -order  offices. 
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INTERNATIONAL  BUSINESS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

The  nnmber  of  orders  issued  in  this  coantry  daring  the  year  for  pay- 
ment in  foreign  conntrien  was  944,185,  amounting  to $13, 688, 379. 33 

The  namber  of  orders  of  foreign  issue  paid   in  the 
United  States  was  358,156,  amountiDg  to $5, 815, 016. 12 

The  nnml>eT  of  orders  repaid  was  1,785,  amonnting  to.  23, 861. 32 

Making  the  total  number  of  payments  and  repay- 
ments 359,941,  amonnting  to 5,838,877.44 

Excess  of  issues  over  payments  and    repayments  584,244  orders, 
amounting  to 7,749,501.89 

Fee9, — ^Tlie  total  amoant  of  fees  received  for  the  issne  of  international 
orders  was  $173,379.30,  being  (3,641.70,  or  2.06  per  cent  less  than  the 
amount  of  fees  received  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  average  amoant  of  international  orders  issued  was  $14.39,  an 
increase  of  34  cents. 

The  average  fee  received  was  18.36  cents,  0.4  cent  less  than  the 
average  fee  of  the  previous  year,  which  was  17.96  cents. 

A  comparison  of  the  above  figures  with  those  of  the  previous  year 
shows — 

(1)  A  decrease  of  41,614  in  the  number  of  international  orders  issned, 
or  4.22  per  cent,  and  a  decrease  of  $264,236.41  in  the  amount  of  inter- 
national orders  issued,  or  1.9  per  cent. 

(2)  An  increase  of  19,793  in  the  number  of  international  orders  paid 
and  repaid,  or  5.81  per  cent,  and  an  increase  of  $226,786.64  in  the 
amount  of  payments  and  repayments,  or  4.04  per  cent. 

RECAPITULATION. 

The  aggregate  number  of  domestic  and  international  orders  issued 
during  the  year  was  26,113,240,  amonnting  to  $188,071,056.27;  an 
increase  over  the  preceding  year  in  number  of  1,165,391,  and  in  amount 
of  $2,117,791.51. 

The  aggregate  number  of  payments  and  repayments  was  25,680,566. 
amounting  to  $180,141,660.62;  an  increase  in  number  of  1,439,718,  ana 
in  amount  of  $3,054,093.47. 

TRANSFERS. 

If,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  the  money-order  funds  are  not  sufficient 
in  amount  to  effect  payment  of  orders  presented  at  an  office,  the  post- 
master is  required  to  use  all  other  available  public  funds  in  his  posses- 
sion, and  to  transfer  these  funds  to  the  mouey-oi:der  account.  The 
process  is  simply  the  equivalent  of  making  payments  at  intervals  on 
account  of  the  i>08tal  revenue  which  would  otherwise  be  deposited  at 
the  close  of  a  quarter  generally;  or,  in  other  words,  the  money-order 
branch  borrows  these  sums  from  the  departmental  revenues.  In  like 
manner  the  available  general  funds  are  at  times  insufficient  to  pay 
postal  clerks,  etc.,  and  in  such  event  a  transfer  is  made  in  similar  way 
from  money-order  to  postal  account.  At  the  close  of  each  quarter  the 
Auditor  computes  the  aggregate  amount  of  these  transfers,  and  the 
money-order  system  refunds  the  net  balance.  These  transactions  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  were  as  follows: 


Qamter  ending— 


September  ^,  1806 

I>W'«mbec  '^^  1^^- 

MAT«h  3r.l897 

Jane  30, 1897 

Totiil 


Transferred 
to  money-or- 
der accoant. 


$318, 340. 26 
373, 330. 46 
484, 800. 02 
512, 586. 62 


1,680,066.86 


Transferred 
to  postal 
acconnt. 


$40,493.48 

9, 940. 05 

15,548.38 

15, 309. 51 


Balance  dae 

postal 

accoant. 


$268, 846. 78 
363,  390. 41 
469, 260. 64 
497, 277. 11 


Date 
balance 
repaid. 


00,291.42  I  1,698,774.04 


Jan.  4, 1897 

Apr.  1, 1897 

July  2,1897 

Oct  6, 1897 
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RESERVE* 

As  a  general  rule  the  balk  of  issues  of  money  orders  is  at  small 
offices  and  the  payments  at  large  offices.  To  meet  exceptional  cases, 
when  the  transactions  are  of  a  fluctuating  character,  the  Department 
authorizes  a  certain  fixed  sum  to  be  retained  at  such  offices,  called  a 
"  reserve,"  whereby  the  postmaster  may  be  in  possession  of  a  sum  which 
will  enable  him  to  promptly  effect  payment  of  orders  drawn  uiion  him. 
to  a  reasonable  extent  in  amount.  At  domestic  offices  this  is  termed 
a  ^* fixed"  reserve,  the  same  having  reference  to  the  amount  of  unpaid 
advices;  at  international  offices  it  is  called  an  <^  irrespective  "reserve, 
the  unpaid  advices  not  being  taken  into  consideration.  The  minimum 
reserve  is  $25,  at  small  offices;  the  maximum  is  (125.000  at  New  York, 
while  $75,»00  is  allowed  at  Chicago,  $20,000  at  Boston,  etc.  The 
amounts  are  increased  or  diminished  at  intervals,  as  the  business  may 
require. 

Number  of  offices  at  which  reserves  were  anthorized  on  June  80, 1897.. ••..        4, 405 

Number  of  offices  at  which  reserves  were  granted  dnrinji;  the  year 407 

Amount  of  reserves  panted  during  the  year $36, 440 

Amount  of  irrespective  reserves  authorized  June  30 734, 600 

Amount  of  iixed  reserves  authorized  June  30 138^  525 

Total  reserves  authorized  June  30 • 873,125 

At  all  offices  not  granted  a  reserve  the  postmaster  may  retain,  for 
two  weeks,  in  anticipation  of  presentation  of  corresponding  orders,  the 
amounts  of  the  unpaid  advices  of  orders  drawn  on  his  office. 

PAYMENT  OF  INVALID  DOMESTIC  OBDEBS. 

An  invalid  order  is  one  which  has  not  been  presented  for  payment 
within  one  year  from  the  last  day  of  the  month  of  issue.  An  act 
approved  January  27, 1894,  provides  that  such  domestic  orders  may  be 
paid  by  warrants  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  against 
a  special  appropriation  created  by  the  act.  The  issue  of  postal  notes 
ceased  on  June  30, 1894,  in  obedience  to  the  act  above  mentioned,  which 
provided,  however,  for  the  redemption  of  all  outstanding  notes  which 
might  be  presented  for  payment  after  that  date.  During  the  year  there 
were  referred  to  the  Auditor  for  the  Post-Office  Department  for  approval 
applications  for  warrants  for  the  payment  of  invalid  money  orders  and 
postal  notes,  in  number  and  amount  as  follows: 


Applicniinnfl  for  w.irraiitB  in  lion  of  invalid  domestic  money  orders 

Applications  for  Avarnuito  in  lieu  of  invalid  postal  notes 

Total 

Of  tbe»e  applications,  62  were  returned  and  canceled,  the  fact  of  payment  of 
the  originals  having  been  ascertained  from  the  files  of  the  Aaditor*8  Office. 
Applications  canceled 

Applications  certified  for  payment,  amounting  to 


Num- 
ber. 


2,049 
759 


2,808 


2,740 


Ajuount. 


127,925.04 
1.034.87 


28.959.91 
328.77 


28,631.14 


The  act  above  cited  requires  that  postmasters  shall  transmit  to  the 
Department  all  unpaid  advices  when  they  become  invalid.  During 
the  fiscal  year  such  advices  were  received  at  this  office  amounting 
to  $28,8G7.37.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  require  pbstraas- 
ters  to  effect  payment  of  orders  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  correspond- 
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Ing  advices  are  leoeived,  and  while  the  amoant  of  sach  oatetanding 
orders,  the  aoeamalatioii  of  recent  years,  is  sniaU  compared  with  former 
years,  it  is  believed  that  the  snm  may  be  greatly  reduced  by  the  enforce- 
ment of  more  rigorons  requirements  for  prompt  payment,  and  sach 
steps  are  being  taken. 

KB&ONEOUS  PATKENT  OP  MON£T  ORDERS. 

The  Department  undertakes  an  investigation  of  all  cases  of  complaint 
touching  the  alleged  improper  payment  of  orders,  whatever  the  circum- 
stances. The  general  accuracy  of  payments  is  verified  by  the  fact  that 
although  25,5^,566  were  paid  and  repaid,  but  216  complaints  were 
reeeived,  involving  less  than  $3,000.  These  cases  were  disposed  of  as 
foUows: 

m 

EMOlt  of  iDTCStJgatMHI. 


peivoas  no4  cBtitkd  to  pftjincBt 

PivperlT  paid,  no  canao  for  eomplaiiit 

CkugtA to  vojiBg  pootaiMter .... ......... 

Ckargemhlt  to  impropcietj  apon  thr  port  of  the  remif  ttr. 

Ckargeabie  to  improprietr  npon  the  port  of  tho  porco 

LHVMWtaiMd  by  tho  Doportmeat 

FafiBJiifcid.  In  proeoHof  MUastmcBt 


,  Nontlier 

Aoioaiit 

1  otcM»ca. 

1 

inrolTed. 

53 

1889. 5« 

56 

633. S* 

50 

535.00 

2 

50.00 

2 

17.00 

3 

167.61 

50 

581.14 

21« 

2.873.90 

DUPLICATE  MONEY  ORDERS. 

In  the  event  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of  a  money  order,  or  when  it 
bears  more  than  one  indorsement,  a  duplicate  is  issued  by  this  office. 

Repayment  to  tlie  remitters  lb  made  by  means  of  duplicates  of  money 
orders  which  were  drawn  payable  to  persons  conducting  schemes 
adjudged  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  be  fraudulent. 

There  were  issued  during  the  last  fiscal  year  40,634  duplicates  of 
doDDiestic  c^ers,  which  was  an  increase  of  4,481,  or  about  1  to  every 
619  orders,  the  ratio  of  the  previous  year  being  1  to  every  662  orders 
issacd* 

In  lieu  of  lost  international  money  orders  1,430  duplicates  were  issued, 
being  244  more  than  the  number  issued  in  the  preceding  year. 

I^SS  OF  MOHEY-ORDER  FUNDS  IN  TRANSIT  AND  BY  BURGLARY. 

Hie  Postmaster-General  is  empowered  by  law  to  allow  postmasters 
credit  for  the  amount  of  money-order  funds  lost  in  transit,  by  burglary, 
fire,  or  other  unavoidable  casualty.  These  alleged  claims  are  examined 
and  adjudicated  under  the  supervision  of  the  Assistant  Attorney- 
General  for  the  Post-Office  Department,  who  during  the  fiscal  year 
allowed  and  certified  such  claims  to  the  amount  of  $12,874«79,  a  decrease 
in  amoant  of  like  allowances  for  the  preceding  year  of  912,600.3d. 

SURPLUS  FUNDS  REMITTED. 

It  being  the  general  rule  that  payments  are  made  at  large  offices  and 
issues  at  small  offices,  it  is  necessary  that  the  latter  shall  provide  the 
former  with  funds.  The  operations  of  the  larger  offices  are  so  widely 
dissimilar,  both  as  to  the  numbers  and  the  amounts  of  orders  paid,  that 
tfaeae  funds  must  necessarily  pass  to  and  firo  firom  various  offices  before 
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the  net  sarplns  shall  reach  the  final  depository,  the  sabtreasary  at  New 
York.  No  remittance  of  less  than  $50  is  reqaired  to  be  made,  and  a 
recent  careful  estimate  shows  that  the  amount  in  transit  every  day 
averages  about  $500,000.  An  illustration  of  the  method  of  remitting 
funds  may  be  cited  as  follows :  Fort  Laramie,  Wyo.,  remits  to  Cheyenne; 
Cheyenne  to  Denver;  Denver  to  Chicago;  Chicago  deposits  with  the 
assistant  United  States  treasurer  in  that  city;  these  funds  are  trans- 
ferred to  the  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York.  Thus  the  surplus  funds 
of  all  offices  eventually  reach  the  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York, 
whence  they  may  be  withdrawn  upon  the  check  of  the  Postmastei 
General  as  the  business  of  the  system  shall  require.  In  this  manner 
$147,879,391.86  were  remitted  last  year. 

REPAYMENT  OF  INTERNATIONAL  ORDERS. 

An  international  order,  whether  issued  in  this  country  for  payment 
abroad  or  issued  in  a  foreign  country  for  payment  in  the  United  States, 
may  not  be  repaid  except  upon  the  authority  of  this  ofiice  in  the  former 
case,  or  consent  of  this  Department  in  the  latter  instance.  Such  repay- 
ments were  authorized  during  the  fiscal  year  as  follows: 

Orders  issued  in  the  United  States  for  payment  in  foreign  countries, 
3,557 ;  orders  issued  in  foreign  countries  for  payment  in  the  United 
States,  2,488. 

DRAFTS  ON  NEW  YORK, 

The  available  funds  of  certain  ofiices  are  insufficient  to  meet  the  pay- 
ment of  orders.  The  Department  provides  funds  to  meet  such  a  case 
by  placing  to  the  credit  of  the  postmaster,  at  the  New  York  post-oifice, 
a  specific  sum,  the  minimum  of  which  is  $25,  and  the  maximum  ordi- 
narily $10,000.  In  minor  instances  single  drafts,  drawn  for  fixed  sums, 
are  sent  from  this  oflQce;  but  in  most  cases  the  postmaster  is  provided 
with  a  limited  number  of  blank  drafts,  which  he  may  fill  in  and  nego- 
tiate for  such  amounts  as  may  be  necessary,  the  total,  however,  not  in 
excess  of  the  credit  at  New  York.  This  credit  is  renewed  when  neces- 
sary. These  renewals  and  single  drafts  will  daily  average  in  amount 
about  $55,000. 

The  number  of  these  drafts  paid  by  the  postmaster  at  New  York 
during  the  fiscal  year  was  51,495,  amounting  to  $14,107,339.90. 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES. 

The  incidental  expenses  of  the  system,  amounting  to  $129,318.00 
(domestic)  and  $17,023.47  (international),  included  expenditures  under 
the  following  heads: 

For  blanks,  blank  books,  and  j^riuted  matter $83,775.85 

For  engraved  money-order  drafts 648.80 

For  dating  stamps,  stamp  ribbons,  etc 830.56 

Total 85,255.21 

To  this  are  to  be  added  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  20  post-office  inspect- 
ors, paid  from  the  proceeds  of  money-order  business 57, 244. 14 

And  also  the  cost  of  stationery  used  in  money-order  business  exclusively 
and  the  incidental  items  of  expense  of  the  system 3, 848. 11 

Aggregate  incidental  expenses 146|342.46 


FIfiST  ASSISTANT — BILLS   OF   EXOHANQE.  143 

Under  the  act  approved  March  3  last,  all  incidental  expenses 
incnrred  subsequent  to  July  1,  1897,  will  be  paid  from  appropriations 
made  for  that  purpose,  and  post  office  inspectors  will  hereafter  be  paid 
from  the  specific  appropriation  for  their  services.  An  order  amending^ 
section  1240  of  the  regulations  regarding  the  purchase  of  stationery, 
etc.,  was  made  by  the  Department  on  June  17. 

BILLS  OP  EXOHANaE. 

For  the  orders  issued  in  this  country  drawn  upon  foreign  countries 
payment  by  the  United  States  is  made  by  means  of  bills  of  exchange, 
which  are  purchased  by  this  system  from  banks  in  New  York,  such 
exchange  being  obtained  through  competition  of  the  banking  houses 
which  propose  to  draw  the  bills  at  the  lowest  figure.  The  amount  of 
these  bills  purchased  during  the  past  year  was  $8,019,845.79.  From 
foreign  countries  similar  bills  of  exchange  received  amounted  to  but 
♦229,922.53. 

[Note. — ^The  Auditor  reports  purchase  of  bills  to  amount  of  $7,887,334.71.  The 
difference  ($132,511.08)  is  simply  techuical,  growing  ont  of  the  fact  that  the  one 
statement  represents  the  actual  purchase  during  the  year,  while  the  latter  relates 
to  the  sums  applied  in  settlement  of  the  accounts  for  tnat  period,  the  residue  being 
applied  on  the  business  for  a  subsequent  period.] 

EXTENSION  OF  INTEENATIONAL  SYSTEM. 

A  money-order  convention  with  the  Kingdom  of  Greece  was  signed 
by  the  Postmaster-General  December  7, 1894,  and  sent  to  the  Greek 
X)08t  department  for  signature  of  the  proper  official  and  ratification  of 
the  Greek  legislative  chamber.  That  department  has  reported  that 
the  convention  was  duly  signed  and  ratified,  but  the  detailed  regula- 
tions for  carrying  it  into  effect  have  not  been  concluded. 

^Negotiations  are  pending  for  an  exchange  of  money  orders  with 
Mexico.  A  draft  of  a  convention  for  that  purpose  was  transmitted  by 
this  Department  on  June  6, 1896,  to  the  director-general  of  posts  of 
that  country,  and  the  matter  remains  in  abeyance. 

A  convention  for  the  exchange  of  this  business  with  the  Republic  of 
Chile  was  signed  at  Washington  August  12  last  and  awaits  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  proper  legislative  body  of  that  country. 

Negotiations  for  exchange  with -Egypt  were  considered  during  the 
early  part  of  the  present  year,  and  resulted  in  a  convention  executed 
on  June  23  last,  the  exchange  to  take  effect  October  1. 

The  post  department  of  Russia  has  signified  a  desire  that  similar 
exchange  arrangements  be  made  with  that  Empire,  and  the  preliminary 
details  regarding  this  important  extension  of  the  system  are  having 
attention. 

By  arrangements  with  the  Netherlands  an  exchange  of  orders  with 
the  Dutch  East  Indies  commenced  September  1,  189G,  through  the 
intermediary  agency  of  the  Netherlands  x>ost  department. 

DEPOSIT  OF  REVENUE. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  4050  of  the  Revised 
Statutes,  the  total  revenue  from  the  domestic  and  international  money- 
order  business,  as  reported  to  this  office  quarterly  by  the  Auditor  for 
the  Post-Office  Department,  is  deposited  with  the  assistant  treasurer 
of  the  United  States  for  the  service  of  the  PostOffice  Department. 
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The  amoants  for  the  respective  quarters  of  the  past  fiscal  year  and 
the  dates  on  which  the  deposits  were  made  are  shown  below: 


Revonue  for  quarter  ended — 


September  30,  1896 
December  31.  1896.. 

March  3],  1887 

June  30, 1897 


Total 


Amount. 


$221,477.92 
290, 124. 92 
227.033.30 
228,544.92 


967,181.06 


Deposited. 


Jan.  4, 1897 

Apr.  1,1857 

July  2,1897 

Oct.  2,1897 


Increase  over  previous  year,  $80,995.99. 

GENERAJL  STATEMENT   OP  RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
DOMUSTIC  MONBY-ORDER  BUSINESS — ^RECEIPTS. 

Amount  received  for  fees  on  orders  issued $1, 456, 440. 14 

Miscellaneous  receipts^ 1,818.72 

$1, 458, 2J8. 86 

EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  allowed  postmasters  at  third  and  fourth-class 

offices  for  commissions  on  orders  issued  ^ $510, 891. 84 

Incidental  expenses  ^ 129,318.99 

Lost  remittances,  burglaries,  etc 14, 694. 12 

Uncollected  accounts  of  previous  years 13, 123. 06 

668,028.01 

Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures 790, 230. 85 

Increase  over  amount  of  previous  year 59,584.21 

INTEKNATIONAL  MONEY-ORDER  BUSINESS — RECEIPTS. 

Amount  received  for  fees  on  orders  issued $173, 379. 30 

Net  gain  on  exchange ^ * 62,444.03 

EXPENDITURES. 

Amount  allowed  postmasters  at  third  and  fourth-class 

offices  for  commissions  on  orders  issued  ^ $3, 000. 99 

Incidental  expenses  ^ 17, 023. 47 

Amount  allowed  foreign  countries  for  excess  of  commis- 
sions'*   38,809.48 

Amount  alio  wed  foreign  countries  for  incidental  expenses  39. 18 

58,873.12 


$235,823.33 


Excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures 176,950.21 

Increase  over  amount  of  previous  year 21, 411. 78 

NEW  LEGISLATION — BONDS  OF  CLERKS  IN  POSTOPFIOES. 

In  the  report  of  this  division  for  1895  and  in  that  of  1896  the  recom- 
mendation was  renewed  "for  legislation  which  will  empower  this 
Department  to  require  clerks  in  post-offices  who  handle  money -order 

'  Sales  of  waste  paper,  reimbursements  by  bankers  of  cost  of  cablegrams,  interest 
from  cases  in  suit,  etc. 

^ Three  cents  for  each  order  issued;  no  compensation  for  payments. 

'See  explanation,  page  70. 

^Difference  between  amount  received  for  international  orders  and  cost  of  bills  of 
exchange  purchased  in  payment  thereof  in  foreign  countries,  due  to  the  fluctuating 
market  in  exchange,  which  this  year  was  favorable  to  the  United  States;  at  other 
times  there  has  been  a  loss. 

'  Difference  between  amount  earned  by  foreign  countries  for  services  in  payment 
of  orders  issued  in  the  United  States  and  amount  earned  by  the  United  States  for 
like  services.    Each  receives  one-half  of  1  per  cent. 
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this  kind  steps  are  taken  to  deliver  the  letter  and  to  secure  the  envel- 
ope showing  the  mistreatment,  after  which  the  delinqaent  postmaster 
is  suitably  admonished. 

Another  purpose  of  the  examination  is  to  separate  letters  of  foreign 
from  those  of  domestic  origin,  the  former  to  receive  special  treatment, 
as  more  fnlly  noted  hereafter. 

After  this  examination  the  domestic  letters  are  counted,  tied  in  bun- 
dles of  100,  and  sent  to  the  openers.  These  openers  are  required  to 
examine  the  contents  of  envelopes  to  see  if  there  are  valuable  inclo- 
sures,  but  they  are  not  permitted  to  do  so  for  any  other  purpose.  Care- 
ful note  is  made  upon  each  letter  found  to  contain  an  indosure,  and 
where  money  is  discovered  a  book  entry  is  made  and  receipts  passed 
from  hand  to  hand.  All  valuable  letters,  with  their  indosures,  are  seat 
to  the  proper  branches  of  the  office  for  return  to  senders,  all  first  being 
recorded  except  those  containing  postage  stamps  of  the  value  of  a  single- 
letter  rate  or  less. 

The  foregoing  has  reference  solely  to  unclaimed  matter;  that  is,  to 
such  as  has  gone  to  the  destination  for  which  it  was  presumably  intended 
and  has  failed  of  delivery  for  various  reasons. 

LACK  OF  POSTAGE  OR  MISDIRECTED. 

Unmailable  matter  is  that  which  has  never  left  the  mailing  office,  or 
which  has  been  withdrawn  by  the  Railway  Mail  Service.  The  princi- 
pal defects  are  nonpayment  or  insufficient  prepaynient  of  postage  and 
incomplete  or  entirely  erroneous  addresses.  Those  which  fail  to  go 
forward  for  want  of  prepayment  are  such  as  the  addressees  have  failed 
to  supply  postage  for  after  having  been  duly  notified. 

Under  the  general  head  of  ^^Misdirected,"  it  is  curioas  to  note  that 
there  were  received  during  the  year  28,098  letters  which  bore  no  address 
whatever.  The  general  appearance  of  these  envelopes,  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  their  contents,  indicates  that  by  far  the  greater  portion  of 
these  errors  of  omission  were  not  made  by  casual  and  infrequent  users 
of  the  mails,  but  were  the  result  of  haste  and  want  of  deliberation  by 
persons  more  or  less  completely  absorbed  in  business. 

The  addresses  of  letters  bearing  imperfect  directions  are  corrected  as 
far  as  possible  and  the  letters  forwarded,  while  the  residue,  as  well 
as  those  lacking  postage,  are,  as  in  the  case  of  unclaimed  matter,  opened, 
the  valuables  separated  from  those  without  inclosures,  and  all  returned 
to  senders  when  practicable,  and  when  not  so,  destroyed. 

Unmailable  matter,  never  having  had  the  advantage  of  advertising, 
is  received  upon  manuscript  lists,  the  treatment  of  each  piece  being 
noted  on  the  margin,  so  that  the  manner  of  its  disposition  may  always 
be  ascertained. 

HOTEL  AND  REGISTERED  MATTER. 

The  same  is  true  of  that  class  of  matter  known  as  <^  hotel  matter." 
It  is  obvious  that  it  would  be  useless  to  advertise  letters  once  deli vered 
to  hotels  and  thence  returned  to  post-offices,  the  addressees  thereof 
being  usually  transient  persons.  All  such  are,  therefore,  sent  in  on 
manuscript  lists  and  treated  in  the  same  manner  as  unmailable. 

Eegistered  matter,  being  of  a  higher  character,  is  treated  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  care.  Every  piece  is  carefully  recorded,  and  receipts 
taken  from  each  person  through  whose  hands  it  passes.  Of  the  com- 
paratively small  qnantity  of  registered  matter  reaching  the  Dead-Letter 
Office  about  three-fourths  is  of  foreign  origin,  the  difficulty  in  delivery 
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being  increased  by  unintelligible  addresses  and  by  the  migratory  char- 
acter of  the  population  of  which  the  addressees  form  a  part.  Of  the 
remaining  fourtti  more  than  one-half  comes  here  through  the  failure  of 
X>ostmasters  to  return  direct  to  senders  in  case  of  nondelivery,  as  required 
by  law  and  the  regulations.  When  every  effort  to  deliver  domestic  reg- 
istered letters  to  either  senders  or  addressees  has  failed,  they  are  opened, 
the  nature  of  their  inclosures,  if  any,  made  matter  of  further  record, 
and  the  letters  themselves  preserved.  Those  of  foreign  origin  are 
returned  to  the  resi>ective  countries  of  origin. 

VALUABLE  MAIL. 

Ordinary  letters  found  to  contain  money  or  commercial  paper,  such 
as  drafts,  notes,  money  orders,  etc.,  and  evidences  of  title,  such  as 
deeds,  wills,  and  the  like,  are  minutely  examined  and  carefully  recorded, 
with  a  view  to  their  return  to  senders.  This  is  done  through  the  post- 
masters at  the  mailing  offices,  to  whom  they  are  always  sent  by  regis- 
tered mail,  so  that  they  may  be  traced.  If  all  efforts  to  effect  delivery 
fail,  they  are  returned  to  and  preserved  in  this  office;  but  money  is 
eventually  separated  from  the  envelopes  and  goes  into  the  Treasury. 
All  receipts  for  valuable  letters  delivered  are  carefully  classified  and 
filed  for  permanent  preservation. 

Letters  containing  inclosures  of  a  less  valuable  character,  such  as 
receipts,  affidavits,  paid  notes,  photographs,  etc.,  are  recorded  and 
similarly  treated,  but  they  are  not  sent  out  by  registered  mail,  and  the 
accumulation  of  such  is  disposed  of  by  destruction  after  a  series  of 
years. 

CARELESSNESS  IN  POSTINa. 

The  treatment  of  parcels,  like  that  of  letters,  has  in  view  their  return 
to  senders  as  far  as  i)ossible.  It  has  been  found  impracticable  to  do 
this  to  an  equal  extent  with  letters,  because  a  larger  proportion  con- 
tain nothing  to  indicate  the  senders.  Besides,  a  very  considerable  pro- 
portion reach  the  Dead  Letter  Office  without  addresses,  either  through 
the  carelessness  of  the  senders  or  by  damage  in  transit.  Large  num- 
bers of  miscellaneous  articles  are  found  loose  in  the  mails,  having 
become  separated  from  the  wrappers  because  not  properly  prepared  for 
mailing,  and  are  turned  in  by  the  Railway  Mail  Service  to  the  post-offices 
at  the  several  division  headquarters  of  that  service. 

INTEBNATIONAL. 

The  treatment  of  parcels  addressed  to  foreign  countries  and  not  suf- 
ficiently prepaid  to  enable  them  to  go  forward  in  the  postal-union 
mails  at  the  rates  of  postage  applicable  to  genuine  trade  samples,  con- 
stitutes a  large  and  interesting  share  of  the  labor  of  those  employed  in 
the  recording  and  disposition  of  property  matter.  This  is  due  almost 
exclusively  to  want  of  information  on  the  part  of  the  public  as  to  the 
requirements  in  the  particular  mentioned;  and  it  must  be  admitted 
that  this  lack  of  information  on  the  subject  is  too  largely  shared  by 
postmasters,  notwithstanding  the  plain  provisions  of  the  regulations, 
the  rulings  in  the  guides,  and  other  measures  taken  by  the  Department 
for  their  enlightenment. 

Articles  of  merchandise,  no  matter  how  small  the  quantity,  or  whether 
sent  as  gifts  or  otherwise,  unless  ^^  genuine  trade  samples  of  goods 
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actaally  on  hand  and  for  sale,"  can  only  be  sent  in  the  postal-union 
mails  when  fully  prepaid  at  the  foreign  letter  rate  of  postage,  5  cents 
per  half  ounce. 

HOLIDAY  MAIL. 

As  a  result  of  this  too-little-understood  requirement,  thousands  of 
parcels  and  letters  containing  articles  of  merchandise  annually  reach 
the  Dead-Letter  Office.  This  is  particularly  true  immediately  following 
the  holiday  season,  and  they  lend  a  somewhat  pathetic  coloring  to  the 
prosaic  routine  of  the  office,  evidencing,  as  they  do,  the  failure  of  so  many 
friendly  and  affectionate  purposes. 

Qpon  receipt  of  this  class  of  matter  the  senders  are  communicated 
with  if  known,  and  if  not  the  addressees,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world 
they  may  be  located,  are  notified  and  given  the  option  to  furnish  the 
requisite  postage  for  forwarding,  to  have  the  matter  sent  to  them  by 
express,  or  to  furnish  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  senders,  in  which 
latter  case  the  parcels  or  letters  are  returned  without  charge. 

Annually,  during  the  week  preceding  Christmas,  articles  of  property 
which  have  not  been  reclaimed  after  being  held  for  two  weeks  are  sold 
at  auction.  Included  in  these  sales,  however,  are  such  parcels  as  being 
unaddressed,  have  been  held  at  least  six  months.  The  proceeds  of 
these  sales  are  turned  into  the  Treasury. 

FROM  OTHER  OOUNTREBS. 

Through  the  hands  of  the  employees  in  charge  of  the  foreign  work 
passes  all  matter  originating  in  foreign  countries  and  found  undeliver- 
able  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  all  matter  originatiug  in  tbis 
country  and  returned  from  foreign  countries  as  undeliverable.  This 
interchange  is  in  pursuance  of  a  stipulation  of  the  Universal  Postal 
Union  Convention,  and  is  had  with  nearly  ninety  different  postal  admin- 
istrations. Before  returning  matter  to  foreign  countries  it  is  examined 
with  care,  imperfect  addresses  corrected,  so  far  as  may  be,  and  another 
effort  made  at  delivery. 

RETURN  MATTER  REaiSTERED. 

Ordinary  letters  are  not  recorded  before  return,  but  are  sent  with  a 
bill  in  regularly  numbered  dispatches,  which  are  duly  acknowledged 
upon  receipt.  Parcels  of  obvious  value  are,  however,  carefully  recorded, 
as  is  of  course  all  registered  matter.  So  minute  is  the  record  in  the 
latter  case  that,  in  the  event  of  inquiry,  the  Dead-Letter  Office  number, 
the  number  upon  the  registered  bill,  the  number  of  the  dispatch,  tbe 
registered  number  of  the  post-office  at  the  port  of  shipment,  and  the 
name  of  the  vessel  by  which  shipped  can  be  given,  thus  rendering 
identification  absolute  and  the  tracing  only  a  matter  of  time. 

Numerically  considered,  letters  without  inclosures  of  value  constitute 
by  far  the  most  conspicuous  feature  of  the  operations  of  the  office,  and 
their  treatment  and  ultimate  disposition  engage  the  services  of  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  entire  force  than  is  employed  in  any  other  line  of 
duty. 

Though  important  because  of  its  bulk,  and  though  desirable  that  all 
letters  of  this  character  possible  to  be  returned  should  reach  the  hands 
of  the  senders,  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  necessary  at  times  to 
subordinate  this  work  to  other  more  pressing  requirements;  in  other 
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words,  to  give  the  first  consideration  to  those  featnres  of  tlie  genera  1 
work  which  are  of  superior  consequence  and  which  can  not  be  ]>ostpoiieiI 
or  neglected  without  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  public. 

NAMES  OF  SENDERS  SHOULD  BE  ADDED. 

It  may  appear  a  vain  and  profitless  repetition,  yet  possibly  not  witl* 
out  some  advantage,  to  state  that  if  the  senders  of  letters  were  car<*iui 
to  inclose  with  them  their  names  and  addresses  they  would  prevent  tm* 
consignment  of  such  letters  to  the  waste  in  the  event  of  iioudelivers*. 

Equally  vain,  possibly,  is  the  renewiil  of  the  suggestion  that  it  tiie 
names  and  addresses  of  senders  were  placed  upon  the  outside  of  iett^rh 
their  direct  return,  without  the  intervention  of  the  Dead-Lettei*  iMust. 
would  be  assured. 

MISSING  MAIL  MATTER. 

Applications  for  missing  mail  matter,  which  are  very  nnui«iauh.  ar^ 
systematically  treated.    Each  application  is  jacketed,  and  ioi  th*-  om* 
venience  of  search,  twice  recorded,  first  in  the  name  of  the  appl«v«t:: 
and  second  in  the  name  of  the  addressee  of  the  missing  letteto!  partv^ 
Fully  half  of  these  applications  are  vague  and  lacking  in  piirti<nLUM 
essential  to  search.    The  requisite  data  are  procured,  eitbei  iiun    Va^- 
applicants  or  from  the  postmasters,  mainly  by  printed  iuterruKai«*i4r 
to  which  replies  are  sought.    The  necessary  information  gaiiMf^    cm- 
ful  search  is  made  for  the  missing  letter  or  parcel  in  the  prupe?  0;  ^u*- 
and  if  record  is  found  the  disposition  is  noted  and  tW  ai*i'«t*j«' 
advised  of  the  same.    If  no  record  is  found  the  applicant  i^  e^iuii^K* 
advised,  and  the  papers  referred  to  the  chief  post-oliice  inbiMr^^**  r 
such  further  investigation  as  may  be  practicable. 

The  prevalent  opinion  that  mail  matter  is  held  in  thi«  olli<>-  *..!  ^  ua- 
period  has  already  been  noted.    To  this  conviction  may  o.,  aijitu*. 
the  thousands  of  applications  for  letters  without  valuubi^  itji^MMM* 
Such  it  is  impossible  to  trace,  and  no  information  can  !»»-  u*^^ 
ceming  them,  except  that  if  they  had  reached  the  i>ea<;  xa^^ 
they  would  have  been  returned  to  sender  or  destroyfru.  je» 
record  or  trace. 

The  museum  attached  to  this  oflBce  shares  large! \  ;;    .*-. 
which  the  operation  of  the  establishment  incites.    'J  ihmij^,    .^ 
conspicuous  from  the  fact  that  every  one  of  the  ariir»—  ^ 
tains  was  sent  or  was  sought  to  be  sent  through  th^  uu. 
tion  is  curiously  illustrative  of  the  variety  of  u^^^  i       .  _^ 
which  the  energetic  '< paternalism"  of  the  poBlai 
itself. 

MAIL  MATTER  RECEIVED  AND  DISPOSED  Vh  i»*  1. 

There  were  received  during  the  year  5,ti7o.H*»    ^ 
unclaimed  matter.    Of  these  536,90i  pieces  ot  liuu^ 
tries,  to  which  they  were  returned  uuo)ieji«r    t:^ 
found  possible  to  deliver  upon  correlation  ri;  ^^l. 

Of  the  matter  originating  in  the  Unii^ 
to  owners  2,501,737  pieces.    The  residufr  xo 
neglect  of  the  senders  either  to  sign  th*f  ■ 
correct  addresses. 

It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  ut: 
gradually  growing  in  public  appr^^oi*     . 
be  attributed,  in  large  degree,  the 


»    •  ^ 


''i      '^w*- 
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the  office  dnring  recent  years,  sach  decrease  ainoantiDg  for  tbe  past 
year  to  276,403  pieces.  It  is  not  improbable  also  that  the  steady  redac- 
tion noted  may  have  been  to  some  extent  dae  to  the  stringency  in  bnBi- 
ness  and  to  the  consequent  contraction  in  commercial  correspondence. 

Of  the  5,291,241  letters  and  parcels  opened  390,203  were  found  to 
contain  inclosures  of  value,  the  disposition  of  whioh  is  shown  in  detail 
in  the  tabular  statements. 

Those  contaiuing  money  were  of  the  following  classes:  Ordinary 
unclaimed,  16,937  pieces,  containing  $21,270.54;  registered,  342  pieces, 
$1,179.01;  nnmailable,  9,253  pieces,  $6,423.01;  without  address,  8,821 
pieces,  $2,174.82;  a  total  of  34,353  pieces,  containing  $31,047.38.  Of 
these,  21,152  pieces,  containing  $23,733.25,  were  delivered,  and  1,635 
pieces,  containing  $4,176.01,  are  in  the  hands  of  postmasters  awaiting 
delivery,  receipts  not  having  been  received  at  this  office. 

The  8,821  blank  (or  unaddressed)  letters  mentioned  above  are  not 
such  as  failed  of  proper  direction  by  reason  of  the  haste  or  negligence 
of  the  senders,  but  represent  dififerent  and  generally  very  small  sums 
of  money  found  loose  in  the  mails  and  in  post-offices.  This  class  of 
losses  is  mainly  due,  probably,  either  to  careless  wrapping  or  to  the 
poor  quality  of  envelopes  or  other  forms  of  covers  used. 

The  money  so  found  loose  in  the  mails  is  turned  in  by  the  railway- 
mail  service  to  the  post-offices  at  division  headquarters,  and  is,  together 
with  that  found  in  the  various  post  offices,  sent  to  the  Dead-Letter  Office, 
separately  enveloped.  Obviously  no  steps  can  be  taken  in  these  cases 
looking  to  the  discovery  of  the  owners,  and  therefore  the  enveloi>e4s  are 
immediately  filed  and  the  money  held  subject  to  future  identification 
and  reclamation. 

The  letters  which  were  found  to  contain  commercial  papers,  such  as 
drafts,  checks,  notes,  letters  of  credit,  money  orders,  etc.,  and  jumpers 
afi'ecting  titles,  such  as  deeds,  mortgages,  wills,  etc.,  numbered  28,691, 
with  inclosures  of  tlie  face  value  of  $896,970.20.  There  were  delivered 
27,550  of  the  face  value  of  $789,275.91,  the  remainder  having  either 
failed  of  delivery  or  being  outstanding  in  the  hands  of  postmasters. 

As  has  been  shown,  the  number  of  money  letters  was  34,353,  and  the 
total  value  of  the  contents  $31,047.38,  an  average  of  about  90  cents  to 
the  letter.  This  was  from  a  total  of  5,291,241  letters  opened.  During 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1888,  out  of  5,467,042  letters  opened  there 
were  found  but  20,437  money  letters,  but  these  contained  the  aggregate 
sum  of  $35,245.38,  or  an  average  of  about  $1.72  to  the  letter. 

This  striking  discrepancy  (being  an  increase  of  68  per  cent  in  the 
number  of  letters  and  a  decrease  of  47  per  cent  in  the  average  inclosnre) 
is  doubtless  largely  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  numerous  fraudulent 
enterprises  which  have  been  undertaken  in  recent  years,  and  which 
have  been  pursued  by  the  agents  of  the  postal  service,  declared  fraud- 
ulent under  the  law,  and  mail  matter  addressed  to  them  intercepted 
and  sent  to  the  Dead-Letter  Office.  While  the  letters  of  this  character 
are  numerous,  the  inclosures  are  generally  small  in  amount. 

It  is  possible  also  that  the  abandonment  of  the  postal  note  system 
has  resulted  in  the  more  frequent  transmission  of  petty  sums  in  actual 
money  through  the  mails. 

During  the  fiscal  year  jended  June  30, 1896,  the  number  of  letters 
containing  i)ostage  stamps  was  155,352,  while  for  the  last  fiscal  year 
the  number  was  174,115,  an  increase  of  18,763.  It  should  be  noted  that 
while  this  great  increase  in  stamp  letters  is  shown,  there  was  a  decrease 
during  the  year  in  every  other  class  of  letters  containing  inclosures  of 
value. 
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Doabtless  the  paymeut  in  stamps  for  small  purchases  made  through 
the  mails  is  constantly  increasing.  Following  the  late  general  political 
canvass  a  very  large  amount  of  sealed  matter  was  received  containing 
stamps  or  postal  cards  for  reply,  thus  noticeably  swelling  the  normal 
receipts  of  this  class  of  matter.  Besides,  the  conditions  leading  to  the 
increased  number  of  letters  containing  small  amounts  of  money  are 
applicable  also  in  the  case  of  stamp  letters. 

The  tables  and  condensed  statements  which  follow  exhibit  in  detail 
the  results  attained  during  the  year  in  the  receipt  and  disposition  of  the 
several  classes  of  mail  matter. 

YOI^TTflLE  OF  MATTER  HANDLED. 

CU^HJieaiion  of  mail  matter  received  in  the  Dead-Letter  Office  during  thefieoal  year  ended 

June  50, 1897. 

Ordinary  nndai med  letters ^y^l^,  700 

Unelaimed  letters  returned  from  foreign  oonntries  without  card  addresses.      136, 600 

Ordinary  nnclaimed  letters  with  card  addresses 9, 873 

UDclaimed  letters  returned  from  foreign  countries  with  card  addresses. ..        71, 839 

Letters missent  to  thisoffice 3,883 

Held  lor  postage : 

Foreign  address 4,685 

Doniestio  address 71,277 

Parcels 6,940 

82, 902 

Misdirected : 

Ordinary  letters 319,245 

Addresses  corrected  and  retui-ued  as  undeli verable 13, 792 

Parcels 4,690 

337, 727 

Without  address : 

Ordinary  letters 28,098 

Envelopes  containing  money  fonnd  loose  in  the  mails 8, 821 

Parcels 21,788 

58,707 

Domestic  hotel  letters 186,512 

Fietitions  addresses 65, 546 

Unclaimed  registered  letters  and  parcels  (domestic) 6, 960 

Misoellaneons  letters 5,156 

Parcels: 

Unmailable,  addressed  to  foreign  countries 14, 573 

Excess  of  weight  and  measure 513 

Ordinary  nnclaimed 26,639 

Unclaimed,  returned  from  foreign  countries  wi  t U  card  address .  7, 595 

Unclaimed,  containing  photographs 5, 331 

54,651 

Originating  in  foreign  countries: 

Unclaimed  letters 371,969 

Misdirected  letters  and  postal  cards 57,930 

Hotel  letters 12,072 

Fictitious  addresses 1,753 

Bettered  letters 18,534 

Printed  matter,  samples,  etc 74,646 

536, 904 

Total 5,976,960 

Mail  matter  on  hand  from  preceding  year. 

Unopened,  held  for  postage,  and  foreign  matter 464 

Opened,  in  process  of  treatment 16, 101 

Outstanding,  in  hands  of  postmasters 4,716 

Total 21,281 
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DispoMtion  of  mail  matter  unopened. 

Card  and  reqnest  matter  returned  to  senders : 

Ordinary  unclaimed  letters 9,873 

Unclaimed  letters  returned  from  foreign  countries 71, 839 

Hotelletters 254 

Misdirected  letters i     964 

Held-for-postage  letters 1,996 

Registered  letters 3,780 

Unclaimed  parcels  returned  from  foreifirn  countries 7, 595 

96,301 

Held-for- postage  matter: 

Letters  and  parcels  forwarded  on  payment  of  postage 3, 014 

Letters  forwarded  to  officials 250 

3,264 

Misdirected  matter: 

Domestic  letters  delivered  to  corrected  addresses 45, 408 

Foreign  letters  delivered  to  corrected  addresses 9, 708 

55^  U6 

Foreign  matter: 

Delivered  to  applicants 1, 249 

Returned  to  countries  of  origin 523, 729 

524, 978 

Missent  lettenl 3,833 

■   "  '  • 

Total  delivered  unopened 683,542 

On  hand,  awaiting  delivery : 

Held  for  postage,  foreign  address 156 

Foreign  registered  letters 208 

Ordinary  foreign  letters 2,277 

2,641 

Grand  total 686,183 

CUunfication  of  mail  matter  opened  during  the  year. 

Ordinary  unclaimed  letters 4, 419, 700 

Unclaimed  letters  returned  from  foreign  countries 136, 600 

Hotelletters 186,258 

Misdirected  letters 286,665 

Held-for-postage  letters 70,763 

Fictitious  letters 65,546 

Registered  letters 3,160 

Letters  without  address 28,098 

Miscellaneous  letters .^ 5,156 

Envelopes  con  tainiug  money  found  loose  in  the  mails .' 8, 821 

Parcels 80,474 

Total 5,291,241 

IHapomtion  of  mail  uMtter  opened,  inclnding  letters  on  hand  and  outstanding  from  pre- 
ceding year. 

Delivered : 

Letters  containing  money 21, 152 

Letters  containing  drafts,  money  orders,  etc 27, 500 

Letters  containing  miscellaneous  pajiers,  etc 32, 926 

Letters  containing  posU'^ge  stamps 157, 562 

Letters  containing  manuscript 818 

Letters  containing  nothing  of  value 2,064,192 

Photographs 23,089 

Parcels  of  merchandise,  books,  etc 25,642 

2,352,881 

Returned  to  owners  and  awaiting  evidences  of  delivery: 

Letters  containing  money 1,635 

Letters  containing  drafts,  notes,  etc 2,210 

Letters  containing  nothing  of  value 83 

Photographs 10 

Parcels  of  merchandise,  books,  etc 18 

8,956 
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Under  treatment  loolcing  to  delivery : 

Letters  cont-aining  money 4,047 

Letters  containing  nothing  of  value 6, 000 

Parcels  of  merchandise,  books,  etc 234 

10, 281 

Filed  upon  failure  to  deliver,  subject  to  reclamation : 

Letters  containing  money 13, 874 

Letters  containing  drafts,  notes,  etc 1, 162 

Letters  containing  miscellaneous  papers 3, 045 

Letters  containing  postage  stamps 2,878 

Letters  containing  manuscript 535 

Photographs 7,126 

Letters  containing  nothing  of  value 800 

Parcels  of  merchandise,  books,  etc 42, 010 

71, 430 

Destroyed : 

Letters  and  circulars  without  inclosures,  which  conldnot.be 

returned  to  writers 2,841,993 

Parcels  containing  pamphlets,  Aruits,  seeds,  medicines,  etc.        17, 413 

Letters  containing  postage  stamps 13, 675 

Letters  containing  miscellaneous  papers,  etc 429 

2,873,610 

Grand  total 6,312,058 

BecapitulalioHf  8h4>wiug  amount  of  mailer  handled  during  the  year, 

RECKIVKD. 

Domestic: 

Original  dead  matter 6,440,056 

Unopened  letters  awaiting  delivery  July  1,  189G 197 

Opened  letters  in  process  of  treatment 16, 101 

Opened  letters  outotanding  July  1, 1896 4,716 

5, 461, 070 

Foreign : 

Original  dead  matter 536,904 

Original  letters  awaiting  delivery  July  1,  1896 267 

537, 171 

Total  (domestic  and  foreign) 6,998,241 

DISPOSITION. 

Domestic : 

Delivered  during  the  year 2,601,737 

Filed  during  the  year 71,430 

Outstanding  July  1,  1897 3.956 

Deetroved  (unsigned  letters,  circulars,  etc. ) 2, 873, 510 

Opened  letters  in  process  of  treatmen  t  July  1,  1897 •      10, 281 

Unopened  letters  awaiting  delivery  July  1, 1897 166 

5, 461, 070 

Foreign : 

Returned  to  countries  of  origin 523,729 

Delivered  to  corrected  addresses 9,708 

Delivered  to  applicants 1,249 

Awaiting  delivery  July  1, 1897 2,485 

537, 171 

Total 5,998,241 

HATTER  RETURNED  FROM  FOUBION  COUNTRIES. 

The  nnmber  of  pieces  of  mail  matter  originating  in  the  United  States 
and  returned  to  the  Dead-Letter  Office  as  undeliverable  were  classified 
as  follows: 

Registered  articles 2,416 

Ordinary  letters  (inclnding  postal  cards) 230, 084 

Parcels  of  printed  matter,  samples,  etc 118,938 

Total 351.437 
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DEAD  RBOI8TBRBD  MATTER. 

Of  the  6,9G0  nnclaiined  registered  letters  and  parcels  of  domestic 
origin  received  there  were — 

Delivered  to  adclreMes  or  restored  to  senders 5,  G40 

Returned  to  postmasters  for  delivery  and  awaitine  receipt 148 

Filed  upon  failure  to  discover  ownership  and  awaiting  roclamation 1, 163 

Total 6,960 

VALUE    OP    INGLOSURES  IN    MAIL  MATTEI^    RESTORED  TO    OWNERS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  letters  restored  to  owners, 
or  in  the  coarse  of  restoration,  with  the  character  and  valae  of  contents : 


Description.  Number.      Yalne. 


Letters  contnining  monoy  n*ston'<1  to  owners 21.152  $28,783.25 

Letteni  oontaining  money  outstaudiDg  in  the  bands  of  postmasters  for  restora- 
tion to  owners 1,635  4,178^01 

Letters  containing  drafts,  checks,  notes,  money  orders,  etc.,  restored  to  owners .  27, 500  789, 275. 91 
Letters  oontaining  drafts,  oliecks,  notes,  money  orders,  etc.,  outstanding  in  tlie 

bands  of  ]N>stmaster8  for  restoration  to  owners 2,210  13,792.81 

Letters  containing postaife  stampa  restored  to  ownera 157,562  5,968.<iS 


DispoHtion  of  parcels  filed  in  the  Dead- Letter  Office. 

Addressed  parcels : 

Unclaimed  from  receipts  1894-95,  prepared  for  sale  of  1897 26,562 

Unclaimed  from  receipts  1895-96,  filed 25,337 

Unclaimed  from  receipts  1896-97,  filed 25,062 


Total 76,951 

Unaddressed  parcels : 

Unclaimed  from  receipts  1896-97 « 16,554 


Total  number  of  parcels  on  hand 93,506 


Disposed  of  by  sale,  1896 : 

Parcels  unclaimed  from  1893-94  (addressed) 27,309 

Parcels  unclaimed  from  1895-96  (unaddressed) 17, 099 


Total  number  sold 44,408 

Piooeeds  of  sale,  $3,225.05. 

REVENUE  DEBITED  FBOM  DEAD  MAIL  MATTEB. 

The  amoant  of  revenue  derived  from  dead  mail  matter  during  the 
year  and  delivered  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-Gener^  for 
deposit  in  the  Treasury  is  shown  by  the  following  statement: 

Amount  separated  from  dead  letters  that  could  not  be  restored  to  owners.  $8, 902. 28 
Amount  realized  from  auction  sale  in  December,  1896,  of  parcels  of  mer- 
chandise which  could  not  be  restored  to  owners 3,152.49 


Total 11,454.72 
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Elsewhere  in  this  report  allasion  has  been  made  to  the  fact  that  let- 
ters withont  inclosures  can  not  be  traced  in  this  office,  though  shown  to 
have  been  sent  here.  Many  of  the  applications  are  for  matter  of  this 
character,  and  for  the  convenience  and  information  of  applicants  cer- 
tain printed  matter  is  snpplied  to  them,  setting  forth  in  condensed  form 
the  treatment  accorded  to  the  several  classes  of  mail  matter  reaching 
the  Dead-Letter  Office. 

Dnring  the  year  there  were  also  written  5,878  special  commnnica 
tions,  conveying  iustmctions  to  postmasters,  calling  attention  to  and 
construing  provisions  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  Kegnlations  touching  the 
treatment  of  the  various  classes  of  mail  matter,  and  in  responding  to 
inquiries  where  no  form  of  circular  was  applicable. 

To  these  are  to  be  added  the  blank  inquiry  forms  and  circular  notices 
used  in  the  procuring  of  data  and  in  the  notification  of  applicants. 
No  account  is  taken  of  these,  but  the  character  of  each,  with  dat^  of 
issue,  is  not^d  upon  the  jacket. 

Statement  ihowing  number  of  pieces  of  dead  mail  matter  treated  in  the  Dead-Letter  OjjUee 

during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897, 


Received. 


Doinefltic  mailable  letters  received  during  the  year. 
Domirstic  uumailable  loiters: 
Held  for  postage — 

Od  hand  July  1, 1806 

Beceived  daring  the  year 


197 
75,9€2 


Komber. 


Miadipected 

Without  address 

Envelopes  containing  money  fonnd  loose  in  the  mails. 

Miscellaneous 

Domestic  third  and  fourth  claaa  matter  (parcels) 

Foreign  matter: 

On  hand  July  1, 1896 

Received  during  the  year 

Printed  matter,  samples,  etc 


53 

44.1,  724 

74,616 


Bogistered  matter: 

On  hand  July  1, 1896,  foreign 
Beoeived  dnring  the  year- 
Domestic 

Foreign 


214 

6,960 
18,534 


Opened  letters  outstanding  and  on  hand  July  1, 1896 
Total 


4,803,963 


76,159 
333.037 

28,098 
8.821 
5.156 

88,069 


518,423 


25,768 
20,817 


5,998,241 


Disposition. 


Domestic  mailable  letters 

Domestic  nnmailable  letters : 

Held  for  postage 

Misdirected 

Without  address 

Envelopes  containing  money  found  loose  in  mails. 

Miscellaneous 

Begistered  letters : 

Domestic  mailed 

Foreign  mailed 

Domestic  third  and  fourth  class  matter  (parcels) 

Foreign  matter: 

Ordinary  letters 

Printed '^matter,  samples,  etc 

Opened  letters  od  hand  and  outstanding  July  1, 1896.. 


Total 

Grand  total. 


Delivered 
unopened. 


85,849 

6,240 
46, 372 


8,800 

18,540 

7,595 

441,500 
74,646 


683, 542 


Opened. 


4.808,104 

70,763 
286,665 

28, 098 
8,821 
5,156 

3,160 

'     *86,'474' 


20, 817 


5, 312, 058 


On  hand  July 
1,1897. 


156 


208 
2,277 


2,6n 
6,998,241 
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Statement  of  unmaildblef  hotel,  and  fictitious  matter  received  at  the  Dead-Letter  Ogtee/or 

the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897. 


Keceived. 


Letters : 

Held  for  postaee— 
Foreign  adaress.. 
Domestic  addroas.. 


4,685 
71, 277 


Misdirected— 

Ordinary 374,306 

Without  address 28,  U98 


Hotel 

Fictitious 

Betumed,  misdirected. 
Miscellaneous 


Total  letters. 


Parcels: 

Held  for  postage 

Misdirected 

Without  address 

Containing  unmailable  matter. 
£xct)8S  of  weight  and  measui-e. 


Total  parcels 


Grand  total . 


Number. 


75,962 


402,464 

198,  584 

67,299 

13,  792 

5,156 


763, 257 


6,940 

4,690 

21, 788 

14, 573 

513 


48,504 


811. 761 


Disposition. 


Letters : 


Held  for  postage- 
Foreign  address,  circu- 
lars   sent   to  collect 

postage 4,184 

Oflicial,  forwarded 230 

Eeturaed   to   card  ad- 
dress       1,906 

Opened 69,552 


Misdirected — a 

Turned  over  to  foreign 
division 55,121 

Address  corrected  and 
forwarded 59,200 

Keturned  to  card  ad- 
dress          964 

Opened 259,081 

Without  address,  open- 
ed     28,098 


Hotel- 
Turned  over  to  foreign 

division 12,072 

Returned  to  card  ad- 
dress          254 

Opened 186,258 


Fictitious — 

Keturned  to  foreign  di- 
vision       1,753 

Opened 65,646 


Returned  misdirected,  opened. 
Miscellaneous,  opened 


Total  letters 


Parcels  examined  and  tamed  over  to 
other  divisions 


Grand  total 


Number. 


75,1 


402, 4M 


196,584 


67.299 

13,792 

6,156 


763,267 


48,504 


811,761 


a  Exclusive  of  postal  cards. 
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Statememt  ghawing  deod  mail  matter  of  foreign  origin  received  and  diepoud  of  during  the 

fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897. 


Keoeired. 

DIepoeition. 

ClHM. 

Number. 

Claas. 

Number. 

Xe|[istcrBd  articles: 

On  liand  July  1,  1896 214 

BeceiTed  daring  year 18, 534 

16,748 

443,777 
74,646 

Registered  articles: 

Eetumed  to  country  of  ori- 
gin     17,603 

Delivered  to  add  reuses ....         549 

Misdirected     letters     for- 
warded to  corrected  ad- 
dresses          388 

On  hand  .............                  208 

On  bandJnly  1, 1896 63 

Baoeived  during  year 443, 724 

Paroela  and  printed  matter  reoeired 
dnriiic  Tear.. ....... •....••... 

18,748 

Ordinary  letters : 

Setumed  to  country  of  ori- 
gin  484,091 

Delivered  to  addresses 480 

Misdirected    letters     for- 
warded to  correcte<l  ad- 
dresses       6,929 

On  band 2.277 

'*'"**"i»  J*"*  ......••.•••••••••.•••..«•• 

448,777 
74,646 

Parcels  and  printed  matter: 
Ketumea  to  country  of  ori- 
gin     72,035 

Delivered  to  addresses. . . .         220 
Misdirected,  fum-arded  to 
corrected  addresses 2, 391 

Total 

Total 

537,171 

537,171 

a  This  number  includes  postal  cards. 

Total  nmnber  of  articles  disposed  of: 

Returned  to  oonntry  of  origin 523,729 

Delivered  to  addresses 1,249 

Misdirected  letters  forwarded  to  corrected  nddresses 9, 708 

On  hand 2,486 

Btaltment  thawing  the  fiiim5er  of  letters  originating  in  the  United  States  and  returned  by 
foreign  countries  as  undeliverahle  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1S97, 


Class. 


Berittcred  letters 

Ordioary  letters  (including  postal  cards) 
PwoeU  and  printed  matter 

Total 


Number. 


2.415 
230,084 
118.038 


851, 437 


{0 


REPORT   OF   THB   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


tbU  showing  ola$a  and  number  of  pieces  of  undelivered  matter  returned  to  and  reeeiced 

from  foreign  countries* 


GonntriM. 


Antigna 

ArgeDtine  Republic 

Aastria-H  angary 

Bahamas 

Bangkok,  Siam 

Baroados 

Belgium 

Bermuda 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

British  Guiana 

British  Honduras 

British  IndU 

Bulgaria 

Canada 

Ceylon 

ChlU 

Colombia,  Repnblio 

CostoRica 

Cuba 

Danish  West  Indies 

Denmark 

Dominica 

Eenador 

Sgypt 

France 

French  West  Indies 

Germany 

Gibraltor 

Great  Britain 

Greece 

Grenada 

Guatemala 

Hawaii 

Hayti 

Honduras,  Republic 

Hongkong 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Japan 

Java^  Netherlands  Indies , 

Liberia 

Luxemburg 

Malta 

Mauritius 

Mexico 

Montserrat 

Netherlands 

Netherlands,  Wc»t  I  ndioa 

Nevis 

Newfoundland , 

New  South  Walrs , 

New  Zealand 

Nicaragua 

Norway , 

Paraguay 

Persia 

Peru 

Philippines 

Portugal 

Puerto  Rico 

Queensland 

Koumauia - , 

RusRia 

St.  KitU 

St.  Lucia , 

St.  y  iuoent 

Salvador,  Republic 

Santo  Domingo , 

Servia 

Shanghai,  UnitMl  States  postal 

agency 

Society  Islands 

South  African  Republic 

Spain 

Straits  Settlements 


Returned  to— 


Rogis- 
tcx^. 


1 

97 

4,892 

11 

5 

8 

124 

6 

4 

147 


4 

22 

149 

662 

5 

80 

25 

7 

112 

7 

66 

8 

4 

23 

724 

1 

8,293 

6 

1,115 

83 

2 

14 

9 

4 


29 

2,508 

7 

131 

11 

7 

46 

11 

4 

127 


43 
6 


10 

28 

12 

14 

HI 

3 

1 

6 

2 

263 

9 

10 

113 

1,040 

2 

1 


6 
10 
16 

8 
1 

19 
73 
18 


Ordi- 
nary. 


70 

934 

88,089 

1,307 

28 

239 

2,213 

419 

23 

774 

187 

125 

948 

103 

82,876 

50 

666 

594 

220 

8.181 

202 

4,180 

19 

63 

256 

10,289 

47 

49,638 

154 

79,022 

928 

16 

664 

924 

129 

140 

518 

46,076 

574 

1,657 

86 

71 

400 

81 

40 

11,353 

27 

2,406 

55 

7 

857 

944 

657 

210 

8.694 

23 

29 

185 

53 

3,940 

108 

274 

1.640 

44,919 

133 

65 

89 

128 

136 

27 

18 

25 

544 

1,280 

46 


Parcels 

and 
printed 
matter. 


8 

814 

3,838 


4 

69 

2,871 

13 

11 

172 

9 

7 

759 

7 

8.702 

16 

85 

45 

25 

64 

1 

661 

8 

14 

213 

18,405 

3 

10,607 

17 

18,696 

247 


278 

77 

8 

11 

100 

6,628 

28 

495 

24 


58 

8 

16 

307 

2 

1,514 

6 


42 

242 

156 

36 

1,067 

14 

3 

7 

19 

265 

14 

38 

80 

879 

1 


81 

4 
6 


61 

811 

27 


Totel. 


79 

1,345 

47,264 

1,318 

37 

811 

4,708 

438 

38 

1,003 

146 

i:«6 

1,729 

259 

87,230 

80 

671 

664 

252 

3.357 

210 

4,7.'W 

25 

81 

492 

24,418 

51 

63,538 

177 

98,833 

1,258 

18 

851 

1,010 

141 

151 

647 

65,212 

609 

2, 286 

121 

78 

504 

100 

60 

11,787 

29 

3,903 

06 

7 

909 

1,214 

825 

200 

9,872 

40 

33 

198 

74 

4,468 

131 

331 

1,833 

47, 4:;8 

136 

56 

39 

215 

150 

48 

18 

26 

614 

2,170 

91 


Received  from — 


Regis* 
ered. 


525 
■'*3 


1 
2 

83 
8 
2 

17 


268 


46 
64 


14 


1 
608 


6 

42 

3 


1 

7 

11 


384 


1 
22 

8 
52 


61 
23 


2 

78 


10 
6 


Ordi- 
nary. 


56 

2,534 


687 
496 


537 
56 
2.866 
209 
104 
756 


69,433 


792 
521 
173 
2,794 
502 


417 

6,068 

17 


63 
58,679 


60 

1,557 

814 

149 

407 

234 

8,759 

2,030 

2,043 

7 

87 


18, 821 

2 

46:t 

55 

1 

2,681 

1,626 

520 

237 


25 


225 
15 

472 
26 

317 


18 

51 

9 

475 

60 


2 
All 
491 


Parcels 

and 
printed 
matter. 


30 
'278 


90 


61 

8 

3,834 

809 

1 

1,971 


15.882 


1,029 

4 


307 

1,859 

1 


17 
25,490 


101 


59 
1 


142 

820 

22 

1,278 

2 


1,661 


297 

331 

1 

2 

984 

13,003 

24 


855 
i83 


Totsl. 


If 
71 


5< 
8,061 


61 
•,7H 

10! 

2,74^ 


i,n 

671 

22! 

9^791 

501 


i 


m 

7,12! 

11 


81 
84, 7T 


16; 

1,56: 

91.' 
IS 

t 
4.1 

2.1 

8.J 
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T0ile  Bhowing  o!aa$  and  number  of  pieces  of  undelivered  matter,  eie, — Con  tinned. 


Returned  to— 

Received  ftom— 

Countries. 

RoRid- 
teruil. 

Ordi- 
nary. 

Parcels 

and 
printed 
matter. 

Total. 

Regis. 

tered. 

Ordi- 
nary. 

Parcels 

and 
printed 
matter. 

TotaL 

SiiriDam  . .r^.x... .t...... ..,,-- 

20 

20,106 

3,843 

78 

8 

147 

1,026 

35 

147 

403 

648 

"lAH' 
2,081 

4 

i* 

154 

25' 

150 
106 

20 

21.459 

6,273 

82 

8 

162 

1,251 

35 

184 

570 

802 

Sveden  

107 
340 

9«i(ierliind  

Tasmania 

69 

69 

128 

Tobaffo 

Trinidad 

6 
71 

5 

284 

28 

317 

Tqrk^tV  ,  ,    , r--.-r T        -  . 

Tnfk^  T^landa ......         

ii' 

27* 

9 

4 

24 

845 

36 

1.861 

40,888 

897 

a" 

""m 

46,734 

1 

24 

Uinmav 

12 
18 
18 

868 

Venemitla r , 

36 

y]etoria 

1,763 
86,631 

UnlTeiBal  Postal  Uuion 

902 

Tfftal    ...... ^,-.,.,rr- 

17,603 

434,091 

72,035 

523,720 

2,415 

230,084 

118,938 

851,437 

StaUmetU  ehotcing  the  claanification,  number,  and  diepoeiHon  of  dead  registered  lettere 
received  in  the  J Jead- Letter  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897, 


Receired. 


Domeetio: 
OflSclal... 
Ordinary 
Request  . 

Voniga. 

Total.. 


Number. 


20 

3.160 

3,780 

18,534 


25, 494 


Disposition. 


Delivered  unopened : 

To  foreign  division 

To  Executive  Departments 
Card  and  request 

Opened 

Total 


Number. 


18,534 

20 

3,780 

3,100 


26,494 


Contents  of  letters  opened. 


Monsy 

Drafts,  money  orders,  etc 

Pbotogrspbs,  receipts,  stamps,  etc 

Uercbaoaise 

Hotbingof  value 

Total 


Disposition  of  letters  opened. 


DeUv. 
ered. 


218 

62 

186 

1,144 

239 


1,840 


Filed. 


Oriri- 
nalTy 
filed. 


6 

76 
118 
609 


916 


Returned 
and  filed. 


73 
19 
23 
31 
101 


Ontstand- 
inK  and 
on  naud. 


247 


8 
10 
18 
83 


148 


Total. 


343 
06 

296 
1,306 
1.122 


3,160 


SlMtetnent  showing  the  receipt,  treatment,  and  disposition  of  parcels  in  the  Dead-Letter 

Office  for  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897, 

RBCEIYBD. 

iddrened  parcels : 

Verified  with  lists  and  leoorded 58,579 

Verified  with  lists  and  destroyed 8,061 

66,640 

Unsddressed  parcels,  including  letters  containing  merchandise : 

Contents  Terifled  with  lists  and  recorded 21,756 

Total 88,396 
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Treatment: 

Addressed  parcels — 

Forwarded  to  addressees  or  returned  to  senders 11, 262 

Delivered  to  other  divisions  for  disposition 2, 700 

Destroy edy  perishable,  and  matter  wi thou  t  val  ne 6, 002 

Filed;  no  clew  to  owner  ascertainable 16,717 

Notices  of  detention  sent 21,664 

Verified  with  lists  and  destroyed 8,061 

66,406 

Unaddressed  parcels — 

Delivered  to  other  divisions 1,915 

Destroyed,  perishable,  and  matter  without  value 3, 287 

Filed;  no  clew  to  owner  ascertainable 16,554 

21,756 

Addressed  parcels  in  process  of  treatment 234 

•  ——■■"■" 

Total 88,896 

DISPOSITION. 

Delivered: 

Forwarded  or  returned  in  treatment 11,262 

Forwarded  by  mail  on  return  of  notice,  etc 13,296 

Forwarded  by  express  on  return  of  notice,  etc 756 

Forwarded  from  receipts  of  previous  year 1,446 

Total 26,759 

Failed  of  delivery  and  returned  and  filed 815 

Delivered  or  awaiting  delivery  by  postmasters 25,944 

Filed: 

No  clew  to  owner  when  examined  or  notices  not  returned 40, 791 

Sent  to  postmasters  and  returned 815 

41,606 

Destroyed : 

Fromlists 11,348 

In  treatment 6,002 

At  owner's  request 93 

17,443 

Delivery  to  other  divisions 4,615 

In  process  of  treatment 234 

Total 89,842 

DeliTered  from  receipts  of  previous  year 1,446 

Total... 88,896 


DIVISION  OF  CORRESPONDENCB. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  division  of  correspondence  to  prepare  answers  to 
all  inquiries  made  by  other  divisions  of  the  Department,  postmasters  or 
other  postal  employees,  as  to  the  proi)er  construction  of  the  regulations 
or  orders  of  the  Postmaster>General,  and  to  correspond  with  post- 
masters and  the  public  upon  miscellaneous  matters  not  specially 
assigned  to  other  divisions;  to  keep  a  record  of  decisions  and  construc- 
tions relative  to  the  postal  service,  and  to  prepare  such  as  are  deemed 
advisable  as  rulings  for  publication  in  the  Postal  Guide,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  postal  employees. 

Cases  involving  the  delivery  of  mail,  the  ownership  of  which  is  in  dis- 
pute, are  also  assigned  to  this  division.  The  questions  involved  in  these 
cases  are  generally  exceedingly  delicate,  and  require  much  timeand  care- 
ful attention  to  reach  proper  conclusions.  While  of  course  the  decisions 
rendered  have  not  been  satisfactory  to  all  parties  to  the  controversies, 
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they  have  been  accepted  as  final  in  nearly  every  instance,  the  parties 
thereby  being  relieved  of  the  expense,  loss  and  delay  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  appeals  to  the  coorts,  pending  the  decisions  of  which  the  letters 
are  in  some  cases  held  by  the  postmasters  as  ^^  in  dispute." 

Instructions,  rulings,  and  correspondence  concerning  the  use  of  the 
penalty  envelope,  the  franking  privilege,  and  the  free  use  of  the  mails 
by  State  agricultural  experiment  stations  for  mailing  bulletins  and 
reports,  are  prepared  in  this  division. 

GREEN  GOODS  CORRESPONDBNOE  SUPPRESSED. 

The  dealers  in  alleged  counterfeit  money,  or  what  is  known  as  '^  g^reen 
goods,"  have,  after  a  period  of  comparative  inactivity,*renewed  their 
efforts  to  do  business  with  the  unsuspecting  public,  or  at  least  persons 
who  are  willing  to  purchase  counterfeit  money.  These  parties  are,  how- 
ever, forced  to  transact  their  business  by  the  telegraph,  as  they  are 
unable  to  receive  letters  by  mail,  owing  to  the  strict  enforcement  of  the 
act  of  Congress  approved  March  2, 1889,  which  authorizes  the  Post- 
master-General to  withhold  from  delivery  letters  addressed  to  such 
alleged  dealers  and  to  require  them  to  appear  before  the  postmaster  for 
thorough  identification.  The  Department  has  a  list  of  3,700  names  and 
addresses  of  ^^ green  goods"  dealers.  No  letter  addressed  to  any  one 
of  these  is  delivered,  as  no  attempt  is  made  at  identification,  the  dealer 
depending  entirely  upon  the  telegraph  to  put  him  into  communication 
with  his  intended  victim. 

BOYCOTTING  POSTMASTERS. 

Bills  have  been  introduced  in  Congress  at  various  times  which,  if 
enacted  into  law,  would  very  materially  decrease  the  practice  of  boy- 
cotting x>ostmaster8.  Owing  to  political  difierences,  selfish  motives, 
petty  jealousies,  etc.,  in  certain  communities  the  letters  that  should  be 
mailed  at  the  most  convenient  post-ofAce  are  dex>osited  with  some  indi- 
vidual (frequently  the  former  postmaster)  and  sent  to  the  cars  or  some 
other  post-of&ce  for  mailing,  and  as  the  compensation  of  the  fourth- 
class  postmaster  is  principally  fixed  by  the  number  of  stamps  canceled, 
he  is  thus  deprived  of  a  part  of  the  pay  contemplated  by  law,  but  is 
8t01  required  to  maintain  an  of&ce  and  perform  the  services  incident 
thereto. 

A  law  should  be  enacted  which  would  prevent  such  collection  of  let- 
ters within  a  reasonable  distance  of  a  post-office,  or  the  maintenance 
of  any  such  unauthorized  depository  for  mail.  Such  a  law  would  not 
only  enable  the  postmaster  to  get  his  legitimate  compensation,  but 
would  also  relieve  the  postal  service  of  many  complaints  concerning 
lost  letters,  which  after  investigation  will  be  found  not  to  have  been 
deposited  in  the  mails. 

Perrt  B.  Heath, 
First  Assistant  Fostmcuter-OeneraL 

Hon.  Jab.  A.  Gary, 

Postmaster'  General. 
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Post-Ofpice  Department, 
Ofpiob  Second  Assistant  Postmaster- General, 

Washington,  D.  (7.,  October  11, 1897. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  office  of 
Ue  Second  Assistant  Postmaster-General  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
%,1897,  nine  months  of  which  were  under  the  control  of  my  pre^lecessor : 

mail  seryioe  in  general. 

The  mail  service  in  operation  on  June  30,  1897,  was  as  follows: 


StirnatM 

^Mdal  oiBoe  ronteB 

StMmlNMit  routes 

BallxotdroDtM 

Kftil-mcneoger  routes 

WipoDitnites  (in  cities) 

Btttric  mod  cable  cai'  routes 

fisQway  post-office  car  routes 

Jiflwaypost-ofllce  clerks 

^eeeasaiy  and  special  facilitios  ou  trunk  lines. 
«fl  eqaipments 


Total  inland  mail  seryice. 


f «NJfD  mail  service — 

Aggregate  cost 

LeM  for  intermediu'y  service  to  foreign  countries. 


Number. 


21, 617 

795 

153 

2.687 

7,098 

171 

170 

228 

7,602 


Total. 


Aggregate 
length. 


MilM. 

265,598.98 

5,940.75 

17, 274. 31 

173,475.23 

5, 189. 71 

1,521.18 

1,031.91 

39,493.58 


$2, 049, 199. 53 
258.  029. 11 


Annual  rate  of 
expenditure. 


$5,363, 

18, 

426, 

80, 171, 

941, 

703, 

183, 

3.704, 

7, 782, 

170, 

804, 


903.411 

957.58 

380.56 

542.09 

364.41 

876.00 

038.48 

978.50 

547.00 

932.50 

544.61 


49,862,074.681 


1.791,170.42 


51, 653, 245. 10| 


Summary  of  all  classes  of  service  in  operation  June  SO,  1897. 

• 

Hnmber  of  routes 82,491 

Length  of  rentes miles..  470,032.07 

AnnnAl  rate  of  expeiiditnre $49,862,074.68^ 

Homber  of  miles  traveled  per  anuam 420, 850, 479. 36 

^ of  cost  per  mile  traveled cents..  11.84 

^  of  cost  per  mile  of  length $106.08 

Arenge  nnmber  of  Mps  per  week 8.00 

167 
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Oomparison  with  the  report  for  Jane  30, 1896,  shows — 

P«rct 

Increase  in  routes number..                    379  or  1.18 

Increase  in  length  of  routes miles..            6,718.55  or  1.45 

Increase  in  annual  rate  of  expenditure $1, 869, 007. 10^  or  3. 89 

Increase  in  miles  traveled  per  annum 11;  462, 054. 91  or  2. 80 

Increase  in  rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cents . .                     .  12  or  1. 02 

Increase  in  rate  of  cost  per  mile  of  length $2.50  or  2. 41 

Increase  in  number  of  trips  per  week .11  or  1.29 

Number  of  contracts  drawn  in  duplicate  dnring  the  year 7, 246 

Proposals  received  during  the  year  under  general  advertise- 
ment   143,900 

Proposals  received  during  the  year  under  bulletin  advertise- 
ments   13,785 

MAIL  SERVICE  IN  DETAIL. 
STAR   SRRVICR. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  this  class  of  service  on — 

June  30, 1897,  was $5, 363. 903. 4U 

Number  of  routes 21,517 

Length  of  routes miles..  265,598.98 

Annual  travel do...  124,123,415.60 

Number  of  trips  per  week 4. 49 

Rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cents . .  4. 32 

Rate  of  cost  per  mile  of  length $20.19 

Comparison  with  the  report  of  June  30, 189G,  shows — 

An  increase  in  the —  l*er  c*. 

Number  of  routes 820   or  3.96 

Length  of  routes 4,045.44   or  1.54 

Annual  rate  of  expenditure 28,011.87^  or   .52 

Number  of  miles  traveled  per  annum 5, 330, 749. 94  or  4. 48 

Average  number  of  trips  per  week .13    or  2. 98 

While  a  decrease  is  shown  in  the  rate  of  cost — 

P^r  mile  traveled Tcnts..  .17   or  3.78 

Per  mile  of  length .21    or  1.03 

In  considering  the  figures  of  the  star  service  for  the  past  fiscal  year,  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  beginning  July  1, 1896,  a  separate  appro- 
priation was  provided  for  <^  Regulation,  screen,  or  other  wagon  service." 
Prior  thereto  regulation  wagon  service  was  paid  for  out  of  the  star 
appropriation,  and  screen  wagon  service  was  paid  for  out  of  the  mail- 
messenger  fund. 

These  remarks  apply  equally  to  the  consideration  of  Tables  O  and  £. 

The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $5,354,000. 

The  sum  reported  by  the  Auditor  as  expended,  so  far  as  shown  by 
accounts  stated  to  September  30,  1897,  is  $5,313,300.77,  leaving  an 
unexpended  balance  of  $40,699.23.  From  this  amount,  however,  must 
be  deducted  all  accounts  chargeable  to  the  appropriation  for  that  year 
which  had  not  been  stated  by  the  Auditor  up  to  September  30, 1897. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  on  July  1, 1897,  under  contracts  made 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  for  the  performance  of  star  service  from  July 
1, 1897,  to  June  30, 1901,  in  the  first  contract  section,  embracing  the 
States  of  Maine,  !New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia,  was  $1,105,033.51,  a  decrease 
in  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  service  in  the  same  section  on  Jane 
30, 1897,  of  $125,643.73i. 
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The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  was: 

ulyl,  1897 $5,265,144. 

eptember  30,  1897 5,307,834.65 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $5,450,000. 

Owing  to  the  reduction  in  cost  under  the  last  general  letting  of  senr- 
3e  as  above  noted,  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  an  unexpended 
lalance  at  the  end  of  the  current  year  of  at  least  $100,000. 

The  amount  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
899,  is  $5,495,000,  being  $45,000,  or  0.82  p^r  cent,  more  than  the  appro- 
iriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

The  number  of  bids  for  carrying  the  mails  received  under  the  general 
dvertisement  issued  last  year  was  143,900;  the  number  of  routes 
Deluded  in  the  advertisement  was  5,770;  the  average  number  of  bids 
eceived  for  each  route  being  30. 

The  reletting  of  service  in  the  first  contract  section  resulted  in  a 
eduction  in  annual  cost  of  $125,643.73.  This  represents  a  saving  of 
502,574.92  during  the  contract  term  of  four  years.  Notwithstanding 
his  large  reduction  in  cost,  the  new  contracts  provide  for  an  increase 
1  the  number  of  miles  of  annual  travel  of  over  4  per  cent  more  than  was 
overed  by  the  contracts  which  expired  June  30,  1897.  The  increase 
ist  year  of  5,330,749  miles  of  travel  in  star  service  is  one  of  the  results 
f  the  constant  attention  that  has  been  given  this  branch  of  mail 
ransportation,  which  is  of  so  much  importance  to  rural  districts. 

The  general  advertisement  issued  September  15, 1897,  and  now  pend- 
ng,  invites  proposals  for  carrying  the  mails  during  a  term  of  four  years, 
beginning  July  1, 1898,  on  all  the  star  routes  in  the  fourth  contract 
ection  (embracing  all  the  States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Mississippi 
tiver  except  Minnesota,  Iowa,  and  Missouri).  This  advertisement  con- 
emplates  an  increase  of  169  routes,  of  420  miles  in  length  of  routes 
nd  of  2,704,878  miles  in  annual  travel,  an  increase  in  the  latter  item 
f  over  6  per  cent. 

In  order  to  secure  the  cooperation  of  postmasters  throughout  the 
ountry  to  aid  this  office  in  improving  the  mail  service,  a  notice  was 
Qsert^  in  the  monthly  Postal  Guide  for  last  February  (which  monthly 
Hide  goes  to  every  post-office  in  the  United  States)  inviting  all  post- 
masters to  submit  suggestions  looking  to  the  improvement  in  mail 
ransportation  to  and  from  their  respective  post-offices,  to  which  numer- 
us  replies  were  received.  With  the  same  object  in  view  this  office, 
rhen  preparing  the  general  advertisement  of  mail  routes  each  year, 
olicits  by  circuliir  letter  suggestions  from  postmasters  on  the  routes 
ffected.  The  information  derived  from  these  sources,  together  with 
hat  secured  from  a  careful  examination  of  the  postal  business  at  the 
everal  post-offices  on  each  route,  considered  in  connection  with  the  cost 
f  maintaining  the  route,  has  better  enabled  this  office  to  provide  addi- 
ional  i)ostal  facilities  where  needed  and  at  the  same  time  to  dispense 
rith  some  service  found  to  be  no  longer  necessary. 

One  of  the  essentials  to  good  service  on  star  routes  is  so  to  adjust 
he  time  schedules  as  to  make  close  connections  with  railroad  or  other 
ontes.  Postmasters  are  expected  to  keep  the  Department  advised  of 
hnnged  conditions  that  make  new  schedules  desirable,  but  it  is  found 
hat  they  are  not  always  mindful  of  this  duty.  To  secure  an  improve- 
ment in  this  respect  instructions  were  issued  to  the  division  superin- 
endents  of  the  Railway  Mail  Service  to  study  all  changes  in  mail-train 
chednles  with  reference  to  the  effect  such  changes  would  have  upon 
ependent  star  routes,  and  to  submit  recommendations  for  the  adoption 
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of  new  schedules  on  sacb  star  routes  whenever  the  cirenmstanoes 
required  that  action.  In  this  way  delays  at  connecting  points  have 
been  avoided. 

Much  thought  has  been  given  to  the  formulation  of  some  plan  that 
would  secure  a  more  thorough  inspection  of  the  star  service.  It  was 
finally  decided  to  assign  a  number  of  assistant  superintendents  of  the 
Kailway  Mail  Service  to  this  work,  taking  up  the  service  in  certain  States 
in  a  systematic  manner,  and  making  personal  examination  of  the  more 
important  routes.  This  was  done  too  recently  to  admit  of  any  report 
being  made  at  this  time  as  tb  the  benefits  derived,  but  it  is  believed 
that  it  will  result  in  the  discontinuance  of  service  found  to  be  unneces- 
sary by  reason  of  changed  conditions  since  such  routes  were  established; 
in  the  rearrangement  of  many  routes  so  as  to  reduce  the  mileage  with- 
out impairing  the  efficiency;  in  the  adoption  of  new  schedules  that  will 
make  better  connections  with  mail  trains  and  other  routes,  thereby 
advancing  the  mail;  in  the  discovery  and  correction  of  irregularities  in 
the  nature  of  violation  of  contract  obligations  on  the  part  of  contractors; 
in  improved  methods  of  preparing  and  pouching  mail;  in  preventing 
the  accumulation  in  post-offices  and  consequent  withdrawal  from  the 
service  of  mail  bags,  locks,  and  other  equipment;  and  in  that  general 
improvement  of  the  service  which  must  always  result  from  a  close  per- 
sonal supervision.  These  officers  will  also  continue  the  inspection  of 
mail-messenger  service  which  this  office  has  been  conducting  through 
the  Kailway  Mail  Service  for  the  past  two  years,  with  very  satisfactory 
results  in  the  way  of  reduced  expenditures. 

Pursuant  to  the  recommendation  made  in  several  of  the  reports  ot 
this  office  for  previous  years,  Congress,  by  act  of  March  3,  1897, 
amended  section  413  of  the  Revised  Statutes  so  as  no  longer  to  require 
the  making  of  certain  reports  to  Congress  relative  to  the  details  of  con- 
tracts made  for  carrying  mails,  abstracts  of  proposals  received,  routes 
established,  allowances  made,  curtailments  effected,  fines  imx)08ed  on 
and  deductions  made  from  the  pay  of  contractors,  etc.,  reports  involv- 
ing much  labor  in  the  preparation,  but  having  in  them  so  little  of  value 
to  the  general  public  that  Congress  has  not  seen  fit  to  have  them  pub- 
lished for  a  number  of  years  past. 

Alaska. — The  importai)  t  discoveries  of  gold  in  Alaska  along  the  upper 
Yukon  Eiver,  and  in  the  Klondike  region  on  the  Canadian  side,  have 
continued  to  attract  unusual  interest  to  that  section  of  country.  The 
last  annual  report  of  this  office  referred  to  the  arrangements  that  had 
been  made  for  the  supply  of  Circle  City,  Alaska,  from  Juneau,  and 
gave  the  contractor's  description  of  the  difficulties  he  encountered  in 
performing  his  first  trip.  Beports  have  been  received  showing  the 
I)erformance  of  four  of  the  five  round  trips  required  by  contract  between 
Juneau  and  Circle  post-office  from  June  1  to  November  10, 1896,  and 
three  and  a  half  of  the  four  round  trips  required  by  a  second  contract 
from  November  1, 1896,  to  May  31,  1897,  although  the  latter  were  not 
completed  within  the  period  named.  A  subsequent  contract  was  made 
for  service  over  the  same  route  (a  distance  of  over  900  miles),  one  round 
trip  a  month  for  one  year,  beginning  with  July,  1897.  All  of  the  mail 
contracts  for  this  route  have  provided  for  carrying  letter  mail  only, 
but  a  contract  was  made  for  carrying  mail  matter  of  all  classes  by 
steamer  to  Circle  via  the  mouth  of  the  Yukon,  three  steamers  sailing 
from  San  Francisco  and  two  from  Seattle  during  the  season  of  naviga- 
tion of  1897. 

An  international  exchange  has  been  established  between  Dyea, 
Alaska,  and  Dawson  City,  Canada,  and  a  joint  arrangement  made  be- 
tween this  Government  and  Canada  for  the  transportation  of  the  muls 
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between  those  two  post-offices,  one  round  trip  a  month  for  one  year, 
beginning  with  September,  1897.  Dawson  City  being  near  the  gold 
fields,  the  last-named  arrangement  will  be  advantageous  to  the  many 
American  citizens  who  have  gone  into  that  district.  Under  existing 
agreements  mails  will  be  forwarded  from  Seattle  to  Juneau  by  steamer 
four  times  a  month  or  oftener;  from  Juneau  to  Dyea  by  steamer  at 
least  twice  a  month;  from  Dyea  to  Dawson  City  once  a  month,  and 
from  Juneau,  via  Dyea,  to  Circle  once  a  month.  It  is  probable  that  dog 
teams  and  sleds  will  be  the  only  practicable  means  of  carrying  the  mails 
daring  the  winter  on  the  two  routes  last  named.  In  the  general  ad- 
vertisement now  pending  to  provide  service  for  the  next  term  of  four 
years,  beginning  July  1, 1898,  proposals  have  been  invited  for  carrying 
the  mails  from  Juneau  (Alaska),  by  Dyea  (Alaska),  Dawson  City  (Can- 
ada), Forty  Mile  (Canada),  and  Fort  Cudahy  (Canada),  to  Circle 
(Alaska),  968  miles  and  back  once  a  montii ;  also  for  service  twice  a 
month  and  once  a  week;  the  Department  to  determine  what  frequency 
of  service  it  will  contract  for  when  the  bids  shall  have  been  received. 

SPECIAL  OFFICE  SERVICE. 

The  amount  exx)ended  for  this  class  of  service  during  the  year  ended 
June  30, 1896,  was  $25,719.28;  during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1897, 
$18,967.58. 

The  number  of  special  offices  on  June  30,  1897,  was  796,  with  an 
^gregskte  length  of  5,940.75  miles  and  an  annual  travel  (estimated  on 
the  basis  of  2.48  average  trips  per  week)  of  1,537,991  miles. 

The  rate  of  cost  per  mile,  based  on  the  above  estimate,  was  1.23 
cents. 

Comparison  with  the  previous  year  shows  : 

Per  ot. 

Decrease  in  rentes 554  or  41. 06 

Decrease  in  length  of  rontes miles. .      3, 512. 47  or  37. 15 

Decrease  iu  annual  rate  of  oxpenditnre $6, 761. 70  or  26. 29 

Decrease  in  miles  traveled  per  nnnnm Sll,  189. 12  or  34. 53 

Increase  in  rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cent . .  .  14  or  12. 84 

locrease  in  rate  of  cost  per  mile  of  length $0. 47  or  17. 27 

Increase  in  average  number  of  trips  per  week .  10  or   4. 20 

The  compensation  of  this  class  of  service  is  limited  by  law  (Bev. 
Stat.,  sec.  3971)  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  two  thirds  of  the  salaries 
paid  to  the  x>ostmasters  at  the  several  offices  supplied,  the  postmasters 
being  authorized  to  secure  such  frequency  of  service  as  may  be  practi- 
cable for  that  sum. 

The  expenditures  for  this  service  are  chargeable  to  and  included  in 
the  estimate  for  star  service. 

Special-office  service  is  regarded  as  but  a  temporary  arrangement  for 
the  supply  of  newly  established  ])ost-offices  that  are  not  on  or  near  the 
lines  of  existing  rontes,  and  as  soon  as  the  new  office  shows  a  number 
of  people  to  be  supplied,  or  an  amount  of  mail  to  be  carried  that  will 
justify  such  action,  regular  contract  service  is  provided  for  its  supply. 
The  large  decrease  in  the  extent  of  these  special-office  routes,  as  noted 
above,  is  due  to  the  fact  that  they  have  been  superseded  by  a  superior 
grade  of  service. 

8TKAMBOAT  SERVICE. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  this  service  on  June  30,  1897,  was..     $426, 389. 55 

Nomber  of  rontes 153 

Length  of  routes miles..        17,274.31 

Annual  travel do....  3,749,823.50 

Bate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cents. .  11. 37 

Average  number  of  trips  per  week 2*  OS 
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Oomparison  with  the  previous  year  shows: 

Perct 

Increase  in  the  number  of  rontes 15  or  10.87 

Increase  in  the  length  of  rontes miles..      4, 488. 62  or  35. 10 

Increase  in  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure $7, 610. 02  or  1. 81 

Increase  in  the  annual  travel miles..  121, 978. 32 or  3.36 

Decrease  in  the  rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cent . .  .  17  or   1. 47 

Decrease  in  the  average  number  of  ti*ips  per  week 64  or  23. 52 

The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  wa^  $400,000;  the  sum 
expended,  as  per  Auditor's  report,  $399,990.59,  leaving  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $9.41,  but  there  are  some  unadjusted  accounts  chargeable 
to  that  year  which  will  result  in  a  small  deficiency. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  on  July  1, 1897,  under  contracts  made 
during  the  fiscal  year  for  the  performance  of  steamboat  service  from  July 
1, 1897,  to  June  30, 1901,  in  the  first  contract  section,  was  $125,778.15, 
an  increase  in  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  service  in  the  same 
section  on  June  30, 1897,  of  $9,124.61. 

The  number  of  steamboat  routes  in  operation  on  July  1, 1897,  was  158. 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $400,000. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  was: 

Julv  1,1897 $436,255.89 

September  30, 1897 : 450,973.67 

It  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency  during  the  current  fiscal 
year  of  $30,000. 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  year  following  our  estimate  is  the 
same  as  for  last  year,  which  was  lower  than  any  appropriation  for  many 
years  previous.  It  was  thought  this  would  be  sufficient,  in  view  of  the 
tendency  for  some  time  past  toward  slightly  reduced  expenditures  in 
the  steamboat  service,  but  the  last  general  reletting  of  contracts,  taking 
effect  July  1, 1897,  resulted  in  an  increase,  and  some  new  service  has 
become  necessary,  not  contemplated  in  the  estimates,  notably  to  Key 
West,  Fla.,  and  to  Alaska,  which  will  make  unavoidable  a  deficiency 
this  year  and  a  larger  estimate  for  next  year.  The  general  advertise- 
ment now  pending  inviting  proposals  for  steamboat  service  in  the 
fourth  contract  section,  including  the  Pacific  Coast  and  Northwestern 
States,  from  July  1, 1898,  contemplates  an  increase  of  116,937  miles  of 
annual  travel,  principally  to  provide  more  frequent  communication  with 
Alaska. 

The  amount  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1899,  is  $170,000,  being  $70,000,  or  17.50  per  cent,  more  than  the 
appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  but  $40,000,  or  9.30  per  cent, 
more  than  the  appropriation  with  the  estimated  deficiency  added. 

MAI1>inC88ENORR  8KRVICB. 

The  annaal  rate  of  expenditare  for  this  class  of  service  on 

June  30,  1897,  was $941,364.41 

Number  of  routes 7,098 

Length  of  routes miles..  5,189.71 

Annual  travel do 9,788,029.04 

Rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cents..  9.61 

Average  number  of  trips  per  week 18. 13 

Comparison  with  the  previous  year  shows — 

Per  cent. 

Decrease  in  the  number  of  routes 79  or    1.10 

Decrease  in  the  length  of  rontes miles..  515.65  or    9.03 

Decrease  in  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure $234, 523. 78  or  19. 94 

Decrease  in  the  annual  travel miles..  2,700,705.93  or  21.62 

Decrease  in  the  average  number  of  trips  per  week 2. 91  or  13. 83 

Increase  in  the  rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cent .  •  •  20  or    2. 1 2 
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On  July  1, 1896,  screen- wagon  service,  heretofore  aecoanted  for  in 
connection  with  mail-messenger  service,  was  segregated  from  that 
appropriation  and  accounted  for  under  the  head  of  '*  Begulation,  screen, 
or  other  wagon  service,"  for  which  a  separate  appropriation  was  made. 

The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $1,130,000;  the  sum 
expended,  as  per  Auditor's  report,  $950,233.04;  leaving  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $179,760.96. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  was : 

July  1,  1897: 

Mail  mesaen ger $906, 818. 40 

Pncamatic  tube 20,  416. 00 

927,234.40 
September  30,  1897: 

Mail  messenger 902,218.44 

Pneumatic  tube 191,916.00 

1,094,134.44 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $1,000,000. 

The  appropriation  act  for  the  current  fiscal  year  roads  '^  For  mail- 
messenger  service  $1,000,000.  And  the  Postmaster-General  may,  in 
his  discretion,  tise  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $150,000  of  this  amount  in 
the  transx)ortation  of  mail  by  pneumatic  tube  or  other  similar  devices, 
by  purchase  or  otherwise."  The  estimate  allowed  but  $50,000  for  the 
pneumatic-tube  service,  and  while  Congress  increased  that  to  $150,000, 
it  did  not  increase  the  total  amount  appropriated.  The  Department, 
however,  understood  this  as  indicating  the  intention  of  Oongress  to  fur- 
ther extend  the  pneumatic-tube  system,  and  accordingly  contracts  were 
entered  into  which  would  absorb  the  larger  amount  during  tMs  year. 
The  result  of  this  is  that,  although  it  has  been  possible  to  make  reduc- 
tions  in  the  mail-messenger  service,  it  is  probable  that  there  will  be  a 
deficiency  for  the  current  year.  There  would  have  been  certainly  had 
the  tubes  been  put  into  operation  on  the  dates  contemplated  by  the  con- 
tracts, but  there  have  been  some  delays  which  will  reduce  the  expendi- 
tures out  of  this  year's  funds. 

The  amount  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1899,  ii 


For  mail-messeDger  service $960,000 

For  transportation  of  the  mail  by  pucumatio  tube  or  other  Himilar  devices, 
by  purchase  or  otherwise 225,000 

1, 176, 000 

Being  $175,000,  or  17^  per  cent,  more  than  the  appropriation  for  the 
current  fiscal  year. 

It  is  suggested  that  separate  items  for  mail-messenger  service  and 
pneumatic-^be  service  be  made  in  the  appropriation  act  next  year  as 
indicated  above,  as  they  are  distinct  classes  of  service.  The  establish- 
ment of  tube  service  is  not  likely  to  afi'ect  mail-messenger  routes, 
although  it  does  supersede  regulation  or  screen-wagon  service. 

PNEUMATIC  TUBES. 

The  appropriation  bill  for  the  last  fiscal  year  authorized  an  expendi- 
ture out  of  the  mail-messenger  fund  of  not  exceeding  $35,000  for  the 
transportation  of  mail  by  pneumatic  tube  or  other  similar  device.  The 
amount  actually  expended  was  $3,450. 

The  bOl  for  the  current  year  authorized  an  expenditure  for  this  pur- 
pose out  of  the  same  fund  of  not  exceeding  $150,000. 


174         REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

As  noted  in  last  year's  rex>ort,  there  was  at  that  time  bnt  one  pneu- 
matic tube  in  use  in  the  postal  service  in  this  coautry.  That  was  in 
Philadelphia,  between  the  general  post-office  and  substation  20,  located 
in  the  Bourse  Building,  operated  at  a  cost  to  the  Department  of  $3,450. 
Since  then  fbxir  more  contracts  for  tube  service  have  been  executed, 
as  follows: 

November  27, 1896,  with  the  Pneumatic  Transit  Company,  for  a  com- 
bined pneumatic-tube  and  wagon  mail  service  in  Philadelphia  between 
the  post-office,  the  Pennsylvania  liailroad  Station,  and  the  Beading 
Terminal  Station,  the  letter  and  other  small  mail  matter  to  be  earned 
through  the  tubes  and  the  more  bulky  mail  by  wagon,  for  a  term  of 
four  years,  beginning  July  1, 1897,  at  a  compensation  of  $23,366  per 
annum,  of  which  $16,966  is  apportioned  to  the  tube  service  and  $6,400 
to  the  wagon  service. 

November  27, 1896,  with  the  United  States  Mail,  Package  and  Gen- 
eral Pneumatic  Delivery  Company,  for  pneumatic-tube  mail  service 
between  the  main  post-office  in  Brooklyn  and  the  main  post-office  in 
New  York  (over  the  Brooklyn  Bridge),  for  aterm  of  four  years,  beginning 
August  27,  1897,  at  a  compensation  of  $14,000  per  annum. 

March  25, 1897,  with  the  Tubular  Dispatch  Company  for  pneumatic 
tube  mail  service  in  New  York  City  between  the  main  post-office  and 
Station  P,  in  the  Produce  Exchange  Building;  also  between  the  main 
post-office  and  Station  H  (Forty-fourth  street  and  Lexington  avenue), 
via  Stations  D,  Madison  Square,  and  P,  for  the  term  from  October  ij 
1897,  to  June  30, 1901,  at  a  compensation  of  $148,500  per  annum. 

July  1, 1897,  with  the  Boston  Pneumatic  Transit  Company  for  a  com- 
bined pneumatic-tube  and  wagon-mail  service  in  Boston  between  the 
post-office  and  the  North  Union  Eailway  Station,  the  letter  and  other 
small  mail  matter  to  be  carried  through  the  tubes  and  the  more  bulky 
mail  by  wagon  for  the  term  from  October  1, 1897,  to  June  30, 1901,  at  a 
compensation  of  $18,000  per  annum,  of  which  $9,000  is  apportioned  to 
the  tube  service  and  $9,000  to  the  wagon  service. 

These  four  contracts  contemplate  the  use  of  the  same  kind  of  under- 
ground tube,  having  an  inside  diameter  of  about  8  inches,  through 
which  will  be  propelled,  by  compressed  air,  steel  carriers  6J  inches, 
inside  diameter,  by  21  inches  in  length,  in  which  the  mail  is  to  he 
placed;  the  tubes  to  admit  of  the  dispatch  of  these  carriers  at  inter- 
vals of  six  seconds,  if  desired,  each  carrier  to  have  a  capacity  for  about 
600  ordinary  letters,  thus  making  it  possible  to  transmit  through  the 
tubes  360,000  letters  an  hour.  The  tube  as  laid  is  double,  one  for  the 
transmittal  of  the  carrier  in  each  direction. 

The  contracts  in  force  contemplate  an  annual  rate  of  expenditure 
September  30, 1897,  of  $191,916.  Had  the  tubes  been  ready  for  opera- 
tion on  the  dates  named  in  the  contracts,  the  sifm  expended  during  the 
current  year  would  have  been  about  the  amount  appropriated  ($150,000), 
but  there  have  been  delays  in  construction,  etc.,  so  that  none  of  them 
were  ready  on  the  dates  fixed. 

The  first  of  the  pneumatic  tubes  put  into  operation  under  the  new 
contracts  was  the  one  circuit  in  New  York  between  the  main  post- 
office  and  the  Produce  Exchange,  which  was  completed  and  publicly 
tested  October  7, 1897.  This  tube  makes  a  circuit  of  7,800  feet  (3,900 
feet  each  way).  The  transmitter  was  set  for  the  dispatch  of  a  carrier 
every  ten  seconds;  the  carriers  held  about  600  letters  each,  and  were 
operated  with  a  steam  x)ressure  of  6  x)ounds.  The  success  which 
attended  the  opening  of  this  tube  is  promising  for  the  future  of  the 
pneumatic-tube  system. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  I  went  to  New  York  to  witness  the 
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opening  of  the  pneainatic-tabe  service  on  the  section  completed  from 
the  ]^ew  York  x)ost-office  to  Station  P  (Prodace  Exchange),  a  distance 
of  three-qaarters  of  a  mile,  as  I  stated,  which  opening  occnrred  Octo- 
ber 7, 1807. 

I  made  a  thorongh  examination  of  the  terminals  of  the  tnbe  system, 
both  in  the  New  York  post-office  and  in  the  Prodace  Exchange  Build- 
ing. While  I  had  some  conception  of  the  difficulties  attending  the 
laying  of  such  pipes  through  the  busy  streets  of  New  York  within 
the  time  specified  in  the  contract,  I  was  not  prepared  for  the  real  diffi- 
culties and  obstacles  that  had  to  be  surmounted. 

These  8-inch  brass  pipes,  after  entering  the  basement  of  the  post- 
office  building,  were  carried  by  proper  curves  around  large  pillars  over 
the  top  of  mailing  cases  near  the  ceiling,  dropping  again  under  the 
ventilating  shafts  5  or  6  feet  from  the  ceiling,  and  thus  by  a  circui- 
tous route  reached  the  proper  terminal  location  on  the  floor  above 
most  convenient  for  the  mailing  clerks.  The  work  had  been  carried 
forward  without  interrupting  the  force  of  clerks  in  the  New  York  post- 
office  or  delaying  public  business  and  without  any  permanent  injury  to 
the  public  building  itself. 

The  carriers  are  of  steel,  21  inches  long  and  about  7  inches  in  diam- 
eter, net,  being  much  larger  than  any  heretofore  used  in  this  country 
or  any  other. 

The  time  required  for  the  carriers  to  make  the  passage  each  way 
was  about  a  minute  and  a  half.  This  speed  could  be  increased  by 
increasing  the  pressure,  but  it  is  more  economical  to  run  the  machinery 
at  this  sj^ed  which  is  quite  rapid  enough  for  all  practical  purposes. 

The  machinery  operating  the  tube  is  of  the  most  recent  design  and 
well-nigh  automatic  in  its  operation  throughout.  The  compressed  air 
used  in  driving  the  carrier  is  also  available  for  the  operation  of  the 
machinery.  The  carrier,  filled  and  locked,  is  pushed  into  the  receiver, 
a  lever  is  pulled  back  with  a  light  force,  and  the  balance  of  the  work 
is  entirely  automatic.  The  carriers  are  promptly  dispatched  and  the 
machine  resets  itself  to  receive  the  second  carrier,  which,  if  promptly 
placed  in  position  and  the  lever  pulled  back  as  before,  will  await  the 
expiration  of  ten  seconds  before  it  can  be  started,  thus  preventing  too 
frequent  dispatch  of  carriers.  The  machinery  is  capable  of  being 
arranged  to  dispatch  carriers  every  six  seconds,  were  it  found 
necessary. 

These  carriers  were  not  only  a  complete  success  for  the  transmission 
of  first-class  matter,  such  as  letters,  but  equally  satisfactory  for  the 
carriage  of  packages  of  every  description,  including  a  full  suit  of  clothes, 
a  package  of  books,  a  large  live  cat  in  a  cotton  sack,  a  dozen  of  eggs, 
etc.  It  is,  therefore,  quite  possible  to  carry  second,  third,  and  fourth 
class  matter  as  well  a» first,  when  it  can  be  made  profitable.  When  the 
pneumatic-tube  service  is  extended  to  stations  several  miles  distant 
from  the  main  office,  a  continuous  stream  of  mail  can  be  received  direct 
on  the  mailing  counters  and  the  force  of  clerks  can  be  kept  continfiously 
busy,  thus  creating  a  saving  in  clerical  force  as  well  as  dispatching 
important  mail  from  the  outlying  districts  one  train  earlier  than  here- 
tofore in  many  instances,  thus  expediting  its  delivery  to  distant  cities 
fit)m  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours. 

The  most  important  source  of  revenue  to  the  Depai*tment  to  be  ex- 
pected from  the  tubular  system  will  be  the  large  increase  in  local  corre- 
6i)ondence,  and  special-delivery  letters  in  particular.  The  profit  on 
this  class  of  mail  matter  is  very  large,  and  the  increase  of  such  matter 
has  in  the  past  corresponded  to  the  increase  of  the  facilities  for  rapid 
ddivery.     For  instance,  the  local  wagon  service  in  New  York  was 
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increased  to  half-hourly  trips  some  years  ago.  The  aggregate  namber 
of  special-delivery  letters  in  1891  was  aboat  300,000;  in  1896,  about 
600,000. 

While  the  extension  of  the  tabular  system  will  necessarily  be  slow 
and  probably  confined  to  the  lai'ge  cities  and  populous  centers,  there  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  not  only  greatly  improve  the  local 
service  and  considerably  improve  the  service  in  general,  but  will  also 
become  a  very  important  source  of  revenue. 

It  is  expected  that  the  longer  tube  between  the  New  York  x)08t-office 
and  Station  H  (Forty-fourth  street  and  Lexington  avenue)  will  be  ready 
to  start  by  November  15, 1897,  and  the  one  between  New  York  aud 
Brooklyn  about  January  1, 1898. 

The  contractor  for  the  combined  wagon  and  tube  service  in  Boston 
between  the  main  x)ost-offlce  and  the  North  Union  Railway  station  began 
carrying  all  the  mail  temporarily  in  wagons  October  1, 1897,  and  expects 
to  start  the  tube  December  1, 1897. 

*  The  contractor  for  the  combined  wagon  and  tube  service  in  Phila- 
delphia, between  the  main  postofQce  and  Pennsylvania  Bailroad  Station 
and  the  Beading  Terminal,  began  carrying  all  the  mail  in  wagons  tem- 
porarily July  1, 1897,  and  expects  to  start  the  tube  about  January  1, 
1898. 

The  sum  estimated  for  pneumatic-tube  service  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1899,  is  $225,000,  being  $33,084  more  than  the  annual  rate 
now  under  existing  contracts,  which  will  probably  be  the  same  June 
30, 1898. 

A  separate  appropriation  for  this  item  is  suggested. 

REGULATION,   SCREEN,  AND  OTHER  WAGON  SERVICE. 

The  appropriation  bill  for  last  year  was  the  first  one  that  provided  a 
separate  appropriation  for  this  class  of  service.  Prior  to  that,  regula- 
tion-wagon service  was  paid  for  out  of  the  appropriation  for  star  routes, 
and  screen- wagon  service  was  paid  for  out  of  the  appropriation  for  miul- 
messenger  routes.  Both  regulation  and  screen  wagons  are  employed 
in  cities  for  carrying  the  mail  between  post-offices,  branch  offices,  rail- 
road stations,  and  steamboat  landings.  The  two  classes  of  service 
differ  only  in  the  style  of  wagon  used,  the  regulation  wagon  being  built 
in  accordance  with  detailed  plans  and  specifications  prescribed  by  the 
Department,  while  plans  and  specifications  are  not  prescribed  for  screen 
wagons,  although  the  advertisements  indicate  by  description  and  pho- 
tograph the  general  appearance  and  construction  required,  the  last 
general  advertisement,  now  pending,  specifying  for  the  first  time  the 
colors  and  style  of  painting  these  wagons,  in  order  to  secure  greater 
uniformity  of  appearance  than  has  heretofore  been  had. 

On  Jane  30,  1897,  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  this  service  was..    $703»  876.00 

Number  of  routes 171 

Length  of  routes miles..  1,521.18 

Annual  travel do 5,009,690.79 

Rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cents..  14.04 

Average  number  of  trips  per  week 81.66 

Comparison  with  the  previous  year  shows — ^ 

Perot 

Increase  in  the  number  of  routes 135  or  375 

Increase  in  the  length  of  routes miles..  499. 42  or  48.87 

Increase  in  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure $155, 256  or   28. 29 

Increase  in  the  annual  travel miles..  1, 686, 016. 77  or   50.72 

Increase  in  the  average  number  of  trips  per  week 0. 39  or     1. 24 

Decrease  in  the  rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cents . .  2. 46  or   14. 90 

^  The  previous  year's  statement  related  to  regulation- wagon  servioe  only,  and  did 
not  include  screen-wagon  service,  which  was  then  a  part  pf  t/k^  mail-Bseaaenger 

service. 
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The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $670,000,  which,  with 
the  sum  of  $40,000  appropriated  by  the  deficiency  act  approved  July 
19, 1897,  made  a  total  of  $710,000  available  for  regulation,  screen,  or 
other  wagon  service. 

The  snm  reported  by  the  Auditor  as  expended  is  $705,260.25,  leaving 
an  unexpended  balance  of  $4,739.75. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  on  July  1,  1897,  under  contracts 
made  during  the  past  fiscal  year  for  the  performance  of  wagon  service 
in  the  first  contract  section  from  July  1, 1897,  to  June  30, 1901,  was 
$440,169.91,  an  increase  of  $36,096.91  over  the  annual  rate  of  expendi- 
ture for  similar  service  on  June  30, 1897. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  was: 

Jnly  1,1897 $739,972.91 

September  30,  1897 771,077.91 

October  1, 1897 734,077.91 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $710,000.  It  is 
believed  that  owing  to  the  increase  in  cost  resulting  from  reletting 
service  in  the  first  contract  section,  taking  effect  July  1, 1897,  there  will 
be  a  deficiency  for  the  current  year  of  about  $25,000. 

The  amount  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1899,  is  $750,000,  being  $40,000,  or  5.63  per  cent,  more  than  the 
appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

Change  in  advertisement  of  wagon  service. — During  the  past  year  some 
changes  touching  the  liability  of  contractors  to  assume  additional  service 
during  the  contract  term  have  been  made  i^  the  advertisements  issued 
iDviting  proposals  for  wagon  service.  Formerly  the  advertisements 
gave  for  the  information  of  bidders  a  statement  of  the  service  then  in 
operation,  but  required  the  bid  and  contract  to  name  an  annual  compen- 
sation that  would  cover  all  service  of  the  kind  that  might  be  necessary 
during  the  contract  term,  whether  more  or  less  than  that  in  effect  at 
the  time  the  advertisement  was  issued.  In  other  words,  there  was  no 
change  in  the  contractor's  pay  whether  the  service  was  increased  or 
decreased,  the  bidders  being  warned  that  they  must  inform  themselves 
before  submitting  their  bids  as  to  probable  increase  or  changes  in  the 
service.  This  gave  rise  to  the  complaint  that  while  bidders  might  esti- 
mate the  additional  work  resulting  fiom  normal  growth  of  the  service, 
they  could  not  anticipate  radical  reorganization  of  i)ostal  facilities  in  a 
city,  such,  for  instance,  as  included  the  establishment  of  a  large  number 
of  branch  x)ost-office8,  especially  if  located  compamtively  long  distances 
firom  the  main  post-office  or  other  base  of  supply. 

The  result  was,  as  claimed,  that  the  bidder,  in  anticipation  of  large ' 
increases,  must  fix  the  amount  of  his  bid  so  high  as  to  be  more  than  a 
&ir  compensation,  in  some  cases,  for  the  service  actually  performed,  or 
if  he  fixed  his  bid  on  the  theory  that  there  would  not  be  material 
increases  in  service,  and  such  increases  did  occur,  he  suffered  a  hardship. 
To  overcome  this,  when  it  became  necessary  to  issue  a  bulletin  adver- 
tisement last  spring  for  wagon  service  in  Philadelphia,  and  later  in 
Boston,  a  reduction  was  made  in  the  contractor's  liability  to  assume 
new  service;  and  in  issuing  the  general  advertisement  for  wagon 
service  in  the  fourth  contract  section,  September  15, 1897,  a  similar 
"poMisy  was  adopted,  the  important  feature  of  which  is  that  while  the 
contractors  will  be  required  to  perform,  without  extra  compensation, 
such  additional  service  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the  points 
named  in  the  advertisement,  they  will  not  be  called  ui)on  to  carry  the 
mail  to  or  from  any  additional  mail  station,  railroad  station,  steamboat 
landing  or  point  of  exchange  with  an  electric  or  cable  car.    It  is  thought 
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that  this  change  fixes  a  basis  for  bidding  which  is  fairer  to  the  bidders 
as  well  as  to  the  Department. 

Collection  and  distribution  wagons. — ^The  experiment  with  collection 
and  distribntioD  wagons,  mentioned  in  last  year's  report,  has  been  con* 
tinned  in  Washington  and  New  York,  one  wagon  in  each  city.  These 
are  large  wagons,  fitted  up  with  cases,  racks,  a  table,  and  postmarking 
pads  (similar  to  those  in  a  railway  postal  car),  and  manned  with  clerks 
to  distribute  mail  as  rapidly  as  it  is  coUectea  from  street  letter  boxes 
and  mc^il  stations  which  the  wagons  visit,  and  to  prepare  it  while  in 
transit  for  dispatch  by  the  next  outgoing  mail  train  with  which  the  wagon 
connects.    It  has  been  ascertained  that  such  a  wagon  will  handle  a  large 

Juantity  of  mail  in  the  business  section  of  a  city  and  expedite  its 
eUvery  at  destination,  as  compared  with  the  slower  method  of  carrying 
the  mail  in  bulk  from  street  letter  boxes  and  other  points  of  collection 
to  the  main  post-office,  there  to  meet  with  the  delay  of  handling,  dis- 
tributing, and  reshipping  to  railroad  stations;  but  the  question  to  be 
determined  is  whether  it  would  be  practicable  to  perform  all  theoollee- 
tion  service  in  a  city,  or  in  a  certain  section  of  a  city,  with  these  wagons 
without  an  increase  in  cost  that  would  not  be  warranted  by  the  expe- 
dition gained. 

It  has  been  thought  best  to  transfer  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  during  the 
current  month,  the  wagon  which  has  been  used  in  New  York  City,  in 
order  to  test  it  in  the  former  city;  the  wagon  now  used  in  Washington 
to  be  continued  there  for  the  present. 

A  complete  list  of  the  regulation,  screen  and  collection  and  distribu- 
tion wagon  routes  in  operation  June  30, 1897,  will  be  found  in  Table  £ 
of  this  report. 

RAILROAD  TRAKSPORTATION. 

The  annnal  rate  of  expenditure  for  railroad  transportation,  on  all 

routes  on  which  the  pay  was  a^usted,  on  June  30,  1897,  was $30, 171, 542. 69 

Number  of  routes 2, 587 

Length  of  routes miles..  173,475.23 

Annual  travel do 273,190,356.71 

Rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled cents..  11.04 

Average  number  of  trips  per  week 15. 14 

Comparison  with  the  report  of  the  previous  year  shows: 

Per  el 

Decrease  in  nnmber  of  routes 128  or  4.71 

Increase  in  length  of  routes miles..  681.23  or   .39 

Increase  in  annual  rate  of  expenditure $1, 229, 662. 22  or  4. 24 

Increase  in  annual  travel miles. .    4, 384, 082. 22  or  1. 63 

Increase  in  rate  of  cost  per  mile  of  travel cent. .  .  28  or  2. 60 

Increase  in  average  number  of  trips  per  vreek .  19  or  1. 27 

The  length  of  routes  on  which  the  pay  was  unadjusted  on  June  30, 
1897,  was  76.53  miles.^^ 

The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $28,000,000,  which  with 
the  sum  of  $1,000,000  appropriated  by  the  deficiency  act,  approved 
July  19, 1897,  made  a  total  of  $29,000,000  available  for  railroad  trans- 
portation for  that  year. 

The  sum  reported  by  the  Auditor  as  expended,  so  far  as  shown  by 
accounts  stated  to  September  30,  1897,  is  $28,878,390.11. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  payment  for  service  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30, 1897,  on  routes  on  which  the  pay  was  una<^u8ted  on 
that  date  will  amount  to  $3,826.50, 
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The  annual  rate  of  ezpenditare  for  railroad  transportation  in  the 
States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Gonnecticnt,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, Maryland,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia  on  June  30,  1897,  was 
$6,902,601.01.  The  result  of  the  regular  quadrennial  readjustment  of 
the  pay  for  railroad  tran8X)ortatiou  in  the  States  mentioned  for  the 
ensniDg  four  years,  based  on  a  reweighing,  under  orders  to  September 
3(1, 1897,  was  an  increase  of  $587,226.44,  or  8.50  per  cent,  making  the 
annual  rate  of  expenditure  in  those  States  on  July  1, 1897,  $7,489,827.45. 

The  total  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  railroad  transportation  was : 

Jiilv  1,  1897 $30,788,882.02 

8eptember30,  1897 80,787,458.66 

The  amount  reported  by  the  Auditor  as  withheld  from  the  Pacific 
railroads  on  account  of  transportation  is  $1,312,023.08. 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $29,000,000. 

The  amount  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
dOy  1899,  is  $30,350,000,  being  $1,350,000,  or  4.65  i)er  cent,  more  than 
the  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  and  $150,000,  or  0.49  per 
cent,  more  than  the  sum  estimated  for  the  same  period. 

Annual  increa$€  in  C99i  of  railroad  irantportaiion  for  thepa$t  ten  years. 


Fiscal  year. 


Annual 
expenditore. 


Increase. 


Per  <»nt. 


1887 
1888 
18» 
1890 
1691 


916,174,091.22 
17.528,599.80 
1,095.78 
»,231.56 
868.66 


1992 2i,  196, 329. 71 

im 25,716,606.85 

ISM 27,153,091.16 

18BS '  27,961.981.78 

18M 28,941,880.47 


\m 


30,171,542.69 


$1,853,908.68 
1,912,496.96 
1.428,136.77 
1,529,637.11 
1,797,461.06 
1,520,276,14 
1,436.486.31 
808, 840. 62 
979,948.69 
1.220,062.22 


8.37 
10.91 
7.84 
7.82 
8.02 
6.28 
5.58 
2.07 
8.50 
4.24 


Annual  increaee  in  (^ont  of  railroad  tramporiation  and  railroad  poeUoffice  care  comHned 

for  the  poet  ten  years. 


i 


Fiscal  year. 


Annual 
expenditnre. 


1»7 918,066,272.00 

IW 19,524,959.16 

18» i     21,639,613.33 

IMO 23,396,231.66 

Wl 26,183,713.82 


m 


27, 126, 529. 11 
28,910,196.80 
30, 868, 190. 01 
31,206,342.58 
32,405,797  17 
83, 876. 521. 19 


Increase. 


Per  cent 

of 
increase. 


91, 468, 687. 43 

8.13 

2,114,654.18 

10.83 

1, 755, 618. 33 

8.11 

1.788,482.19 

7.64 

1,942.815.29 

7.71 

1.788,606.19 

6.57 

1,447,994.71 

6.00 

847, 152. 57 

2.79 

1,200,454.69 

3.84 

1,470,724.02 

4.53 

SPECIAL  KACILITISK. 


h  submitting  the  estimates  for  several  years  past  this  office  has 
^leclined  to  include  the  item  of  '^  special  facilities,"  for  reasons  heretofore 
stated,  but  appropriations  have,  however,  been  made. 


180 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  this  service  on  June  30^  1S97,  was 
$170,932.50,  and  the  sum  was  expended  as  shown  in  the  following 
statement: 


No.  of 
ronte. 


109004 
113001 

114002 
114016 

118013 

121003 
124001 

124012 


Termini. 


New  York,  N.  T.,  to  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Philadelphia.  Pa.,  to  Washington,  D.  C. 


Railroad  company 


Waahingion,  D.  C,  to  Lynchburg,  Va. . 

Lynchburg,  Va.,  to  Danvilln  Junction  1 do 

(n.  o.),  Va.  I 

Danville  Junction  (n.  o.),  Va.,  to  At-  i do 

lanta,  Ga. 

Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  West  Point,  Ga 

West  Point,  Ga.,  to  Montgomery,  Ala. 


Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia,   Wilmington 

and  Baltimore. 
Southern , 


MUea. 


Montgomery,  Ala.,  to  New  Orleans,  La. 
Total 


Atlanta  and  West  Point. . . . 
Western    Railway  Co.  of 

Alabama. 
Louisville  and  Nashville  . . . 


90.05 
137.53 

173.13 
65.52 

400.40 

86.29 
85.72 

318.27 


Pay  per 

annum. 


911. 331.  IS 
17,191.25 

21.75S.00 
8,217.50 

51.175.00 

10,775.00 
10.703.75 

39,7<B.75 


170,93150 


The  appropriation  act  of  March  3,  1897,  contained  the  following 
paragraph : 

For  necessary  and  special  facilities  on  trnnk  lines  from  New  York  and  Washington 
to  Atlanta  and  New  Orleans,  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-eij;ht  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents :  Pravidedf  That  no  part  of  the  appro- 
priation made  by  this  paragraph  shall  be  expended  unless  the  Postmaster-General 
shall  deem  such  expenditure  necessary  in  order  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  postal 
service.  In  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General,  any  unexpended  balance  of 
the  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  for  necessary  and  special  facilities  on  trunk  lines,  may  be  used  for 
other  fast-mail  facilities. 

Under  the  authority  contained  in  the  last  clause,  orders  were  issued 
on  June  17, 1897,  providing  for  a  daily  fast  train  each  way  from  July 
1,  1897,  to  June  30,  1898,  between  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  Newton, 
Kans.,  a  distance  of  201.02  miles  on  the  line  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
and  Santa  Fe  Kaiiway,  at  an  annual  rate  of  expenditure  of  $25,000. 
This  road  was  selected  because,  upon  conference  with  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  committees  and  with  officers  of  the  Department,  it 
was  found  that  your  predecessor  had  practically  agreed  that  the  addi- 
tional appropriation  provided  in  said  act  should  be  so  applied. 

The  balance  referred  to  above  is  reported  by  the  Auditcfr  to  be 
$38,599.30. 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $171,238.75. 

No  estimate  is  submitted  for  the  next  fiscal  year. 

The  service  in  general  will  be  better  if  the  special  facility  appropria- 
tion is  discontinued. 

ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE  CAB  SERVICE. 

The  appropriation  bill  for  last  year  made  a  separate  item,  for  the  first 
time,  ^^for  tpansportation  of  mail  by  electric  and  cable  cars  on  routes 
not  exceeding  20  miles  in  length."   The  sum  appropriated  was  $150,000. 

The  amount  expended  was  $139,734.81.  The  annual  rate  of  expendi 
ture  on  June  30,  1897,  was  $183,038.43. 

The  appropriation  bill  for  the  current  year,  approved  March  3, 1897, 
reads  as  to  this  item  as  follows: 

For  inland  transportation  of  mail  by-eleotric  and  cable  cars  on  routes  not  exceed- 
ing twenty  miles  in  length,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars :  Provided,  That 
the  rate  of  compensation  to  be  paid  per  mile  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  now  received 
by  companies  performing  s<aia  service;  and  the  Postmaster-General  shall  report  to 
Congress  at  its  next  regiuar  session  the  prices  paid  for  such  service. 
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When  this  office  came  to  apply  this  law,  some  difficalty  was  ezx)eri- 
encecl  in  determining  just  what  rates  it  contemplated  shonld  be  paid, 
for  the  following  reasons: 

Electric  and  cable  car  mail  service  is  divided  into  two  classes :  First. 
That  in  which  the  Department  has  the  exclusive  use  of  certain  car 
space  in  which  to  transport  the  mail,  handling  and  distributing  it 
while  in  transit  by  employees  of  the  Department.  This  may  be  called 
street  x>ostaI-car  service.  Second.  That  in  which  the  mails  are  carried 
in  closed  pouches  in  charge  of  employees  of  the  car  company,  no  dis- 
tribution being  made  in  transit.    This  is  known  as  closed-pouch  service. 

On  July  1, 1890,  the  Department  had  applied  a  uniform  rate  to  all  the 
street  postal-car  service  then  in  operation,  based  on  the  space  used  and 
the  miles  traveled.  There  was  little  doubt  that  this  was  the  rate  for 
that  class  of  service  contemplated  by  the  act  of  March  3, 1897,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  between  the  date  on  which  that  rate  was  applied 
and  the  date  the  law  was  enacted  the  Department  had  been  enabled  to 
secure  some  service  for  a  short  time  at  lower  rates  and  in  two  cases 
gratuitously:  but  in  respect  of  closed-pouch  service  there  was  more 
difficulty  in  determining  the  true  intent  of  the  law,  because  the  greater 
part  of  the  service  in  operation  at  the  time  said  law  was  passed  was  not 
on  any  uniform  basis  as  to  rates,  much  of  it  having  been  established 
under  special  agreement  in  each  case  or  as  railroad  mail  service,  accord- 
ing to  weight,  regardless  of  frequency  of  trips ;  but  in  establishing  new 
service  after  July  1, 1896,  and  up  to  the  time  the  law  was  enact^  the 
Department  had  been  applying  a  uniform  rate,  based  on  the  distance 
traveled,  and  this  was  accepted  as  the  rate  intended  by  the  law  for  that 
class  of  service. 

This  construction  was  affirmed  by  the  Comptroller  upon  a  case 
referred  to  him  by  the  Auditor,  and  thereupon  the  compensation  for  all 
electric  and  cable  car  service  was  readjust^  from  July  1, 1897,  on  these 
nniform  rates,  subject,  however,  to  special  agreements  at  lower  rates  in 
a  few  cases  of  closed-pouch  service  where  the  value  of  the  service  ren- 
dered was  not  considered  to  warrant  the  payment  of  maximum  rates. 

The  rates  now  in  force  are  as  follows : 

SERVICE  IN  INDEPENDENT  MOTOR  GARB. 

For  space  not  exceeding  16  feet  in  length,  full  width  of  car,  three- 
fourths  of  a  cent  per  linear  foot  per  mile  traveled. 

For  additional  space  in  excess  of  16  feet  in  length,  up  to  20  feet, 
inclusive,  three-eighths  of  a  cent  i)er  linear  foot  per  mile  traveled. 

For  additional  space  In  excess  of  20  feet  in  length,  three-sixteenths 
of  a  cent  per  linear  foot  per  mile  traveled. 

.SERVICE  IN  TRAILER  CARS. 

For  space  not  exceeding  20  feet  in  length,  full  width  of  car,  three- 
eighths  of  a  cent  per  linear  foot  per  mile  traveled. 

For  additional  space  in  excess  of  20  feet  in  length,  three-sixteenths 
ot  a  cent  x>er  linear  foot  per  mile  traveled. 

RATES  FOR  SERVICE  IN  CLOSED  POUCHES  (without  reference  to  space). 

Annnal  pay. 

For  line*  performing  service  not  to  exceed  2,000  car  miles  a  year $150. 00 

for  lines  perioiming  over  2,000  and  not  to  exceed  3,500  car  miles  a  year 175. 00 

I'V  lines  ]>erforming  over  3,500  and  not  to  exceed  5,000  car  miles  a  year 200. 00 

For  lines  performing  over  5,000  and  not  to  exceed  8,333  car  miles  a  year 250. 00 

f'or  lines  performing  ovei  8.333  car  miles  a  year  (per  car  mile) .03 

Note. — The  above  rates  contemplate  that  the  apartment  cars  shall  be  famished 
with  the  necessary  tixtnres,  liglited,  heated,  painted,  an<l  lettered,  in  accordance  with 
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plans  furnished  by  the  Department,  and  include  transportation  in  the  mail  apart- 
ment of  clerks  actually  engaged  in  distribution,  messengers  accompanying  registered 
mail,  post-office  inspectors  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  such  carriers  as  are 
necessary  for  and  actually  engaged  in  ^'routing"  mail;  and  will  also  include  trans- 
portation of  post-office  inspectors  and  agents  of  the  Post-Office  Department  in  pas- 
senger cars  actually  carrying  United  States  mail  either  in  closed  pouch  or  by  tnuler 
cAr  or  apartment. 

Table  F^  accompanying  this  report  gives  in  detail  by  routes  all  elec- 
tric and  cable  car  service  in  operation  June  30,  1897,  <and  Table  F'  the 
service  in  operation  July  1, 1897. 

The  increase  in  annual  expenditure  resulting  fi*om  readjusting  this 
service  on  a  uniform  basis  July  1,  1897,  was  940,129.71. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  this  service  July  1, 1897,  was 
$223,168.14,  being  within  $27,000  of  the  appropriation  for  the  current 
year.  There  are  now  on  file  in  this  office  139  applications  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  new  service  of  this  character,  most  of  them  meritoriouSi  the 
establishment  of  which  in  some  cases  would  supersede  star  routes  and 
thus  improve  the  mail  facilities  at  a  small  net  increase  in  cost;  but  the 
limited  amount  of  the  appropriation  renders  it  impossible  to  act  od 
much  of  it  during  the  current  year.  The  sum  estimated  as  necessary 
for  the  next  fiscal  year  is  $375,000,  being  $125,000  more  than  the 
appropriation  for  the  current  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  if  service  were  placed  on  the  lines  for  which 
applications  are  now  on  file  in  this  office,  the  annual  rate  for  this  class 
of  service  would  be  increased  about  $85,000. 

RAILWAY  MAIL  SERVICK. 

The  details  of  the  operation  of  the  Eailway  Mail  Service  are  set 
forth  in  the  report  of  the  General  Superintendent  made  to  this  Bureau, 
to  which  your  careful  attention  is  invited.  I  will  therefore  merely 
mention  briefly  the  following  subjects: 

Extent  of  service. — At  the  close  of  the  last  fiscal  year  there  were  1,239 
lines  of  traveling  post-offices  (railway,  steamboat,  and  electric  and 
cable  cars),  covering  161,988.27  miles  in  length;  the  number  of  clerks 
employed  was  7,602 ;  the  annual  miles  of  travel  by  them  was  178,730,672; 
adding  to  this  the  c)osed-i>onch,  and  express-pouch  service,  the  grand 
total  of  miles  traveled  was  282,829,026.  The  number  of  whole  cars  or 
apartments  in  use  or  in  reserve  was  3,513. 

Distribution. — The  amount  of  mail  handled  was  11,571,540,680  pieces 
of  ordinary  matter,  and  16,256,663  pieces  of  registered  matter,  besides 
462,469,640  pieces  of  city  mail  distri  buted.  The  accuracy  of  the  railway 
post-office  clerks  in  distributing  the  mail  is  shown  by  the  record  last 
year  of  but  one  error  to  11,960  pieces  correctly  distributed,  an  increase 
in  proficiency  of  21.51  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  This  is  greatly 
to  the  credit  of  the  clerks,  and  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  the  Depart- 
ment.  It  is  shown  that  during  the  past  ten  years  the  amount  of  mail 
handled  has  increased  77.2  per  cent,  while  the  working  force  has 
increased  but  48.6  per  cent,  and  the  pieces  of  mail  handled  correctly  to 
each  error  in  distribution  has  increased  from  3,694  to  11,960. 

Case  examinations, — These  are  held  to  test  the  fitness  of  the  clerks  to 
accurately  and  properly  distribute  the  mail  which  is  assigned  to  them. 
There  were  19,686  examinations  of  permanent  clerks  last  year.  They 
distributed  22,007,386  cards,  of  which  98.45  per  cent  were  separated 
correctly.  The  probationary  clerks  in  1,392  examinations  handled 
1,234,052  cards,  distributing  97.41  per  cent  of  them  correctly. 

Casualties. — The  record  showing  589  casualties,  last  year — 14  clerks 
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kiUedy  33  seriously  injared,  and  75  slightly  injured  while  on  duty — is  dis- 
tressing. The  number  of  deaths  exceeds  that  of  any  other  year  id  the 
history  of  the  service,  notwithstanding  that  great  care  has  been  exer- 
cised in  later  years  to  secure  the  best  equipment  possible  in  postal  cars 
and  to  provide  every  safeguard  against  accidents.  The  General  Super- 
intendent of  the  Bailway  Mail  Service  urgiBS  legislative  action  for  the 
relief  of  clerks  injured  and  of  the  families  of  clerks  killed  while  on 
duty,  and  submits  the  draft  of  a  bill  having  that  object  in  view.  This 
is  a  subject  deserving  the  closest  attention  of  Congress  to  the  end  that 
some  relief  be  afforded.  If  it  should  not  be  thought  wise  by  the  legis- 
lative body  to  adopt  the  bill  in  the  form  submitted,  there  should  be, 
at  least,  no  hesitation  in  the  adoption  Of  some  plan  which  would  include 
in  its  provisions  the  payment  of  the  funeral  expenses  of  those  postal 
clerks  who  may  be  killed  while  employed  in  the  Government  service, 
limiting  the  amount  to  three  months'  pay. 

Beekuaifieation  of  the  Bailway  Mail  Service. — As  this  subject  was 
b^ore  Congress  at  its  last  session  and  favorably  passed  upon  by  the 
Senate,  I  presume  it  will  again  be  taken  up  by  the  next  Congress. 
Attention  is  invited  to  the  remarks  of  the  General  Superintendent  on 
this  subject  in  his  report,  in  which  I  concur. 

The  remarkable  progress  in  developing  higher  grades  of  service  in 
railway  post-offices  in  the  past  fifteen  years  shows  conclusively  the 
reasonableness  of  a  demand  for  legislation  recognizing  the  changed 
conditions.  The  salaries  and  classification  of  railway  postal  clerks 
have  stood  still  during  all  these  years  of  progress.  Fifteen  years  ago 
there  were  crews  of  5  men,  now  crews  of  20  to  25  men  with  6  postal  ears 
and  vastly  more  responsibility  imposed  on  clerks  in  charge.  Hence 
men  of  greater  ability  and  experience  are  required.  The  salaries  of  men 
in  railway  postal  cars  are  less  than  men  of  equal  ability  receive  as  post- 
masters in  any  of  the  principal  post-offices  of  the  country.  The  service 
is  exacting,  hazardous,  and  expensive — a  physical  and  mental  strain. 

The  salaries  named  in  the  bill  seem  altogether  reasonable. 

Imprav€ment8,--rThe  new  and  improved  service,  in  the  way  of  full 
railway  x>ost-office  cars  and  apartment  cars  last  year,  is  one  of  the  indi- 
cations of  advancement  in  this  branch  of  the  service^  covering  as  it  did 
22,717  miles,  a  greater  mileage  than  for  any  other  year  but  one  of  the 
past  seven  years,  and  exceeding  the  average  during  that  period  by 
5,836  miles. 

Keoammendatums. — I  approve  of  the  General  Superintendent's  recom- 
mendations that  that  part  of  the  distribution  of  city  mail  in  the  railway 
postal  cars  which  is  now  done  by  clerks  detailed  from  iK>st-offices  be 
assumed  by  the  Bailway  Mail  Service,  and  that  the  work  now  done  in 
street  postal  cars  in  the  cities  by  the  railway  postal  clerks  be  assumed 
by  clerks  from  the  city  post-offices  under  the  supervision  of  the 
postmaster. 

I  also  commend  the  legislation  recommended  by  the  General  Superin- 
tendent to  punish  those  persons  who  attempt  to  enter  a  postal  car  by 
violence,  or  who  assault  a  railway  postal  clerk  while  in  the  discharge  of 
bis  duties  as  such. 

I  concur  in  the  renewal  of  the  recommendation  for  legislation  requir- 
ing publishers  of  newspax)ers  to  make  such  primary  separation  of  their 
papers  and  periodicals  for  mailing  as  the  Postmaster-General  may 
direct. 

I  recommend  the  enactment  of  a  law  for  the  reclassification  of  the 
Bailway  Mail  Service  such  as  was  passed  by  the  Senate  during  its  last 
senion. 
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NEWSPAPER  MAIL. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  proper  disposition  of  second- 
class  matter  other  than  regalar  editions  of  daily  newspapers,  in  order 
that  the  legitimate  revennes  of  the  Department  may  be  increased,  I 
invite  your  earnest  attention  to  the  possible  increase  of  revenue  by 
such  a  modification  of  the  postal  laws  and  regulations  as  will  insure 
to  the  Government  a  monopoly  of  carrying  legitimate  second-clas^  mat- 
ter, as  is  now  the  case  in  regard  to  first-class  matter.  The  excessive 
cost  of  carrying  letters  to  sparcely  settled  districts,  to  the  Pacifie 
Coast,  and  to  Alaska  must  be  compensated  for  by  the  profit  of  carry- 
ing them  for  very  short  distances  in  the  States  and  cities  densely  popa- 
lated.  There  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  great  bulk  of 
legitimate  newsx)apers  carried  by  the  Government  at  great  loss  to 
remote  places  should  be  permitted  to  be  taken  away  from  the  mails  by 
railroad  and  express  companies  whenever  there  is  a  short  haul  that 
would  make  the  carriage  of  them  profitable  to  the  Government.  The 
carriage  of  newspapers,  packages,  etc.,  by  railroads  and  express  com- 
panies may  have  been  justified,  perhaps,  years  ago,  when  the  Bailway 
Mail  Service  was  less  efficient;  but  with  our  present  facilities,  such  as 
may  easily  be  obtained,  I  am  convinced  that  the  Department  can  and 
should  carry  the  great  bulk  of  newspaper  matter  that  has  been  for 
years  withheld  from  the  mails  and  sent  in  baggage  cars  and  special 
express  trains. 

The  necessity  of  increased  revenue  is  so  apparent  that  I  resolved  to 
make  a  notable  test  of  this  matter  in  the  case  which  I  will  bring  to  your 
attention  at  some  length. 

For  some  time  past,  dating  back  eight  or  ten  years,  several  of  the 
leading  Sunday  papers  in  New  York  have  combined  together  and  have 
chartered  a  special  train,  leaving  New  York  at  2.10  a.  m.,  reaching 
Washington  at  7.40  a.  m.,  carrying  an  immense  bulk  of  newspax)er  ma^ 
ter  for  intermediate  points  as  well  as  for  Washington.  Thistrain,  while 
solely  in  charge  of  railway  officials  and  newspaper  men  between  Kew 
York  and  Washington,  was  carrying,  I  discovered,  by  permission  of  the 
Department,  packages  of  newspapers  which  entered  the  mails  at  Wash- 
ington, and  were  taken  up  regularly  by  the  Railway  Mail  Service,  and 
carried  to  points  South  and  West,  the  weight  of  such  matter  being  reg- 
ularly certified  to  the  postmaster  at  Washington. 

For  many  reasons,  this  service  appeared  to  me  to  be  irregular  and 
unsatisfactory. 

An  immense  amount  of  second-class  matter  originating  in  New  York 
is  profitable  to  the  Government  on  a  short  haul  like  this,  while  it  is 
very  unprofitable  on  a  long  haul  to  distant  points. 

The  Department  may  not  require  railway  companies  to  put  on  a 
special  train  without  compensation  therefor,  but  it  has  the  right  to 
require  that  mails  shall  be  carried  on  every  train  regularly  scheduled. 

There  was  evidently  enough  business  originating  in  New  York  to  jus- 
tify a  train  at  this  early  hour  in  the  morning.  Therefore  I  felt  justified, 
on  behalf  of  the  Department,  in  demanding  the  natural  revenue  that 
would  accrue  to  the  Department  from  legitimate  mail  service  on  such 
train.  In  the  conference  with  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  it  was 
arranged  that,  beginning  October  10, 1897,  this  fast  train  should  be  reg- 
ularly scheduled ;  that  it  should  be  open  to  all  newspapers  of  the  city 
of  New  York  as  well  as  to  the  few  leading  newspapers  that  heretofore 
had  charge  of  it;  that  it  should  forward  ]m)>ortant  mail  which  had 
accumulated  after  the  9  o'clock  p.  m.  train  had  left,  together  with  all  of 
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the  midnight  collections  of  mail,  so  that  it  would  become  of  importance 
to  the  Department  not  alone  on  accoant  of  the  newspaper  matter  car- 
ried, but  as  well  on  aoconnt  of  the  first-class  matter  which  might  be 
collected,  as  stated. 

To  msnre  the  Government  the  revenue  from  this  service  I  insisted 
that  no  express  matter  shall  be  given  the  same  expedition  as  the  mail. 

This  train  was  saccessfully  run  as  a  mail  train  October  10, 1897. 
The  newspaper  mail  alone  taken  on  at  New  York  was  75.442  pounds, 
and  at  Philadelphia  11,368  pounds,  in  all  86,810  pounds,  yielding  a 
revenue  to  the  Department,  at  1  cent  per  pound,  of  $868.10.  At  this 
rate  the  net  profit  to  the  Government  from  this  train  would  be  $15,000 
to  $20,000  annually. 

RAILWAY   POST-OFFICE   CARS. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  full  railway  post-office  cars  in 
service  on — 

June  30,  1897,  was $3,704,978.50 

NnmberofTontea 228 

LeDg:th  of  routes miles..  39,493.58 

Comparison  with  the  previous  year  shows — 

Perot 

Decrease  in  the  nnmber  of  routes 9  or  3. 79 

Increase  in  the  length  of  routes miles. .        1, 800. 56  or  4. 55 

Increaaein  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure $241, 061. 80  or  6. 95 

The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  93,400,000.  The  sum 
reported  by  the  Auditor  as  expended,  so  far  as  shown  by  accounts 
stated  to  September  30, 1897,  is  $3,360,869.82,  leaving  an  unexpended 
balance  of  $39,130.18. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  railway  post-office  cars  in  the 
States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts,  "Rhode 
Idand,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  West  Virginia  on  June  30,  1897,  was 
1947,764.20.  Under  orders  to  September  30,  1897,  there  was  an 
increase  of  $687.92  for  service  going  into  effect  on  July  1, 1897,  making 
the  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  this  service  in  the  States  above 
named  on  that  date  $948,452.12. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  was — 

Julyl,  1897 $3,770,138.17 

September  30,  1897 3,815,507.27 

The  amount  reported  by  the  Auditor  as  withheld  from  the  Pacific 
railroads  on  account  of  railway  post-office  car  service  is  $265,549.24. 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  $3,600,000. 

The  amount  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1899,  is  $3,870,000,  an  increase  of  $170,000,  or  4.72  per  cent,  over 
the  amount  appropnated  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

RAILWAY  POST-OFFICK  CLERKS. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditure  for  railway  post-office  clerks  on-^ 

June  30, 1897,  was $7,782,547.00 

Nnmber  of  clerks 7, 002 

Comparison  with  the  previous  year  shows — 

Per  ct. 

loereaae  m  the  nnmber  of  clerks 194  or  2. 61 

iDcreaaeiii  the  annual  rate  of  expenditure $188, 170  or  2. 47 

The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $7,739,000;  the  sum 
expended,  as  per  Auditor's  report,  $7,729,838.39. 
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The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  98,100,000. 

The  amount  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June^, 
1899,  is  $8,467,000,  being  $367,000,  or  4.53  per  cent  more  than  the  appro 
priation  for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

MAIL  EQUIPMENTS. 

The  total  expenditure  for  mail  bags,  with  their  appurtenances  and 
repair,  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1897,  was  $341,958.47;  the 
appropriation  was  $345,000,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $3,041.53. 
For  details  see  Table  !N. 

The  total  expenditure  for  mail  locks  and  keys,  including  repair  of 
same,  was  $44,842.10 ;  the  appropriation  was  $45,000,  leaving  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  $157.90.    For  details  see  Table  O. 

The  total  expenditure  for  rent  and  maintenance  of  mail  bag  and  lock 
repair  shop  was  $7,744.04,  out  of  an  appropriation  of  $8,500,  leaving  an 
unexpended  balance  of  $755.96.    For  details  see  Table  P. 

Comparison  with  the  previous  year  shows  an  increased  expenditure 
of  $72,130.79,  or  26.73  per  cent,  for  mail  bags,  etc. ;  of  $5,774.72,  or 
14.78  per  cent,  for  mail  locks  and  keys,  and  a  decreased  expenditure  of 
$117.02,  or  1.48  per  cent,  for  rent  and  maintenance  of  repair  shop. 

The  appropriations  for  the  current  fiscal  year 


For  mail  bags,  mail-bag  catchers,  etc $320,000 

For  mail  locks  and  keys,  etc 45,000 

For  mall-bag  and  lock  repair  shop 8,500 

Total 373,500 

The  amounts  estimated  as  necessary  lor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30, 1890,  are— 

For  mail  bags,  etc $275, 000 

For  mail  locks  and  keys,  etc 48, 000 

For  mail-bag  and  lock  repair  shop 8, 500 

Total 331,500 

Being  $42,000,  or  11.24  per  cent,  less  than  the  appropriation  for  the 
current  fiscal  year. 

The  sum  asked  for  mail  bags,  etc.,  is  $45,000,  or  14.00  per  cent,  less 
and  the  amount  estimated  for  mail  locks  aud  keys  $3,000,  or  6.66  per 
cent,  more  than  the  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  The 
estimate  for  mail-bag  and  lock  repair  shop  is  the  same. 

The  number  of  bags  of  all  kinds  purchased  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  was  229,171,  at  a  cost  of  $214,654.63. 

The  number  of  bags  made  in  the  shop  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was 
9,170;  the  nnmber  repaired,  1,465,107,  and  the  number  condemned  as 
unfit  for  further  service,  111,46(>. 

The  number  of  bags  and  pouches  handled  at  the  Washington,  D.  C, 
storehouse  was  7,197,603,  and  at  the  eight  division  depositories 
24,598,828. 

Contracts  for  pouches  and  sacJcs, — On  December  15, 1896,  an  advertise- 
ment was  issued  inviting  proposals  for  furnishing  mail  pouches  and 
sacks  of  the  several  kinds  specified  for  a  term  of  four  years,  beginning 
April  1, 1897,  to  supersede  the  old  contracts  expiring  the  day  previous, 
this  being  the  regular  quadrennial  letting  of  contracts  for  such  mail 
equipment.  Bids  were  opened  Febrnary  1, 1897,  and  awards  made  Feb- 
ruary 5.  A  complete  list  of  the  contracts  expiring  March  31  and  of 
those  taking  effect  April  1, 1897,  showing  names  of  contractors,  articles, 
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and  prices,  appears  in  Table  M  of  this  report.  The  prices  nuder  the  new 
contracts  are  very  much  lower.  Based  on  the  number  of  ])oaclie8  and 
sacks  fnmished  during  last  fiscal  year,  the  new  contracts  will  eft'ect  a 
saving  of  $48,348,  or  22  per  cent  per  annum. 

The  same  table  also  shows  the  contracts  made  for  supplies  for  the 
mail-equipment  shops  to  be  furnished  during  the  current  fiscal  year, 
under  the  advertisement  issued  April  5, 1897,  as  well  as  the  contracts 
for  similar  articles  furnished  last  year,  the  contracts  for  such  supplies 
being  made  for  one  year  only. 

Mail  catchers. — There  are  10,520  railroad  stations  in  the  United  States 
at  which  mails  are  taken  onto  the  trains  by  means  of  mail  catchers  and 
cranes  while  the  train  is  in  motion,  and  the  bag  of  mail  to  be  delivered 
is  thrown  from  the  car  to  the  ground  or  platform.  By  this  method  the 
mail  is  often  damaged  or  destroyed,  and  the  safety  of  persons  standing 
D^ir  is  endangered.  The  need  of  some  better  system  of  exchanging 
maUs  at  such  points  is  apparent.  In  1895  the  Department  advertised 
for  devices  for  this  purpose.  Of  thirty-five  models  submitted  four  were 
selected  as  the  most  meritorious,  and  in  1896  the  various  railroad  com- 
panies were  requested  to  adopt  some  one  of  the  four.  Subsequently 
questions  arose  as  to  the  validity  of  certain  patents  involved  and  delays 
occurred.  £^cently,  after  additional  tests,  the  Department  selected 
two  of  the  four  devices  as  being  satisfactory  and  presented  to  the  rail- 
road companies  the  choice  of  adopting  either  of  them. 

The  following  circular  letter  addressed  to  the  railroad  companies 
gives  fortber  iidbrmatlon  as  to  action  taken : 

Post-Office  Department, 
Second  Assistant  Postmaster-Genehal, 

Waahingtoiiy  October  1,  1S9/. 

Dear  Sir:  On  the  11th  of  March,  1896,  a  circular  was  issned  by  tho  Post-Office 
Department,  signed  by  James  K.  White,  General  Superintendent  Railway  Mail  Serv- 
iee,  a  part  of  which  I  quote  as  follows : 

"In  February^  1895,  the  Department,  as  is  customary  at  stated  intervals,  issued 

an  advertisement,  under  which  those  who  had  constructed  devices  for  the  deliverj 

and  receipt  of  mail  while  the  trains  were  in  motion  were  invited  to  submit  their 

mentions  to  the  Department.    A  large  number  of  such  devices  were  submitted 

in  accordance  with  the  advertisement,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the 

Postmastf'r-Geueral  to  examine  them — to  give  them  practical  tests — for  the  pur- 

pote  of  determining  whether  any  of  them  would  fully  meet  the  requirements  of  the 

Department  by  overcoming  the  defects  in  the  present  system  of  catching  and  deUv- 

erii^  the  mails. 

"This  committee  was  composed  of  experte  who  had  grown  up  in  the  service  and 
vere,  consequently,  competent  to  determine  the  value  of  each  device  submitted. 
Thev  traveled  fi*om  point  to  point,  after  having  examined  all  the  devices,  and  Heleeted 
those  they  believed  would  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  and  subjecteil  thone 
selected  to  practical  test  by  placing  them  in  position  and  experimenting  with  them 
with  trains  mnning  at  different  rates  of  8])eea,  starting  with  a  low  rate  and  running 
Qp  to  60  miles  per  hour. 

''Foot  of  the  devices  submitted  were  found  to  work  satisfactorily,  no  matter  at 
^hatrate  of  speed  the  train  was  mnning  or  the  weight  of  the  mail  which  was  sus- 
pended from  the  crane  or  discharged  from  the  railway  post-office.  These  four,  which 
the  Department  has,  after  mature  deliberation,  decided  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
Venice,  are  as  follows : 

"The  Fleming  mail  catcher  and  deliverer.  Address:  The  Fleming  Mail  Catcher 
Company,  Erie,  Pa. 

"The  Hanss  mail  catcher  and  crane.  Address:  The  Hauss  Iron  Mail  Crane  Com- 
pany, New  Albany,  Ind. 

"liie  Winsor  combined  catcher  and  delrverer.    Address:  C.  B.  Winsor  &  Co., 

Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

•*The  Ayars  mail  catcher  and  deliverer.    Address:  B.  D.  Ayars,  Chester,  Pa. 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  present  device  does  not  afford  that  accuracy  and 

security  in  delivery  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  mails  and  to  the  lives  and  limbs  of 

those  who  may  be  standing  in  close  proximity  to  the  point  of  delivery,  and  to  the 

farther  fact  that  such  casualties  as  have  occurred  on  this  account  in  the  past  have 


188 


REPORT   OF   THE  POSTBIASTER-GENERAL. 


mvolyed  the  Dopartment  und  the  oompanies  in  considerable  expense,  which  it  is 
believed  will  be  avoided  by  the  substitation  of  one  of  the  above  devices  for  the  one 
now  in  nse,  I  am  instructed  by  the  honorable  Postmaster-General  to  request  you  to 
adopt  one  of  the  four  devices  named  above,  and  to  substitute  the  one  you  adopt  for 
those  now  in  use  as  rapidly  as  renewals  are  required ;  that  is  to  say,  whenever  a 
crane  or  catcher  now  in  use  becomes  defective,  that  you  will  substitute  for  it  the  one 
of  the  four  devices  named  that  you  decide  to  adopt." 

Subsequent  to  the  issuing  of  this  circular  certain  questions  arose  as  to  the  validity 
of  one  or  more  patents  on  devices  recommended,  which,  in  part  at  least,  is  respon- 
sible for  the  fact  that  as  yet  the  railway  companies  have  not  been  inclined  to  take 
action  upon  the  reqpmmendations  of  the  Department,  nor  has  the  Department  felt 
justified  in  insisting  upon  such  action.  The  time  has  arrived  when  this  office  deems 
it  very  important  that  one  of  two  devices  which  have  proven  themselves  after  addi- 
tional tests  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  Department  should  be  adopted  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  These  devices  are  the  Fleming  mail  catcher  and  deliverer — ^address, 
the  Fleming  Mail  Catcher  Company,  Erie,  Pa.;  and  the  Ayars  mail  catcher  and 
deliverer — address,  Chester,  Pa. 

The  railway  companies  may  select  either  device  or  a  combination  of  the  two 
devices,  as  they  prefer. 

The  Government  will  not  be  liable  for  the  payment  of  any  royalty  on  the  inven- 
tions recommended,  but  such  royalty  will  be  fully  covered  by  an  agreement  entered 
into  between  the  owners  of  the  patents  and  the  companies  fiimishing  or  using  the 
invention. 

It  is  proper  to  say  that  this  office  has  endeavored  to  protect  railway  companies 
against  excessive  charges  by  requiring  each  of  the  companies  named  to  file  with 
this  office,  in  writing,  a  very  reasonable  maximum  price  beyond  which  they  will 
not  go  in  their  quotation  of  prices  to  railway  companies  desirinj^  to  purchase  or  use 
either  or  all  of  these  devices.  These  maximum  charges  are  strictly  confidential  in 
so  far  that  one  catcher  company  does  not  know  the  quotation  of  the  other,  but  any 
railway  company  interested  in  ascertaining  the  maximum  prices  named  in  the  paper 
confidentially  filed  in  this  office  will  be  furnished  the  same  on  application. 

The  necessity  of  securing  at  once  some  better  device  for  delivering  mail  from 
rapidly  moving  trains  has  so  impressed  itself  upon  this  office  in  the  past  few  months 
that  prompt  action  becomes  imperative. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  S.  Shallenbkrgbb, 

Second  Asfisiant  Pattmaster-General. 

Number  of  mail  bags  in  use, — Id  order  to  ascertain  approximately  the 
number  of  mail  bags  of  all  kinds  now  in  use,  a  statement  has  been  care- 
fully compiled  from  the  records  of  purchases  of  pouches,  sacks,  and 
material  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  from  the  total  number  has  been 
deducted  the  articles  condemned,  together  with  a  small  percentage  to 
cover  losses  in  transit,  etc. 

The  following  table  is  believed  to  represent  approximately  the  kind, 
size,  and  number  of  pouches  and  sacks  in  the  service  June  30, 1897,  the 
average  length  of  time  they  are  used,  the  number  to  be  replaced  each 
year,  and  the  cost  of  the  number  to  be  purchased  in  a  year  based  on 
existing  contract  prices: 


Articles. 


Poaches : 

No.2 

No.  8 

No.  4 

No.  5 

Through  registered  ponches : 

No.  1 

No.  2 

Catcher  pouches 

Hone  mail  bags : 

No.l 

No.  2 

No.  3 

Sacks  for  second,  third,  and  fourth  class  matter: 

No.l 

No.  2 

No.3 


Number  in 

service 

June  30, 

1807. 


64,064 
62,467 
46,548 
11.979 

2,4»5 

3,836 

29,146 

4.915 
1,456 
1,618 

416,711 
61,608 
45,271 


Oeneral 

average  of 

duration 

of  life. 


Tean. 


Number  t4>!<^^«^ 
berepla«d|.°^^. 


11 

11 

9 

9 

14 

U 

6 


15 

3 
4 
6 


5,878 
5,679 
5.172 
1,331 

178 

274 

4,858 

702 
208 
108 

138,904 

15,402 

7.545 


$14, 368. 18 

11,606.74 

8.849.81 

1,746.41 

1,501.21 
1.883.41 
6,962.49 


3,292.38 

863.20 
351.00 

83,272.96 
7.:i32.»l 
2,032.62 
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Kind,  •!>«,  and  numbtr  ofpotuiKet  and  $aek§  in  the  service  June  30, 1897 — Continued. 


Articlea. 


Ntimber  in 

•errioe 

June  SO, 

1897. 


General 

average  of 

duration 

of  life. 


Number  to 
be  replaced 
each  year. 


Cost,  baaed 

upon  ex* 

iatlng  oon- 

tract  rates. 


Inner  reciatered  aaoka : 

Ko.T 

No.  2 

No-3 

FDndgn  canvas  aacka :  i 

NoTo 

Ko.l 

Ka2 

No.3 

Foreign  regiatered  aacka: 

No.  ill!!III'!!!'! !!!!!!!!!]!!!!!!"]!!!!!! !!!!!!! 
No.2 

No.8 

Total 


57 

Teart. 

2.951 
121 

7 
9 

421 
14 

284.17 
7.49 

1,668 
15,856 

7,927 
12,595 

0 
8 

8 
8 

185 
1,919 

991 
1,575 

117.22 

1,002.68 

418.60 

471.55 

8,717 
9,403 
l,9(r7 
2,483 

10 
10 
10 
10 

872 
940 
190 
248 

249.24 

886.05 

82.30 

27.28 

810, 699 

193.094 

147,121.89 

DIVISION  OF  INSPECTION. 

This  division  is  charged  with  the  important  duty  of  enforcing  the 
proper  performance  of  mail  service  for  which  the  Department  has  con- 
tracted. To  this  end  regular  reports,  at  frequent  intervals,  are  received 
from  postmasters  and  other  employees  along  the  routes  over  which  the 
mails  are  carried.  Where  failures  or  irregularities  appear,  such  action 
is  taken  as  may  be  required  to  correct  them.  Deductions  are  made  from 
the  pay  of  contractors,  not  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  Department, 
hut  for  the  purpose  of  securing  efficient  service  for  the  public. 

The  brief  statement  given  below  as  to  the  deductions,  fines,  and  remis- 
sions conveys  no  adequate  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  results  accom- 
plished by  the  division  of  inspection. 

The  grofls  amount  of  dednotions  and  fines  from  the  pay  of  jiostal  contract- 
ors and  others  nnder  orders  issned  daring  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane 
30, 1897,  was $230,207.52 

The  amount  of  remissions  on  dednctions  on  account  of  satis- 
factory explanation  was $39,935.06 

The  amoant  of  remissions  of  fines  was 6, 903. 13 

46, 838. 21 

Leaving  the  net  amoant  of  dednotions  and  tines  under  orders  is8ue<i 
during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897 183,369. 31 

The  above  amounts  are  classified  as  follows : 

I)«dactions  and  fines : 

Railroad  service $160,657.32 

Starserrice 43,833.04 

Steamboat  service 18,260.59 

Mail  messengers 2,775.87 

Regulation,  screen,  or  other  wagon  servico 1, 730. 00 

Electric  and  cable  car  service 79. 28 

PoHtal  clerks 2,871.42 

Total  deductiouH  and  fines 230,207.52 

Bemissions : 

Railroad  service $43,987.63 

star  service 2,311.64 

Steamboat  service 429.01 

Hail  messengers 84. 13 

Regulation,  screen,  or  other  wagon  service 5. 00 

Postal  clerks 20.80 

46, 838. 21 

Leaving  the  net  amount  of  deductions  and  fines  under  orders 
issued  daring  the  fiscal  year 183,369.31 
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It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  as  compared  with  the  year  ending  Jmie  SO, 
1896,  there  is  a  very  large  decrease  in  the  gross  amount  of  railroad 
fines  and  deductions,  but  a  relatively  larger  decrease  in  remissions,  the 
net  amount  of  fines  and  deductions  from  the  pay  of  railroad  companies 
showing  an  increase  of  about  $10,000. 

The  causes  which  make  fines  and  deductions  necessary  are  so  maDy 
and  various  that  it  is  generally  difficult  to  draw  conclusions  from  a 
mere  comparison  of  figures,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  material  modiG 
cations  of  the  regulations  as  set  forth  in  the  Postmaster-General's  order, 
No.  382,  dated  June  13, 1896,  account  in  a  great  measure  for  the  marked 
changes  in  the  figures  for  the  year  just  ended. 

The  most  important  of  the  modifications  referred  to  are  those  which 
discontinued  the  practice  of  deducting  for  failures  to  connect  and 
require  deductions  for  all  service  not  actually  performed. 

FOREIGN  MAILS. 

The  details  of  the  foreign-mail  service  are  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Foreign  Mails  to  this  bureau,  to  which  attention  is 
invi'ied. 

The  sum  required  to  be  paid  on  account  of  the  transportation  of 
foreign  mails  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  was  $1,791,170.42, 
distributed  as  follows: 

Transatlantic  service $1, 106, 276. 42 

Transpacific  service 179,133.70 

Miscellaneons  service 395,935.28 

Panama  Railroad  Company 20,333.53 

Sea  post-office  service 36,297.87 

Sea  conveyance  from  the  United  States  of  closed  mail  of  foreign  ori^rin .  44, 716. 53 
Paid  to  foreign  countries  for  the  intermediary  transit  of  closed  mall  of 

United  States  origin 239,791.85 

Open  mail  of  United  States  origin 23,982.46 

Expense  of  United  States  agency  at  Shanghai 1, 975. 77 

United  States'  share  of  maintaining  the  International  Bureau  at  Beme, 
Switzerland,  including  subscription  to  the  Journal  TUnion  Postale 

and  the  Universal  Dictionary  of  Post-Offices 757.12 

Aggregate  cost 2,049,191153 

Less  amount  received  for  the  intermediary  transit  of  closed 

mail  of  foreign  origin $197,572.97 

For  intermediary  transit  of  open  mails  of  foreign  origin . .       52, 810. 03 
For  carrying  Cuban  mails  from  Havana,  Cuba,  to  Tampa, 

Fla 6,089.34 

Postage  stamps  sold  and  postage  collected  at  United  States 

postal  agency,  Shanghai 1,556.77 

258. 029. 11 

1,791,170.42 

The  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  $1,750,000  for  transpor- 
tation, which,  with  the  sum  of  $75,000  added  by  the  deficiency  act  of 
July  19, 1897,  made  $1,825,000  applicable  for  that  purpose.  The  appro- 
priation for  balances  due  foreign  countries  was  $120,000.  The  snms 
expended,  as  shown  by  the  Auditor's  report,  under  accounts  stated  to 
September 30, 1897,  were$l,703,018.77 for  transportation,  and  $107,080.42 
for  balances  due  foreign  countries. 

The  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year  for  foreign  mail  transporta- 
tion is  $1,836,000,  and  for  balances  due  foreign  countries,  $142,000.  In 
the  amount  for  transportation  is  included  not  exceeding  $80,000  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company,  and  not  exceed* 
ing  $40,000  for  transferring  the  foreign  mail  from  incoming  ships  in  New 
York  Bay. 
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The  amounts  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1899,  are : 

For  tiansportatioD $1,901,280 

For  balances  due  foreign  couutries 142, 000 

TBANSFEB  OF   MAIL   IN   NEW  TOBK  HABBOB. 

The  appropriation  bill  approved  last  March  authorized  an  expendi- 
ture of  ^^not  exceeding  forty  thousand  dollars  for  transferring  the 
foreign  mail  from  incoming  steamships  in  New  York  Bay  to  the  several 
steamship  and  railway  piers,  and  between  the  steamship  piers  in  New 
York  City  and  Jersey  City  and  the  post-office  and  railroad  stations." 
This  was  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  this  office  in  order  that  a 
special  mail  steamer  might  be  secured  to  meet  incoming  ocean  steam- 
ships at  Quarantine  in  New  York  Harbor,  receive  the  mails  from  th^n, 
and  transfer  the  same  as  quickly  as  practicable  to  the  New  York  post- 
office  and  to  the  several  railroad  stations;  the  mail  to  be  separated  on 
the  steamer  while  in  transit,  so  that  as  much  as  possible  of  the  through 
mail  might  be  forwarded  by  the  first  outgoing  train,  avoiding  the  delay 
and  labor  of  handling  it  in  the  New  York  post-office. 

This  appropriation  having  been  granted,  an  advertisement  was  issued 
inviting  proposals  for  providing  and  running  a  steamer  suitably  fitted 
np  for  that  purpose.  A  contract  was  made  with  the  Starin  Transpor- 
tation Lines,  by  the  terms  of  which  that  company  keeps  a  steamer  in 
constant  readiness  day  and  night  to  meet  all  incoming  mail  steamships 
of  the  American  Line,  the  Cunard,  Hamburg- American,  North  German 
Lloyd,  Generate  Transatlantique,  and  White  Star  lines  immediately  upon 
their  arrival  at  quarantine  and  to  transfer  the  mails  to  piers  within 
easy  reach  of  the  New  York  post-office  and  the  several  railroad  stations; 
the  contractor  fitting  up  and  furnishing  the  steamer  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  the  Department,  famishing  laborers  for  handling  the  mail 
under  the  direction  of  the  employees  of  the  Department,  and  providing 
an  extra  steamer  when  necessary  for  the  prompt  performance  of  the 
service.  The  contract  covers  a  term  of  four  years  beginning  July  1, 
1897,  the  compensation  being  $29,740  a  year.  The  intrc^uction  of  this 
new  feature  has  been  attended  with  very  gratifying  results,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  letter  from  the  postmaster  at  New  York : 

Post-Offick,  Netc  York^  X,  Y.,  September  SO,  1897. 

Sir  ;  With  reference  to  the  mail-transfer  service  by  steamboat  Peekakill,  inaugu- 
rated on  Joly  1  last,  I  have  to  report  that  the  results  so  far  have  shown  a  considera- 
ble improvement  on  the  old  method,  and  aa  the  working  of  this  new  system  becomes 
more  syntemaiic  and  regular  with  the  experience  which  at  first  was  lackins:,  as  in  all 
eiilirely  new  departures,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  the  very  best  and  quickest 
service  in  receiving  mails  at  this  port  and  dispatching  same  to  destination  without 
undue  delays. 

To  illustrate  the  benefits  of  this  transfer  service,  steamers  of  the  Cunard  Line  and 
of  the  White  Star  Line,  which  usually  carry  the  heaviest  mails,  were  selected,  with 
the  following  results: 

In  1895  seven  White  Star  steamers  and  seven  Cunard  steamers  brought  to  this 
port  12,924  mails  during  the  months  of  Julv  and  August,  and  the  total  time  elapsed 
between  the  receipt  of  these  mails  and  tneir  dispatch  to  the  principal  exchange 
offices  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  and  Mexico  was  seven  hundred  and  tifty-one 
hoars  and  eight  minntes,  counting  from  the  time  of  arrival  of  steamers  at 
Quarantine. 

In  1S97,  nnder  the  new  system  and  during  the  same  period,  July  and  August, 
seven  steamers  of  the  Cunard  Line  and  seven  of  the  White  Star  Line  brought  to  this 
port  14,551  mails,  and  the  total  time  elapsed  between  the  receipt  of  these  mails  on 
board  the  tender  Peekskill  at  Quarantine  and  their  dispatch  to  destination  from  the 
varioQH  depots  was  but  four  hundred  and  forty-seven  hours  and  twenty-seven  inin- 
ntes,  thus  showing  that  under  the  new  s^^stem  1,627  mails  more  were  handled  in 
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three  haudred  and  three  hours  and  forty -one  minates  less  time.  The  aTorage  flgiix« 
for  each  arrival  show  that  although  116  more  mails  were  received  by  each  of  these 
steamers  in  1897  the  mails  were  sent  to  their  destinations  twenty-one  hours  tnd 
forty- one  minute  sooner  than  under  the  old  system. 

These  figures  speak  for  themselvesv  but  as  before  stated,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
even  these  will  be  improved  upon  in  the  near  future,  and  that  this  service  irill 
recommend  itself  as  one  of  the  greatest  improvements  in  the  postal  service  tnd 
remain  a  permanent  part  thereof. 
Very  respectfully, 

0.  Van  Cott,  PoBtmrnsUr. 
Hon.  W.  S.  ShallenbergbH, 

Second  A$8istant  PostmcuUr-Generalf  Washington, D,  C, 

THE  UNIVBBSAL  POSTAL  UNION. 

The  fifth  Universal  Postal  Congress  was  in  session  in  this  city  from 
May  5  to  June  15, 1897.  Fifty-six  countries  were  represented,  there 
having  been  105  persons  in  the  congress.  An  interesting  account  of 
the  congress  is  given  by  the  Superintendent  of  Foreign  Mails  in  his 
annual  report.  The  conventions  and  arrangements  concluded  by  the 
Congress  of  Washington  will  go  into  efPect  January!,  1899,  at  which 
time  the  Universal  Postal  Union  will  include  every  government  in  the 
world. 

MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  FOR  THIS  OFFICE. 

Appropriation  for  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897 $1,000.00 

Amount  expended 992.52 

Appropriation  for  curreutfiscal  year 1,000.00 

Amount  estimated  as  necessary  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  dO,  1899. . .  1, 000. 00 

EXPENDITURES,   APPBOPBIATIONS,  AND  ESTIMATES. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  expenditures  for  the  past  fiscal 
year,  as  reported  by  the  Auditor,  as  shown  by  accounts  stated  to  Sep- 
tember 30,  1897,  the  appropriation  for  the  current  fiscal  year,  and 
estimates  of  amounts  required  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  for  each  item  of 
appropriation : 


ExpendJtares, 

fiscal  year 

ended  Jane  30, 

1897. 


$5,813,300.97 
390, 990. 59 
705,260.25 


Star  Borvioe, inoluding  Hpecial  offices. 

Steamboat  aerrioe 

Waffon  routes  (in  cities) 

Rai&oad  transportation '  28,878,390.11 

Bail  way  p08tK>mce  cars |  3, 360. 869. 82 

Bailway  post-office  clerics I  7,729,838.39 

Mail-messenger  service '  950, 233. 04 

Pneumatic  tubes  service | 

Electric  and  cable  cars 139, 734. 81 


'  Appropriations, 
I     nscaljear 
ending  diine  30, 
1898. 


$5,450,000.00 

400,000.00 

710, 000. 00 

29,000,000.00 

3,600,000.00 

8. 100, 000. 00 

a  1,000, 000. 00 


Estimates, 

flsoaljrear 

ending  Jane  30. 

1890. 


Necessary  and  special  facilities  on  tmnk  lines 

Mail  equipments 

Rental  of  canceling  machines 

Miscellaneons  exi>enses 


158,014.92 
391,468.98 

992.62 


{ 


250,000.00 
171,238.75 
638.509.30 
373,500.00 
7,500.00 
1,000.00 


Total  inland  service 48,028,094.35  |    49,101,838.05 

Foreign  mail  transportation  1,703,018.77   \    ^  ofui  nnn  oa 

Oceanic  Steamship  Company 80,000.00  J    i,»w>.uw.wi 

Balance  due  foreign  countries 107,080  42           142,000.00 


49,918,193.64 


51,079,838.05 


$5,406, 

470, 

750, 

30,350, 

8,870, 

8,467, 

050. 

225, 

875, 


009. 0» 

000. 90 
000.00 
000. 90 
000.00 

ooaoo 

000.00 
000.00 
000.00 


88i,soaoo 

9,500.00 
1. 000.00 


61,294,000.00 

1,901.260.00 

142,000.00 


68,837,200.00 


a  This  includes  $150,000  for  pneumatic  tubes. 

b  Unexpended  balauc«  of  appropriation  for  year  ending  June  80, 1897,  made  available  by  appRmria' 
tioD  act  of  March  3. 1897. 
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INCREASE  IN  EXPENDITURES  FOR  MAIL  TRANSPORTATION. 

The  following  table  shows  the  aggregate  expenditures  for  all  items 
under  the  supervision  of  this  Office  (including  foreign  mails)  by  fiscal 
years  from  1888  to  1897,  inclusive,  as  shown  by  the  Auditor^s  annual 
reports,  the  increase  in  amount,  and  the  per  cent  of  increase  for  each 
year  over  the  precedii>g  yeai : 


Year. 


1888 
1H80 


Expeitditures. 


29,900.328.79 

2.872.322.40 

34.688,131.01 


1891 87.490,073.53 

1892 39,708.508.95 

I8B3 42,328,825.44 

1884 44,694,264.01 


1895 
1896 
1897 


45,541,921.27 
47,  710. 827. 42 
49, 918, 103. 34 


Increaaed  ex- 
penditure over 
preceding  your. 


$1,444. 
2,771, 
2. 015, 
2,801, 
2.218, 
2,620. 
2, 365, 
847, 
2.168, 
2,207, 


786.89 
993.61 
809.21 
941.92 
525.42 
226. 49 
438.57 
657.26 
906.15 
365.92 


Per  cent. 


5.07 
9.27 
6.17 
6.07 
6.91 
6.60 
5.58 
1.8tf 
4.76 
4.62 


From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  in  expenditures  last 
year  over  the  preceding  year  was  4.62  per  cent,  being  a  smaller  per 
cent  of  increase  than  for  any  other  year,  with  one  exception,  of  the  last 
ten  years. 

The  aggregate  of  appropriations  for  this  office  for  the  current  year 
is  (51,041,238.75;  the  probable  deficiency  is  $500,000,  making  the  esti- 
mated expenditures  this  year  $51,541,238.75.  This  will  be  $1,623,- 
045.41,  or  3.25  per  cent  more  than  for  1897. 

The  estimate  for  next  year  is  $33,337,260,  which  is  $1,796,021,  or  3.36 
per  cent  more  than  the  estimated  expenditure  for  the  current  year. 


GLEBIGAL  FORCE. 

The  number  of  officers,  clerks,  and  employees  provided  for  this  office 
(iuclnding  the  Foreign  Mail  Office)  by  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  appropriation  act  for  the  current  fiscal  year  is  115,  and  the 
amount  of  their  salaries  is  $164,180,  which  is  substantially  the  same  as 
was  provided  last  year.  The  estimate  submitted  for  next  year  is  the 
Bame.  A  comparison  with  1883  shows  that  during  the  past  fourteen 
years  the  working  force  has  been  increased  but  4.54  per  cent  in  number 
and  2.97  per  cent  in  aggregate  amount  of  salaries,  while  the  volume  of 
business  transacted,  as  indicated  by  the  growth  of  mail-transportation 
mileage  in  this  country,  has  increased  during  the  same  period  99  per 
cent. 

TABLES  APPENDED. 

Accompanying  this  report  and  as  a  part  thereof  are  25  tabulated 
statements,  which  contain  in  a  concise  form  a  great  deal  of  information 
aud  interesting  matter  relating  to  mail  transportation.  They  are 
brietly  described  as  follows : 

Tablb  a. — Comparison  between  the  annnal  rates  of  expenditure  at  the  close  of 
the  two  preceding  years,  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year,  and  ttie  estimate 
for  next  year. 

Tabus  B. — Statement  showin^c,  by  States  and  contract  sections ,  the  length  of 
roates,  annual  rate  of  expenditure,  and  distance  traveled  in  each  class  of  service. 

Tablk  C. — All  railroad  and  railway  post-offlce  car  service  in  operation,  shown  in 
detail  by  States  and  routes. 

Tabue  D. — All  steamboat  service  in  operation^  shown  by  States  and  routes, 
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Tablb  E. — ^Regrnlation,  screen,  or  other  wagon  service,  in  detail  by  States  and 
routes. 

Table  F^ — ^AU  electric  and  cable  car  service  in  operation  June  30.  1897;  and 

Table  F'. — ^All  electric  and  cable  car  service  in  operation  July  1,  1897,  showing 
details  as  to  each  route. 

Table  G. — Statement  of  service  by  classes,  showing  the  extent  of  service  in  oper- 
ation June  SO,  1897,  and  1896,  respectively,  the  increase  or  decrease,  and  the  percent- 
age of  increase  or  decrease. 

Table  H. — Statement  of  weights  of  mails,  speed,  accommodations  for  mails,  pay, 
etc.,  on  railroad  routes  on  which  the  pay  was  readjusted. 

Table  I. — Statistics  of  railroad  mail  service  from  1836  to  1897. 

Table  K. — Increases  and  decreases  in  each  class  of  service,  by  States. 

Table  L. — Statement  showing  deductions  and  fines  imposed  and  remissions  made 
on  pay  of  contractors. 

Table  M. — Statement  of  contracts  for  mail  equipments  made  or  in  effect  during 
last  fiscal  year. 

Table  N. — Itemized  statement  of  the  number,  prices,  and  cost  of  all  mail  bags, 
and  the  cost  of  wa^es,  cotton  canvas,  leather,  and  other  material  paid  for  last  year 
out  of  the  appropriation  for  mail  bags,  etc. 

Table  O. — Expenditures  for  supplying  the  service  with  mail  locks  and  keys. 

Table  P. — Expenditures  for  repair  shop  for  mail  equipment. 

Table  Q. — Number  and  kind  of  bags  repaired  and  made  in  the  equipment  shop. 

Table  R. — Itemized  statement  of  work  done  in  the  mail-lock  shop  last  year,  and 
a  contrast  of  the  cost  of  the  same  with  the  cost  under  the  last  contract. 

Table  S. — Expenditures  for  mail  bags  1877  to  1897,  compaired  with  growth  of  the 
service  as  indicated  by  other  statistics. 

Table  T. — Mail  bags  received  at  and  issued  from  the  mail-bag  storehouse  m  this 
city  last  year. 

Table  U. — ^Mail  bags  repaired  and  condemed  1890  to  1897. 

Table  V. — ^Mail  bags  used  at  the  New  York  post-oflice  last  year. 

Table  W. — Mail  equipment  used  in  the  eight  grand  depository  post-offices. 

Table  X. — Work  done  at  the  mail-bag-repair  shop. 

Table  Y. — ^Number  and  kinds  of  bags  handled  in  the  mail-bag  storehouse. 

It  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  Batisfaction  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
fideli^  and  efficiency  of  the  clerical  force  of  this  Bareau^  which  is 
charged  with  the  responsibility  of  directing  the  disbursement  of  fifty 
millions  annaally. 

Since  the  civil  service  law  was  enacted  in  1883,  the  work  of  the 
Bureau  has  increased  in  round  numbers  100  per  cent,  while  the  aggre- 
gate amount  of  salaries  paid  has  increased  less  than  3  per  cent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  S.  Shallenbebgeb, 
Sei'ou'^  Assistant  Postmaster-GeneraL 
Hon.  James  A.  Gary, 

Fostmaster-  General. 
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E. — Begulaiian,  screen,  or  other  wagon  sertfioe  in  operatUm  June  SO,  2897. 

*  Kot  under  formal  oontraot.    t  Colleotion  and  distribution 


No.  of 
route. 


201011 


202001 
202002 


208001 


204002 
204011 
204012 
204013 
204014 


205001 


206011 
206012 
206013 
206014 


207002 
207003 

207004 
207005 
207011 
207013 
207014 
207015 
207016 
207017 


209001 
200011 


210001 

210002 
210011 
210012 
210013 
210014 


212011 


213001 
213002 
213003 


City  or  town. 


MAIHB. 

Lewis  ton  and  Auburn. 

NEW  HAMPSHUUI. 


♦Concord 
♦Dover  . . 


YBBMOMT. 


♦Butland 


MA8SA0HU8BTTB. 


Boston 

Pall  River . 
Lowell 

Springfield 
Worcester . 


BHODB  ISLAND. 

Providence 


CONNXCTICUT. 


Bridgeport . 
Hartford  ... 
Kew  Haven. 
Waterbury . 


NBW  TOBK. 


Buffalo  . . . . 
New  York. 


Brooklyn . . 
t  New  York. 

Albany 

Elmira 

Rochester . 

Syracnae  .. 

Troy 

♦Auburn  ... 


NBW  JEB8BT. 


Jersey  City 
Newark 


PENNSYLVANIA. 

PhiladelphU 


Pittsburg.. 
Allegheny  . 

Erie 

Harrisburg 
♦Easton 


DBLAWABB. 
Wilmington 


MAUTLAND. 

Baltimore 

Washington,  D.C.. 


Contractor. 


J.  L.  Yaden. 


P.  Haokett 
T.  Sherry.. 


W.GHman 


C.R.  Skinner. 
J.  L.  Yaden... 

do 

do 

do 


E.  Parr. 


J.  L.  Yaden 

H.  C.  Slavons... 
W.  B.  Catching. 
E.Parr 


B.  Frank  Crouse 

Utah,  Nevada  and  California 
Stage  Co. 

E.  A.  Chilton 

6. 0.  Travis  and  J.  H.  Atwood . 

E.Parr 

R.Y.Woodlief 

Weed  &  Decker 

J.  L.  Yaden , 

do 

A.  Meyer 


J.  B.  Colegrove. 
J.  L.  Yaden  — 


Utah,  Nevada  and  California 

Stage  Co. 
E.Parr 

B.  F.Dyer 

C.  P.  Haskins 

J.  L.  Yaden 

W.  Otto 


E.Parr. 


E.Parr 

do 

D.  L.  Coon  Sl  Co. 


Length. 


irOM. 
8.01 


.47 

.S8 


.85 


.88 


8.83 

2 

.58 
.25 
.55 


13.21 


2.90 


1.-05 

2.79 

11.84 

LOS 


16.71 


14.82 
839.03 

8.18 
3 

L18 
8.05 
6.17 
L82 
.12 
L02 


877.20 


18.67 
8.84 


20.81 


54.63 

n.42 

6.84 
8.25 
L37 
L72 


77.83 


4.88 


40.85 

8L92 

L78 

74.06 


Annual 
traveL 


MUB9. 

10,457.20 


Dolbn. 
1,W 


5,138.40 
3.883.44 


8,985.M 


8,998.72 


107,822.96 

18,304 

8.997.12 

8,952.25 

11,601.20 


148.677.53 


8,910.72 


4,904.84 
54,178.80 
95.550 

6,440.ri 


W- 


65,279.76 
1.258.008.80 

63,857.48 

8,589.12 

19,140.16 

81.714.80 

91.862.16 

88,241.84 

2,820.80 

3,488.40 


1,577,30L38 


88,542.92 
98,853.58 


181,888.60 


88.874.88 

52,009.52 

108.384.88 

82,788 

29,083.80 

8.478.92 


311,412.25 


8.12120 


109.74L88 
85,271 
8,602.88 

201,806.61 


m 


i,« 


S7,M0 
8M 

m 
i,i« 

1,«T 


41.  oa 


xm 


1.4B7 

2,3a 

1,8» 


180,074.16  I     8,79 


5,570 
192.000 

0.720 
4,800 

2,700 

1,7» 
3,000 
1,987 
1.0S 

en 


223,717 


7.( 


47.IB 

U.W 
S.540 
1,680 

\M 
1,560 


0l.4tt 


1,1« 


18.  TOO 

18,l«l 

l,t» 

80,881 
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B. — BsguUiiiat^  ecreen,  or  otKer  wagim  iervioe  in  operation  June  SO,  i^97*--Continaed. 

*Kot  andor  formal  oontzaei. 


«.of 
»ote. 


1001 

iOll 
1012 
1013 


BOU 


Mil 
8012 
8013 
8014 
8015 


0011 

0012 
0018 
0014 


1001 
!L011 
1012 
!10U 
tl014 

aoi5 


9011 
BOU 


SMll 
!24«12 


City  or  town. 


Y1BOIH14. 


BSchmoiitl 

Norfolk 

Alexandria 

'Fredericksburg 


WBSTTOtonnA. 
Martiiiabars 


XOBTH  CAKOLIMA. 


Aeheville . . . 
Charlotte . . . 
Greeneboro . 

Raleigh 

WilmiDgton 


SOUTH  CABOLDTA. 


Charl»iton . . . 

Ocrfumbia  — 
'Spartanburg. 
^GreeuTillo... 


GXOBOIA. 


Atlanta... 
Ameririie. 
Angnnla.. 
Macon  — 
Kome . . . . . 
Savannah. 


PLOBtDA. 


JackBonville. 
Tampa 


31013    Sefana 


MobUe 

Mun^omery. 


Mil 
MU 


MiaemoiFPi. 


Jackeon ... 
Vickslmrg. 


TBHHKBSBB. 


TOO] 
7002 
7011 
7012 


001 

on 

013 


Mempbii .... 
NasbviUo.... 
CbatUinooga . 
Knoxville.... 


KBTTUCKT. 


I^Mdarilla 
Lexington 
Padneah.. 


Contractor. 


J.  Sweenej 

W.  B.  Catching 
J.E.  Darling... 
S.  W.  Jonea.... 


J.  8.  Powell. 


B.  H.  Oolegrove. 

....do....r: 

S.G.  Profit 

B.  A.  Chilton  . . . 
W.  J.  Meredith . 


E.  A.CbIlton 

B.  H.  Cologrove... 

R.  D.  Blowers 

H.  P.  McCullough 


B.A.ChUtoii. 

do 

aG.Profflt... 
B.  A.Chilton. 
M.J.Boyd... 
J.  P.  Stewart. 


E.  A.  Chilton. 
J.F.Stewart. 


E.  A.  Chilton. . . 
W.  B.  Catching. 
B.  A.  Chilton. . . 


W.  B.  Catching. 
E.A.Chilton... 


J.  P.Stew«rt... 
E.A.  ChUton... 
J.  P.Stewart... 
W.B.  Catching. 


E.  A.  Chilton. 

do 

do 


Length. 

Annual 
traveL 

Annual 
pay. 

MUu. 

6.12 

16.31 

1.30 

1.08 

Miles. 

0.644.06 

168, 326. 60 

6,808.02 

8, 107. 84 

Dollart. 

2,086 

8,400 

000 

460 

24.00 

186,948.82 

7.746 

2.40 

0,586.40 

626 

1.25 
2.62 

.82 

.38 

2.38 

6,638.26 
7.909.92 
8. 282. 48 
1,339.53 
2,904.44 

688 

638 
638 
587 
744 

7.80 

22,068.61 

8,046 

6.87 

1.01 

.45 

1.40 

8.702.72 
0,051.76 
2,620.80 
4, 261. 92 

1,772 
628 
400 
676 

10.22 

25,637.20 

3,566 

2.84 

.72 

.87 

3.33 

1.25 

3.20 

10,167.06 
1.834.56 
2, 215. 20 

10, 042. 80 
3,809 
7.002.80 

1,880 
477 
066 

1,072 

637 

1,760 

11.71 

86,071.82 

6.888 

1.76 
.48 

0,711.75 
1,884.48 

1,641 
480 

2.23 

11,506.28 

2,032 

.63 

.58 

1.66 

2,307.76 
4, 663. 36 
4,463.16 

682 

650 
570 

2.77 

11,434.28 

1,820 

.87 
1.00 

2,251.08 
2,143.44 

620 
660 

1.46 

4,394.52 

1,080 

31.20 
1.88 
1.18 
3.30 

00,806.68 
0, 447. 36 
0,634.56 
7,293.62 

6.100 

1,942 

1,490 

028 

87.56 

87, 181. 12 

8,460 

0.50 
2.20 
2.70 

88,060 
10,112.06 
7,106.82 

6,000 
077 

14.40 

66,188.28 

8,160 
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REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER -GENERAL. 


E. — Regulation,  screen,  or  other  wagon  aervioe  in  operaUon  June  SO,  1SS7, 
*  Kot  under  fonual  contract,    t  Collection  and  distrlbation 


No.  of 
route. 


201011 


202001 
202002 


203001 


204002 
204011 
204012 
204013 
204014 


205001 


206011 
206012 
206013 
206014 


City  or  town. 


KAHTB. 

Lewiaton  and  Aubom. 

NBW  HAMPBHIBB. 


207002 
207003 

207004 
207005 
207011 
207018 
207014 
207015 
207016 
207017 


200001 
209011 


210001 

210002 
210(»11 
210012 
210013 
210014 


212011 


213001 
213002 
213003 


*Concord 
♦Dover  . . 


YBBlfONT. 


♦Rutland 


MASSAOHUSBITB. 


Boston 

Fall  River . 

Lowell 

Springfield 
Worcester. 


BHODB  ISLAND. 

Providence 


CONNECTICUT. 


Bridgeport . 
Hartford  ... 
Now  Haven. 
Waterbury . 


MEW  TOBK. 


Buffalo  . . . . 
New  York, 


Brooklyn., 
t  New  York. 

Albany  — 

Elmira 

Roobeeter . 

Syracuse  .. 

Troy 

♦Auburn  ... 


NEW  JEB8BT. 


Jersey  City 
Newark.... 


PKNNSTLVANIA. 

Phlladelpbia 


Pittsburg.. 
Allegheny  . 

Erie 

Harrisburg 
♦Easton 


DBLAWABB. 

Wilmingtoji 


MABTLAND. 


Baltimore 

Washington,  D.C. 

•Do.: 


Contractor. 


J.  L.  Yaden. 


P.  Hacketl 
T.  Sherry.. 


W.Gilman 


C.R.  Skinner. 
J.  L.  Yaden... 

....do 

do 

do 


E.Parr. 


J.L.  Yaden 

H.  C.  Slavens . . . 
W.  B.  Catoliing. 
E.Parr 


B.  Frank  Cronse 

Utah,  Nevada  and  California 
Stajee  Co. 

E.  A.  Chilton 

G.  O.  Travia  and  J.  H.  At  wood . 

E.Parr 

R.Y.Woodlief 

Weed  &  Decker 

J.L.  Yaden 

....do 

A.  Meyer 


J.  B.  Colegrove. 
J.  L.  Yaden  — 


Utah,  Nevada  and  California 

Stage  Co. 
E.Parr 

B.  P.  Dyer 

C.  P.  Hsskins 

J.  L.  Yaden 

W.Otto 


RParr. 


E.Parr 

do 

D.  L.  Coon  A  Co. 


Length. 


MiXM. 
3.01 


.47 
.88 


.85 


.63 


9.88 

2 

.58 
.25 
.56 


13.21 


2.99 


1.-06 

2.79 

11.84 

1.03 


16.71 


14.82 
339.93 

6.18 
8 

1.18 
8.06 
6.17 
1.82 
.12 
1.02 


877.29 


16.67 
8.64 


20.81 


54.63 

U.42 
6.84 
8.25 
1.37 
1.72 


77.63 


4.88 


40.86 

81.93 

L7B 

74.06 


Annual 
trav«d. 


JfOe*. 
10,467.80 


6,13140 
3,883.44 


8,966.81 


Mb 

1. 


8,996.72 


107.822.96 

18,804 
6,997.18 
8,952.26 

11,601.20 


148,677.53 


8.910.72 


4.904.64 
64.178.80 
96.550 

6,44ari 


S7 


1 
1 


160,074.16 


66.279.76 
1,268,006.80 

53.357.48 

8,589.12 

19. 140. 16 

81.714.80 

91, 862. 16 

38,241.84 

2,620.80 

3,486.40 


1,677,301.32 


88,642.98 

98,853.58 


181,896.50 


86,67488 

52.009.58 

102,384.88 

82.786 

20.083.60 

8.473.92 


811.4U.25 


8,12120 


109.74L68 
86.871 
6,60188 

201,606.7l 


109 

i 
i 


i: 


1 
I 


l 
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l.'-BegulaUonf  sctmu,  or  oiktr  wag<m  Mrvtce  in  operatUm  June  SO,  i^P7*-Contina6d. 

*Not  nnder  formal  oontnust. 


kof 

roato. 

City  or  towB. 

Contractor. 

Length. 

Annual 
traveL 

Annual 
pay. 

IWl 

YXBOINIA. 
SIfiliniond        ............ 

J.  SweenoT «« 

MUM. 

6.12 

16.31 

1.39 

1.08 

MiUt. 

9.GU.96 

168, 326. 60 

5,808.92 

8,107.84 

DoUart, 
2,985 

lIDll 

Norfolk 

W.  B.  CatehlDS 

8,400 

14012 

A  lAzondriA 

J.  E.  Darliiie 

900 

IiOI3 

^PrBdmriekAbunr    ..-   ........ 

B.  W.  Jonea 

460 

• 

WB8T  TmomiA. 

Tk'^'HJiiiilinTir  ............... 

J.  8.  Powell 

24.90 

186,948.82 

7,746 

All 

2.40 

0,586.40 

625 

HOBTH  CAKOLIHA. 

Aaberflle 

B.  H.  Goleffrove... 

mil 

1.25 

2.62 

.82 

.28 

2.33 

6,688.25 
7,909.92 
3,282.48 
1.339.52 
2.904.44 

688 

8012 

Charlotte 

.  ..^oT!^.!r.. 

638 

MIS 

Gnenaboro 

8.  G.  Profflt 

538 

ViM 

Rn1*»irl» 

E.  A.  CbiltoD 

587 

Bins 

Wilnnnaton 

W.J.  Meredith 

744 

• 

BOOTH  CASOUHA. 

Obarloff  too  - 

E.A.Chiltoii 

7.30 

22,068.61 

8,046 

Mni 

6.87 

L91 

.45 

1.49 

8.702.72 
9, 951. 76 
2,620.80 
4, 261. 92 

1,772 

9012 

Oolnmbia 

B.  H.  Coleirrove 

629 

M13 

*Snariaiiliiirir 

R.  D.  Blowers 

490 

WM 

'GreeiiTiUe 

H.  F.  McCollouKh 

075 

QBOBGIA. 

Atlant» 

E.  A.  Chilton 

10.22 

25, 537. 20 

3,566 

1001 

2.84 

.72 

.87 

8.33 

1.25 

8.20 

10,167.96 
1.834.56 
2,215.20 

10,042.80 
3,800 
7,002.30 

1,880 

1011 

A  mericna 

.....  do  ••.•..•••••.....•.•..••.. 

477 

1012 

AnsiiMt  a. ................... 

S.  G.  Profflt 

666 

1013 

Macon ...................... 

E.  A.  Chilton 

1,072 

1014 

Bome 

M.J.Boyd 

627 

1015 

J.  P.  Stewart 

1,760 

FLOBIDA. 

Jaekaonville. .......... 

E.  A.  Chilton 

11.71 

85,071.82 

6,888 

9011 

1.75 
.48 

9,711.75 
1.884.48 

1,648 

son 

Tamva 

J.  P.  Stewart 

480 

ALARAMA. 

Mobile 

E.  A.  Ch  flton 

2.23 

11,596.23 

2,032 

M0I1 

.63 

.50 
1.65 

2,307.76 
4,663.86 
4, 463. 16 

682 

U012 

Montfomerv. ............ 

W.  B.  Catcbins 

559 

U013 

S'W     .:;::::; ::: 

E.  A.  Chilton 

579 

M1BSIB8IPPL 

JaekaoB 

W.B.  Catching 

E.  A.  Chilton 

2.77 

11,434.28 

1,820 

ilOll 

.87 
1.09 

2,251.06 
2,143.44 

529 

»u 

Viekabnnr 

560 

TIRNISSXB. 

Meropbia ................... 

J.  P.Stewwt 

1.46 

4,394.52 

1,089 

vm 

81.20 
1.88 
1.18 
3.30 

60,805.68 
9,447.36 
9.634.56 
7,293.52 

6,100 

27002 

Naahville 

E.  A.  Chilton 

1,942 

27011 

CfaattancMffa ............ 

J.  P.Stewart 

1,490 

27012 

KnoxTille 

W.  B.Cat«hin!;...r 

928 

KINTUCKT. 

LouiaTlUe 

E.  A.  Chilton 

87.56 

87, 181. 12 

9,460 

9M01 

0.50 
2.29 

2L70 

88,969 
10,112.06 
7,106.82 

6,090 

aon 

Ltxin^toii  a...............s. 

do 

1,002 

8012 

Pidiieali  ■  ■  . 

do 

977 

14.49 

66,188.28 

8,189 
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£. — Eeguluiiou,  eereen,  or  other  wagon  tervice  In  operation  June  SO,  i^^— Continued. 

*  Not  under  formal  contract. 


No.  of 
roate. 


231001 
231002 
281003 
231004 
231005 
231006 
231007 
231011 
231012 
231013 
231014 
231015 
231016 
231017 
231018 
231019 


233011 
233012 

233013 
233014 
233015 
233016 
2S3017 
233018 
233019 


235001 
235002 
235003 
235004 
23o01)5 
235006 
235007 
235010 
235011 
235012 
235013 

235014 
235015 
235016 
235017 
235018 
235010 
235020 


237001 
237011 
237012 
237013 
2:»7014 
237015 
2:57016 
237017 


239001 
239002 
230003 
2:>9004 
239005 
239006 
239011 


City  or  town. 


OHIO. 

Cinoinnati 

CleTeland 

Colambus 

Toledo 

♦ChllUcothe 

"Mount  VemoD . . 
*ZanesYille 

Akron 

Canton 

Dayton 

Hamilton   

Mansfield 

Maaaillon 

Sandusky 

Springfield 

Lima 


INDIANA. 


Anderson  . 
BvansYille. 


Fort  Wayne . 
Indianapolis. 
Lafayette — 
Logannport. . 
South  Bend.. 
Terre  Haute. 
*Kiclimond  ... 


ILLINOIS. 

Chicago 

"*  Decatur 

^Galesbnrg 

*Mattoon 

♦Ottawa 

•Belleville 

*Monmouth , 

Blooroington 

Cairo 

Danville 

East  St.  Louis  and  Nutionul 
Stuck  Ynnls. 

Elgin 

Freeport , 

Peoria 


Quincy 

liockford  ... 
Kocklnlnnd. 
Springfit^ld  . 


MICHIGAN. 


Detroit 

Grand  Rapids 

Jackson 

Kalamazoo 

Lansing 

Saginaw,  East  Side. 

*Ann  Arboi 

♦BayCity 


WISCONSIN. 


Contractor. 


Mason  Sc  Culp. 
F.  B.RUey.... 
J.  P.  Stewart. . 
H.  S.  Dowliiig. 

£.  Moore 

W.  Aahton.... 
J.  H.  Crooks  . . 
W.  D.  Dickson 
E.  A.  Chilton.. 
J.  P.  Stewart. . 

J.L.Beal 

B.A.Chilton.. 
E.  B.  Baylies.. 
R  A.  Chilton.. 
J.  H.  Hupman . 
J.P.Stewart.. 


J.  P.  Stewart 

Utah,  Nevada  and  California 
Stage  Co. 

J.P.Stewart 

do 

do 

B.  A.  Chilton 

do : 

J.  R.  Wilson 

J.  Stevenson 


W.Weighel 

R.  G.  Hanks  .... 

C.S.  Baker 

S.  Enos 

F.  T.  Scheror 

P.  Spiunorwober 

J.  Kipper 

E.  A.Ohilton.... 

J.P.Stewart 

do 

E.  A. Chilton.... 


J.P.Stewart 

do 

E.A.Chilton 

J.  P.  Stewart 

G.  B.  Freeman 

E.A.Chilton 

Utah,  Nevada  and  California 
Stage  Co. 


E.  A.  Chilton... 

do 

do 

do 

W.L.  McClnre. 
E.  A.Chilton... 
J.  A.  Brown  ... 
E.  M.  Sharp  . . . . 


Milwaukee 

*Green  Bay  and  Fort  Hiiward 

*La  Crosse 

•Racine 

•West  Superior '  O.  Connell' 

•Janesville J.H.Bums 


E.  A.  Chilton 

"W.  Vanden  Brouko 

M.T.  Hayes 

A.  McAvoy 


Madison. 


J.  P.  Stewart. 


Length. 


Annual      AbbiuS 


travel. 


73.32 


1.36 
3.74 

3  75 
1.21 
L47 
2.80 
4.01 
1.33 
.30 


20.87 


342. 16 

.71 

.85 

.78 

.89 

.93 

L25 

4.75 

1.61 

2.49 

1.76 

2 

1.36 

L86 

1.42 

3.88 

7.24 

L24 


376.04 


11.84 
4.74 
2.41 
2.85 
6.57 

11.23 

.92 

1.10 

4L66 


15.53 

3.42 

.33 

1.60 

.25 

.S9 

4.19 


pa/. 


MUet. 

Mitet. 

14.60 

86,933.60 

4.70 

24, 09a  88 

3.17 

19,723.60 

10.20 

44,405.92 

1.60 

7,987.26 

.73 

2,437.76 

.50 

5,624 

7.57 

7,009.68 

3.02 

7,627.36 

.31 

7,608.64 

1.33 

6,971.12 

1.63 

8,588.29 

1.97 

4,399.20 

6.83 

13,319.28 

8.49 

22,437.48 

6.61 

11,72L84 

DoUtn. 

IS,  719 

5,330 

1.770 

4,299 

730 

430 

524 

1223 

l.»! 

1,270 

»» 

1,442 

774 

1.447 

1,700 


25.61 


281,093.79      40,840 


7,321.60 
8,740.16 

10.166 

25,230.92 
9,819.6 
8, 845. 20 
9,611.68 

ll,or»3.33 
2, 402. 40 


640 
1,626 

1,»0 
1.700 
1.W0 

1,442 

1.099 
3S 


93,195.97  !    10.459 


505,877.28 
5,538 
5,676.32 
1,703.52 
4,474.08 
3,114.80 
4.056 
13.208 
7,957.04 
8.934.64 
9,110.40 

5,959.20 
8, 152, 56 

15, 410. 72 
9, 103. 12 
5,657.60 

14, 908. 40 
6.432.40 


035,274.06 


53,070.^9 

11,438.98 

8, 075. 76 

7.271.68 

15,045.68 

29,433.72 

6,366.40 

6,836.80 


71400 
S50 
&40 

eoo 

540 
540 
1,^ 
1,1» 
950 
792 

1,100 
1,100 
1,672 
930 
D45 
1.547 
1,0* 


89,004 


6.6M 

1,672 
1242 

960 
1,400 

1273 
700 
778 


138,830.81      1&.7V7 


40,725.86 

18,272.48 

926.64 

9,592.96 

3,068 

4,602.16 
10.884.18 


6.666 
1.200 
340 
MO 
597 
450 
1,236 


82,97L72  I    ll,«» 
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—Begulation,  »creen,  or  other  wagon  Berviee  in  operation  June  SO,  1897 — Continued. 

*  Not  aoder  formal  contnust. 


of 


01 
102 
111 
»12 


107 

)10 
)U 
112 

nz 

lU 
115 
116 
117 


Cit^  or  town. 


WNNBSOTA. 


Minneapolic 

Sfc-Paol 

Winona 

*St.Clood.... 

>*I>alath 


IOWA. 


Ml 
M2 
BlI 
1)12 


OU 
012 


noi 


mi 
ma 

Q014 


*CedarFal1fl.... 

•diaries  City... 

*SioaxCity 

Oskalooaa 

Boriington  .... 
C«dar  Rapids., 
Gcrancil  Bluffs 
Des  Moines.... 

Dnboqe 

Keokak 

Ottmnwa , 


WSSOUBI. 


.City 

St.  Louis 

St  Joseph  . . . 
SpringHeld  . 


AB2AR8A8. 


Little  Rock. 
Tezarkana. 


LOUISIANA. 

New  Orleans 


TEXAS. 


Dallas 

Fort  Worth.. 

*San  Antonio. 

Sherman 


55011 
55012 
55013 
S5014 
B6015 
196017 


KANSAS. 


iSTOQl 
870U 


ma 


max 


Fort  Scott... 
Kansas  City. 
Learenworth 

Topeka 

Wichita 

^Emporia , 


Omaha.. 
Lincoln. 


MONTANA. 


Contractor. 


O'Brien  ic  Kennedy. 

H.  W.Reichow 

W.E.  Travis 

Coats  it  Freeman  ... 
H.C.K«kidall 


J.  H.  Riley 

C.  Wintersink. 

J.A.TTjt 

J.Slpea 

W.B.TraTls.. 

do 

£.  A.  Chilton.. 
J.P.Stewart .. 
E.  A.  Chilton . . 
J.P.Stewsrt.. 
L  Ryttenberg . 


B.  A.  Chilton.. 
Mason  &  Cnlp. 
J.  P.  Stewart . . 
E.  A.  Chilton.. 


E.  A.  Chilton 
F.S.  Smith.., 


R.Y.Wood1ief 


J.B.  ColgroTo. 
H.A.  Dixon... 
A.  A.  Brown  . 
A.BUke 


H.A.Dixon.. 
W.  O'Connell. 
A.  A.  Terry.. 
E.  A.  Chiltou 

do 

J.O.  Dair  .... 


L.  C.  Slarens,  Jr. 
E.  A.  Chiltou... 


B.  A.  Chilton 


E.  A.  Chilton 


Length. 

Annn.al 
travel. 

Annual 
pay. 

MiUs. 

ifilM. 

DoUart. 

12.13 

46, 806. 24 

3,850 

1.28 

32,008.08 

3,200 

2.33 

8.501.48 

1,430 

.73 

1,973.92 

339 

.21 

131.04 

lU 

16.68 

89,420.76 

8,963 

.37 

1,000.48 

.    600 

1.50 

8,172 

S99 

.24 

149.76 

240 

2.86 

8. 619. 68 

539 

.68 

4,409.60 

950 

.89 

4.654 

860 

4.79 

17.294.16 

2,067 

6.21 

10, 678. 72 

1,100 

2.42 

8,413.08 

1,542 

.64 

6,656 

940 

3.63 

10,520.64 

1,200 

28.23 

75,468.12 

10,437 

10.58 

86,631.04 

5,072 

86.96 

92, 386. 84 

16. 780 

5.86 

42, 767. 92 

2,380 

6.64 

12, 128. 16 

1,044 

59.04 

183. 813. 96 

25,285 

1 

10,088 

1,372 

2.24 

4,860.96 

930 

8.24 

14,948.96 

2,302 

68.39 

66,562.46 

7.647 

2.12 

11,386.96 

1,747 

1.52 

14,971.84 

1,240 

L12 

5, 591. 04 

720 

.95 

2,215.20 

393 

5.71 

34,165.04 

4,100 

.86 

6,061.92 

1,090 

5.96 

15, 138. 24 

1,890 

6.34 

13, 109. 20 

1,687 

7.36 

13, 396. 32 

1,672 

1.78 

9,564.92 

1,160 

L09 

2,966.08 

550 

23.89 

60.258.68 

7,955 

3.23 

21,492.46 

3,780 

1.85 

7, 691. 84 

1,132 

5.08 

29, 184. 30 

4,912 

2.30 

11,284 

1,272 

3.45 

8,199.36 

1,472 
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£. — Regulation,  eoreen,  or  other  wagon  eerviee  in  operation  June  30, 1897 — Continnti 


Ko.of 
roate. 


271011 


273011 


276001 
27(5011 
276012 
276018 


City  or  town. 


WASHIKOTON. 


Seattle. 


OBBGON. 


Portland 

GAUrORNIA. 


SanFraacisoo. 
Lo«  Angeles . . 

Oakland 

Saoramento... 


Total  (171  routes). 


Contractor. 


B-Fraser. 


P.  H.  Scholderman 


John  Cross . . 
A.  P.  Cross.. 
H.  A.  Dixon . 
E.  A.  Chilton 


Length. 


irOM. 
3.81 


19.58 


11.01 

8&21 

8.68 

68 


58.58 


1, 521. 18 


Annaal 
travtd. 


JfilM. 
8.131.22 


25,8291 85 


81,687.76 

41,858.62 

77.988.08 

5. 843. 52 


156,677.98 


5,009,690.79 


Amnil 


IMIori. 

2,350 


1,000 


1,471 


14,» 


7(0.  m 


8EC0HD  AS8ISTAHT — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JONE  30,  1897. 


mi 


mil 


III 


£■ 

:  :  i 

^  ^ 

r 

-8  iA-lA^A  ^ 

^A^ 

1^  ^  ^  §^    m 


SRSSi3S    S    ESS    8 


88S  sasse 


n 


M4  ^^^'•ll  ^  ^^  '< 


s  s  s  s 

i  S  S  = 


SSiS 


sss^ss  s  s^s  s 


!3Sa    !!9S  :e2    £    SSS    9 


■SI 

-    1^ 


m 


S3 


ill 


'  ^ '; '  i 
I S  °  ^- 

ill 


m 


%l 


1 1; 


l?s|l!=:||  p;  11 


§11   i   § 
888    S    S 


liiii  ill  I 


II- 


w 


mi 


i 


I111II     1111111111111  11 


^S?Sf3S    ^    S\\       S    S    S3    X    S    2SSS 


11111 


ill 


a  I 


ill! 


i""° 


S  0-  s"  3"  a-"-'    S3 


!  S  :S  ?  !  ^5J  |.  5l   3  5 


'^'^^  ilii  ii  i 


f. 

f 


II 


i    iiHiinnniiii 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ^ELECTBIO  AND  OABLE|  JUNE  80,  1897.      341 


B 

o 

U 


If 
I 


e  o 


e   o     e     e  o 


2 

S 


e     e     o 
•o    ti    ^ 


8 

U 


o  e  e  e  e 

^^j  ^pj  ^3  ^^9  T3 


% 


4 


■§■§ 


e 


e  o  o 


o  o  e  o 


s 


s 


s 

r- 
9 


^  s  ;:  ac 

to      < 
M      < 


§  s 


3 

t 


3    ?{3    c$ 

m  •        •  •  •        •        ff 

8  g;3S  i  ss^ 


•    ■    • 
•ft  t*b 


es 


88 


0   o 

■8  ^ 


<6 


P      o  o 


to 
ee 


I 

c 
o 

6 


OOP 
fO     'O     *o 


o 

0 

a 
I 


S 


op  o  p  o 


o 


o 


OP 
•0*0 


oS    o 


o 

s 
o 

•O  o  P 

o 


o  o  o  o 


H  «    ^tH«f     lO     oT 

>4      «       i-i        «-l       M 


s 
3 


So  lO 

§  i  i  3 

^     »•     «ft  » 

at     o     00  00 


8' 


;SS|    :S    8Sc:    8    SSS 


RM         S  Sk      ee     00 


»  ^s 


8 


8    S    S 

lO      O      ID      t» 


s 
s 


3    9^9?    3    8 

■  *    _•     •     •  •  ■ 

PioesioiOfH     ^     lo 


gs 

idei 


•    ■    •        •    •    •    • 


0 


|5  « 


s 


II 


6 

9 

-a 


& 

a 

o 


•I 

O'O 

SI 


£■0 


^ 


>dp4Sx 


5^ 


o  f  PS 


S' 


I 


P 

o 

i 

a 


pO 

oS>r<^ 

V  So 

=i  a  " 
!3  P.a 


o 
O 

I 

I 
I 

o 
09 


3 


5f 

It 
|l 


•0 
B 
< 

**      •  -    - 

s  •  e  ■  o 

.-•11 


B 
0 

a 


-•a 

g  . 


-a 

c 


t^ 


•    •  t*4a 

Bo  9^ 
.o*^  ii  o 


^i 

?« 


•g 


0**4-v4  (^ 


.9 

5 


P$P> 

•*2    - 

I'll 
go - 


a    I 


tt 


tifl 
n  A4 


p  o 


a 
I 


8» 


8 


§i§  § 


Hi 


CO  00  OO  CO  €OCQ 


•H  e«ee^io«r»eott 

fH        ^^  "H  »H  fH  iH  ^^  ^H  »H  tH 

8    8  88888S8S 

^<»H        ^H  ^tH  "HiH  rH  *H^2J 

COCO       CO  00  CO  CO  CO  (Q  CO  CO  00 


BEFOBT   OF   THE   POSTIIASTBB-QEKERAI4. 


1 

1 

!' 

Hi 

1 

1 

1^ 

f 

i       ^ 

« 4 

11  i  i    i  ' 

i  1 

11 

ll|i 

s ; 

s    s  s  s  3s  ::  s 

i  g  i  i  il  s;  ^ 

1! 

i 

3    S      » 

S      8 

mit 

II 

S      8 

1 

i 
1- 

G 

4    , 

i        i   -g 

i      !   1 

! 

r 

i.        i 

J 

II 

■5  1 

2    S    S2    S     : 

2      S 

■at 
11 

S33 

i 

3  3 

2'  - 

5-       5 

1 

sSS 

2 

3  s  ss  ?  s 

^ 

s  u 

S      S 

II 

L 
1 

s" 
1' 

1  li 

ii  il 

ii  1" 
Nil 

N  il 
l^ll 

1       1-! 

5     a 
IT      ! 

Ii 

1     J 

■B 
1 

S 

1 
1 

1 

i|  1 1  =  ij  i "    i  i  t  |i  H  li 
1  1  H  1  it  i       1  !.  1  i  p  tl 

1^ 

11 

if 

iiii 

11 

iiil 

as  ss 

1  1 

BBCOND  ASSISTANT — ^ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JUNE  SO,  1897.      343 


i 


o 
a 

& 


I            I 

•                           i 

1 

■ 

■ 

*                                     •        1         •        •        • 

•           • 

1 

1 

■ 

1                                     • 

t 

1       t 

•  t 

•  • 

^             ^ 

^      ^      ^      ^ 

^ 

1       t 
1       t 

<           » 

G 

;        -3 

> 

■2 

s 

1        -s 

•c 

"S 

1       ( 
1       • 

}      e 

*  • 

•  • 

1 

G 
C 

1      e 

1 

1 

i     1 

:       SI 

i        I 

)                4 

ectri 

..do 

..do 

..do 

..do 

T 

0 

»        0 

1     e 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

Pi 

1      H 

1 

1 

N 

1      s 

1       u 

1        S  : 

• 

1 

t 
>      • 

• 
1             « 

\     8 

5 

s 

:   S 

!    8 

1      e 

(         SSoSSSS 

s 

!i 

;    e^ 

;  a 

1     i" 

e 

\   i 

•       • 

1 

;     1 

i 

1      ^ 

242. 

106. 
227. 
184. 
134. 

i 

i 

•^ 

■       M 

1     e 

1    s 

.   1 

0         Ci 

lO 

^ 

M 

n 

I  9 

> 

i         H 

1 

•*         H 

• 
• 

1 

X 

1              M 

1     ; 

.fi 

>           •€ 

1      A 

\      ^      M    ' 

ja 

c 

c 

1 

G 

G 

c 

o 

c 

s 

!                  E3 

1     < 

e 

(             e 

1                 c 

5 

;: 

^ 

g 

I        S 

»     1 

i 

L        i 

5 
^               C 

:      i 

1 

t 

•§ 


s 


■s 


1 

O 

6 


1 


"S  o  e  o  o 
_o 

o 


o 


o     e 

•d    na 


9     2 


3 


» 

s 


o 

^ 

(O 

ei 

t- 

t* 

2 

s 

g 

w^ 

H  ^  s 


S 


s 

s 

09 

3 

g 

. 

» 
«4 

«$^ 

^ 

«> 
^ 

m 

^ 

M 

e« 

r- 

fH 

• 

•• 

K^ 

e4 

0»  lO  C4  iQ  t^ 


e«^t*io^ 


s 


8 


s 

3 

s 

^ 

s 

• 

$1 

i 

_• 

_m 

a' 

C9 

o* 

CO 

«0 

tH 

f-i 

o 

lO 


S    5    S    S 


CI 


3 
a; 


3 

a 

90 


a 

4 

0 


1** 


O 

e 

§ 

ad 
si? 


e 


"9  u 

m  ^ 

II 


O 

s 

.a 

ll 


I 

e 

0 
PI 


•d 

a 

■§» 

gW 

1^ 


•d 

8 

M 

.•• 

o 

So 

o  o 

S« 
g| 


o 
O 

•d 

a 
« 


6S  =  •  • 

0^  o  o  o 

*s  b(fd  ^  'd 

fl  o  :  :  : 


§1 

9  a 


:3    9 


g  e 


If' 


s  g 

-  s 

I  3 


§ 


s 

a 


.a 


S 


H     ^ 


S    C5 

.a  a 

CO 


■3 

9 

I 


09 

o 
o 

3 
I 

CO 

I 


s 


^3 


QQas 

b  O   C8 


M 

u 


1  m 


o 

o 

» 

a 

a 


o 


00^8 


o 
99 


s 

00 


s 


sssis 

CO  0}  A  00  CO 


BEPOBT  OF  TBB  POSTUASTEB-OENEBAL. 


I  ^^^i-S^^^^^  4  ■ 


eS    S    3    8    3S$Si;SSSSS    5    8    8  3 

li  i!  ^  £  is^^eii^s^  s  i  s  s   <i 


i'S 


IMsl 


it  Ml    lii 
111  11    11 


5s 


-    g    ^    3ESSS='''^SS;iEf    "'    S    "'    S"       "" 


\\       S   8& 


i. 

i1 


i  I  J 
111 


9     . 

\  Si 

III 

If! 


■sst  e 
i^lill  I  • 


1  I  »5 


5  S  sliisl: 


Jl  J  IJ' 


B  i 


I  iiiifisses  ; 

8    8B8S^SgS^i    i 


3   "s 

fill 


IJIlllliiililliiltii    III 


;OND  ABSISTAirr — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JUNE  SO,  1897.      845 


(1<       P4       ^ 


I 


6 


i? 

■8 


2 

H 


e 


Q       O       O 


I  -8  ^S 


o 

••4 

8 

s 

r^   1 

§ 

8^  &  a  s 

«3  £  g  ii 

IH         O         IH 


s 


K    3 

i  3 


«r 


•  o  o  e  o  o 


s 


s 

s 

g 

oT 

•   ••••# 


s 

I- 


8  e 


1 


o 

s 


I    1 


o     o     _o     o 

^      "O      ^       ^ 


J  3 

8    S 
I  ^ 


& 


J3 
Q 
0 


It! 
•         *         • 


.s 


1   I 


e  o  o  o  e 

*0  ^"O  "^^S 


c 


J I 


00     m     '^ 

C«      N      ^ 


9e:  S  rs 

gl«>  ^  O  «-i 

t-  t-«  •  •»-• 

•^^  S  8  * 


S 

S 


M 


8 

S 

8 

S 

§ 

g 

^ 

§ 

s' 

8' 

s 

s 

« 

^^ 
o 

of 


«)  <*  £J  —  ^'  « 

a»at<^ioado 


S 

s 


09 


s 


ss;  s  s  s 

riwi     ei     <W>     <4 


s 


S3;: 
i  A  i 


s 


s 


8 

H 

s 
3^ 


I 


no     •« 


€  s 

il 

'd'c  o 

2aao 


•  ^     ^      «  a  m 

li  i  IM 


P      S     CO 


I 

I 


e 

■ 
CO 

a 
^« 

c 


3 

•j: 

o  o  o  l!  o 
•o'O'C'3'0 


c 

1^ 


§  §  I 


9 

I 
I 


S     a 


o 


•  00 

o  C 

oou 

111 

11^ 


i 

00 

t 


I 


,1 

Q     Q     P 


e 

a 
o 
:s 

S 

S 

m 

t 

a 

o 


s 

if 

0 

5 


9 

J 


s 


E 

O 


-1^ 

B  I  i  ii||l§ 


4>        ••■        4» 

CO      CO      (A 


^ 


mill 


i 


i 


S 


SS858S 

t-  r- 1-  t- 1- 1* 

00  60  ra  CQ  Cv  CQ 


I 


346 


BBPOBT  OF  THE  POSTMASTBB-QENKRAL. 


5 

V 

4) 


O 

•o 


^ 


o  o  o  e  o 
•ceo  'OTS 


is 


o 

X  o  o  o 


o 


o 


0 

t 

i 

s 


«•§ 


r 


I 


lO  -^  t*  •M  »^ 


S   So   s 

^i  •  ^  •  •      •      •      •      • 


SSS3  S  & 

■     *     •     *  _*  I 

5r«oo>  Q  ci 

«^  9  r^  04 


a 
I  m 


8 

• 


I 


0 

& 

S 


.a 

0 

o 
p. 

o 


o 


e 


o  o  o  o  o 


o 
a 

a 
s 

5 


o 

0 


OD 
O 

5 


o  op 


•s 


o 


o 

i 
s 


o 


-31 

^8 


I 

I 

1 

s 


I 


5 


^ 


s 


l2 


f 

•d 

a 

o 
.a 


•30 


^  S  CO  eOiS^S 

t  i  i  mu 

^  --p»  _^  _^    »    *    ^    «k 

^  «  10  <0<Df^t» 


O 

«* 


^ 


3 

»-J 

3 


_i     •     •     •        __^  • 

§s&§  §  s 

a"- 


io« 


ef 


s  s  :3  isss^s 

K*     lo     ^     M»^<Qeoe4 


s 


SS2    . 

!e4c(ei     « 


o 
oo 


OS  I 


u    .  u 


00000 


^   *  t,  o'^.'^.'^.'^.V^ 


o 
••» 

I 

•d 

I 
I 


d 


o 


&    &    Q 


m 


u 


:  :  :a 
iSil 

o   ••*^ 
o  S^Cb  ^  c  *  S 


2  ©S'c-g^lIJi 


p 


»- »-  fc  fe 

o  «  o  • 

^  ►  5:  E: 

p  B  d  d 


&&&&S 


d 

2 

3 


I 


0 


fig's 


O 


% 

I 

d 


1 

> 


I 

0 

P* 


I 


e 


§i§§    §     § 

T^^HfH  1-4         tH         ^< 

to  wB  CO  wB     00     to 


ECOND  ABSIBTAlfT — ELECTBIC  AND  CABLE,  JURE  SO,  1697.      847 


i   1 

1  i' 

1   '^■ 
5     i 

?     8  i     e  s 

i   it   ii 

:      S    C      8     I 

1  i 
1 1- 

i! 
11 

;iM 

3 
S 

3      E:    S      8   S 

!  u  li|i  ill 

J    5?  si's    "i" 

I  5»  III!  UL 

P-S        S    ai        S    2 

n  11  I  r 


348  HEPOBT  OF  THE   FOBTHAftTEB-QENEBAL. 

II 


MU 


SSSS         3S:SSSX   &8Z$SS   e8SSS3   g^SS" 


^1 


tll^t 


8"  i  :  :  :  :  E  • 


^►1  i 

s 


m 


SECOND  ASSISTAirr — ELECTRIC  ASD  C&BLB,  JULY  I,  1897.      349 


Sti3    3    S    3    e:e^    SSi    i    3 


3    3    8   S   S     I 

A    ^    ^    ^    ^     * 


J  "■  "  s 


II' 


1  I 


ill 

;3    - 


illl¥l*Filli¥l44iilli44*j4yJ|q^ 


I 


i 


i 


HEPOKT   OF   THE    PO8TMASTEK-0ENEBAL. 


■(19) 


1.1 

3  ' 


?  I- 


III  i  °  M  s  U^ 
l.y  ■ 


I'' 


SECOND  ASSISTAirr — ELECTBIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      351 

5  5 


'33^ssseusu 


:    C    8    8    9    S    X    8   . 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTUASTBR-QENBBAL. 


'I 

as. 

i 
I 


h 

la 


II II 


M  '4  % 


14j:miii, 


2a   3  "C5||j-| 


'•mi 


3    K"*^    S5 


!«.i; 


111: 


I'S~I~I^, 


iJsSi 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTBIC  AMD  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      353 


^ 


i 


a 


705.37 

800.00 
423.17 

250.00 

•                                                                                1 

.a 

o                                           ■ 

0 

o 

• 

o 

d 

B 
0 


e 


1 


I 

hi 

I 

s 

a 


£ 


I 


I 

CO 

a 

« 

I 

rH 

a 

p. 
(£ 

S 


a 


m 


ST 


c 


8 

M 

FN 


«Na9ieee>i 


s 


S2 


s 

• 


9 


lOftOtO       Id       lOlO 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

•  a  • 


I      • 
t      • 


eoMcsc* 


•HiHtHfHe9CI»494'«^'«<^Cl 


•  •OiiO»0»0*    • 


■occioiao 


lOiAlO       ifi       lOM» 


ciNiotoinio 


=!  j;  i:  c  ?IS1S.?'«J5.S.SJ5.^ 


^^40     00     ceo         r4^«niAfioaQ 


OOw  Ob  w  00  8 


s 

■ 


s 

o 

its 

I-  ♦■ 


5=toiafe 


:r=s^ 


S«»2o 


t*        ,M 


8  •••  .1.   . 


2 


S 


•op 

lis 


1 

Q 

t 

o 

If 


3» 


« 
g 

H 


s. 


•9 


t- 


71 
•go 

P4 


^ss^e 


P.O 

5  S5 


a 
o 


O  Q  ^ 


•gills 


» 


o 


9  e  «  «« 

$-5  a  0  d 
J§t=HO 

cd  a^iSS 
9  ®.5  a  -  0 


9 

H 

O 

u 

M 


§-35.ap. 


"O 
w  ^  d 


lU^^Ht-^^^^^  s 


5     KS.2S  '^^'^3  >>^&  t^ 

p   -c^  d"-?:  oe  s"^*!:  slip's 


>»    "S  9  fliJ  «  =  « 
•C     8  £  2s  •  g  ? 


J5  S'5'O'd 


ee  «  ^  2;  ei  e 


•o 


K  G  97 23 


s 


EEPOET  OP  THE  POSTMASTER-GEHEBAL. 


'lit 


i'    i 


k 


i   i 


st 


ft 


XL 


I! 


eas  s  fitissssss  sssfss  ss  sGii^ 


11 

I: 

II 
Tfil  i 

hi'  i  ' 

:    ^Ti  I-  ■h^S^    b    sad- 

a  =3S  E  sSaJ   s  I|1J 
11-15   i   i=" 

rsnSn   s   sm 


SI 
3  f> 


tela 


ii 


i     I  I 


:OMD  ASSISTANT — ELECTBIC  ANU  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      355 


I        I 


A 

s 

« 

1 

■s 

5 

\                            ■            I                          :                     i 

S 

s 

s 

s 

S 

3 

t 

i 

5 

S 

t 

§ 

s 

a 

i 

2 

•D 

s 

&   &   8   K    S   S      SSS3    SRSS 


=:=      SS    S83=S«SSSS 


i   I      i 


KEPOBT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENEItAL. 


Il 


1     1 


I' 


I S: 


ss  asss;:?    eii^ss  ii    ss 


mil 


:5«  : 


^5    Ii 


I  I 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTRIC  AND  CAULU:,  JULY  1,  1697.      357 


-" 

" 

SS?.   S    S    a    j5SSSS^.SS[TSSSJ,   3 

==««SB 

ss 

ss?  ^  s  8  sasssssi^ssss  s 

ill 


i  i 


BEFOBT   OF   THE   POSTHASTE B-GENEBAL. 


W 

JM|I_ 
i 
I 


5t  - 

is ' 


I. 


X 

It- 
Ill: 


iSl 


slJl 


^^^^' 


s  liless-iggsgl  Iggg! 

rj"J333ii23l3|3Kll|l|B 


SECOND  AS8IBTANT — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1H97.      359 
S3  3  S 


Hi 


i  ! 


REPORT  OF  TRE   POSTlfABTES-GENERAL. 


11 

! 

^ 

i 

KP 

1    e        J              i               s 

i 

mu 

t 

i 
1 

11        ' 

i 

1^ 

i             i 

11 

3            3                    9                     % 

^            g                    J                     S 

z 

i 

\i 

...;«.„ 

■  Jip  i|»jj\ 

r?    

• 

p. 

1    SS      PP3S    88S8SRS833 

u 

I^N^ 

■  ;  :^. 

s 

.« 

s 

1 

f 

i 
1 

M  s 

HI 

:  \  '«^ 
:  :  ■■» 
':  ':  ;5 
:  :  :« 

IMS 
■  i  IS. 

nil 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 
J 
1 

1 

i 

i  ^ 

ll 

1  \ 

nil 

Hi  I 

llii 

1 
11 

I 

i      i 

i 

i 

8BC0ND  AB8I8TAHT ELECTBIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1B97.      3f)l 


s 

a 

a 

t 

3 

i 

!l 

S 

i 

« 

i 

1 

1 
a 

i 

3 

s 

i 

SSSSSe       !$332SS       Si^S    H    3    3    U    S    i    i 


R    SSCC  I 


i  2  1  »  4  5 


H 


I *i!ifii 111 . u 111  1 


t  S  fill 


ii 


fliii  ■ 


I     i      I 


BEPORT   OF   THE   POSTHASTE R-GENEUAIi. 


II 


*   s 


if 

I. 
n 


SSSSS    S    E)    a    8S 


SSasSIS    SZ    3ZS8     Si! 


Ml?! 


1^ 


mS  i  I : 


~1      TTT" 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELKCTBIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1B97.      363 


SS3SSSS    S    88      3SS8SSS    S    S    6    S3KK   KR 


tM 


..IJ. 

s!  1;! 

M  Vt 


I 

r- 


I     i 


BEFOBT    OF   THE   POSTMASTER-QENEIUI.. 


i   i   i   i 


Mi 
Pill 

i 
I 


i     ■ 


S      S      £      S 
g      ^      S       ^ 


"¥ 

ga 


i  I  i  i 


i|  - 
II  - 


S5    Sa-<3S$3SS5S!;?      si:    83    33    &&    & 


_Fl_ 


5  I 

i   ^ 


lliillllii  111 

ai^l-';.JllWI"|li; 


ill 
M 


SECOND  ASSliiiTANT — ELKCTBIC  ANU  CABLE,  JULT  1,  18tr7.      365 


£ 


1 


i  stasis 


^    S    SSfSiSgSSIii 


3    8    »SSiS=SSS8S3S 


REPORT   OF    THE   POSTMASTEK-OENEEAL. 


H 

St 

Ifll 


i  2 


SI 
I 


3  E  SS&  s  3  3  e  SI      e  I 


ki 

Jl  • 


8     i 

hi 


sag    '  '■■B  g  s  -^  ^  3  ■%  ^  ;..  i.  i  i  t 
?s4ii«?l--3"l,  i.  ell  I  a  J 

I  3  i  rf  III  1 1  i  I  s  ;.«;^5'^  ='i  i 

f  1  s  -  #.|  1  li » inm 
I II  djil||illp|l|liiiill!i|i|?|i' 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      367 


S                         S                            S              8 

it             it 

i 

s         s 

a                         Si                             :                i                           :              : 

1         1          !      i 

1 

J I S  : S  i 

s  i  8  s  s 

s  i  §       §  i         i       § 


S£35:!S?»!1S 


9S!S8      !f   3 


5";  Si;j^Jii>i^.i|  Ijill  I 
i:l  le!j|l|S|||  t|S^>  I 


il   ||§|III|||E    ||i|Sig|d°S| 

£  is 


-=«  -I  IP 


iiiifii 


a  I''      i' 


REPORT  OP  THE   POSTMASTER-*™.-- . 


ill  II 

s 

I 

I 


iV 


VV^Xt  I 


1-1 


s      S2    S2 


3    ■  \S 

I   :  IS 
I  Mi 


m 


!s|i|l|ll|iiii:f 


53  o-      - 

fun. 


30ND  ASSISTANT — ELECTBIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897. 


369 


•c 

I 


CO 


o 


« 

I 


I 


3 
t 


lOioiftiOio      la      la     la  ^ oo  •« oo '<* oo  •« ao ^  ao ^ oc o  i^ «d •-•  «o  i-i «o  i-i  <4) co -if  op  <«  oo   ^     vh 


MdMC-IC^       C4       CI        09 


'«*■*'* 


fcJV«       wC^       lO       w5« 


•  ff 
I  ff 

•  • 


1  CI  e«  C9  c)  ci 

r«  vM  fH  ^^  rH 

CI 

c« 

c« 

CO 

ao 

00 

00 

04 

C9 

1^ 

CO 

CO 

1-t 

eo 

c« 

CI 

^4 

CI 

CI 

M 

ao<xr*r«o 

1   —  .-«  C<  M  -^ 

« 

• 

2 

• 

o 

00 

* 

• 

1-4 

O 
• 

O 
• 

ao 

ci 

• 

• 

8 

• 

n 

CJ 

S5 

• 

So 

f-4 

0 

o 
s 


a 
o 


»3 


a 
o 


2    BSg^ffll 


9  a 


o     3 
5    S 


QO      o 
♦» 

CO      '^ 

CO 


-a     ^ 


0 


H 


i 

a 

o 


«J0 

d  d 

§  g'" 

-*»  -MM 

CO  GO 


6«      •      ^ 

I.I 


§ 

3 

as 

s, 


a 


3 


s  •" 

0 


«  a 


«i  «i  CO  « 

«    53  5;  ^  cf 

S     o  6  6  6 

^     ^  ^  'A  ^ 


a 


o 


§ 


§ 


•fi    «  Si 

W    .5 


§5^.5    4    5.-4   5    3 


5-3     33     53     33     53 
^c»    CO    CO     :n     GG 


C9 

1-4 

o  o 

5  o 

S  ^ 

=  I 

CO  CQ 


a 


5    5 


GC 


d 

CO 


o 
« 

e 


I 


8 


S 


pp   n 


.a 

a 
>> 

1 

O 


o 
53 

02      CO 


I   I   1^ 
8    I    § 

iS     +»     '^ 


2    ^ 


Si 


p^  d 

—  ♦*  osO  ae  c  •** 

S  S  ®^  *2  «? 

2  C  *-  o  »2  «t  * 

;i?    u    CO 


"—   *^  Tf) 


o     a 


C/5 


5  rt  ^  S 
CO      O 


.    0  s 


_    0    * 
CO 


P  U  a  97 24 


00 

i 


370 


REPORT   OP   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


o 


'S's'-i 


fl  « 


to 

00 


5 


en 


^3 

o 

d 
a 

a 

o 

J. 

Co 


4 


« 

§< 


4> 


I 


o 

CO 


o 


73 


^ 
^ 


c3 

a 


s 


CO 

CO 


(SS) 
8  A  «  p  u  n  ^* 


ioo^ao«0^e4»     e4'^ci^c4'«ci'<« 

+    » 


M       94       C4       C4 


"<•        "'T        ■*        •*     ^"^""^T' 


•(908) 

S.Cvp  H99J^ 


C9 

« 


C9       CO 


P4 
»4 


3^ 


s 


CO 


3 


•  •  •  •  •  •  •  ■  •••?* 


i 


o   . 

I" 

O 


6 

♦3 


8 

o 


ce 


CI 


o 
O 

0 

es 
.s 

I— 

4^ 


a 

fl 
a 

o 
(A 


0 
CO 

« 

I 

a 

o 


a 
p 


s 

g 


I 


A 
1-4 
CI 

« 

go 


ee  o 


*3  •  -.a  t- 

•^  S  «  «9 


(^z: 


d  ■■-• 


(» 


-3 


o 

1    « 
CO     »- 


a 
o 

« 

a 

CO 


.S® 


5  18 

■  OD 

rO  ^ 

0  0 

CO  CO 


e 

JO 

« 

0 
0 
9 


§ 


O 
0 
0 


£ 

o 

a 


*-*  c  f  o 


o      6 


0 

o 


0 

o 


P  4^    p  4d 


3  = 

CO    n    (:] 


•  c 

.a  JO 

0  0 

SO  CO 


o 

0 

0  -3 

CO  CO 

£  i 

O  Q 

33  13 


C4 

e 

e  I 
§  3 

«      CO 


a 
5 

«  Ed 


6 


e 

t 

0 

9 


•^     —     -S 


0       C 
9Q     OQ 


SP 


(0    3B 


9 


s 


to 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ^ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      371 


o 
P 


o 


m 

a 


PS 


a 

« 

a 


^ 


o 


S 


o  >• 

-  i-<  .      at 


C«       CI       CI       C4 


'^T' 


■*     -* 


"^   ■*   •*   ■^i   •«•   ©r' 


CI        C4       CM        C-1       d 


«       « ♦_ ♦ _♦ j(        « ^> «       .»__*__*_ *    _  .* :■'■ * 

acoooo^TfoOAet.'^dcicicii'ot'-^'^  moo 


CI 

CO 


o 

a 

.a 

a 

OQ 


•a 

a 

d    ^  S 

^  g  3 

»    :5  CO 


O 

5 

CO 


»4 

I 


n  ^ 


lO 

o 


w  w 

o      o 

CO      CQ 


0 

O 

CO 

e 

01 


s 

a 

OQ 


I  I 


5     5 


ii 
ca 


^     ^ 


0  0 

QQ      CO 


00      to 

o 

0 

o 


5 

0 
CO 


0 

CO 


a 
« 
.a 

o 


0 
CO 


OO       00 


e 

I  ^ 

.2  is  *  0  a 
•^  ®  o  c  o 

CO  »  ;z< 


9 

^^ 

h  ^ 


'3 

c    > 

9 


§ 


0 

es 


i  1 


I 


'0 

*  s 


<o  at 


i1 


5 


OS 


>  ^ 


§ 


1.2  "S 

>^  08 
<  S  ^ 

«8  5  O 

-3 -3  HI 


M 


Ai 


Si 


4j  a  o 
Ph     CO 


O 

0 

o 


CO 

odQ" 

®  9 

go 

OD   « 


ss 


B 


•o 


§5 

.5  ^ 

gl 

to 


•  '   cs 


o    i*    -a    -2  ,;*^ 


P  ■=^- 

0     Ur   S 

o  Ca 


•     -0 


m 
«• 

"o 

w 


5  ^' 


C/i 


"S    0  ^ 


«     H 
..2  o  o  « 

u  Bj:--'^ 

H    ^ 


0-  8 

o  « 

n  '0 

a  9 


00 

o 
C4 


o 

C3 


«0 


372 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


•c 

I 


o 
Q 


^  ^  a  P 

02  SB  5 


I 


•A 


o 


s 

I 


S 


o 

d 

•♦a 

a 
o 

o 

o 


I- 


8 

•<n» 


s 

IS 

cs 


I 


o 

t 

« 
o 


0 

o 


O 


9 
N 

CO 


hi  s> 

"Sbfe 


8  . 

o  S 


8 


m 


00 

o 


'(L) 


•(oQ) 


to 


lO 


AlOlOiOiOiO 


M     01     c«     c«     ea     M     etc^emcvM    <* 


(908) 


MMC) 


CO        CO       CO  CO 


oooooo    o 


■M    C*l 

M  O 


5 


SSS       3 


CO 
CO 


•-4       tH       iQ       iA       CO       CO        9'4>>3L~*^-SS 


CO  CO  CO 


5 


;^ 


I, 

o'es 

e:  M 
o  o 


o 
O 


§5 


§ 


a 

•J 
o 
u 

O    . 

Ha     3 

c  o 

I 


et 


M 


5* 
go 

esLcd 


CO 


o 
Q 


55 


•^      o 

Z>  a 

fri  a  ^ 

0«    : 
_•  w  sB 


a 

3  3  w     . 


3      §•§ 

©«5 


CQ 


MS  "c6 


p3  X  -s 


Sag? 

=^  00  3  C 

■■^  »_i  J3    3C 


•    5 

H 


r  o  »  « 

SOS'S 

a  eS 


s 

at 
•0 

•c 

o 


Pci 


3  oc 


P9 


5J^ 


.  a     ^ 


^  «  3  O 

J?^  tc«  «*2 

o  o  "3  E  ^^  © 


.3 
3 

S 

f>«    •  «• 

3  S  3 


«  o 

e  5 

3  CO 

o 
u 

^ ! 


0 

o 


s. 


^   s 

&  I 

o 

04     0 

o 


V3      30      O      O      dQ 


05 


o 

CO 

CO 


CO 

rH 
O 
CO 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ^ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      373 


i 


O 


o 

H 


s 

S 

e 

;                                         e 

• 

f- 

r                                                  oi" 

§ 

d 

) 
1 

1 

• 

1 

s 

5 


o 


S 


rt 


«    la     lO     lO     lo     o 


c* 

•♦ 


§3 


lO       lO 


to  lA  lA  lA  lO       lO       tti 


lO       iO 


com^iH 


nciC)        94       CI        O       09       M       CI       O       C1C9C3C1C1       CI       M       C«       M       C4 


i 


a 


0 

P. 

E 

c 


u 


o 

o 

o 

o 
1— 

o 

o 

o 
1-^ 

o 

9 
r-1 

ooooo 

rH  iH  i-»  rH  .-^ 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

^ 

• 

• 

• 

• 

« 

S3 

• 

rr^.^r 

t 

00 

• 

s 

• 

«  Mr-t  pH 


Scop 
ciciMn 


s 


*r    *» 


I 


=  3    o 


Cm     t; 

■6  s 


5    -S 

5  I 

i   I 

•  as      'r-^ 


III 


o 


« 

o 
p. 


0 
G 


JO 

o 


c  corr  = 


ss 


a  -55-=  e-s  «r:  «s-^ 


93     rx) 


O 

•mm 

o 

o  o  3 

k»   «^    M 

9^ 


-a 


.•3 

O  etf 

•»^  ns  x^^ 


^4  c 

2  ■§ 

2  I 

125  g 

o 


•i  S  § 


CO 


s 


S      *" 


1    ?'    S' 
I    I    J 

o      o 


6   3 

S55 


es  ea 

r.  at 

s  s 
van 


'fi  "* 

so 

s  o 


o 

(3 

O 
f^ 
<*» 

4 

flO 
pO 

9 
CO 


O 

"A 

s 

»3 


ce  s  eS  9  ?>'-• 

^  .S  «3  o  h    . 

•go-gf  g?; 
CO    CO    O 


•  •3  w  •^  0»  ■♦rf      •  ♦^ 

»-i   ■—  e_  ."^   i«s    ■* 


®     50CJ  c  o      o      o      o 


a 

o 


o 


• 

o 


a 

o 


Cs^<   S   V  s 
S  «^  r. 

_?!5-5  0-:= 
O    CO    oa 


□  a 
o  o 


«5t 

x  ac  C 

xri'Ji 


r-  «ft  J5  r: 


CO      CO 


«->    • 

T.    C 

CO 


r*^  •  O  O 

eo  B  B 

"  ®rrt  O 

4^  S  B  ■k' 

O  *  e8  e8 

«  i  ►-  — 

_a  C  -^  -- 


S 


08  O 

«  o 

B> 


B 


ce  eq 

^  >< ::  B 

«  &,'  u  et 
it  S  es-l 

^^    t-i    1<    !» 

as.® 

i^  *  2 

o  ?  ?  o 

>-S  ®  fi  ^ 


<i 


BEFOBT  OF  THE  POSTHASTE  R-OBNEKAL. 


i. 


H 


i    SS3SS    S    II    »   SS 


!lll :  i 


Ml"' 
i 
i 


1  I  ^li  ul} 
l^'ll|itoailpll|ll 

i    m~ 


BECOim  ASSISTANT — EI.ECTA1C  AlfD  CABLU,  JDLT  1,  1897.      363 


Sit     : 

SSfSSSSS    S    88      ZSSiSSS    S    3    E    SSKK    ^S 

a  iji 

S  : 

:  :8  :  : 
i  i"^  1  : 

•  :  :  : 
•i  ;  :  : 

ill 

e  :  i 

•4   1 

■ 

iil 
Mil 

1 

i: 
J: 

l\ 

(1 

Nil 

i  3  il 

aii 
IN 

In 

IN 

S'-  '■ 
1 ;  i 

i^\ 

III 

?: 
s: 

li 

E  I 

it 

a  1 

i 

a 
i 

1 

j 

1 

i 
1 

J 

1 
1 
1 

ii; 

|j  ■ 

III 
III 

I     I 


BEPORT    OP  THE  P08THASTES-QEHBBAI*. 


J 
I 


•^ 

■(U 


I"! 


li 


It 


I  * 


^     £     &     i       & 


s     s     s     s 

^  ^   ^   s 


^    S    §    i      S 


I     ss  eia^i 


issssssss     'ss  S3  X3  ce  sssa 


a  ;  :3  :  :S  ;  :e  :  :a: 


J 

I 


ijsfliiiiij 


"   3   £MS£^UBBiiiiila»SU. 


M 


iSitiPWuxiSsSSUi 


*|rtll|li 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — E1.ECTBIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  I,  1887.      365 
i  &  ^  ^  ■ 


J i 

1  I 


»  t. 

S    2    2-2322222222 

s  8  ssssgsasss 

^  3 

Z    e    »aS!3::SS3S8SS 

iiSN 


'Si  ! 


it! 


iiii- 


ill^' 


ilsiijl 

(i  ^  '^  ^  m'-=.'S^"''S=^|"S 

i  I  I  |ri^3Jll|i|il| 

ills  l«l|slsiJll|iliJ 

•Ji  i-'riiiiiiiiiiii 


REPORT  OF  THE  POSTUASTEB-OENEEAU 


lill 


I  Sill 


s  e  s»s  s  s  s  s 


1^1 


a 


II 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTBIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.       367 

&  &  i       a  I       & 


r. 

B 

8 

s 

s 

s 

8 

i 

S 

g 

S 

8 

6 

<tf 

u 

8 

8 

s 

~ 

' 

■ 

: 

i 

1 

^ 

^ 

}        ^ 

1  1 

* 

" 

1 

1             ; 

9 

i 

s 

1      I 

i 

i 

33SSSE       3£S3SS3;i»S 


1  iHil  S 


-I  lllllllllil  |!l:1-  i 


""  lllisilllii  \ii^%H»iA 


ii  ilitl 


s^' 


|ifi=, 


I 


BEPOBT   OF   THE   POSTUASIXU-GEMEEAL. 


il 


mil 


II 


II 


OS     : 

1  i 
I  ; 


'IS  I  s 


aa3333g|33":3 


f    I     V  '-s-jl   »I|I53^  -lllllll 

'I  ■  iiT 


ECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      369 


o 

•c 


o 

8 


I 


o 

•-"3 


5 


to 


3 
SS 


cS 


•0      lOOiAiO^       lO       lO       O 


CI    ciNe<«e<i99     C3     C4     ci 


N  dMocm  CI  e4  d 


2  wxr*r-« 


Q    t-    t- 

9   iH   r4 


■^  oo -r  Op  ^  oo  ■«#  CO  •«♦  00  *  oo  o  ^  »  ^  «e  i-« » ■-"*  oo  tt  00  "f  00  i^  »h 

wOi       »tf/»       »<5i       jy\ 

I  ■ 

■  ■ 

QoaoooaDeae4eocoeQe9eioc'icic4 

ooe»a»ooooooo(ooo'«*r>-r« 

OUXff^i-HrHi-il^L^CJDXOOOOOOO 

i-ii-i  'cici  'rtr4cli-Ji-i 


I 

I    «2 


CO 


a 

o 


2 

o 

9 


c 

a 


a 


II 


•aS-O 


« 


«       3CX 


a 
o 
:s 

«•*•  OB 

.553 

Ha 

1^   • 
«    .  o 

—  *-••* 

•—  «  • 


o 
o 

S 

c 


e 
o 


^    5 


w  »S  5 

5  I  ? 

00  3  -S 

2  I  ^ 

^  5  CO 

fl  a 


d 

0 

O 

I 

J 


S     5     eC    « 


O 

5Z5 

fl 

o 


5    5z5 
^5«     «i 


O 

}Z5 

g 

••^ 

5 

CO 


s  -^ 

5  3 

J  8 

GO  PQ 


o     2. 
'A     5Z5 

33     « 
•  c  t«  • 

s*^  a 
ao     CO 


e4 

o 

a 
o 


c 
a 

CO 

a 


o 


eS 


fl 

o 

5 

CO 

g 


n 


a     o 


oi^-*5j 

w     C5 


C  >;  W 

33  a  • 

5  o 


CO 


QO 


•  M  O  97- 


-24 


370 


REPORT  OP   THE   POSTMASTKR-GENERAL. 


So 


s 


p  °  o  « 


c 


eo 


00 


m 


d 
a 

■4.3 

p 

o 

o 

J. 

CO 


§ 


OB 


s 


I 


g 


00 

o 

00 

« 

O 


o 


CO 

a 


eS 
^« 

o  a 

a 


s    /  ■  ■* z 

"^p    ^T^*^^  w       ^c5^ ^cT' "eT' *"n^ ^"^1^ ^'^r' ^"^ ^^r* '"^f' '"V' ^^  ■♦    * 

_« *.__5 *__♦___*  ___* *         *         *         9         * •       _•  _«___i— 

ocaia         OkoiQoaO'«^t*<Daoaoo'^ 


C/3 


•(i) 


•(DOS) 


>A  o 


I 


So  I 


S 


e 
I 

o 


e 
O 

0 

o 

2 
£ 

o 
0 


S 

a 


OQ 


ci 


o 
O 

e 

!!« 

H 


O 


o 
o 

h 

o 


I 


til 


Gil 

M  a    0 
t-S    o 

£ 

c 

E 


^     1 

.-3       0 

a 

I 


a 


E 

5 


a 

9 


g 


Pi  ^ 


-*-<  C  -A  Ed 
—  B  5  © 

wO    CO 


55 


Ok 
.5§ 


seiei 


«  rt  D  H 

*  ■T'S 


•a 
m 


g 
I 

CO 


o 
o 

I 

00 


§  i 

a  •     > 
W     ^ 


ce 


i 


-  2  oS 
a-*  o  . 

2  >  a  © 

CO  n 


ca 
o 

0 
g 

s  2 


a     E 
^    S 

pq    PQ 


---SI 


6      6 


§ 


§ 


ao    CO 


0 

O 

«     S 

0       ^ 
GO      CO 

i  s 


C4 

o 

52; 

§  s 

«•       0 


§ 


a 

I 

a 
a 

-*% 

•  • 

e    c 
»   »5 

fl    a 

e 


►^    i    :i 


g 


0 

o 


3 


m 


a     s** 
oo   s 


CO 


S 


w 


SECOND  ASSISTANT ^ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      371 


6 
P 


o 


CM 


8' 

CI 


CO 


a 


& 


■s 


1 


lA 


s 


eS 


^Qi^ctpdn 


^  ^'•■^  ♦   t  I       *"»^  «  *-4»  '»4^>'  '*-<•<*-  *  4^  ■♦-  r   I      *  «-^.  4  4^^-  «  ♦^  *  4>^-  4  f>4~  4  »>^>  *  •'•^-  -^  4'^  4  4-4-   •- « 


CI        C<l 


CI 


'•'^■^•^^'•'CINCI 


CI        CI 


CI 


7 

• 

o 

« 

o 

o 

o 

S 

a 

s 

O 
CO 

s 

O 


CI        d        C9 


^     :f     o     o»     e     o 

CO        »         ^         •«•        iH         rH 


CI 


CI     CI     CI      I'-      r^     HI      -♦ 

I-         fH        ri         i-»         -^         ■^         "i* 
*        t-i        f-i        CO        CO        ^        <i^ 


§;§ 


CO 


CO 


n    n 


CO 


CO       ^        •-• 


CI 

CO 


o 
a 

9 
CO 


0  3  "Q 

1  «  ^ 

I  •  -a  ^ 

B  a  W    3 

i  I  "    -  g 

0     a  _  gU   '" 

5  5  (3*^  a  ■ 


00       o 

§ 

■•5 

d 

CO 


Q 
.d 

o 

oo     aS 


■S 

CO 

5 


a 

o 

so 

d 

03 


O 

d 

o 

•♦-» 

s 

« 

d 

CO 


5 -a  ® 

*  *  a 

♦^  L*.  9 

Ci    O    90 


1     ?3 

9       O 


C  o 


o 


ce 


'M 


a  a 

ea  eS 


5Z5       pL, 


CS 

St 


eS 


o 
d 


5 

CO 

I 

i;^  o 
Ph     CO 


d 


K5H 


d-2 


^     ^  ■^'6^ 


W  ■)  >-i4 

9  5   S 


4J 


g 


if.4  -F"  "^ 


C^ri; 


5 

CO 

(tp 

®  d 
£.2 

CO 


5 
X 


d  ^      * 


T 


|5 


d 
o 

CO 


d  i- 

•F-     «. 


M  o  e  flc 
*  d     5S 


es 
I 

> 

m 

O 

d 


CO 

so 

es 


« 


OB 


O 
» 


«0 


372 


REPORT   OP   THE   POSTMASTER-QENERAI.. 


o 
Q 


I 


«3  ffi      '        • 


I 


o 
o 


« 

.s 

•♦a 

a 
o 

o 


?5 


8 

«0 


s 

IS 


I 


o 

E 
s 

o 
ce 

3 

o 


0 

o 

S 

I— < 

o 


u 
S3 
g 


« 

N 


o 
«0 


OS 

Ck  . 
hi  '2' 

«-« 

a  Q. 

V2 


8  . 

o  S 

0 
<<1 


8 


eo 


O 
3~ 


•a) 


to 


•o     tf>     looio^ioia 


■(SO") 
siCvpuu  s 


M       d       C<       O       M       M       e«C«C4C«C«e« 


•(9oe) 


MM94 


CO        00       CO  CO 


o     o     o     o     oooooo 


M  O 


^  oSS  M       M       t^t* 


CO       00 


•a      la      00      00      9  :<■  u^  t;;  ift » 
^     C4     o     o     eoooooso 


i^ 


CO  CO  CO 


P  o  tf 


I 


9 


o*3 

^2  CO 

-«M>      Vl 


5 


2* 

go 

^. 

c  « 


5 

0 

« 

c4 

■*^ 


a 

O 
O 

Eh 

O 


t3 


C  9 

C  T 

eq 


a 


'0 
0* 

fetO 
«  4 


ec 

a 

•■■,^ 


o 


'0 

o 

et 


.0 
M 


5 


eo 


Pi 

s 


o 
o 


r*  s ":;;  i^  — ■ 


H«5 

.  OB  ee 


ri-0 

11 


•0 

a 


^.'^  O 
Of 

Ill 


CI 

o 
eo 

eo 


O  0  ta 

.sis 

"I' 


« 

r*i  w«j  0 

f^  «  0  O 
-^t>0   0 

6     -X  o 

a  «  .k 
■-1  >-a  c3 

asi  o 

Sfe|-H 


CO 

rH 
O 

eo 


•       9 


& 


a     w 

bc 


'« 


§ 

0 
CO 


o 

0. 


0) 

0 
bA 


^•5  — PS 


e 

0  s. 

Q 


m  8 


r^  •i-i 


^  ft 


0 

t  - 

•13     0 
■g     «  . 

fc^-'_r-   -     9     ^  St:©* 

*'^S5r!     -2     o     «r      -ill' 

't>  05«  o  * 
,♦»  0^73 

0 


O 
1^ 


« 

o 


e 


c 

«« 


33      O      O 


SCI  (9  S 

in  '*^  ^ 
S  0  •»: 


t2 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      373 


i 


8 

8 

i 

^ 

• 

iH 

8 

^ 

o 


o 

0 

a 

•3 

s 


O 


^ 


oc 


OtaiOiOtOlOiOiAiAO       kOiAiaiAiO       iO       lO        O       M       lA 


lA 


COeOr-tT-l 


nnci     C4     P4     CI     OM     ei     o     c4C9e4e<ic<9     m     c?     c«     cq     ei 


o 

o 

O 

o 
1^ 

o 

O 

o 

o 

o 

r-l 

1-4 

ooooo 

o 
ft 

o 

o 

s 

o 

• 

S 

00 

■ 

• 

• 

£2 

• 

m 

3 

• 

• 

^r^.^r 

5 

• 

00 

• 

3 

• 

s 

• 

■ 

«eO«H  rH 


0 
o 

•       ■       '  ^4^ 

0   05- 

CS  SSiO 

*"  •*  CO    ^ 

(T  «  :  o 

,  ,K  a 

^^  ^^  •^^  •«-• 

§§iS2  . 


o 

0 

o 


.a 

a 

QQ 


O 
0 

c 


o 

0 


5 

a 


S2 


O        0 
GQ       O 


n 


d   . 

•   fc     ■ 

*o  o 

?"3  o 

o  «  -a  eS 


CO 

09 


B 
O 

■«■> 
a 
■*» 
c    . 

"Z  CO 


g 


Ii5 


0 

iti    tfi    m    tn 


— !  «  «»   s  = 


«  O  «  r  s  ^ 

•^  >^.  -^  5  0  S 


S 
«' 


«.2 

2w 

M  0 
«  O 

^  9 

0> 

OS  S  IF 


J.S3  .  . 

c  0  Ci 

H  X  ^  0 
c  £.  o  e> 

_       _  ^^  S  s  ® 

1       5  S  ^  « 

I         %<<% 
-2        S  '^  ^  S 


£      hi 


0 

ce 


^^     «^     HV     r^ 


374 


BEPORT   OP   THE   P0STMASTER-GENEBA2,. 


o 


8 


Q  « 


^  m  *^  2: 


•B 

o 


in 

o 

lO 


00 
CO 

s 


o 

i 


XI 

ii 


o 
O 

.1 

S3 


4 


Q    l-N  M     M    ^ 


00 

<t-i 

o 
« 


CO 


t4 

g3 


^ 


3 
O 
P. 


9 
O 

'a 

V 

S 
o 


u 

3 
O 

ae 
O 


--^ — 

CI 

s 



— 

t- 
■^ 

13 

^ 

& 

CO 

J' 

fr» 

« 

» 

r 

» 

?J 

s 

^ 

X  'I 


a 
a  Pi 

CO 


'iZQ) 


rt  « 


eo  «  >■« « t* 


I  o      o 


«« 


ears 


«M 


CO  ^^  CI  lO  t-      o  o 


r?f3 


00  GO 


lAlAOOO         00         O 

ooooecoos^     e«^      ^ 


eon*Hf^ 


C9       d 


04  S4 


U3 

=  =  3 


•3  -H 


s 


p-  . 

O  38 

©^ 

-.9 

& 

o 
O 


o 
O 


c 

o 

hi 

•-3 


O 

00 


P4 


a 

a 

Si 

C 

•—I 

I 

o 


5 

a 
« 

5 

CO 


•s 


s 
o 

I 


u 

o 

CO 

et 

d 

9 

£ 
•-a 


^     6 

a 

S    d 

•-3       CO 


o 
r- 


o 
O 


bfi 

B 

1 

.a 


5    t'    ♦» 


^6 

e$  P 
O 


^  e  ti 
>  Pt. 


©  o 

"^  >  S  - 

Cj  _  o  ^ 


ca 


iI3 


•a 
©    • 


5 

04 


If 

is 


p 

..  §  i  2 1 

^  ^     5     ^  T~    ^1    *"• 

I  p^^  S  5  S.7  a 
p 


p 

8 

n 

W 

s 

o 

p 

41 


I' 


0 

y 

>> 
'9 

0 

0 

s 

» 

■ 

e 

a 


o 

>Z5 


& 


5 

p 

CO 

1 

p 

H 


<-•  p 

5?  a' 

p-9 

5** 

•  . 

2g 
?| 

**  d 


Mso 


4 
■ 


X 

0 

s 

g 

0 


a 

h 
9 

s 

0 

It 


CI 

o 
e 


CO 


n 

s 


m 


SECOND  ASSISTANT ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      375 


i 

'A 


5 


s 
+* 


o 


& 


6 
P 


is 


8 


o 
o 


^ 


s     s     s 

■  ■  ■ 


o 
o 


s 


2 


.a 
u 

1 

s 


u 

p 
5 


.c 

2. 

S 
3 


e 


o 


o 


o 


.a 


3 


e« 


n 


s 


I'- 

00 


o 

CI 
C4 


S       8 


X 

T4 


^ 


C4Ci 


Qoooioa 


t£>«o< 


CO  CO  n  V 


e 
.a 

'a 


e«e4 


coco 


OOOOiAA       ^'<« 


CO  CO  in  iO 

•       ■        •       ■ 

'         earn 


04  04 

oiel 


leio     ON 


coco 

09  CO 

tdtd 


CO  CO       ■^^ 

X  CO        i-<rH 

CO  60       00  CO 


r«  f  oc  t*  CO  CO 

O  &  K  lA  !-•>-• 

•           ■           ■          •  •          ■ 

i-(t-4  1-1  COCO 


00 

>» 

es 

O 


o 

6= 


OB 


•a 

s. 

^^ 

S  9 

p  « 


"sS 


Cl 

e4 


w2 


.  5   SB             ... 

"<     6*  ^  «e^  s  o  » 

3    B  e  «  a  t*'  o 

«     ®  t-  i£:z  3  e  * 

U3  a^s«^'3 


o 
O 

P< 


5 

a 
a 

o 


o 

si 


oi  eS 

^      •— r- 


o 
O 


o 


>.o 


CO 

CO 

to 


I 


0 
N 


1^  c 

©•5 


s 


o 


s 

H 
•a 


CI  « 


CO 


o 


-♦a 
CO 


(4 


©  S 


U3 

a 


§ 


«r=S  o  =  • 
«riHot>M 


o 

OB 

QQ 

a 

I 
H 


N 

a 

Id 


i»*fl  HOP  «5  o  g  a..::^  * 


o«2^  OF5 


lA 


m 


P 

fco 

p 

^  3 
V  o 

.SO 


g 


-  '^-"^.pi^.pj 


X  c 

'^'^     P.2 
e  o    ;  «,p 

4!p  ^.P   ft 
fc^'T  P-i  P 


*      e?? 


O 

P 


(4 

a 


:35Jp.2p«JSp«  — 

0     ©     «     s 

M       ^       >3       ^ 


I--2E.P 

« 

1^ 


p 

3 
tx 

c 

•mm 

> 

c 

O      O 

O     tS 
.     p 

•s    p 

cB       fj 
§      I 

p 


So 

P.  • 

-^  p 


5  ^*= 

P'^  S5. 

t-  ■ 


p 
.2 

c: 

« 
P 
© 
P, 

a 

o 
o 

p 

o 


f^ 


"S  a  .^ 
■^*  ••*  ^ 

>  >** 

c  o    . 

000 


^  o 

p2  ©• 

Ms.- 2 
P  >s 


8 


CO 

s 

CO 


CO 


o 


© 
o 

> 

S 

o 
'3 

I 

« 


376 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


s 
a 

a 
o 

Co 

a 

I 


4> 


rO 

o 

^ 


I 

• 


• 

• 

«  .• 

«a 

•*a 

Motiv 
powei 

ri 

• 

i 

u 

H 

- 

psgS 
•  §«p.2 

• 

2 

s 

8 

200.00 
350.00 

1 

s 

• 

s 

CO 

• 

§ 

<J»-g*^ 

<^ 

h' 

Cost 
per 
mile 
trav- 
eled. 

1 

• 

S 

• 

• 

• 

.94 

o 

. 

u 

s 

0 

S. 

• 
• 
• 

• 

1 

o 

1 

•s 

o 

1 

■s 

A 

Q 

o 

» 

• 
• 

• 

c 

• 

1 

~" 

H 

• 

• 

••^  w 

s* 

CO 

f«i 

• 

ss 

o 

s    ? 

s 

$ 

-ss 

. 

CO       le 

d 

^ 

m 

0:::  . 

•* 

o 

l3k             r^ 

e» 

e 

ga 

^.1 

^    s 

s 

6 

0* 

■<i 

*«- 

^ 

1 

0* 

^ 

^_,^^ 

^— , 

tL 

(i) 

C 

t^l-^^ 

)nooo« 

1     e 

s      ^ 

•     "* 

<*•• 

cieo 

eteieici 

• 

BiCvpiion 

fHf-( 

^^ 

w 

H 

•(zs) 

04 

64  (H^ 

i^» 

1- 

1 
^                         < 

1 
■ 

IH^ 

•  • 

•  • 

I     i     •     ' 

p> 

sXvpanc; 

1 

1 

•  f 

•  • 

1      .     •     • 

a 

a 

•(»oe) 

«0 

r-NN 

<«-^P4a»« 

c 

>         -^ 

'     •< 

■ 

■*^ 

MCO 

MCtetN 

CA 

SjCvp  3(99;^ 

— < 

r" 

4 

It 

teoo  o 

■        1        •        ■ 

1.83 

1.83 

.50 

.:>o 

)     a 

1      e 

S    Si 

* 

;  s; 

>        • 

1  t-1 

ss 

•        • 

ssss 

•        • 

^% 

i^ 

^1 

BOB 

s 

• 

:    S 

1     i  :   ?8 
i     :  :    d 

Si 

■              ■      • 

>       •  • 

:  :<B 

"'    .  .  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

2    8 

J^ 

■- 

.    .     e^ 

1    1   '   • 

,  .  •  • 

>k 

^ 

ra 

•c 

1       •    • 

^ 

>        •    *  0 

,  .  .  • 
■   •  •  ■ 

0 

i   i 

0 

c 

a 

»           I     !*!< 

»   •   •  • 

ce 

GS 

a 

5^ 

1       .    .*i 

,  .  .  • 

o.  . 

♦ 

« 

p^ 

1        .    •  u 

.  .  «  • 

if 

1!«   ' 

-5 

t 

c 
c 

'         *         ^         m 

>  o   ;   : 

»  .  •  • 

1 

1     :  iS 

•  I  •  ' 
.  .  •  • 

•  1  •  • 

•  1  •  • 

■sj 

©  9    , 

4/   ? 

fi: 

3 

1    :  :g 

•    •    •   • 

0  ; 

-*> 

<M  :  : 

1 
§ 

: ::: 

0   1   I  •  • 

ti  »-^ 

a  u>  • 

S8  ^) 

6 

be  •    • 

o  •  • ' : 

r 

p  0    ; 

0  O 

.5  > 

B 

B 

0  :  ; 

8 

!«  :  :b 

1  o    •    .  0 

1  • '  * 

15; 

o  o 
5U 

B 

^ 

.* 

;S  Ms 

o 

o     : 

U 

■2 

0 
> 

c 

>       1    ! 

}z 

i     :  :u 

•All 

1 

1 

• 

"5 
1 

continued, 
ewport,  Ky.,  Sub- 

nsfflr  St.ition 

u.  Cincinnati 

u,  Substation  No.  1 . 
,TranMfer  Station 
.),  Covington 

1 

■*- 

« 

< 

1 

2 

B 

% 

•A 

c 

B 
C 

u 
.ft- 

a 
•a 

s 

B 

> 

\ 

1 

5  s 

^g 

S^ 

St 

: :  :"■ 
,  .  .  • 

•  •  •  * 
1  •  •  • 
1  •  •  • 

•  1  • ' 
1  •  • ' 

•  •  •  • 
I  .  •  • 





•  •  '  ^ 
.     :  :e! 

;    s^«: 

a 
« 

CO 

KENTUCKY— 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  N 
station  No.  1. 
Cincinnnti.  Tra 

Tran.sf.r  Static 

Transfer  Statioi 

Substation  No.  ] 

Newport  (Station  A 

Station  A,  Tran 
Transfer  Stotio 
Trausfor  Statio 
Newport,  Tran 
Newnort-    Elev 

> 

'if 

port. 
Eleventh  and  Y 

c 

B  ;. 

1 

II 
1 

6 

Covington,  Lud 
Ludlow,  Covin;; 

« 

B 

h 

c 

1 

Newark,  Granv 
Oranviile,  Newi 

1 
1 

) 

1 

B 

0 

! 

'4-*       • 

p) 

CO 

^ 

^< 

>                C 

1 

Pi 

i 

1 

1 

s 

s 

r" 

s 

> 

1 
1 
1 

SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      377 


I 


e 
P 


d         6 
P        P 


s 
s 


s 


8 


S 


s     s 

§   i 


o  e  o  o  o        e        e 


S 

s 


o 


3 

« 
Ok 

5 


S9 


9 

s 


3 

i 


99 
Iff 


s 


le  lO  lo  lo  iO  iO  lO  ao  90  00     lO^ '^^eoeoeoeo     ccmetpi     <dio     <d^     ih^^ 


«     N 


•     •     •     •     •     I 


v-4    •i-^    'w^    iiH    i^    >     <D M CO fH fH i-i fH ^     toeae^^     too     loc^     f^iH 


totatatatotatatann     io  «h  ^  <«  eo  eo  eo  eo     eae*^^     mo     ciao     coco 


**   e«    de4«H»4   *    *         eJeJe«c<i'^'«cie4m'ad     eJe<eeeoe4e<e>le4     eoeo«H*-«     ^^     e4e4     ^'Wi     S 


4> 

til) 


e     a 


s      ce 

5.55 

00 


as«2 


s  c 
: 


e 
>     00 


—  -<->  — 

p  o  ^  « 
QQCfiOC 


d  ®  o 
O  O  «B    - 


2  >» 

.    -  tl  s 


3 


e 
O 

>» 

o 

•a 

a 

9 

o 


M  a 


S5a 


6 

>5, 


§ 


^ 


o 
O 

o 

B 

'S 

> 
o 


K-a 


2  «  ^   -   -xW  >  o  o-r  * 


35 


«PQ^  ® 


•c 


P 
c 


S 


3   * 


CO 
CO 

ei 


o 

• 

o 

I 

> 


O 

>> 

s 

9 
> 


S  6 

>  > 


•5  5  5  *  t«oc5 

9  «  cs  «a 


55 

72  0) 


s  s 


3.2  ® 

3 


O 

a 
o 


^5 


6 
ee 


_,<i5'o 
9  fl  ' « 

©SB  * 
^  oj  «  o 

5»|" 


a 


•r  et 

eg 


5^^ 


cc 


>    M 

s 


G      0      5 


s 


eo 

CO 


eo 
eo 


00 

s 

3 


o 


ce 


378 


REPORT    OF    THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


JO 

o 


I 


P 


d 
P 


^ 


^ 


SS 


s 


o 
o 


s 

8 


CO 


o 


I 


a 

'•♦3 
o 

IS 


s 


Q 

.2 

I 


O 

P 

s. 

« 

O 

6 


o 
•a 


o 
•a 


o 


o 
•0 


s 

CO 


M  CI 

S       3 


3 


CD 
CI 

s 

C9 


« 
Cf2 


•a) 

9A».pang 


COM       l>l>       CM  O  e«  ffd  M  C9  M  09  e«  C4  09  e* 


C«  e«  M  C4  04 "« < 


•(9oe) 


M  C4  CM  S^  7)  94        COCO       C«  t-       09  91  M  CM  Ct  CM  C4  e«  C4  M  C4  C9 


04  94  94  ?4  CO  0  09  01 


US 


:^ 


So  to  ift  OO  CO  o  o 

l5  CM  C'l  CO  00  CO  CO 

eococMMfHiH     OkOk     o»o»     oacM         C4  oa  ^  i-<  fH  «h  ce  eo         r4iHO«oii^f^e«e« 


<p«oesa>t~£«eMe4^ci«c<D 

eOKOOOOiHrNiHr-iOOCMCa 


ccx'<9««aax* 
ooeir4»  *«-'■• 


So  d 

^  s 


il 

C3  ki 

O 

Q 


o 
O 

• 

•-^ 

o 

•a 

c 

« 


i 


CO 


0 

*-S 

c 
o 


o 
O 

I 


ee 


J     ^  ^^ 

H       fe   S  ^  w 


O 

eo 


o 
O 

9 


as 

a 

-s 

u 

o 


OJ 

00 


o 


-a 

u 

a 
o 

a 

d 
,3 


o 


00 


e 

is 

p; 


e 

3 
.S 

a 


o 


0  Q  O?^ 


56  = 


£--H-f  sit" 


P5 


o 
o 


«-•  CM 

P  O 


« 


^       ^       S3 


8 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      375) 


i     ^ 


c 
P 


s 

6 


3 


s 

CI 


o 


S 

o 
I** 

CI 


i 


^ 


8 


is 

^ 

S 

H 

s 

s 

s 

• 

00 

> 

o 

C5 

lA 

l- 

-* 

d 

•H 

^N 

^- 

o 


JO 

s. 

I 


O 


« 


CO 


d 
rt 


3 


«M 


ooGBoeooao      e4M         '^ 


C4CilCIS« 


MMfHrH       MM 


MR 


I         I 


eooeaoeooo      ■«<«  •« 


iH^        MM 


meo 


MCI  MCI 


MMr-(«-l       MM 


S8 


O06  CO  90  n 

■«•  -*  '•I  t- 1* 

CJvHCOMM 


3^1 

•  « 

Me9 


s 

00 


CO 


OC  OO       CQ  CO 

•       •  •       J 

(om      MM 


lOOClC] 

«       »       t       • 

lO  m  lAlA 


tS  '^  «P  O  MM      fl 

««|<«>MCI  OO       5 

•          •          ■          •  •           • 

m  eo  aO  i/»  MM 


Q     '    •  9 


2  —  a.     <S 

>•  J  £  •  ?  «  * 


o 

CO 


■fe 

o 


■*» 

«s 
n 

6 

a 

5 


:« 


M 


3 

>» 

d 

o 


5 


'S. 

o 

H 


fci  ^  M  ^       ^M 


M 

CO 

• 

M 


O 

O 

I 

h 

'/} 

•»< 

eg 

d 
O 


•CI  do 


55g5 

a 


al 


r/i 

a 

«  5:5  £5 

S  ^  a  &«j 
3  2*  SS 


5S5 
S  d 

QQ 

o 


•  £  a 

:  c2 


3 


O 

9 

9-2 


Od 


o 


in 


1c 


X 


«  «  S  ® 


2§.?§5§ 

a*  '^  ^^  .M  ^^  *^ 


"  d 


es  a  *    .  d 


5i5^  1-52 


00 


d 
o 

S 

CD 

d 

CO 


o 


M 


a4 


a 


e:  eS 


(4 

«  o 


a  a  CO   .  „  _ 


lp 


>>. 


^'*d.5  5 
?5'SOco 

d 


<S     g 


<T3 

4    •  9 


•d  ^ 

^5^^ 


o  es 


1  ^ 


o 


o 


O 


3       S3 


a 

rH 

O 
p-l 


o 


MMC5 

000 
-^  i-i*-! 

CO  P^S  CO 
00  CO  CO 


380 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-QENERAL. 


o 


d 

P 


6 
P 


& 


o 


o  ^  a  p 
O  ©  i;  g 


8 


s 


s 


i 


t 

« 

CO 

9 

o 

»-t 

r^ 

■O 

d 

• 

9>4 

ci 

• 

»H 

s 

t- 

o 

t- 

e« 

■* 

m 

^ 

« 

P^ 

^ 

•^ 
^ 

apsis's 


5 


S 


So 


CO 
00 


d 

a 
o 


«» 

§< 


t 

*5 


se 


I 


9 


9 

<t-i 

O 
a 

s 


(4 

o 


o 


o 


o 
•a 


S3 

S. 


o 

6 


c 

••J  s 


CO 


^ 


o 


s 


00 


e>« 


es 
O    . 

•31 

§1 

n 


s 


o 
o 


3 


s 

if 


to 
to 

m 

i 


s 


o 

00 

•a 


CO  CO  00  CO  CO  CO   CO  CO  CO  CO 


00  CO  CO  00   00  CO  CO  CO  CO  CO 


*(ZG) 
9Av pang 


e4e<ae>9  7i9«e<4     mc-imm 


MMMM       MM^e^CMe*  i>4r4 


•(90S) 


,H  i-l  r-l  r-l  <-(  r-(        OOOO 


OOOO         iH  •^  f-t  fH  ^4  t-1 


iJ  o 


I 


S^M  CO 
o»oo 


w  ?<  t-^- 


A  X  OC  O  OS 


104  04 


04r«»H^     e9ci«H»H04C4i 


CO  CO 
C4C{ 


•S3 


&.   . 

«  a 

rz  be 

Is 
5 


■«>> 

g 

O 


a 

5 


a 

CI 

9 

c8 


0 

e 
c 


c 

a: 

■*» 

9 
9 
b> 
«4 
•/) 
O 

tc 

C8 
O 


s 

^ 


» 


CO 


C4 

(< 

9 

CG 

O 
bC 

« 

.a 
O 


5^5 


^      o 


c 


:3 
7J 


CO 


*3 


o 
u 

■«-i 

.a 
o 


s:^ 


CO 
09 


65 


c3 

a   r 


.^  g  — ■  -w^  — ..-—I 


c9 


U 


Z  X  a  a  a  St  tji'n  «?  :; 


'/) 


•so 
O 


B  ?£ 

«  O  O 
Ji  ■•-■  "r 

<.*   88  rt 


bCO 

q  «  c 


O       ■    B    *w    W 

•«     O     ^    «^    *^ 


dag. 

S  S  j^'  B 
a  6  e^a 

sssi 

.Si 
u 


ca 
ei 


Is 

p6 


^5 


3 


o 
M 


SECOND  ASSISTANT ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      381 


& 


a 
^ 

3 


o 


6 


o 
o 


CO 

n 

m 

CO 

99 


CO 


d 

•A 


s 

3 


o     tn 


o     » 


o 

0 

o 


o 


.4 
o 

I 

o 


e 


ST 

O 

a 


^ 


s 

^ 

o» 

ed 

to 


s 

's; 

•A 

O 

94 

1  of 

1^ 

-^_, 

1 

c<ei9ic« 


■  Its 
I  •  <  • 
•     •      •      ■ 


C4i-1i^d9<Mi^^ 


t-t- 


e4 


9 


.  P 

.  3 

CO 


C«  iH  fH  91  M  91  iH  ^ 


MNOM 


CO 


t«  O  lA  ^  «  •«  d  C9 


t»t» 


M        CO  60  00       CO        CO       pH         ? 

r3 


e«     lO     lO     CO 


•3 

4> 


»•        »• 


00  oS  «  «S  S  c<  S  So 


OC  30 

e'3  CO 


S5    8Sg    S    S    g     ^ 

•  •      •      •  •  •  M 

IH        iHi^  «H        CO        pH        -^ 


i 


ScOSMPgW 


I 


s 


CO 

so 


CO  rs  2 

CO  CO  CO 


882 


BEPOUT   OF   THE   POSTMASTEB-GENERAL. 


C     • 


P  *  fl  j 


s; 


I 


5 

I 


0 

.a 


I 

I 


I 

o 

i 

o 


I 


■TCr 

o 


^ 


p. . 

bcS 
fl  P. 


S 


^ 


O 
CI 

to 


-a) 


OM 


SAVpaiif; 


C4     dCici     d     e4ciie4e>< 


CO 


CQ  CQ 


09        Cie4C<4        t-1        i-lfHr-4iH        r4        iH        r^  r-l 


•(902) 


CQror^     N      eiP4e>i      ^      '<«'«cccq     ms     io     «tf3fH         ^     ^     e<ci?<ei 


5  p< 


^ 


■       •      •  * 


m 


CI  ac  a  M      CQ 

^  CI  t~  r-<        ri 


a 


r-"CH*  »-l       «  * 


BO  a 

^    2 


L 

8  4 
Eg 


I 


o 
Q 

P^ 

■«-* 
o 

« 

p 

n 

o 

G 


I 

es 

I 

CO 


a 
o 
o 


o 

CO 
V) 


!5     "^ 


"  «  S  5  ^  ? 

•"  J3  ^  *^  £  £ 
EC 


6    ♦^ 

§      ^ 


-  «4 


a*j  s  at: 2j 


5  . 
a  o 


& 


ri'O 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      383 


5 


<^ 


CO 

at 


n 


o 


s 


a 


0* 


s 

8 

CO 

09 

si 

i 

9- 
1-« 

M?*ctcioi?<»9:eo     es     C9  e«  &i  m  e4  9<i  e«  e« 


lOlOiO 


•OlO^'<«^        •«        •«  •«  Ca  64  Cil  M  e«  M  M  CI 


Q«ioioioiocoeco9     eo     d  n  9i  C4  et  »<  cm  ev         '■^■'^^     ^     ^'<#'<#^^     '<«i     '<#^94dC4C<cicie«c< 
f^>HM«-t         ri     ^4     ^N*Hric4com'«^  p4     ^     vNiH  meo  ^4^^ 


CI 


I 


-  •§- 

z  c-**  s  «^ 
%  fl  fl  C3  5 

if 3  030 

iJ  ■  •  OB  C 

w  s  s  s  :3 

OOXXCCOQ 


s  a  s  cs^ 


5' 


3 


< 


384 


REPORT   OP   THE    POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


•s 

s 


s 

s 


& 


o 


1si 


s 

« 


s 

■ 

n 

CO 


s 


3 


o 
o 


M 


5 

I 


0 

a 

d 
o 
o 


•s 

1% 


I 

O 
« 

«M 

o 

3 

O 


.a 
o 

s. 


.a 

9 
O 


1 

3 


o 


O  Q 


BO  S) 
CO 


si 

CO 

i. 

4 


3 


Ok 
QO 


s 

lO 

s 

CM 


s 

i 


s 


o 


(Li 
sXupHOH 

•(zs) 

■Avpung 


"^i^OMM       d 


CO  CO  60  CO 


MM 


eom     <DCi 


MM^MiH        vH 


•     'MM 


»HCQ       Ot> 


<«^?4Me4        M 


CO  CO  00  CO 


•»   * 


eoeo     «9i 


■       •       •       4 


to  VB  O  <D 


0000       lOiO 
iHfH        OO 


SECOND  ASSISTANT ELECTRIC  AND  CABLE,  JULY  1,  1897.      385 


o 

(4 


I 


o 

p 


s 

2 


00 
CO 

o 

o 


s 
si 

Cl 


«o 


s 

00    f 


A 

o 
a 
o 
0. 


s 

a 


■o 

1 

0 

!                        ^ 

1                           ri 

1                                      c 

•a 

» 

1 

o 

o 

o 

— 

'J 

O 



— 

s 

8 

§ 

S 

S 

>    s 

1 

1 

g 

Ol 

)                                    n 

• 

^ 

s 

3 

)                                  t* 

1^ 
04 

s 

^4 

^ 

c 

.             . ^ 

:                            «4 

s 

oT 

e«    C4 


CO  CO  00  CO 


»^r^^ 


CI  04  'M  esi  e«i  N 


d  C4  L<3  eo  CO  eo 


cicacieM 


•a 

3 

a 

1 

a 
•«« 

»^ 

a 

J 


n 

o 

M 

« 


« 


a    c« 


e«e«i 


ri    04 


-n^eoeo 


CO^iHiH 


04  04  Ol  04  M  04 


04  01  CO  CO  CO  CO 


04  04  04 


«      01 


•  a 


ea  mm 


•-I  r-i  O  O 

«4e«coeo 


qcoo^  '«o  o 
•a  lO  fH  f^  f-4  ^4 

•       ••••• 


<D  tt  00  00  <P  CD 
to  a  r^  f*  r^  f* 


ooao»  o 

•         •         ■         • 


s 


i 

13 


P  M 


CO 

G  97- 


-25 


CO 

o 
o 

s 


O  3 

e  o  o 

to  zs  to 

CQ  CO  so 


386 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


•8 

53 


6 
P 


& 


<s 


o 
Q 


'S'ft^ 


I 

o 


o 

00 

3 


8 


o 
o 

C9 


s 


s 

■ 


O  ij 


♦*  t_  ©  ►!_  — 


I 


-♦3 

s 
o 

O 


o 


a 


.a 

P 

o 

e 


o 


o 
'3 


o 


o 


e 
•3 


o 


•r"    ^' 

CO 


1^ 

Co 


s 
"^ 


V 

^ 


00 


« 

s 

;« 
« 

u 
« 


-as 


s 


m 


s 


00 

m 


eo 


M 


3    • 


l5«PH0H 


•(908) 

B^UP  1190  AV 


bfC 

»-^  o 


■           •••  t»  ■■••«•»•  •! 

•  ••t  ••  •■••••t*  ■• 

•  •■•  ■•  lltfllttt  •! 

•    ■    ••  ••  tf**«*it  f« 

C4C4CIC4  iHfH  rH  1-1  (H  i-l  rl  iH  r-i  iH  04  99 

S       OONC4  SbOO  f-t  rS  i-l  i->  lO  m  t>- l>  <D  » 

j2     ^_;^pH  ejci  -J -««l  N  c4  i-i  t-4  iH  f-5  cisi 

J^         rHP-. 


CO  CO  C9  CO 


«      « 


CO  CO  CO  CO 


M    e* 


ssss 

•       •       •       •  •  • 

cocoelM         »H    .^ 


o    o 


cod 

o 


^ 


CI 


1-4 

u  3 


•8^ 

O  o 

«4 

t; 

^♦J 

S 
O 

^  "^^ 

c^ 

+*  >» 

ee  h 

«^ 

U   bi 

*•*• 

J 

as 

1^ 

I 

o 
O 

5 

9 
I 


>>a 


o 

a 
o 

o 

2 

H 

SB 

S" 

c 

ee 
H 


a- 


-ess 
0550 


0.0  qS 

o 


„  o 
n  o  a 

bH  » 

o   .^ 

o  O  -: 
C  J  ® 

s.i.i 
lis 


j;.    ^q  c  ^  q 

•S  08:5  «  h  t- 

^s  «f  5^  S  S 
21'  s  a  es  c  o 

ohIhsw 

V 

cs 
H 


«3 

;c 

c     _ 
c  q:= 

•-=  S 

SEg 

«   Oj   « 


C4 


w  ^  » 

s  §  « 

>5 


S 


--Si 


o 


o 

q 
o 


a 

o 

a 
H 


n 


IS 


»2;i^ 


4  h  b  «* 


^  .0 

"S  S  -  A 

o  St*  S5 
"  .'  •» 


e  g  («  C^ 

*  C  o  — 

u    u 


o 


5 

s  o 


&' 


s 


s; 


1(».  76 


;.{ 

- 

3.90 

1.54 

.52 

4.48 
2.98 

12.84 
17.27 

4.20 

10.87 

35.10 

1.81 

3.30 

'"'.39' 
4.24 
0.95 

0.17 
$0.21 

3.78 
1.03 

.'151 

3,512.47 

$6,761.70 

811, 189. 12 

41.00 
37.16 
20.20 

34.53 

.14 
10.47 

.10 

15 
4. 488.  62 
17, 610. 02 

121, 978. 32 

ill 

r»5 

J  5.  50 

11.37 

.17 
$8.07 

.04 
128 

1.47 

124. 68 

2.40 

2.08 

23.52 

2,  ri87 

4.71 

173.475.23 

681.23 

$1,220,662.22 

241,001.80 

•  .'M  71. 542. 09 

3,704,»78.60 

33, 876. 621. 10 

1,470,724.02 
4,384,032.22 

.28 

4.53 
1.G3 

2.60 

273,190,350.71 
11.04 

..«.••••  . 

388 


SEPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTEU-QENEBAL. 


SECOND   AS8I.STANT ^TOTALS   OP   MAIL   SERVICE. 


389 


^.—Mail  service  ae  in  operation  June  30^  1896  and  June  SOj  1897,  ehowing  ina'eaae  and 
deereoitef  and  percentage  of  increase  and  decrease,  from  June  SO,  1896  to  June  30, 1897, 


Itoma. 


BTAB  8ESV1CB. 

amber  of  rontea 

poj^h  of  routes  (niilos) 

nutial  rate  of  oxpezuliture.. 
amber  of  miles  traveled  per 

snnoni 

ate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled 

(cents) 

tteof  cost  per  mileof  len^b 
vers^  number  of  tripe  per 
week 


SPECIAL  OFFICB  8KBVICB. 


umber  of  routes 

mgth  of  rout4>s  (miles) 

anoal  rate  of  expenditure. . 
umberof  miles  traveled  per 

annum 

ate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled 

(cents) 

ate  of  cost-  per  mile  of  len^^th . 
verage  number  of  trips  per 
week 


STKAXBOAT  8BRTICB. 


Fnmber  of  routes 

«ag'h  of  routes  (miles) 

iBBnal  rate  of  expenditure. . 
lumber  of  miles   traveled 


per  annum 

ute  of  cost  per  mile  traveled 
(cents) 

iUteof  cost  per  mileof  length . 

Irerage  number  of  trips  per 
»eek 


lAILBOAD  SEBYICB. 

Smnber  of  routes 

Lei)<rth  of  routes  (miles) 

^Doal  rate  of  expenditure: 

For  transportation 

For  raUway   post-office 


CUB. 


For  transportation  and 
railway     post  -  office 

^        cars  combined 

AuBber  of  milea   traveled 

^PQ*  annum 

*>teof  cost  per  mile  traveled 
(cents) : 

For  transportation 

For  transpofrtation  and 
nulway  post-office  cars 

|.      combineia 

*•(«  of  cost  per   mile   of 
length: 

For  transportation  

For  transportation  and 
railway  post-office  cars 

.      combined 

Average  number  of  trips  per 
nek 


IllL-llEaSENOBB  8BBVICB. 

^OB)  ber  of  routes 

•^flh  of  routes  (miles) 

^antl  rate  of  expenditure . . 
fmnber  of  miles   timveled 


June  30, 1896. 


20,697 
261. 5.53. 54 
15,335.891.531 

118,792,665.66 

4.49 
$20.40 

4.36 


1,349 
9, 453. 22 
$25, 719. 28 

2,349,180.12 

1.09 
$2.72 

2.38 


138 
12. 785. 60 
$418,779.58 

3,627,845.18 

11.54 
$32.75 

2.72 


2,715 
172,794 

$28,941,880.47 

3,463,916.70 


June  30,  1807. 


32,405,797.17 
268,806,324.49 

10.76 

12.05 

$167.49 

$187.54 
14.95 


7,177 
5, 705. 36 
$1, 175, 888. 19 

12,488,734.97 


21, 517 
265. 598. 98 
$5,363.U03.4H 

124,123,415.60 

4.82 

$20.19 

4.49 


795 
5, 940. 75 
$18. 957. 58 

1,537,991 


1.23 
$3.10 

S.48 


153 
17,274.81 
$426, 389. 55 

3,749,823.60 

11.87 
$24.68 

2.08 


2,587 
178,475.23 

$30. 171, 542. 60 

3, 704, 07a  50 


S3 
OS 


820 
4. 045. 44 
$28,011.87^ 

5,330,740.94 


o   . 

|l 

is 

EtcT 


5S 

IT!®  t 

Ikrt  f^  Qk 


w  c 


(3  fl  s 


.13 


.14 
$0.47 

.10 


15 

4. 488.  62 

$7,610.02  ' 

121, 978. 32 


33,876,621.19 
273,190.356.71 

11.04 

12.40 

$173.92 

$195.28 
15.14 


7.098 
5, 189. 71 
$941,364.41 

9.788,029.04 


681.23 
$1,229,662.22 
241,061.80 


1,470,724.02 
4,384,032.22 

.28 

.35 

$6.43 

$7.74 
.19 


3.00 

1.54 

.52 

4.48 
2.98 

12.84 
17.27 

4.20 

10.87 

35.10 

1.81 

8.36 

""'.39" 
4.24 
G.95 

•  •«■««• 

0.17 
$0.21 

3.78 
1.03 

551 

3,512.47 

$0,761.70 

811, 180. 12 

41.00 
37.16 
26.20 

34.53 

.17 
$3.07 

.64 
128 

1.47 
2.46 

23.52 
4.71 

4.53 
1.63 

2.60 

2.00 

3.83 

4.12 
1.27 

79 
515.65 
$234. 523. 78 

2.700.705.93 

1.10 

0.03 

10.94 

21.62 
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G. — Mail  sef'viceM  in  opet^ation  June  SO,  1896,  and  June  30, 1897,  etc. — Continaed. 


Items. 


IIAIL-MESSKNOKR     8BRVICB— 

contiuued. 

Rateof  cost  per  mile  traveled 
(cell  1 8) 

Ra  teof  cost  permile  of  length. 

Average  number  of  trip^  per 
week 


BBOULATION,    BCRBEN,   OB 
OTHBB  WAGON  8KEVICE. 


Nnmber  of  routes 

Length  of  routes  (railed)  

Annual  rate  of  expenditure . . 
Nnmberof  miles  traveled  per 

annum 

Bate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled 

(cents) 

Rateof  cost  per  mile  of  length . 
Average  number  of  trips  per 

week 


BLECTBIC  AND  CABLE  OAB 
SERVICE. 


Number  of  routes 

Length  of  routes  (miles) 

Annual  rate  of  nxpen<lituro. . 
Number  of  miles  traveled  per 

annum 

Rate  of  cost  per  mile  traveled 

(centM) 

Bateot  cont  per  mileof  length. 
Average  number  of  trips  per 

week 


June  30, 1890. 


0.41 
$20G.  10 

21.04 


36 
1,021.76 
9548,620.00 

3,323,674.02 

16.50 
$536.  93 

8L27 


BAILWAY  rOST-OFriCB  CLERKS 

Number  of  clerks 

Annual  rate  of  expenditure. . 

MAIL  EQUIPMENTS. 

Mail  bags,  mail-bag  catchers, 
etc 

Mail  locks  and  keys,  etc 

Repair  shop  for  mail  equip- 
ments  


Total  annual  expendi- 
ture   


June  30, 1897. 


7,408 
•7, 504, 377. 00 


$269, 827. 68 
39, 067. 38 

7,881.06 


316, 756. 12 


$171, 238. 75 


32, 112 
463,313.57 


NECEBSART  AND  SPECIAL  FA- 
CIUTIE9  ON  TRUNK  UNB8. 

Annual  mte  of  expenditure. 

BECAPlTULAXrON. 

Total  numlier  of  routes 

Total  length  of  routes  (uilleH) 

Total  annual  rate  uf  expendi- 
ture   i  $47,993,067,575 

Total  number  of  miles  trav-  i 
elod  per  annum '  409,388,424.44 

Rate  of  co8l  per  mile  trav- 
eled (centn)  11.72 

Bate   of  cost  per   mile   of 
length $103.58 

Average  number  of  trips  per 
week 8. 49 


0.61 
$18L39 

18.13 


171 
1, 521. 18 
$703,876.00 

5.009,600.79 

14.04 
$162. 71 

31.66 


170 
1,031.91 
$183, 038. 43 

8.451,172.71 

5.30 
$177. 37 

32.15 


7,602 
$7, 782, 547. 00 


$341,958.47 
44, 842. 10 

7,744.04 


304,544.61 

$170, 932. 50 

32, 491 
47U,  032. 07 

$49, 862, 074. 68^ 

420,  850, 479. 35 

11.84 

$106. 08 

8.6(T 


o  > 
cor* 

.23 

9  _ 


.20 


135 

490.42 
$155, 256.  UO 

1,686,016.77 


.30 


104 
$188,170.00 


$72,130.79 
5,774.72 


77,788.49 


¥ 

go 

S3 


$21. 71 
2.91 


2.46 
$74.22 


o  o 

c;QO 

gas 


2.12 


375 
48.87 
28.29 

50.72 


1.24 


85 

effl 

Hi 

Pi 


11,462  054.91 

.12 

$2.50 

.11 


2.80 
1.02 
2.41 
1.29 


1L» 
U83 


14.90 
13.82 


379 
6, 718. 50 


$1,869  007.10A I    3.89  i  — 


Note.— Beginning  July  1,  1^6,  two  new  items  of  appropriation  wei-e  provided:  "Regulation 
screen,  or  other  wagon  Hervice"  and  ''  Kloctric  and  cable  car  service."  Kegnlation  wagon  sarvico  ▼** 
taken  from  star  service,  and  screen  wagon  nervice  from  mail-mesMenger  service.  Electric  and  oabl* 
car  senrice  was  taken  partly  from  railroad  and  partly  from  mail-meaaeni^r  aervioe. 
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fic0  of  miUagty  tncraaM  in  mxl&igt^  annyMl  trantportationf  and  cast  of  the  rail- 
road iervice/rom  18S6  to  June  30, 1897. 


Date. 


6. 

7. 

9. 
». 
0. 
1. 
2. 
3. 


9. 
). 
I. 
I. 
I. 
I. 
5. 
S. 
7. 

3. 
9. 
D. 
I. 
I. 
2. 
3. 
I. 
5. 
S. 
7. 
J. 
). 
). 
I. 


Length  of 
routes. 


MilM. 
974 


S.0Q1 
8*714 


4,092 


4,402 


4,735 


4,057 

5.407 

6,8M 

8.256 

10,146 

12,415 

14,440 

18,333 

20,823 

22,530 

24.431 

26,010 

27.120 

16,886 

22,018 

21,338 

22,152 

22,616 

23,401 

32,002 

34.015 

30,018 

30,537 

43,727 

40,834 

57,011 

63,457 

67,734 

70,083 

72,348 

74.546 

77,120 

79,001 

85,320 

01,569 

100,663 

110,208 

117, 160 

121,032 

123,033 

130,049 

143,713 

150,381 

154,779 

159,518 

162, 576 

166,952 

169,768 

171, 212 

172,794 

173,475 


Annual  tnuis< 
portatiou. 


MiUi. 
*1, 878, 296 
*1, 793, 024 
*9, 356, 852 
*3, 896, 056 
*3, 889, 053 
«  3, 946, 450 
•4,424,262 
*5, 692, 402 

(*) 
*  5, 747, 355 
*6, 484, 502 

(•) 
•7,781,828 


4,170,408 


4.827,400 


4,861,177 
6,684,508 
8,864.503 
11,082,768 
12,986,705 
15, 433, 380 
19, 1002, 409 
21,809,296 
24,267,044 
25,763.452 
27.268,384 
27,653.740 
15,701.003 
23,116,823 
22, 777, 219 
22,871,558 
23,-301,942 
24,087.568 
30,609.467 
82,437,900 
84,886,178 
41,890,284 
47,551,970 
55,557,048 
62, 491, 749 
66,621.446 
72.460,545 
75,154,910 
77, 741, 172 
85, 358, 710 
92,  lao.  :i95 

93,092.002 
96,497,463 
103, 521, 229 
113,995,318 
129,198,641 
142,541,392 
151,910,845 
165, 699. 389 
169,689.866 
185,485,783 
204,192,489 
215.715,680 
228,719,900 
230,731,509 
252. 750, 574 
264,717,595 
267,117.737 
268,806,324 
273,190,356 


Coat  per 
annum. 


•$807,444 

•404.123 

•520.602 

•505.353 

•585,843 

432,568 

•738,687 

531, 752 

•802,006 

•843,430 

587,709 

•870,570 

687,709 

507,475 

507,923 

584.192 

587,204 

635,740 

818,887 

065,010 

1,875.580 

1,601,829 

1, 758, 610 

2,073,080 

8,810,380 

2.550,847 

8,828,301 

8,243,974 

8,349,668 

1978,910 

2,543,700 

2, 408, 115 

2,538,517 

a,567,0U 

2,707,421 

3,381,502 

8,812,600 

4, 177, 126 

4,723,680 

5, 128. 001 

6,724,070 

6,602,771 

7,257,106 

0, 113, 190 

9,216,518 

9, 543. 134 

$0,053,936 

9, 566, 595 

119,067,590 

10, 498, 966 

11, 613, 368 

12, 753, 184 

13,887,800 

15,012,603 

16,627,083 

17,886,512 

18,056,272 

19,684,950 

21, 638, 618 

23.305,232 

25.183,718 

27, 126, 529 

28,010.105 

30,858,190 

31, 205,  342 

82, 405, 797 

33,876,521 


Inoreane 

inleoKthof 

roatea. 


MiUt. 


2,ir 


623 


310 


833 


222 
540 
1,389 
1,369 
1,891 
8,260 
2,025 
8,803 
1,090 
2,207 
1.001 
1,579 
1,U9 


1,775 


814 
464 

785 
18.691 
1,923 
2,003 
8,519 
4,190 
6,107 
8,077 
6,546 
4,277 
2.349 
2,265 
8,198 
2,574 
2.871 
5,329 
6,249 
8,994 
9,645 
6,952 
3,872 
2,901 
7,016 
12,764 
6,668 
4,308 
4,739 
8,058 
4,376 
8,816 
1,444 
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REPORT  OF  THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


N. — Itemized  etatement  of  the  nufii^,  prieee,  and  eoet  of  all  mail  hags,  and  aUo  tX 
ofwagee,  cotton  canvae,  etc.f  paid  for  during  thefieoal  year  ended  June  SO,  18$ 
of  the  appropriation  for  mail  bags,  mail  eatohere,  ete. 


Articles  purchased. 

Siae. 

Number. 

Price. 

Itemised 
cost. 

Aggi 

C( 

Mail  pooches,  sacks,  etc. : 

Canvas  pooches  with  leather  tops  and 
bottoms 

No.  2... 
No.  3... 
No.4... 
No.  5... 

No.  2... 
1^0.3... 
No.4... 

5,000 
4,800 
4,800 
8,600 

710 
130 
872 

4,631 
200 

180,000 
9,851 

61-,  317 

1,674 

843 

285 

165 
5,270 
4,553 
1,270 

151 
49 

10 

$3.50 
2.85 
2.35 
1.55 

2.71} 

2.20 

L93 

1.75 
4.69 

.90 
.83 

.4991 
.^625 
.67625 
.51625 

.88 
.79 
.63 
.21375 

.67375 
.13125 

92.60 

117,500.00 

12.255.00 

11,280.00 

5,580.00 

Do 

Do 

Do 

146. 

Do 

1,027.65 

288.00 

1,682.96 

▼*■• 

Do 

Do 

8, 

6. 

Mail-eatoher  pooches.... 

Leather  horse  mail  baiTB 

No.1... 

No.l... 
No.  3... 

No.1... 
No.  2... 
No.  8... 
No.4... 

NaO,.. 
No.1... 
No.  2... 
No.  3... 

No.O... 
No.  8... 

Cotton  oftDTas  sacks  for  second,  third,  and 
Ibnrth  nlafiii  matter 

ni6,900.49 
3,250.83 

Do 

120. 
26. 

iTnte  canvsjf  m^l  sacks 

Inner  registered  mail  sacks 

1,890.88 
231.96 
147. 18 

Do:!!!?.™..^..?...!;;;:::::::::;::: 

Do 

1. 

Foreicii  CAn^as  ^»n«lcii-  -  -  ^  -  -  -  r r 

146.85 
4, 163. 30 
2,868.39 

271.46 

Db 

Do 

7.< 

Foreign  registered  mail  sacks 

10L74 
6.43 

1 

Iffiliiarr  machines 

1 

Open  back  No.   2  self-acting  press  and 

1 

IffAtTOPAlttan  tnbe  inleotorr  ,.,. t^.-- 

A  ir  niimn  aikI  tank 

"""""" 

1 

Hail-pooch  flaps,  400  for  No.  3  and  500  for 
No.  4  nooches 

Special  yacht  dock  for  making  horse  bi^s, 
yards. 

11,203 

lt<^ 

Sieel  for  cord  fasteners 

4 

lfftt.neAble-iron  don  for  cord  fasteners ..... 

8 

If  rass  for  grommets . ^-r. .............. r.. .-.- 

l.« 

lAundryT.. 

Ice ...............................  noonda . . 

44,730 

1 

Repairing  pooches,  sacks,  eto.t 

Paid  for  labor 

114.0 

flowed  oy  this  Office 

I 

Canvas  for  re nairinir....... ........ vards  . 

14,231 

lt4 

Cord, thread. and  twine 

4,1 

Beeswax 

( 

"Rivets  and  bnrrs 

T 

G-al  vaniaed-iron  ronnd  rings 

1 

Brass  grommets ...J^ 

1< 

3* 

Traveling  expenses  and  insjMotion  for  shop 
ete*.  used  in  the  renair  of  mail  bain. ..... 

li 

i 

Total 

84LK 

Unexneiided  balance  of  annronriation ......... 

>,« 

145,11 

*  The  sam  of  $90.51  dedaoted  for  defective  taoka. 


BECAPITXTLATIOK. 

Total  nnmber  of  bags  pnrohaaad,  229,171,  ait  a  cost  of. |lli,C 

New  machinery 1,U 

Special  yacht  aack  for  horse  mail  bags 1,M 

Malleable-iron  dogs  and  steel  for  cord  fasteners tS 

Brass  for  grommets l,4< 

Labor  and  material  for  repain Ill* 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — ^UAIL  EQUIPMENT. 
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0,^8taiement  of  ea^^endiiurei  out  of  ike  appropriation  for  mail  locks  and  heyB,  chaint, 
tools,  and  machinery,  and  for  labor  and  material  for  repairing  same,  during  the 
Jleeal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897* 


Articles. 


Labor 

Brus  (8,750^  pooiidfl) 

Bnmae  castings  for  inside  street  letter-box  looks 

Shsekles  for  locks  (914  poaods) 

Steel  (S0,S75i  poonds) 

QeraiAn  silver — 

Wire,  braes,  steel,  and  phospbor  bronze  (3,189^  poands). 

Box,  drill,  and  shackle  pisa  (i,850  pounds) 

Secei 


Xmery  wheels,  driUs,  flies,  etc 

Beltlnic,  etc 

Waste  (758  pounds) 

KejbLuika  (90,  IM) 

Nol2  acreir  machine 

Bronse key  ehains  (5.220  long  and  5,410  short). 
Bojralty  on  2,000  inside  street  letter-box  locks. , 


Laoadry.... 

TrsTeling  expenses 

Hisoellaaeoas  expenses  for  stock,  tools,  etc. 


Total 

TJaexpended  balance  of  appropriation 


Appropriation 


Itmniied 
cost. 


1026.70 

250.00 

40.21 

2,525.02 

176.81 

483.30 

783.00 

184.20 

217.00 

54.31 

51.17 

628.38 

400.00 

041.75 

500.00 


cost. 


186,688.74 


8,112.79 

8.07 

9>2.20 

978.81 


44, 842. 10 
157.00 


45,000.00 


P. — Statement  of  expenditures  out  of  the  appropriation  for  rent  of  building  for  mail-bag 
and  mail'lod  repair  shop,  and  for  fuel,  gas,  watchmen,  and  charwomen,  oil,  and 
repair  of  wuuhinerg  for  same,  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897 » 


Items. 


Bmt  of  building  for  mail  bag  and  mail-lock  repidr  shops 

Rent  of  room  for  blacksmith 

5^agM  paid  charwomen 

' 'Of  machinery 

gteit  repairing 

^^(^SyM.tons) 

Woed(3coras) 

Ciiaiceal  (125  barrels) 

00  (882  gallons) 

6t8 

Totsl 

Uiexpended  balance  of  appropriation 

Appropriation 


Cost 


15,000.00 

60.00 

270.70 

879.15 

32.95 

1,409.54 

10.02 

87.60 

168.48 

285.70 


7,74i.04 
755.96 


8,500.00 
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Q. — Itemized  alatement  of  the  number  and  Hndt  of  hage  repaired  and  made  at  ike  1 
ington,  D,  C,  mail-hag  repair  ehop  dwring  ikefMaX  gear  ended  June  SO,  I8S7. 


Articlea. 


Siae. 


jETumliQr. 


SBPAIBBD. 


Pouohea 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 


ThroQ£b  registered  mail  poQchM. 


Do 
Do 


Catcher  ponchea 

Horse  mail  bacs. 

Do.....\^.. 


Do 


Sacks  for  second,  third,  and  fourth  class  matter. 
Do 


Do 


XJnited  States  foreign  registered  sacka. 
Do 


Do 
Do 


United  States  foreign  canvas  sacks. 
Do ? 


Do 
Do 


Domestic  inner  registered  sacks 
Do 


Do 


Sea  island  sacks 

LMither  ponohes  for  State  Depifftment. 


Total  unmber  bags  repaired 

MADB. 


Leather  mail  ponchea . 

Canvas  mail  ponchea . 

Do 


Standard  mail  ponchea. 

Do .^,. 

Do 


Do 


Standard  catcher  ponchea 

Canvas  horse-mail  bags 

Standard  United  States  foreign  canvas  sacks . 
Do 


Do 


Coin  sacks 

Special  poaches  for  street  letter  boxes. 

Beaslev  pouches 

State  Departaittnt  ponchea 

Snow-shoe  ponches. 


Ponchea  for  German  embassy. 

Leather  label  caaes  for  State  i)epartment. 


Total  nnmber  of  bags  made. 


No.  2. 
No.  8. 
No.  4. 
No.  6. 


40.7S7 


10,501 


No.l. 
No.  2. 
No.  8. 


1.068 

1,678 

81S 


No.1. 
No.  2. 
No.  8. 

Nal. 
No.  2. 
No.  3. 

No.0. 
No.l. 
No.  2. 
No.  8. 

No.0. 
No.1. 
No.  2. 
Na8. 

Na2. 
No.  8. 
No.  4. 


1,128 
488 


1,168.288 

70,278 

7,104 


No.  2. 
Na2. 
No.  5. 

No.  2. 

No.  8. 
No.  4. 
No.  6. 


Kal. 
No.0. 
No.1. 
No.  2. 


215 
841 
168 


414 
4,512 
1,582 
2,831 


1.848 
4M 


•14 
4,806 


1,048 
11 
11 
11 


*  Cat  down  firom  No.  1  ponohea. 


SECOND  ASSISTANT — HAIL  EQUIPMENT. 
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H. — Tiemiged  tiaiewtent  of  the  quantity  of  ioork  done  hy  the  mail-look  repair  ehop,  Waek- 
ingUm,  D.  C,  and  eontraei  of  the  cost  of  §ame  toith  ike  oost  under  laet  contracts  dur- 
ing the  fUcal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897, 


ArtiolM. 


Baglemail  looks  made 

Eagle  mail  locks  repaired , 

Street  letter-box  paillucka  made 

Sinet  letter-box  padlocks  repaired  — 
Street  letter-box  inside  locks  repaired . 

Special  locka  made , 

Botery  locks  repaired 

LB.  locks  made 

Ea||;]e  keys  made 

Street  letter-box  padlock  keys  made . . 

Inside  letter-box  lock  keys  made 

LRlock  keys  made 

Botaiy  lock  Keys  made 

Cord  fasteners  made 

Cord  Cuteners  repidred 

I^bel  eases  made  (small) 


I^bel  eases  made  (large) 

Brass  label  cases  reiMured 

(Hips  made  (old  style) 

Hew  long  clips  made 

Hew  short  clips  made 

Grommetsmade 

Special  keys  mads 

Staples  made ponnds. 

Kivets  made do... 

Burrs  made do... 

Burrs  made  (double) do... 

Seals  and  hasps  made  (Beasley  patent) 

Took  for  making  seals 

Brass  clamps  repaired 

Brats  firames  made  for  bags  used  in  Baltimore 

Speeial  looka  for  Post-OflMS  Department  moseom 

uoB  cockeyes  mads 

"D"  lings  mads ponnds. 

LB. kicks  repaired 


Total  oost  under  old  contract  system . 


Knmber. 


33,257 

71,200 

4,168 

6,688 

2,704 

6 

8,1S3 

2,818 

3,500 

1.844 

300 

2,115 

200 

150,700 

341,210 

2,834 

17,060 

2,177 

7,145 

8,000 

8.000 

197,163 

14 

3,383^ 

361| 

282^ 
l,W2i 
201 


606 

250 

20 

1,008 

50 

82 


Last  con- 
tract price. 


10.46 


.50 

.80 

.40 

.50 

.25 

.85 

.08 

.00 

.15 

.15 

.20 

.05749 

.0386 

.02 

.06 

.022 

.01 

.02 

.0175 

.006597 

.09 

.08 

.056 

.075 

.075 

.18 


.07983 
L82 
6.0O 

.003 

.12 

.40 


Cost  at  last 

contraot 

price. 


114, 965.96 

23,496.00 

2,064.00 

1.976.40 

1,061.60 

3.00 

788.26 

2,805.80 

280.00 

166.96 

45.00 

817.25 

40.00 

8,663.74 

9, 310. 71 

46.68 

896.00 

47.89 

71.46 

160.00 

140.00 

1.800.78 

1.26 

270.66 

19.98 

17.40 

147. 19 

36.18 

850.00 

4.75 

466.00 

100.00 

2.02 

6.00 

82.80 


69,720.86 


Coet  of  doing  ike  above  work  in  the  look  ehop  under  the  lock-and-key  appropriation, 

labor $36,639.74 

)Cst«rial(stook,ste^  bought) 8,112.79 

Usndty 8.97 

^▼fltiog  expenses 202.29 

Mismllsnsons  expenses  for  tools,  stock,  etc.. 978.81 

Tetalcoet  of  labor  and  material 44,842.10 

114,842.10  deducted  from  $60,720.86  sliuws  a  saving  to  the  Government  under  the  newsys- 
tassaoantingto 24,878.76 


s 


ill 


illilillililliiSsSill 
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\—8iafem€mi  of  the  number^  kind,  and  condition  of  mail  hags  received  by  and  handled 
and  shipped  from  the  Waehingtonf  D,  C,  maihbag  storehouse  during  the  fiscal  year 
endedJu%eS0,1897, 


Poaches. 

Through  registered 
poQches. 

Catcher 
poQobes. 

No.1. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

No.  4. 

No.  5. 

No.1. 

No.  3. 

No.  8. 

eeired  firom  post-offloM 
ind  contracton  in  good 
ondition .. ........... 

42,676 

60,863 
64,689 

80, 231 

49, 202 
44,821 

19,250 

81,  no 

29,529 

9,419 

12,471 
10,503 

108 

940 
1,063 

40 

1,116 
1,576 

98 
318 

16,927 
72,120 

odTed  from  post-offices 
D  bad  oondition  and  sent 
Q  Tcoair  ahon. 

2 

mItw  from  repair  shop . 

60,801 

Total  of  each  kind 
reMivod 

2 
2 

158,166 
97,603 

124,254 

75,145 

80,495 
48,086 

32, 393 
18, 179 

2,111 
1,112 

2,732 
1,523 

416 
48 

157, 848 

tppedfrom  storehonaea. 

85,422 

Total  of  an  kinds 
luuidled 

255,759 

109,399 

128,581 

50,572 

3,223 

4,256 

404 

343,270 

Mdved  from  iK>st-offices 
and  contractors  in  good 

Qowiitiofi 

teooiTed  from  poat-offices 
tai  bid  condition  and  sent 

tonpairshop 

bodied  from  repair  shop. 

Total  of  each  kind 

received 

supped  from  storehooae. . . 

Total  of  aU  kinds 
liandled 


Horse  mail  bags. 


No.  1.  No.  2.  No.  8 


364 


2,524 
2,169 


6,067 
2,073 


7,130 


81 


670 

438 


1,098 
629 


1,627 


128 


368 
280 


776 
239 


1,015 


Sacks  for  second,  third,   ;    United  States  foreign 


and  fourth  class  matter. 


register  sacks. 


No.l. 


929,845 


1,256,208 
1, 166, 290 


3. 372, 329 
2, 108, 630 


6,480,969 


No.  2.    i  No.  8.  !  No.  0.  No.  1, 


166, 395     R6, 266 


76,264  I    7,932 
70,276!    7,104 


151       520 


196 
215 


209 
841 


312,935   101,302 
240, 861  I  80, 821 


562  1,070 
421   2,838 


553,796  182,123  |    983  3,908 


No.  2. 


497 


57 
165 


719 
729 


1,448 


No.  8. 


896 


29 
63 


988 
8U0 


1,797 
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T,— Statement  of  ike  number,  kind,  and  eonditum  ofmaU  hage  received  by  and  k^udlei 
and  ehippedfrom  ike  Waekingtan,  D.  C,  mailiag  etarehonee,  etc, — Continued. 


United  States  foreign  caavas 
sacks. 

Domestic  inner  registered 
sacks. 

Waste 

Ko.O. 

Ko.l. 

No.  2. 

Ko.8. 

Ko.l. 

No.  8. 

Nad. 

Ko.4. 

Received  fh>m  post-ofiBoes 
and  oontrBctors  in  good 
condition ................ 

208 

447 
414 

6,228 

4,548 
4,612 

6,008 

1.630 
1,682 

8,870 

2,448 
2,331 

1,777 
1,750 
1,346 

874 

626 
481 

101 
OK 

IflB 

Beceived  from  post-offices 
in  1>ad  condition  and  sent 
to  nnair  shop .  ^ ,  ^  x . , . .  r  - 

884 

ReoeiyiBd  Aram  repair  shop . 

Total  of  each  kind 
receiyed ........... 

1,006 
600 

16,288 
7,210 

0,305 
5,736 

8,144 
4,040 

4,873  1  1,431 
1.052        901 

1,175 
100 

418 

Shipped  from  storehouse.. 

1.2fl 

Total  of  all  kinds 
handled 

1,560 

22.498 

15,041 

12,103 

6,825     2,428 

1,844 

LTM 

Sea. 
isUnd 
sacks. 

Coin 
sacks.  ] 

Special 

ponches 

or  letter 

boxes. 

Beasley 
poaches. 

State  De- 
partment 
pouches. 

Leather 
Ubels 
for  State 
Depart- 
ment. 

Snow- 
shoe 
pouches. 

PodcImi 
for 

G«fBSB 

ISmb&mj. 

Beceived  from  post  offices 
and  contractors  in  good 
condition. 

8,140 

105 
98 

Beceived  from  post-offices 
in  had  condition  and  sent 
to  renair  shon 

83 
105 

Beceived  from  repair  shop . 

2,700 

117 

200 

72 

20 

i 

Total  of  each  kind 
received .......... 

• 

3,338 
2,830 

2,700 
3,750 

117 
117 

200 
200 

188 

105 

72 

72 

SO 

4 

4 

Shipped  from  storehouse. . 

4 

Total  of  all  kinds 
handled 

6,168 

6,450 

284 

40O 

24A 

111 

%L 

1 

1 

Komberof  mail  hags  repaired l,U6,i9l 

Knmber  of  mail  bags  made 9,11* 


1 


! 
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U. — lUmiged  $iattmeni  $hawing  (i)  ike  number  of  mail  hags  of  all  kitids  repaired,  (f)  ike 
number  eondemnedy  and  (5)  wkai  per  cent  of  ike  mail  iage  wa$  repaired,  and  Ufhai 
per  cent  wa$  condemned  at  ike  Mail  Bag  Repair  Skop  during  eaok  of  ike  laei  eigki 
fiecal  yeare. 


Fiscal  year  ending— 


JimeSOi»UiO: 

XepAirod... 

Condamned 
Jiine80,18Bl: 

Bepairtd... 

Condemned 
June  90,1892: 

Bep«iied... 

Coodemned 
JnneM.IWS: 

Bepelred... 

Condemned 
Jixneao,l»4: 

Sefwired... 

Condemned 

Jnaeao.iags: 

Kepeired... 
Condemned 

lmieS0,l»6: 

Bepeired... 

Condemned 
i«ne30,1887: 

Repaired... 

Condemned 


Carrier 
satch- 
els. 


OM 


0) 


Poocliea. 


No.  1. 


322 

16 

» 

233 

3 

50 
3 

5 
•705 


25 


Ko.2. 


24,382 

M 

28,120 
58 

29,303 
68 

36,642 
126 

ei.TOi 
565 

44.038 
1,768 

47.230 
2,581 

40,757 
1.118 


No.  8. 


23,829 
221 

24,664 
97 

27,667 
72 

82,603 
116 

44,467 
625 

42,870 
1,782 

42,958 
8,133 

44.821 
1,018 


No.  4. 


17,290 
216 

18.363 
92 

20,155 


28,057 
100 

31,389 
406 

20,204 
1,384 

27.527 
2,497 

29,529 
1,006 


No.  5. 


5,843 
210 

6,672 
67 

7,465 
28 

9,132 
27 

13,413 
238 

11,127 
670 

11,393 
1,205 

10,501 
392 


Through  registered 
poaches. 


No.  1. 


L575 
165 

1,080 
166 

1,074 
97 

928 


1,216 


581 


1,349 

7 

1,063 


No.  2. 


1,162 
172 

569 
139 

1,115 
141 

635 


1,902 
1 

1,283 


1,436 
15 

1,676 
1 


No.  8. 


421 

115 

146 
30 

847 


18 


520 
15 

142 


253 
9 

818 
1 


Jnaeal  jenr  ending— 


Catcher 
pouches. 


JBiieaa.i80O: 

Bepsired... 

Condemned 
Jus  80. 1881: 

Bsp^bed... 

Condemned 
'Qast0,1892: 

Bspaiied... 
.  Cimdemned 
<fanoM,l893: 

Bspaired... 
,  Condemned 
'nMn,1894: 

Bopsited... 
,  Condsmned 
'nM».1805: 

impaired... 

Condeamed 
J<at30,1806: 

Sopsired... 
,  Oondflmned 
^«ae80,18B7: 

BqisJrad... 

Condenmed 


16,026 
2.509 

19.050 
2,719 

28.864 

1,448 

88,221 
332 

45»984 
36 

49.188 


51.776 
5.239 

69,801 
2,907 


Horse  mail  hags. 


No.  1.  No.  2. 


870 
585 

684 
490 

479 
517 

363 
351 

586 

759 

660 
696 

913 
587 

1,126 
410 


n8 


506 

826 

856 

219 

267 


479 
527 

258 
515 

212 

848 

488 

189 


No.  8. 


884 


242 

115 

1409 
60 

$815 
116 

257 
188 

266 
248 

166 
209 

280 


Sacks  for  second,  third, 
and  fourth-class  matter. 


No.l. 


651.587 
42,540 

1,071,220 
32,028 

1,062,808 
140,463 

1,015,864 
55,988 

1,042,848 
73,814 

1,224,006 
85,320 

1,370.077 
159,172 

1,166,296 
95,788 


49,875 
1,882 

42,800 
699 

56,977 


No.  2.    No.  8. 


70,987 
618 

86,462 
785 

91,462 
1.648 

65,200 
6,991 

70,276 
6,317 


12,721 


4,488 


6,762 
175 

10,972 
71 

6,686 
571 

4,767 
281 

10,064 
233 

7,104 
812 


United  States  foreign 
registered  sacks. 


No.0.  No.l. 


84 
10 


94 
1 

40 


96 

12 

215 
21 


255 
65 


296 

8 

74 
6 

253 
100 

841 
8 


No.  2.  No.  8 


114 
35 

52 
17 

61 
20 

29 

2 

158 
10 

165 
9 


500 


28 
32 


20 
23 

7 

4 

20 
2 

63 
6 


*  Condemned  and  made  orer  into  No.  2  ponohes. 
1 220  earrier  satchels  and  miscellaneous  sacks. 

i]60  of  Uiese  were  made  from  parte  of  condemned  No.  1  and  No.  2  horse  mail  hags. 
96  of  these  were  ninds  from  parts  of  condenuied  No.  1  and  No.  8  horse  mail  hags 
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U. — liemited  ataiement  shaving  (1)  the  number  of  mail  hag$  of  all  kind$  repaired, 
number  condemned,  and  (5)  what  per  cent  of  the  mail  bage  was  repaired,  an* 
per  cent  was  condemned  at  the  Mail  Bag  Repair  Shop  during  each  of  iht  lot 
fiscal  years — Continaed. 


June  30,1890: 

Kepalred  . . . 

Condemned. 
June  30, 1891: 

Bepaired  ... 

Condemned. 
Juno  30, 1892: 

Repaired  ... 

Condemned. 
JuileaO,  1893: 

Repaired  ... 

Condemned. 
June  30, 1894: 

Repaired  . . . 

Condemned. 
June  80, 1895: 

Repaired  ... 

Condemned. 
June  30, 1896: 

Repaired  ... 

Condemned. 
Jane  30, 1897: 

Repaired  ... 

Condemned. 


United  States  foreign  canvas  aacka. 


No.O. 


129 


465 

636 
39 

80 
18 

859 

41 

594 
8 

1,260 
12 

414 
33 


Ko.l. 


2,152 
89 

8,702 
981 

2.489 
546 

119 
195 

8,484 
291 

2,797 
82 

6,227 
95 

4,512 
81 


Ko.2. 


1,121 
66 

216 
297 

808 
76 

23 
47 

1,602 
64 

814 
30 

2,362 

18 

1,582 
48 


No.  3. 


279 
142 

407 
10 

2,911 
00 

3,059 
195 

1,889 
125 

2,639 
25 

2,331 
112 


Domestic  inner  registered  sa 


Uo.  1. 


161 
28 

850 
6 

852 

157 

6 
•700 


23 

129 


No.  2. 


842 
S7 

2,189 
21 

877 
7 

MS 

7 

1,670 
819 

1.928 
1.732 

89 
156 

1.346 
654 


No.  8. 


81 
9 

1.412 
134 

216 


»50 
54 

903 
862 

127 
87 

431 
325 


Jane  80,  1890: 

Repaired . . . 

Condemned 
June  30,  1891: 

Repaired . . . 

Condemned 
June  30.  1892: 

Repaired... 

Condemned 
June  30,  1893 : 

Repaired... 

Condemned 
June  30,  1894 : 

Repaired . . . 

Condemned. 
June  30,  1895: 

Repaired . . . 

Condemned 
June  30,  1896: 

Repaired . . . 

Condemned 
Jane  80,  1897 : 

Repaired . . . 

Condemned 


Boyle 
pouches. 


Sea- 
islnnd 
sacks. 


93 
12 


Sacks 

for 
waste. 


Special 
sacks. 


Leather 
poaches 
for  State 
Depart- 
ment. 


33 


Total  nnmber  Perreo 
ofmailbags  |  maill 
repaired  and  repain 


condemned 
each  year. 


CODdd 

eaoh] 


810,956 
49,280 

1,227,560 
39.051 

1,249,825 
144,663 

1,244,083 
59,842 

1,838,970 
79,718 

1,618,187 
97,604 

1, 643. 189 
182,823 

1,465,107 
111,466 


•  Condemned  and  made  oyer  into  N«.  2  sMka. 
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Table  9h&wing  the  number  of  each  eize  of  variotu  kinde  of  mail  hage  need  by  ihepoaU 
office  at  New  York,  N.  F.,  during  each  month  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,'  1897, 
and  the  sum  total  for  that  year. 


MontlL. 


Poaches. 


No.  2. 


nly,  law 

jifaKt,ld96 

eptember,  1896.. 

ctober,  1896 

I  orember,  1896 . . 
December,  1896... 

unuuy,  1897 

^ebroory,  1897... 

Imh,  1897 

Lpril,1897 

4y,  1897 

Fane,  1897 

Total 

Grand  total 


Month* 


Jb17.1896 

Aogut.  1896... 
September.  1896 
October,  1896... 
lorember,  1896 
DeoMBber,  1896. 
Jaovary,  1897  .. 
Febniary,  1897  . 

March.  1897 

ApTiLl897 

Miy,1897 

Jute,  1897 


Total 

Gruid  total 


16,809 
17, 619 
19,104 
18,850 
17,788 
19,258 
•  19, 970 
17.469 
20,326 
19, 470 
19.278 
19, 182 


225, 013 


Kg.  3. 


89,578 
88,281 
84,753 
87,358 
36,514 
88,293 
88,075 
84,006 
87,576 
87,385 
34.673 
84,009 


No.  4. 


44,520 
44.522 
80,488 
20,410 
28,160 
20,284 
28,090 
27,620 
29,896 
30.416 
29.560 
29,776 


440,486   828,153 


No.  5. 


14,636 
13,539 
13,508 
18, 259 
12,753 
13,156 
11. 703 
10,808 
11,851 
11,317 
11,041 
11,033 


148, 103 


1, 141, 755 


1 
J 

[nner  regiaterod  sacks. 

No.l. 

No.  2. 

No.  8. 

No.  4. 

543 
470 

660 

600 

160 
150 

100 

30 

610 

800 

732 

75 

486 

850 

271 

72 

2,058 

1,195 

491 

70 

660 

946 

249 

62 

610 

675 

203 

125 

638 

618 

204 

176 

765 

880 

241 

215 

619 

675 

156 

250 

605 

624 

123 

239 

658 

632 

319 

1,403 

8,311 

9,064 

8,888 

22 

,166 

Throngh  registered  pouches. 


No.l. 


864 

850 
1.085 
1,327 
1,211 
1,861 
1,605 
1,505 
1,720 
1,687 
1,660 
1,665 


No.  2. 


1,964 
2,100 
1,740 
2,311 
2,525 
2,456 
2,170 
2,032 
2,112 
2,196 
2,118 
1,992 


16. 540        25, 713 


No.  3. 


42,255 


Sacks  for  second,  third,  and 
fourth  class  matter. 


No.l. 


428,128 
442,875 
890. 216 
41^5, 430 
890, 106 
433.987 
416,846 
878,684 
414, 787 
410,800 
401, 703 
879, 125 


4,901,148   842,740 


No.  2. 


85.484 
88,708 
41, 030 
27,977 
24,556 
86,289 
25,691 
19.263 
28,762 
23,643 
24,507 
22,745 


No.  8. 


1,863 

2,476 

2,351) 

878 

681 

895 

828 

•  4,451 

4,614 

764 

844 

810 


21,554 


5,265,443 


*One  No.  1  indaded. 
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y. — Table  $hawing  ike  number  of  each  eize  of  voHom  kinde  of  mail  bag$  need  6y  ike  pott- 

office  at  New  York,  N,  T.,  eio. — CoDtinned. 


IContha 


Jnly.  1896 

August,  1896 

September,  1896  . . 

October,1896 

November,  1896... 
December,  1896... 

Jan  oAry,  1897 

Febmarv,  1897  ... 

Marcb,1897 

April,  1897 

May,  1807 

June,  1897 

Total 

Grand  total 


Catcher 
poaches. 


8,631 
8.903 
3,970 
ft,  543 
6,976 
4.818 
4,608 
4,178 
6,163 
4,104 
4,240 
4,288 


55,508 


65,508 


Foreign 


liro.0. 


748 
967 
112 
803 
857 
98 
218 


462 
343 
284 
808 


4,426 


No.1. 


6,189 
6,696 
8.896 
7,428 
11,327 
8,615 
7.606 
6,772 
8,682 
8,440 
8,630 
9,744 


96,  sn 


No.  8. 


2,8(tt 
8.466 
8,706 
6,468 
4,265 
8,857 
8,916 
8,631 
4,327 
8, 588 
8,288 
8,996 


48,847 


Ho.  8. 


I,  Ml 

i,m 


*!.< 


186,618 


l£onth« 


July,  1896 

Angast,1896 

September,  1896. . 

October,  1896 

November,  1896.. 
December,  1896 . . 

January,  1897 

Febmary2l897 . . . 

March.  1897 

April,  1897 

May,1897 

June,  1897 

Total 

Grand  total 


Foreign  registered  sacks. 


No.0. 


241 

233 

75 

87 

149 

255 

205 

75 

271 

200 

166 

200 


2,096 


No.1. 


296 

811 

963 

756 

1,108 

1,185 

965 

1,000 

1,180 

1,015 

1,060 

1,865 


U,224 


No.  2. 


90 
77 
487 
45 
15 
65 
20 
16 


10 
20 
45 


889 


NaS. 


100 
122 
662 

20 
25 
50 


69 


10 


938 


15,147 


KaaiockB. 


Through 
registsied. 


6.480 

4.987 
4.887 
6,319 
6.181 
6.640 
6,444 
6,014 
6,516 
5.842 
6,325 
6. 


63,350 


i».sa 

1I7.QK 
IOOlOI 

i«i,a 

M,OII 

r.oii 
at  Ml 

97.  W 

n.7M 
•I,  no 


i,niiit 


1,277,5I« 


SCOHI'  MBDTAHT' 


^jcnmnsri 


0^ 


tkiJUmlpmri 


d 


5*1 


«.«75 
38.087 
05,013 
98.852 
40.181 
O0.146 


FttociMtt 


Ko.  t.       &t.* 


21B.U: 

42.  SK 
4IA).4K 


22    m 


:  .r. 


805.018      sat'.  411 


I.W.  M 


Np.  1.       >(.  2  > 


1.40i 


1_  i*- 


1*40:^       Mi-m^ 


^  r 


Ut 


«  • 


1  ..<" 
1  ^f 


^•r-- 


^i- 


3 


»  *- 


vl. 


X 


:-  y 


7,405 
7,603 
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REPORT  OP  THE  POSTMASTER- GENERAL. 


X.—Staiemeni  of  work  done  at  the  mail  hag  repair  shop  during  the  fiscal  yemr  mU 

June  SO,  1897, 


Poacbea. 

Tbrougb  registsR 
poaches. 

No.  1. 

No.  2. 

No.  8. 

No.  4. 

No.  5. 

Nal. 

No.  2. 

H« 

On  band  at  beginning  of  flacal  year. 
SAcei  vmI  from  all  aoorcea 

12      2,215 
2   103,529 

980 
70,433 

381 
50,966     : 

187 
21.890 

668 

1,048 

1,106 
1,156 

1 

Total 

14   10S.7ii 

80,418 
1.018 

51,347     : 
1.006 

22,077 
392 

1,716 

2,264 
1 

Condemned  and  retired  from  aerv- 
loe 

1,118 

1 

Balance 

Repaired  and  tamed  over  to  store- 
house ............................ 

a  14   104,626 
49-757 

79,885 
44,821 

50,841 
29,529 

21,685 
10.501 

1.716 
1,068 

2,263 
1,576 

8 
1 

"RATnAfninir  on  band  r . .  T , .  . .  T  T ' 

t 

' 

1 

54,869 

34,574 

20,812 

11. 184 

658 

687 

1 

Catcher 
poaches 

Horse  mail  baga. 

Sacks  for  second,  third,  tad 
foortb  class  matter. 

No.  I. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

No.l. 

No. 

2. 

697 
AM 

Na.1 

On  band  at  beginning  of  fiscal  year. 
Seceived  firom  all  soaroes 

863 
88,047 

385 
2.888 

49 

660 

82 
496 

6.300 
2.206,033 

242, 

"iiii 

Total 

88,010 
2,007 

3,223 
410 

709 
189* 

578 
98 

2,212,833 
95.788 

243,  »6 
6,817 

HI 

Condemned  and  retired  from  serr- 
ice 

% 

Balance 

86,003 
69,801 

2,813 
1,126 

520 
488 

480 
280 

2,116,545 
1,166,296 

237,038 
70,276 

•3.3 

Repaired  and  tamed  over  to  storo- 

7,1 

Remaininir  on  hand 

16,202 

1,687 

82 

200 

960.249 

166,783 

M»3 

Inner  reentered 
sacks. 

United  Statea  foreign 
registered  sacks. 

United  Stotes  foraiji 
oanvaa  laoks. 

No.  2. 

No.  a. 

No.  4. 

No.O. 

No.l 

.No.  2. 

No.  8. 

No.O. 

No.1. 

No.2.K^ 

1 

On  band  at  beginning  of  fiscal 
Tear 

1,029 
3,527 

383 
1,000 

1,38S 

825 

791 
480 

40 
847 

140 
729 

117 
554 

89 
925 

Received  from  all  soaroes 

655 

10,771 

7,7« 

1  5,f: 

Total 

4,556 

664 

> 

1,271 
151 

887 
21 

868 
8 

671 
8 

964 
5 

655 

33 

10.7717  7SS 

Condemned  and  retired  from 
service 

31 

48      U 

1    — 

Balance . . .  -  t 

3,902 
1,846 

1,058 
431 

1,120 
605 

866 
215 

861 
841 

662 

165 

959 
63 

622 

4U 

10  740 

7  ATS 

s.n 

Repaired  and  turned  over  to 
storehoase 

4,&121.5R 

2,« 

'3.W 

Remaining  on  hand 

2,556 

627       485 

151       520  '    497 

1 

896 

208 

6,22d6,0M 

•Oat  down  to  No.  2  poacbea. 


SBCOND  AB8I8TAST- 


H^ 


Y.—Stoiemeni  of  the  number  amd 

kouae  at  Wa$hingian,  D.  C, 


AAV'^-C    S.     I*^ 


!««■ 


Ttmt 


IfaL      Xii  r      !*».  L       !» 


Total 

Shipped.... 


fidanoe  ATalUble  for 


OBhudatbecbinhigofitoealyMr.' '   t.C3      :  :t4  a  «* 

Seeeired  from  repair  shop ' i^fir-    u.  tlL.     ^  tz      i    ^_ 

Beoeived  from  poat-offloM  and  oon-  | 
tnetors  in  good  oonditioo : 


41 CTC     IL  S.     11  2»        .  i. 


in 


^  !&'        :^ 


*«' 


Ookaiid  albegiBBiBCof  ilaeal  jear. 

BeoeiTed  from  repair  »bop tt, 

Bwdred  from  poat-officrs  aad  cos- 
taetora  in  good  caD^iiiioii ...       15. 


in: 


Total. 

Shipped.... 


43^422 


5*.:. 

S 

1  1 

> 

^    • 

2' 

f 

1* 
11'* 

-.  i 

ISiM 
1  <Ti 

- 

Tlilanoii  aTiililrir  firrl 


r«-^4ter«d 


Sol  2.  3i«l1  S'kA. 


4  : 


(khmdat 

edyetr....T 1«      2S5 

KiMiTed  frvm  ref«^  •*49  .    11,U«      431      ttC       Xi; 
BateiTcd  froaa   p««f;^^^«;«« 

and  coauanii  la   g^i#4 

-  LTTI      1^4      r»       2 


Tot^ :i31   L  571    12C'    -     T 

Shipped Liai      9»i       .dk       *^ 


Sir 


iwof 


LLin 


?>  1  l«« 
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REPORT 

or  THB 

ENERAL  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  RAILWAY  MAIL  SERVICE 

TO  THS 

SECOND  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTEB-GENERAL  FOB  1S97. 


Post  Oppioe  DspABTMENTy 
Oppicb  op  THE  General  Supebintendent, 

Bailway  Mail  SebyioBy 

Washingionj  D.  0.,  October  2^  1897. 
I:  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  ox)eration8  of  the 
ray  Mail  Service  for  the  year  ended  Jane  30, 1897,  consitsting  of 
ideal  tables  showing  the  extent  of  the  service,  namber  of  clerks, 
nin,mail  distribated,  examinations  passed,  errors  made,  compari- 
rith  former  years,  casualties,  etc.,  together  with  a  statement  of 
08t  of  the  service  during  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  probable  cost 
\g  the  present  year^  and  estimates  of  the  amounts  necessary  to 
tain  the  service  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 

nukbeb  op  lines  and  clerks. 

sre  were  in  operation  on  the  30th  of  June,  1897, 1,164  railway  post- 
lines,  manned  by  3,8G8  crews,  aggregating  6,854  clerks  (including 
ting  clerks) ;  33  electric  and  cable  car  lines,  with  87  crews  and  102 
I  (including  12  acting  clerks);  42  inland  steamboat  lines,  with  57 
1  and  57  clerks  (including  6  acting  clerks  for  summer  service), 
ig  a  total  of  1,239  lines  of  all  kinds  manned  by  7,013  clerks, 
only  covers  the  working  force  on  the  lines.  In  addition  there 
311  transfer  clerks,  employed  in  handling  the  mails  at  important 
is  and  junctions,  and  278  clerks  detail^^  to  clerical  duty  in  the 
08  offices  of  the  service,  making  a  grand  total  of  7,602  clerks 
nted  to  the  service,  an  increase  during  the  year  of  107  clerks,  as 
n  by  the  accompanying  table: 


Tmt. 

Employed 

on  raul- 
road  lines. 

Employed 
OD  steam- 
boai  lines. 

Ennloyed 

on  electrio 
linee. 

DeUdled 

to  transfer 

duty. 

DetsUed 

to  ofiBce 

dnty. 

TotsL 

8,704 
8,854 

46 
67 

75 
102 

810 
811 

271 
278 

7,406 

s7,602 

cnMM..... 

150 

12 

27 

1 

7 

197 

a  Including  29  acting  derks. 
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y. — TahU  $h4nnng  ike  number  of  each  tise  of  varioui  kind$  of  mail  boge  uoed  bjf  ike  pott- 
office  at  New  York,  N.  T.,  etc, — Contmned. 


IContha 


July.  1896 

Aof^nst,  1896 

September,  1896  . . 

October,  1896 

KoTember,  1896... 
December,  1896... 

Jan  nary,  1897 

Febmary,  1897  . . . 

Marcb,1897 

April,  1897 

May.1807 

June,  1887 

Total 

Grand  total 


Catcher 
poQchea. 


8,631 
8,903 
8,970 
5^548 
6,975 
4,813 
4,608 
4,178 
5,163 
4,104 
4,240 
4,288 


55,508 


65,508 


Foreign  canTia  aaclca. 


liro.0. 


748 
067 
112 
803 
857 
98 
218 


462 
843 
284 
808 


4,426 


Ko.1. 


6,189 
6,696 
8,896 
7,428 
11,827 
8,616 
7,606 
6,772 
8,682 
8,440 
8,630 
9,744 


96, 8n 


No.). 


2,8(0 
2,466 

2,706 
6,468 
4.265 
2.8S7 
2,916 
2.631 
4,827 
8,588 
8,288 
8,996 


Ho.t 


42.247 


xa 

%ta 
xm 

1.W 

%m 
t,m 

im 

%m 

X715 


186,618 


Month. 


Jn]y,1896 

Angaat,1896 

September,  1896 

October,  1896 

November,  1896 « 

December,  1896 

January,  1897 

Febmary.1897 

March,  1897 

April,  1897 

May,1897 

Jane,1897 

Total 

Grand  total 


Foreign  regiatered  saoka. 


NcO. 


241 

233 

75 

27 

149 

255 

205 

75 

271 

200 

165 

200 


2,006 


No.1. 


296 

811 

963 

756 

1,106 

1,185 

965 

1,000 

1,180 

1,015 

1,060 

1,866 


U,224 


Ko.2. 


90 
77 
487 
45 
16 
66 
20 
15 


10 
20 
45 


889 


Na8. 


100 
122 
562 

20 
25 
50 


69 


10 


938 


15,147 


MaUfawki. 


Through 
regiatered. 


6.420 

4.987 
4,887 
6,319 
5,181 
5^640 
5,444 
6»014 
5,516 
6,842 
5,325 
5,265 


63,350 


i»,ia 
ir.tts 
i«.ai 
ui,a 

M,OII 

r.oii 
n.Mi 

81.06 
97,  IM 
97,9 
91. 7M 
91,  IN 


1.>141I« 


1,277,546 
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Table  $Jkawing  amount  of  mail  oqw^^meai  u$ed  in  each  of  iho  eight  grand  depoeitory 
officee  during  thefiaeal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 


tlaiitft.0* 

octoB,lCaM 

hkag«>,I]l 

tncinnfttif  Ohio. . . 
few  York,  N.Y... 

t  Louis,  if  o 

tPuil,MiDn 

■a  FraneiBoo,  Cal 


Total 

Grand  total. 


Poaohee. 


Ko.  2. 


18,088 
02,052 
61,075 
38.007 
225,012 
50,852 
40. 181 
60,166 


505,018 


Ko.  8. 


7,200 
218,181 
89.001 
42,835 
440,486 
34,713 
23,733 
63,818 


850,412 


Ko.4. 


8,842 

151,840 
18,772 
86.825 

382,153 
23.548 
17,579 
17,472 


651,531 


Ko.5. 


2,835 

74,001 

4,. 00 

18,064 

148,103 

1,428 

367 

1,103 


250,200 


2,356,161 


Tb rough  registered  poaches. 


iro.l. 


306 
1,057 
5,845 
1,122 
16,540 
0,518 
1.234 
1,«22 


38,330 


No.  2. 


7,748 

0.559 

83,037 

14,258 

25,715 

17,027 

5,003 

8,053 


No.  8. 


2,605 

'i,'806 

273 

**302 


117,891 


5,166 


161,396 


At]aDta,Ga 
dTm 


BoitoD,; 

Chicago,  HI 

CiDeiuiati,Ohio... 
llwYork,N.Y... 

8tLoaia,Mo 

StPsaUilnn 

Sio  Fnndsco,  Cal 


Total 

Gsmd  total. 


Inner  registered  sacks. 


No.  1. 


1,403 


1,403 


No.  2. 


2,861 
8,781 

12,048 
2,422 
8,311 

31,779 
4,416 

12,286 


82,904 


No.  8. 


6,195 

87 

4,285 

0,054 

44 


460 


10,075 


No.  4. 


75 


8.811 

8,388 

8 


6 


7,288 


110,670 


Sacks  for  second,  third,  and 
fourth  class  matter. 


No.1. 

No.  2. 

234,732 

1,153 

1,655.021 

26,006 

1,083,518 

13,202 

838,307 

18,220 

4,001,149 

842. 740 

998,572 

112,950 

555,660 

8,812 

612. 841 

7,176 

11,779,800 

531,249 

No.  8. 


0,188 

8,446 

6,410 

21.554 

325 


1,243 


42,406 


12,353.454 


AtUBts,Ga 

Boiton,  IfaM 

drfcufclll 

(^ndmsti,  Ohio... 
Jew  York,  N.Y... 

StLMiia,lfo 

8(.PtiiI,]finn 

SttFruid8eo,Cal. 


Total 

Graad  total. 


Catcher 
poaches. 


6.911 

11,136 

10,387 

0,422 

55.505 

7,316 

2,630 

6,280 


100,487 


100,487 


Horse  mail  bags. 


No.  1. 


U 


18 
1 

4 


32 


No.  2. 


62 


12 


16 
1 

4 


94 


No.  3. 


27 


11 


19 
1 
5 


63 


189 


Foreign  canvas  bags. 


No.O. 

No.l. 

No.  2. 

No.  8. 

1,074 
1,286 

7.807 
4,307 

5,600 
2,527 

142 
5,398 

4,426 
45 

98,877 
605 

42,247 
1,632 

41,068 
5,417 

176 

10,885 

1,166 

1,913 

7,007 

122,571 

53,072 

53,938 

236,588 


j}^ti,Ga 

fetoa,ltMa 

&^««o.IU 

MBdDoati,Ohio... 
Jew  York,  N.Y... 

atLouiaTko 

ft  Paul.  If  inn 

^  Fraacisoo,  Cal. 


Total 

Otand  total. 


Foreign  registered  sacks. 


No.  0. 


10 


2,096 


188 


2,294 


No.1. 


943 


11.224 


605 


12,862 


No.  2. 


2,513 
15 


889 


223 


8,640 


No.O. 


856 

16 


938 


23 


1,832 


20.628 


If  ail  locks. 


Through 
registeired. 


10,923 
14, 171 
50,428 
27,700 
63,350 
68,727 
11,  U41 
18,901 


255,626 


Eagle. 


35, 131 
608,166 

47,849 

132,763 

1, 214, 186 

117,424 

82,767 
127,461 


2,265,747 


2,521,373 


F  M  G  97- 


31 


480 


BEPOBT  OP  THE  POSTMASTER- GENERAL 


y. — TdbU  $hawing  tke  nwmber  of  each  size  of  various 

office  at  New  York,  X.  F.,  (-(c- 


^  I'    //> '.", 


f  ww^^t        ^^^B^^T^WB" 


IContha 


July,  1898 

Aneiut,1898 

September,  1898 

October,1898 

KoTember,  1896 

December,  1886 , 

Jon  oAry,  1897 

Febmary,  1897 

March,  1897 

April,  1897 

M»y.l897 

June,  1897 

Total 

Grand  total 

Month 

July,  1898 

Aagaet,1896 

September,  1896 

October,  1808 

NoTember,  1896 

December,  1896  — 

January,  1897 

Febniary^897 . . . 

March.  1897 

April,  1897 

May,  1897 

June,  1897 

Total... 

Grand  t 


Catcher 
poucht'B. 


•A.  <: 


ThroQgh  retutae 
poacha. 

Se^S. 

ITal. 

No.X    H* 

187 
21,680 

668 

1,048 

1,166 
1,156 

u^7 

:.J86 

22,077 
392 

1,716 

*i     50.341 
^     3,539 

21,685 
10.501 

1,716 
1,063 

2,263' 
1,576 

.1     20,812 

11,184 

653 

687 

nMiaaabagB. 

Sacks  for  second,  thiid.  t 
foorlh  class  matter. 

....     5a2. 

Ko.3. 

Ko.l. 

7S0.X      N« 

i»           40 

^         660 

82 
496 

6,300 
2,206,033 

007  .... 
242,656:   M 

-:a        TOO 
a-j        189« 

578 
98 

2,212,333 
95.788 

243,396     M 
6,317; 

^>13         520 
\lSt         488 

480 
280 

2,116,545 
1,166,296 

237.038     » 

• 

70.276;    1 

.«r        82 

200 

960,249 

166,7«3     81 

No.  4 


Tnited  States  foreign 
registered  sacks. 


Ko.0. 


TW. 

480 


40 
347 


435 


887 
21 


No.1.'no.2 


140 
729 


117 
654 


860 
8 


671 
9 


215 


861 
841 


165 


151  I    520  !    497 


No.  3. 


United  SUtes  foni 
canvas  sscki. 


89 
925 


964 
5 


959 
63 


NcO. 


665 


No.1.  Ko.2.) 


10,7717, 


655 

33 


4U 


10.771 
31 


7.121 
48 


10,7407,675 
4,512jl,582 


806  J    208 


6,238,6,093 


^^(  «to«m  lo  IfOi  8  pouchea. 
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T.— SWnuat «/  tAe  numier  aiul  Ma4  »fpo¥«kei  and  tack*  kandled  In  tha  mail  bag  i(or«- 
iMtute  at  Watkingtmi,  D.  C,  duHus  tXtfiwal  year  mdinf  Jana  SO,  1S97. 


Potiobea. 

Throngh 
po 

.g-Me^d 

Ko.I. 

Ko. 

No.  3, 

No.  4. 

No.S. 

««3 

10.503 

•.«9 

Ko.l. 

No.!. 

Ka.3. 

0.  bHia  «  beginning  or  ll».lr«p. 

3,063 

m:«37 

MiKii 
ao.asi 

1».3» 

1,033 

1,070 
40 

2.^ 

«» 

Inclon  in  good  condition 

oon- 

M,MW 

eT,U3 

7tsi»a 

4a,m 

20.  Mt 

IB.  173 

48 



2,*7» 

-.Tsr- 

1,033 

3.3» 

IM 

~W 

Cktoliar 

Boi»iuUb.t.. 

Sick*  for  Hcond,  thtrd,  ud 
fooTtbclu*  mailer. 

po 

No.1. 

Ho,  3 

No.  8, 

No.l. 

!,-....     ]  »... 

fc»rt»(d  tnm  ropur  itliap  . . 
It«lc(>drro»po.t-affl»iu 
melon  in  good  coadiliOD. 

jtu. 

B».g*l 
1B.WT 

8,188 

IE 

380 
128 

3,H7 
l.lM.3»e 

ftl>.S3S 

B,70l 
108.  SOS 

3.881 

dcon- 

M.(I2S 

3,  AM 
3.073 

w 

MB 

3,  lis,  008 

zu'wi 

•00 

SU 

t 

310 

10,038 

4,  801 

»^ 

Inn„^_.o™d 

UnfUd  SUtM  tomlgn 

United  SUl«rorelgDOU- 
TU  ucki. 

No.  J 

No.S. 

No.*. 

Ho.(l.'No.l 

Ko.!. 

No.  3 

No.0 

No.l. 

No.  2.  Ho.  3. 

i3S^"^u^ 

11.  W« 
1.777 

S8S 

ws 

■•s 

I.JM 

077 

,«0    l,«0 
SMI      208 

«,0U 
4,612 

3,328 

iIm! 
8. 033 

3,480 
I;  311 

3,370 

„     Toul 

'?:^J 

l.OTO    1,2M  1,792   a.«M 

1,333 

J,«3B'2,092 

300|     MC 

7;210 

5:738 

'.Si 

Biiuiea  kTBllBble  for 

™ 

■             ■ 

.„ 

1 

,» 

1 
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494         REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER-GENERAL, 

obligations  which  rest  upon  its  employees.    At  the  time  the  service 
was  last  organized,  in  1883,  there  was  not  a  line  in  the  United  States 
upon  which  more  than  five  men  were  employed  in  any  one  crew  upon 
any  train.    We  now  have  crews  that  number  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
men.    We  run  as  high  as  six  postal  cars  on  one  train,  in  which  is  per- 
formed a  distribution  covering  the  mail  for  nearly  one-third  of  tbe 
United  States.    The  handling  of  these  heavy  mails,  the  management 
of  so  large  a  force  of  men,  and  the  superintendence  of  many  things  not 
thought  of  twenty  years  ago  call  for  executive  ability  of  a  high  order 
in  those  who  have  charge  of  these  heavy  mail  trains,  and  mental  capac- 
ity and  physical  endurance  in  the  subordinate  clerks  far  exceeding 
that  required  when  the  present  organization  was  effected. 

The  postal  service  can  without  exaggeration  be  said  to  rank  witii 
recognized  professions,  such  as  medicine  and  law.  By  continued  effort 
and  unswerving  x)ersistency  of  purpose  the  service  has^attaiDcd  a 
degree  of  efficiency  of  which  those  in  control  fifteen  or  twenty  yean 
ago  might  have  dreamed,  but  hardly  hoped  to  attain.  One  has  hntto 
scan  the  reports  of  past  years  to  note  the  increase  in  the  amount  of 
mail,  which  has  far  exceeded  the  increase  in  the  number  of  clerks; 
observe  the  increase  in  efficiency  as  shown  by  the  reduced  number  of 
errors  in  distribution,  the  increased  number  of  case  examinatioDS,  aod 
the  improvement  in  accuracy,  to  realize  in  some  measure  the  change 
that  has  taken  place.  That  change  could  only  have  taken  place  through 
the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  clerks  and  their  unremitting  efibrts  to 
assist  the  Department  in  steadily  building  up  the  service  and  placing 
higher  and  still  higher  from  year  to  year  the  standard  of  excellence. 
They  are  entitled  to  some  substantial  recognition  of  their  efforts;  they 
have  a  right  to  claim,  I  think,  that  the  ^'laborer  is  worthy  of  his  hire/ 
and  that  their  compensation  shall  increase  in  some  fair  proportion  to 
the  increased  responsibility  placed  upon  them,  and  the  increased  labor 
demanded  of  them. 

It  seems  hardly  necessary  to  again  refer  to  the  dangerous  character 
of  the  work  these  men  perform.  The  record  of  the  casualties  of  the 
past  year,  as  shown  in  this  report,  speaks  more  eloquently  in  their 
behalf  than  anything  I  might  writo  here.  I  therefore  simply  reprint 
the  reclassification  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at  its  last  session,  and 
which  I  trust  will  receive  the  favorable  consideration  and  approval  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  during  the  coming  winter. 

A  BILL  to  reclA8sify  raUway  postal  olerka  and  presoribo  their  salaries. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Jmeries 
in  Congress  assemhhdf  That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ninety-eight,  employees  of  the  Post-Ofiice  Department  known  as  railway  postal  clerb 
shall  be  divided  into  ten  classes  and  be  paid  according  to  the  following  rates  per 
annum:  First  class,  not  exceeding  eight  hundred  dollars;  second  class  shall  ret^eive 
nine  hundred  dollars ;  third  class  shall  receive  one  thousand  dollars ;  fourth  cUtf 
shall  receive  one  thousand  one  huudred  dollars;  fifth  class  shall  receive  onethoosand 
two  hundred  dollars ;  sixth  class  shall  receive  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollini 
seventh  class  shall  receive  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars;  eighth  class  sh^I 
receive  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  ninth  class  shall  receive  one  thousand lix 
hundred  dollars;  tenth  class  shall  receive  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

The  Postmaster-General  niav,  however,  in  his  discretion,  temporarilv  reduce  the 
salary  of  any  clerk  as  a  penalty  for  delinquency  or  misconduct  in  sach  sum  as  he 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  discipline  and  efficient  service;  sach 
reductions  to  be  based  upon  a  demerit  system,  which  shall  be  uniform  throughoat 
the  service. 

That  the  original  appointments  to  the  position  of  railway  postal  clerk  shall  be 
made  to  class  one  for  a  probationary  period  of  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  same, 
less  such  time  as  the  appointee  may  have  performed  service  as  a  substitute  clerk,  •* 
provided  by  the  postal  laws  and  regulations  and  the  civil-service  laws  and  TejinU 
tiona;  and  no  permanent  appointment  shall  be  made  before  the  expiration  of  the 
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ionary  jieriod,  and  then  only  when  the  appointee  shall  have  shown  himself 
ent  in  ms  duties,  fnlly  competent  to  perform  the  same,  and  has  made  a  satis- 
f  record. 

actions  shall  be  based  solely  upon  efflcieucy,  faithfulness,  and  good  coudnot, 
e  clerk  must  serve  at  least  six  mouths  in  each  class  before  being  promoted  to 
er  class:  Provided,  That  on  lines  upon  which  railway  post-office  oars  have  been 
ized  by  the  Postmaster-General  a  clerk  appointed  to  a  crew  of  five  or  more 
bfter  havinff  passed  the  probationary  period,  be  appointed  a  clerk  of  class  two, 
he  proves  himself  proficient  in  his  duties  and  has  made  a  satisfactory  record, 
II  within  a  year  after  receiving  his  pennauent  appointment  be  promoted  to 
hree,  and  shall  not  be  further  promoted  unless  there  is  a  vacancy  in  a  hijj^her 
but  if  he  is  appointed  to  a  crew  of  two,  three,  or  four  clerks,  and  continues 
:e  a  satisfactory  record,  then  he  shall  be  advanced  one  grade  each  year  until 
11  have  reached  the  maximum  class  of  the  lowest  grade  in  the  oar  to  which  he 
pied,  as  hereinafter  provided  for. 

ines  upon  which  full  railway  post-office  cars  have  not  been  authorized  by  the 
luster-General,  where  but  one  clerk  to  a  car  is  appointed  to  perform  the  duties 
bo  runs  an  average  of  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  or  more  per  day,  he  shall  be 
IS  five. 

le  daily  average  of  miles  run  is  less  than  one  hundred  and  ten,  and  not  less 
ne hundred,  the  clerk  shall  be  of  class  four;  if  less  than  one  huudred  and  not 
an  ninety,  the  clerk  shall  be  of  class  three;  if  less  than  ninety  and  more  than 
,  the  clerk  shall  be  of  class  two.  If  the  average  distance  run  is  eighty  miles 
,  the  clerk  shall  be  of  class  one.  and  the  salary  shall  be  not  Ichs  than  ten  dol- 
)r  annum  for  each  mile  of  the  daily  average  of  miles  run :  Provided ,  That  the 
of  these  classes,  assigned  as  above,  are  employed  exclusively  by  the  Post- 
Department. 

ines  upon  which  full  railway  post-office  cars  have  not  been  authorized  by  the 
Miter-General,  where  more  than  one  clerk  is  assigned  to  duty  in  a  car,  the  addi- 
clerks  shall  be  of  classes  lower  than  the  clerk  in  charge,  except  where  the 
s  of  class  one;  and  in  no  case  shall  such  additional  clerks  be  of  a  class  higher 
lass  four.  Where  helpers  are  assigned  to  do  duty  ou  such  lines,  they  shall  not 
%  class  higher  than  class  three. 

ines  upon  which  full  railway  post-office  cars  are  run  by  order  of  the  Post-Office 
fcment,  and  to  which  two  clerks  to  a  crew  are  assigned,  there  shall  be  one 
>f  class  eight  and  one  clerk  of  class  six  or  lower,  as  hereinbefore  provided  for. 
ines  upon  which  full  railway  post-office  cars  are  run  by  order  of  the  Post-Office 
kment,  and  to  which  three  clerks  to  a  crew  are  assigned,  there  shall  be  one 
t>f  class  eight,  one  clerk  of  class  six,  and  one  clerk  of  class  five  or  lower,  as 
before  provided  for. 

ines  on  which  full  railway  post-office  cars  are  run  by  order  of  the  Post- Office 
toent,  and  to  which  four  clerks  to  a  crew  are  assigned,  there  shall  be  one 
of  class  eight,  one  clerk  of  class  six,  one  clerk  of  class  five,  and  one  clerk  of 
our  or  lower,  as  hereinfore  provided  for. 

inea  uiK>n  which  full  railway  post-office  cars  are  run  by  order  of  the  Post-Office 
tment,  and  to  which  five  or  more  clerks  to  a  crew  are  assigned,  there  shall  be 
)rk  of  class  eight,  one  clerk  of  class  six,  one  clerk  of  class  five,  one  clerk  of 
our,  and  the  others  of  class  three  or  lower,  as  hereinbefore  provided  for. 
ines  where  more  than  one  distributiuj;  car  is  run  in  a  train,  there  shall  be  two 
!>nal  clerks  of  class  six  for  each  additional  distributing  car. 
clerk  receiving  the  highest  salary  in  any  crew  will  be  designated  the  clerk  in 
). 

ks  employed  on  steamboat  lines  shall  be  of  class  one;  the  salary  to  be  deter- 
by  the  amount  of  work  to  be  performed,  and  whether  they  are  employed 
ively  bv  the  Post-Office  Department. 

ks  employed  as  porters  in  railway  post-offices  shall  be  of  class  one,  and  shall 
1  a  salary  not  exceeding  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
General  Superintendent  may,  when  necessary,  detail  such  clerks  of  such 
I  as  the  character  of  the  work  may  indicate  to  dut^  at  important  railway 
}ns,  such  clerks  to  be  designated  as  transfer  clerks  in  charge  and  assistant 
sr  clerks;  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  look  after  the  handling  and  transfer  of 
ftt  railroad  depots  and  to  perform  such  other  work  pertaining  to  the  Railway 
ervice,  as  may  be  required  of  them.  When  more  than  one  clerk  is  needed  for 
uty  at  the  same  depot,  the  additional  clerks  shall  be  of  classes  below  class 
but  in  no  case  shall  more  than  one  clerk  of  the  same  class,  above  class  three, 
letailed  at  the  same  depot. 

I  clerks  as  may  be  assigned  to  duty  in  charge  of  one  or  more  lines  shall  be  of 
ine,  and  be  designated  as  chief  clerks,  and  shall,  when  traveling  on  business 
Department,  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  the  transportation  of  mails 
roads  their  actuiu  and  necessary  expenses,  but  not  exceeding  three  dollars  per 
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There  shall  be  one  clerk  detailed  to  duty  lii  the  office  of  each  diviaion  aopeTintend* 
enty  who  shall  be  designated  assistant  superintendent  Railway  Mail  Service,  and 
who  shall  act  as  diyision  superintendent  in  the  absence  of  that  officer.  Such  clerk 
shall  be  of  class  ten,  and  shall,  when  traveling  on  the  business  of  the  Department, 
be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  the  transpoi-tation  of  mails  on  railroads  nia  actml 
and  necessary  expenses,  but  not  exceeding  three  dollars  per  diem. 

There  may  be  detailed  to  duty  in  the  office  of  the  General  Superintendent  and  each 
division  sui>erintendent  of  Railway  Mail  Service  as  many  railway  postal  clerks  as 
may,  in  the  judgment  of  the  General  Superintendent,  be  necessary  to  tranaact  the 
business  of  those  offices  properly ;  but  there  shall  be  but  one  clerk  of  class  ten  detailed 
to  duty  in  the  office  of  eacn  division  superintendent. 

That  all  railway  postal  clerks  whose  duties  require  them  to  work  six  daya  or  more 

Ser  week,  fifty-two  weeks  per  year^  shall  be  allowed  an  annual  vacation  of  fifteeo 
ays  with  pay. 

iNo  clerk  shall  receive  less  salary  after  the  passage  of  this  act  than  he  was  receir- 
ing  prior  thereto,  and  no  clerk  shall  be  reduced  from  a  higher  to  a  lower  grade  after 
his  assignment  thereto,  unless  such  salary  or  grade  is  properly  reduced  by  reason  of 
his  inefficiency  to  perform  the  daties  of  such  higher  grade,  unless  temporarily  reduced 
as  a  penalty  for  delinquency  or  misconduct,  as  hereinbefore  provided  for,  or  unlcie 
the  status  of  the  line  to  which  he  is  assigned  may  be  so  changed  by  the  reidnotion  of 
mileage,  withdrawal  of  full  railway  post-office  cars,  reduction  offeree,  or  otherwise^ 
as  to  bring  him  within  a  different  class,  as  provided  in  this  act,  or  unless  he  be  trans- 
ferred from  one  line  to  another  at  his  own  request  or  in  the  interest  of  the  pablio 
service. 

Sec.  2.  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasary  not  otherwise  appropriated,  such  sum  as  ma^jr  be  necessary  to  carry  into 
efioot  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  that  such  appropriation  be  deemed  an  annasl 
appropriation. 

Sec.  3.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this  act  be,  and  the  tune 
are  hereby,  repealed. 

PROTEOTION   OF   CLERKS  WHILE   IN   THE   DISOHARGE  OF  THBIB 

OFFICIAL  DUTIES. 

I  beg  leave  to  again  call  yoar  attention  to  the  necessity  for  the  enaet- 
ment  of  some  legislation  that  will  prevent  unwarranted  and  Qnlawfal 
interference  with  postal  clerks  while  in  the  discharge  of  their  official 
duties.  A  mail  car  is  considered  sacred  from  intrusion  by  unauthor- 
ized persons;  and  anyone  who  forces  his  way  into  a  mail  car  withoat 
authority  and  assaults  the  clerk  who  is  on  duty  therein  should  be 
punished. 

As  I  slated  in  last  year's  report,  we  have  had  several  cases  of  this 
kind  within  the  past  few  years.  I  therefore  reprint  a  bill  which  was 
introduced  in  the  last  Congress,  but  failed  to  pass,  owing  to  press  of 
other  matters : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Bepreeentativee  of  the  United  Statee  ofAmerim 
in  Congrese  aaeemhledf  That  every  person  who,  by  violence,  enters  a  railway  post-office 
car  or  apartment  assigned  to  the  use  of  the  Railway  Mail  Service,  or  who  willfally 
and  maliciously  assaults  a  railway  postal  clerk  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  dntiei 
as  such,  and  every  person  who  willfally  aids  or  assists  therein,  shall,  for  every  saeh 
offense,  be  punishable  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  and  not  more 
than  one  thousand  doUars,  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than  one  year  and  not 
more  than  three  years. 

OrVCL  SERVICE — ^PROMOTION. 

I  see  no  reason  in  the  experience  of  the  past  year  to  change  my 
opinion,  so  often  expressed,  as  to  the  beneficial  effect  ui)on  the  servioe 
of  a  system  of  appointments  based  upon  efficiency,  as  determined  by 
proper  examinations,  both  mental  and  physical.  The  records  of  the 
service,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying  tables  and  as  summarized  in 
the  text,  speak  for  themselves,  and  indicate  beyond  question  that  the 
personnel  of  the  service  has  in  nowise  deteriorated.  So  satisfiwtory 
had  been  our  experience  in  this  respect  that  it  was  determined  to  apply 
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the  rules,  as  &r  as  practicable,  to  promotions  in  the  service.  The  mat- 
ter was  given  the  most  carefnl  consideration  by  a  committee  composed 
of  experienced  Railway  Mail  Service  officials,  and  as  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  a  set  of  regulations  governing  promotions  was  promulgated 
in  February  last,  and  all  promotions  since  that  time  have  been  made  in 
accordance  with  those  regulations.  Some  little  difficulties  have  arisen, 
some  inconsistencies  have  been  discovered,  but  on  the  whole  the  system 
has  proven  successful,  and  is  undoubtedly  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
In  the  course  of  time  all  the  difficulties  will  be  overcome,  all  the  incon- 
sistencies will  be  remedied,  and  all  causes  for  criticism  which  have 
existed  in  the  pa»t  will  be  removed.  Each  clerk  can  rest  under  the 
assurance  that,  when  his  record  entitles  him  to  promotion,  favoritism 
or  influence  will  not  bar  such  promotion. 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  class  on  any  line  in  the  service,  the 
division  superintendent  certifies  to  the  board  of  promotion  (consisting 
of  the  General  Superintendent,  the  Assistant  General  Superintendent 
and  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  service)  the  full  records  of  all  the  clerks  in 
the  next  lower  class  on  that  line  who  are  eligible  for  promotion.  Any 
clerk  who,  within  three  years  last  past,  has  made  a  case  examination 
record  of  95  per  cent  or  better  on  the  distribution  assigned  him  is  eligi- 
ble. A  clerk's  record  shows  his  age,  term  of  service,  length  of  service 
both  on  line  and  in  his  present  class,  all  examinations  passed  within 
three  years,  errors  in  distribution  for  one  year,  and  general  rating — 
covering  habits,  attendance,  application,  adai)tability,  health  and 
physical  condition,  military  record,  if  any,  and  whether  the  clerk  has 
ever  been  injured  in  the  service.  All  of  these  records  are  carefully 
scrutinized  by  the  board  of  promotion,  and  the  three  clerks  having  the 
highest  general  records  are  certified  to  the  Postmaster-General,  who 
selects  one  of  the  three  for  promotion. 

SECOND-CLASS  HAIL— BELATIOlA  OF  PUBLISHEBS  TO  THE  SERVICE. 

The  subject  of  the  separation  by  publishers  of  their  mail  by  States 
iras  fully  discussed  in  my  report  of  last  year,  but  the  subject  is  still  of 
great  interest  to  all  concerned.  To  the  publisher,  because,  by  a  simple 
classification  of  his  mail  by  States,  he  secures  for  it  a  more  S])eedy  dis- 
patch than  it  could  obtain  if  unseparated,  even  by  any  increase  of  force 
and  space  in  the  post-office.  This  because  it  not  only  saves  extra 
handling,  which  is  more  or  less  detrimental  to  the  package  itself,  and 
adds  somewhat  to  the  risk  of  missending,  but  it  equalizes  the  embar- 
rassing irregularity  occasioned  by  the  enormous  quantity  of  such  mail 
arriving  in  large  masses,  making  it  impossible  always  to  get  it  off 
promptly  when  unclassified. 

Letters  can  be  dispatched  on  tim^  even  when  dropped  into  the  post- 
office  a  moment  before  the  closing  for  a  mail  dispatch,  but  this  can  not 
be  said  of  newspaper  mail  as  a  rule;  and  yet,  if  a  sack  of  newspapers 
is  made  up  by  the  publisher  for  a  city,  or  even  for  many  States,  it  has 
the  advantage  of  even  a  letter,  for  letters  dropped  in  at  the  last  moment 
most  have  the  postage  stamps  canceled,  must  be  cased  up,  tied  out  in 
packages,  conveyed  to  pouches  and  placed  in  them,  locked  up  and 
brought  to  the  lobby  of  the  post-office,  ready  to  be  loaded  into  mail 
wagons.  In  a  large  post-office  this  usually  consumes  about  half  an  hour, 
and  yet  If  a  sack  of  papers  is  put  up  as  described,  it  can  reach  the 
post-office  half  an  hour  after  the  letter  close  and  make  the  same  mail 
connection. 

All  this  is  familiar  to  postal  officials  and  employees,  but  publishers 
can  not  be  expected  to  know  it  unless  it  is  explained  to  them.    When 
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they  are  informed  of  the  advantages,  they  are  ready  enough  to  aoqai^ 
esce  in  the  reasonableness  and  benefit  to  them  of  the  primid  separatiot^ 
by  States  and  cities. 

One  important  feature  of  this  simple  advance  separation  is  especially 
valuable,  viz,  the  combination  of  papers  for  all  the  subscribers  in  eacb 
town,  in  a  sack,  a  bundle,  or  a  package;  which  last  is  commonly  knoiro 
as  a  club  package.    The  reason  for  the  advantage  of  this  will  mainlj 
appear  from  the  explanation  made  regarding  the  direct  sack  (that  is,  a 
sack  for  a  city),  which  showed  that  it  could  have  more  speedy  dispatcli 
than  a  letter. 

In  connection  with  the  making  up  of  mail  by  States,  there  is  one 
matter  which  does  not  often  receive  by  publishers  the  attention  it 
deserves,  and  that  is  the  labeling  of  every  sack,  whether  ^<  made  up'' or 
^*  mixed."  It  is  true  that  in  every  large  post-office  the  clerks  who 
receive  second-class  mail  become  so  familiar  with  it  as  to  know  aboat 
how  it  is  made  up  by  the  publisher,  but  occasionally  there  is  an  ineipe- 
rienced  clerk  on  duty,  or  one  of  many  causes  may  arise  to  delay  the 
handling  of  untagged  matter.  In  short,  it  is  businesslike  to  label  a 
sack  as  well  as  to  address  a  letter,  and  it  affords  one  important  meaos 
of  avoiding  mistakes  and  delays. 

It  would  be  impossible  in  the  limit  of  this  report  to  set  forth  all  the 
benefits  to  publishers  of  the  primal  separations.  Whatever  difficulties 
may  arise  to  bring  this  about  are  mostly  due  to  the  intermediate  agen- 
cies, such  astheprinter,  the  addressing  agency,  and  the  mailing  ageucy. 
Not  that  these  intentionally  interpose  obstacles,  but  they  do  prodaoea 
divided  responsibility,  and  the  trouble  will  continue  to  a  greater  or  lew 
extent,  unless  publishers  become  accustomed  to  making  tbeir  contracte 
include  separations.  The  principal  advantage  of  regulating  this  by 
statute,  as  proposed  in  the  Loud  bill,  is  to  hasten  this  necessary  con- 
summation, and  it  would  particularly^have  the  effect  of  initiating  new 
contracts  which  will  secure  the  separations;  whereas  otherwise  the  old 
contracts  with  the  mailing  agencies  will  continue  to  run  on,  as  they  are, 
and  thus  delay  the  improveinent,  which  is  unquestionably  needed. 

Statement  of  Becond-claas  mail  ient  into  certain  offices  during  June,  1896, 
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New  York,  N.  Y. : 

Oenenu  post-offioe 

Branch  u, 

General    and    Branch    H 

combined 

Chicago,  HI 

St  Louis.  Mo 

Boston,  Mass 

Hinueapolis,  Minn 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

Milwaukee,  Wis 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Kansas  Citv,  Mo 

Washington,  D.G 

St.  Paul  Minn 

Cleveland,  Ohio 

Bidtimore,  Md 

Indianapolis,  Ind 

Brooklyn,  K.Y 

Totid 


Num- 
ber of 
?ub* 
ica- 
tions. 


880 
177 


1,007 

433 

212 

378 

90 

368 

46 

10 

142 

6 

10 

66 

08 

109 

73 

35 


3,083 


Total 

sacks 

mailed. 


70.422 
15.054 


05, 876 

67.776 

26,359 

20,145 

18,550 

16. 013 

10,205 

9.417 

8.887 

8.029 

5.714 

4,792 

4,848 

8,084 

2,173 

1,212 


291,588 


Per 
cent. 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 


100 


Sacks 
made  up 
for  dis- 
patch. 


80,879 
8,872 


89.751 

89,481 

16, 176 

8,240 

17, 117 

4,930 

7,734 

7,199 

1,062 

4,192 

1,861 

8,940 

838 

560 

583 

78 


Per 

cent  of 

whole. 


88.9 
66.6 


158,232 


4L7 
68.8 
61.8 
40.9 
92.3 
80.8 
75.8 
76.5 
12.5 
52.2 
82.6 
82.2 

7.8 
18.8 
26.8 

6.4 


52.5 


Sacks 
made 
np  for 
»*dis" 
tables. 


21.765 
3,915 


25,680 

10,342 

1,507 

2,311 


6.511 

"iii 


2,402 
1,407 


401 


920 
52 


61,777 


Per 

cent  of 

whole. 


27. 4 
24.6 


96.9 

17.9 

5.7 

11.5 


40.9 

"i's 


29.9 
25.7 


8.2 


42.4 
4.8 


Mixed 
sacks. 


26,778 
3,107 


Per 
oentof 

wlisie- 


11.8 


29.945 
7.963 
8.676 
9,5M 

al.442 
4,533 
2,471 
2.074 
7.335 
1,435 
2,386 
•  852 
8.600 
2,524 
6T0 
1,082 


17.8 


tL4 
118 
9 

17.8 

7.7 

SB.I 

ti.% 

n 

87.5 
17.8 
4L7 
17.8 

a 

818 
80.8 
811 


86,580      9-V 


tflnoladlng  sacks  made  up  for  diaixlbatioii  table. 
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SigtmeiU  of  ffOfmd-oIoM  nuMer  reoeiwd  from  pmblUh^n  at  po§i-oJfc$  namod,  from 

January  14  to  February  17 f  1887 f  hoik  inolu9ive. 


Post-offiC6. 


irewTork,N.Y. : 

CtoneralpMt-offioe. . . . 
Bnncha 

Totel  for  New  York 

C]ileaso.in 

St.  Louis,  Mo 

Boston,  MaM 

Minneapolis,  Minn 

PhilailelpbiB,P» 

SuiFranoisoo,C«l 

Milwsakee.  Wis 

Cineinnstit  Ohio 

Kansas  Cltj,  Mo 

Waaliington,  D.  C 

St-PanlTMinn 

Clereland,  Ohio 

Baltimore,  Md 

Indian^iolis,  Ind 

Brooklyn.  N.Y 

Aiignsta,  Me 

Adanta,  Ga 

Denror,  C<^ 

Pittslnirg,Pa 

Sprtnglleld,  Ohio 

BetzoitMioh 

Loois-viae,  Ky 

XlCis,IIL 

Total 


Kom- 

berof 

pub- 

Uoa. 

tions. 


196 


1,118 


204 
379 
182 


108 

187 

87 

96 

69 

96 

111 

123 

69 

21 

64 

90 

107 

28 

96 

72 

19 


4,461 


Total 

sanks 

mailed. 


96,007 
16,116 


112,178 

72,441 

26,336 

17,992 

17,803 

90,786 

14,286 

11.069 

11,902 

9,681 

7,111 

10,984 

4,456 

3,128 

8,874 

1,166 

19,544 

6,878 

6,623 

4,993 

4,065 

4,089 

8,884 

8,264 


895,868 


Per 
cent. 


100 
100 


100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
lUO 
100 
100 


100 


Baoks 
made  up 
for  dis- 
patch. 


18,648 
6,649 


40,292 

86.108 

16,201 

5,685 

14,702 

9.578 

9.739 

7.655 

3,566 

4.549 

2,957 

9,309 

505 

627 

658 

184 

7,708 

6,091 

3,918 

510 

1,760 

1,693 

1,153 

8,144 


186,077 


Per 

cent  of 
whole. 


86.1 
4L1 


85.9 

49.9 

61.5 

81.1 

82.6 

46 

68.2 

69.8 

30.3 

47.2 

41.5 

84.8 

11.4 

20.1 

22.8 

15.8 

89.5 

74.1 

5L9 

10.4 

43 

39.5 

34.6 

96.8 
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Sacks 
made 
up  for 
"dls" 
tobies. 


85,8a 
6,815 


42.159 

83.886 

4,523 

2,729 


5.587 
1,821 
440 
8,574 
8.321 
3,234 


2,251 
1,093 
1,099 
220 
2,272 


629 

8 

4 

1,017 


08.086 


Per 
cent  of 
whole. 


86.8 
4X2 


87.6 
812 
17.2 
15.1 


27 
9.2 
4 

30 

84.5 

81.5 


50.5 
34.9 
88.2 
18.8 
12 


4.8 
12.5 


80.5 


24.8 


Mixed 
sacks. 


27.020 
2.702 


29,722 
12.997 
5,012 
9,678 
8.101 
5.G21 
8,226 
2,064 
4.782 
1,761 
l.O'.'O 
1,675 
1.700 
1,408 
1,122 
702 
0,561 
1,787 
2.436 
8,854 
2,307 
2.442 
1,164 
120 


111,705 


Per 
cent  of 
whole. 


88.1 
16.7 

26.5 
17.9 
21.8 
53.8 
17.4 
27 

22.6 
26.7 
40 
18.8 
27 
15.2 
38.1 
45 
39 
65.4 
48.5 
25.9 
43.3 
77.1 
67 

60.6 

34.9 

8.7 


28.9 


By  a  comparison  of  the  above  statements  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is 
a  Blight  increase  in  the  percentage  of  nnseparated  mail  in  the  cases  of 
Chicago,  Boston,  Minneapolis,  Milwaukee,  Kansas  City,  and  Indian- 
apolis, and  a  considerable  dimination  of  nnseparated  mail  in  all  the 
other  cities.  The  reasons  for  the  improvement  in  some  cities  and  the  fall- 
iDg  off  in  others  are  not  yet  ftilly  understood,  but  the  matter  is  receiving 
attention  and  thcnrough  investigation. 

One  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  that  in  some  of  the  larger  post-offices 
the  early  part  of  the  calendar  year  makes  the  worst  showing  against 
publishers,  because  they  are  then  renewing  subscriptions  which  termi- 
nated with  December  31.  These  come  in  as  new  subscribers,  and  it  is 
often  two  or  three  months  before  they  are  fully  classified  again. 

The  average  per  cent  of  nnseparated  mail  received  in  all  the  post- 
offices  in  the  statement  for  June,  1896,  is  29.7.  For  the  same  offices  for 
January  and  February,  1897  (one  month),  it  is  25.6  per  cent,  and  for  the 
whole  ^  offices  shown  in  that  table  it  is  28.2  per  cent  of  nnseparated 
mafl.  But  percentage,  while  it  forms  the  most  ready  means  of 
comparison,  does  not  always  give  the  best  idea  of  progress  effected. 
As  for  example,  Philadelphia  shows  a  gain  of  only  1.3  per  cent,  and 
yet  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  an  improvement  of  4,648  sacks  of 
mail  fully  made  up  by  publishers  over  the  report  for  June,  1896  (eight 
months  previous).  This  would  make  an  increase  of  581  sacks  a  mouth, 
or  6,972  additional  sacks  per  annum,  and  a  total  relief  altogether 
throughout  the  year  of  114,936  sacks  of  mail. 

So  in  New  York,  although  the  diminution  in  the  amount  of  nnsepa- 
rated mail  received  from  publishers  during  the  eight  months  is  only  4.9 
per  cent,  and  the  number  of  sacks  of  fully  made-up  mail  by  publishers  in 
January  and  February  (one  month)  over  June,  1896,  was  only  541,  yet 
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the  increase  of  partly  made-up  mail  was  16,479,  or  a  total  increase  of 
17,020  sacks  in  the  amount  of  mail  sent  into  the  New  York  x)08t-office 
by  publishers,  additionally,  during  the  eight  months,  in  such  a  shape 
as  to  relieve  that  office,  wholly  or  partially,  from  the  distribntion  of  it, 
Dotwithstandiug  the  increase  of  104,279  sacks  received  in  the  eight 
months  (and  such  an  expansion  is  likely  to  represent  a  large  pro|>ortioii 
of  sample  copies  which  publishers  are  very  apt  to  rush  out  without 
separation). 

Altogether  the  New  York  post-office,  according  to  the  January  and 
February  statement  (one  month),  submitted  as  above,  has  been  relieved 
entirely  from  the  distribution  of  40,292  sacks  a  month,  or  483,504  a  year, 
out  of  a  total  number  per  annum  received  from  publishers  of  1,346,076 
sacks. 

In  regard  to  the  increase  of  16,479  partly  made  up  sacks  in  eight 
months,  it  should  be  understood  that  a  large  portion  consists  of  sacks 
of  bundles  tied  in  packages  by  States  and  cities,  which  can  be  handled 
and  disposed  of  in  the  post-office  almost  as  quickly  as  sacks  for  sepa- 
rate States. 

This  is  a  comparatively  new  feature  which  has  been  urged  upon 
publishers,  and  gives  an  advantage  to  the  smaller  publications  which 
had  been  previously  confined  in  a  great  measure  to  the  large  publica- 
tions whose  quantity  made  it  comparatively  easy  to  make  up  sacks  for 
individual  States  or  cities. 

The  following  brief  statement  will  show  the  progress  in  New  York 
Gity  in  reducing  the  percentage  of  mixed  mail: 


September,  1895 

Jniie,  1896 

Janoary  and  February,  1807  (1  month) 


finmoh 

pOBt-offioe 

H. 


26 

19.8 

ie.7 


General 
poet-ofllce. 


PerctnL 

41 

83.7 

28.1 


General 
poet-offle^ 
andBnattk^ 

Heom- 

bined. 


PtrttnL 
38 


The  above  are  quoted  because  they  comprise  the  only  general  and 
systematic  counts  that  have  been  taken.  The  work  has  been  done  by 
clerks  especially  detailed  for  the  purpose,  and  is  therefore  thoroughly 
reliable. 

It  may  assist  to  a  better  understanding  of  the  situation  to  mention 
that  while  in  New  York,  for  example,  the  great  dailies  send  in  only 
from  6  to  10  per  cent  of  the  mixed  mail,  the  general  average  is  reduced 
by  the  news  companies,  who  run  up  to  40  and  50  per  cent  of  mixed. 

This  is  not  necessarily  the  fault  of  the  companies,  but  is  mainly 
due  to  the  short  time  they  have  to  handle  their  mail,  the  difficulty  of 
combining  it  on  account  of  the  variety  of  publications  of  all  sizes  and 
shapes,  and  that  much  of  it  is  sent  to  the  post-office  many  times  a  day, 
and  then  in  comparatively  small  quantities  at  a  time,  and  for  widely 
dispersed  sections  of  the  country,  like  the  daily  orders  received  by  pub- 
lishers for  sample  copies,  missing  numbers,  etc.,  which  orders  are  sent 
direct  from  the  office  of  the  publisher,  from  day  to  day,  and  not  through 
the  printers,  binders,  or  mailing  agencies. 

One  of  the  interesting  deductions  from  the  statement  for  January 
and  February,  1897  (one  month),  is  that  the  average  weight  of  a  sack 
of  mail,  taking  all  the  twenty-four  post-offices  together,  is  52.68  poundfl. 
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The  statutory  provisions  heretofore  recommended  are  hereby  again 
respectfully  urged  upon  your  attention,  as  follows: 

That  section  3883,  Bevised  Statutes  (section  306  of  the  Postal  Laws 
and  Regulations),  be  so  amended  as  to  require  publishers  to  make  such 
primary  separations  of  their  periodicals  for  mailing  as  the  Postmaster- 
General  may  direct.  It  is  also  recommended  that  section  840  of  the 
Postal  Laws  and  Regulations  be  modified  to  read  as  follows: 

PostmasterB  may  extend  to  i>ubliBheT8  and  others  the  privilege  of  taking  canvaa 
Backs  to  their  printing  and  mailing  offices^  to  be  there  filled  witn  printed  matter  for 
the  mails,  upon  the  following  oonditlons : 

(1)  That  matter  of  the  second  and  third  classes  sent  to  poBt^oflfices  mnst  be  made 
np^  each  State  or  route  separate,  where  the  quantity  for  any  one  State  or  Territory 
Ib  m  excess  of  fifty  pieces,  except  where  the  mail  is  made  np  at  publication  or  mail- 
ing offices  by  routes  under  the  airection  of  the  postmaster  or  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Sail  way  Mail  Seryice,  or  where  the  matter  is  all  for  one  post-office,  for  foreign 
oonntries,  or  for  free  county  circulation. 

(2)  That  each  sack  shall  be  labeled  with  a  shipping  ta^  or  other  proper  label, 
which  shall  show  the  route,  office.  State,  or  Territory  to  which  the  matter  contained 
therein  is  to  be  dispatched,  the  name  of  the  publication  if  a  regularly  entered  sec- 
ond-class publication,  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  printer  or  mailer  if  mailed 
hy  other  tnan  the  publisher.  Where  the  quantity  of  mail  matter  for  any  one  State 
or  Territory  is  less  than  fifty  nieces,  such  matter  may  be  placed  in  one  or  more  sacks 
and  labeled  "  Miscellaneous,"  the  label  or  tag  to  conform  to  above  description  in 
other  respects. 

(3)  Postmasters  must  keep  an  exact  account  with  each  publisher,  printer,  or  mailer 
of  the  number  of  sacks  taken  from  and  returned  to  his  post-office  on  every  occasion. 
BeBtdes  the  accounts  kept  in  the  post-office  for  that  purpose,  pass  books  should  be 
QBod  between  the  several  printing  and  mailing  offices  and  the  post-office.  No  sacks 
thoold  be  delivered  for  any  publisher,  printer,  or  mailer  except  upon  presentation  of 
his  pass  book,  in  which  he  is  to  be  debited  with  the  number  of  sacks  intrusted  to 
him  and  credited  with  the  number  returned,  and  for  the  due  cart)  and  return  of  all 
tacks  intrusted  to  him  each  publisher,  printer,  or  mailer  shall  be  held  responsible. 

IMPBOYEMENTS. 

The  featnre  of  the  Railway  Mail  Service  considered  under  the  bead 
of  ^^Improvements"  presents  a  most  gratifying  condition  as  applicable 
to  the  fiscal  year  1897.  While  it  is  a  fact  that  the  improvements  for 
1S97  are  not,  in  miles,  affected  as  extensively  as  those  for  the  preceding 
year,  still  the  amoont  of  new  and  improved  service,  both  in  full  rail- 
way post-ofQce  cars  and  apartment  cars,  shows  the  earnest  effort  of  the 
Department  to  apply  improvements  with  the  view  to  a  general  better- 
ment of  the  whole  service  as  far  as  may  be  possible.  Many  of  the 
improvements  made  during  the  past  year  have  been  sadly  needed  for  a 
long  time,  but  in  view  of  the  general  demand  in  past  years,  it  has  only 
been  practicable  to  fiirnish  new  and  improved  service  in  those  cases 
where  the  needs  were  imperative,  thereby  accumulating  a  long  list  of 
necessary  betterments,  attention  to  which  was  deferred  until  the  year 
last  past,  when  it  became  possible  to  provide  those  improvements  which 
vere  necessary,  but  formerly  not  urgent.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in 
making  the  improvements  described  in  this  report  the  disposition  has 
been  of  a  more  general  character  as  to  locality  than  has  been  found 
possible  in  previous  years;  yet  notwithstanding  the  latter  fact  the  bet- 
terments have  been  effected  where  they  were  most  needed,  and  at  the 
same  time  where  the  result  wonld  prove  most  advantageous  generally. 
Considering  all  the  difficulties  attending  the  efforts  of  the  Department 
to  famish  the  greatest  possible  betterment  of  the  postal  and  apartment 
car  service  with  an  appropriation  limited  in  amount  to  about  the 
expense  of  the  more  urgent  demands,  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  result 
may  be  acknowledged  as  very  satisfactory. 

A  comparison  of  the  miles  of  service  included  under  the  head  of 
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improvements  during  the  past  seven  years,  1891  to  1807,  indasive,  will 
show  that  the  year  18\)7  is  credited  with  a  greater  amount  of  new 
service  than  any  of  the  years  named,  excepting  1896. 

The  last  fiscal  year  shows  a  total  of  22,218  miles  of  new  and  improved 
service. 

The  number  of  miles  of  new  and  improved  service  for  the  past  seven 
years  is  as  follows: 


1S96 14,786 

1896 26,356 

1897 22,717 


1891 13,324 

1892 19,279 

1893 16,072 

1894 8,472 

The  above  table  shows  that  the  totsd  increase  in  mileage  of  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year  exceeds  that  for  any  fiscal  year  mentioned,  except  the 
year  1896,  by  2,938  miles,  and  is  in  excess  of  the  general  average 
improvement  for  the  years  1891  to  1896,  inclusive,  by  5,836  miles. 

The  following  are  among  the  more  important  betterments  that  have 
been  made  during  the  fiscal  year  1897 : 

1896. — November  4,  Washingtonj  D,  O.,  and  Charlotte^  IT,  (7.,  jB.  P.  ft— 
The  establishment  of  a  daily  line  of  60-foot  x)ostal  cars  in  lieu  of  a  40- 
foot  line;  also  the  establishment  of  aline  of  50foot  postal  cars  to  saper- 
sede  a  40-foot  line,  and  the  establishment  of  an  additional  line  of  postal 
cars  40  feet  in  length,  these  improvements  being  provided  to  meet  the 
demands  for  increased  space  and  working  facilities  for  the  handling  of 
the  heavy  mails  to  and  from  New  York,  N.  Y.«  and  New  Orleans,  La. 

November  4,  Charlotte^  N.  C,  and  Atlanta^  ^a.,  JB.  P.  O. — ^The  estab- 
lishment of  an  additional  daily  line  of  40-foot  postals.  The  latter 
became  necessary  to  strengthen  the  New  York,  N.  Y.,  and  New  Orleans, 
La.,  route  between  Charlotte,  N.  0.,  and  Atlanta,  Oa. 

1897,— January  5,  Clevelandj  OhiOj  and  8U  LouiSj  Mo.j  2J.  P.  ft— The 
establishment  of  a  daily  line  of  60-ioot  postal  cars  in  lieu  of  a  line  of  40 
feet  in  length.  This  is  one  of  the  most  important  railway  pos^offioe 
systems  of  the  country,  and  on  account  of  the  natural  growth  of  the 
mails  dispatched  via  this  line  required  increased  space. 

January  22^  Albert  Lea^  Minn.^  and  Burlington^  lotcaj  JB.  P.  ft— The 
establishment  of  a  second  daily  line  of  service  on  account  of  the  foimer 
service  having  proven  insufficient  to  properly  handle  the  mails  on  this 
route. 

January  22,  St,  Paul,  Minn.,  and  Minot,  If.  Ddk.j  B.  P.  0. — ^The  estab- 
lishment of  a  daily  line  of  50- foot  postals  on  this  route  between  St  Paal, 
Minn.,  and  Devils  Lake,  N.  Dak.  This  is  one  of  the  important  lines  to 
and  from  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  the  extreme  Northwest,  and  owing  to 
the  rapid  development  of  the  section  traversed  by  this  line  an  improved 
schedule  provided  by  the  railroad  company  has  resulted  in  the  moTe- 
ment  and  distribution  of  very  heavy  mails,  demanding  greater  car  space. 

January  22,  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  Houston,  Tex.j  B.  P.  ft— 1** 
establishment  of  a  new  daily  line  of  40-foot  postal  cars.  This  line  con- 
stitutes a  link  in  the  continuous  system  of  railway  post-offices  between 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  and  Mexico  City,  Mexico,  and  in  order  to  properly 
handle  and  store  the  heavy  mails  dispatched  therein,  the  additional  car 
space  was  necessary. 

February  9,  Asheville,  N.  ft,  and  Columbia,  8.  ft,  JR.  P.  O.— The  estab- 
lishment of  a  second  daily  line  of  service  in  compliance  with  demands 
for  better  facilities. 

February  18,  Chicago,  HI.,  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  and  Kansas  Cits,  Mo^ 
B.  P.  0. — The  establishment  of  an  additional  daily  line  of  serviec 
between  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  and  Ghicago,  111.    This  is  a  n^dly  grow* 
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iDg  route  for  the  dispfttci  of 
Southwest,  via  Kansas  City.  M^ 
storage  and  distribution  of  tbe 

March  29^  Pittsburg^  Pju,  mmd  ^r  ^t   _t  .  : 
ment  of  an  additional  daily  line  of  ^ 
points  provided  to  meet  the 
the  transmission  of  mails  to  Hid  iroc  3*  ^  x> 
Mo.,  via  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

March  29.  PitUhurg,  P«^  ami  tit.  Im  i.  L.  . 
ment  of  a  daily  line  of  postal  ear?  m-v-  ni  k. 
of  40-foot  cars.    The  latter  impiovMc  .. .  •"!* 
tioned  next  above  in  conneetioi!  Hi*  n  utr^  «*« .  • 
absolutely  necessary  to  tbe  proprraiMj  t?minr . 
mails  being  forwarded  via  tbl^  1.  .       .  ^.^ 

April  8j  Charlotte^  N.  C^  tmc  ->«< 
lishment  of  a  daily  line  of  4<»tor    i**: 
important  route  between  tb^  jf^n,  -  % 
Washington,  D.  C,  and  Chai irn. 
ticularly  advantageous  route  m^«h^ 
ton,  D,  0.,  and  Jaekscnvilku  I.^ 
mails  in  both  directions. 

April  15 J  Cedar  Eapida.  hm    « 
establishmentof  an  additions  u 
Cedar  Rapids  and  Ertberr:..^    ^'. 

April  19.  Detroit^  Mi^,.  mi 
lishment  of  a  daily  line  &  i«>^ . 
line  of  50foot  cars.    TLa-  j    v 
between  the  Great  Lak^  r^f. 
tity  of  mail  carried  had 
famished  by  the  smaller 


*•  * 
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April  23.  8U  PauL  Mim..  «t     ^ 
lishment  or  an  additacma   Ui 
Crookston,  Minn.,  and  Tif  •..    »- 

April  28y  Spokane  amc    '  l 
secure  a  better  servinevi^  -_ 
to  Portland,  Oreg.,  there-    ♦♦  • 
post-office  between  Spa&iki.     • 

May  18j  Chicago^  ^««ftr. 
Tbe  establishment  of  au  **•    .. 
This  being  one  of  the  ivnt^  i^ 
and  the  West,  via  Odumk.  .- 
essary  to  provide  spao^  m     ,. 
of  the  increased  mailf  i«trv«_ 

May  21,  Clevelamd.  hm^  _  '^ 

by  an  additional  daih  u.^     ^  —   ~  "J  ^' 

for  improved  local  Her%>  ^      —  -'^  -      "^  '^^* 

May  28j  Chicago  anu  jji^-       _  ^rt- 

of  an  additional  dail-  iw        ^  _  — -      ' 

Louis  R.  P.  O.  is  a  ver   u*^ .  '        -  -  a^- 

above  mentioned  ahuii    ^    ^  -      ^     .  .  oot 

ests  of  the  service  ifWi»i        "^  -^    —    •     .      '  ^  ay 

for  the  Department  i^-^tm^  ^  "  -*      -^        *^  f*'™ 

May  29,Grovetm,^mm^    '    "  -^  ^_  ^***j 

Tbe  establishment  c«  .^  ^.  -^     ^-r-i.     '^  ".^^      >  ot 

between  Mereditl         _    ^  -..-.--  ^'^V     «nt 

order  to  fumiah«t*eu-'"*        —       '  "^      '  f  \  ^^^ 

points  named.  ^ 
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June  17^  Boston^  Mass.j  a/nd  Portlandj  Me.^  R.  P.  0. — ^The  establish- 
ment of  a  daily  line  of  40foot  postal  cars,  additional,  to  meet  the 
demand  for  increased  space  and  facilities  for  the  handling  of  the  maib 
between  these  two  important  New  England  points. 

June  26^  Charlotiey  N.  0.,  and  Jacksonville^  Fla.j  R.  P.  0.— The 
establishment  of  a  second  daily  line  of  service  via  this  route  od 
account  of  the  rapidly  increasing  mails  between  the  above-named 
offices. 

June  26^  Atlanta^  Oa.^  and  New  OrleanSj  La,j  R,  P.  0. — ^The  establish- 
ment of  two  daily  lines  of  60- foot  postal  cars  to  supersede  two  lines  of 
4()-foot  cars.  The  thousand  miles  of  improved  service  involved  in  this 
addition  of  postal-car  space  was  made  necessary  by  the  increased  qaaQ- 
tity  of  mail  forwarded  via  this  route  to  and  from  New  York,  N.  Y.,  and 
New  Orleans,  La. 

July  9^  Memphis^  Tenn.,  and  Birmingham^  Ala.j  R.  P.  0, — ^The  estab- 
lishment of  an  additional  daily  line  of  service  via  this  route  between 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  Birmingham,  Ala. 

July  9y  Port  Huron^  Mich,^  and  Chicago^  IIL,  R.  P.  0. — The  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  daily  line  of  service  between  the  above-named 
cities  to  provide  necessary  facilities  for  the  transportation  and  distri- 
bution of  the  heavy  mails  to  and  from  Chicago,  HI.,  and  Canada  via 
this  route. 

July  9^  Cleveland  and  Youngstown.^  Ohio^  and  Pittsburg ^  Pa.j  22. P.O.— 
The  establishment  of  a  daily  line  of  40-foot  postal  cars,  the  apartment 
cars  formerly  used  on  this  line  having  become  entirely  inadequate  in 
space  and  office  facilities  for  the  handling  and  storage  of  the  beavy 
mails  dispatched  via  this  route  to  and  from  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  CleTe- 
land,  Ohio. 

July  15^  Pittsburg^  Pa»^  and  Chicago^  IlLj  R,  P.  0. — ^The  establishment 
of  two  daily  lines  of  60-foot  postal  cars  to  supersede  one  line  of  40-foot 
cars,  and  one  line  of  50-foot  cars.  The  railway  post-office  between 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  Chicago,  111.,  is  a  most  important  one,  and  the 
growth  of  the  mails  forwarded  therein  is  both  gradual  and  permanent, 
and  hence  the  increased  space  above  described  was  the  result  of  natural 
conditions. 

July  19 J  Boston,  Mass.^  and  Nashua  and  Keene,  N.  H.j  R.  P.  0.— The 
addition  of  a  new  line  of  service,  thereby  making  this  B.  P.  O.  a  doable 
daily  line. 

July  19j  ChicagOy  IlLy  and  Cedar  Rapids^  lowa^  JB.  P.  0. — ^The  estab- 
lishment of  two  half  lines  of  40-foot  postal  cars.  This  was  done  to 
properly  provide  for  the  west- bound  service  on  this  line.  As  there  was 
no  necessity  for  additional  service,  east-bound  arrangements  were  made 
for  two  half  lines  of  cars. 

July  19j  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Nashville^  Tenn.,  R.  P.  O. — ^The  estab- 
lishment of  a  daily  line  of  postal  cars  00  feet  in  length  to  supersede  a 
line  of  50-foot  cars.  This  route  being  a  part  of  the  principal  railway 
post-office  system  between  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  New  Orleans,  La., the 
natural  increase  in  the  volume  of  mail  transported  between  the  above- 
named  cities  demanded  more  space  for  the  storage  and  distribution  of 
the  same. 

July  20,  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  OaL,  JR.  P.  0. — ^The  estab- 
lishment of  a  daily  line  of  iK)stal  cars  40  feet  in  length.  This  route  is 
a  very  important  Pacific  Coast  line,  and  also  constitutes  a  section  of  tbe 
railway  post  office  system  between  San  Francisro,  Cal.,  and  £1  Paso, 
Tex.,  and  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  which  by  reason  of  a  fast 
railroad  schedule  is  rapidly  developing  one  of  the  chief  railway  post- 
office  trunk  lines  for  the  8x>eedy  transmission  of  the  mails. 
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July  23,  Atlanta,  Oa.,  and  New  OrleanSj  La.^  B,  P.  0. — The  estab- 
lisbment  of  aii  additional  line  of  service  northbound  between  New 
Orleans,  La.,  and  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  also  an  additional  line  south- 
bound between  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  New  OrletEins,  La.  The  greater  por- 
tion of  the  mails  from  New  York,  K.  Y..  and  the  East  for  the  Gulf 
seetion  of  the  country,  which  is  dispatched  via  Washington.  D.  C,  and 
also  the  heavy  mails  from  Oincinnati,  Ohio,  for  the  same  destination, 
are  forwarded  from  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  Montgomery,  Ala.,  respectively, 
via  the  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  New  Orleans,  La.,  E.  P.  O.,  and  hence  it  was 
found  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  greater  space  and  distribution 
facilities  to  handle  expeditiously  the  gradually  increasing  mails,  for- 
warded via  this  route,  between  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and 
New  Orleans,  La. 

July  26^  Chicago,  III.,  Abbottsford,  Wis.,  and  MinneapoliSj  Minn.,  R. 
P.  0. — The  establishment  of  an  additional  daily  line  of  service  by  this 
route  between  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  Neenah,  Wis.,  in  order  to  meet 
the  requirements  for  better  facilities,  etc. 

July  31,  Cheyenne^  Wyo.,  and  Denver,  Colo.,  R.  P.  0. — The  establish- 
ment of  an  additional  daily  line  of  service. 

Augttst  3,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  8t.  LouiSj  Mo.,  B.  P.  0. — The  establish- 
ment of  a  daily  line  of  60-foot  i)ostal  cars,  to  supersede  a  line  of  40  feet 
in  length,  between  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Granite,  III.,  made  necessary 
OQ  account  of  the  heavy  mails  transported  via  this  route  to  and  from 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  and  New  England  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  the  south- 
west 

August  3.  St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  R.  P.  0.— The  eatablish- 
nent  of  a  aaily  line  of  postal  cars  60  feet  in  length,  to  supersede  a  line 
of  40-foot  cars.  The  St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City  K.  P.  O.  is  a  part  of 
the  through  fast-mail  system  to  and  from  New  York  and  the  East  via 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  .the  southwest  section  of  the 
country,  and  naturally  demands  the  best  possible  postal  equipment  as 
to  Dumber  and  size  of  cars,  in  order  to  provide  the  nearest  approach  to 
perfect  facilities  for  the  handling  and  distribution  of  the  large  and 
ii&portant  mails  conveyed  therein. 

August  17,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  8t.  Louis,  Mo.,  R.P.  0. — ^The  establish- 
ment of  a  daily  line  of  postal  cars  60  feet  in  length  in  lieu  of  a  line  of 
^  foot  cars.  This  is  also  a  part  of  the  railway  post-ofDce  system  men- 
tioned in  the  item  next  above,  and  from  time  to  time  requires  increased 
<pace  to  meet  the  demand  consequent  upon  the  constantly  growing 
Quantities  of  mails  handled  therein. 

August  23,  Ishpeming,  Mich.,  and  Chicago,  111.,  R.  P.  0. — ^The  establish- 
itient  of  a  daily  line  of  50-foot  postal  cars.  This  is  a  very  important 
)V)ate  for  the  transmission  and  distribution  of  a  large  and  rapidly 
increasing  mail  to  and  from  Chicago,  111.,  and  the  northeast  section  ot 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  it  is  proper  to  say  here  that  the  improve- 
i&ent  described  in  this  item  should  have  been  provided  considerably. 
before  the  date  mentioned  if  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Depart- 
ment would  have  permitted  the  expenditure. 

August  31,  Chicago,  III.,  and  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  R.  P.  0. — ^The  estab- 
lishment of  a  dally  line  of  60-foot  postals,  to  supersede  a  line  of  50foot 
cars.  The  Ghic^go  and  Minneapolis  E.  P.  O.  is  the  heaviest  railway 
post-office  route  between  the  points  mentioned,  and  also  the  eastern 
division  of  the  through  railway  post-office  system  between  Chicago,  111., 
and  the  extreme  northwest  section  of  the  country,  which,  by  reason  of 
the  rapidly  growing  mails  dispatched  via  this  route,  makes  frequent 
demands  for  improved  equipment  to  properly  acoommodate  and  care  for 
the  same. 
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September  2^  Peoria^  Ilh^  and  Dee  Moines^  lowa^  R.  P.  O. — ^This  is  a 
new  railway  post-office  route  provided  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
service  between  the  points  named. 

September  4,  Oairo^  IlLy  and  Neif  Orleans^  La.j  B.  P.  O. — ^The  establish 
ment  of  a  daily  line  of  50  foot  postal  cars  to  supersede  a  line  of  40foot 
cars  previously  in  use  on  this  line.  The  Cairo  and  New  Orleans  B.  P.  0. 
is  the  southern  division  of  the  through  railway  post-office  line  between 
Chicago,  111.,  and  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  to  furnish  necessary  space  and 
distribution  facilities  for  the  heavy  and  important  mails  between  these 
two  large  commercial  centers  cars  of  increased  dimensions  had  to  be 
provided. 

New  and  improved  railway  poet  office  and  aparimenUoar  service,  October  2S  to  Deember 

SI,  1896, 

MilM. 

New  railway  post-office  car  service 650.28 

Improved  railway  post-office  car  service 764.06 

New  apartment-car  service 8^-60 

Improved  apartment-car  service 1,076.66 

Total 3,8ia62 

1897. 

New  railway  post-office  car  service 3,394.26 

Improved  railway  post-office  car  service  .-. 7, 078.02 

New  apartment-car  service 4,420.61 

Improved  apartment-car  service 4, 006.68 

Total 18,899.82 

Grand  total 22,217.94 

CITY  DISTBIBUTOBS. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  clerks  detailed  from  post-offices  ranning 
on  a  number  of  our  lines  and  engaged  in  the  distribution  of  mail  for 
city  delivery  by  carrier  routes,  stations,  etc.  Inasmuch  as  the  balk  of 
this  work  is  being  performed  by  postal  clerks,  and  has  been  takeu  up 
as  a  part  of  the  regular  Railway  Mail  Service,  it  seems  desirable  that 
the  clerks  now  detailed  from  post-offices  be  transferred  to  the  postal 
clerks'  roll  or  returned  to  their  respective  offices,  and  the  work  now 
performed  by  them  assumed  by  our  regular  force  with  such  increase  as 
may  be  found  absolutely  necessary.  This  will  place  all  the  clerical 
force  engaged  in  the  cars  under  the  supervision  of  one  office  and  pro* 
vent  any  questions  from  arising  as  to  jurisdiction  of  authority.  The 
number  of  clerks  detailed  from  post-offices,  as  above  indicated,  is  60. 
To  take  these  men  upon  our  rolls  will  involve  our  appropriation  for 
clerk  hire  to  the  extent,  I  presume,  of  about  $30,000,  but  I  thiok  we 
can  assume  the  work  without  changing  our  estimates,  provided  the 
postal  clerks  now  doing  service  on  street  car  lines  are  relieved,  as  sag- 
gested  elsewhere  in  this  report. 

There  seems  to  be  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  some  postmasters  to 
urge  the  distribution  on  the  cars  of  mails  for  their  respective  offices  to 
an  unreasonable  and  unnecessary  extent.  It  is  more  economical  to  dis- 
tribute mails  in  a  post  office  than  in  a  postal  car,  and  whenever  it  can 
be  handled  in  the  post-office  without  delay  in  delivery,  it  should  be 
done.  The  original  idea  of  distributing  city  mail  on  the  cars  only  con- 
templated that  that  should  be  done  for  the  largest  offices,  where  the 
amount  of  time  cousnmed  in  preparing  the  mail  for  the  carriers,  after 
its  arrival  at  the  office,  was  so  great  as  to  cause  it  to  miss  one  or  more 
rounds  of  the  carriers.    If,  therefore,  the  suggestion  that  all  of  thedlif 
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diBtribntion  on  the  cars  be  assmned  by  this  office,  I  trust  the  decision 
as  to  when  and  where  this  class  of  work  shall  be  undertaken  shall  also 
rest  in  the  discretion  of  this  office  as  being  the  best  able  to  determine 
whether  the  facilities  and  force  available  will  admit  of  a  compliance 
with  any  requests  for  snch  distribution  and  whether  the  advantage  to 
1>e  gained  in  delivery  will  justify  such  action. 

ELBOTRIO  AND  GABLE  LINES. 

The  distribution  of  mails  on  electric  and  cable  lines  in  cities  has  been 
continued  and  extended  during  the  past  year  with  considerable  success. 
It  is  a  question  in  my  mind,  however,  whether  this  class  of  service  can 
ever  be  made  to  accomplish  what  was  hoped  when  the  system  was  first 
inaugurated.  The  runs  are  as  a  rule  too  short  to  admit  of  the  distri- 
bution of  any  great  quantity  of  mail  either  way.  It  was  hoped  that  on 
outward  trips  from  the  main  office  or  depots  we  would  be  able  to  dis- 
tribute the  mail  for  carriers  so  that  upon  arrival  at  the  several  branch 
offices  the  mail  would  be  arranged  in  such  shape  that  the  carriers  might 
start  immediately  upon  their  runs,  and  that  on  inward  trips  the  mail 
taken  from  branches  or  collectors  might  be  distributed  and  pouched 
to  outgoing  trains,  and  thus  avoid  delay  in  the  main  office.  We  do 
indeed  accomplish  a  great  deal  in  that  direction,  but  lack  of  time,  as 
already  referred  to,  and  lack  of  facilities  on  account  of  the  limited  space 
obtainable,  has  prevented  us  from  accomplishing  all  we  wished  to  do. 
I  am  still  of  the  opinion, however,  that  the  service  is  worth  all  it  costs, 
and  that  it  would  be  a  step  backward  to  abandon  it.  By  arranging  mat- 
ters so  that  collectors  can  connect  with  the  postal  cars  on  stree^car 
lines,  considerable  time  can  be  saved  by  having  the  mail  properly  sorted 
np,  canceled,  and  distributed  in  part  before  arrival  at  the  main  office  or 
r^oad  station.  More  to  this  end  could  be  accomplished,  probably,  if 
what  might  be  strictly  called  the  city  service  were  placed  in  charge  of  the 
postmaster  or  superintendent  of  mails  in  the  post-office  than  if  retained, 
as  at  present,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Eailway  Mail  Service.  It  is 
all  performed  within  the  territory  covered  by  the  delivery  of  the  post- 
office,  and  does  a  class  of  work  for  the  proper  performance  of  which  the 
people  have  always  been  accustomed  to  look  to  the  postmaster.  It  is  so 
closely  in  touch  with  the  collection  and  carrier  service,  and  its  success- 
M  operation  dex)ends  so  much  upon  its  relations  with  these  branches, 
that  in  my  judgment  it  could  accomplish  the  greatest  good  if  placed 
under  the  same  control. 

There  are,  of  course,  a  number  of  electric  lines  throughout  the  coun- 
try which  perform  the  same  service  practically  as  a  regular  railroad 
fine,  running,  as  they  do,  beyond  the  limits  of  any  one  city,  and  supply- 
ing a  number  of  independent  offices.  Such  service  should,  of  course,  be 
controlled  by  the  Eailway  Mail  Service,  but  the  lines  running  entirely 
within  the  limits  of  a  city  can  be  handled  more  harmoniously  and  sat- 
isfactorily, I  think,  through  the  local  office. 

If  this  change  is  made,  these  cars  should,  of  course,  be  manned  by 
clerks  from  the  post-offices  and  not  by  railway  postal  clerks,  as  is  the 
ease  to  a  great  extent  at  present;  and  such  clerks  should  be  taken  up 
on  the  post-office  rolls,  as  an  offset  for  the  post-office  clerks  on  railroad 
lines  working  city  mails,  who  can  be  taken  up  on  the  Eailway  Mail 
Service  rolls,  as  suggested  in  a  preceding  section  of  this  report. 

I  merely  suggest  these  changes  for  your  consideration.  If,  in  your 
judgment,  this  service  should  still  be  controlled  from  this  office,  I  assure 
you  it  will  be  my  constant  effort  to  promote  its  efficiency  and  extend  its 
usefulness. 


508  REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER-OENERAJL 

ADBRESSINa  HAIL  MATTER. 

I  can  not  refrain  from  again  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
greater  care  on  the  part  of  the  public  generally,  and  particularly  the 
business  public,  in  addressing  msol  matter.    It  is  solely  in  their  interast 
that  these  suggestions  are  made.    The  Post-Office  Department  can 
effect  the  delivery  of  mail  matter  in  the  course  of  time  if  the  maQ  is 
simply  addressed  to  the  proper  person  at  the  proper  office,  but  people 
as  a  rule  are  not  content  to  wait  the  slow  course  of  delivery  to  their 
mail  which  such  a  course  would  entail.    They  want  their  letters  as 
soon  as  they  can  possibly  be  delivered,  and  the  Department  is  doing 
everything  in  its  power  to  accomplish  that  end.    It  SMlvises  the  public 
just  how  matter  should  be  addressed  to  bring  about  the  speediest 
delivery,  and  if  its  advice  is  not  followed  the  responsibility  for  sach 
incidental  delay  as  may  be  caused  by  our  clerks  having  to  look  up  the 
information  necessary  to  effect  correct  delivery  will  rest  with  the  writer 
and  not  with  the  Department.    In  last  year's  report  I  dwelt  upon  this 
subject  at  considerable  length,  and  printed  two  circulars,  one  issued  to 
the  public  by  the  superintendent  of  Railway  Mail  Service  at  Chicago, 
111.,  and  the  other  by  the  postmaster  of  that  city.    These  drcolan 
cover  the  subject  so  well  that  I  repeat  them  here,  and  would  suggest 
that  copies  of  one  or  both  of  these  circulars  be  sent  to  the  postmaster 
at  each  of  the  principal  cities  throughout  the  country,  with  instrnc- 
tions  to  have  the  same  printed  and  distributed  by  carriers  to  the 
patrons  of  their  respective  offices.    The  beneficial  effect  of  this  conne 
at  Chicago  justifies  its  trial  in  every  other  large  city. 

The  circulars  read  as  follows: 

To  the  public: 

The  distribntion  of  lettor  maU  to  stations  and  carriers  of  the  Chicago  post^fflM 
T^ill  hereafter  be  performed,  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  railway  post-office  cars. 

To  enable  postal  clerks  to  do  this  ^ork  it  is  imperatively  necessary  that  aU  letUn 
for  persons  residing  within  the  district  tributary  to  the  Chicajg^  post-office shopld  be 
addressed  not  only  to  street  and  number,  but  also  to  the  carrier  route,  if  within  tiie 
limit  of  the  main  office,  and  to  station  wnere  the  party  addressed  is  lerved  by  esoiff 
from  a  station  of  the  Chicago  post-office.    For  examples 


Carrier  65. 


station  O. 


Station  D. 


Carrier  230. 


Bowell,  Hitt,  &,  Co.. 

141  Clark  St., 

Chicago,  lU. 

Mrs.  J.  Russell  Brown, 

151  W.  Sixty-third  street, 

Chicago,  111. 

Loomis  Bread  Co., 

891  W.  Madison  street, 

Chicago,  m. 

Wood,  Coal  A  Co., 

1402  Wabash  avenue, 

Chicago,  m. 


The  pnblic  is  earnestly  requested  to  cooperate  with  the  Railway  Mail  Service  id 
Aecnring  the  prompt  delivery  of  matter  on  arrival  at  Chicago  by  making  the  sddietf 
of  letters  full  and  complete,  as  above  indicated. 

Letters  should  not  be  addressed  to  street  comers,  as  the  four  comers  may  beasrred 
by  four  different  carriers,  and  postal  clerks  can  not  determine  which  of  the  four  womd 
be  the  proper  one  to  mase  the  delivery. 

Carrier  numbers  and  letters  of  stations  can  readily  be  obtained  £rom  yonr  eon^ 
spoudents  in  the  city. 

All  letters  not  addressed  to  street  and  number  are  sent  to  the  main  office  at  Ou* 
eago  for  distribution,  and  this  necessarily  results  in  delay  in  deUvery. 
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rcnlar  was  issaed  on  the  15tli  of  July,  1895,  and  on  the  1st  of 
tie  same  year  the  postmaster  at  Chicago  issaed  a  notice  to  the 
pnbUc  which  read  as  follows: 

lite  the  basinees  of  the  post-office  all  incoming  mail,  with  unimportant 
,  will  hereafter  be  distribnted  on  the  railway  post-offioea  by  clerks  of  the 
ail  Service.  Distribation  of  mail  on  the  railway  poet-officea  directly  to 
ablefl  this  office  to  promptly  deliver  all  incomine  mail.  This  end,  how- 
only  be  attained  by  the  hearty  cooperation  of  toe  business  public.  If 
;  addressed  to  street  and  number  it  can  not  be  distributed  to  carriers  by 
f  postal  clerks.  Hence,  as  a  natural  consequence,  distribution  to  carriers 
and  the  work  left  undone  until  the  mail  reaches  the  Chicago  post- office, 
le  occasioned  by  neglect  to  use  street  and  number  usually  makes  a  differ- 
)  delivery  at  least  in  placing[  the  mail  in  the  bands  of  the  letter  carriers, 
len  are  interested  in  securing  the  immediate  delivery  of  mail  on  its 
^e  city,  and  their  interests  suffer  materially  by  the  uonobservance  of  the 
eiijoins  the  addition  of  street  and  number  to  an  address.  Merchants 
thousands  of  addressed  envelopes  yearly  for  the  use  of  out-of-town 
Very  often  such  envelopes  contain  stamps,  so  desirous  are  the  senders 
)  business.  Such  expense  is  incurred  because  it  is  thought  to  be  a  good 
;.  Many  of  these  envelopes  bear  addresses  like  the  following:  "Chas. 
c,  Chicago,  lU.'' 

DS  of  expediting  the  distribution  of  mail  on  the  railway  post-offices  such 
is  of  comparatively  little  value.  The  postal  clerk  at  Minneapolis,  Indian- 
^maha  handling  snch  a  letter  probably  never  heard  of  Smith  &  Co.  Even 
nation  as  a  leading  house  had  reached  the  postal  clerks  they  would  have  no 
part  of  Chicago  its  business  was  located  in.  Postal  clerks  do  not  learn 
n  to  firms  by  name.  They  learn  it  by  street  and  number  only.  It  is  impos- 
clerk  to  memorize  the  street  number  address  of  every  busineas  house  and 
d  man  in  Chicago.  Neither  can  he  carry  in  his  head  toe  names  of  the  large 
a.  Chicaffo.  He  must  have  street  and  number  on  each  envelope  if  his  work 
vBj  good  results  and  a  saving  of  time  is  to  be  effected.  Therefore,  when  a 
esMd  to  ^'Chas.  Smith  St  Co.,  Chicago,  111.,''  is  nicked  up  by  a  postal  clerk 
n  to  the  pouch  labeled  ''Chicago''  to  await  local  distribution  in  this  office. 
er  hand,  take  the  letter  properly  addressed,  thus ''  Chas.  Smith  &  Co.,  104 
treet,  Chicago,  111."  The  postal  olerk  probably  does  not  know  where  Dear- 
^  is,  and  may  never  have  been  in  Chicago  in  his  life,  but  he  knows  his 
and  throws  the  letter  thus  addressed  to  carrier's  district  No.  36,  section  1, 
The  letter  goes  at  once  to  carrier  36  when  it  arrives  in  Chicago,  and  is 
rithout  delay.  The  other  letter  addressed  merely  "  Chicago''  comes  in  the 
A\  and  takes  its  turn  for  distribution,  remaining  in  the  office  an  hour  or 
the  properly  addressed  letter  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  person 
it  was  intended. 

rery  of  mail  fits  into  the  arrival  of  incoming  mail.  The  mail  distributed 
1  goes  out  at  once  by  carrier.  The  mail  merely  separated  on  the  road  is 
ismbution,  and  has  to  await  the  next  trip  of  the  carrier  before  it  can  be 

ots  ought  to  oonvince  business  men  of  the  absolute  necessity  in  insisting 
se  of  street  and  number  as  part  of  the  address  on  mail  of  every  sort  ana 
Envelopes  printed  in  any  other  way  are  practically  of  no  value,  and  do 
te  the  delivery  of  mail  in  the  least.  It  results,  too,  in  giving  the  outside 
impression  that  the  mere  use  of  the  word  "Chicago"  is  sufficient,  an  error 
» for  most  of  the  confusion  and  delay  to  the  delivery  of  mail, 
imated  that  more  than  60  per  cent  of  the  business  mail  for  Chicago  is 
vrithout  street  and  number.  Under  the  old  system,  by  the^  employment  of 
rks  who  were  compelled  to  memorize  thousands  of  addresses  a  great  deal 
ddressed  mail  was  given  partial  train  distribution.  The  volume  of  busi- 
her  with  the  change  in  the  service,  render  the  continuance  of  this  practice 
.  The  new  service,  by  reason  of  its  wider  ramifications,  will  give  the 
rorld  ffreatly  increased  facilities  in  the  delivery  of  mail  from  out-of-town 
be  bndness  world  will  only  cooperate  to  the  extent  of  addressing  its  mail 
Where  mail  is  not  addressed  by  street  and  number,  this  office  will  not 
to  deliver  it  as  promptly  as  that  which  is  properly  addressed. 

ASSISTANT  SUFEBINTENBENTS. 

ing  the  recommendation  of  last  year  for  the  appointment  of  a 
)f  additional  superintendents  in  lieu  of  the  creation  of  three 
il  divisions  as  contemplated  at  that  time,  eleven  of  sach  officers 
n  appointed  and  detailed  to  the  inspection  of  star  service  in 
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tbe  several  railway  mail  service  divisions,  working  under  the  saper- 
vision  of  the  saperintendents  of  the  several  divisions  to  which  tbey 
are  assigned.  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  Judge  of  the 
value  of  such  an  inspection,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  satisfiEMstory 
results  will  follow  and  fiilly  justify  the  action  taken. 


ESTIMATES  AND  EXPEKDITTJBES. 


RAILWAY  P0ST-OF7ICK  CLERKS. 


The  amount  appropriated  for  salaries  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane 
30, 1897,  was  $7,739,000.  The  amount  expended  was  $7,729,838.39, 
leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $9,161.61. 

The  annual  rate  of  expenditures  for  salaries,  inclusive  of  the  amoant 
set  apart  for  expenses  of  chief  clerks  while  traveling  on  the  bnsinesa 
of  the  Department,  was,  on  July  1, 1897,  $7,790,547,  and  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  is  $8,100,000,  leaving  a 
margin  of  $309,453  for  the  extension  of  service,  additions^  help  onlioes 
where  the  mails  are  increasing  in  quantity,  promotion  of  clerks  who  are 
entitled  to  advancement  under  the  law,  and  for  such  additional  forceof 
postal  clerks  as  may  be  needed  in  the  extension  of  the  system  of  pie- 
paring  mails  in  transit  for  immediate  city  delivery. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  expenditures  and  jper  cent  of 
increase,  by  quarters,  for  the  period  from  October  1, 1895,  to  Jane  30, 
1897: 


Quarter  ended— 


EzpenditoreA. 


Amoanto  of 


perMit 


December  31, 1895.. 

March  31,  18U6 

June  30, 1896 

September  30, 1R96. 
December  31, 1896.. 

March  31. 1897 

June  30, 1897 


$1,844,248.86 
1,809,519.20 
1,881,299.43 
1.911,817.24 
1,934,680.19 
1,938,874.48 
1,947,346.10 


$28,657.41 
25,275.85 
21,780.23 
17,517.81 
22.862.96 
4,194.29 
9,471.62 


LSI 
LI7 
LIS 
Ltt 
LSI 
.B 
.0 


Average. 


LOS 


A  glance  at  this  table  will  show  that  the  per  cent  of  increase  for  (he 
last  two  quarters  was  far  below  the  average.  This  is  accounts  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  appropriation  for  the  last  fiscal  year  was  too  small  (o 
meet  all  the  ordinary  requirements  of  the  service.  Consequently,  in 
order  to  avoid  creating  a  deficiency,  we  were  obliged  to  hold  np  many 
cases,  that  should  have  received  attention,  until  the  appropriation  for 
the  present  fiscal  year  became  available.  These  two  quarters  do  not 
correctly  represent  the  natural  and  normal  growth  of  the  service.  I 
have  deemed  it  advisable,  therefore,  to  use  the  same  per  cent  of  increase 
that  was  used  last  year,  viz,  J. 30,  as  better  indicating  the  actual  neoes- 
sary  increase  of  expenditure  for  each  quarter  of  the  current  year,  and 
the  safest  and  most  accurate  figures  upon  which  to  base  the  estimate 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899.  Upon  this  basis,  taking  the 
annual  cost  of  the  service  July  1, 1897,  as  a  starting  point,  we  estimate 
the  cost  of  the  service  by  quarters  during  the  current  year  to  be  as 
follows : 

Estimate  for  quarter  ending — 

September  30, 1897 $l,97aL68L» 

December  31, 1897 l,O9a306.» 

March  31, 1898 2.024,284.18 

June  80, 1898 2,050,599.87 

Total , 8,045^861.85 
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Assiiming  that  theezpenditare  for  the  quarter  endinfi:  June  30, 1898, 
will  be  $2,050,599.87,  p*'d  applying  the  estimated  quarterly  increase  of 
1.30  per  cent  as  before,  we  have  the  following  as  the  probable  cost  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899: 

EBtimate  for  quarter  ending — 

September  90, 1888 $2,078,257.67 

December  31, 1898 2,103,249.02 

Marcb  31, 1899 2,130.059.26 

June  30, 1899 2,157,750.03 

Estimated  ezpenditore  for  the  fiscal  year  1898-89 8, 467, 315. 98 

I  have  the  honor,  therefore,  to  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $8,467,000 
be  appropriated  for  salaries  of  railway  postal  clerks  for  the  fiscal  year 
euding  June  30, 1899. 

BSTDfATB  FOB  RAILWAY  POST-OFVICS  CABS. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  railway  post-office  car  service  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897,  was  93,400,000;  amount  expended, 
exclusive  of  the  amount  accrued  to  Pacific  roadft  and  branches,  was 
13,360,869.82,  as  reported  by  the  Auditor,  leaving  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  $39,130.18. 

By  adding  to  the  above  expenditure  of  $3,360,869.82  the  amount 
accrued  to  Pacific  roads  (which  is  not  paid  to  the  appropriation),  namely, 
$263,059.80,  we  find  the  total  cost  for  railway  post-office  car  service  for 
the  year  to  have  been  $3,623,929.62.  The  appropriation  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1898  (exclusive  of  subsidized  lines),  is  $3,600,000. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  table  showing  the  growth  of  the  railway  post- 
office  car  service  during  the  period  from  Jidy  1, 1888,  to  June  30, 1897: 


Fboal  year  ended  June  SO— 


U88. 
MB. 

im. 

un. 

un. 

1886. 
U96. 

iai7. 


AjDOIUlt  of 

•ppropri*' 
tioiL 


$1, 034, 500 
2.053,643 
2,260,000 
2,510.000 
2,731,000 
2, 809, 760 
2,041,000 
8,000,000 
3,205,000 
8,400,000 


BxpendituTM. 


Amount. 


$1,822, 
1.901, 
2.207, 
2,450. 
2.605, 
2.796. 
2.921. 
2.058, 
8.134. 
3,800, 


004.87 
006.61 
161.01 
819. 18 
002.76 
689.40 
057.18 
667.01 
992.72 
809.82 


Amount. 


$100,672.46 
168,102.24 
216, 084. 40 
243,668.12 
144, 183. 63 
200,686.64 
126,367.78 
36,600.78 
176,434.81 
226,877.10 


For  cent. 


6.38 
0.22 
10.81 
11.40 
6.88 
7.73 
4.38 
1.23 
6.01 
7.20 


OroM 

MDOUDtl 

omed  to  Pa- 
oiflc  roads. 


$128, 
141, 
241. 
236, 
267, 
252, 
272, 
250, 
261, 
263, 


237.62 
646.50 
405. 76 
237.06 
816.06 
017.24 
000.34 
084.84 
400.96 
060.80 


The  annual  rate  of  cost  for  railway  post-office  car  lines,  exclusive  of 
the  amount  to  be  credited  to  subsidized  Pacific  roads,  on  June  30, 1897, 
was  $3,434,205.06.  Including  lines  authorized  previous  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year,  and  which  have  not  been  put  into  operation  prior  to 
July  1, 1897,  additional  lines  aggregating  $186,138  have  been  author- 
ized up  to  this  date,  October  1, 1897.  For  the  current  fiscal  year  new 
lines  and  the  extension  of  old  ones  involving  an  outlay  of  $323,101  per 
annum  have  been  recommended  by  division  superintendents.  Action 
in  a  large  number  of  these  cases  has  been  deferred  from  year  to  year 
for  the  reason  that  the  appropriations  have  not  been  sufficient  to  admit 
of  their  being  taken  care  of;  consequently  only  those  most  pressing  at 
the  time  were  considered.  With  the  increase  in  the  volume  of  the  mail 
bandied  naturally  comes  a  demand  for  additional  space,  and  the  longer 
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action  is  deferred  the  more  argent  becomes  the  demand,  until  something 
must  be  done  or  the  service  suffers. 

Such  is  the  situation  with  regard  to  most  of  the  cases  now  pending, 
and  after  the  most  careful  consideration  I  find  that  I  can  not  consist- 
ently reduce  the  estimates  of  the  division  superintendents,  which 
amount  to  $323,101,  below  $250,263.  Adding  this  sum  and  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  cars  already  authorized,  $186,138,  to  the  annual  rate  on 
July  1, 1897,  gives  the  amount  considered  necessary  for  the  next  fiaeal 
year,  namely,  $3,870,606.06. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  the  sum  of  $3,870,000 
be  appropriated  for  railway  post-office  car  service  (exclusive  of  lines  on 
subsidized  Pacific  roads)  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899. 

CONCLUSION. 

To  you,  sir,  and  to  the  honorable  Postmaster-General,  I  beg  to  ten- 
der my  congratulations  that  the  year  just  past  has  been  so  free  from 
those  annoying  and  vexatious  questions  which  are  so  apt  to  arise  at 
any  time  in  a  service  of  such  magnitude;  and  to  the  officers  and  em- 
ployees of  the  service  I  beg  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  car« 
and  efficiency  with  which  they  have  performed  all  of  the  duties  allot- 
ted to  them,  and  which  enabled  this  office  to  make  so  satisfactory  a 
report  concerning  the  affairs  of  the  service  during  the  past  year. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jakes  E.  White, 
General  Superintendent 
Hon.  W.  S.  Shallenbeboeb, 

Second  Assistant  Postmaster- OenerdU 


CASUALTHIS,  fiscal  tsar  ended  JUNB  30,  1897. 

189$— July  2, — Leavenwortli  and  MiltonTale  R.  P.  O.,  train  92,  waa  wrecked  ^ 
ipileB  east  of  Wharton,  Kans.,  at  10.45  a.  m.,  on  account  of  bridge  giving  away.  No 
mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  twenty  hours. 

July  i.— Caldwell  and  Fort  Worth  R.  P.  O.,  traUi  2,  was  wrecked  at  Ryan,  Ind.  T., 
by  striking  a  stock  car  which  was  placed  too  near  the  main  track  on  a  siding.  One 
end  of  the  mail  car  was  badly  crusned,  and  water  Ciioler  destroyed.  No  mail  lost, 
but  a  part  of  the  paper  mail  was  damaged  by  being  wet  by  water  from  the  cooler. 
Delayed  two  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

July  2, — Bastrop  and  Natchez  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  near  Yidalia,  Ls.,  ftt 
6.50  a.  m.  The  mail  car  left  the  track  and  was  badly  damaged.  No  mail  lost  or 
damaged  and  clerk  not  hurt.    Delayed  two  hours. 

July  B, — Conroe  and  Navasota  R.  P.  O.,  train  85,  was  derailed  near  NaTMot% 
Tex.,  at  5.05  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car.  Clerk  uninjured.  Delayed  ose 
hour  and  ten  minutes. 

July  4,^De8  Moines  and  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  i,  struck  a  horse  near  AtlanUi> 
Mo.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  ii^jured.    Delayed  forty  minutes. 

July  6, — Ovster  Bay  and  Long  Island  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  26,  ran  into  a  sand  bsnk» 
due  to  a  washout,  at  Laurel  Hfll  Station,  N.  T.,  at  1.10  p.  m.  No  dMuage  to  nai^t 
car,  or  clerk.    Delayed  one  hour. 

July  6, — Bristol  and  Qilly  R.  P.  O..  train  4,  was  derailed  and  wrecked  at  WUd  Cit 
Depot,  Ya.  The  mail  car  was  slightly  damaged.  No  mail  lost  or  destroyed  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours. 

July  7. — Louisville  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  on  bridge  netf 
Mount  Carmel,  111.,  at  1.30  p.  m.  The  rear  trucks  of  the  mail  .and  express  car  were 
torn  off,  but  the  mail  was  not  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  six  hoius. 

July  7. — Way  Cross  and  Montgomery  R.  P.  O.,  train  58,  ran  into  a  washout  8  mil<4 
east  of  Ariosto,  Ala.,  at  11.25  p.  m.  The  mail  car  was  badly  damaged.  No  mail  lost 
or  damaged.    Clerk  M.  E.  Blackburn  was  slightly  injured.    Delaved  fourteen  honrS) 

July  7.— £1  Paso  and  Los  Angeles  R.  P.  O.,  train  20,  waa  derailed  at  Lordsbarg. 
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,  at  12.45  p.  m.y  by  ranTiing  into  an  open  switch.  No  damage  to  mall  or  oar, 
rk  not  injured.    Deluded  forty-five  uiiiintea. 

'. — Boone  and  Dee  Hoinee  R.  r.  O.,  train  4,  was  derailed  at  Granger,  Iowa,  at 
1.  Ko  damage  to  mails,  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  two  hours  and  eight 
i. 

>. — Atlanta  and  New  Orleans  R.  P.  O.,  train  84,  was  wrecked  near  Fairbum, 
»  damage  to  mail,  clerk,  or  car.    Delayed  thre^  hoars. 

i.^Chicago,  Elroy  and  St.  Paul  R.  P.  O.,  train  503,  was  derailed  at  Des 
111.,  at  10.47  p.  m.    No  damage  to  mails,  clerks,  or  cor.    Delayed  one  hoar  and 
g^ht  minntes. 

^.—Chicago  and  West  Liberty  R.  P.  O.,  train  19,  was  derailed  at  Thirty-eighth 
Chicago,  lu.,  at  4.30  p.  m.  Clerks  not  injured  and  mails  not  damaged* 
I  one  Doar  and  thirty-nve  minntes. 

S. — Kansas  City  and  Colorado  Springs  R.  P.  O.,  train  5,  was  derailed  at  Limon 
Colo.,  at  4.%  a.  m.  No  mails  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerk  not  injured.   Delayed 
oars  and  fifteen  minntes. 

'5. — ^Texarkana  and  Whitesboro  R.  P.  O.,  train  31,  was  wrecked  in  the  yards 
«sboro,  Tex.,  by  running  throngh  a  switch.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car, 
*k  not  injured.    Delayed  twenty-five  minntes. 

5.— Denison  and  Smithrille  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  near  Echo,  Tex. 
t>y  tracks  of  tender  jumping  the  track.  Some  few  letters  were  damaged  by 
I  one  of  the  lamps.    Clerk  not  injured. 

'4. — Chicago  and  Cairo  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  at  Mattison,  Ul.,  at  11.55 
To  damage  to  mails  or  clerks.  Delayed  three  honrs  and  twenty-live  minntes. 
8, — Palestine  and  Galveston  R.  P.  O.,  trains  5  and  6,  collided  in  the  yards  at 
le,  Tex.,  caused  b^  a  misplaced  switch.  No  damage  to  mails  or  mail  cars,  and 
ot  injured.  Tram  5  was  delayed  one  hoar  and  forty  minutes,  and  the  trans- 
I  No.  6  to  the  Texarkana  and  Laredo  was  delayed  one  hour  and  ten  minntes. 
'0. — Denver  and  Fort  Worth  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  near  Elizabeth, 
t  3.32  p.  m.,  cansed  by  rear  tracks  of  tender  Jumping  the  track  while  the 
IS  going  around  a  curve.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerk  not  injured. 
[  three  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

t>. — Fort  Worth  and  Brownwood  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  waa  derailed  near  Proctor, 
need  by  someone  placing  a  piece  of  iron  on  the  track.  No  damage  to  mail 
car,  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  seven  hours. 

0, — Kansas  City  and  Siloam  Springs  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  between 
d  Westline,  Mo.,  caused  br  front  track  of  engine  tender  Jnmping  the  track, 
lost  or  damaged,  and  clerk  not  iiigored.    Delayed  forty  minntes. 
X?. — Litchfield  and  Kampsville  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  waa  derailed  3  miles  west 
>llton,  HI.,  at  2.10  p.  m.    ro  damage  to  mails  or  iojory  to  clerk.    Delayed  two 

P7. — Carbondale  and  Cape  Girardeaa  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  waa  wrecked  1  mile 
f  Mobile  and  Ohio  crossing,  near  Marphysboro,  111.,  at  8  a.  m.,  by  going 
a  high  trestle.  Mail  apartment  was  badly  damaged,  but  no  mail  lost  or 
d.  Clerk  Chas.  £.  Hamilton  was  slightly  injured^  Delayed  one  hoar  and 
ve  minutes. 

?. — Kansas  City,  Salina  and  Pneblo  R.  P.  C,  tnua  8,  was  wrecked  about  5 
est  of  Leoti,  Kans.,  at  12.40  a.  m.,  cansed  by  a  washout.  No  mail  lost  or 
d,  and  clerk  not  injured.  The  mail  car  was  badly  wrecked  and  the  mail 
red  to  another  ear.    Delayed  fifteen  boors. 

?. — Chicago  and  EransTille  R.  P.  O.,  train  t,  was  derail^rd  at  Princeton,  Ind., 
>.  m.,  caoaed  by  defeeUve  awitclu  Clerk  not  inj  ored^  and  mails  not  damaged. 
I  one  hour  and  thirty-fiTe  ndnotea. 

S5. — ^Memphis  and  Little  Bock  R.  P.  O.  train  3,  was  wrecked  near  littJa 
Lrk.,  by  mnning  OTer  a  mole.  The  elerk  was  cr>uj»id<erably  braised,  bat 
ibled.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged^  but  the  mail  ear  was  badly  t1nmnlishf<L 
[  fire  hours  and  fifteen  minntes. 

7. — ^New  Orleans  and  Hooaton  B.  P.  C,  train  2f},  was  wrecked  at  BMnasud, 
the  spreading  of  the  rails.  No  dama^^e  to  mail  or  mail  ear,  and  Ag^  j^^l 
>elayed  one  boor  and  foftj-fire  SDinut^ae. 

7. — iBayou  Sara  and  Baton  Eon^e  H.  P.  O.    MnU  iftcamer  Cleofi  stnwk  a  sr.&£ 
lonth  of  Baton  Ronge,  La.,  asd  Mink  is  the  ir 'iax'ls.    >'o  mail  lost «r  aainaii  i" 
naferred  to  a  togboat  and  deiir^^r  laa^e  wjU«  a  d^irlay  of  three  h«ms.     ^^ 
?-~Dwightand Pern* B. P.O..  trajii ^.  wa« ^Ur^iUsdl milesoattief  Oar^pT^i^ 

murs 

-  -Jtac^K  -ii 
md  clerk  Charles  W.Ftef(0B,wh«  was  s4  w<;rk  in  the  oaiv«^al;2:i.i.'  im 


i.52  a.  m.  Clark  not  injored  ziA  maiU  u*A  d3i<i«a««d«  Delajei  tw«  Kn- 
0.— Memphis  and  Littfe  B&ek  B.  F.  O.,  truisi  %.  The  mail  ear  widit  s^ 
ards  St  MCTBphia,TeM^  was  nuu  laut  b  v  a  uaiu  of  can  iftafikiC  ^  &  « v   '.-^ 


(/.— CaffeyrflleaMiUtde&aek'^       Gb^'^*^233,  wsswitc^iiMMcrlu 
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Ark.,  cansed  by  mnnine  over  a  steer.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  and  clerk  not 
ii^ared.    Delayed  one  near  and  twenty-five  minntes. 

AvguBi  t — East  Radford  and  Kenova  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  at  6.45  t.iii., 
near  Bluestone  Junction.  W.  Va.  The  mail  apartment  was  slightly  damaged.  No 
mail  lost  or  damaged  ana  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three  hours. 

August  1, — ^Norton  and  Corbin  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  1  mile  south  of  Gnji, 
Ky.,  at  11.50  p.  m.,  caused  by  running  into  a  tree  that  had  been  blown  across  tba 
track.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.  Apartment  car  slightly 
damaged.    Delayed  six  hours. 

August  i. — Giloian  and  Springfield  R.  P.  O.,  train  501,  collided  with  an  express  tnin 
8  miles  east  of  Clinton,  111.,  at  8.20  a.  m.,  caused  by  mistaken  orders.  Clerk  W.  D. 
Baker  was  fatally  injured,  dyin^  at  5  p.  m.  same  day.  The  mail  car  was  compl^itely 
demolished  and  considerable  mail  was  oadly  damaged  by  water  from  boiler  of  engine. 

August  3, — South  Bound  and  Streater  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  at  Wheatfield, 
Ind.,  at  9.50  a.  m.,  caused  by  broken  axle  on  engine.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and 
clerk  not  ii^ored.    Delayed  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes. 

August  6,  — Monett  and  Paris  R.  P.  O.^  train  1,  was  derailed  in  the  yards  at  Fort  Smitk 
Ark.,  at  2.25  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  iiynred.  Delayed 
three  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

August  5, — Des  Moines  and  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  5,  was  wrecked  at  Glenwood 
Junction,  Mo.,  at  5.05  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  iigorod. 
Delayed  one  hour  and  five  minutes. 

August  5. — Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  at  leva 
Junction  (n.o.)  by  the  spreading  of  rails.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car.  Oeii 
uninjured.    Delayed  two  hours. 

August  6, — Lincoln  and  Billings  R.  P.  O.,  train  42,  was  derailed  9  miles  west  of 
Arvada,  Wyo.,  at  5  p.  m.,  caused  by  engine  striking  a  herd  of  cattle.  No  damiee 
to  mails  and  clerk  not  iivjured.  Postal  car  was  badly  damaged  and  rendered  onnt 
for  further  service. 

August  7. — ^New  Orleans  and  Marshall  R.  P.  O.,  train  54,  was  wrecked  near  ManhjU, 
at  2.10  a.  m.  by  running  over  a  cow.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  two  nours  and  twenty  minutes. 

August  7. — Leavenworth  and  Milton  vale  R.  P.  O.,  train  92,  was  wrecked  at  3.45 
p.  m.  2  miles  from  Leavenworth.  Kans.,  caused  bv  front  trucks  of  box  car  leir- 
ing  the  track.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  forty 
minutes. 

August  11, — Cedar  Rapids  and  Council  Bluffs  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  notf 
Chelsea,  Iowa,  at  2.20  a.  m.,  caused  by  collision  with  a  freight  train.  Clerks  not 
injured  and  mails  not  damaged.    Delaved  three  hours  and  thirty  minutes. 

August  11, — Litchfield  and  Kampsville  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  at  11.30  a.  n. 
near  Reader,  111.,  caused  by  running  into  an  open  switch  and  colliding  with  some 
box  cars  on  siding.    No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  inured.    Delayed  twohooiB. 

August  IS, — San  Francisco,  Mendota  and  Los  Angeles  R.  P.  O.,  train  19,  ran  intoi 
freight  car  which  was  standing  on  the  main  track,  at  6.20  p.  m.,  near  Porta  Costa,  CaL 
No  damage  to  mails  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  only  a  few  minates. 

August  12, — Burlington  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  jumped  the  track  when 
rounding  a  curve  between  Viele  and  Montrose,  Iowa.,  about  8.24  a.  m.  No  mail  k>^ 
or  damaged  and  clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  thirty- five  minutes. 

August  IS, — Great  Bend  and  Scott  R.  P.  O.,  train  355,  collided  with  a  fi^ight  ear, 
which  had  blown  from  side  to  main  track,  about  12.10  a.  m.,  near  Dighton,  Ksos. 
No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours. 

AugusflS, — ^New  York  and  Chicago  R.  P.  O.,  train  44,  was  wrecked  near  Otis,  Ind., 
caused  by  a  washout.  Clerks  A.  D.  Hartman,  S.  Kohn,  and  M.  F.  TorreU  woe 
slightly  injured.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged.  Delayed  five  hours  and  twenty-fov 
minutes. 

August  13, — St.  Louis  and  £1  Dorado  R.  P.  O.,  train  422,  was  wrecked  4^  milss  eaat 
of  Dnquoin,  111.,  at  7.18  jp.  m.,  caused  by  an  open  switch.  No  mails  lost  or  damaged 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three  hours. 

August  IS, — St.  Louis  and  Eldorado  R.  P.  O.,  train  401,  was  wrecked  in  the  yards 
at  Duquoin,  111.,  at  10.48  a.  m.,  by  a  head-end  collision  with  a  loose  engine.  Ko 
mails  lost  or  damaged.  Clerk  John  W.  Nevill  was  slightly  ii^ured  by  jumping  froD 
his  car.    Delayed  two  hours. 

August  /5.— Monett  and  Paris  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  at  Exeter,  Mo.,  l>y 
someone  placing  spikes  on  the  track.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  olerksot 
injured.    Delayed  nine  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

August  14, — Washin^n  and  Hinton  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  at  Ravenivortk 
Va.,  near  Fairfax  Station,  at  11.37  p.  m.,  by  a  misplaced  switch.  The  postal  car  wai 
considerably  damaged,  but  no  mails  lost  or  destroyed.  Clerka  escaped  with  bat 
slight  bruises. 

August  /4.— Ronsee  Point  and  Albany  R.  P.  O.,  train  4^  collided  with  a  freight  train 
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it  Dresden  Station,  N.  Y.,  at  1.25  p.  m.    No  mails  lost  or  damaged  and  olerk  not 
jgnred.    Delayed  one  honr  and  tbirty-fiYe  minutes. 

August  14. — Kansas  City  and  Memphis  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  2^  miles  west 
>f  Joneeboro,  Ark.,  at  2  p.  m.,  caused  by  colliding  with  a  tree  which  had  blown 
usrofls  the  track.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  one 
lonr  and  thirty-liv«  minutes. 

AuffMst  IS. — Grafton  and  Cincinnati  R.  P.  C,  train  1,  collided  with  a  freight  train 
i  haif  mile  east  of  Torch,  12  miles  west  of  Parkersbnrg,  W.  Ya.,  at  3.18  a.  m.  The 
KMtal  car  was  demolished  np  to  the  large  doors.  Clerks  J.  W.  Organ  and  S.  C. 
!^ooper  were  severely  injured  and  W.  W.  wild  slightly.  The  mail  was  badly  dam- 
igea  by  blood,  water,  and  steam.    No  mail  lost. 

AuffHst  16. — Angnsta  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  0.,  train  4,  collided  with  freight  train  left 
m  main  track  at  CoTington,  Oa.  No  damage  to  mail  car,  clerk,  or  mail.  Delayed 
hree  hours. 

AuguMt  18, — Kansas  City  and  Caldwell  R.  P.  0.,  train  4,  collided  with  a  switch 
mgine  in  the  Armstrong,  Kans.,  yards  at  about  8.10  a.  m.  The  postal  car  was  con- 
(iderably  damaged.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerks  not  injured.  Delayed 
ifty  minutes. 

August  18. — Butte  and  Ogden  R.  P.  0.,  train  8,  collided  with  a  freight  train  at  Cache 
function,  Utah,  at  9.25  a.  m.  The  mail  car  was  smashed  at  both  ends,  but  no  mail 
ioet  or  damaged.  Clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  by  wreck  four  hours  and  fifteen 
ninntee. 

August  18. — Ord  and  Grand  Island  R.  P.  O.,  train  82,  was  derailed  at  8.30  a.  m. 
while  switching  on  side  track  at  Glean,  Nebr.  Clerk  not  injured,  and  no  mail  lost 
or  damaged.    Delayed  three  hours  and  eight  minutes. 

August  go. — Davenport  and  Leavenworth  R.  P.  O.,  train  11,  was  wrecked  at  4.10 
a.  m.  one-half  mile  east  of  Drakesville,  Iowa,  caused  by  rear  truck  of  apartment  car 
leaving  the  track.  Apartment  car  was  thrown  from  the  track,  landing  on  its  side  in 
the  ditch.  All  mail  was  thrown  from  the  cases  and  scattered  about  the  car,  and 
more  or  less  damaged  by  oil  from  the  car  lamps  and  water.    Delayed  ten  hours. 

August  ;g&.— Erie,  Butler  and  Pittsburg  R.  P.  O.,  train  20,  coUided  with  Pittsburs 
•nd  Western  R.  R.  train  7,  at  Wittmer  Station,  Pa.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mau 
ear,  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

August  SO. — Detroit,  Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Rapids  K.  P.  O.,  trains  7  and  8,  col- 
lided at  Fowlers ville,  Mich.,  at  8.15  p.  m.  Postal  car  of  train  8  was  damaged  to 
lach  an  extent  that  it  was  cut  out  and  mail  transferred  to  another  oar.  Delayed 
three  hours.  Postal  car  of  train  7  was  damaged  but  was  able  to  continue  through 
on  run.  Delayed  two  hours  and  forty  minutes.  Clerks  not  injured,  and  no  mail 
loBt  or  damaged. 

August  £/.— San  Francisco  and  San  Lnis  Obispo  R.P.O.,  train  6^  was  wrecked  near 
CifttrovUle,  Cal.,  caused  bv  breaking  of  axle  on  tender  of  engine,  which  came  in 
eontact  with  forward  trucks  of  mail  car,  damaging  same  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
necessitate  its  being  cut  out  of  train  and  transferring  mail  to  a  baggage  oar.  Hails 
delayed  one  honr  and  twenty  minutes.    No  iigury  to  clerk  or  damage  to  mails. 

August  t2, — St.  Louis  and  Paducah  R.P.O.,  train  323,  was  wrecked  at  9.56  p.  m.  near 
New  Denison,  111.,  caused  by  colliding  with  a  tree  which  had  fallen  across  track. 
Hail  car  derailed  and  mail  was  transferred  to  a  baggage  car.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged 
•od  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  six  hours. 

August  2S. — Salida  and  Silverton  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  two  miles  west  of 
Snblett  Station,  Colo.,  at  6.10  p.  m.,  caused  by  broken  rail.  The  entire  train  except 
the  engine  was  thrown  from  the  track.  Mails  transferred  to  another  car.  No  damage 
to  maus  except  that  a  few  letters  were  soiled  by  oil  from  the  lamps.  Delayed  six 
hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

August  f^.— Pittsburg  and  Fairmont  R.  P.  O.,  train  51,  was  derailed  at  Uniontown, 
Pft.,  at  5.10  p.  m.  Mail  car  slightly  damaged.  No  mail  lost  or  destroyed,  and  clerk 
not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

August  24. — Pittsburg,  Akron,  and  Chicago  R.  P.  O.,  train  14,  was  delayed  four 
kouiB  at  Valencia,  Pa.,  by  colliding  with  a  flat  oar  loaded  with  tubing.  No  damage 
to  mail  or  clerks. 

August  S5. — ^Little  Rock  and  Alexandria  R.P.O.,  train  221,  left  the  track  at  a  switch 
Dear  the  Union  Depot  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  at  8.45  a.  m.  The  mail  car  was  badly 
<Umaged.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  one  hour  aad 
Wenty-fi^e  minutes. 

August  $6. — Minot  and  Butte  R.P.O.,  train  8,  collided  with  a  oonstruotion  oar  near 
j^ton'  Station  (n.  o.),  N.  DiUc.,  at  8  a.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  fifty-six  minutes. 

August  t9.—%t.  Cloud  and  Willmar  R.P.O.,  train  5,  was  run  into  by  a  freight  train 

U  the  St.  Cloud,  Minn.,  yards  at  8.25  p.  m.    The  mail  car  was  badly  damaged.    No 

nail  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

August  ^.—Albuquerque  and  Los  Angeles  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  in  the 
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yards  at  WilliaaiB,  Ariz.,  at  7  p.  m.,  oaoaed  by  a  misplaced  si?  itch.  The  i^latiorm  of 
the  postal  car  was  slightly  damaged,  bat  there  was  no  iigury  to  the  mails.  Clwk 
not  Injured.    Delayed  seven  hoars. 

August  5i.-— St.  Paul  and  Helena  B.  P.  O.,  train  2,  collided  with  a  train  of  the  Chi- 
cago, St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omi^ia  B.  B.  in  the  yards  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  at  9.50 
p.  m.  The  front  end  of  the  postal  car  was  smashed  in,  bat  no  mails  were  damaged. 
I)elayed  two  hours  and  fifty-five  minntes. 

Sa^tember  i.-^Lios  Angeles  and  San  Bernardino  kite-shaped  B.  P.  O.,  train  42,  was 
derailed  at  Areata,  Cal.,  at  8.10  a.  m.  No  damage  to  maus  or  postal  car,  and  clerk 
not  injured.    Delayed  one  hoar  and  forty-five  minutes. 

September  1. — Ishpeming  and  Chicago  B.  P.  O.,  train  5,  was  wrecked  at  North  Evans- 
ton,  HI.,  at  11.55  a.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  The  engine,  baggage,  mail,  and 
express  cars  left  the  track,  the  mail  car  turninff  over  on  its  side  in  the  ditch.  The 
clerks  were  severely  shaken  up,  but  not  injured.  The  mail  car  was  badly  damaged 
and  the  mail  transferred  to  another  car.  The  mail  was  scattered  and  badly  mu^, 
and  some  slightly  damaged  by  oil  ftom  the  lamps.  Delayed  three  and  one-half 
hours. 

September  £, — ^Portland  and  Bockland  express  train  127.  When  10  miles  BMti  of 
Portland  a  lamp  in  the  baggago  car  exploded,  damaging  four  pouches  of  mail.  Two 
or  three  sacks  of  paper  mail  were  entirely  consumed,  but  no  letter  mail  was  lost  or 
damaged  to  such  an  extent  that  it  ooald  not  be  forwarded  to  destioation. 

September  $, — Mahaffey  and  Cresson  B.  P.  O.,  train  713,  Jamped  the  tracks  at  Wis* 
tersett  Station  at  11.01  a.  m.  No  injury  to  clerk  or  damage  to  mail  or  postal  ear. 
Delayed  six  hours. 

September  S, — St.  Louis  and  Cooncil  BloflEs  B.  P.  O.,  train  5-15,  Jomjied  the  track  tw* 
miles  north  of  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  at  9.50  a.  nt  No  mails  lost  or  damaged,  and  ckrk 
not  injured.    Delayed  twenty  minutes. 

September  5.^Memphis  and  Little  Bock  B.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  derailed  near  Brink- 
ley.  Ark.,  at  10.38  p.  m..  by  striking  a  cow.  No  injury  to  clerk,  mail,  or  mail  oir. 
Delayed  six  hours  and  tnlrty-five  minutes. 

September  5.— Baltimore  and  Pittsburg  B.  P.  O.,  train  10,  was  derailed  near  Ohiopyle, 
Pa.,  at  11.45  p.  m.  No  damage  to  olerlu,  mail,  or  mail  car.  Delayed  ^ve  hoars  aad 
twenty  minutes. 

September  ^1.— New  Orleans  and  Marshall  B.  P.  O.,  train  51,  jumped  the  track  near 
Victoria,  La.,  caused  by  ruuniug  over  a  cow.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and 
clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  forty-five  minutes. 

September  4, — St.  Paul  and  Helena  B.  P.  O.,  train  1,  mail  delayed  four  hoars  aad 
thirty-five  minutes  by  engine  hanling  the  trun  leaving  the  track  and  being  wreoked 
2i  miles  west  of  Dickinson,  Mont.,  at  11.05  a.  m. 

September  5.-^t.  Louis  and  Kansas  City  B.  P.  O..  train  7,  was  wrecked  2  miles  west 
of  Sedalia,  Mo.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerks  not  i^j  ured.  Delayed  two  bous 
and  twenty  minutes. 

September  7. — Norfolk  and  Lynchburg  B. P.O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  at  4.28 p. n. 
near  Bice  Depot,  Ya.  The  steps  on  one  side  of  the  mail  car  were  torn  off.  Ns 
damage  to  clerk  or  mail.    Delayed  one  hour  and  nineteen  minutes. 

September  7.— Cairo  and  GatesviUe  B.  P.  O.,  train  1,  collided  with  train  8  of  tbs 
New  Lewisville  and  Shreveport  B.  P.  O.  in  the  yard  at  New  Lewisville,  Ark.,  demolish- 
ing the  fenders  of  both  trains.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  and  clerk  oniiuuM. 
Delayed  one  hour  and  five  minutee.  * 

September  7.— Kansas  City  and  CofTeyville  B.  P.  O.,  train  1,  collided  with  a  box^ 
near  Selma.  Kans.,  at  11.45  p.  m.  Mail  car  not  damaged  and  no  mail  lost  or  damaiEsd. 
Clerk  uninjured.    Delayed  six  hours  and  thirty  minutes. 

September  «.— Athol  and  Springfield  B.  P.  O.,  train  475,  colUded  with  a  wild  ODgiat 
near  Bed  Bridge,  Mass.,  at  5.15  p.  m.  The  mail  oar  was  somewhat  damaged,  bat  no 
mails  lost  or  damaged.    Clerk  escaped  injury  by  jumping  from  the  car. 

September  ^.—Sheboygan  and  Princeton  B.  P.  O.,  train  400,  was  derailed  near  Fond 
dn  Lao,  Wis.,  at  8.30  a.  m.,  by  running  into  an  open  switch.  No  mail  lost  or  daraaged 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 

September  P.— Kansas  City  and  La  Junta  B.  P.  O.,  train  8,  collided  with  a  way^ 
by  running  into  an  open  switch  in  the  Hutchison  yards.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged, 
and  clerk  not  ix^oied. 

September  d.— Marion  and  Cincinnati  B.  P.  O.,  train  5,  collided  with  a  wild  ^f^ 
near  Enon,  Ohio,  about  12.30  noon.  The  mail  apartment  car  was  badly  damaged 
and  the  clerk  slightly  injured.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged.    Delayed  five  hoars. 

September  i(?.— Buffalo  and  Chicago  Express,  train  41.     When  near  QosheD,lBd.j 
the  express  car,  which  contained  mail  and  express,  was  discovered  to  be  on  firs  sad     , 
the  car  cut  out  at  Goshen,  Ind.    Some  paper  mail,  the  number  of  sacks  it  was  impo*-     ( 
Bible  to  ascertain,  was  destroyed.    Canse  of  fire  not  known.  < 

September  lO.-^ttk  Crosse  and  Woonsooket  B.  P.  0.,  train  22,  collided  with  a  Mf»     [ 
train  near  Lanesboro^ Minn., at  3  p.m.    No  loss  or  damage  ta  tha  mails, and  ^^ 
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'bile  ihrowB  down  »nd  BUgfaU^  injnred  on  the  sido^  wm  not  inwpaoitatod  for  dnty. 
lelayed  six  hoars  snd  forty  minutes. 

September  10. — Wayoross  and  Montgomery  R.  P.  O.,  train  57,  was  wrecked  at  Pinck- 
rd,  Ala.,  at  4.20  a.  m.y  by  running  into  side  track  and  oollidiog  witli  freight  oars, 
o  damaffe  to  clerk,  car,  or  mail.  Delayed  one  hoar  and  a  half. 
AppfeasMr  20, — Hamilton  and  Anaoortes  B.  P.  O.  was  delayed  near  Tenth  street 
spot^  Anaoortes,  Wash.,  at  8.20  a.  m.,  by  toning  of  rail  on  onrve.  No  damage  to 
lail,  clerk,  or  car.    Delayed  one  honr  and  five  minntes. 

Stptember  if  .—Kansas  City  and  Virginia  R.  P.  O.,  train  11.  was  wreeked  2  miles 
let  of  Birminffham,  Kans.,  abont  11  a.  m.  Cause  of  wreck  unknown.  Mail  oar 
Bmolished,  and  clerK,  J.  B.  Scanlon,  slightly  ii\|nred.  Some  mail  was  slightly  dam- 
^6d  by  water,  and  oil  from  the  lamps.  Delayed  eip;ht  hoars  and  forty-fiye  minates. 
September  It, — Boone  and  Des  Moines  R.  P.  O.,  train  S,  was  derailed  2  miles  north  of 
ranger,  Iowa,  at  4.30  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mails,  and  clerk  not  injored.  Delayed 
irty  minntes. 

Septemher  IS. — ^Elroy  and  Winona  R.  P.  O.^  train  2,  was  wrecked  in  the  yards  at 
llroy,  Wis.,  abont  12.50  a.  m.,  by  collidiDff  with  some  freight  cars.  The  enc^ine  was 
MBpletely  wrecked  and  the  forward  end  of  the  mail  car  knocked  in.  The  clerk 
iTed  himself  by  inmpinff  from  the  car.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged. 
September  15. — ^New  Yorl  and  Pittsbarg  R.  P.  O.,  train  10,  was  wrecked  by  colliding 
rith  some  freight  cars  near  Allegrippas  (n.  o.),  Pa.,  at  8.30  p.  m.  The  mail  car  was 
onnderably  dama^[ed.  Clerks  not  i^Jared  and  mails  not  damaged.  Delayed  one 
our  and  twenty  mmates. 

S^temherlS. — Charleston  and  Jacksonville  R.  P.  O. ,  train  78,  ran  into  an  open  switch 
miles  south  of  Wayoross,  Qa.  No  damage  to  clerks,  car,  or  mails.  Delayed  forty 
Qioates. 

Septemher  16. — ^Lakeland  and  Pnnta  Gordo  R.  P.  O.,  train  35,  was  derailed  by  mnninff 
»Ter  a  cow  near  Fort  Meade.  Fla.,  at  9.30  p.m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk 
lot  injored.    Delayed  nine  noors. 

Stptember  17. — Penn  Haren  and  Snnbnry  R.P. O.,  train  1.  collided  with  an  engine 
itMahanoy  City,  Pa.,  at  1.30p.  m.  Clerk  was  considerably  oruised,  but  not  disabled. 
No  mail  lost  or  damaged.    Delayed  forty-five  minutes. 

September  18, — Butte  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  7,  was  wrecked  near  Twelfth  street, 
D^en,  Utah,  by  running  into  falling  timbers  and  telegrai>h  poles,  the  result  of  a 
wind  storm.  The  mail  car  was  sligntly  damaged.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged,  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  eight  l^urs  and  twenty  minutes. 

Septemher  18. — Macon  and  Birmingham  R.P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  nosr  Howard, 
Oft.,  at  5.30  p.  m.,  by  defective  switch.  The  mail  car  turned  over  and  the  mail  was 
waged  by  oil.    Clerk  escaped  with  a  few  bruises.    Delayed  twelve  hours. 

Septemher  19. — ^Augusta  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  O.,  train  28,  collided  with  an  express  train 
«k  Mesena,  Ga.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  eight 

Sepiemher  f^.— Pittsburg  and  Washington  R.  P.  O.,  train  119,  was  derailed  at 
Hradowland,  Pa.,  in  side-tracking.  Cause  of  accident  unknown.  No  damage  to 
mil,  car,  or  clerk.    Delayed  twenty  minutes. 

September  to. — Butte  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  7,  was  wrecked  by  a  head-end  colli- 
iioB  with  Garrison  and  Butte  R.  P.  O.,  train  101,  near  Rocker.  Mont.  Substitute  clerk 
A.fi.  Jooes  was  severely  injured.  Postal  oar  was  slightly  aamaged,  but  mails  were 
notii^ured.    Delayed  two  hours  and  thirty  minutes. 

S^tember  tO. — Chattanooga  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  O.,  train  8,  was  wrecked  at  6  a.  m.. 
Mir  Hiram,  Ga.,  by  flange  on  front  truck  of  mail  car  breaking.  No  damage  to  mail 
Kod  clerk  not  ii^ured.    Delayed  four  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

Semtember  tl. — ^Tracy  and  Pierre  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  by  a  collision  with 
^  M6oaM»tive  of  another  train  in  the  yards  at  Brookings,  S.  Dak.,  at  7.30  p.  m.  The 
'^SK^*  0^^  o^  the  mail  apartment  car  was  telescoped  for  abont  6  reet.  No  mail  lost 
K  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  eight  hours  and  iifty  minutes. 

September  tl. — Leavenworth  and  Miltonvale  R.  P.  O.,  train  92,  was  wrecked  about 
l^a  mUe  west  of  Blaine,  Kans.,  at  10.25  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and 
^rk  not  ii^nred.    Delayed  four  hours. 

September  tl. — ^Mackinaw  and  Detroit  R.  P.O.,  train  202,  was  derailed  near  Gray- 
'isg,  Mieh.,  abont  1.40  a.  m.  The  mail  car  was  thrown  from  the  track  and  a  portion 
>f  ue  letter  mail  thrown  fN>m  the  cases  and  slightly  damaged  by  oil  from  the  lamps. 
^«rk  uninjured. 

September  tt. — Chicago,  Decatur  and  Qnincy  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  derailed  between 
(•ands  and  Mount  Sterling, 111.,  at  8.40  p.m.,  caused  by  train  striking  a  drove  of 
>ttle.  Mail  car  left  the  track.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injnred. 
September  tt. — Wheeling  and  Kenova  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  at  Bens  Run, 
^.  va.,  1^  1.25  p.  m.;  canse  unknown.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not 
ijored.  Delayed  two  hours  and  fifteen  minntes. 
9tpUmber  J!9.— Cuba  and  Salmn  R.  P.  O.,  train  63,  was  wreoked  half  a  mile  north  of 
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Avery  Station,  »t  8.S0  a.  m.,  on  aooonnt  of  broken  rail.    No  damage  to  mail,  mail  car, 
or  clerk.    Delayed  a  few  minntes. 

September  f^.---Chicago,  Elroy  and  St.  Paul  R.  P.  0.,traln  2,  was  derailed  at  WilBon, 
Wis.,  at  8.21  p.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injnred.  Delayed  fbtty- 
BCYcn  minntes. 

September  t4, — Galesbnrg  and  Havana  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  at  8.25  p.m., 
between  Onba  and  Fiatt,  111.  The  clerk  jumped  and  escaped  injury.  No  danisg«  to 
the  mail. 

September  96, — Chicago,  Bnrean  and  Peoria  R.  P.  O.,  train  903,  ran  into  an  open  switch 
in  the  yards  at  Peoria,  ill.,  at  7  a.  m.,  and  collided  with  a  freight  car.  No  daniAge  to 
mails  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  fifteen  minutes. 

September  £5, — ^Milwaukee  and  Mineral  Point  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  derailed  at  Wso- 
kesha,  Wis.,  at  6.S0  p.  m.  No  mail  damaged,  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
forty -five  minutes. 

S^teniber  26, — Denison  and  Houston  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  near  Benehley, 
Tex.,  at  1.06  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
one  hour  and  five  minutes. 

September  $6, — Soranton  and  Northumberland  R.  P.  O..  train  8.  The  door  frame  of 
the  mail  apartment  car  causht  fire  from  the  sparks  of  tne  engine  between  Kiogitoo 
and  Wyoming,  Pa.,  about  8.15  p.  m.  A  large  hole  was  burned  in  the  door  moB, 
but  the  fire  was  discovered  in  time  to  avoid  any  serious  damage. 

September  $6, — Texarkana  and  £1  Paso  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  derailed  near  Olade- 
water,  Tex.,  by  running  over  a  cow.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  six  hours. 

September  B8. — Kansas  City  and  Siloam  Springs  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked 
about  7.15  a.  m.  iust  after  leaTing  Siloam  Springs.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  ear, 
and  clerk  not  iijnred.    Delayed  two  hours  and  forty-five  minutes« 

September  SO.^lHew  York  and  Pittsburg  R.  P.  O.,  train  10,  was  wrecked  by  rnn- 
ning  into  the  railroad  station,  which  had  been  blown  by  the  cyclone  across  the  track, 
at  Steelton,  Pa.,  at  1.15  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  and  olerk  not  ii^ured.  Delayed 
eight  hours. 

October  1, — Kansas  City  and  Ash  Qrove  R.  P.  O.,  train  106,  was  wrecked  aboot 
7.40  p.  m.  by  strikinjK  a  steer  upon  the  track.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours  and  fifty-two  minutes. 

October  1. — ^Texarkana  and  Laredo  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  derailed  near  Wetmore, 
Tex.,  at  9.40  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
forty  minutes. 

October  2. — Texarkana  and  Laredo  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  near  McNeil,  Tex., 
at  12.45  a.  m*  by  the  breaking  of  an  axle.  No  damage  to  mail,  mail  car,  or  clerk. 
Delayed  six  hours. 

October  2, — Peoria  and  Evansville  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  ran  into  an  open  switch  near 
Olney,  111.,  at  8.25  p.  m.,  and  collided  with  a  switch  engine.  Forward  end  of  apart- 
ment oar  was  omsned,  but  clerk  was  not  injured  and  mails  not  damaged.  Delayed 
fifty  minutes. 

October  2. — Boundary  Line  and  St.  Paul  R.  P.  O.,  train  9,  collided  with  some  derailed 
freight  cars  3  miles  west  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  about  5.30  p.  m.  The  comer  of  the 
mail  car  was  smashed  and  the  glass  on  one  side  of  the  car  broken.  Clerk  £.  A  KliBg 
was  slightly  bruised.  Some  few  pieces  of  mail  were  soiled  and  wet  by  water  fron 
the  engine  tank.    Delayed  four  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

October  5.— Wichita  Falls  and  Dallas  R.  P.  O.,  train  18,  was  derailed  near  Kooobij 
Tex.,  at  6.20  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar,  and  clerk  uniojnred.  Delayed 
four  hours  ana  thirty  minutes. 

October  4, — Chicago,  Abbotsford  and  Minneapolis  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  delayed 
twenty-seven  minutes  by  colliding  with  the  rear  end  of  a  suburban  train  at  ThatoH 
ers  Park,  111.,  about  10.19  p.  m. 

Odober  4. ^Kansas  City  and  Li^unta  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  near  the  depot 
at  Peterson,  Kans.,  about  5  a.  m.,  due  to  the  boiler  of  the  engine  exploding.  The 
postal  car  Jumped  the  track,  ran  about  50  feet,  torned  over  on  ito  side,  and  was  badly 
wrecked.  Clerk  H.  S.  Foster  was  severely  injured  and  R.  O.  Maffee  slightly.  No 
mail  lost,  but  some  was  damaged  by  oil  and  water.    Delayed  nine  hours. 

October  6, — St.  Paul  and  Helena  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  in  the  railroad  yards 
at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  about  3.85  p.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerks  net 
injured.    Delayed  three  hours  and  forty -one  minntes. 

October  5.— Boston  and  Cape  Cod  R.  P.  O.,  train  623,  collided  with  a  freight  train 
near  Brain  tree,  Mass.,  at  7.25  a.  m.  The  mail  car  was  somewhat  damaged,  hot  no 
danmge  to  clerks  or  mails.    Delayed  three  and  a  half  hours. 

October  6, — Wynne  and  Helena  K.  P.  O.,  train  101,  was  wrecked  near  Caldwell,  Ari^M 
bv  the  breaking  of  an  axle  under  the  engine.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar,  and 
olerk  not  ii^ur^.    Delayed  two  hours  and  fifty  minutes. 

October  tf.— Ohioago,  Elroy  and  St.  Paul  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  delayed  four  bom* 
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ind  five  minutee  by  the  breaking  down  of  the  engine  near  Afton,  Wis.,  at  6  a.  m., 
and  again  after  leaving  Caledonia.    No  damage  to  clerks  or  mail  car. 

October  7.— St  Paal  and  Minot  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  delayed  fifty  minutes  between 
Emerando  and  Ojecto,  N.  Dak.,  at  1.10  a.  m.,  by  derailment  of  the  engine.  No 
damage  to  clerks  or  mail. 

October  7. — Chicago  and  West  Liberty  R.  P.  O.,  train  i,  was  derailed  near  Minooka, 
ru.,  at  5  a.  m.y  caused  by  the  engine  leaving  the  track.  Clerks  not  injured  and  no 
damage  to  the  mails.    Delayed  three  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

October  7. — Kansas  City  and  Lsgunta  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  ran  into  a  wreck  cansed  by 
the  rear-end  collision  of  express  train  8  with  express  train  30,  and  was  then  mu 
into  by  another  freight  train.  No  mails  lost  or  damaged  and  clerks  not  injured. 
Delayed  three  hours  and  thirty  minutes. 

October  8, — St.  Loais  and  Bnrrton  R.  P.  C,  train  102,  ran  into  a  Missouri  Pacific 
freight  train  at  the  crossing  at  Neodesha,  Kans.,  at  2.10  a.  m.  No  mails  lost  or  dam- 
aged and  elerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes. 

October  8, — Caledonia  and  Springvalley  R.  P.  O.,  train  419,  was  derailed  while 
switching  in  the  yards  at  Caledonia,  111.,  at  3.25  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 

October  8. — Houston  and  Eagle  Pass  R.  P.  O.,  train  19,  was  derailed  near  Idlewild, 
Tex.,  at  11.55  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
twenty  minutes. 

October  12. — Topeka  and  Mahatta  R.  P.  O.,  train  154,  was  wrecked  at  5  p.  m.  about 
2^  miles  east  of  Eskridge.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
twelve  hours. 

October  IS. — Atlanta  and  Birmingham  R.  P.  O.,  train  38,  collided  with  an  incoming 
freight  train  in  the  yards  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  at  6.05  a.  m.  Clerk  B.  L.  Williams 
was  severely  injured.  A  small  amount  of  paper  mail  was  damaged  by  water,  but 
none  lost.    Delayed  two  hours. 

October  It. — Garretson  and  Yankton  R.  P.  O.,  train  62,  collided  with  a  freight  oar 
near  Irene,  S.  Dak.,  at  6.59  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  lour  hours  and  two  minutes. 

October  12. — New  York  and  Point  Pleasant  R.  P.  O.,  train  317,  was  delayed  fourteen 
minot^s  by  collidin|^  with  a  passenger  train  in  Jersey  City  yard  at  4.14  p.  m.  No 
damage  to  mails  or  injury  to  clerks. 

October  12. — Cazadero  and  San  Francisco  R.  P.  O.,  train  5,  was  wrecked  by  the 
breaking  of  an  axle  on  the  forward  truck  of  the  mail  car  at  Hamlet  (n.  o.),  Cal.,  at 
10.30  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured.  Run  completed  in  baggage 
car.    Delayed  one  hour  and  a  half. 

October  12.— St.  Louis  and  Council  Bluffs  R.  P.  O.,  train  15,  was  wrecked  at  5.45 
a.  m.  near  McFall,  Mo.,  caused  by  broken  rail.  No  damage  to  mail  and  clerks  not 
injured.    Delayed  six  hours  and  thirty  minutes. 

October  IS. — Nashville  and  Tracy  R.  P.  O.,  train  124,  was  delayed  two  hours  and 
thirty-five  minutes  by  running  over  a  cow  near  Monteagle,  Tenn.  Mail  apartment 
car  not  damaged. 

October  14, — St.  Lonis  and  Texarkana  R.  P.  O..  train  55,  was  delayed  seven  hours 
near  Newport,  Ark.,  by  the  breaking  of  the  tender  trucks,  at  5  a.  m.  No  damage  to 
mail  or  mail  car  and  clerks  not  injured. 

October  14. — Columbia  and  Jacksonville  R.  P.  O.,  trains  35  and  36,  collided  about 
22  miles  south  of  Columbia,  S.  C,  at  3.15  a.  m.  Mail  cars  on  both  trains  were  totally 
wrecked.  Car  on  train  35  was  completely  consumed,  together  with  entire  mail,  by 
fire.  Clerk  L.  A.  Thomas  was  burned  in  the  wreck,  only  a  few  charred  bones  being 
recovered.  The  baggage  master,  in  the  baggage  apartment,  shared  the  same  fate. 
It  being  impossible  to  identify  whether  the  remains  recovered  were  those  of  Clerk 
Thomas  or  the  bagia^a^e  master ;  they  were  buried  in  the  same  grave.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  fire  originated  from  the  lamps  or  the  stoves,  but  presumably  from  the 
former.  Clerk  D.  F.  James  was  severely  ii^jured.  All  mail  on  train  36  was  recovered 
with  bnt  slight  damage  from  water 

October  14. — Omaha  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  held  up  by  robbers  at  1.45 
I.  m.  near  Uinta,  Utah.    Four  registered  pouches  were  rifled. 

October  15. — Temple  and  San  Angelo  R.  P.  O.,  train  41,  was  derailed  near  Copperas, 
Tex.,  at  11.23  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  and  cleik  not  injured.  Delayed 
eight  hoars  and  fifteen  minutes. 

October  15. — Kansas  City  and  Wellington  R.  P.  O.,  train  204,  was  wrecked  at  11.08 
p.m.  at  Moline,  Kans.,  on  account  switch  being  left  open.  No  damage  to  mail  oar  or 
ihsil.    Clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  fonr  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

October  15. — Topeka  and  Fort  Scott  R.  P.  O.,  train  285,  was  wrecked  near  Richland, 
Kaos.,  at  9.15  a.  m.,  cansed  by  freight  car  jumping  the  track.  No  mails  lost  or 
damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  seven  hours. 

October  iJ.— Champaign  and  Decatur  R.  P.  O.,  train  701,  was  derailed  at  Oreana, 
XlL,  at  9.45  a.  m.,  caused  by  defective  switch.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not 
Injured.    Delayed  three  hoars. 
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October  15, — St.  Louis  and  Texarkana  R.  P.  O.,  train  63,  was  wrecked  near  Gifford. 
Ark.,  at  4.15  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  iigared.  Delayed 
seven  hoars  and  twenty  minutes. 

October  15, — Bennington  and  Chatham  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  near  Peteia- 
bnrg  Junction.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car.    Delayed  five  hours. 

October  16. — Bennington  and  Chatham  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  derailed  at  Petersboiv 
Junction  at  6.30  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  and  clerk  not  iiguref 
Delayed  three  hours. 

October  16, — Conroe  and  Navasota  R.  P.  O*.  train  36,  was  wrecked  near  Tarboro, 
Texi  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  iig  cured.  Delayed  two  hours  and 
thirty  minutes. 

October  16, — Conway  Springs  and  Lamed  R.  P.  O.,  train  492,  waa  wrecked  about 
2.60  p.  m.  at  Norwich,  Kans.    No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured. 

October  17. — Salida  and  Ouray  R.  P.  U.,  train  367.  was  derailed,  about  3.10  p.  m., 
near  Ridway,  Colo.,  by  striking  a  cow.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerks  not 
injured.    Delayed  six  and  one-half  hours. 

October  SO,— hi,  Paul  and  Minot  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  delayed  four  honra  and  thirty 
minutes  by  engine  jumping  the  track  near  Larimore,  N.  Dalk.,  about  10  a.  m. 

October  j?(7.— Kansas  City  and  Memphis  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  at  7  p.  m.^ 
about  6  miles  from  Springfield.  The  end  of  the  mail  car  was  knocked  out.  Cleric 
S.  H.  Randolph  was  bruised  but  not  disabled.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged.  Delayed 
five  hours. 

October  21, — St.  Louis  and  Burrton  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  while  being  switched  in  tbe 
y^ards  at  Monett,  Mo.,  was  run  into  by  another  car,  and  Clerk  A.  B.  Haefeli  seTerdj 
injured.    Delayed  forty-five  minutes. 

October  22, — St.  Louis  and  Burrton  R.  P.  O.,  train  106,  ran  into  a  freight  train  netr 
Beaumont,  Kans.,  at  2  p.  m.,  and  was  badly  wrecked.  Postal  car  nad  the  end 
knocked  in,  trucks  torn  from  under  storage  end,  anti  was  otherwise  damaged.  No 
mail  lost  or  damaged.  The  clerk  was  thrown  to  the  floor,  badly  shaken  np,  bat  not 
disabled.    Delayed  ten  hours. 

October  23, — St.  Louis,  Louisiana  and  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  48,  was  delayed 
one  hour  and  thirty  minutes  by  being  held  up,  about  6  p.  m.,  between  Selma  ud 
Independence,  Mo.    The  robbers  did  not  molest  the  mail  car. 

October  23, — Helena  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  trains  2  and  6,  were  derailed  near  Eddy, 
Mont.,  at  7.15  p.  m.  Clerk  in  charge  considerably  shaken  up,  but  not  disabled.  Mo 
mail  lost  or  damaged.    Delayed  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes. 

October 24, — Houston  and  £1  Paso  R. P.O.,  train  20, collided  with  a  special  netf 
Alpine,  Tex.,  at  8.30  a.m.  Mail  car  badly  damaged,  but  clerk  not  hurt.  No  mill 
lost  or  damaged.    Delayed  ten  hours. 

October  25. — Kansas  City  and  Arkansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  114,  collided  with  a  freight 
train  2  miles  north  of  Ar Kansas  City,  at  6.08  a.  m.  The  postal  car  was  disabled,  bat 
no  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  five  hours. 

October  25. — Peoria  and  Evansville  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  between  Coles  sad 
Mattoon,  111.,  at  12.16  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  cot 
hour  and  fifty  minutes. 

October  fd.— Scottsville  ikud  Gallatin  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  at  9.16  a.  m.D6tr 
Westmoreland,  Tenn.  The  mail  car  was  badly  damaged.  No  mail  damaged  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Mail  delayed  one  day. 

October  26. — Denison  and  Houston  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  near  Courtney, 
Tex.,  at  11.25  a.  m.  The  mail  car  was  badly  damaged.  The  mail  was  scattered  bat 
none  lost  or  damHged.    Clerks  unhurt.    Delayed  eight  hours. 

October  f 7.— Wellington  and  Panhandle  R.  P.  O.,  train  203,  was  derailed  nesr  Big- 
gins, Tox.,  by  running  into  a  herd  of  cattle.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  sad 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  four  hours. 

October  27, — £1  Paso  and  Los  Angeles  R.  P.  O.,  train  20,  was  wrecked  6  miles  east  of 
Maricopa,  Ariz.,  at  6.20  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  i^jond. 
Delayed  seven  hours. 

October  27. — Cairo  and  New  Orleans  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  at  6.28  a.  ia,M 
running  into  the  rear  end  of  a  freight  train  near  Tangipahoa,  La.  No  damage  to 
mail  or  mail  car.    Clerk  S.  L.  Collins  was  severoly  injured.    Delayed  six  honra. 

October  ^<if.— Spokane  and  Coulee  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  14,  was  wrecked  2  miles  eiit 
of  Mondovi,  Wash.,  at  10.20  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  clerk,  or  car.  Delayed  thn* 
honrs. 

October  59.— Buffalo  and  Pittabnrg  R.  P.  O.,  train  3.  was  wrecked  at  8.90  a.  m.^ 
between  Glyndon  and  Spartansburg,  Pa.,  caused  by  striking  a  cow,  leaving  the  tiaek 
and  running  into  some  freight  cars.  No  injury  to  mails  or  clerks.  Apartment  oir 
slightly  damaged.    Delayed  eight  hours. 

October  30.— St,  Louis  and  Sedalia  R.  P.  O.,  train  No.  2,  ran  Into  an  open  switch ai 
Sweeney,  Mo.,  at  9.36  a.  m.,  and  c  Hided  with  a  work  train.  No  mail  lost  or  dam- 
aged and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three  hours. 
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(hteher  5/.— Lineoln  ftod  ICAnhattAU  R.  P.  O.,  train  45,  jumped  the  track  2  miles 
north  of  Bine  Bapids,  Kane.,  about  11  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  and 
eJerk  not  injured.    Delayed  six  boars  and  thirty  minutes. 

Odaher  SI.— St,  Louis,  Moberly  and  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  11,  Jnmped  the 
track  at  Moberly,  Mo.,  at  10  p.  m.    No  damage  of  any  kind. 

Nm^MWih^r  i. — St.  Paul  and  MInot  R.  P.  O.,  train  8,  was  derailed  near  the  Union 
depot  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  at  6.44  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  or  olerlu.  Delayed 
fifty-three  minutes. 

N69€mbet  $. — ^Toledo  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  at  New  Haven, 
Ind.,  at  S.46  p.  m.,  oanaed  by  a  misplaced  switch.  The  newsiMper  car,  which  is  used 
as  a  regular  postal  on  this  train,  was  completely  demolished.  Some  of  the  mail  was 
damaged  by  oil  and  dirt.  Clerk  O.  £.  SuliiTan  and  substitute  clerk  J.  K.  Ray  were 
slightly  injured. 

November  5. — San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles  R.  P.  O.,  train  20,  collided  with  an 
engine  at  Mojave,  Cal.,  at  2.30  a.  m.,  damaging  the  ftont  end  of  the  mail  car.  The 
lettera  were  all  thrown  from  the  cases,  and  one  package  of  letters  saturated  with  oil 
from  broken  lamps.    Clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  forty-five  minutes. 

Norember  4, — Monett  and  Paris  K.  P.  O. :  Clerk  Edwin  O.  Bryau,  in  attempting  to 
make  catch  at  Staunton,  Ark.,  about  10.15  a.  m.,wiis  struck  on  the  head  by  some 
object,  supposed  to  have  been  the  look  from  the  pooch,  and  severely  injured. 

N0vemker  4. — ^Jamestown  and  Oakes  R.  P.  O.,  train  122,  was  derailed  by  snow  at 
Yallej  Jonction  (n.o.),  N.  Dak.,  at  1.43 p.m.  No  damage  to  clerk  and  no  serious 
damage  to  mail  car.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged.    Delayed  fifty- two  minutes. 

November  ^.— Topeka  and  Fort  Scott  R.  P.  O.,  train  286,  was  derailed  about  10.20 
a  m.,  in  the  Oamett,  Kans.,  yards,  on  account  of  defective  firog.  No  mail  lost  or 
damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 

November  5, — Chicago  and  Minneapolis  R.  P.  O.,  train  22,  collided  with  a  switch 
engine  in  the  Western  avenue  yards  near  Chicago,  111.,  at  1.10  p.  m.  The  mail  car 
was  disabled  and  withdrawn  ftom  service.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerlu  not 
iigored. 

November  6, — Middleton  and  Pontotoc  R.  P.  O.,  train  2.  was  wrecked  at  New  Albany, 
Hiss.,  at  3.90  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car.  Clerk  received  painful  bruises, 
but  was  not  disabled. 

Norember  €, — Ashfork  and  PhoBniz  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  15  miles  south  of 
Ashfork,  Arts.,  at  8  05  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk  not  injured. 
Delayed  six  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

Noremher  6» — Chicago  and  Lake  Geneva  R.  P.  O.,  train  180.  was  derailed  at  Carpen- 
tenville,  HI.,  at  8.25  a.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  Mails  thrown  ttom.  cases,  but 
not  ii^nred.    Delayed  one  hour  and  thirty  minutes. 

Nezember  6. — Denver  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  1.  collided  with  a  stock  train  in 
Tennessee  Pass  Tunnel  at  7.80  p.  m.  The  front  end  of  mail  car  was  telescoped  by 
engine  tank,  and  rear  end  by  balggage  car.  Clerk  C.  £.  Wiley  received  several  severe 
brniaeay  but  was  not  disabled.  About  two  hundred  letters  were  damaged.  Delayed 
seven  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

Nerember  6, — St.  Panl  and  Helena  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  collided  with  a  hand  car  between 
Bel  field  and  Medora,  N.  Dak.,  about  9.45  a.  m.  Mail  car  slightly  damaged.  No  mail 
lost  or  damaged,  and  clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  fifty-five  minutes. 

Norember  7.— St.  Louis  and  Council  Blufis  R.  P.  O.,  train  14-4,  was  derailed  at  Whit- 
toDy  Mo.y  at  10.35  t>.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerk  not  ix^ured.  Delayed 
one  hour  and  a  half. 

November  7. — ^Wiikesbarre  and  Pottsville  R.  P.  O.,  train  441,  ran  off  the  tracks  at 
Locust  Jnnotion  (n.o.),  Pa.  No  damage  to  mail,  car, or  clerk.  Delayed  one  hour 
and  a  half. 

Novee^ber  7. — ^Meridian  and  Shreveport  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  5  miles  west 
of  Jaekson,  Mias.,  at  5.25  p.  m.,  by  running  into  an  open  switch.  No  damage  to  mail 
or  elerk.    Delayed  four  hours  and  a  half. 

November  7. — Rocky  Mount  and  Danville  R.  P.  O.,  train  417,  was  derailed  and 
wrecked  6  miles  east  of  Rooky  Mount,  Va.,  at  4.25  a.m.,  caused  by  a  broken  rail. 
Tlie  apartment  oar  was  thrown  f^om  the  track  down  an  embankment,  turning  com- 
pletely over,  took  fire  from  the  stove,  and  wasentirely  destroyed.  A  few  loose  letters 
and  a  small  amount  of  paper  mail  was  destroyed.  Clerk  B.  R.  Powell  was  slightly 
injured. 

November  8. — Havre  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  badly  wrecked  by  running 
into  a  rock  slide  near  Bonners  Ferry,  Idaho,  at  1.15  p.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged, 
and  clerk  not  iinured.    Delayed  eight  hours. 

iTovem^sr  P. — Danville  and  Shelbvville  R.  P.  O.,  train  71,  was  derailed  between 
Danville  and  Danville  Junction,  111.,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No 
daauige  to  mails,  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

Nowmber  9. — Pulaski  City  and  Monarat  R.  P.  O.,  train  36,  was  wrecked  by  running 
into  tho  rs«r  end  of  a  freight  train  near  Del  ton,  Va  ,  at  3.20  p.  m.  Mail  apartment 
ili^tly  damaged,  but  no  mail  lost  or  damaged,  and  clerk  not  severely  injured. 


522  REPORT  OF  THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

November  10. — Helena  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  at  10.45  a.  m..  by 
running  into  a  rook  slide.  The  mail  oar  waa  thrown  oyer  on  its  aide  and  diaabled. 
Some  mail  waa  slightly  wet  by  water  from  the  water  tank,  bnt  none  lost  or  serioosly 
damaged.  Clerk  waa  yiolently  shaken  np,  bnt  not  disabled.  Delayed  eighteen 
honrs. 

November  10, — Omaha  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  at  Roecoe  Siding, 
Wyo.,  at  1.10  a.  m.,  caused  by  a  broken  rail.  Clerks  not  injured,  and  no  damage  to 
mails.    Delayed  two  hoars. 

November  11, — Park  Rapids  and  Sank  Center  R.  P.  O.,  train  80,  was  delayed  one 
hoar  and  fifteen  minutes  at  Long  Prairie,  Minn.,  by  one  of  the  oars  of  the  train  leav- 
ing the  track.    No  damage  to  mail  or  iniury  to  clerk. 

I^ovember  1;?.— Denison  and  Hillsboro  R.  P.  O.,  train  34,  was  derailed  near  Rowlett, 
Tex.,  at  10.48  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  ii^ared.  Delayed 
one  hour  and  forty  minutes. 

November  It, — Plymouth  and  Rocky  Mount  R.  P.  O.,  train  05,  was  derailed  one-half 
mile  west  of  Everetts,  N.  C,  at  8.45  a.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No  damage  to 
mails  and  clerk  not  iigured. 

November  It, — Atlanta  and  New  Orleans  R.  P.  O.,  train  37,  was  wrecked  6  miles 
south  of  Montgomery,  Ala.,  about  10  p.  m.  Postal  car  left  the  traok.  No  mail  lost 
or  damaeed.    Clerk  Joseph  Hughes  was  seYereljr  iqjured.    Delayed  twelve  hours. 

November  14, — Havre  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  by  colliding  with 
a  freight  car  near  Kipp,  Mont.,  at  1.50  a.  m.  The  mail  car  was  disabled  and  cut  oat 
of  train.    Clerk  not  injured  and  mail  not  damaged.    Delayed  sixteen  hours. 

November  16, — ^New  Orleans  and  Houston  R.  P.  O.,  train  20,  collided  with  a  freight 
train  at  5.40  a.  m.,  near  Terry,  Tex.  No  damage  to  mail  or  injury  to  derk.  Delayed 
thirty  minutes. 

November  16, — Kansas  City  and  Joplin  R.  P.  O.,  train  9,  was  wrecked  at  8.21  p.  m., 
near  Webb  City,  Mo.  No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  foitj 
minutes. 

November  16, — ^Altamont  and  St.  Joseph  R.  P.  O.,  train  17,  was  wrecked  2^  miles 
east  of  MaysvillCj  Mo.,  at  7.55  a.  m.,  caused  by  driving  rod  of  engine  giving  awsj. 
No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three  and  a  half  hours. 

November  2^.— Denver  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  9  miles  west  of 
Westwater,  Utah,  at  5.10  p.  m.,  caused  by  colliding  with  fallen  rock.  Mail  apart- 
ment oar  was  badlydamaged  and  a  small  quantity  of  paper  mail  injured  by  water. 
Clerk  Crayton  B.  Wheeler  was  slightly  ii^ured    Delayed  fifteen  hours. 

November  17, — Norfolk  and  Danville  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  by  spreading 
rails  at  Edgerton,  Ya.,  at  1.30  p.  m.  Mail  apartment  car  was  disabled  and  mail  trans- 
ferred to  another  car.    No  damage  to  mails  or  injury  to  clerk.    Delayed  seven  hoars. 

November  17, — Salisbury  and  Knoxville  R.  P.  O.,  train  15,  was  wrecked  3  miles  west 
of  Old  Fort,  N.  C,  at  11.15  p.  m.,  by  colliding  witn  a  loose  engine.  The  mail  car  was 
damaged  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render  it  unfit  for  service,  and  a  considerable  amoont 
of  letter  mail  was  slightly  damaged  by  water.  Clerk  escaped  without  serious 
injury.    Delayed  ten  hours. 

November  tO. — Des  Moines,  Savanna  and  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  l^llided  witb 
an  electric  car  in  the  city  limits  of  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  at  2.04  p.  m.  The  postal  car 
was  partially  derailed  and  rendered  unfit  for  service.  No  mail  damaged  and  clerk 
not  inured.    Mail  transferred  to  a  baggage  car. 

November  tl, — Los  Angeles  and  San  Bernardino  kite-shaped  R.  P.  O.,  trun  1,  was 
derailed  at  5.15  p.  m.,  near  Rincon,  Cal.  No  damage  to  mail,  mail  car,  or  cleric 
Delayed  four  hours  and  a  half. 

November  ;?5.— Colmesneil  and  Trinitv  R.  P.  O.,  train  S4,  was  derailed  near  Trini^ 
Tex.,  at  8.45  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delajed 
nine  hours. 

November  tS, — Conroe  and  Navasota  R.  P.  O.,  train  36,  was  derailed  near  Bobbin 
Tex.,  at  8.25  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.  DelayM 
two  hours. 

November  t4, — Whiting  and  Tuckerton  R.  P.  O.,  train  10,  was  delayed  two  bonis  bf 
ooal  car  attached  to  the  train  breaking  down  at  10.20  a.  m.,  near  Whiting,  N.  J. 

November  t6, — Cheyenne  and  Huntington  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  ran  into  an  open  switch 
at  Caldwell,  Idf^o,  at  6.15  p.  m.  lio  damage  to  mails  and  clerks  not  iijnied. 
Delayed  five  hours  and  forty-five  minutes. 

November  je5.— Memphis  and  New  Orleans  R.  P.  O.,  train  21,  collided  with  a  freijtbi 
train  at  2.01  p.  m.,  near  Whittaker,  Miss.  No  damage  to  mails.  Clerk  A.  J.  FnDtf 
was  slightly  bmised.    Delayed  twelve  hours. 

November  t6, — Harrisburg  and  Gettysburg  R.  P.  O..  train  200,  was  delayed  thirty- 
five  minutes  by  colliding  with  a  freight  train  at  Boiling  Springs,  Pa.,  at  8.40  a.  m. 

November  fl5.— New  York  and  Washington  R.  P.  O.,  tram  66,  ran  into  the  wreek 
of  a  freight  train  which  had  occurred  Just  as  No.  66  was  passing.  Storage  car, 
containing  snpplies  shipped  ttom  Washington,  was  thrown  from  the  traok  down  as 
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embftnkment.  No  damage  to  the  supplies.  Members  of  the  erew  were  badly  shaken 
npi  bat  none  injured.    Delayed  three  hours. 

November  £6, — ^Auburn  and  Harrisburg  R.  P.  O.,  train  10,  while  standing  in  the  yard 
at  Harrisburg,  was  run  into  by  a  yard  engine.  No  damage  to  mail  apartment  or 
mail.    Clerk  slightly  stunned  by  shock,  but  not  disabled.    Delayed  fifty  minutes. 

jyjwuwftar  t6. — ^Learen worth  and  Miltonyale  B.  P.  O.,  train  92,  was  wrecked  at  5.80 
p.  m.    No  loos  or  damage  to  mails,  and  olerk  not  injured.    Delayed  six  hours. 

November  tS, — Boston  and  Albany  B.  P.  O.,  train  13,  collided  with  a  freight  train  at 
South  Framiugham,  Mass.,  at  5.43  a.  m.  The  drawbar  of  the  mail  car  was  pulled  out 
and  the  letters  thrown  from  their  cases.  Clerks  not  injured,  and  no  damage  to 
mails.  Delayed  two  hours  and  twentv  minutes.  The  postal  car  on  this  train  was  a 
new  car,  vestibuled  in  accordance  witn  plans  furnished  by  the  Department.  To  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  built  is  attributed  the  fact  that  more  serious  damage  was 
not  done  to  the  train. 

November  26. — Lincoln  and  Billings  B.  P.  0.,  train  42,  collided  with  a  freight  train 
at  ProTO  Sidiuff,  S.  Dak.,  at  11.15  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mails,  and  clerks  not  injured. 
Delayed  three  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

Natember  $6. — Greenup  and  Webbyille  B.  P.  C,  train  2,  was  wrecked  at  1.45  p.  m., 
caused  by  a  freight  car  in  the  train  breaking  down.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged. 
Delayed  two  hours  and  a  quarter. 

November  t6, — ^Memphis  and  Little  Bock  B.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  near  Heflib, 
Ark.,  by  running  oyer  a  steer  at  11.10  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk 
not  injured.    Delayed  fiye  hours  and  thirty  minutes. 

November  S6. — St.  Paul  and  Minot  li.  P.  0.,  train  4.  About  4  p.  m.  Clerk  Henry  M. 
Burrows  left  his  car  at  Devils  Lake,  N.  Dak.,  the  train  being  snowbound,  to  go  to  the 
telegraph  office,  situated  about  three  blocks  distant  from  where  his  car  was  standing, 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  line,  the  orders  regarding  the  movement  of  trains, 
etc.  A  severe  blizzard  was  raging  at  the  time  and  a  heavy  snowstorm  in  progress. 
Mr.  Burrows  never  reached  tbe  telegraph  office.  He  evidently  lost  his  way  in  the 
blinding  snow  and  perished  in  the  storm.  His  body  was  found  January  5,  1897, 
7  miles  directly  south  from  Devils  Lake,  entangled  in  the  weeds  and  brush  that 
skirted  the  shore. 

Notemher  f7. — Willlamsport  and  Mahaffey  B.  P.  0.,  train  36,  was  delayed  forty-five 
minutes  by  backing  into  a  local  freight  in  the  Clearfield  (Pa. )  yard  and  being  wrecked. 
No  damage  to  mailor  car,  and  clerk  not  hurt. 

November  t7. — ^Ashland  and  Appleton  B.  P.  O.,  train  17,  was  derailed  at  Bimam- 
wood.  Wis.,  about  11  a.  m.  Mail  transferred  and  service  performed  in  baggage  car. 
Ko  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 

Notember  £8, — St.  Louis  and  Tezarkana  B.  P.  O..  train  52.  The  engine  was  backed 
against  the  train  with  such  force  at  Baldknob.  Ark.^  as  to  injure  Clerk  B.  Q.  Adams, 
irho  was  at  work  in  the  car  at  the  time,  disablinff  him  from  duty  for  ten  days. 

November  £8. — ^Terre  Haute  and  Peoria  B.  P.  O.,  train  7,  was  derailed  four  miles 
vest  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  at  6.28  a.  m.,  caused  by  broken  rail.  Clerk  not  ix^ured 
and  no  damage  to  mai^.    Delayed  three  hours  aiai  thirty  minutes. 

November  £8. — New  Hartford  and  Farmington  B.  P.  O.,  train  63,  while  making  a 
flying  switch  in  the  railroad  yard  at  Farmington,  Conn.,  at  6.40  a.  m.,  was  thrown 
firom  the  track  and  the  mail  car  considerably  damaged.  No  damage  to  mails  and, 
beyond  a  severe  shaking  up,  no  injury  to  clerk.    Delayed  two  hours. 

November  SO. — St.  Pam  and  Helena  B.  P.  0.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  at  12.30  a.  m.  by 
colliding  with  a  wild  engine  three  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Valley  City,  N.  Dak. 
The  mau  car  was  slightly  damaged.  Clerk  not  injured  and  no  mail  lost  or  damaged. 
Delayed  twelve  hours  and  a  half. 

November  30. — Dulnth,  Milaca  and  St.  Paul  B.  P.  C,  train  19,  was  derailed  and 
delayed  fifty  minutes  by  running  into  an  open  switch  in  the  West  Superior,  Wis., 
yards  at  1.50  p.m. 

November  SO. — Independence  and  Cedarvale  B.  P.  0.,  train  264,  was  wrecked  two 
miles  east  of  Hewins,  Kans.,  at  11.36  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured. 
Delayed  one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes. 

November  SO. — Ogden  and  San  Francisco  B.  P.  0.,  train  1,  was  delayed  four  hours 
near  Toana,  Nov.,  caused  by  broken  wheel  on  rear  truck  of  tender.  Clerks  consider- 
ably shaken  up,  but  not  injured.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car. 

November  50.--Chariton  and  St.  Joseph  R.  P.  O.,  train  111,  was  derailed  between 
Union  Station^  St.  Joseph,  and  East  St.  Joseph  at  10.15  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours. 

November  SO. — Hannibal  and  Gilmore  B.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  between  Frank- 
ford  and  Peno  Switch  (n.  o.).  Mo.,  about  12.45  p.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours  and  eleven  minutes. 

Noftember  SO, — Chattanooga  and  Meridian  B.  P.  0.,  train  1.  When  near  Keener. 
Ala.,  tiie  Baker  heater  in  the  car  exploded  blowing  out  front  end  of  car.  Several 
hundred  letters  were  scattered  over  the  car  floor  and  many  saturated  with  oil.  No 
maaioet. 
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Deoemher  l.^-Pittsbarg  and  Cinoinnati  R.  P.  O.,  train  11.  In  making  np  the  tnia 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Station,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  the  yard  mem  ewitcshed  an  extva  peetal 
car  with  snch  force  against  the  Cincinnati  car  that  clerk  T.  J.  Fnlton,  who  was  at 
work  in  the  car  at  the  time,  was  thrown  to  the  floor  and  ii^nred  to  aooli  an  extent  as 
to  disable  him  for  duty  for  thirty  days. 

December  i.—Uelena  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  delayed  oda  Ikmt  and  thirty 
minntes  caused  by  the  rear  trucks  of  the  mail  ear  leaying  the  traok.  No  mail  leet 
or  damae;ed  and  clerk  not  injured. 

Deoen^er  1, — Langdon  and  Bamesrille  R.  P.  O.,  train  8,  was  wreoked  1^  a  broken 
rail  1  mile  south  of  Orr  Station,  N.  Dak.,  at  6.80  p.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  dAmaged  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  twenty-ftve  minutes.  t 

December  f.— -Philadelphia  and  Port  Deposit  R.  P.  O.,  train  34,  waa  derailed  at 
Burmont  Station,  Pa.,  about  1  p.  m.,  caused  by  defective  raiL  The  combination  ear 
was  thrown  on  its  side  and  a  portion  of  the  mail  was  thrown  en  the  store  and  tiie 
contents  badly  scorched.  The  postal  clerk  was  slightly  bruised  bat  not  disabled. 
The  combination  car  was  badly  damaged.    Delayed  one  hour  and  thirty  minntes. 

December  2, — Eufaula  and  Ozark  R.  P.  O.,  train  24,  was  wrecked  2  miles  sontk 
of  Elamville,  Ala.,  at  8.10  a.  m.,  caused  by  the  breaking  of  an  axle  nnder  liont 
trucks  of  engine.  No  damage  to  mail,  clerk,  or  car.  Delayed  six  honrs  and  forty 
minutes. 

December  t. — Greenville  and  Columbus  R.  P.  O.,  train  96,  was  derailed  3  niiks 
north  of  Hamilton,  Ga.,  at  8.10  a.  m.,  by  running  over  a  fallen  tree.  No  damage  to 
car,  mail,  or  clerk.    Delayed  four  hours. 

December  f.— Augusta  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  by  bead-end 
collision  near  Grovetown,  Ga.,  about  6  p.  m.  No  loss  or  damage  to  mail.  Csr 
slightly  damaged.    Clerk  T.  P.  Beard  slightly  injured.    Delayed  twenty  boms. 

December  ^.— Bremond  and  Albany  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  near  Hioo»  Tex^ 
at  1  p.  m.  Front  part  of  mail  car  was  torn  out,  all  letters  thrown  fkx>m  tiie  eases  aai 
some  damaged  by  water.  Clerk  H.  B.  Ellis  was  slightly  braised.  D^ayed  Ibortefli 
hours  and  forty  minutes. 

December  3. — Omaha  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  ran  into  the  rear  end  of  a  fteigkt 
train  at  Kimball,  Nebr.,  at  3.20  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerks  not  injnnd. 
Delayed  two  hours  and  fifty-five  minutes. 

December  5. — Fort  Worth  and  Ennis  R.  P.  O.,  train  43,  was  delayed  two  hoots  by 
the  breaking  of  an  axle  under  tender  of  engine  at  7.55  a.  m.  near  Midlothian,  TVa., 
and  two  honrs  and  fifteen  minutes  by  the  breaking  of  a  wheel  at  10.45  a.  m.,  when 
near  Kennedale,  Tex.    No  damage  to  mail,  car,  or  clerk. 

December  5.^<^hicago,  Dunbar  and  Dubuque  K.  P.  O.,  train  3,  collided  with  aswiteh 
engine  in  the  yards  at  Chicaeo  at  6.50  a.  m.  Clerks  not  injnred  and  no  dana^  to 
mails.    Delayed  one  hour  ana  twenty -five  minutes. 

December  ^.— St.  Paul  and  Helena  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  in  the  Minneapoliiy 
Minn.,  railroad  yards  at  12.20  a.  m.,  causing  a  delay  of  three  hours  and  twenty  fflin- 
utes.    No  serious  damage  to  the  mail  car  and  clerks  not  injured. 

December  4. — Park  Rapids  and  Sauk  Center  R.  P.  O.,  train  30,  was  thrown  ftms  the 
track  by  a  broken  rail  near  Clarissa,  Minn.,  at  10.10  a.  m.  Mail  ear  somewhat  dia- 
aged,  but  clerks  not  injured  and  no  mail  damaged.  Delayed  two  honrs  and  fiftMS 
minutes. 

December  5. — ^Detroit  and  Grand  Haven  R.  P.  O.,  train  18,  was  wrecked  abset  1 
mile  west  of  Milwaukee  Junction  at  9  p.  m.,  caused  by  a  misplaced  switch.  Mail 
car  was  badly  damaged.  Clerks  uninjnred  and  no  damage  to  the  mails.  Delsyed 
three  hours  and  thirty -five  minntes. 

Decem&er  5. —Elmira  and  Baltimore  R. P.O., train  16,  was  wrecked  at  Carpsstm 
at  2.46  a.  m.  The  whole  train,  including  the  mail  car,  was  badly  wrecked,  and  tbfl 
mail  car  was  thrown  over  on  its  side.  Clerks  Alflred  F.  Steese  and  John  A.  Soolt 
were  slightly  injured.    No  damage  to  the  mail,  but  It  was  delayed  fifteen  hosn. 

December  5.— New  York,  Homellsville  and  Buffalo  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  ftt 
11.02  a.  m.,  between  Coming  and  Painted  Post»  N.  T.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mU 
car  and  clerks  not  injured.     Delayed  one  hour. 

December  6, — Kansas  City  and  La  Junta  R.  P.  O.,  train  5,  while  pulling  into  tke 
yards  at  La  Junta,  Colo.,  about  4.40  a.  m.,  ran  into  an  open  switch,  colliaing  vi^ 
the  reor  end  of  a  freight  train,  and  broke  the  drawbar  oat  of  one  end  of  mail  ctf' 
No  other  damage  done.    Delayed  twenty-five  minutes. 

December  7.— St.  Louis  and  Jackson  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  while  backing  into  tiie  titiii 
shed  at  Union  Station,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  collided  with  the  engine  m  the  Hissotn 
Pacific  Railway  standing  on  one  of  the  tracks.  No  loss  or  damago  to  the  maili  m 
clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  only  a  few  minutes, 

December  ^.— H^ena  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  4>  was  wrecked  by  rannh^  inloa 
rock  slide  near  Jennings,  Mont.,  about  midnight.  The  postal  car  was  disaWid. 
Clerks  not  injured  and  no  damage  to  the  mails.  Delayed  five  boon  wnd  fottf^n* 
minutes. 
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D^ommbw  8, — ^Pans  Mid  Weatherford  B.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  near  Bnel, 
Tex.,  at  6.20  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
foer  heaiB  and  fifteen  minutea. 

Deetmbw  9, — ^Temple  aod  San  Angelo  B.  P.  O.,  train  42,  was  derailed  near  Talpa. 
Tex.,  at  1.30  a.  m.,  by  ronning  over  a  steer.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  ana 
dark  not  injured.    Delaved  two  hours. 

Dtotmher  ^.-^j^reenville  and  Ennis  B.  P.  O.,  train  8,  was  wrecked  at  Kaafinan, 
Tex.,  at  9.15  a.  m.,  by  spreading  rails.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk 
not  ugared.    Delayed  three  hoars  and  fifty  minutes. 

Dteember  i(?.— LoaisYille  and  Memphis  B.  P.  O.,  train  103.  At  Trimble,  Tenn.. 
about  4.25  a.  m.,  the  combination  car  was  discovered  to  be  on  fire  in  the  baggage  end 
of  the  car;  the  names  spread  rapidly,  and  the  mail  compartment  was  soon  on  fire. 
Moat  of  the  mail  was  destroyed.    The  oar  was  bamed  to  the  floor. 

Dtotmkm'  IL—Lak^  Czrstal  and  Eagle  Qroye  B.  P.  0.,  train  32,  collided  with  a 
freight  train  at  the  raiuoad  crossing,  one-half  mile  north  of  Groldfield,  Iowa,  at 
9.50  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  olerk  not  injured.  Delayed  one  hoar  and  five 
minatea. 

D^oember  IS, — Caldwell  and  Fort  Worth  B.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  near  Dun- 
can, Ind.  T.^  eaosed  by  someone  placing  an  obstruction  on  the  track  on  a  short 
curve.  Engine  and  tender  went  down  an  embankment  and  turned  completely  over. 
Drawhead  between  tender  aod  mail  car  broke,  and  thus  saved  the  mail  car  from 
going  down  the  bank.  Letters  knocked  from  cases  and  scattered,  but  none  damaged. 
Clerk  was  thrown  against  the  stove  and  considerably  stunned,  but  not  disabled. 
Delayed  six  hours. 

Deeember  IS, — Buffalo  and  Pittsburg  B.  P.  O.,  train  3.  The  postal  car  was  run 
sgainst  ao  hard  while  being  drilled  in  the  dejjiot  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  by  the  engine,  as 
to  throw  Clerk  L.  J.  Cook,  who  was  at  work  m  the  car  at  the  time,  against  the  case, 
slightly  injuring  him. 

Dteanber  IS, — Havre  and  Spokane  B.  P.  O.,  train  3,  ran  into  a  rock  slide  2  miles 
east  of  Leonai,  Idaho,  at  12.55  p.  m.  The  postal  car  was  considerably  damaged  by 
the  accident.    Mails  not  damaced  and  clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 

D0eemb0r  16, — ^Norfolk  and  Rutherfordton  B.  P.  O.,  train  41,  was  wrecked  near 
Mathews,  N.  C,  at  10.20  p.  m.,  causing  a  delay  of  six  hours.  No  damage  to  mail, 
mail  apartment,  or  olerk. 

December  i7.--8treator  and  Pekin  B.  P.  O.  Clerk  A.  U.  Bridgeman,  while  accom- 
panying the  mail  from  the  depot  to  the  post-office  at  Streator,  ni.,  was  thrown  from 
the  mau  wagon,  caused  by  the  team  attached  to  the  same  becoming  frightened  and 
ranning  away ;  was  slightly  ii^ured. 

Dteember  17, — Shreveport  and  Houston  B.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  near  Hons- 
ian  by  eollidisg  with  a  freight  train.  Clerk  uninjured.  The  mail  oar  was  badly 
damaged  and  the  mail  transrarred  to  another  car.    Delayed  nine  hours. 

December  18. — Grafton  and  Cincinnati  B.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  about  1.30 
p.  m.,  near  Hamden  Junction,  Ohio.  The  postal  car  was  turned  over  and  demolished, 
the  storage  end  to  the  center  of  the  car  being  telescoped  by  a  freight  oar.  Clerk  M. 
V.  Kin^  was  killed  and  Clerk  O.  H.  Smith  so  badly  injured  that  he  died  on  the  20th 
of  the  same  month.  The  remaining  olerk  of  the  crew,  Frank  £.  Shannon,  was 
severely  injured.  The  lamps  were  broken  and  the  oil  running  out,  the  blaze  from 
which  threatened  to  set  fire  to  the  car.  Shannon  extinguished  this  with  a  tie  sack. 
Little  or  no  mail  was  destroyed,  although  some  was  slightly  damaged. 

December  18. — St.  Louis  and  Paduciw  B.  P.  O.,  train  301,  was  wrecked  2  miles 
south  oi  PeUonia.  111.,  at  2.10  p.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured. 
Delayed  twenty-five  minutes. 

December  18. — Montieello  and  Davenport  B.  P.  O.,  train  28,  was  derailed  1  mile 
north  of  Bisrock,  Iowa,  at  7.48  p.  m.  No  damage  to  the  mail  and  clerk  not 
iigored.    Delayed  three  hows  aod  ten  minutes. 

December  19. — ^Minneapolie  and  Council  Bluffs  B.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  delayed  two 
hours  and  thirty  minutes,  by  one  of  the  sleeping  cars  leaving  the  track  about  1.36 
a.  m.,  at  Meron,  Minn. 

December  80. — Washington  and  Charlotte  B.  P.  O.,  train  35,  was  delayed  three  hours 
and  twenty  minutes,  caused  by  the  derailment  of  the  engine  at  NoakesvUle,  Ya.,  at 
12.45  p.  m. 

December  80. — Biohhill  and  Geneseo  B.  P.  O.,  train  9,  was  wrecked  at  9.50  a.  m.,  4 
nilss  west  oi  Toronto,  Kans.  No  damage  to  mail  or  ii^ury  to  clerk.  Delayed  two 
hours  mod  forty  minutes. 

December 88.'—WMhmgton  and  Charlotte  B.  P.  O.  Clerk  W.  C.  Bowles,  while  accom- 
psaying  the  mails  from  the  post-office  to  the  depot,  was  thrown  from  the  mail  wagon 
eaasied  by  the  running  away  of  horse  attached  to  the  same,  and  slightly  injured. 

December  88. — Atlanta  and  Birmingham  B.  P.  O.,  train  37,  was  wrecked  about  9.40 
p.  m.,  between  Leeds  and  Irondale,  Ala.  No  danoage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  olerk 
Aot  iigorad*    Delayed  eighteen  hours. 
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December  tt. — St.  Albaxif  and  Troy  R.  P.  O.,  train  63,  was  delayed  fonr  honn  by  the 
breaking  of  a  Joamal  on  the  engine.    No  damage  to  mail  or  injary  to  clerks. 

December  gS. — Memphis  and  Little  Bock  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  near  Littts 
Bock,  Ark.,  by  running  over  a  mule  at  12.30  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  ear 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three  hours. 

December  SS, — St.  Louis,  Louisiana  and  Kansas  City  B.  P.  O.,  train  49-44,  wsa 
delayed  six  hours  by  being  held  up  by  bandits  2  miles  east  of  Independence,  Mo. 
Mail  car  was  not  molested. 

December  tS, — Washington  and  Charlotte  B.  P.  O.,  train  37.  In  shifting  ears  at  the 
depot  at  Washington  several  cars  were  thrown  on  side  track,  striking  the  postal  oar 
with  such  force  as  to  render  the  car  unseryiceable.  Mail  transferred  ana  delayed 
two  hours.    No  damage  to  mail  or  ii]gury  to  clerks. 

December  £4, — York  and  Baltimore  B.  P.  O.,  train  14,  was  wrecked  near  Shanm 
Station,  Md.,  at  4.45  p.  m.  The  mail  oar  was  thrown  from  the  track  against  the 
bank  and  considerably  damaged.  Mail  badly  scattered,  but  none  lost  or  destroyed. 
Clerks  not  ii^ured.    Delayed  twenty-four  hours. 

December  £4, — Coffeyyille  and  Little  Bock  B.  P.  O.,  train  231,  was  wrecked  near 
Blackville,  Ark.,  at  10.46  a.  m.  Postal  clerk  was  badly  shaken  up,  bat  not  injured. 
No  mail  lost  or  damaged.    Mail  transferred  to  express  oar.    Delaycid  two  hoan. 

December  $5, — St.  iQbans  and  Boston  B.  P.  O.,  train  60,  collided  head  on  with  t 
freight  train  near  railroad  station  at  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  at  6.10  a.  m.  One  of  the  clerb 
was  badly  bruised,  but  not  disabled.    Mail  not  damaged.    Delayed  several  hours. 

December  ;^.— Danville  and  Stuart  B.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  at  Shuff,  Ya.,  it 
7.20  a.  m.,  causing  a  delay  of  twelve  hours  and  fifteen  minntes.  No  dunage  to  nuil 
or  injury  to  clerk. 

December  £8. — New  York  and  Dunkirk  B.  P.  O.,  train  3.  When  passing  Adrian, 
N.  Y. ,  at  7.45  a.  m..  the  door  of  a  freight  oar  on  a  switch  protruded  so  far  out  thst  it 
struck  the  socket  that  holds  the  mail  catcher,  tearing  it  out,  also  the  door  casing  ud 
door  of  the  postal  car.  Clerk  W.  E.  Barlow,  who  was  at  the  door  to  make  the  osteh, 
was  somewhat  bruised,  but  not  disabled. 

December  £8. — Boston  and  Newport  B.  P.  O.,  train  618,  while  switching  at  Taunton, 
Mass.,  about  7.50  a.  m.,  collided  with  another  car,  the  end  of  the  mail  car  being  bsdly 
damaged.  The  letters  were  thrown  from  the  letter  case  and  some  soiled  by  the  con- 
tents of  hand  grenades  wh  ich  were  broken.  Clerks  received  a  severe  shaking  up,  bat 
none  injured.    Delayed  thirty-five  minutes. 

December  5^.— Long  Pine  and  Dead  wood  B.  P.  O.  Clerk  George  Kennedy,  whilost 
work  in  his  car  in  the  yards  at  Chadron,  Nebr.,  was  thrown  against  a  comer  of  (b« 
letter  case  and  severely  injured  by  the  balance  of  the  train  being  run  against  th« 
postal  car  with  great  force  in  switching. 

December  SO, — Hastings  and  Oberlin  B.  P.  O.,  train  142,  was  wrecked  at  Long 
Island,  Kans.,  at  7,15  a.  m.,  caused  by  the  train  breaking  in  two  and  the  rear  portion 
colliding  with  the  first  half.  The  baggage  end  of  combination  car  was  teleseopcd 
8  feet.  Clerk  D.  B.  Hollinger  was  somewhat  bruised  but  not  disabled.  Mails  not 
damaged.    Delayed  two  and  one-half  hours. 

December  5i.— Baltimore  and  Cherry  Bun  B.  P.  O.,  train  218,  was  derailed  by  amii^ 

£  laced  switch  at  McCalls  Ferry,  Md. ,  at  10. 15  a.  m.  Apartment  car  slightly  dania|«d. 
\o  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  two  hours  and  thirty 
minutes. 

December  ^i.— Langdon  and  Grand  Forks  B.  P.  O.,  train  7.  was  derailed  2^  ouIm 
south  of  Langdon,  N.  Dak.,  at  12.35  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  isimtd. 
Delayed  two  hours  and  thirty-^ve  minutes. 

January  1, 1897, — Keokuk^  Humeston  and  Des  Moines  B.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked 
li  miles  south  of  Norwalk,  Iowa,  at  7.50  a.  m.  The  apartment  car  was  overturned  sod 
landed  in  the  ditch  on  its  side.  Some  coals  fell  out  of  the  stove  and  set  fire  to  soTenl 
sacks  of  paper  mail.  The  fire  was  extinguished  by  the  clerk,  but  not  before onesaek 
containing  a  few  pieces  of  mail  was  destroyed.  The  clerk  received  a  few  bmiies,  bot 
was  not  disabled.    Delayed  nine  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

January  1, — St.  Louis  and  Paducah  B.  P.  O.,  train  224,  was  wrecked  at  East  Si 
Louis,  111.,  at  11.15  a.  m.,  by  the  mail  car  leaving  the  track.  The  mail  ear  was  badly 
wrecked,  but  no  mail  was  lost  or  damaged.    Mail  transferred  to  the  ooach. 

January  1, — Irvington  and  FordsviUe  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  about  8.30 
a.  m.,  near  Garfield,  Ky.    Mail  not  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured. 

January  f. — ^Morris  and  Brown  Valley  B.  P.  O.,  train  46,  was  thrown  from  the  traek 
by  a  broken  rail  4  miles  east  of  Beardsley,  Minn.,  at  8  a.  m.  Clerk  A.  W.  Allen  vit 
slightly  injured.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged.    Delayed  three  hoars. 

January  S. — Campbell  and  Caruthersville  B.  P.  O.,  train  4,  collided  with  a  faU<D 
tree  between  Kennett  and  Pascola,  Mo.,  about  7.80  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  aod 
olerk  not  injured.    Delayed  ten  hours. 

January  4. — Greenbay  and  Winona  B.  P.  O.  Clerk  Truman  B.  Orbert,  while  riding 
upon  the  mail  wagon  to  accompany  his  mail  fron  the  Greenbay  JanoUon  depot  to 
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the  post-offlce  at  Greenbav.  was  Btniok  in  the  left  eye  with  a  missile  thrown  by  some 
person  nnknown  and  disaoled  for  dnty  for  thirty  days. 

January  4, — St.  Paul  and  Dee  Moines  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wreoked  by  a  collision 
near  Helena,  Minn.,  at  9.15  p.  m.  The  mail  car  was  disabled  for  service.  Some  of 
the  letter  mail  was  slightly  soiled  by  oil  from  the  lamps.    Clerks  not  iigured. 

January  o, — Washington  and  Hamsonburs  R.  P.  O.,  train  9,  collided  with  a  freight 
car,  at  12.42  p.  m.,  at  Riyerton  Junction,  Va.  No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  thirteen  minutes. 

January  5, — Lockhart  and  Yoakum  R.  P.  O.,  train  48.  was  wrecked  near  GU>nzales, 
Tex.,  at  11.30  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  car  and  clerk  not  iigured.  Delayed  two 
hours. 

January  6, — Jackson ville  and  Tampa  R.  P.  O.,  train  S2,  was  wrecked  at  6.40  p.  m. 
near  Fort  Brook,  Fla.  No  damage  to  mail,  car,  or  clerk.  Delayed  seven  and  a  half 
hours. 

January  5. — Sionz  City  and  Omaha  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  derailed  at  6.20  p.  m.  one- 
half  mile  north  of  Bancroft,  Nebr.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  ii^ured. 
Delayed  one  hour. 

Januarys. — Minneapolis  and  Council  Bluffs  R.  P.  O.,  train  3.  The  postal  car, 
while  standing  upon  the  side  track  at  the  east  end  of  the  Union  Depot  at  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  was  run  into  at  9.16  a.  m.  by  a  coach  of  the  Duluth,  Milaca  and  St.  Paul  line. 
The  postal  car  was  overturned,  and  the  clerks  at  work  in  the  car  at  the  time  some- 
what bruised  and  scratched,  but  not  disabled.  Some  coal  fell  out  of  the  stove  and 
set  fire  to  oil  spilled  from  the  lamps  and  the  pouches  and  sacks.  The  clerks  fought 
the  fire  and  finally  extinguished  it.  A  considerable  quantity  of  mail  was  damaged 
by  fire,  water,  and  oil,  and  a  small  amount  destroyed. 

January  6. — Campbell  and  Caruthersville  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  struck  a  cow  near  Hol- 
comb,  Mo.,  at  6.25  p.  m.,  derailing  and  wrecking  tne  engine.  No  damage  to  midl, 
car,  or  clerk.    Delayed  three  hours. 

January  6, — ^Wadena  and  Fergus  Falls  R.  P.  O.,  train  10,  was  derailed  in  the  Fergus 
Falls  railroad  yards  about  7.45  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  car,  or  clerk.  Delayed 
one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

January  7. — St.  Vincent  and  Fosston  R.  P.  O.,  train  13.  was  wrecked  at  Donaldson, 
Minn.,  at  10.40  a.  m.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured. 

January  ^.— Rock  Island  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.  Clerk  William  M.  Mitchell,  while 
preparing  to  deliver  the  mails  at  Youngstown,  111.,  placed  his  arm  on  the  safety  bar, 
which  gave  way,  causing  him  to  lose  his  bsJance  and  fall  out  of  the  car,  slightly 
injuring  him. 

January  9, — Boston,  Providence  and  New  York  R.  P.  O.,  train  122,  jumped  a  switch 
St  Bray  ton  Crossing,  Providence,  R.  I.,  about  8.50  a.  m.,  and  collided  with  a  switch 
engine,  slightly  damaging  the  mail  car.  Clerk  O.  E.  Miner,  Jr.,  was  slightly  injured. 
Delayed  one  hour  and  forty  minutes. 

January  10. — Bedford  and  Switz  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  68,  was  wrecked  15  miles  west 
of  Switz  City,  turning  mail  apartment  partly  over,  scattering  the  mail  over  the  car, 
but  not  damaging  same.  The  front  trucks  of  mail  car  being  broken,  mail  was  trans- 
ferred to  another  car.    Delayed  five  and  three-fourths  hours. 

January  11, — St.  Paul  and  Minot  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  by  spreading  of  the 
rails  1\  miles  east  of  Carlisle,  Minn.,  at  1.15  p.  m.  The  entire  train  except  the  loco- 
motive left  the  track,  the  mail  car  landing  on  its  side  in  the  ditch.  Clerks  C.  G. 
Thompson  and  £.  H.  O'Ronrke  were  severely  ii^ured.  About  fifty  letters  were  soiled 
and  damaged  by  oil  and  dirt.    Delayed  seven  hours  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

January  IS, — ^Logansport  and  Keokuk  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  3  miles  west 
of  Sciota,  m.,  at  11  a.  m.,  resulting  from  a  broken  rail.  The  entire  train  left  the 
track,  the  apartment  car  being  thrown  a  distance  of  50  feet,  landing  on  its  side. 
The  car  stove  was  wrenched  from  its  fastenings  and  thrown  against  the  opposite 
side  of  the  car,  bottom  side  up.  Coals  from  the  stove  falling  among  the  canvas 
sacks  and  pouches  set  fire  to  them,  injuring  three  sacks  of  paper  maiL  Clerk  W.  H. 
Hipsley  was  severely  injured. 

January  14. — Texarkana  and  Whitesboro  R.  P.  O.,  train  34,  was  derailed  at  Sher- 
man, Tex.,  at  6.20  a.  m.,  by  backing  into  an  open  switch.  No  damage  to  mail  or 
mail  car  and  clerk  not  ii\jured.    Delayed  forty-nve  minutes. 

January  IS, — Versailles  and  LexingtoD  R.  P.  O.,  train  172,  was  wrecked  at  Nelson, 
Mo.,  by  rails  spreading.  No  injury  to  car,  clerks,  or  mails.  Delayed  two  hours  and 
forty  minutes. 

January  IS, — St.  Paul  and  Des  Moines  R.  P.  O.,  train  5,  was  delayed  two  hours  and 
forty-five  minutes  by  the  breaking  of  a  wheel  on  the  tender  of  the  engine  when 
near  Otisco,  Minn.,  at  6  a.  m. 

January  16, — Texarkana  and  £1  Paso  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  near  Spring- 
dale,  Tex.,  at  10.30  p.  m.,  by  a  tie  placed  on  the  track  for  the  evident  purpose  of 
derailing  the  train.  The  postal  car  was  badly  damaged;  it  left  the  trucks;  was 
thrown  across  the  track,  breaking  in  two.    All  letters  were  thrown  from  the  cases 
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and  badly  Bcattered,  a  few  of  them  being  damased  by  water  from  the  tender  and 
coals  of  fire  which  fell  oat  of  the  etove.  Clerk  G.  W.  Ratliff  was  slightly  ii^nied. 
All  oonnectionB  missed. 

January  i^.— Pittsburg  and  Fayette  R.P.  O.,  train  26,  was  wrecked  at  Braddoek. 
Pa./ by  colliding  with  a  derailed  freieht  train.  No  loss  or  damage  to  the  mail,  bnt 
Clerk  O.  S.  Jones  was  severely  injured  oyjampine  from  the  car  when  the  crash  came. 

January  16, — Bonnd  Brook  and  Philadelphia  R.  P.  O.,  train  560,  was  wrecked  at 
Skillmans,  N.  J.,  at  6.50  p.  m.,  by  being  mn  into  by  express  train  524.  All  mul 
was  saved  except  one  registered  package.  Postal  oar  was  demolished.  Clerk  saved 
himself  by  Juniping  from  the  car. 

January  18. — ^Fon  dn  Lac  and  Harvard  R.  P.  O.,  train  544,  collided  with  a  passenger 
train  at  Chester,  Wis.,  at  9.20  a.  m.  Clerk  was  somewhat  bmised  bnt  not  disabled. 
No  mail  lost  or  damaged.    Delayed  one  honr  and  forty-seven  minntes. 

January  20, — St.  Paul  and  Portal  R.  P.  O.,  train  107,  was  derailed  near  the  Minne- 
sota  Transfer  Yards  between  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  at  9.16  a.  m.  Clerk 
uninjured  and  no  loss  or  damage  to  the  mail.  Delayed  two  hours  and  thir^ 
minutes. 

January  SO, — NewtOn  and  Galveston  R.P.O.,  train  1,  when  neaiing  Booth,  Tex., 
Clerk  H.  E.  Redenbaugh  stepped  to  the  door  of  his  car  and  was  struck  by  a  heavy 
iron  nut,  which  some  one  had  thrown  at  the  train,  and  slightly  injured. 

January  21. — Chicago  and  Diiluth  R.  P.  O.,  train  94,  was  thrown  from  the  track 
by  a  broken  rail  at  Solen  Springs.  Wis.,  about  10.90  a.  m.  Clerk  not  ii^ored  and 
no  mail  damaged.    Delayed  fifty-nve  minutes. 

January  2t. — Turkey  River  and  West  Union  R.  P.  O.,  train  226.  was  derailed  tt 
Strunks  Crossing,  Iowa,  at  3.S5  p.  m.  Ko  damage  to  the  mails  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  twenty  minutes. 

January  22, — La  Crosse  and  Woonsocket  R.  P.  0.,  train  22.  The  postal  car,  while 
standing  across  the  track  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Omaha  Railrosd, 
was  run  into  bv  a  freight  car  and  one  side  of  the  car  was  omshed  in  from  the  door 
to  the  eud  of  the  car.  Clerk  not  ii^ured.  The  mail  was  scattered  over  the  floor  of 
the  car,  and  somewhat  soiled  and  damaged  by  water  and  dirt.  Delayed  two  honie 
and  five  minutes. 

January  f;?.— St.  Paul  and  Watertown  R.  P.  C,  train  18,  was  wrecked  2  miles  wsit 
of  Echo,  Minn.,  at  3.40  p.  m.  Car  slightly  damaged.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk 
not  injured.    Delayed  eleven  hours. 

January  22. — Ishpemtng  and  Chicago  R.  P.  O.,  train  17,  was  delayed  2  miles  north 
of  Eden,  Wis.,  three  hours  and  forty-seven  minntes  by  the  breaking  of  the  frost 
driving  wheel  of  the  locomotive^  which  resulted  in  breaking  the  brake  rods  nndsr 
the  mail  car.    Mail  was  thrown  from  the  cases,  but  received  no  serious  damage. 

January  22, — Clayton  and  Chestertown  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  near  Kennedy- 
viUe  Station,  Md.,  at  7.30  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  iigured.  DeUyed 
three  and  one-half  hours. 

January  ff.— Cranberry  and  Johnson  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  at  l.ii 
p.  m.  4  miles  east  of  Hampton,  Tenn.,  by  the  parting  of  the  train  and  the  rearportion 
colliding  with  the  forward.  Clerk  not  injured  and  no  mails  damaged.  The  nuul 
apartment  car  was  considerably  damaged. 

January  2S, — Cedar  Rapids  and  Council  Bluffs  R.  P.  O.,  train  8,  ran  into  the  reir 
end  of  a  freight  train  at  Scranton,  Iowa,  at  4  p.  m.  Clerks  not  injured  and  no  dsmsfB 
to  the  mails.    Delayed  one  hour  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

January  23. — Ashfork  and  Phoenix  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  2  miles  north  of 
Rookbutte  (n.  o.),  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not 
injured. 

January  2S, — St.  Paul  and  Helena  R.  P.  O.,  train  5,  was  wrecked  bv  a  collision  with 
a  switch  engine  at  Detroit,  Minn.,  at  4.40  p.  m.  Mail  car  slightly  dama^^.  No 
damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  forty-five  mmntee. 

January  23, — Macon  and  La  Grange  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  10  miles  east  of 
Culloden,  Qa.,  at  10  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  car,  or  clerk.  Delayed  two  houn  end 
forty  minutes. 

January  23, — ^Missoula  and  Grantsdale  R.  P.  O.,  train  252,  was  wrecked  at  Johnootf 
Siding,  Mont.,  at  9.50  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  ii^ured.  Delayed  two 
hours  and  five  minutes. 

January  23. — Kane  and  Butler  R.  P.  O.,  train  70,  was  wrecked  near  ShippeiuTin^ 
Pa.,  about  3.30  p.  m.  Clerk  W.  C.  Copley  was  killed.  The  mail  car  was  demolishod. 
Mail  delayed  several  hours. 

January  24.— 'Rock  Island  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O..  train  49,  collided  with  an  exprefl 
train  at  Barstow,  111.,  at  7.30  a.  m.  Clerk  not  injured  and  no  damage  to  iDAfls> 
Delayed  one  hour  and  five  minutes. 

January  26. — Seattle  and  Portland  R.  P.  O.,  train  12,  was  derailed  atTaeoma,  Wssh., 
at  7  p.  m.,  by  switch  being  partly  open.  The  mail  car  left  the  track  and  was  slightly 
damaged.    Mails  not  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  honis. 

January  ;e5.— Eufaula  and  Ozark  R.  P.  O.,  tram  23,  was  wrecked  1^  miles  toath  of 
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LouisHUe,  Ala.,  at  7.40  p.  m.    No  damage  to  mall,  car,  or  olerk.    Delayed  ten  hours 
and  thirty  minutes. 

/aiittarjf  f5.— St.  Loais  and  Jackson  R.  P.  O.,  train  4.  when  about  2^  miles  north 
of  Baldwin,  111.,  caught  fire  behind  the  stove  and  berore  it  could  be  extinguished 
did  considerable  damage.    Delayed  one  hour  and  ten  minutes. 

January  £5, — ^New  York  and  Pittsburg  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  at  8.26  p.  m.,  when  2 
miles  west  of  Altoona,  Pa.,  the  drawhead  of  an  express  car  pulled  out  and  a  slight 
collision  occurred  between  the  separate  parts  of  the  train,  no  damage  to  mail,' car, 
or  clerks.    Delayed  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

January  25, — Helena  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  delayed  two  hours  and 
thirty  minutes  1  mile  west  of  Lloyd,  Mont.,  by  the  breaking  of  the  driring  rod  on 
the  locomotive. 

January  26, — ^New  York  and  Hackettstown  R.  P.  O.,  train  22,  ran  into  an  open 
switch  in  the  Hoboken  yard  and  collided  with  another  train  at  9.04  a.  m.  No  damage 
to  mail  or  mail  car.    One  of  the  clerks  was  slightly  bruised  but  not  disabled. 

January  26, — Cleveland,  Fort  Wayne  and  Chicago  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  collided  with 
another  train  near  Twenty-fourth  street,  Chicago,  111.  Postal  oar  slightly  damaged. 
No  damage  to  mail,  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  fifty- five  minutes. 

January  26, — Fort  Worth  and  Brownwood  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  woe  wrecked  in  the  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.,  yards  by  running  into  a  misplaced  switch.  Mail  car  considerable  dam- 
aged, and  mail  transferred  to  another  car.  Clerk  knocked  down  but  not  injured. 
The  mail  was  thrown  from  the  letter  ease  and  scattered  but  not  damaged.  Delayed 
one  hour. 

January  27, — Chicago,  Elroy  and  St.  Paul  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  while  being  switched 
in  the  Union  Depot  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  about  8.10  a.  m.,  the  mail  car  was  run  back 
against  the  balance  of  the  train  with  such  force  as  to  break  the  car  platform.  Clerks 
oil  dnty  were  thrown  to  the  floor  and  considerably  bruised  but  not  aisabled.  Several 
packages  of  registered  mail  were  soiled  and  damaged  by  oil  from  the  lamps  and  by 
water. 

January  37, — St.  Paul  and  Watcrtown  R.  P.  O.,  train  18,  was  wrecked  at  Morton, 
Minn.,  by  the  breaking  of  the  front  trucks  under  the  mail  car.  Run  completed  in 
baggage  car.    Clerk  not  injured  and  no  damage  to  mail.    Delayed  45  minutes. 

Januarn27. — Omaha  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O..  train  1,  collided  with  the  middle  of  train 
2  when  the  latter  train  was  passing  onto  tne  side  track  at  Tie  Sidiug,  Wyo.,  at  12.46 
a.  m.  Clerks  not  injured  and  no  mails  damaged.  Trains  delayed  four  hours  and 
ten  minutes. 

January  5^.— Spokane  and  Portland  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  collided  with  train  2  at  Lake 
Siding,  26  miles  east  of  Pasco,  Wash.,  at  6.10  a.  m.  Mail  car  on  train  1  was  tele- 
scoped about  8  feet  and  front  platform  of  car  on  train  2  damaged.  Clerks  not  injured 
>nd  no  damage  to  mail  except  some  letters  in  car  of  No.  1  slightly  soiled  with  oil. 
Train  1  delayed  five  hoars  and  ten  minutes  and  train  2  five  hours  and  twenty-five 
minutes. 

January  29, — Portland  and  San  Francisco  R.  P.  O.,  trafn  15,  was  held  up  by  rob- 
bers 2  miles  south  of  Roseburg,  Orcg.  Seattle,  Victoria,  aud  Portland  registered 
pouches  were  rifled.    Some  mail  was  damaged  by  fire  and  water. 

January  SO, — Ashfurk  and  Phoopix  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  near  Rockbutte 
(u.o.),  18  miles  south  of  Ashfork,  Ariz.  No  damitge  to  mails,  car,  or  clerk.  Delayed 
two  hours  aud  ten  minutes. 

January  SI, — ^Temple  and  San  Angelo  R.  P.  O.,  train  51,  was  wrecked  near  Coleman 
Junction  (n.  o.),  at  11.45  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  and  clerk  not  injured. 
Delayed  eit^ht  hours  and  fifty -five  minutes. 

January  31. — Spokane  and  Seattle  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  at  10.46  p.  ra. 
Hear  Wenatchee,  caused  by  the  rear  truck  of  the  mail  car  leaving  the  track.  No 
damage  to  mails,  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  sixteen  hours. 

Fd^uary  1, — St.  Louis  and  El  Dorado  R.  P.  O.,  train  202,  was  wrecked  in  the  tunnel 
between  East  St.  Louis  and  St.  Louis  at  7.10  p.m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

February  /.— Crookston  and  Fargo  R.  P.  O.,  train  71,  was  derailed  2  miles  south  of 
(Georgetown,  Minn.,  at  10.45  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured. 
Delayed  twenty  hours. 

Feiruary  1, — St.  Vincent  and  Fosston  R.  P.  O.,  train  13,  was  wrecked  by  a  broken 
i^il  at  Shirley  Junction  (n.  o.),  7  miles  north  of  Crookston,  Minn.,  at  8.10  a.  m.  No 
mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  ii^jured.  Delayed  six  hours  and  thirty-five 
xuinutes. 

February  X, — St.  Louis  and  Texarkaua  R.  P.  O.,  train  53,  was  wrecked  by  running 
into  an  open  or  spiked  switch  at  Hope,  Ark.  Mail  car  was  slightly  damaged.  No 
■nail lost  or  damaged  and  clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  five  hours  and  ten  minutes. 

February  1. — Denver  and  Ogden  R. P.O.,  train  1,  was  partly  derailed  near  Lead- 
ville,  Colo.,  about  7.30  p.  m.  Mail  transferred  to  another  car  and  service  completed 
throagh  to  Grand  Junction.    Its  connection  at  that  point  was  missed. 
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Febrtiarji  5. — Chicago  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  45,  waa  derailed  while  paning 
through  tne  city  of  Chicago  at  4.45  p.  m.  and  a^ain  at  5.25  p.  m.,  caused  by  broken 
wheel  under  postal  car.  ao  damage  to  mails  or  injury  to  clerks.  Delayed  two  boon 
and  forty  minutes. 

February  S,—Kenovsk  and  Binefleld  R.  P.O., train  11,  was  wrecked  by  a  rear-end 
collision  in  tunnel  near  Dlnges,  W.  Ya.,  at  1.05  p.  m.  The  mail  aparbment  was  slightly 
damaged.    No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 

Fttlruary  4» — Dubuque  and  Mendota  R.  P.  0.,  train  ISl,  was  delayed  one  hoar  and 
fifty  minutes  by  being  derailed  in  the  yards  at  Freeport,  111.,  at  3.20  p.  m. 

Ifehruary  5. — Appleton  and  Milwaukee  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  delayed  two  hoars  and 
fifty  minutes  by  an  accident  to  the  engine  1  mile  south  of  Ulao,  Wis.,  at  7.35  a. m. 

FebriMry  6, — Fort  Worth  and  Ennis  K.  P.  O.,  train  44,  was  derailed  in  the  yards  st 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  at  6.15  p.  m.,  by  running  into  an  open  switch.  No  damage  to 
mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk  unhurt.    DelavM  one  hour  and  forty-five  raiuutes. 

February  6, — Ishpeming  and  Chicago  R.  P.  O.,  train  17.  The  postal  car  while  stand- 
ing in  the  yards  at  Chicago  a  short  time  before  the  train  was  due  to  leave  was  run 
into  by  car  while  making  a  flying  switch  and  Clerks  H.  C.  Smith  and  P.  J.  Garbrecht 
thrown  down  and  more  or  less  bruised. 

February  6. — Lyons  and  Willianisport  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  struck  a  tree  which  had 
fallen  across  the  track  near  Cedar  nun.  Pa.,  at  1.15  p.  m.  The  oar  rolled  down  an 
embankment  20  feet  and  was  badl^  wrecked.  No  mail  lost  and  clerk  not  injured. 
Delayed  three  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

February  7. — Portland  and  Sau  Francisco  R.  P.  O.,  train  16,  collided  with  train  15 
at  Nord,  Cal.,  at  3.18  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  mail  oar,  or  clerks.  Delayed  three 
hours,  and  train  15  nine  hours. 

February  7. — Minot  and  Butte  R.  P.  O.,  train  23,  was  wrecked  1  mile  east  of 
Woodville,  Mont.,  at  8.25  a.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  Delayed  three  hours  and 
twenty  minutes. 

February  7.—Baltimore  and  Pittsburg  R.  P.  O.,  train  9,  was  wrecked  by  running 
into  a  landslide  near  Lay  ton.  Pa.,  at  5.10  a.  m.  No  mail  loet  or  destroyed  and  elerk 
not  injured.    Postal  car  slishtly  damaged.    Delayed  two  hours  and  tfairtv  luinates. 

February  8, — Creston  and  Cumberland  R.  P.  O.,  train  141,  was  derailed  in  the 
Creston  yards  at  7.30  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
forty-five  minutes. 

February  ^.—Albuquerque  and  Los  Angeles  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  held  np  at 
Nelson  Siding.  Ariz.,  about  10.30  p.  m.  The  postal  car  was  entered  by  the  robuen 
and  nine  registered  packages  taken. 

February  8. — Baltimore  and  Pittsburg  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  at  10.29  a.  m. 
at  Confluence,  Pa.,  by  colliuiug  with  a  freight  train.  The  postal  car  was  considera- 
bly damaged,  but  no  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  dork  not  injured.  Delayed  one  hoar 
and  thirty-five  minutes. 

February  9. — Albucfuerque  and  Los  Angeles  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  at  Lnna, 
N.  Mex.,  caused  by  misplaced  switch.  Mail  car  was  thrown  on  its  aide  and  end  con- 
taining letter  cases,  where  clerk  waa  at  work,  was  telescoped  for  about  20  feet  by 
baggage  car.  The  clerk  was  slightly  injured.  Some  mail  was  damaged  by  oil  from 
broken  lamps  and  water  from  the  engiue.    Delayed  twelve  hours  and  fifteen  minntM. 

February  9, — Omaha  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  while  passing  through  the  city  of 
Omaha,  was  derailed  at  4.40  p.  m.,  caused  by  a  misplaced  switch.  One  postal  car  via 
badly  wrecked.    Clerks  not  injured  and  mails  not  damaged. 

February  9. — Cape  Girardeau  and  Hunter  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  waa  derailed  2  miltf 
east  of  Arbor,  Mo.,  at  7.55  a.  m.  No  loss  or  damage  to  the  mails,  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  two  hours  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

February  P.— Northport  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  near  Marcos, 
Wash.,  at  2.45  p.  m.,  caused  by  rock  on  track  and  spreading  rails.  Clerk  received  a 
shaking  up  but  not  injured.  Mails  uninjured.  Mail  car  slightly  damaged.  Delayed 
two  hours  and  forty-five  minutes. 

February  tO. — East  Radford  and  Norton  R.  P.  O.,  train  15,  was  wrecked  at  2.05  p-B* 
by  running  into  a  landslide  near  Castlewood,  Ya.  The  mail  car  waa  slightly  dam- 
aged.   No  mails  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured. 

February  11, — Ashfork  and  Phoenix  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  waa  derailed  9  mUes  northoi 
Peoria,  Ariz.,  at  9.50  a.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  Mail  car  slightly  damaged. 
No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  nine  hours  and  twenty  minat«s- 

February  11, — Leavenworth  and  Topeka  R.  P.  O.,  train  102,  was  wrecked  2^  mil^ 
west  of  Oskaloosa,  Kans.,  at  9.40  a.  m.  No  mails  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  three  hours. 

February  i;?.— Ashfork  and  Phoenix  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  13  miles  sooth  of 
Ashfork,  Ariz.,  at  5.50  p.m. f  by  spreading  rails.  Clerk  not  injured  and  no  daniagt 
to  mails  or  mail  car.    Delayed  three  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

February  1;?.— Creston  and  Pregualls  R.  P.  0.  About  7  a.  m.  the  engine  was  bached 
with  such  force  against  the  postal  car  as  to  knock  the  water-cooler  from  its  pla<^ 
and  the  same  falling  on  clerk  A.  P.  Prioleau,  injured  him  to  such  an  extent  as  to  dif- 
ahle  him  from  duty  for  twenty-four  days. 
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ory  If .— Wichito  and  Enslewood  B.  P.  0.,  tnin  458,  wm  wnekcd  S|  Kiln 
'  Mnlyane,  Kans.,  about  2.46  p.  m.    No  mail  lo«t  or  ilmiigod  aad  dark  aal 


wry  It. — St.  Louis  and  Council  Bluffs  R. P.O.  was  wreekcd  2 

ly  Mo.,  at  9.16  p.  m.,  caused  bv  a  broken  rail.    No  mails  lort  or  daai^sd  aad 

tot  injured.    Delayed  five  and  one-balf  hours. 

ary  IS. — Chicago,  Decatur  and  Quincy  R.  P.  0.    As  tlie  train  was  mpytu^h- 

op  Pointy  111.,  Clerk  8.  £.  Snow,  by  a  sudden  lurch  of  the  ear,  wm  thn 

ig  through  the  door  to  the  ground.    He  was  disabled  for  duty  lor  twcatf- 


my  /^.—Conway  Springs  and  Larned  B.  P.  O.,  train  494,  was  wroeksd 

east  of  Preston,  Kans.,  at  3.30  p.  m.    Clerk  not  injured  and  ao  dsM 

mail  car.    Delayed  six  and  a  half  hours. 

ary  i5.— Havre  and  Spokane  B.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  derailed  5  miki  «Mt  of 

la  Falls,  Mont.,  at  1.15  p.  m.    No  damage  to  mail,  car,  or  clerk.    Delayed 

J  and  thirty  minutes. 

ary  i^.— Sedalia  and  Warsaw  B.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  4  miles  murtk  mt 

,  Mo.,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  caused  by  spreadinff  railH.    Mail  car  was  demuliAad, 

f  a  small  amount  of  second-class  matter  damaged  by  water  need  in  Mtuac 

^  which  resulted  from  stove.    Clerk  John  W.  Stoker  was  slightly  mj^t 

elayed  one  hour. 

ary  IS, — M  on  tan  don  and  Bellefonte  B.  P.  O.,  train  112,  was  delayed  thirty- 

ainutes  by  the  breaking  of  wheel  and  trn<;k  frame  of  car  at  2.4^  p.  m.  as 

ball,  Pa.,  necessitating  a  transfer  of  the  mail  to  baggage  apartment  in  vLk^ 

I  completed. 

ary  IS. — South  Bend  and  Streator  B.  P.  O.,  trntn  1,  was  derailed  3  mjJea  v«at 

kakee.  111.,  at  10.25  a.  m.    No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  iiyaied.    Im- 

vro  hours. 

ary  14. — Ashfork  and  Phoonix  B.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  at  9.(6  a.  m^  4 

mth  of  Bock  Butte  (n.  o.),  Ariz.    No  damage  to  mails  snd  olerk  not  mlmtmL 

1  four  hours  and  forty-five  minutes. 

ary  i5.~Memphis  and  New  Orleans  B.  P.  O.,  train  22,  waa  wrecked  2  miim 

f  St.  Bose,  La.,  at  8.51  a.  m.,  by  colliding  with  a  freight  train.    No  damace  to 

•r,  or  clerk.    Delayed  three  hours.  *' 


ary  /^.—Kansas  City,  Salina  and  Pueblo  B.  P.  O.,  train  8,  was  wrecked  ]  Bii» 
'  Osawatomie,  Kans.,  at  2.40  p.  m.,  cansed  by  ruDuing  into  an  opes  fiwiu^ 
Bar  slightly  damaged.  No  mails  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  sot  iajandL 
1  one  hour  and  forty  minutes.  j«««. 

ary  i5.— Cleveland  and  Pittsburg  B.  P.  O.,  train  341,  ooUided  with  a  tfr»i^t 
)ar  Alliance,  Ohio,  at  2.45  a.  m.  Front  end  of  mail  apartment  waa  Afn^A'Jv^ 
>t  damaged.    Clerk  F.  W.  Weigand  was  slightiy  injured.    Skwd  Ifc^ 


od  twelve  minutes. 


^I?  ^7.--Highpoint  and  Ashboro  R.  P.  O.,  train  42,  wse  deiiiled  at  Eandu. 
.  C,  at  5  55  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  aad  clerk  n**  j^T  V^ 
i  sii  hours.  *  "*'  u>J«ir*d, 

ary  7^.— Hannibal  and  Gilmore  B.  P.  O.,  train  1,  raa  into  an  aimh  — •.  •.  - 
more.  Mo.,  yards,  at  9.20  a.  m.    No  damage  to  mail  «»ail  au-^^d  derk     '" 

• 

\ary  i^.— Colorado  Springs  and  Aspen  B.  P.  O.,  tnis  €.  wm  vf»i.v^ 
I  Station,  Colo.,  at  4.06  p.  m.    No  maU  lost  or  daaand  aad  elViSf  «  ^  '-''^• 
il  forty  minutei.  ^^^  "*  ^^^  '•^  mjurwJ. 

\ary  ;0&.— Sedalia  and  Denison  B.  P.  O.,  tnia  2.  Wlfle#wit*.i„«„ ;  ^^  _ 
t.,  yards,  at  1.67  p.  m«  the  postal  ear  collided  wift  „^^^^  ^  ^*»«  I>^ni- 
latClerk  EdwardT.  Wells, who  wasatworkiathf^^^Tti^*''  '''^h  »*"' h 
;  the  comer  of  pouch  rack  and  severely  iajonl  aJ]  w  '.^.^—  thrown 
irown  to  the  floor  and  some  slightly  dsaiajewid  ^  at  «Z^i°  ^^  ^nd  case 
lary  fO.—Sidell  and  Olney  B.  P.  O.,  trata  n.  w^T^J,  *?/*™P«- 
,  at  12.05  p.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  S»w^j""^  "^^th  of  Broc- 
ared.    Delayed  eight  hours.  ^^wiaaged  and  clerk 

vary  f i.— St.  Louis  and  Texarkana  R,  F.  O^  |^  2  .^  eo 
t.  Mo.,  at  5.25  a.  m.    Clerk  Arthur  L,  Ca»*  mm  ,i^_*"  ^»  collided  near 
r  waa  slightly  injured,  but  not  disabled.    Ct»:  wS^y^-    Clerk  J.  B. 
is  (Mo.)  post-office,  was  quite  badly  hut.   j^^^  "^^  j^eigosman,  of  the 
Ml  by  water.    The  vestibules  of  both  xk^m  -m.  ^^  7z  '"^  *ome  paper  mai^ 
e  running  gear  ot  the  cars  also  dsifia^^    ^  «Zi?t^  *®  some  extenj 
Bun  in  train  56  was  abandoned  asid  tw    ^,  ~wai'.  however,  remain*" 
b  St.  Louis  being  missed.    Train  53  wm  <*i»^'^J"^in  52,  aU  ooiifl«f  . 

\ary  f i.— Monett  and  Paris  B.  P.  <},.  vt^^ ^  ^  mZ^_^  *"^^  ^f^T  minf^  ' ,. 

p.  m.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  ear .  mr^  a^^rT  "*«r  Bodney,  In?^' 
i.  ■■^jwed.    Delayed^ 
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Fshruary  f  1.— BoQDdary  Lifle  and  St.  Paul  R.  P.  O.,  train  10,  was  derailed  neir 
BTeckenridge,  Mtnii.,  at  5.30  ».  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  mail  car,  or  clerk.  Delajcd 
two  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

February  ff .— Hinton  and  Cinciiraaiti  B.  P.  O.;  train  1,  was  derailed  by  nmniig 
into  a  washotit  4  miles  west  of  Springrillei  Ky.,  at  5.47  a.  m.  Clerks  J.  w%  Cooiitf, 
F.  A.  Hraley,  and  John  L.  Gayle  were  severely  injured.  Ko  mail  or  equipment  lo8t» 
but  considerable  mail  was  damage^l  by  mud  and  water. 

February ;?;?.— St.  Lonis  and  Burrton  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  near  AUenton, 
M<^.,  at  9.40  a.m.  Clerks  not  intjured  and  mails  not  damaged.  Delayed  tkirty 
minutes. 

February  29, — ^Qlen  Campbell  and  Cresson  R.  P.  O.,  train  704,  was  dertiled  »( 
EbensbUrf^,  Pa.,  at  10  a.  m.  Clerk  J.  M.  Foreman  was  severely  iujared.  No  dauMge 
to  mail  or  mail  car.    Delayed  two  hours. 

Ft^raofry  99. — Cenl^-alia  and  Ooosta  R.  P.  O.,  train  105.  ran  into  a  herd  of  csltto 
between  South  Aberdeen  StaUon  and  West  Aberdeen  Station  at  7.32  p.  m.,  derailiBg 
the  engine  and  one  coach.  No  damage  to  mails  or  injury  to  clerk.  Delayed  fliteen 
hours. 

Ft^uary  94, — St.  Louis  and  Burrton  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  at  Tyson  (n.  a), 
Mo.,  at  9.30  a.  m.  Mail  car  slightly  damaged  and  some  letters  slightly  damaged  Iff 
oil.    Clerks  not  injured.    Delayed  seventeen  hours  and  thirty-five  minutes. 

February  24. — Chattanooga,  Rome  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  O.,  train  14,  collided  with  t 
switch > engine  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  at  11.45 p.m.  No  damage  to  car,  mail,  or  clerk. 
Delayed  one  hour  and  ten  minutes. 

February  24. — Port  Huron  and  Chica^  R. P.O., train  6,  was  derailed  near  Forty- 
ninth  street,  Chicago,  111.  Clerks  not  injured.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged.  Delsyed 
three  hours. 

February  96. — Boston  and  Troy  R.  P.,0.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  near  Sfaelbnme  Fillip 
Mass.,  at  10.37  a.  m.  No  injury  to  clerks  other  than  a  severe  shaking  up.  Mails  not 
damaged.    Delayed  four  and  one-half  hours. 

Felmiary  95. — Minot  and  Butte  B.  P.  O.,  train  23,  was  derailed  at  6.45  a.  m.  is  (ks 
Qreat  Falls,  Mont.,  yards.  No  damage  to  mails  or  injury  to  clerk.  Delayed  thirty- 
five  minutes. 

F^truary25,—E,\MA  and  MerrUlan  R.  P.  O.,  train  131,  was  derailed  nearKeilsy, 
Wis.,  at  11.45  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delsyed 
one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes. 

February  96. — Willmar  and  Sioux  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  61.  was  derailed  1  mile  seoth 
of  Clara  City,  Minn.,  at  4.45  a.  m.  The  raaH  car  was  slightly  damaged ;  a  ftw  letters 
were  soiled  by  oil  and  dirt.    Clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  twenty- four  hovrs. 

February  96.  —Denver  and  Fort  Worth  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  near  Elixs- 
beth,  Colo.,  at  11.40  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  uninjorBd. 
Delayed  four  hours  and  a  half. 

February  96. — Terre  Haute  and  Peoria  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  delayed  at  Ulrich,  111., 
at  4.20  p.  m.  Clerk  not  injured  and  no  damage  to  mails.  Delayed  three  honn  sod 
twenty-five  mfnates. 

February  ;?&.— Clarksburg  and  Lanes  Bottom  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  st  Pat- 
terson, W.  Ya.,  by  colliding  with  freight  train  at  4  p.  m.  Mail  apartment  slightly 
damaged.    No  damage  to  mail  or  injnry  to  clerk. 

February  26. — Conroe  and  Navasota  R.  P.  O.,  train  35,  was  derailed  near  Bobbis, 
Tex.,  at  2.45  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.  DeUyed 
twelve  hours. 

February  26. — Beaumont  and  Arkansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  305,  was  delayed  lix 
hours  and  thirty  nriuutes  by  the  bteakiug  down  of  a  freight  car  in  the  train  at  2.35 
p.  m  ,  near  Beaumont,  Kans.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged  ana  clerk  not  injoretl. 

February  27. — ^Ashboro  and  Aberdeen  K.  P.  O.,  train  42,  was  derailed  between  As* 
bury  and  Utah,  N.  C,  at  4  p.  m.  The  mail  car  was  slightly  damaged,  but  no  iqjBiy 
to  clerk  or  damage  to  mailsi    Slight  delay. 

February  2S. —CoffeyviWe  and  Little  Rook  R.  P.  O.,  train  231,  was  derailed  at  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.,  art  3.07  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  iignre^l' 
Delayed  one  hour. 

March  1.— Minot  and  Bittte  R.  P.  O.,  train  23,  was  derailed  in  the  railroad  yardiat 
Great  Falls,  Mont.,  at  3.50  a.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  ii^ored. 
Delayed  five  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

March  1. — Leeds  and  Jamestown  R.  P.  O.,  train  132,  was  wrecked  about  4  miles 
south  of  Minnewankon,  N.  Dak.,  at  11.57  a.  m.  Clerk  not  injured  and  no  mul 
damaged.    Delayed  one  heur  and  twenty-three  minutes. 

ifare^  5.— Indenendenoe  and  Cedarvale  R.  P.  O.,  train  264,  was  wrecked  in  tl» 
^ards  at  Indepenaenoe,  Kans.,  at  12.33  p.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not 
iqjured. 

March  4. — St.  Louis  and  Texarkana  R.  P.  O.,  train  55,  was  wrecked  by  beins  strnrk 
by  a  landslide  near  Jefiersou  Barracks,  Mo.,  at  8.55  p.  m.    There  were  two  foil  rail- 
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^-office  ears  in  tlie  train,  and  both  were  damaged  to  some  extent  as  far  as  the 
gear  and  vesttbnlee  were  ooneemed,  bnt  no  damage  to  interior.    Clerks  Aot 
No  mail  lost,  bat  a  considerable  amount  of  paper  mail  damaged  by  water, 
andoned. 

i. — Hnntingdon  and  Cnmberland  £.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  decailed  1  mile  south 
1,  Pa.,  at  5.30  p.  m.  No  injury  to  clerk  or  damage  to  mail  or  car.  Delayed 
irs  and  thirty  minutes. 

4. — KaiiKae  City  and  Denver  R.  P.  O.,  train  i,  collided  with  a  fteight  train 
e,  Colo.,  at  1.27  a.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerks  not  injured. 
fiTe  hours. 

5. — St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  near  St.  Aubert, 
it  7  p.  m.,  by  running  into  a  landslide  at  a  speed  of  30  miles  per  boar.  The 
r  was  t-elescoped  by  the  tender  of  engine,  immediately  took  fire,  and  tho  car, 
with  its  entire  contents,  was  consumed.  When  the  crash  came  clerks  £.  S. 
id  W.  A.  Rosenberger  found  themselres  pinioned  in  the  debris.  Clerk  Vance 
i  in  extricating  himself  and  endeavored  to  release  Rosenberger,  but  was 
sful.  He  called  for  assistance,  and  the  conductor  and  one  other  party 
d,  bat  their  united  ofTorts  were  unable  to  extricate  Rosenberger.  By  this 
flames  had  gained  such  headway,  they  were  compelled  to  abandon  tho  ear 
)  him  to  his  horrible  fate,  tiiat  of  beinff  cremated  alive.  When  the  debris 
I  cleared  away,  the  only  part  of  his  body  found  was  the  charred  portion  of 
and  collar  bone.  Clerk  Vance  wsa  bat  slightly  injured. 
6. — Chicago  and  Cincinnati  R.  P.  O.,  train  84,  ram  into  a  washout  near  Fair- 
l.;  about  4.30  a.  m.  The  letter  and  paper  cars  were  somewhat  domuged,  but 
was  not  damaged  and  olerks  not  injuced.  Train  arrived  at  Cincinnati 
>urs  late. 

6, — St.  Paul  aad  Minot  R.  P.  O.,  train  8,  was  wrecked  at  Mallory,  Minn.,  at 
,  caused  by  obstruction  of  the  track  with  snow.  The  mail  car  was  thrown 
from  the  track  and  the  forward  end  crushed  in.  Clerks  John  O.  Wanvig 
McCabe  were  slightly  injured.  Some  mail  was  damaged  with  oil  aud  dirt 
lost  or  destroyed.  Delayed  twenty-one  hours  and  fifty  minutes. 
9.— Philadelphia  and  Fraakford  R.  P.  O.,  car  2929,  collided  with  a  pasaen- 
ftt  Hancock  and  Berks  streets,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  about  10  a.  m.  The  car 
&ged  so  it  had  to  be  taken  off  the  run.    Clerk  not  iajiured.    Delayed  twenty 

^.— CouncU  Bluffs  and  Kansas  C^ty  R.  P.  O.,  train  21,  oollided  with  a  freight 
Beverly,  Mo.,  at  12  o'clock  noon.  Postal  oar  diss  bled  but  no  damage  to 
njnry  to  clerk.  Delayed  four  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 
8, — Lynchburg  and  Durham  R.  P.  O.,  train  35,  was  derailed  2  miles  north 
ia,  Va.,  at  6  p.m.,  causing  a  delay  of  thirty-seven  minutes.  Car  not 
and  clerk  not  injured. 

9. — Des  Moines  siid  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  ran  into  a  herd  of  cattle  6 
Bt  of  Macon,  Mo.,  about  3.80  p.m.,  oansinff  rails  to  spread  derailing  train, 
ost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  lojurod.  Delayed  six  hours  and  forty  minutes. 
9.^Cairo  and  New  Orleans  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  collided  with  a  freight  train  at 
ro,  Ky.,  at  1.22  a.  m.  Mail  car  badly  damaced.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged. 
>8eph  £.  Cain  and  Marcus  C.  Hale  were  slightly  injured. 
9. — Havre  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  8,  was  wrecked  3^  miles  weet  of  Essex 
n.  o.),  Montana,  at  11.30  a.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No  loss  or  damage 
and  olerk  not  iigured.    Delayed  four  hours. 

9. -Chicago  and  Evaasville  express  train  o  (Chicago  and  Eastern  Illinois 
I,  carrying  closed  mails,  while  passing  over  a  high  embankment  bordering 
e  River  between  DeckerAnd  Hasleton,  Ind.,  was  precipitated  into  the  river, 
^sige  car  containing  the  mail  sunk  at  once,  being-entirely  covered  with  water. 
>ccurred  about  the  middle  of  the  car  and  some  of  tho  mail  was  washed  away, 
he  mail,  however,  after  remaining  in  the  water  from  sixteen  to  twenty-four 
s  recovered,  dried,  and  forwarded  to  destination. 

10.— St.  Paul  and  Minot  R.  P.  O.,  train  7,  was  wrecked  by  the  breaking  of  a 
ider  the  mail  car  at  Churohs  Ferry,  N.  Dak.,  about  5.o5  a.  m.  No  mail  lost 
;ed  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  two  hours  and  thirty  minutes. 
10.— Havre  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  traiu  4,  was  derailed  at  Oregon  Railway 
gation  Junction,  Washington,  at  1.05  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar 
to  clerk.    Delayed  one  hour  and  ten  minutes. 

/i.' Wallace  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  traiu  6,  was  derailed  at  switch  west  of 
daho,  at  8.30  p.  m.  No  loss  or  damage  to  inails,  and  olerk  not  injured.  Mail 
tly  damaged.    Delayed  two  hours  and  five  minutes. 

11. — Washington  and  Hinton  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  derailed  at  Steele,  Va.,  at 
No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk  not  ii^nred.    Delayed  one  hour 
y  minutes. 

11, — Fargo  and  Edgeley  R.  P.  O.,  traiu  104,  was  wrecked  8  miles  west  of 
,  N.  Dak.,  at  6.15  p.  m.  Clerk  unharmed,  and  no  loss  or  damage  to  the  mails, 
twenty-six  hours. 
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Maraih  It, — Minneapolis  and  Connoil  BlatrsR.  P.  O..  train  1,  was  delayed  three  boon 
near  Henderson,  Minn.,  caused  by  the  breakinff  of  a  driye  wheel  of  the  locomotiyeat 
10.17  p.  m.    No  damage  to  mail,  mail  car,  or  clerk. 

March  IS, — Ashboro  and  Aberdeen  R.  P.  O.,  train  41,  was  derailed  near  Ashboro, 
N.  C,  at;  12.30  p.  m.  Clerk  slightly  injured  by  Jumping.  No  loss  or  damage  to  maili. 
Slight  delay. 

March  12. — St.  Louis  and  Padncah  R.  P.  O.,  train  802,  was  wrecked  at  s  tmtle 
between  Carbondale  and  Murphy sboro  at  4.15  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  msil  car, 
or  clerk.    Delayed  three  hours  and  a  half. 

March  IS, — Hock  Island  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  42,  ran  into  a  train  of  ikt 
cars  at  Bossell,  Mo.,  at  8.40  p.  m.    Clerks  not  injnred  and  no  damaf^e  to  mails. 

March  IS, — CoTington  and  Gordon  R.  P.  O.,  train  24,  was  derailed  in  railroad  yardi 
at  Eatonton,  Ga.,  at  4.30  p.  m.    No  damage  to  car,  clerk,  or  mail.    Delayed  six  honn. 

March  IS, — Chattanooga,  Rome  and  Atlanta  Express,  train  8,  was  wrecked  at 
Rome,  Ga.  One  pouch  of  mail  from  Chattanooga  to  Rome  was  burned  ap  in  baggage 
oar. 

March  IS, — Grandin  and  Willow  Springs  R.  P.  O.,  train  603,  was  wrecked  3  milei 
west  of  Hunter,  Mo.,  about  12.30  p.  ni.  All  letter  mail  was  thrown  from  the  esMto 
the  floor  but  none  lost  or  damaged.    Clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  seyeral  hoars. 

March  i^.—San  Antonio  and  Corpus  Christi  R.  P.  0.,  train  22,  was  wrecked  by 
running  into  an  open  switch  near  Corpus  Christi,  Tex.,  at  7.16  p.  m.  No  msil  loat 
or  damaged.  I'ostal  clerk  slightly  bruised  but  not  disabled.  Mail  apartment  ear 
slightly  damaged.    Delayed  one  hour  and  forty  minutes. 

March  14, — Havre  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  collided  with  a  freight  tnun  at 
4.20  a.  m.,  near  Bearcreek  Station  (n.  o.),  Mont.  Clerk  not  injured  and  mail  oot 
damaged.    Delayed  three  hours. 

March  15. — Boundary  Line  and  St.  Paul  R.  P.  O.,  train  10,  was  wrecked  about  2 
miles  east  of  Hancock,  Minn.,  about  3.65  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  olerk  not 
injnred.    Delayed  ten  hours. 

March  15, — Morristown  and  Corryton  R.  P.  O,  train  2,  was  wrecked  1  mile  east 
of  Corryton,  Tenn.,  at  5.50  p.  m.,  by  spreading  rails.  Apartment  car  was  thrown  oi 
its  side  and  the  mails  considerably  scattered.  A  fe  w  registered  packages  were  sligbtly 
damaged  by  oil.    Clerk  severely  shaken  np  but  not  disabled. 

March  15, — St.  Paul  and  Watertown  R.  P.  O.,  train  14,  was  derailed  2  miles  weit 
of  Franklin,  Minn.,  at  1.08  p.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No  damage  tomsik 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  twelve  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

March  17, — Alexandria  and  Lake  Charles  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  near  Wood- 
worth  at  1.05  p.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  ear  snd 
clerk  not  hurt.    Delayed  ton  hours. 

March  18. — Owosso  and  Muskegon  R.  P.  O.,  train  41,  was  derailed  near  GreeDTiIl«, 
Mich.,  about  5  p.  m.    Mail  car  damaged,  but  no  injury  to  clerk  or  damage  to  mail. 

March  18, — Sedalia  and  Warsaw  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  one-half  mile  sooth 
of  Habnry  Station  (n.  o.),  Mo.,  at  1.50  p.  m.  No  loss  or  damage  to  mails  and  clerk 
not  injnred.    Delayed  two  hours  and  thirty-five  minutes. 

March  19. — Park  Rapids  and  Sauk  Center  R.  P.  O.,  train  81,  was  delayed  six  boort 
by  engine  and  box  car  becoming  derailed  at  4.50  p.m.,  at  Brickyard  Spar,  Mibil 
(n.  o.). 

March  SO. — ^New  York  and  Grafton  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  at  Tonghiogeny 
Bridge,  1  mile  west  of  Oakland,  Md.,  at  7.50  a.  m.,  caused  by  postal  car  Jumping  tli« 
track.  Truck  of  postal  car  wan  broken  and  frame  strained.  No  damage  to  mailitf 
injury  to  clerk.    Mail  Weigher  C.  W.  Davis  was  slightly  injured. 

March  SO. — Lincoln  and  Manhattan  R.  P.  O.,  train  46,  was  wrecked  at  11.50  a.  bb., 
1  mile  north  of  Cleburne,  Kans.  No  loss  or  damage  to  mails  and  olerk  not  i^jored. 
Delayed  twenty-five  minutes. 

March  SO. — McGehee  and  Warren  R.  P.  O.,  train  208,  was  derailed  near  Halley,  Ark., 
at  11.28  a.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  elerk 
not  injnred.    Delayed  about  four  hours. 

March  St. —Rook  Island  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  50,  was  derailed  at  Ipavs^Ill., 
at  1.26  p.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerks  not  iiyared. 
Delayed  three  hours. 

March  ;?7.— Sidell  and  Olney  R.  P.  O.,  train  28,  was  derailed  one-half  mile  north  of 
Willow  Hill,  III.,  at  9.30  a.  m.,  caused  by  track  spreading.  Clerk  not  ligQied  and 
mails  not  damaged.    Delayed  two  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

March  SS.—Omahtk  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  collided  with  the  rear  end  of  > 
freight  train  near  Green  River,  Wyo..  at  2.38  a.  m.  Clerks  not  ixgored  and  mail  not 
damaged.    Delayed  nine  hours  and  fifteen  minntes. 

March  SS, — Longpine  and  Deadwood  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  derailed  at  9.50  a.  n.  ^ 
Stnrgis.  S.  Dak.  Clerk  not  injured  and  mail  not  damaged.  Delayed  one  honr  sod 
thirty-nve  minntes. 

March  SS.—Kwikuk  and  Clayton  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  between  Boweo  s&d 
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Cbattan.  HI.,  at  5.15  p.  m.    Clerk  Tboroas  H.  Danlap  was  severely  oat  about  the  head, 
face,  and  one  hand,  bnt  not  disabled.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged.    Delayed  four  hours. 

March  2S, — Newport  and  Springfield  R.  P.  O.,  train  49,  was  wrecked  near  Chicopee, 
Masa.,  at  8.08  p.  m.  uy  colliding  with  a  box  oar  which  stood  on  the  main  track.  Clerk 
A.  W.  Simpson  was  slightly  injnred.    Mail  car  badly  damaged.    Delayed  four  hours. 

March  24. — Plattsburg  and  Saranao  Lake  R.  P.  O.,  train  f,  was  wrecked  near  Lyon 
Mountain,  N.  Y.,  at  9.30  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail.  Clerk  £.  E.  Trunbnll  was  slightly 
ii^nred.    Mail  delayed  one  hour. 

Marched, — Charlotte  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  O.,  train  11,  was  derailed  1  mile  north  of 
Blacksbnrg,  S.  C,  at  2  p.  m.  Clerk  R.  £.  Mansfield  was  severely  injured.  Postal 
ear  slightly  damaged.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged.  Delayed  three  hours  and  twenty 
minutes. 

March  S5. — Snmas  City,  New  Whatcom  and  Seattle  R.  P.  0.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  at 
2.25  p.m.,  11  miles  south  of  Fairhaven,  Wash.,  caused  by  tree  falling  on  mail  car  and 
breaking  in  roof.    Clerk  not  injnred.    Delared  twenty-one  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

March  t5. — St.  Louis  and  Kanssis  City  R.  r.  O.,  train  10,  was  dolayed  five  hours  and 
thirty  minutes  by  tender  being  derailed  by  a  broken  axle  6  miles  west  of  Little 
Bine.    No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured. 

March  to, — ^Versailles  and  Lexington  R.  P.  O.,  train  172,  was  wrecked  at  Waverly, 
Mo.,  about  10.45  a.  m. ;  caused  by  an  open  switch.  No  mail  damaged  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  three  hours  and  forty-five  minutes. 

iforefc  2b, — Paris  and  Weatherford  R.  P.  O.,  train  5,  collided  with  a  freight  train  at 
Ladonia,  Tex.,  at  6.12  p.m.  Clerk  not  injured  and  mail  not  damaged.  Mail  car 
kearred  to  some  extent,  but  not  seriously  damaged. 

March  26. — Boundary  Line  and  St.  Paul  R.  P.  O.,  train  9.  collided  with  a  freight 
train  near  Merri field,  N.  Dak.,  at  8.45  a.  m.  The  front  end  or  the  mail  car  was  broken 
in  and  telescoped  by  the  water  tank,  completely  disabling  the  car.  A  considerable 
quantity  of  paper  mail  was  damaged  by  water  from  the  water  tank,  but  none  lost. 
Clerks  not  injured.     Delayed  six  hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

March  27. — Lincoln  and  Alma  R.  P.  Or,  train  49,  ran  into  an  open  switch  at  Stroms- 
burg,  Nebr.,  at  8.25  p.  m.,  and  collided  with  some  box  cars.  Clerk  was  thrown  vio- 
lently against  the  letter  case  and  slightly  ii^ure<l.    No  damage  to  mail. 

March  27. — Galesburg  and  Havana  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  near  London  Mills, 
ill.,  at  9  a.  m. ;  caused  by  defective  track.  Clerk  not  injured,  and  mail  not  damaged. 
Delayed  twenty  minutes. 

March  28. — Texarkana  and  El  Paso  R.  P.  O.,  train  4.  was  derailed  at  5.10  a.  m.  near 
[atan,  Tex.,  by  running  into  an  engine  at  water  tanx.  Front  end  of  mail  car  was 
considerably  damaged.  A  few  letters  were  slightly  damaf^ed  by  water,  but  none 
lost.    Clerk  H.  W.  McCool  was  slightly  bruised.    Delayed  six  hours. 

March  28, — Little  Rock  and  Alexandria  R.  P.  O.,  train  221,  was  derailed  near  Pol- 
lock, La.,  at  10.10  p.m.,  by  running  over  some  stock.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail 
ear.    Clerk  uninjured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes. 

March  29, — Minot  and  Butte  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  collided  with  a  freight  train  at  Stan- 
ley Station  (n.  o.),  N.  Dak.,  at  6.30  a.  m.  Clerk  not  injured,  and  no  damage  to  mail. 
Delayed  three  hours  and  twenty  minutes. 

March  29. — Hastings  and  Cologne  R.  P.  O.,  train  203,  was  delayed  five  hours  and 
forty  minutes  between  Farmington  and  Lakeville,  Minn.,  caused  by  the  breaking  of 
s  drive  wheel  on  the  engine.    Clerk  not  injured,  and  no  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car. 

March  SO. — Rincon  and  Silver  Citv  R.  P.  O.,  train  822,  was  wrecked  1  mile  east  of 
Silver  City,  N.  Mex.,  at  9.15  a.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured. 
Delayed  seven  hours  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

March  SO.— C Ape  Qirardeau  and  Hunter  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  at  5.25  p.  m., 
about  1^  miles  east  of  Taskee  Station.  No  damage  to  mail  or  clerk.  Mail  transferred 
to  hand  car  and  oarried  to  Chaonio.  No  service  between  that  point  and  Cape 
Girardeau. 

March  SI. — ^Winona  and  Osage  R.  P.  0.,  train  2,  was  derailed  2  miles  south  of  Pred- 
more,  Minn.,  at  8.50  a.  m.,  by  a  loosened  car  wheel.  Mail  oar  disabled  and  mail 
transferred  to  a  box  car.  Clerk  Uniigured  and  mail  not  damaged.  Delayed  one 
hour. 

March  SI. — Portland  and  Airlle  R.  P.  O.,  train  35,  was  derailed  near  Sberwood,  Oreg.. 
at  5.30  p.  m.,  by  spreading  rails.  Clerk  not  injured  and  no  damage. to  mail  or  mail 
car.    Delayed  two  hours. 

April  7.— Charlotte  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  0..  train  36,  was  wrecked  5  miles  north  of 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  at  1.80  a.  m.,  by  colliding  witn  a  freight  train.  No  damage  to  mail  or 
mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  seven  hours. 

April  1. — F.  B.  Lawton  of  the  Appleton  and  Milwaukee  R.  P.  O.,  and  Frank  H. 
Dwinnell  of  the  Ishpeming  and  Cnicago  R.  P.  O.,  while  accompanying  their  mail 
from  the  depot  to  the  post-office  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the  horsos  attached  to  the  mail 
wagon  became  frightened  and  ran  away  and  both  clerks  thrown  violently  to  the 
pavement  and  severely  ix^ured. 
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April  S, — 'Sew  York  and  Waiibingtou  B.  P.  O.,  tmin  58,  whUe  being  drilled  in  the 
depot  at  WasbiDgton  about  3.03  p.  m.,  the  postal  oar  was  run  with  great  force  agftiut 
the  baggage  car,  and  clerk  E.  P.  Davis,  who  was  at  work  in  the  oar  at  the  time,  was 
thrown  against  the  letter  case  and  slightly  injnred. 

April  S, — Cheyenne  and  Huntington  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  at  Malad  Bridge 
(n.  o.)y  between  Toponis  and  Bliss,  Idaho,  at  8.10  a.ni.  Clerks  not  iignred  and  do 
damage  to  the  mails.    Delayed  nine  hours. 

April  6, — Salina  and  Oakley  R.  P.  O.,  train  84,  was  wrecked  at  12.38  p.m., ftboat4 
mile  east  of  Lnray,  Kans.  Mail  oar  slightly  damaged.  Clerk  J.  H.  Tborapton 
escaped  with  a  slightly  burned  hand.    Delayed  severfu  hoars. 

4pril  6, — Grandin  and  Willow  Springs  R.  P.  O.,  train  504,  was  wrecked  abont  2 
miles  west  of  Chilton,  Mo.,  at  3.15  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  iiijored. 
Delayed  eight  hours. 

April  6. — Fort  Madison  and  Ottumwa  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  2  miles  east  of 
Batavia,  Iowa.,  at  4.38  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  olerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
one  hour  and  thirty  minntes. 

April  8, — Danville  and  Stuart  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  near  Cascade,  Va,it 
9.25  a.  m.    No  mails  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Slight  delay. 

April  8. — Bangor  and  Buckport  R.  P.  O.,  train  104,  was  partially  derailed  near 
South  Orrington  Station,  Me.,  at  1.46  p.  m.  No  damage  other  than  the  shaking  ip 
received  by  the  clerks.    Delayed  four  hours. 

April  9, — Fort  Madison  and  Ottumwa  R.  P.  0.,train  2,  was  derailed  4  miles  east  of 
Batavia,  Iowa,  at  4.25  p.  m. ;  caused  by  defective  track.  Clerk  not  injuied  aadoo 
mail  damaged.  Delayed  four  hours  and  forty  minutes.  Apartment  oar  was  dam- 
aged and  mail  trausferred  to  caboose  and  ran  completed  therein. 

April  JO,— Ogden  und  San  Francisco  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  derailed  at  Port  Costa, 
Cal.,  at  8.37  a.  m.  No  injury  to  mail  or  elerks.  Mail  car  slightly  damaged. 
Delayed  one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes. 

Amril  10. — Sioux  City  and  Omaha  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  derailed  one-half  mile  north 
of  Bancroft,  Nebr.,  at  4.40  p.  m.  Clerk  not  injured  and  mail  not  damaged. 
Delayed  iifty-five  minutes. 

April  JO, — Cairo  and  Gatesville  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  at  Waco,  Tex.,  at 
8.20  p.  m.,  by  running  into  an  open  switch.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  olerk 
not  injured. 

April  10, — Cuba  and  Salem  R.  P.  O.,  train  51,  was  wrecked  abont  1  mile  sonthof 
Steelsville,  Mo.,  at  1.55  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  injury  to  olerk.  Delayed  fonr 
hours. 

April  11, — Houston  and  £1  Paso  R.  P.  C,  train  17.  A  lamp  in  mail  apartmeDt 
caught  on  fire  at  about  2.45  a.  m.  Fire  extinguished  by  olerk.  Two  sacks  of  Mexi- 
can mail  damaged. 

April  11, — WaHhington  and  Charlotte  R.  P.  O.,  trains  36  and  11,  were  wreoked  bj 
collision  at  Hnrrisburg,  N.  C,  at  11.15  a.  m.  Clerk  T.  C.  Benton  was  caught  ander 
the  engine  of  his  train  and  so  badly  smashed  and  scalded  that  he  dted  at  1.44  p.  m., 
about  one-half  hour  after  being  taken  from  the  wreok.  Postal  car  of  train  U  wae 
entirely  deiiioliahed,  and  postal  cars  of  train  36  badly  damaged.  No  mail  lost  and 
only  a  few  letters  damaged. 

April  ^f .— Monett  and  Paris  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  Was  delayed  thirty  minutes  bv  engine 
Jumpinff  the  track  at  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  abont  1.55  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail 
car.    Clerk  not  injured. 

April  13. — Wilkesbarre  and  Potteville  R.  P.  O.,  train  490,  waa  wrecked  near  Neaeo- 
peck  Junction  (n.  o.),  Pa.,  at  11.15  a.  m.  Some  of  the  mail  was  soiled  by  water,  bot 
none  lost.  Mail  car  badly  dama^d.  Clerk  not  badly  injured,  but  severely  shaken 
up.    Delayed  three  honrs. 

April  IS, — Denver  and  Leadviile  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  waa  wreoked  near  Platte  Canyoa, 
Colo.,  at  6  p.  m.,  caused  by  trucks  of  engine  jumping  track;  also  wrecked  8  milee 
east  of  Plalte  Canyon,  Colo.,  through  same  cause.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  ear 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  four  hours. 

April  i5.— Denver  and  Ogden  R.  P.  0.,  train  1,  ran  into  a  rock  slide  6  miles  eaatof 
Olenwood  Springs,  Colo.,  at  11  p.  m.  Clerk  not  injured  and  mail  not  damaged. 
Delayed  four  hours  and  ten  minutes. 

April  16, — Helena  and  Clart^ndon  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  near  Helena,  Ark., 
at  10.15  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  three 
hours. 

April  16, — Denison  and  Houston  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  near  Garrett,  T«x.f 
at  7.55  a.  m.,  caused  by  an  explosion  of  the  boiler.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  thirteen  minntes. 

April  16, — Des  Moines  and  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wreoked  in  the  Dm 
Moines,  Iowa,  yards  at  9  a.  m.  by  running  into  an  open  switch.  No  damage  to  mail 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  twenty  minutes. 

ApHl  16.—S>t.  Louis  and  Paducah  R.  P.  O.,  train  301,  waa  wieekod  at  12.32  p.  m. 
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noAr  N«w  Dennison,  111.    Ko  dftmaij^  to  mail  or  mail  oar  and  clerk  not  injured. 
lielay«d  one  hour  and  twenty-fire  minntee. 

Jpril  16. — Leavenworth  and  Topeka  R.  P.  O.,  train  10,  was  wrecked  at  6.10  p.  m. 
Bear  Oekalooaa,  Kaus.  Mail  oar  slightly  damaged,  bat  no  aiail  lost  or  damaged  and 
clerk  not  injared.    Delayed  fourteen  hours. 

April  T7, — Moseley  Junction  and  Farmville  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  at  7.20 
p.  m.  3  miles  east  of  Farmville,  Va.  Apartment  car  slightly  damaged.  Mail  not 
damaged  and  clerk  not  iiynred.    Delayed  one  hour. 

April  i^.— Pittsburg  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  6.  Barling  Boaz,  in  attempting 
to  deliver  pouch  to  train  9  at  Effingham,  whieh  train  waa  just  leaving  the  statioui 
was  thrown  violently  to  the  ground  and  slightly  injured. 

April  19, — Havre  and  Spokane  R.  P.  O.,  train  A,  was  delayed  six  hours  by  an  acci- 
dent which  occurred  at  5.20  a.  m.  near  Bear  Creek  Station  (n.  o.).  Mont.  The  two 
engines  hauling  the  train  were  derailed,  broke  the  coupling  pin  lietween  tender  of 
rear  engine  and  mail  oar,  and  plunged  into  the  river  300  feet  below. 

AprU  ^.—Lincoln  and  Manhattan  R.  P.  O.,  train  45,  Jumped  the  tracks  at  12.05 
p.  m.  near  Randolph,  Kans.  No  damage  to  mails  and  olerk  not  ipjured.  Delayed 
six  hours  and  fifty  minutes. 

April  ff .— Cape  Girajdeau  and  Hunter  R.  P.  O.,  train  6.  A  telephone  pole  fell 
from  the  oar  in  front  of  mail  car  at  9  p.  m.,  1  mile  west  of  Arbor,  Mo.;  one  end 
struck  the  ground,  the  other  ran  through  from  end  of  baggage  oar,  coming  into  mail 
ipartroent.    No  daniatre  to  mail  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three  hours. 

AyrU  Bl. — Connellsvilleand  Fairmont  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  derailed  b^  striking  a 
iow  Si  miles  north  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  at  6.18  p.m.  Apartment  oar  slightly  dam- 
iged.     No  mail  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured. 

April  22. — Atlanta  and  New  Orleans  R.  P.  0.,  train  37,  was  wrecked  near  Garland, 
Ua.,  at  12.30  a.  m.,  caused  by  the  breaking  down  of  a  small  trestle.  Postal  car 
lemolished.  No  mail  lost,  but  some  damaged  by  oil.  Clerks  A.  D.  Eaton,  L.  H. 
ronee,  and  David  Livingston  were  severely  injured.    Delayed  sixteen  hours. 

April  t£. — Lynciiburg  and  Durham  R.  P.  O.,  train  35,  was  derailed  by  a  broken 
>raKe  rod  near  Brookneal,  Va.,  at  7.30  p.  m.  No  dami^e  to  apartment  car  or  mail 
md  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  five  hours. 

April  22. — Norfolk  and  Danville  R.  P.  O.,  tfain  1,  was  wrecked  by  a  rear-end  col- 
ision  at  Mayo,  Va.,  at  4.20  p.  m.  Mail  apartment  considerably  damaged,  but  no 
lamage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  iiyured.    Delayed  eight  hours. 

Apra  22. — ^Louisville  and  Henderson  S.  P.  O.,  train  43,  was  derailed  6  miles  south 
)f  Owensboro,  Ky.,  by  running  into  an  open  switch.  Apartment  oar  badly  dam- 
aged.   No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three  hoars  and  a  half. 

April SS, — Portland  and  Corvallis  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  waa  wrecked  between  DilJey  and 
aaston,  Greg.,  at  9.40  a.  m.,  caused  by  engine  tender  jumping  the  track.  No  dam- 
^[:e  to  mail  or  car  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes. 

April  SS. — Columbus  and  Atchison  R.  P.  O.,  train  21,  when  orossing  a  stream  near 
tilmerald,  Nebr.,  at  7  p.  m.,  the  bridge  was  carried  away  by  high  water  as  the  last  oar 
i<i  the  train  was  leaving  the  structure,  overturning  the  car  and  balance  of  train, 
mclading  apartment  car.  Clerk  considerably  bruised  but  not  disabled.  A  few  let- 
kwB  partly  burned  by  falling  on  the  stove  and  the  balance  of  the  mail  more  or  less 
kiaked  with  oil  and  water. 

April  24. — St.  Loais  and  Council  Bluffs  R.  P.  O.,  train  14,  was  wrecked  at  Sumner, 
Mo.,  at  12.45  a.  m.  by  tender  of  engine  jumping  the  track.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged 
^nd  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three  hours  and  fifty  minutes. 

AprU26. — Charlotte  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  O.,  train  38,  was  wrecked,  at 7.15 p.  m.,  near 
Blaekaburg,  S.  C.  Mail  oar  badly  damaged.  Clerks  W.  L.  M.  Austin  and  W.  A. 
Bartman  were  slightly  injured.  Mail  not  damaged.  Delayed  twelve  hours  and  thirty 
ninntes.  ' 

AprU  25. — Conroe  and  Navasota  R.  P.  O.,  train  35,  was  derailed  near  Montgomery. 
rax.,  at  2.15  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  elerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
three  hours  and  forty-five  minutes. 

Awril  27. — Lenox  and  Jackson  R.  P.  O.,  train  25,  was  derailed  in  the  Hamburg, 
Hien.,  yards  about  9.40  a.  m.  Mail  car  disabled.  No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not 
injured.    Delayed  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes. 

AprU  fP.—Fort  Worth  and  Ennia  R.  P.  C.,  train  44,  was  derailed  near  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.,  at  6  p.  m.,  by  running  into  an  open  switch.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car 
ami  clerk  not  injujmd.    Delayed  one  hour  and  five  minutes. 

April  29, — Des  Mtitnesand  Kansas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  near  Millard, 
Mo. ,  by  front  truck  of  tender  breaking  down.  Delayed  thirty-five  minutes.  Derailed 
again  2  miles  north  of  Atlanta,  Mo.,  from  aame  cause,  and  delayed  fifty  minutes.  No 
damage  to  mail  and  cleriE  not  injuied. 

April  29. — Caldwell  and  Fort  Worth  R.  P.  O.,  train  44,  was  wrecked  by  ruiioia|[ 
into  an  open  switch  at  Caldwell,  Kans.,  and  colliding  with  a  freight  train  at  9.30 
p.  m.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car.    Clerks  considerably  bruised,  bat  not  disabled* 
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April  £9. — Kansas  City  and  Lajnnta  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  delayed  twenty-fire 
minutes  at  Strong,  Kans.,  by  being  derailed.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  ear  asd 
clerk  not  injnred. 

April  SO, — Hannibal  and  Gilmore  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  1  mile  north  of 
Troy,  Mo.,  at  11.25  a.  m.,  caused  by  front  truck  of  engine  jumping  the  track.  No 
damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  injnred.    Delayed  two  boars  and  twenty  minotee. 

April  SO, — Fort  Madison  and  Ottumwa  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  5  miles  east 
of  Ottumwa,  at  3.57  p.  m.,  caused  by  defective  track.  No  damage  to  mail  and  derk 
not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours  and  thirty  minutes. 

May  1, — Asheville  and  Murphy  R.  P.  O.,  train  66^  was  wrecked  by  a  broken  nil  8 
miles  west  of  Andrews,  N.  C,  at  5.30  a.  mt.  TIio  apartment  car  was  considerably 
damaged  and  the  clerk  severely  bruised,  but  not  disabled.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged. 
Delayed  six  hours. 

May  i. — New  York  and  Grafton  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  by  running  intoi 
landslide  near  Piedmont,  W.  Va.,  at  t.30  a.  m.  The  postal  car  was  slightly  damaged. 
No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  five  hours  and  twenty  niiDntes. 

May ;?.— Columbus  and  Atchison  R.  P.  O.,  train  110,  while  bein^  switched  in  the 
yards  at  Tablerock,  Nebr.,  at  6  p.  m.,  collided  with  a  number  of  box  cars.  Cod- 
bination  mail  car  was  badly  damaged.    Clerk  not  injnred. 

May  5.— Baltimore  and  Cherryrun  R.  P.  O.,  train  12,  was  wrecked  near  Wallbnok, 
Md . ,  at  2.30  p.  m.,  by  running  into  a  rock  slide.  Mail  apartment  car  slightly  damaged. 
No  damage  to  mail  and  clerK  not  injnred. 

May  4, — Pittsburg  and  Cincinnati  R.  P.  O.,  train  5.  A.  C.  Pindell,  porter,  waa 
severely  injnred  by  falling  from  stepladder  provided  for  the  car,  which  spread  when 
he  was  on  the  top  step,  caused  by  toe  strap  nolding  the  same  becoming  broken. 

May  5, — Huntineton  and  Portland  R.  1 .  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  by  mnningiato 
a  rock  slide  near  Meacham,  Oreg.,  at  7  p.  m.  Mail  car  slightly  damaged.  No  injnrj 
to  clerk  or  damage  to  mails. 

May  5. — St.  Louis  and  Sedalia  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  at  9.45  a.  m.,  5  milea 
west  of  Boonville,  Mo.,  by  tender  of  engine  leaving  the  track.  No  mail  loot  or 
damaged  and  clerk  not  injured. 

May  6. — Versailles  and  Lexington  R.  P.  O.,  train  172,  ran  into  an  empty  coal  ear 
on  the  main  track  near  Billingsville,  Mo.,  at  3.30  p.  m.  Nomail  lost  or  damaged  and 
clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 

May  6. — Waahington  and  Charleston  R.  P.  O.,  train  32,  collided  with  a  freight  car 
at  Selma,  N.  C,  at  2.35  a.m.  Postal  oar  was  considerably  damaged.  Clerks  Dot 
iigured  and  mail  not  damaged.    Delayed  twenty  minutes. 

May  8, — Siloam  Springs  and  Mena  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  at  Banch,  Ind.?., 
at  3.45  a.  m.,  by  colliding  with  rear  end  of  freight  train.  The  mail  car  was  badlj 
damaged.  Clerk  slightly  bruised,  but  not  disabled.  Delayed  two  hours  and  for^ 
minutes. 

May  8, — Kansas  City  and  La  Junta  R.  P.  O.,  train  6.  ran  into  a  washout  at  Clay 
Creek,  5  miles  east  of  Lamar,  Colo.,  at  1.35  a.  m.  Tue  postal  car  was  comnletelT 
wrecked.  Mail  in  letter  case  was  thrown  out  into  the  mnd  and  water,  which  caioi 
into  the  oar,  and  about  half  of  it  was  thoroughly  soaked.  Seven  sacks  of  papen 
were  so  badly  damaged  that  they  oonld  not  be  delivered.  Clerk  Milton  Trandle 
was  severely  iinured.    Train  delayed  nine  hours. 

May  m— Coffey  ville  and  Little  Rock  R.  P.  0.,  train  232,  was  wrecked  at  Millcreek. 
Ark.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  oar  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  one  honraod 
fifteen  minutes. 

May  It, — St.  Albans  and  Troy  R.  P.  O.,  train  128,  was  delayed  fifby-one  minatea  Vy 
being  run  into  by  the  Bennington  and  Rutland  train  35  at  3.40  a.  m.  while  attempt- 
ing to  side  track. 

May  i^.— Houston  and  El  Paso  R.  P.  O.,  train  20,  was  held  np  by  robbers  near 
Lozier,  Tex.,  at  1.40  a.  m.  The  mail  car  was  not  entered  nor  molested  in  any  manntf. 
Some  mail  was  consumed  and  quite  a  large  amount  of  paper  mail  badly  damaged  bj 
fire,  which  originated  from  the  explosion  of  dynamite  which  the  robbers  used  in 
breaking  open  the  safes  of  the  express  company.  The  express  car  and  mail  apaii- 
ment  were  badly  shattered.    Delayed  one  hour  and  forty  minutes. 

May  16. — £gan  and  Manilla  R.  P.  O.,  train  104,  was  derailed  4  milea  north  of  Eft 
Point,  S.  Dak.,  at  3.55  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  and  clerk  not  injured.  ApartiBoot 
car  slightly  damaged.    Delayed  fifteen  hours. 

May  15, — Sedalia  and  Denison  R.  P.  O.,  train  2.  In  making  np  tlie  train  in  the 
Denison,  Tex.,  yards  at  2.20  p.  m.,  the  postal  car  was  given  a  push  by  the  engine  and 
then  cut  loose  by  switchman  to  run  down  and  connect  balance  of  train.  The  brakes 
failed  to  work,  and  car  collided  with  other  part  of  train.  Mail  was  thrown  ftvm 
cases  and  some  slightly  damaged  by  oil  from  the  lamps.  Clerks  considerably  bniiwd, 
but  not  disabled. 

May  16, — Burlington  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  in  the  Keokok, 
Iowa,  vards  at  9  a.  m. ;  caused  bv  rnnning  into  an  open  switch.  No  damage  to  mail 
or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 
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'6. — ^Newton  and  Galveston  R.  P.  O.,  train ,  1,  waa  wrecked  near  Orerbrook, 
at  4.50  a.  m.,  by  bridge  giving  away.  Mail  oar  was  badly  damaged  and  por- 
tlie  mail  soaked  wiw  water  and  oil.    Clerk  Eugene  Tipton  was  slightly 

Train  abandoned. 
7. — Gleu  Campbell  andCresson  R.  P.  O.,  train  704,  ran  into  an  open  switch  at 
ints.  No  injury  to  clerk  or  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car.  Delayed  two  honrs. 
'8. — Prosser  and  Concordia  R.  P.  O.,  train  433,  was  wrecked  two  miles  east  of 
;b,  Nebr.,  at  4.40  p.  m.,  on  account  of  journal  on  rear  trucks  of  engine  tender 
g.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  three  hours 
rty  minutes. 

8. — ^Portland  and  Astoria  R.  P.  O.  The  steamboat  B.  B,  Thomoiorij  in  landing 
lock  at  Portland,  collided  with  another  boat,  and  Clerk  W.  P.  Burns  was 
down  stairs,  slightly  injuring  him. 

'9. — Lyons  and  Denver  R.  P.  O.,  train  182,  was  derailed  in  the  yards  at  Lyons, 
1 7.27  a.  m.,  b^  running  through  a  misplaced  switch.    No  mail  lost  or  dam- 
d  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  six  hours  and  eight  minutes. 
*/?. — Dayton  and  Pasco  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  delayed  three  and  a  half  honrs  11 
«t  of  Unnts  Janction  (n.  o.),  Wash.,  at  11  a.  m.,  by  wheels  of  engine  leaving 

?^. — Jefferson  and  Bagnell  R.  P.  0.,  train  153,  was  wrecked  at  8.30  a.  m.,  li 

>ath  of  Russellville,  Mo.,  by  trucks  under  freight  car  breaking  down.    No 

it  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  fbur  honrs. 

■S. — ^Newton  and  Galveston  R.  P.  O.,  trains  2  and  11,  collided  at  Haslet,  Tex., 

).  m.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerks  not  injured.    Trains  delayed 

T  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

f5. — 8t.  Paul  and  Minot  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  wrecked  at  Argusville,  N.  Dak., 

ding  with  a  box  car  which  had  blown  on  the  main  track,  at  1.08  a.  m.    The 

the  mail  car  was  broken  in  by  the  collision.    Clerk  not  injured  and  mails 

laged.    Delayed  forty  minutes. 

W. — Kenova  and  Bluefleld  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  derailed  at  Lindsay,  W.  Va., 

h,  m.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  three 

f7. — Pittsburg  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.  In  switching  the  cars  in  the  yards  at 
rg.  Pa.,  the  postal  car  in  which  clerk  W.  P.  Batchelder  was  at  work  was 
with  ^eat  force  against  another  car  and  Mr.  Batchelder  knocked  down  apd 

injored. 

?7. — Cheyenne  and  Huntington  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  at  American 
daho,  at  4.39  a.  m.,  by  colliding  with  a  freight  train.  The  postal  car  was 
>ed,  Tendering  it  unfit  for  service.  Clerk  not  injured  and  mails  not  damaged. 
1  four  hours  and  ten  minutes. 

^.—Chicago  and  Evansville  R.  P.  0.,  train  2,  was  derailed  at  Chicago  Heights, 
4.29  p.  m.    No  damage  to  mail  and  clerk  not  ii^ured.    Delayed  one  hour  and 
inntes. 
f8. — Des  Moines  and  Hawarden  R.  P.  0.,  train  59,  ran  into  a  string  of  box  cars 

City,  Iowa,  at  7.07  p.  m.,  caused  by  a  misplaced  switch.    Clerk  not  injured 
ils  not  damaged.    Delayed  thirty  minutes. 

Sjf. — Denver  and  Ogdeu  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  by  head-end  collision 
freight  train  at  Cabeza  Switch  (n.  o.).,  25  miles  east  of  Grand  Junction,  Colo., 
by  an  open  switch.  The  mail  car  was  demolished  and  clerk  F.  L.  Donahue 
auder  the  wreckage.  He  was  rescued  just  in  time  to  avoid  his  being  cremated. 
18,  he  received  twenty-eight  separate  cuts  and  bruises,  which  disabled  him  for 
renty-nine  days.  The  greater  portion  of  the  mail  was  recovered,  but  most 
la  badly  damaged  by  mud  and  water. 

tf.— Sioux  Falls  and  Onawa  R.  P.  O.,  train  601,  was  derailed  3  miles  north  of 
ar,  Iowa,  at  7.15  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mails  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
inntes. 

5. —Charlotte  and  Atlanta  R.  P.  O.,  train  36,  collided  with  a  freight  train  near 
,  Ga.,  at  3.15  a.  m.  No  damage  to  clerk  or  mail ;  postal  car  slightly  damaged. 
1  three  honrs. 

^.-^Denver  and  Fort  Worth  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  near  Oak  Canyon 
S.  Mex.,  at  6.50  a.  m.  No  mail  lost  or  damaged  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed 
onrs  and  ten  minutes. 

7. — Clerks  Frank  H.  Birdsall  of  the  Brewster  and  New  York  R.  P.  O.  and 
W.  Daily  of  the  New  York,  Somerville  and  Easton  R.  P.  O.,  while  on  their 
im  the  depot  to  the  superintendent's  office  in  New  York  City  to  file  their  trip 
as  all  clerks  running  into  New  York  during  office  honrs  are  required  to  do, 
verely  injured  by  the  elevator  in  the  post-office  building,  in  which  they  were 
;eTS,  falling  from  the  second  floor  to  the  basement,  caused  by  the  breaking  of 
le. 
7. — Fonda  and  Des  Moines  R.  P.  O.,  train  7,  was  wrecked  near  Jefferson,  Iowa, 

a.  m.    Clerk  not  iivjnred  and  no  damage  to  the  mails. 
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June  8, — Dallas  ami  Kemp  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  near  Kemp,  Tex.,  at  11.35 
a.  m.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  cnr  and  olerk  not  injured. 

June  10, — Waycross  and  Montgomery  K.  P.  O.,  triuns  33  and  36,  collided  near 
Climax,  Ga.,  at  3.35  p.  m.    No  damage  to  mail,  car,  or  clerk  on  train  36;  platfomu 
on  oar  on  train  83  smashed  and  olerk  A.  J.  Sykes  slightly  bruised.    Delayed  threes 
boars. 

Jwneli, — Willimantic  and  New  HaTen  R.  P.  O.,  train  528,  collided  with  an  ex< 
passenger  train  between  Middletown  and  Rockfall,  Conn.,  at  1.40  p.  m.    Clerk  n<w 
injured  beyond  a  general  shaking  up,  and  the  mails  were  not  damaged  although  tbefe  >^ 
were  scattered  over  the  floor.    Delayed  three  hours  and  forty-five  minutes.  ^ 

June  12. — Manistee  and  Monroe  R.  P.  O.,  train  5,  ran  into  an  open  switch  at  Nori\^ 
yille,  Mich.,  at  2.15  p.  m.    No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car.    Delayed  two  hours. 

June  7^.-— Grand  Rapids  and  Richmond  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  wrecked  at  2.40  p.  tn. 
at  Clarke,  Ind.    Mail  apartment  car  was  badly  demolished,  one  side  being  torn  c^^i^' 
The  car  turned  almost  bottom  side  upward.    Clerk  W.  B.  Kalmbach  escaped  injtrr/ 
by  grasping  safety  ro<l,  sustaining  a  bruise  above  the  kneecap  only.     No  mailleei^ 
but  a  few  pieces  of  paper  mail  were  soaked  with  oil  from  the  lamps. 

•/tt»6  7^.— Denison  and  Smithville  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  in  the  ^srdsai 
Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  by  colliding  with  a  freight  train.  The  mail  car  was  considenb/jr 
damaged,  the  tender  of  the  engine  being  driven  back  part  of  the  way  into  the  oar. 
No  mail  thought  to  have  been  lost,  but  ail  tlie  letters  in  the  letter  case  badly  Mat- 
tered, and  a  few  slightly  damiiged  by  oil  f^om  the  lamps.  Clerk  W.  M.  Waddell  was 
slightly  injured.    Delayed  three  hours  and  twenty^five  minutes. 

June  16. — Pittsburg  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.O.,  train  11.  While  at  work  in  his  ear  it 
Union  Station,  Columbus,  Ohio,  A.  E.  Varlo^',  porter,  was  severely  iq,jnred  by  being 
IJirown  against  the  paper  rack  by  the  violent  shifting  of  cars  in  making  up  tntn. 

June  16. — Omaha  and  Ogden  R.  P.  O.,  traiu  4,  was  derailed  at  Brtdger.  Wyo.,  li 
12.47  a.  m.    No  damage  to  mails,  and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  one  hour. 

June  16. — ^New  York  and  Pittsburg  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  by  the  «ngin« 
backino^  with  great  force  against  the  train.  Clerks  W.  J.  Alcorn  and  H.  A.  Barnard 
were  slightly  injured. 

June  17. — Ruthven  and  Des  Moines  R.  P.  O.,  train  2(X(,  was  derailed  near  Gilmore 
City,  Iowa,  at  2.50  p.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  Clerk  not  injured.  Some  mail 
slightly  damaged  by  water  ft'om  the  tank  and  oil  from  the  lamps.  Delayed  asfen 
hours  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

June  17. — Fonda  and  Des  Moines  R.  P.  C,  train  7,  was  wrecked  1  mile  west  of 
Rockwell  City,  Iowa,  at  12.45  p.  m.,  caused  by  spreading  rails.  No  damage  to  msils, 
and  clerk  not  injured.    Delayed  two  hours  an<l  a  half. 

June  IS.^-FaHb  and  Ennis  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  collided  with  a  switch  engine  at  Terrell, 
Tex.,  at  8.55  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car.  Clerk  A.  J.  Cherryhomes  hsd  hii 
hand  considerably  bruised. 

June  IS. — Newton  and  Galveston  R.  P.  O.,  train  406,  was  wrecked  near  Edmond, 
Okla.,  at  5  a.  m.  No  damage  to  mail  or  mail  car,  and  clerk  not  injured.  Delayed  £▼» 
hours  and  twenty-five  minutes. 

June£l. — Palestine  and  Galveston  R.  P.  O.,  train  11,  was  wrecked  near  Bsrado, 
Tex.,  at  11.40  a.  m.  by  colliding  with  a  freight  train.  No  mail  thought  (o  bare  Ixo 
lost,  although  a  considerable  quantity  was  somewhat  damaged  by  oil  and  water* 
The  mail  car  was  badly  wrecked.  Clerk  A.  A.  Forbes,  jr.,  was  slightly  icjared. 
Delayed  five  hours  and  forty-five  minutes. 

June  22. — Texarkana  and  £1  Paso  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  wrecked  near  Madden,  Tex., 
at  5.30  p.  m.  by  colliding  with  a  freight  train.  The  mail  ORr  was  badly  wrecked 
No  mail  lost  or  damaged.  Clerk  W.  B.  Brown  was  slightly  iqjured.  Train  4  sbaa- 
doned  and  mail  returned  to  £1  Paso. 

June  2^. — Cambridge  Junction  and  Burlington  R.  P.  O.,  train  63,  was  wrecked  near 
Underbill,  Vt.,  at  8.15  p.  m.,  caused  by  the  breaking  of  a  journal  on  the  eogioe- 
Clerk  not  injured  and  mails  not  damaged.    Delayed  four  hours  and  thirty-five  minattt- 

June  f 5.— -Cincinnati  and  Chattanooga  R.  P.  O.  Clerk  J.  H.  Green,  while  at  work  in 
his  apartment  at  Junction  City,  Ky.,  at  4.30  a.  m.,  was  thrown  against  the  uapereeB* 
and  slightly  injured  by  the  engine  striking  the  mail  apartment  with  terrinc  foiee* 

June  23. — Philadelphia  and  Cape  May  R.  P.  O.,  train  20,  was  wrecked  at'6.44p  d- 
a  short  distance  below  Woodbury,  N.  J.,  by  being  run  into  by  a  freight  train.  Tke 
clerk  saved  himself  by  jumping.  No  damage  to  mail.  Delayed  one  hour  and  thirty- 
eight  minutes. 

June  24.—lAooxk^  and  Des  Moines  R.  P.  O.,  train  4,  was  derailed  3  miles  south  w 
Madrid,  Iowa,  at  11.15  a.  m.  Clerk  not  injured  and  mail  not  damaged.  Delay^ 
twenty-five  minutes. 

June  24. — Sedalia  and  Denison  R.  P.  O.,  train  1,  was  wrecked  near  Montrose,  Mo., 
at  9  p.  m.  Clerk  not  ixy'ured  and  mail  not  damaged.  Delayed  five  hours  Mid  fifteen 
minutes. 

«l«Ne  ;?J.— Washington  and  Charlotte  R.  P.  C,  train  86,  was  derailed  by  an  open 
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iwitoh  at  Lynchburg,  Va.,  at  3.47  p.  m.  No  damage  to  mail,  mail  car,  or  clerk. 
)ela7ed  two  hours  and  ten  minntes. 

June  t6. — St.  Louis,  Moberly  and  Kauaas  City  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  1  mile 
rest  of  Missouri  City.  Mo.,  at  7.05  p.  m.  The  entire  crew,  oonsistiu^  of  Clerks  O.  M. 
mith,  F.  W.  Brink,  u.  A.  Smith,  Jr.,  J.  W.  Salwaenter,  and  W.  8.  Mills,  were  almost 
istantly  killed.  As  all  the  clerks  were  killed,  there  is  no  way  of  telling  definitely 
hat  amount  of  mail  was  lost.  Such  of  the  mail  as  was  recovered  was  seriously 
imaged  by  water  and  mud. 

June  f<$.--St.  Paul  and  Helena  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  was  derailed  near  Spirit  wood, 
erk  not  iigured  and  mail  not  damaged.      Delayed  five  hours  and  tweuty-five 
Inates. 
June  29, — Oelwein  and  Des  Moines  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  while  standing  at  the  station 

West  Waterloo,  Iowa,  at  3.45  p.  m.,  a  light  engine  backed  into  the  forward  end 

train,  breaking  the  front  end  of  the  apartment  car.  Clerk  not  injured  and  mail 
•t  damaged.    Delayed  two  hours. 

July  ;?d.— Chevenne  and  Huntington  R.  P.  O.,  train  2,  wjis  derailed  3  miles  west  of 
enns  Ferry,  Idaho,  at  9  p.  m.  Clerks  not  injured  and  mail  not  damaged.  Delayed 
reive  hours. 

June  30. — St.  Joseph  and  Grand  Island  R.  P.  O.,  train  3,  was  derailed  at  1  a.  m. 
lar  Fairbury,  Nebr.    No  damage  to  mail  or  injury  to  clerk.     Delayed  eight  hours 
id  forty  minutes. 
June  30, — Pittsburg  and  St.  Louis  R.  P.  O.,  train  6,  was  wrecked  at  Vandalia,  111., 

12.41  a.  m.,  by  colliding  with  first  section  of  train  11.  K.  T.  Shimer  was  instantly 
lUed,  8.  I.  Parkinson  and  £.  B.  Fosdick  severely  injured,  and  Guy  D.  May,  S.  Cf. 
enry,  and  C.  £.  Gilbert  slightly  so.    Mail  but  slightly  damaged. 


umber  of  casualties 589 

illed 14 


Seriously  injured 33 

Slightly  injured 75 


W.  D.  Baker,  injured  August  1, 1896,  died  same  day. 

L.  A.  Thomas,  killed  October  14, 1896. 

H.  M.  Burrows,  lost  November  2(5, 1896,  presumed  to  have  died  same  day. 

O.  H.  Smith,  injured  December  18, 1896,  died  December  20. 

M.  V.  King,  killed  December  18, 1896. 

W.  C.  Copley,  killed  January  23, 1897. 

W.  A.  Kosenberger,  killed  March  5, 1897. 

T.  C.  Benton,  injured  April  11,  died  same  day. 

0.  M.  Smith,  killed  June  26, 1897. 

F.  W.  Brink,  killed  June  26, 1897. 

6.  A.  Smith,  jr.,  killed  June  26, 1897. 

J.  W.  Salwaenter,  killed  June  26, 1897. 

W.  8.  Mills,  killed  June  26, 1897. 

B.  T.  Shimer,  killed  June  30, 1897. 


REPORT 


or  THE 


PERINTENDENT  OF  FOREIGN  MAILS 


POR  TUB 


FISCAL  YEAE  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1897. 


643 


REPORT 

OM 

THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  FOREIGN  MAILS. 


Post-Office  Department, 
Office  of  Foreign  Mails, 
Washington^  D.  C\,  October  13,  1897. 

8iB:  I  bave  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  principal 
operations  in  connection  with  the  foreign  mail  service  daring  the  fiscal 
^ear  ended  June  30, 1897. 

From  Statement  A,  immediately  following,  showing  the  weights  of 
he  mails  despatched  by  sea  to  foreign  countries,  and  the  percentage 
U^patched  to  each  of  the  countries  named  therein,  it  will  be  seen  that 
he  aggregate  weights  of  said  mails  were: 

Graius.  Pounds. 

;*tteni  and  i>o8t  cards 386,354,575=     849,707 

Hher  articles 2,629,547,679  =  5,798,152 

Total 6,647,859 

Of  the  foregoing,  the  mails  for  transatlantic  destinations  comprised: 

Qrams.  Pounds.        Per.  ot. 

setters  and  post  cards 331,480,180=     730,  914  or  86 

^tber articles 1,832,266,951  =  4,040, 148  or  69.68 

Total 4,771,062 

Of  the  Transatlantic  mails,  the  mails  for  Great  Britain,  Germany, 
Dd  France,  with  all  of  which  countries  we  have  direct  steamship  com- 
munication, were  made  up  as  follows : 

^r Great  Britain:  Grams.  Ponnds.    Percent. 

Letters  and  postcards 128,851,223=      284,117  or  39 

Other  articles 852,324,704=  1,879,376  or  46.5 

Total  for  Great  Britain 2,163,493 

^T  Germany : 

Lettoi-sand  postcards a5, 444, 830=      144,306  or  19.7 

Other  articles 3-19,435,566=      770,505  or  19 

Total  forGermany 914,811 

Of  France i 

Letters  and  post  cards 25,290,824=  55,766  or    7.6 

Other  articles 151,566,908=  334,205  or    8.3 

Total  for  France 389,971 

The  weights  of  the  mails  for  all  Transatlantic  destinations  other  than 
^reat  Britain,  Germany,  and  France  were: 

Grams.  Pounds.    Per  cent. 

otters  and  post  cards 111,893,303=      246,725  or  34 

►ther  articles 478,939,773=  1,056,062  or  26 

Total  for  Transatlantic  destinations  other  than  Great  Britain, 
Germany^  and  France 1,302,787 

p  M  G  97 35  545 
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EEPOET   OF   THE   POSTMASTEE-GENEEAL. 


A. — Statement  showing  the  net  weights  and  percentages  of  the  mails  dispatched  bjftea  io 
foreign  countries  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897, 

Where  the  percentage  to  not  stated  it  wae  aaoertained,  as  regfurds  the  letter  maito,  to  be  leu  than 

one-half  of  1  per  cent.] 

TRANSATLANTIC  SERVICB. 


Countries. 


Great  Britain 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

Austria 

Sweden. 

KiiRsin 

Norway 

Switzerland.. 
Netberlnnds . 

Denmark 

Belgium 

Spain 

Turkey 

South  Africa. 

India 

Portugal 

Total.. 


Letters  and  postal  cards. 

Other  articles. 

Grams. 

Percent. 

Grams. 

Percest 

128,851,223 

38.87 

852,824.704 

4&58 

05. 444, 830 

19.74 

349.435,566 

19.07 

25,290.824 

7.63 

151.566,908 

tv 

24,854,905 

7.50 

48,089.738 

1C7 

18,270,800 

5.51 

52. 254, 910 

185 

17, 403, 689 

5.28 

87. 60G,  024 

ilS 

13,704.910 

4.15 

32,493,'>70 

1.77 

8  374, 426 

2.53 

34.667,299 

l.« 

6,105.800 

1.84 

38,650,240 

111 

4,905,500 

1.49 

24,405,905 

1.33 

4,603,400 

1.39 

19.364,261 

l.« 

3,633,118 

I.IO 

21.948,645 

1% 

2, 388, 750 

.72 

17,573,516 

.N 

2.366,200 

.71 

10,540,080 

.56 

2, 283, 975 

.6'J 

48,863.845 

2.97 

1, 433, 690 

86,656,095 

2 

1, 364, 140 

4.913.745 

331,480.180 
—  lbs.  730, 914 

1.832,206.951 
=  lbs.  4.040,148 

MISCELLANEOUS  AND  TRANSPACIFIC  SERVICE. 


WEST  INDIES. 

Cuba 

Other  West  India  Islands 

Jamaica 

Bermuda 

Haiti 

Bahamas 

Santo  Domingo 

Puerto  Rico 

Turks  Islands 

CAITADA  AMD  MEXICO. 

Nova  Scotia 

Newfoundland 

British  Columbia 

St.  Pierre  and  Miqiielon 

New  Brunswick  and  Ontario 

Mexico 

CBMTBAL  AMBBICA. 

Guatemala 

Costa  Rica 

Salvador 

Nicaragua 

Repnbnc  of  Honduras 

Brittoh  Honduraa 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Venesuela 

Curasao 

Colombia 

Panama  (ftrom  pursers  of  U.  S.  vessels) 

Brazil 

Chile 

Peru 

Argentina , 

Ecuador 

Uruguay , 

Bolivia 

British  Guiana 

Paraguay 

Dutch  Guiana 


4, 717. 547 

1, 699, 226 

1.718.537 

1,072.385 

850.495 

481,188 

471, 010 

807, 817 

61,540 


8,419,048 

203. 757 

136.805 

55.049 

19.656 

1,037,053 


2,205,575 
2,056,107 
1, 177, 732 
1, 083. 870 
602.067 
475,601 


2, 

2, 

I. 
1. 

1. 
1, 


166,675 

584,660 

654,040 

6,410 

958,986 

462.003 

396,440 

149.763 

607,507 

221,129 

217,475 

135, 570 

21, 147 

10,065 


&76 

8.16 

8.19 

1.99 

1.60 

.88 

.88 

.67 


6.36 


1.03 


4.10 
3.82 
2.19 
2.01 
1.29 
.87 


4.02 
1.09 
4.93 


3.64 
2.07 
2.59 
2.14 
1.30 


44,594,335 

24,528,901 

23,161,268 

10.272,150 

8,709,715 

5,467,754 

0,377,520 

1,850,228 

728.715 


21.217,589 

2,596,279 

3.558 

438,903 

14,565 

17,884,305 


32,490,607 
27,543,375 
20.034.151 
16,795.408 
8,847.871 
4,870,357 


81.988.411 

6,735,595 

72. 570, 615 


45.044,888 

30,900.334 

23.937.484 

28.458,461 

9,445.289 

7,100.017 

6.831,830 

2,800,330 

972,810 

18,245 


i5» 
!« 

1.9 

1.M 

.0 

.10 


Ifl 


IW 


3.44 

151 

111 

1.11 

.0 


iOl 

.7? 

1.10 


5.55 
l«7 
3 
8.57 

.73 
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^'—Staiemiemi  Bhtnoing  the  net  weighta  and  percentagee  of  the  maiU  di$patched  by  tea  to 
foreign  oountriee  dnring  theJUeal  year  ended  June  SO,  i^P7— Continued. 

MISCELLANEOUS  AND  TRANSPACIFIC  SEBYIOE-Continned. 


Countries. 


.      ASIA. 

fajMui 

lOBgkODK • 

Uumghai  (United  Stfttaa  postal  M«ncy).. 
To  United  SlAte*  postal  sgency,  Sosngbai 

JochinCliins 

fawilm 

iiogapors 

«▼« 

ism 

OCEAinCA. 

lie  British  Aastralasisn  colonies 

lawaii 

raUti 

SmMMUft  Islands 

JTew  Caledonia 

fsraaesas  Islands 

tfanhall  Islands 

Silbert  Islands 

Total 

^g«««»te 


Letters  and  postal  cards. 


Oraras. 


6, 248, 637 

2,395.562 

192,011 

1,052,445 

180, 173 

67.008 

26,790 

14,812 

7,802 


3,771,784 

8,020,685 

129,250 

122,537 

6,401 

4,645 

382 

141 


58,874,395 
lbs.  118, 793 


885,354,575 
lbs.  840, 707 


Per  cent. 


11.60 
4.45 


1.95 


7 
5.61 


Other  articles. 


Grams. 


66,761.671 

12,203,744 

1,112.642 

23,039,187 

1,470,388 

1,226,776 

580,089 

109, 101 

245,819 


100, 183, 026 

45, 233, 588 

1,557,037 

1,405,783 

126,254 

148, 195 

3,005 


797,280,728 
lbs.  1,758, 004 


Per  cent. 


2, 620, 547, 679 
lbs.  5, 798, 152 


8.36 
1.53 


2.70 


12.57 
5.07 


A  comparison  of  the  foregoing  statement  with  a  similar  statement 
faniished  with  the  report  for  last  year  shows  the  weights  of  the  mails 
to  have  increased  as  follows,  viz : 


trwsatlaiitic; 

Letters  and  post  cards 
other  articles 

Jtbtac  destinatioms : 

Letters  snd  post  eards 
Other  articles 

ifSregato: 

Letters  and  post  cards 
Other  articles 


1897. 


Pounds. 
730,  PU 
4, 040, 148 

118,703 
1,758,004 

840,707 
5,798,152 


1896. 


Pminds. 
721, 753 
8, 820, 521 

112,306 
1,632,274 

834,119 
5, 452, 795 


Increase. 


Pound*. 

9,161 
219,627 

6,427 
125,730 

15.588 
345,357 


Per  cent. 


1.27 
5.75 

5.72 
7.70 

1.87 
6.33 
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The  following  statement  (B)  shows  the  weight  of  the  imiils  conveyed 
and  the  amoant  of  comi>ensation  received  by  each  of  the  different  lines 
of  steamers,  as  well  as  which  are  of  United  States  and  which  of  foreign 
register;  and  Statement  0  shows  the  weights  of  foreign  closed  mails 
forwarded  from  the  United  States  by  the  different  lines  of  steamers, 
and  the  compensation  paid  to  each  line  for  their  conveyance: 

B. — Statement  showing  the  net  weighti  of  the  United  Statee  maile  oonveyed  and  thereUtMi 
amount  of  compensation  received  thir^or  by  (he  tteamere  appointed  to  transport  tk« 
mails  to  foreign  countries, 

(I)  VesaelB  of  United  States  resistor,  not  under  oontnet,  reoeiTe  $1.00  per  pound  for  letters  and  pMl 
rds  and  8  cento  per  pound  for  other  axtioles. 


oai 


(2)  Vessels  of  foreign  resistor,  5  franos  per  kilosram  (about  44  oenta  per  pound)  for  letters  sad  poil 
cards,  and  60  centimes  per  kilogram  (about  4^  cento  per  pound)  for  other  artioles. 

[S.90»pounds=l  kUogram.] 

TBAKSATLAKTIC  SBBVICX. 
[The  sailings  are  firom  New  York,  ezoept  where  otherwise  stotod.] 


Name  of  Una. 


International  Navigation  Co.  (contract  serrioe) 

International  Navigation  Ck>.  (noncontract  service).... 

International  Navigation  Co 

International  Navigation  Co 

International  Navigation  Co.,  from  Philadelphia 

International  Navigation  Cro.,  from  Philadelphia 

Cnnard 

Cunard,  from  Boston 

North  (3erman  Lloyd 

Hamburg- American 

White  Stor 

Warren,  from  Boston 

Anchor,  to  Scotland  direct 

Thingvalla,  to  Norway  direct 

General  Tniiisatlsntio,  to  France  direct 

Red  Stor,  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia  to  Antwerp 

direct 

HoUand-  American,  to  the  Netherlands  direct 

Union  Steamship  Co.  (Limited),  from  New  York  to 

Cspe  Colony  direct 

American  and  African,  from  New  York  to  Cape  Col- 
ony direct 


Total. 


Lettors. 


Qramt. 

73,13J,«10 

2,99G 

5,340,248 

6,890 

42 

426 

96,971,233 

593,831 

91, 148, 345 

19, 133, 750 

21, 440,440 

114.978 

12,430 

2,000 

34,570,138 

60,630 
31,3:16 

3,560 

7,435 


831,480,180 
=  lbs.  780, 914 


Printo. 


Orams. 

790,418,405 

1,520 

86.835.253 

7,105 

141 

311 

510,520,890 

17,509,882 

300,664,789 

81,178.905 

54,668.448 

683.903 

5,940 

885 

180,451.120 

17.065 
286.420 


30,510 


1,888,306,951 
:lbs.4,040.148 


ConpiBis- 
tioB. 


f7S7,IM.M 

laa 

I,  no.  47 

117 

.17 

.44 

141877.51 

2,2e.7S 

io7,m» 

S«,Wi>7 

S^974.n 

ITltf 

1157 

ll» 

CS.8S<L» 

ILII 
IAN 

157 

114 


1,10^27«^4S 


*  United  Stotes  registor. 

tPaid  by  agreement  with  the  company,  at  the  rato  applicable  to  vessels  of  foreign  r^glslv. 
"  Foreign  registor. 
Foreign  register;  settled  for  in  account  of  balances  due  foreign  countries. 


I 


TRANSPACIFIC  SBBVICE. 

Vessels  of  United  States  register. 
[See  noto  (1)  at  the  head  of  this  stotement.] 


Name  of  line. 


Pacific  Mall: 

San  Francisco  to  Hongkong,  via  Hawaii 

snd  Japan 

United  States  Postal  Agency,  Shanghai 

to  San  Francisco 

Oceanic: 

*  San  Francisco  to  Australasian  colonies . 
San  Francisco  to  Hawaii 


Total. 


Lettors. 


Oram*. 

4,270,309 

82,504 

4,689.860 
1,114,831 


Pounds, 

0,415 

181 

10,841 
3,458 


Priato. 


Orams, 

43,858,896 

443,560 

115,874,341 
14,027,288 


10, 157, 413 


22,395 


172,708,507 


Pounds. 

94,508 

978 

354,400 
80.930 


380.810 


Coni 


ionpci- 
asuon. 


|S2,eiH 

185,0M-«» 
6,407.M 


164,40117 


*  Compensation,  $60,000  per  annum,  leas  $1,000  per  trip  for  five  trips  performed  by  ateaaersof  fiinigo 
register;  and  $80,000  additional  authorised  by  act  of  Congress. 


FOREIGN  MAILS — BTATIBTICS. 
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^.—SUsiemetit  akowing  ike  nM  weights  ef  the  United  Statee  maih  conveyed  and  the  rate  and 
amount  of  eompeneation  received  therefor,  etc. — Coatioaed. 

VS8BELS  OF  F0BBI6N  BSGISTEK. 

[8m  note  (2)  ftt  the  hMd  of  this  stateaMnt.! 


Name  of  line. 


Oecldeotal  and  Oriental: 

San  Franciaoo  to  Hongkong,  Tia  Hawaii 

and  Japan 

United  Statea  Poatal  Agency,  Shanghai 

to  San  Franciaoo 

PadiioMaU: 

San  Franciaoo  to  Hongkong,  yia  Hawaii 

and  Jiman 

United  Statea  Poatal  Agency,  Shanghai 

to  San  Franciaco 

NorAeni  Pacific: 

Taooma  to  Hongkong,  Tia  Hawaii  and 

Japan 

United  Statea  Poatal  Agency,  Shanghai 

toTakoma 

Oeeuile:  San  F^rmneiaco  to  Hawaii , 

Sia  Franciaco  to  Tahiti  and   Marqueaaa 


J.PinetftCo 

M.  Tomer 

Sn  Francisco  to  Marshall  and  Gilbert  Is- 
landa: 

WilkinsftCo 

John  Gamble,  British  bark  (salvage) . . . 


Total. 


Letters. 


€hramt. 
4,280,898 
81,688 

1,827,748 
23,287 

1, 141, 886 

4,634 
82,977 


89,004 
44.897 


528 


7,068,720 


Poundt. 


15,680 


Printo. 


Oronnt. 
46,188,786 
502.287 

14,245,061 
122,002 

17,781,488 

44,778 
1,598,660 


1,155,936 
649,296 


8,006 


81, 100, 088 


Pounds. 


197,024 


Compen- 
sation. 


$8,472.10 
127.21 

2,666.02 
34.24 

2,817.83 

8.79 
234.83 


187.48 
96.83 


.79 
86.76 


14,730.33 


MISCBLLAKBOUS  SERV^ICB. 

Veeeele  of  United  Statee  register, 
[See  note  (1)  at  the  head  of  this  statement.] 


New 


I^aroa  BaJlroad   Steamnhip   Line; 

York  to  Colon , 

I'aeific  Mail :  San  Francisco  to  Panama 

feed  D  (Boolton,  BUas  &  Dallett) : 

New  York   to  Yenesuela  and   Dntch 

West  Indies  (contract  service) 

New  York   to  Venexoola  and   Dntch 
West  Indies  (noncontract  service) ..... 
New  York  and  Cnba  Mail : 

New  York  to  Mexico  (contract  service) . 

New  York  to  Cnba  (contract  service) . . . 

New  York  to  Cuba  (noncontract  service) . 

Clyde:  New  York  to  Haiti,  Santo  Domingo, 

etc 


Boyal  Mail:  New  Orleans  to  Central  Amer- 
ica  

Oteri's  Pioneer :  New  Orleans  to  Republic  of 
Hondarsa I 

Morgan:  New  Orieans  to  Cnba 

Central  America  and  Commercial :  New  Or- 
leans to  Colombia 

BInefields  Banana:  New  Orleans  to  Nicara- 


Piant:  Port  Tampa  to  Jamaica 

Bnekmaa  Fruit :  Baltimore  to  Jamaica 

Qvaker  City  Fmit :  Philadelphia  to  Jamaica. 
Padfle  Coast: 

San  Francisco  to  Mexico 

*8an  Francisco  to  British  Colnmbia 

*Pnget  Sound  and  Alaska:  PortTownsend 

to  British  Colombia 

*  American   Express:    Bastport  to  New 

Brunawick 

1  Pacific  Mail  (inward) :  From  pursers  of 

United  States  vessels  to  San  Francisco 


Total 14,936,054 


6,527,105 
981,209 


3,044,520 

169,610 

323,515 
261,530 
148,300 

599,356 

2,877,648 

169,702 
2,100 

6,267 

8,528 
11, 508 

7,484 
735 

148.383 
46,109 

90,696 

10,220 

6,410 


14,302 
2,163 


6,718 

373 

718 
576 
816 

1,821 

6.242 

874 
4 

13 

18 

26 

16 

1 

827 
101 

199 


14 


32,923 


132, 886, 560 
11,323,234 

289,528 
24,067 

42,899,086 

94,694 

8,006,785 

4,946 

5,586,290 
810.434 
678,035 

18.817 
1,795 
1,275 

7,601,545 

16,893 

33,429.231 

73,711 

2.443.710 
6,6J3 

5,388 
14 

87,534 

193 

127,331 
83,341 
49,860 
23,867 

280 

183 

109 

52 

1.804,150 
3,558 

1,804 

7 

242,008,722 

528.066 

$46,048.13 
5,434.19 


81.288.00 

1,074.10 

130. 104. 00 

73,476.00 

607.83 

3,466.02 

14, 285. 26 

1.029.77 
8.78 

87.56 

52.54 

65.30 

35.20 

6.80 

841.76 
40.22 

167.83 

8.80 

12.82 

857,070.39 


Compenaation,  1  cent  a  letter. 


t  Compensation,  2  cents  a  letter. 
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REPORT  OF  THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


B. — Statement  shewing  the  net  weights  of  the  United  States  maiU  eanrejfed  and  (herakaad 
amount  of  compensation  received  iherefoTj  etc. — Continaed. 

VESSELS  OF  FOBEIGN  BEOISTBR. 
[See  note  (2)  ni  the  head  of  this  etateroent.] 


Name  of  line. 


Lamport  and  Holt :  New  York  to  Brasil  an<1  La  Plata  oonntriea. 
Kuoti'a  Prince:  New  York  to  Brasil  and  La  Plata  countriea.. 
Sloman'a  Brazil:  New  York  to  Brasil  and  La  Plata  oonntriea. 

Norton  A^Son:  New  York  to  La  Plata  oonntriea 

Booth:  New  York  to  Weat  Indies  and  Brasil 

Bed  Cross:  New  York  to  West  Indies  and  Brazil 

Quebeo :  New  York  to  West  Indies  and  Venezuela 

Trinidad  Shipping  and  Trading:  New  York  to  West  Indies 
and  Venezuela 

*  Boyal  Dntch  West  India  Mail:  New  York  to  West  Indies 
Mid  Venezuela 

Demerara:  New  York  to  West  Indies 

A.  D.  Strauss  ft  Co. :  New  York  to  West  Indies 

Atlaa-  New  York  to  Haiti,  Jamaica,  etc 

New  York  and  Haiti  Packet :  New  York  to  Haiti  and  Bahamas 
General  Transatlantic :  New  York  to  Haid,  Venezuela,  etc. . . . 

Quebec:  New  York  to  Bermuda 

New  York  and  Porto  Bico :  New  York  to  Paerto  Itico 

*  New  York  and  Cuba  Mail :  New  York  to  Bahamas 

Bahamas:  New  York  to  Bahamas 

Florida  East  Coast:  Palm  Beach  toBahamaa 

Boston  Fruit:  Boston  to  Jamaica 

New  York  and  Central  American :  New  York  to  Jamaica  and 

Central  America 

Suaker  Citv  Fruit :  Philadelphia  to  Jamaica 
uckman  Fruit:  Baltimore  to  Jamaica 

Earn:  Philadelphia  to  Cuba  and  West  Indies 

Spanish  Transatlantic:  New  York  to  Cuba,  Colombia,  etc.... 

Matina  Banana:  New  York  to  Costa  Bica 

Costa  Rica:  New  Orleans  to  Costa  Bica 

Central  American  and  Commercial:  New  Orleans  to  Costa 

Rica  and  Colombia 

Barranquilla:  New  Orleans  to  Colombia 

Wilson  &  Co.:  Mobile  to  Colombia 

Snyder  Banani^;  Mobile  to  Colombia 

Camera  &Co.:  Mobile  to  Colombia 

New  York  and  Nicaragua :  New  York  to  Nicaragua 

Weinberger:  New  Orleans  to  Nicaragua 

Caribbean  Banana:  New  Orleans  to  Nicaragua 

Bluefields  Banana :  New  Orleans  to  Nicaragua 

Blnefields  and  Rama :  New  Orleans  to  Nicaragua 

Hoadley's:  New  Orleans  to  Nicaraena 

Orr  &  Laubenheimer  Co.,  Limitea :  New  Orleans  to  British 

Honduras 

BelOrto:  New  Orleans  to  British  Honduras 

Royal  Mail:  New  Orleans  to  Central  America 

Red  Cross:  New  York  to  Newfoundland 

Allen :  Philadelphia  to  Newfoundland 

Black  Diamond:  Boston  to  Newfoundland 

Pacific  Mall :  San  Francisco  to  Colombia,  etc ^ . 

t  Yarmouth :  Boston  to  Nova  Scotia 

t  Canada  Atlantic  aod  Plant :  Boston  to  Nots  Scotia 

tA.  Booth  Packing:  Duluth  to  Canada 

Total 


XjaccevK 

Prints. 

Oompen- 
Bati«B. 

Qramt. 

-    Grams. 

1.538,302 

41,890,388 

|5,47!.B 

533.590 

16,753,910 

2,131.« 

235,924 

6,451,583 

7S3.7S 

494.253 

11,644,496 

1,SN.N 

454,090 

6,063,553 

1,0S184 

897.472 

4,507.975 

818.H 

906,410 

12,876.216 

tmu 

880,840 

6,266.660 

mM 

292,810 

8,683,946 

SSLB 

133,950 

2.176,968 

».8 

1,280 

1.23 

2,789,990 

60.625,083 

7,56&3f 

35,220 

361.825 

C7.n 

98,625 

1,164,645 

W.SI 

1,072.386 

10.272.150 

8,(HLU 

295,815 

1,670,000 

4416 

827,370 

4,088.265 

710.8 

3,150 

7,155 

3.71 

140,923 

1.855,974 

SUM 

440,078 

7,287,871 

1,127.W 

60,510 

800,620 

mm 

21,642 

875,858 

57.« 

12.785 

44,545 

1(64 

40,855 

773,110 

Uitt 

20,060 

886,^56 

46M 

15,075 

824,735 

18.8 

1,080,492 

98,784,827 

4,48140 

89,929 

410.871 

08.41 

3.940 

841,175 

UTS 

6,644 

113,894 

1(44 

8,598 

83.910 

(74 

452 

2.211 

.« 

71,000 

1,682.600 

230.8 

91,941 

1,482,791 

231.01 

88,098 

1,450,467 

235.H 

86,435 

8tf7,367 

00.8 

25,646 

828.732 

96.37 

23,861 

843,806 

SOL  10 

35,348 

117.219 

4S.fi 

84.838 

686.489 

0031 

21,258 

401,546 

00.  r 

60,750 

1,389.605 

81i43 

46,501 

728,885 

123.8 

640 

18,730 

1.7S 

19.809 

110,718 

20.8 

8,251,032 

11,860.266 

^-^S-S 

1.168,016 

9,857,823 

^'^'JS 

6,716 

14,566 

&8 

16,685,796 

246,910.883 

37.0148 

=:lbs.86,702 

=lbs.  644.438 

*  Settled  for  in  account  of  balances  due  foreign  ooimtrisi. 
t  Compensation,  1  cent  a  letter. 
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C.—Statemeni  ihowing  ths  net  weig\t9  of  the  clo$ed  maiU  of  foreign  origin  forwarded 
and  the  amouniepaid  5y  ikie  D^artmeni  to  ths  eieamere  which  conveyed  tkem  from  the 
United  StaUe. 

[CompenMtlon  al  the  rate  of  5  ftranes  per  kflogram  for  letters  and  poet  cards,  and  50  centimes  per 

kilogram  for  other  articles.] 

TRANSATLANTIC  SERVICE— NONCONTRACT. 


Nanie  of  line. 


Cnnard 

North  German  Lloyd 

White  Star 

Hamburg- American 

The  Internationa]  Navigation  Co 

Total  nonoomtraot  Transatlantic 


Letters. 


Orama. 
13,510,482 
8, 680, 624 
4, 706, 826 
2, 336, 776 
601,275 


28, 742, 983 
=lbs.  63,878 


Prints. 


Orams. 
44, 380, 267 
32, 370, 340 
19. 892, 567 
0.083.444 
1,904,403 


107,637,010 
=lbs.  237,340 


Compen- 
sation. 


$16, 304.  OO 

11, 404. 62 

6, 460. 76 

3, 180. 68 

764.00 


38,123.06 


IflSCELLAKEOUS  SEKVICE-NONCONTRACT. 


Panama  Railroad-SteAmship  Line 

*New  York  and  Cuba  Hail  (New  York  to  Bahamas). 

?aebec  Steamship  Co 
lorida  East  Coaat  Line 

New  York  and  Cuba  MaU  (New  York  to  Cuba) 

BedD : 

ClTde 

Karn 

Atlas 


(Canada.  Atlantic  and  Plant  Steamship  Co 

General  TranaatlaDiio  (New  York  to  Jamaics) 

Booth  Steamship  Co 

Red  Cmas 

Kew  York  and  Central  American  Steamsliip  Lino. 
Demerara  Steamship  Co 


Total  noncon tract  miacellaneous. 


Total  noncon  tract  service. 


802,447 

167. 130 

470 

46,817 

6,633 


4,116 


60 


20 


527,700 
lbs.    1,164 


20, 270. 683 
lbs.  04,542 


4. 346, 181 

8, 801, 088 

1,700,216 

052.430 

417,340 

370, 696 

201,400 

287,635 

80,650 

1,385 

18,500 

17,490 

12,190 

6,060 

1,180 


12, 443. 167 
lbs.    27,437 


120, 080, 167 
:lbs.  264,777 


711.27 

586. 86 

173.22 

137.09 

46.08 

86.76 

28.13 

22.93 

8.65 

4.10 

1.70 

1.60 

1.22 

.40 

.13 


1,710.01 


30, 833. 07 


CONTRACT  SERVICE. 


f  The  lulemational  Navigation  Co.  (transatlantic) 

I  Plant  Investtinent  Co.  (Tampa  to  Cuba) 

IRedD 

t  New  York  and  Cuba  Mall  (New  York  to  Cuba) . . . . 

Total  contract  service 

A«greg»t« 


13,640,704 

1, 012, 446 

147, 770 

60,265 


16, 660. 184 
lbs.  34,631 


44, 930. 867 
lbs.  00,073 


72, 238, 030 

73,462.195 

2,213,542 

2,634,070 


150,448,765 
=  lb8.  331,730 


270,  628, 822 
lbs.  506,516 


139.833. 97 


*  Settled  for  in  account  of  balances  due  foreign  conntrioB. 

f  Conveyed  by  vessels  under  contract  with  tliis  Department,  and  without  sdditional  cost. 


COST  OF  THE  SEBYTOE. 

Tlie  sums  required  to  be  paid  on  account  of  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  dispatched  to  and  received  from  foreign  countries  by  sea  during 
the  fiscal  year  amounted  to  $1,737,975.80;  which  included  (1)  the  amounts 
credited  in  the  general  x)ostal  accounts  to  foreign  governments  for  the 
conveyance  of  United  States  mails  by  steamers  subsidized  by  said 
governments,  as  follows: 

To  France,  for  Bervices  of  steamers  of  the  General  Transatlantic  Line 
from  New  York  to  Havre $35,856.23 

To  Belginm,  for  services  of  steamers  of  the  Red  Star  Line  from  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  to  Antwerp 11.10 
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To  the  Netherlands,  for  services  of  steamers  of  the  Holland- 
America  Line  from  New  York  to  Amsterdam  and  Rotterdam.  $163.90 

And  for  services  of  steamers  of  the  Royal  Dutch  West  India 
Mail  from  New  York  to  the  West  Indies 531.92 


IGB5.83 

To  the  Bahamas,  for  services  of  steamers  of  the  New  York  and  Caha 
Mail  Steamship  Company  from  New  York  to  Nassau,  New  Providence.  710.23 

(2)  The  snm  paid  to  the  Panama  Railroad  Company  for  transporting 
hy  railway  from  Colon  to  Panama,  the  United  States  mails  for  the  west 

coast  of  Central  and  Sonth  America 20, 333.53 

(3)  The  cost  of  snstaining  sea  post-offices  on  the  fast  steamers  of  the 
North  German  Lloyd  and  Hamburg- American  Packet  companies,  and 
the  United  States  registered  steamers  of  the  International  Naviga- 
tion Company 36^297.87 

This  sum  of  $1,737,975.80  was  distributed  as  follows,  viz: 

Transatlantic  service: 

Vessels  of  United  States  register — 

Contract  service $757,680.00 

Noncontract  service 8, 621. 46 

$766, 301. 46 


Vessels  of  foreign  register 339,974.96 

Transpacific  service : 

Vessels  of  United  States  register Ift4, 402. 37 

Vessels  of  foreign  register 14,730.33 

Miscollaneons  service  (Canada,  Mexico,  Central  and  Sonth 
America,  and  the  West  India  Islands) : 
Vessels  of  United  States  register — 

Contract  service $284,868.00 

Noncontract  service 73, 102. 39 

357,970.39 

Vessels  of  foreign  register 37,964.89 


1,106, 27a  42 


179,132.70 


395,  m  28 


The  Panama  Railroad  Company. ..- 20,333.53 

The  sea  post-office  service 36,297.87 

Total I,737,jr75.80 

To  this  mnst  he  added,  in  order  to  show  the  total  cost  of  the  service, 
the  following  items,  viz: 

Amoniit  paid  for  the  sea  conveyance  from  the  United  States  of  closed 

mails  of  foreign  origin 44,716.53 

Amonnt  paid  to  foreign  countries  for  the  intermediary  transit  of  closed 

mails  of  United  States  origin 239,791.85 

For  open  mail  matter  of  United  States  origin 23,iM46 

The  exponae  of  the  United  States  Postal  Agency  at  Shanghai 1,975.77 

And  this  Department's  share  of  maintaining  the  International  Bnreau 
at  Berne,  Switzerland,  including  snhscription  to  the  Journal  L' Union 

Postale,  and  the  Uni versal  Di ctionary  oi  Post-Offices 757. 12 

Making  the  aggregate  cost  of  the  service 2,019,199.53 

From  this  aggregate  must  he  deducted  the  amounts 
received  hy  this  Department  for  the  intermediary  tran- 
sit of  closed  mails  of  foreign  origin $197, 572. 97 

For  the  intermediary  transit  of  open-mail  matter  of  for* 

eign  origin 52, 810. 03 

For  services  of  United  States  contract  steamers  in  convey- 
ing ( 'uhan  mails  from  Havana,  Cnha,  to  Tampa,  Fla 6, 089. 34 

And  the  receipts  at  the  United  States  Postal  Agenoy  at 
Shanghai,  viz: 

Postage  stamps  sold  and  postage  collected \        ^  --^  —- 

Box  rents  collected J        ^'^*^-  '' 

258,029.11 

Leaving  the  actnal  net  cost  of  the  service 1, 791, 170.42 

From  the  postmasters'  rei)ort8,  which  form  the  basis  of  Statement  D^ 
it  appears  that  of  the  aggregate  sum  of  $3,358,437.65,  estimated  in 
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d  statement  to  have  been  received  by  this  Department  as  postage  on 
icles  exchanged  with  all  foreign  countries,  the  postage  collected  on 
)  articles  exchanged  with  foreign  countries  other  than  Canada  and 
xico  amounted  to  $2,513,372.81,  or  $722,202.39  more  than  the  net 
it  of  the  service,  exclusive  of  the  cost  of  transporting  the  articles 
sween  the  United  States  exchange  post-ofOlces  and  the  United  States 
it- offices  at  which  they  were  mailed  or  delivered. 
The  amount  of  postage  estimated  to  have  been  collected  during  the 
^r,  as  above  stated,  is  only  an  estimatej  but  it  is  based  upon  the 
cant  actually  collected  on  articles  exchanged  during  the  first  seven 
ys  of  October  and  April  last,  and  consequently  may  be  accepted  as 
proximately  correct;  so  that  it  may  safely  be  assumed  that,  even 
er  adding  the  'expense  of  transporting  the  articles  between  the 
lited  States  exchange  offices  and  the  offices  of  mailing  or  delivery  in 
is  country,  of  which  this  office  has  no  data  upon  which  to  base  an  intel- 
:ent  estimate,  the  postage  collected  in  the  United  States  largely  exceeds 
e  gross  expense  incurred  by  this  Department  in  connection  with  the 
uls  exchanged  with  foreign  countries. 

ESTIMATE  FOB  THE  FISCAL  TEAR  1898-99. 

The  amounts  estimated  as  necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fiscal 
^ar  ending  June  30,  1899,  are  as  follows,  viz : 

>r  the  Bea  tTansportation  of  the  mails,  inclnding  forei^  closed  mailSy 
the  railway  transit  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panamai  the  cost  of  main- 
taining the  United  8tat«s  Postal  Agency  at  Shanghai,  and  contingen- 
cies, including  casualties $1, 735, 660 

>r  additional  compensation  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  for 
transporting  mails  from  San  Francisco  to  Hawaii  and  Australasia....  80,000 

[>r  the  expense  of  maintaining  18  sea  post-offices  on  steamers  plying 

between  New  York  and  Southampton,  Bremen,  and  Hamburg 45, 600 

»r  transfer  service  in  New  York  Harbor,  and  to  and  from  the  transfer 

boat 40,000 

Total  on  account  of  transportation 1, 901,260 

or  balances  due  foreign  countries,  including  the  United  States'  share  of 
the  expenses  of  the  International  Bureau  of  the  Universal  Postal  Union, 
and  for  this  Department's  annual  sabscription  for  the  monthly  journal 
(L'Union  Postalc)  and  the  Universal  Dictionary  of  Post-Offices,  pub- 
lished by  that  Bureau,  and  for  contingencies 142, 000 

Aggregate 2,043,260 

The  foregoing  estimate  is  based  upon  the  known  cost  of  the  contract 
3ean  mail  service  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1891 ,  as  deter- 
lined  by  the  terms  of  the  contracts  fully  executed  prior  to  the  date  of 
lis  rex>ort,  and  upon  the  percentage  of  increase  of  the  other  items  of 
asiness  of  this  fiscal  year  over  similar  items  of  the  fiscal  year  euded 
one  30, 1897,  as  follows,  viz: 

CONTRACT  SKRVICB. 

oate  No.  36,  "O.  M.  8.,"  New  York  to  La  Gnayra,  36  trips,  of 

2,258  miles=81,288  statute  miles,  at$l $81,288 

onte  No.  57,  **0.  M.  8.,"  New  York  to  Southampton,  52  trips 

of  3,641  miles  =  189.332  statute  miles,  at  $4 757,328 

Dute  No.  69,  "O.  M.  8.,"  New  York  to  Tnxpam,  52  trips  of  2,502 

mi]es  =  130,10i  statute  miles,  at  $1 130,104 

oute  No.  70,  "O.  M.  8.,''  New  York  to  Havana,  52  trips  of  1,413 
miles=73,476  statute  miles,  at  $1 73,476 

Total  contract  service $1,042,196 
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Vessels  of  United  States  register  not  nnder  contract  (10  per  cent  increase) .  $182, 239 
Additional  compensation  to  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Hawaii  and  Australasia 80,000 

Vessels  of  foreign  register  (10  per  cent  increase) 441,409 

One -half  the  cost  ot  maintaining  18  sea  post-offices,  152  roond  trips,  at 

$300  per  trip 45,600 

Transfer  service  in  New  York  Harbor 40,000 

For  transporting  foreign  closed  mails  (10  per  cent  increase) 43, 817 

Panama  Railroad  Company  ( 10  per  cent  increase) 22, 367 

Expense  of  Postal  Agency  at  Shanghai  (10  per  cent  increase) 2, 176 

For  contingencies,  inclading  casnalties 1,456 

Total  on  account  of  transportation  of  mails 1, 901, 260 

The  ''Balances  due  foreign  countries''  are  for  expenses  incurred 
in  the  intermediary  transportation  of  international  mails,  and 
are  determined  by  statistics  taken  during  a  period  of  twenty- 
eight  days  once  every  three  years.  The  expenses  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899,  are  determined  by  the  statis- 
tics taken  in  May,  1896;  but  as  the  result  of  those  statistics 
is  not  yet  fully  known  the  statistics  of  November,  1893,  have 
beeu  taken  as  a  basis  for  this  estimate,  from  which  it  appears 
that  the  annual  charge  against  this  Department  will  proba- 
bly be $140,400 

For  tbo  United  States'  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  International 
Bureau  of  the  Universal  Postal  Union,  including  this  Depart- 
ment's subscription  to  the  monthly  ioarnal  (1/ Union  Postale) 

and  for  the  Universal  Dictionary  or  Post-Officee . . .  ^ 1, 000 

For  contingencies,  including  casualties 600 

Total  on  account  of  balances  due  foreign  countries 142, 000 

Total  estimate 2,048,260 

The  particulars  given  in  the  following  statement  (D)  are  based  upon 
the  actual  operations  of  the  United  States  exchange  x>08t-offices  dnrlDg 
one  week  in  the  months  of  October,  1896,  and  April,  1897,  resi>ectiyelyt 
the  figures  in  the  statement  being  obtained  by  multiplying  the  resalts 
of  each  week's  operations  by  26  to  find  the  operations  of  fifty-two 
weeks,  or  one  year. 

The  data  thus  obtained  can  not  be  considered  as  accurate,  but  it  may 
be  assumed  to  be  approximately  correct,  and  furnishes  the  only  infor- 
mation attainable  relative  to  the  amount  collected  as  United  States 
postage  on  the  articles  contained  in  the  mails  for  and  i^m  foreign 
countries.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  articles  seot 
to  and  received  from  Canada  and  Mexico  overland,  and  the  postage 
collected  thereon,  are  embraced  in  the  figures  given  in  Statement  D, 
while  the  weights  of  the  mails  dispatched  and  the  cost  of  the  service, 
as  heretofore  stated,  do  not  include  the  weights  of  these  overland  mails 
nor  the  cost  of  their  overland  transportation. 
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K — Estimate  of  the  number  of  arliclet  exchanged  %cith  all  foreign  countries  (including 
Mexico  and  Canada  by  rail  and  sea)  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897,  based 
upon  the  count  of  such  matter  exchanged  during  seven  days  of  October ,  1896,  and  seven  days 
of  April,  1897,  as  made  at  United  States  exchanging  post-offices  pursuant  to  the  Postmaster- 
GeneraVs  order  of  August  7, 1895,  and  the  amount  of  postage  estimated  to  have  been 
received  thereon. 


'repaid  letters 

npaid  and  short-paid  letters.. 

'qbIaI  card  • 

*o«tjJ  cards  with  paid  reply. . . 

knides  of  printea  matter 

knnmercial  papers 

'ackafpes  of  samples  of  mer- 
chandise   

otters  free  of  postace 

>Uier  articles  iroe  of  postage. . 

lecifttered  letters ».. 

•ther  articles  registered 

Total 

■emands  for  return  receipts. . . 
ostage  prepaid  ou— 

Letters 

Postal  cards 

Other  articles  ^ 

oatage  due  on — 

I.«etter8 

Other  articles 


Sent. 


59, 0e2. 562 

1,070.689 

2, 7M,  196 

38.917 

61, 529. 564 

467.958 

911,276 
100.905 

48,266 
1,139,864 

99,072 


127, 329, 269 


23,859 

$2, 313, 443. 59 
34, 575. 87 
761,175.35 

52,047.82 
3,521.00 


Received. 


45,446,452 

2,203,025 

8, 159, 560 

10, 022 

89, 192, 571 

302,666 

1, 046. 713 

186,332 

14, 914 

989,726 

193,388 


93. 345, 869 


47,226 


^245,290.09 
3, 962. 75 


Total. 


104,609.014 

3, 273, 754 

5, 953,  756 

48, 939 

100.722,135 

770,624 

2,557,989 

353,237 

63,180 

2, 129, 590 
292,460 


220, 674, 638 


71,085 

12,313,443.59 
84,  575. 87 
761,176.35 

297,387.91 
7,473.76 


Excess  of 
sent  over 
received. 


18. 616, 110 


28,895 

22, 830,  993 

165, 292 


:»,  352 
150,138 


86, 330, 780 


Excess  of 

received 

over  sent. 


1,132,330 
365,864 


735, 437 
10, 427 


94,816 


23.367 


$193, 242. 27 
481.75 


KofTS.— Total  postage  collected  on  articles  sent  and  received,  $3,858,487.66. 

The  rale  nnder  which  the  mails  for  Transatlantic  destination  have 
)r  many  years  been  assigned  to  the  fastest  vessel  available  for  their 
[>nveyauce  -that  is  to  say,  in  the  case  of  two  steamers  leaving  New 
ork  for  Great  Britain  at  or  about  the  same  time,  the  mails  were 
Bsigned  to  the  steamer  which,  according  to  the  record  of  its  three  voy- 
gcB  just  preceding  the  assignment,  delivered  the  mails  in  the  short- 
st  time  in  London — has  not  been  rigidly  adhered  to  during  the  year 
i8t  closed,  preference  having  been  given  to  vessels  flying  the  flag  of 
he  United  States. 


y 
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•  A  record  of  the  speed  of  the  steamers  to  which  the  mails  for  Traos- 
atlantic  destinations  were  assigned  has^  however^  been  kept,  a  sammtfy 
of  which  appears  in  the  statement  (E)  following: 

E. — SiaUimtinX  ihotoing  the  number  of  tripe  nuideper  quarter  and  year,  the  average  upper- 
ent  time  (in  houre)  of  the  tripe,  and  the  guiekeet  trip  made  by  each  eteamer  of  ihe  Tnuo- 
atlantio  eteamehip  companiee  in.  conveying  the  United  Statre  mails  from  liew  York  it 
London  and  to  Paris  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897,  as  ehown  by  the  reesriM 
of  this  Office.  ( The  number  of  houre  stated  does  not  indicate  the  time  consumed  in  the 9m 
voyage  only,  but  the  period  elapsing  between  the  actual  receipt  of  the  mails  at  the  pott- 
office  in  New  York  and  their  delivery  at  the  post-office  in  London  or  Paris.) 
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General  Transatlantic  (New 
York  to  Paris  via  Havre) : 
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*  Delayed  on  trip  from  Now  York  October  7, 1896  (about  3|  days),  by  broken  shafL 

t  Delayed  on  trip  fh>m  New  York  January  13, 1897  (about  2|  days),  oy  broken  screw  thronghooitw 
trip. 

X  Delayed  on  trip  ttom  New  York  February  2, 1897  (about  8  days),  by  terrific  galea  for  6  di^  •*< 
fog  in  English  Channel. 

f  Delayed  on  trip  firom  New  York  June  36, 1897  (about  6|  days),  by  broken  ahaffc. 
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THE  UNIYEBSAL  POSTAL  UNION. 

There  has  been  no  actual  extension  of  the  territory  of  the  Union 
during  the  year;  although  the  Orange  Free  State  and  Korea  have 
announced  that  they  will  adhere  to  the  Convention  of  Vienna  in  the  near 
fature,  and  China  has  announced  its  intention  to  adhere  to  the  Conven- 
tion of  Washington. 

The  fifth  Universal  Postal  Congress  opened  its  sessions  in  this  city 
on  the  5th  of  May  and  closed  them  on  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 

Fifty-six  (56)  countries  with  their  colonies  were  represented  by  one 
handred  and  two  (102)  delegates  and  attaches  actually  present.  The 
clerical  force  of  the  International  Bureau,  consisting  of  three  (3)  persons, 
were  also  present  and  acted  as  secretaries,  so  that  the  Congress  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  five  (105)  persons  in  all. 

The  work  of  the  Congress  consisted  of  the  negotiation  and  conclusion 
of  Conventions  and  Arrangements  to  supersede  the  Conventions  and 
Arrangements  signed  in  Vienna  on  the  4th  of  July,  1891,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  Begulations  of  detail  and  order  for  their  execution.  The  Con- 
ventions and  Arrangements  of  Vienna  formed  the  basis  of  the  work  of 
the  Congress,  so  that  the  Conventions  and  Arrangements  concluded  by 
the  Congress  of  Washington  are  practically  revisions  of  the  Conventions 
and  Arrangements  negotiated  by  the  Congress  of  Vienna. 

The  Conventions  and  Arrangements  above  referred  to  are  as  follows, 
viz: 

(1)  The  Universal  Postal  Convention  (governing  the  exchange  of 
mails  generally). 

(2)  Arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  articles  bearing  a  declaration 
of  their  value. 

(3)  Arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  Money  Orders. 

(4)  Convention  for  the  exchange  of  <<  Parcels." 

(6)  Arrangement  for  a  collection  (C.  O.  D.)  service. 

(6)  Arrangement  for  the  use  of  "Books  of  Identity." 

(7)  Arrangement  for  subscription  at  post-offices  to  periodical  publi- 
cations. 

The  preliminary  consideration  of  these  matters  was  assigned  to  three 
(3)  committees,  as  follows,  viz:  To  the  first  committee — the  principal 
Convention  (1);  to  the  second  committee— declared  values  (2),  parcels 
posts  (4),  books  of  identity  (6);  to  the  third  committee — money  orders 
(3),  collections  (5),  subscriptions  (7). 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  were  assigned  to  duty  on  each  of 
the  three  committees,  but  as  this  Department  is  a  party  to  the  princi- 
pal convention  only,  this  report — so  far  as  the  action  of  the  Congress  is 
concerned — will  be  confined  to  the  action  upon  the  principal  Conven- 
tion. In  connection  with  that  Convention,  only  two  questions  of  impor- 
tance presented  themselves  for  solution,  viz:  First,  the  modification 
of  the  existing  intermediary  transit  rates — that  is  to  say,  the  charges 
to  be  paid  by  the  country  which  makes  up  a  mail  for  another  country, 
to  every  other  country  which  furnishes  territorial  or  maritime  convey- 
ance for  said  mail  in  its  transit  from  the  country  of  origin  to  the  coun- 
try of  destination;  and  second,  so  arranging  that  China,  Korea,  and 
the  Orange  Free  State — the  only  countries  then  outside  of  the  Postal 
Union — might  be  induced  to  enter  the  Union. 

The  second  question  was  soon  settled,  with  the  result  that  when  the 
Convention  of  Washington  takes  effect  all  of  the  three  countries  named 
will  have  adhered  to  its  provisions,  so  that  the  Postal  IJnion  will  be  in 
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fact  as  well  as  in  name  a  ^  Universal  Postal  Onion,"  embracing  every 
organized  government  of  the  world. 

The  first  question,  however,  gave  rise  to  prolonged  and  earnest  di&- 
cussion  on  accoant  of  the  divergent  views  held  by  the  delegates  of  the 
various  countries. 

Some  of  the  countries  favored  the  entire  abolition  of  intermediary 
transit  rates — so  that  each  country  should  carry  through  its  services 
the  mails  of  every  other  country  free  of  charge;  others  advocated  the 
maintenance  of  the  statu  quo;  while  still  others,  and  a  large  majority  of 
the  whole,  demanded  a  substantial  reduction  of  the  current  rates.  The 
question  of  the  transit  rates  was  a  burning  one  because  of  the  diversity 
of  interests  represented — ^the  countries  that  furnish  most  of  the  transit 
to  their  pecuniary  benefit  being  interested  in  maintaining  the  present 
rates,  while  the  countries  which  furnish  little  or  no  transit,  but  whose 
mails  are  transported  by  other  countries,  contending  either  for  the  aboli- 
tion or  a  radical  reduction  of  the  rates. 

Moreover,  the  current  methods  for  settling  transit  accounts  are  com- 
bersome  and  unsatisfactory  to  all,  and  the  whole  question  of  the  inter- 
mediary transit  required  a  solution  of  a  radical  nature. 

The  question  was  first  considered  by  the  entire  '-First  Committee," 
but  after  some  discussion  was  referred  to  a  subcommittee  upon  whose 
report  a  solution  was  arrived  at  which  was  accepted  by  the  Congress 
as  a  satisfactory  compromise,  and  under  which  the  territorial  rate  is 
reduced  on  a  sliding  scale  from  5  to  15  per  cent  during  a  period  of  six 
years,  and  the  maritime  rate  upon  the  same  principle  from  7  to  33  per 
cent;  while  the  rates  are  in  fact  still  further  reduced  by  the  require- 
ment that  the  weights  of  the  mails  dispatched  during  the  year  1896,  as 
shown  by  the  statistics  taken  in  May,  1896,  shall  serve  as  the  basis  for 
the  settlement  of  the  transit  accounts  until  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Postal  Congress  (in  the  year  1904),  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there 
is  an  average  annual  increase  of  about  10  per  cent  in  the  weight  of  the 
mails. 

The  other  modifications  made  by  the  Congress  were  principally  in 
matters  of  detail  to  facilitate  the  settlement  of  international  postal 
accounts  and  the  handling  of  the  international  mails,  which  have  been 
shown  to  be  advisable  by  the  general  experience  during  the  period  of 
six  years  which  has  elapsed  between  the  Congress  of  Vienna  and  the 
Congress  of  Washington. 

The  following  are,  however,  matters  of  general  interest  or  importance 
which  it  may  be  well  to  mention,  viz: 

(1)  The  limit  of  weight  of  ^^samples  of  merchandise"  is  increased  from 
250  grams  (8J  ounces)  to  350  grams  (12  ounces);  although  any  coautry 
may  adopt  the  lower  limit. 

^2)  Postage  stamps  are  to  be  printed  as  soon  as  practicable  in  the 
following  colors,  viz:  5cent,  dark  blue;  2-cent,  red;  1-cent,  green. 

(3)  Postal  cards  issued  by  private  parties  are  admitted  to  interna- 
tional mails,  provided  they  conform  to  certain  prescribed  conditious. 
They  may  have  pictures  printed  on  their  face. 

(4)  Natural- history  specimens  are  admitted  at  the  rate  and  under 
the  conditions  applicable  to  '^samples  of  merchandise." 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  '*  Universal  Postal  Con- 
vention of  Washington''  does  not  take  effect  until  the  Ist  of  January, 
1899,  and  consequently  that  none  of  the  changes  hereinbefore  noted 
are  operative  before  that  date. 

The  first  session  of  the  Congress  was  held  on  the  5th  of  May,  the 
United  States  delegation  present  consisting  of  Gen.  George  S.  Batch- 


FOREIGN  MAILS — POSTAL  CONGRESS  OF  WASHINGTON.        559 

eller,  Mr.  Edward  Rosewater,  Mr.  James  K.  Tyner,  Gapt.  K.  M.  Brooks, 
and  Mr.  A.  D.  Hazen  as  delegates,  and  Col.  Charles  Obaill6Long  and 
Mr.  Robert  S.  Hatcher  as  secretaries  to  the  delegates. 

PosttDaster-General  Gary  delivered  the  following  address  of  welcome 
Id  formally  opening  the  Gougress,  viz: 

Gkntlkmkn  :  I  tender  you  a  hearty  greetine  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  welcome  yon  to  the  capital  of  this  great  and  growing  nation. 

Whatever  conduces  to  the  spread  of  intelligence,  the  encouragement  of  the  art«  of 
peace,  the  enlightenment  of  the  people  of  all  countries,  the  extension  of  commerce 
ind  the  consequent  cementing  of  fraternal  ties  hetween  the  nations,  meets  with  the 
:ommendation  of  the  people  in  whose  hehalf  I  extend  this  welcome. 

You  come  as  the  messengers  of  peace  and  good  will,  as  the  visible  embodiment  of 
iDteruatioual  comity,  as  the  advocates  of  international  commerce,  as  the  hearers  of 
Hendly  messages  between  conminnities  widely  separated  yet  closely  united ;  and  I 
lalute  you  as  the  representatives  of  advanced  and  advancing  civilization. 

Before  you  depart  for  your  respective  homes  we  hope  to  bring  yon  into  closer 
ommanication  with  our  people,  among  whom  yon  will  find  the  former  citizens  and 
nbjects  of  all  the  nations  ot  the  earth  and  their  descendants.  Scarcely  a  delegate 
I  here  to-day  who  may  not  receive  a  cordial  and  hospitable  welcome  from  natives 
f  his  own  country,  and  some  of  yon  may  find  your  own  countrymen  almost  as  nnmer- 
ns  as  yon  left  at  home. 

We  desire  also  that  yon  may  bear  away  with  you  a  more  complete  knowledge  of 
ur  domain,  which  extends  across  a  continent  3,000  miles,  embracing  almost  every 
ariety  of  climate;  of  a  country  of  boundless  resources,  of  infinite  fertility,  of 
aried  manufacturing  interests,  and  containing  a  prosperous  and  happv  nopulation 
f  over  70,000,000  of  people.  We  want  to  afford  you  an  object  lesson  or  the  marvel- 
as  ^owth  of  communities,  founded  mainly  during  the  past  century,  which  support 
postal  system  comprising  more  than  70,000  offices  and  200,000  employees,  supplying 
lails  for  and  dispatching  them  over  170,000  miles  of  railroad,  12,000  miles  or  stcam- 
oat  service,  and  by  other  minor  routes  of  service,  aggregating  in  all  460,000  miles 
f  poet  routes,  and  handling  a  total,  in  the  year  1896,  of  5,693,719, 615  pieces  of  mail 
latter.  Thus  we  place  even  the  small  and  remote  communities  in  direct  communica- 
iou  with  one  another  by  means  of  postal  facilities.  By  carrying  back  to  your 
lomes  the  knowledge  that  all  these  millions  of  people  are  anxious  to  establish  the 
losest  social  and  business  relations  with  each  of  the  countries  you  represent,  you 
rill  convey  some  idea  of  the  value  of  the  maintenance  and  perfection  of  the  system 
OQ  have  met  to  promote. 

It  is  quite  appropriate  that  this,  the  fifth  Congress  of  the  International  Postal 
Jnion,  should  be  held  in  the  United  States,  and  at  the  capital  of  our  nation,  for  it 
iraa  here  that  the  suggestion  creating  this  body  originatea. 

Postmaster-General  Blair,  on  August  4,  1862,  in  a  communication  addressed  to 
ifr.  Seward,  then  Secretary  of  State,  proposed  an  international  conference  of  postal 
lele^tes  to  recommend  measures  looking  to  the  revision,  simplification,  and  uni- 
formity of  its  international  postal  arrangements ;  and  the  Department  of  State  sub- 
nitted  the  proposition  to  the  Governments  of  a  great  number  of  countries.  Favor- 
ible  responses  were  received,  and  at  Paris,  on  the  second  Monday  of  the  following 
May,  the  first  international  conference  assembled,  composed  of  representatives  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  Austria,  Belgium,  Costa  Rica,  Denmark,  Spain,  France, 
Qreat  Britain,  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Portugal,  Prussia,  the  Hawaiian  Islands, 
Switzerland,  and  the  Hanseatic  cities. 

Out  of  this  idea  of  an  international  conference  grew^he  larger  idea  of  a  perma- 
nent Universal  Postal  Union,  and  the  first  Congress  of  this  Union  met  in  the  hall  of 
the  National  SSenate  of  Switzerland  in  September  1874.  The  treaty  creating  this 
Union  went  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  July,  1875. 

In  congratulating  our  Government  and  our  people  upon  being  the  host  of  this, 

robably  the  most  representative  body  of  all  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth  that 

as  ever  assembled,  I  can,  therefore,  express  our  profound  pride  that  the  idea  creat- 
ing this  Union  originated  with  ns.  The  Universal  Postal  Union  is  young  in  years, 
but  phenomenal  in  success  and  achievements.  It  is  the  outgrowth  of  separate  trea- 
ties between  different  national  organizations,  each  compact  differing  in  some  essen- 
tial respects  from  all  others. 

Only  twenty-three  years  ago,  in  the  city  of  Beme^  at  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  the 
delegates  from  a  little  number  of  countries  met  and  laid,  deep  and  solid,  the  fouuda- 
tions  of  this  Union.  The  founders  of  the  institution  are  fast  passing  away ;  only  a 
few  remain  on  this  side  of  the  boundaries  of  time  who  have  personal  recollections 
>f  its  inanguration,  and  soon  there  will  be  left  only  the  scattered  and  incomplete 
records  of  the  different  Administrations  to  tell  the  story  of  how  one  of  the  grandest 
irojeots  of  the  century  was  conceived  and  bom. 
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* 

We  are  rapidly  approachiog  the  realisation  of  the  dream  which  was  onUined  in 
the  coloeeal  enterprise,  for  there  Ib  reason  to  believe  that  by  the  time  this  CongreM 
adjoarns  the  sun  will  not  rise  apon  a  civilized  people  nor  set  upon  an  organized  goY- 
emment  which  is  not  included  in  the  wise  and  beneficent  Jurisdiction  of  tne  UnivexMl 
Postal  Union. 

Thus  you  meet  under  happy  auspices.  Bepresentatives  from  countries  not  in  the 
Union,  those  from  China  and  Korea,  are  present  and  ready  to  join  your  brotherhood^ 
participate  in  your  deliberations,  and  become  coworkers  with  yon.  Would  Uiat  the 
representatives  of  the  several  governments  which  constltutea  the  component  parta 
of  the  infant  Union,  the  men  whose  genius  shines  through  every  written  page  of 
your  early  history,  and  whose  influence  is  everywhere  visible  in  the  beneficent  labon 
of  their  successors,  could  be  present  to  enjoy  the  ahnost  full  fruition  of  their  hopoi 
and  aspirations ! 

Most  of  them  have  crossed  the  dark  river  and  now  rest  under  the  shade  of  the  other 
shore.  Since  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  official  notices  of  the  death  of  some  of  its 
honored  members  have  been  sent  out  by  the  International  Bureau  at  Bem»— toeh 
conspicuous  names  as  Hofstede,  Director-General  of  Posts  and  Telegraphs  of  the 
Netherlands;  of  Lund,  the  late  Director-General  of  the  Posts  of  Denmark;  of  Sir 
Arthur  Blackwood,  Secretary  of  the  General  Post-Office  at  London ;  of  £ngene  Borel, 
the  accurate,  scholarly,  accomplished,  and  efficient  Director  of  the  lutematioDsl 
Bureau  at  Berne,  and  of  Dr.  Von  Stephan,  the  Director  of  the  Imperial  Posts  of 
Germany,  a  man  of  wide  learning  and  wisdom  and  exceptional  mental  resources,  the 
Bismarck  of  the  poet. 

Thus  briefly  alluding  to  the  virtues  of  your  former  colaborers  and  friends,  I  am 
tempted  to  quote  from  the  touching  tribute  paid  by  Dr.  Von  Stephan  at  the  opening 
meeting  of  the  Vienna  Congress  to  those  or  his  former  associates  whose  death  hsd 
just  been  announced: 

''Gentlemen,''  said  he,  ''at  the  moment  we  are  about  to  inaugurate  our  labori} 
permit  me  to  follow  a  sacred  usage  in  calling  to  mind  the  names  of  our  fellow- 
laborers  and  friends  who,  since  the  Congress  of  Lisbon,  have  by  the  inscrutable 
decree  of  Providence  passed  beyond  the  confines  of  this  life."  Then,  after  a  brief 
eulogy  of  the  honored  dead,  he  closed  with  the  suggestion,  "on  their  tombs  let  as 
lay  the  wreath  of  remembrance  and  friendship." 

So,  let  us  bring  to-day  to  his  grave  and  to  the  graves  of  those  whom  he,  too,  woald 
have  delighted  to  honor,  the  fragrance  of  friendship,  the  remembrances  of  their 
lives  crowned  by  useful  deeds.  J^rtunate  it  is  that  m  the  practical  affairs  of  life 
no  man  or  group  of  men  is  indispensable  to  the  accomplishment  of  great  reforms. 
Men  die,  but  genius  survives.  The  deeds  of  brave  ana  successful  workers  oatliTe 
them.  Those  to  whom  I  have  referred  have  left  a  precious  legacy  of  difficaltiei 
overcome,  of  obstructions  removed  from  the  path  of^  postal  progress  and  refomis, 
and  have  surveyed  and  made  straight  the  highways  upon  which  you  are  to  travelin 
reaching  the  goal  they  set  up  for  your  ambition.  They  have  made  your  work 
lighter.  They  conceived,  and  left  you  to  execute.  I  doubt  not  that  you  will  enter 
upon  the  task  cheered  by  the  prospects  that  your  successes  will  be  the  consununs- 
tion  of  their  designs. 

Some  important  questions  will  be  brought  to  your  attention  which  are  not  likely 
to  be  decided  by  unanimous  vote;  some  powerful  Governments  will  propose  modifi- 
cations of  the  treaty  of  Vienna  relatiugto  the  reduction  of  transit  rates.  Othen 
will  ask  to  have  such  rates  abolished.  The  question  of  reducing  the  rates  of  inter- 
national postage  will  come  before  you.  To  tne  consideration  of  these  grave  propo- 
sitions I  invite  your  careful  attention,  confident  that  your  decision  thereon,  as  well 
as  on  the  other  subjects,  will  be  wise  and  profitable  for  all  the  oountries  concerned. 

Again  welcoming  you  to  this  capital,  wishing  for  each  of  you  a  pleasant  sojooni 
among  us  and  a  safe  return  iSoyoxa  homes  at  the  conclusion  of  a  profitable  seseioa, 
I  declare  the  fifth  Congress  of  the  Universal  Postal  Union  opened,  and  ask  yoa  to 
organize  by  nominating  a  president  to  conduct  your  deliberations. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  Postmaster-Geueral's  address — which 
was  responded  to  by  Mr.  Delessert,  of  Switzerland ;  Mr.  Fritsch,  of  Ger- 
many, and  Dr.  Neubauer,  of  Austria — General  Batcheller  was  elected 
President  of  the  Congress;  Mr.  Ed  Hohn,  Director  of  the  Internaticnai 
Bureau,  was  elected  vice-president,  and  Messrs.  GaUe,  Wendling, 
Krains,  of  the  International  Bureau,  Oolonel  Chaill^-Long,  and  Ur. 
Hatcher  were  elected  secretaries. 

The  final  session  was  held  on  the  15th  of  June,  when  the  <^  Universal 
Postal  Oonvention"  of  Washington  and  the  other  Conventions  and 
Arrangements  concluded  by  the  Congress  were  signed  by  the  duly 
accredited  delegates,  and  the  World's  Postal  Congress  of  Washington 
passed  into  history. 
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The  work  of  preparing  for  the  Oongress  commenced  on  the  20th  of 
October,  1896,  when  the  Postmaster-General  requested  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  formally  invite,  through  the  diplomatic  channel,  each  country 
of  the  world  to  be  represented  in  the  Congress,  and  to  furnish  as  soon 
as  possible  the  name  and  address  of  its  delegate.  And  later  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was  asked  to  arrange  that  the  usual  courtesies  be 
extended  to  the  delegates  arriving  from  abroad,  so  that  their  baggage 
should  not  be  subjected  to  inspection  by  customs  officers. 

Then  came  the  question  of  supplying  a  meeting  place.  There  was 
not  a  suitable  building  in  the  city  in  which  the  Congress  could  be  con- 
veniently located;  but  after  several  months  had  been  consumed  in 
fruitless  inquiry  the  Hall  ot  the  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art,  at  the  corner 
of  Seventeenth  street  and  Pennsylvania  avenue,  became  vacant,  and 
as  it  was  admirably  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  Congress  and  its  commit- 
tees, it  was  leased  for  that  purpose  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  15th  of 
July. 

Possession  was  promptly  taken,  and  on  the  5th  of  April  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Moses  &  Sons  were  authorized  to  cleanse,  decorate,  and  furnish  the 
building  in  accordance  with  plans  approved  by  the  Postmaster-General. 
On  the  1st  of  May  the  hall  was  ready  for  occupancy,  the  contractors 
having  within  twenty-six  days  cleansed  the  floors,  walls,  and  ceilings; 
hung  the  walls  with  handsome  draperies,  covered  the  floors  with  velvet 
carpets  and  antique  rugs,  furnished  the  various  rooms  with  desks, 
tables,  chairs,  and  articles  of  luxurious  furniture,  and  adorned  them 
with  growing  plants,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  iiccommodations  offered 
to  the  Postal  Congress  of  Washington  were,  at  least,  equally  elegant  to 
the  accommodations  offered  to  any  previous  Postal  Congress. 

Meanwhile,  arrangements  were  made  with  Messrs.  Gibson  &  Brothers 
for  the  necessary  printing,  and  with  Mr.  John  C.  Parker  for  stationery, 
and  with  the  Hotel  !Normandie  for  a  lunch  to  be  served  daily  during 
the  sessions  of  the  Congress.  Meanwhile,  also,  arrangements  were 
made  for  a  branch  post-oitice,  and  a  telephone  station  to  be  operated  at 
the  hall  of  the  Congress;  and  the  principal  hotels  of  the  city  were 
requested  to  name  the  rates  at  which  delegates  to  the  Congress  would 
be  accommodated,  and  these  rates  were  tabulated  and  transmitted  to 
each  delegate  as  his  name  and  address  were  furnished  to  this  Depart- 
ment in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  work  preliminary  to  the  opening  of  the  Congress  involved  much 
correspondence  (all  in  the  French  language)  with  the  individual  dele- 
gates in  reply  to  their  requests  for  information  of  all  kinds,  but  the 
whole  work  was  done  by  this  Office  without  assistance,  and  under  the 
direct  supervision  of  the  Postmaster-General,  up  to  about  two  weeks 
before  the  Congress  opened. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  however,  the  Postmaster  General  appointed  a 
^^Gommittee  of  Arrangements,"  consisting  of  the  following  officials  of 
the  Department,  viz:  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General  Perry  S. 
Heath,  Capt.  N.  M.  Brooks,  Capt.  Jas.  E.  White,  Dr.  W.  R.  Davis, 
Messrs.  W.  B.  Merchant,  and  N.  A.  C.  Smith. 

Nothing  remained  to  be  done  so  far  as  preparing  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Congress  was  concerned,  but  the  committee  immediately 
took  up  the  matter  of  entertainments,  with  a  view  to  making  the  sojourn 
of  the  delegates  in  the  United  States  pleasant  and  agreeable,  and  also 
arranged  for  the  presentation  of  appropriate  souvenirs — as  has  been  the 
custom  at  former  Postel  Congresses. 

With  the  assistance  of  Second  Assistant  Postmaster-General  Shallen- 
berger,  the  committee  arranged  for  three  excursions :  First,  to  Mount 
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Yemon,  with  lunch  at  Marshall  Hall ;  second,  to  Fort  Monroe  by  steamff 
between  Baltimore  and  the  fort,  and  third,  a  railway  excarsion  whicli 
left  Washington  on  the  4th  of  June  and  returned  on  the  12tlL 

At  Mount  Vernon  a  wreath  was  placed  on  the  tomb  of  Washington 
in  the  name  of  the  Postal  Congress  by  Mr.  Walpole,  delegate  of  Great 
Britain,  who  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  '^The  fiather  of  his  country." 

At  Fort  Monroe  the  fort  was  visited,  and  the  delegates  were  receiTod 
by  the  Oommandant. 

The  railway  excursion  was  made  on  a  train  of  nine  perfectly  appointed 
Pullman  cars  and  lasted  nine  days.  Stops  were  made  at  Indianapolis, 
St.  Louis,  Chicago,  Kiagara  Falls,  Buffalo,  Kochester,  Syracuse,  Albany, 
Boston,  Atlantic  City,  and  Philadelphia,  at  all  of  which  places  oomoiit- 
tees  of  citizens  offered  eutertaiume»t  to  the  delegates  in  the  way  of 
drives  about  the  city  and  visits  to  places  of  interest. 

In  addition  the  delegates  were  formally  received  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  in  the  Hall  of  the  Congress,  and  later  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  tbe  Executive  Mansion.  They  were  also  invited  to  a 
special  view  of  the  new  Corcoran  Gallery  of  Art,  and  to  garden  parties 
by  Mrs.  Calvin  S.  Brice,  by  the  British  Ambassador,  and  by  Hon.  Gar- 
diner G.  Hubbard.  A  special  exhibition  of  very  flue  stereopticon  views 
of  scenery  of  the  United  States  was  also  given  in  honor  of  the  Con- 
gress by  Mr.  John  P.  Clum  at  the  National  Theater. 

The  souvenirs  prepared  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  pre- 
sented to  each  member  of  the  Congress,  consist  of  a  group  picture  of 
the  Postmaster-General  and  the  entire  Congress;  an  album  containing 
large  photographic  views  (interior  and  exterior)  of  the  Postal  Congress 
Hall,  including  one  view  of  the  Congress  in  session,  and  scenes  in  and 
around  Washington;  a  silver  medal  (0.99  fine)  specially  prepared  at 
the  Mint  in  Philadelphia  commemorative  of  the  Universal  Postal  Con- 
gress of  Washington,  and  a  set  of  the  United  States  postage  stamps 
and  stamped  envelopes  of  the  current  series. 

Before  the  Congress  was  called  to  order  in  its  final  session  on  the  15th 
of  June,  the  members  assembled  informally  in  the  room  of  the  First 
Committee,  where  Mr.  Delessert,  doyen  d'age  of  the  Congress,  presented 
to  General  Batcheller  and  Captain  Brooks  handsome  pieces  of  silver 
as  testimonials  on  behalf  of  the  Congress  of  its  resi>ect  and  esteem;  and 
to  Colonel  Chaill^-Long  and  Mr.  Hatcher  vtduable  souvenirs  attesting 
their  efficient  services  as  secretaries  to  the  Congress,  and  the  valoable 
assistance  rendered  by  them  to  individual  delegates.  The  Congress 
then  assembled  in  full  session,  the  Conventions  and  Arrangements  were 
signed,  addresses  complimenting  the  United  States,  the  President,  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  the  United  States  delegates  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  Congress  had  been  provided  for  and  the  comfort  and  enter- 
taininent  of  the  delegsites  assured,  were  made  by  Mr.  Delessert  of 
Switzerland,  Mr.  Walpole  of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Chavez  of  Mexico,  Mr. 
Ohiaradia  of  Italy,  and  Count  Santo-Thyrso  of  Portugal,  and  the  Con- 
gress of  Washington  was  declared  ^<  closed." 

But  the  work  of  the  secretaries  was  not  yet  completed,  for  tbe  final 
documents  were  yet  to  be  received  from  the  printer  and  sent  to  the  dele- 
gates. This  occupied  several  days — so  that  it  was  not  until  10.30  on 
t^e  night  of  Saturday,  June  19,  that  I  saw  the  last  package  of  docn- 
ments  deposited  in  the  x>ost-office,  and  the  work  of  the  Congress  was 
finished. 

For  exactly  eight  months— firom  October  20, 1896,  to  June  19, 1897- 
the  matter  had  caused  me  constant  care  and  anxiety.  For,  beinf 
charged  with  the  duty  of  making  suitable  preparations,  and  knowing 
the  lavish  hospitality  extended  to  former  Congresses  by  the  countriee 
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which  entertained  them,  I  was  anxious  that  the  reception  and  eater- 
tainment  in  the  United  States  should  be  such  as  would  compare  favor- 
ably with  the  courtesies  received  in  other  countries. 

A  person  who  has  not  had  a  similar  experience  can  not  understand 
the  strain  involved  in  arranging  all  the  details  for  the  entertainment  of 
a  Congress  composed  of  representatives  of  every  nation  of  the  world; 
and  in  which  his  native  land  is  brought  into  sharp  contrast  and  criti- 
cism (even  if  friendly)  with  other  countries. 

We  can  not  hope  to  have  excelled  in  hospitality  the  countries  which 
have  been  honored  with  the  presence  of  previous  Congresses;  but  I 
feel  sure  that  we  have  no  cause  to  blush  for  the  result  of  our  efforts  in 
attempting  to  equal  them.  And  this  knowledge  amply  repays  me  for 
the  labor,  care,  and  anxiety  involved  in  my  share  of  the  work  of  prep- 
aration. 


There  is  maintained,  under  the  name  of  the  ^^International  Bureau  of 
the  Universal  Postal  Union,"  a  central  office,  which  is  conducted  under 
the  sujierintendence  of  the  Swiss  Postal  Administration,  and  the  ex- 
peuses  of  which  are  borne  by  all  the  Administrations  of  the  Union. 

This  Bureau  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  collecting,  collating,  pub- 
Ushingy  and  distributing  information  of  every  kind  which  concerns  the 
international  postal  service;  of  giving,  at  the  request  of  the  parties  con- 
eemed,  an  opinion  upon  questions  in  dispute;  of  making  known  proposi- 
tions for  modifying  the  acts  of  Congress;  of  giving  notice  of  the  changes 
adopted^  and,  in  general,  of  undertaking  such  reasearches  and  labors  as 
may  be  intrusted  to  it  in  the  interest  of  the  Postal  Union. 

The  latest  report  of  the  Director  (for  the  year  1896)  shows  that  the 
total  oost  of  maintaining  the  Bureau  was  (francs  94,589.48)  $18,255.77. 

Pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  this 
sum  was  divided  into  624  units,  of  which  this  Department  paid  25 
units,  or  francs  3,800  =  $733.40. 

SEA  POSTOFFIOES. 

The  international  sea  post-offices  have  been  in  continuous  ox)eration 
upon  the  fast  steamers  of  the  North  Germam  Lloyd  Steamship  Com- 
pany and  the  Hamburg-American  Packet  Company,  viz : 

^e  steamers  Allery  Eavel,  Lahn^  JSaale,  Spree,  and  Travcj  of  the 
Korth  German  Lloyd,  and  the  steamers  Augusta  Yictoria,  Columbia^ 
Fuerst  Bismarck,  and  Namiannia,  of  the  Hamburg- American  Packet 
Company;  91  trips  having  been  made  &om  Kew  York  and  91  from 
Germany. 

During  the  91  trips  from  New  York  4,536,000  ordinary  articles,  62,476 
register^  articles,  and  6,642  bags  of  printed  matter  were  distributed 
during  5,786  working  hours^  an  average  of  49,846  ordinary  aticles,  687 
registers  articles,  and  73  sacks  of  printed  matter  per  trip  of  64  hours; 
and  during  the  91  trips  from  Germany,  11,949,550  ordinary  articles, 
186,901  registered  articles,  and  15,954  sacks  of  printed  matter  were 
distributed  during  8,266  working  hours,  an  average  of  131,314  ordinary 
articles,  2,054  registered  articles,  and  175  sacks  of  printed  matter  per 
trip  of  91  hours. 

Sea  post-offices  have  also  been  in  operation  upon  the  steamers  N^ew 

Yorkf  Paris,  St.  Louis,  and  St  Paul  of  the  International  Navigation 

Company,  55  trips  having  been  made  from  New  York  and  53  from 

Southampton. 

During  the  55  trips  from  New  York  85,556  ordinary  articles  and  3 
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sacks  of  printed  matter  were  distributed,  and  daring  the  53  trips  firom 
Southampton  2,238,400  ordinary  articles,  34,775  registered  articles,  and 
3,021  sacks  of  printed  matter  were  distributed. 

As  heretofore  stated,  the  full  benefit  of  the  sea  post  service  can  not 
be  secured  on  the  steamers  of  the  International  Navigation  CompaDj, 
for  the  reason  that  the  mails  conveyed  to  this  country  by  those  steam- 
ers are  very  light — the  full  mails  being  dispatched  by  the  steamers 
under  contract  with  the  British  Government;  and  that  of  the  mailB 
dispatched  from  this  country  those  for  Great  Britain  are  not  distrib- 
uted becanse  the  British  Office  has  declined  to  furnish  the  assistance 
necessary  to  that  end. 

That  the  service  has  been  reasonably  satisfactory  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  very  few  complaints  have  been  received,  and  that  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  14,409,626  letters  and  post  cards  only  2,010  errors  (0.014 
per  cent)  have  been  reported.  The  service  could  be  improved  if  the 
accommodations  on  board  the  steamers  for  sea  post  office  parpoees 
were  more  commodious  than  they  are  at  present  and  than  it  has  been 
practicable  thus  far  to  make  them.  But  when  we  consider  the  small 
space  available  for  office  purposes  (about  10  feet  square)  and  the  fact 
that  stormy  weather  frequently  retards,  if  it  does  not  entirely  inter- 
rupt the  work  of  the  clerks,  there  is  very  little  room  for  complaint  that 
the  work  of  the  sea  post-offices  is  not  more  nearly  perfect. 

CASUALTIES. 

The  Pacific  Mail  steamer  Columbia^  en  route  to  San  Francisco  with 
mails  from  Panama  and  other  ports,  was  wrecked  off  Pigeon  Point,  40 
miles  south  of  San  Franciscx),  on  the  15th  of  July,  1896.  The  maib 
were  saved. 

The  steamer  Ville  de  8te.  Nazaire^  which  sailed  from  liTew  York  oo 
the  6th  of  March,  1897,  with  mails  for  West  Indian  ports,  foundered  olT 
Gape  Hatteras  March  7.    None  of  the  mails  were  saved, 

PARCELS  POST. 

There  has  been  no  extension  of  the  Parcels-Post  service  during  the 
current  year. 

The  weights  of  the  Parcels-Post  mails  dispatched  from  the  United 
States  during  the  last  two  fiscal  years  were  as  follows,  viz : 

Fundi- 

For  the  year  endedJune  30,  1897 109,737 

For  the  year  ended  June  30, 1896 79,8(B 

which  shows  an  increase  during  the  last  fiscal  year  of  29,935  pounds, or 
more  than  37.5  per  cent. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  well  again  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  appli- 
cations from  the  Postal  Administrations  of  Germany,  Great  Britaio, 
France,  Belgium,  Norway,  Italy,  and  Kew  Zealand  for  the  establishment 
of  the  Parcels-Post  service  between  those  countries  and  the  Cnited 
States  have  been  on  file  in  this  Department  for  several  years  and  have 
recently  been  renewed. 

OONTBAOT  OCEAN-MAIL  SERVICE. 

The  contract  service  has  undergone  no  change  during  the  year,  ti)0 
service  upon  the  four  routes  now  in  operation  having  been  perfomied 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Department  and  of  the  contractors. 

The  distance  traversed,  the  amount  paid  as  mileage,  and  the  weights 
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the  mails  and  the  amount  which  would  have  been  paid  for  the  same 
rvice  at  the  allowance  of  the  full  sea  and  United  States  inland  postage 
ion  the  four  routes  in  question  are  as  follows,  viz: 

nte  36,  New  York  to  La  Onayre,  36  trips;  statute  miles  traveled, 

Jl,288;  mileage  paid $81,288.00 

sights  of  the  mails  conveyed :  Letters  and  post  cards,  6,713  ponods ;  other 
kitieles,  94,594  pounds;  amount  of  the  full  sea  and  inland  postage 
Jiereon 18,308.32 

Excess  of  cost  of  contract  service  on  Route  36 62,979.68 

utes  69  and  70,  New  York  to  Tnxpam,  and  New  York  to  Havana,  52  trips 

>ach;  statute  miles  traveled,  203,580;  mileage  paid 203,580.00 

Bights  of  the  mails  conveyed :  Letters  and  post  cards,  1,289  pounds ;  other 

tfticles,  14,112  pounds ;  amount  of  full  sea  and  inland  postage  thereon .      3, 191. 36 

Excessof  cost  of  contract  service  on  Routes  69  and  70 200,388.64 

nte  57,  New  York  to  Southampton,  52  trips;  statute  miles  traveled, 

189,332;  mileage  paid 757,328.00 

dights  of  the  mails  conveyed :  Letters  and  post  cards,  161,259+  pounds; 
>tner  articles,  1,762,706+  pounds;  amount  of  full  sea  and  inland  post- 
age thereon  399,031.90 

Excess  of  cost  of  contract  service  on  Route  57 358,296.10 

Aggregate  excess  of  cost  of  contract  service 621,664.42 

The  Ocean  Mail  Contract  service  should  be  credited  also  with  the 
rriage  of  the  closed  mails  of  foreign  origin  forwarded  during  the 
iar  from  this  country  by  means  of  steamers  under  contract  with  this 
epartment. 

The  weights  of  said  closed  mails  amounted  to  15,660,1B4  grams  (34,513 
»unds)  of  letters  and  post  cards,  and  150,448,755  grams  (331,739  pounds) 
other  articles;  for  the  conveyance  of  which,  steamers  not  under  con- 
act  would  have  been  entitled  to  compensation  at  the  rate  of  5  francs 
yc  kilogram  of  letters  and  post  cards,  and  50  centimes  per  kilogram  of 
her  articles, or  to  a  total  sum  of  $29,630.38.  Deducting  said  sum  from 
e  ^*  aggregate  excess  of  cost,"  we  find  as  the  net  excess  of  cost  of  the 
•ntract  service  $592,034.04. 

TRANSATLANTIC  MAILS. 

The  mails  for  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent  of  Europe  are 
spatched  by  every  fast  steamer;  and  when  two  fast  steamers  sail  on 
le  same  day,  or  succeeding  days,  the  mails  are,  as  a  rule,  assign^  to 
16  one  whose  previous  speed  record  gives  reason  to  believe  that  it  will 
3liver  the  mails  sooner  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Other  things 
ding  equal,  preference  is  given  to  steamers  sailing  under  the  flag  of 
le  United  States,  and  especially  to  those  under  contract  with  this 
'epartment  at  a  compensation  of  $4  for  each  mile  traveled  from  New 
brk  to  Southampton.  Steamers  flying  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
at  not  under  contract,  are  allowed  for  their  services  all  the  i>ostage 
)llected  on  the  mails  they  carry  from  this  country;  that  is  to  say,  5 
BDts  a  half  ounce,  $1.60  a  pound  (or  $3,200  a  short  ton),  for  letters  and 
ost  cards,  and  1  cent  for  2  ounces,  8  cents  a  pound  (or  $160  a  short 
)n),  for  other  articles.  In  the  case  of  a  steamer  conveying  the  mails 
nder  a  foreign  flag,  compensation  for  the  service  is  allowed  at  the  rate 
f  44  cents  a  pound  (or  $880  a  short  ton)  for  letters  and  post  cards,  and 
i  cents  a  pound  (or  $90  a  short  ton)  for  other  articles,  calculated  on 
le  actual  net  weight  of  the  mails  conveyed. 
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CENTRAL  AITD  SOUTH  AMERIOAN  MAILS. 

Oar  commnnication  with  the  west  coast  of  Central  and  South  America 
is  regular  and  reliable,  at  least  three  times  a  mouth,  by  means  of  steam- 
ers plying  between  New  York  and  Colon;  and  to  Venezuela  we  have 
the  same  frequency  of  service  by  means  of  the  Eed  D  Line,  which  is 
performing  contract  service  between  New  York  and  La  Ouayra  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1891,  the  con- 
tract rate  of  pay  being  $1  a  mile  outward.  Contract  service  at  the 
same  rate  of  pay  is  also  performed  once  a  week  by  the  New  York  and 
Cuba  Mail  Line  between  New  York  and  Havana,  and  once  a  week 
between  New  York  and  certain  Mexican  Gulf  ports  via  Hayan& 
Besides,  there  is  additional  through  service  with  Cuba  by  means  of 
steamers  plying  twice  a  week  during  the  summer  and  three  times  a 
week  during  the  winter  between  Tampa,  Fla.,  and  Havana,  Cuba. 
This  service  is  an  extension  of  the  domestic  contract  between  Tampa 
and  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  does  not  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  March  3, 1891.  With  British  Honduras  (Belize),  Ouatemala,  and 
the  Republic  of  Honduras  we  have  regular  communication  by  means  of 
steamers  flying  the  flag  of  the  ITnited  States,  which  sail  every  week 
from  New  Orleans.  By  steamers  sailing  from  the  same  port  we  have 
regular  weekly  communication  with  Costa  Eica,  and  frequent,  although 
irregular,  communication  with  Nicaragua  and  with  the  Colombian  ports 
of  Bocas  del  Toro,  Cartagena,  and  Santa  Marta;  and  from  Mobile^la., 
we  have  frequent,  although  irregular,  service  with  Cartagena  and  Bocas 
del  Toro  (Colombia),  and  with  Belize,  Honduras,  and  Guatemala.  Com- 
munication with  the  West  India  Islands  has  been  maintained  witbont 
material  change,  and  principally  by  means  of  the  New  York  and  Ouba, 
New  York  and  Porto  Eico,  Quebec,  Atlas,  Clyde,  Royal  Dutch  West 
India,  Spanish  Transatlantic,  Trinidad,  and  Bahamas  lines  of  steamers; 
while  by  means  of  the  Buckman  Fruit  Company,  the  Boston  Fruit  Com- 
pany, and  the  Quaker  City  Fruit  Company  we  have  had  more  than  ope 
dispatch  a  week  to  Jamaica  from  Baltimore,  Boston,  and  Philadelphia. 
By  means  of  the  Lamport  and  Holt,  Sloman's  Brazil,  Norton,  Enott^B 
Prince,  and  Eed  Cross  lines,  mails  for  Brazil  and  the  River  Plate  ooim- 
tries  have  been  dispatched  six  or  seven  times  a  month  by  steamers 
sailing  for  those  countries  direct.  Correspondence  for  Brazil  and  the 
Eiver  Plate  countries  is  not,  however,  held  for  dispatch  by  these  steam- 
ers, but  is  forwarded  via  England  when  that  course  will  erpeiitib  its 
delivery  at  destination. 

TBANSPAOIFIO  MAILS. 

By  means  of  the  steamers  sailing  once  or  twice  a  month  from  Tacoma 
and  the  steamers  sailing  regularly  three  times  a  month  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, mails  for  Japan  and  China  have  been  dispatched  not  less  than 
four  and  sometimes  live  times  a  month. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  our  means  of  communication  with  the 
Australasian  colonies,  the  service  being  regular  once  every  four  weeks 
from  San  Francisco  to  Sidney,  performed  by  the  Oceanic  Steamship 
Company  under  an  arrangement  entered  into  with  the  colonies  of  Net 
Zealand  and  New  South  Wales  many  years  ago,  but  which  is  renewed 
from  year  to  year.  This  Department  is  not  a  party  to  the  arrangement, 
but  contributes  toward  the  support  of  the  service  to  the  extent  of  it» 
ability  under  the  statutes  in  force  by  idlowing  to  the  Oceanic  Stean- 
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ship  Ck>mpany  all  of  the  postage  collected  on  mails  conveyed  by  its 
steamers  sailing  nnder  the  United  States  flag,  which  amoanted  this 
year  to  $55,000.  Besides,  for  the  last  two  years  Congress  has  made  a 
special  appropriation  annnally  of  $80,000  additional  for  this  service; 
so  that  for  those  two  years  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Company  has 
received  $135,000  per  aimnm  for  its  services. 

Advantage  is  also  taken  of  the  opportnnities  offered  for  the  dispatch 
of  correspondence  for  the  colonies  by  means  of  the  Canadian  line  of 
steamers  sailing  from  Yanconver,  British  Colnmbiat  once  a  month. 

The  steamers  above  referred  to  call  at  flonolnla,  and  Uie  Oceanic 
Steamship  Oompaiiy  dispatches  an  additional  vessel  every  month  to 
that  port.  Besides,  about  one  steamer  a  month  en  roate  for  Japan 
and  China  calls  at  Honolulu,  so  that  there  are  not  less  than  three  oppor- 
tunities a  month  for  communication  by  mail  with  Hawaii,  and  gener- 
ally there  are  not  less  than  four. 

In  connection  with  the  transpacific  service  it  is  to  be  noted  that  an 
Imperial  Postal  System  was  inaugurated  in  China  on  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1897. 

OFFICE  WORK. 

During  the  year  29,500  communications  were  received,  entered  in 
brief  in  '^ Letters  received,"  and  acted  upon,  of  which  7,468  were  in 
foreign  languages  and  were  translated;  7,871  were  referred  by  ''slip" 
to  other  officials,  and  the  remainder  involved  the  preparation  of  5,723 
letters,  which  were  signed,  press  copied,  briefed,  and  iudexed.  Besides 
this,  44,030  printed  circulars  and  documents  were  mailed  to  various 
addresses  unaccompanied  by  letters. 

The  work  has  been  accomplished  by  a  force  of  seven  clerks  (4  male 
and  3  female)  in  addition  to  the  chief  clerk,  and  to  their  energy  and 
industry  is  due  the  fact  that  the  business  of  the  office  is  np  to  date. 

GENERAL  OBSEBVATIONS. 

Attention  is  again  invited  to  the  questions  (1)  of  the  extensions  of  the 
parcelB-post  system ;  (2)  the  reduction  of  the  registration  fee  to  5  cents; 
(3)  the  equipment  of  all  post  offices  with  scales  of  a  cai)acity  of  eleven 
pounds,  and  with  6-foot  tape  measures,  for  use  in  weighing  and  meas- 
uring parcels-post  packages. 

APPENDICES. 

I  append  hereto  English  translations  of  the  Oonventions  and  Arrange- 
ments negotiated  by  the  ITniversal  Postal  Congress  of  Washington,  as 
follows,  viz : 

(1)  The  Universal  Postal  Convention  (governing  the  exchange  of 
mails  generally). 

(2)  Arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  articles  bearing  a  declaration 
of  their  value. 

(3)  Arrangement  for  the  exchange  of  Money  Orders. 

(4)  Convention  for  the  exchange  of  Parcels. 

(5)  Arrangement  for  a  collection  (C.  O.  D.)  service. 

(6)  Arrangement  for  the  use  of  '^ Books  of  Identity." 

(7)  Arrangement  for  subscription  at  post-offices  to  periodical  publica- 
tions. 

And  also  statistical  tables,  showing  the  number  of  post-offices  and 
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employees;  Dumber  of  letter  boxes  for  the  nse  of  the  pablic;  propor- 
tion of  post-ottices  and  of  articles  of  mail  matter  to  area  and  popolft- 
tion ;  length  of  mail  routes  and  number  of  miles  traveled  annually 
thereon ;  number  of  articles  received  and  dispatched  in  international 
mails  and  by  parcels-post;  postal  revenues  and  expenditures  and  sob- 
sidies  paid  to  steamship  companies,  relating  to  various  countries  of  the 
Postal  Union,  during  the  year  1895,  which  have  been  collected  from  the 
most  recent  statistical  tables  published  by  the  International  Bureau  of 
the  Universal  Postal  Union. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

]N^.  M.  Brooks, 
Superintendent  of  Foreign  MaUi, 

The  Second  Assistant  Postmaster-Gensral. 


APPENDIX. 


ITinirERSAIi  P08 TAIi  irVION'. 

I— UinVSBSAL  POSTAL  COITTEHTIOH. 

UnirenBl  Postal  Convention  conclnded  between  Germany  and  the  German  Protec- 
torates, the  Greater  Republic  of  Central  America,  the  United  StateH  of  America, 
the  Argentine  Republic,  Anstria-Hnn^ary,  Belfj^ium,  Bolivia,  Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Brazil,  Bulgaria,  Chile,  the  Empire  of  China,  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  the  Inde- 
pendent State  of  Congo,  the  Kingdom  of  Korea,  the  Republic  of  Costa  Rica,  Den* 
mark  and  the  Danish  Colonies,  the  Dominican  Republic,  Egypt,  Ecuador,  Spain 
and  the  Spanish  Colonies,  France,  the  French  Colonies,  Great  Britain  and  various 
British  Colonies,  British  India^  the  British  Colonies  of  Australasia,  Canada,  the 
Brilish  Colonies  of  South  Africa,  Greece,. Guatemala,  the  Republic  of  Haiti,  the 
Bepnblio  of  Hawaii,  Italy,  Japan,  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  Luxemburg,  Mexico, 
Ifontenegro,  Norway,  the  Orange  Free  State,  Paraguay,  the  Netherlands  and  the 
Ketherlanda  Colonies,  Peru,  Persia,  Portugal  and  the  Portuguese  Colonies,  Rou- 
mania,  Russia,  Servia,  the  Kingdom  of  Siam,  the  South  African  Republic,  Sweden, 
Switzerland,  the  Regency  of  Tunis,  Turkey,  Uruguay,  and  the  United  States  of 
Teneznela. 

The  undersigned,  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Governments  of  the  countries  above 
(numerated,  being  assembled  in  Congress  at  Washington,  by  virtue  of  Article  25  of 
>lke  Universal  Postal  Convention  concluded  at  Vienna  on  the  4th  of  July,  1891,  have, 
^y  common  consent,  and  subject  to  ratification,  revised  said  Convention  in  conform- 
ty  with  the  following  stipuiations : 

Article  First. 

The  countries  between  which  the  present  Convention  is  concluded,  as  well  as 
^ose  which  may  join  it  hereafter,  form,  under  the  title  of  "  Universjil  Postal  Union," 
J^  single  postal  territory  for  the  reciprocal  exchange  of  articles  of  correspondence 
^^tween  their  post-offices. 

Article  2. 

The  stipulations  of  this  Convention  extend  to  letters,  to  sinrirle  post  cards  and  post 
^teds  with  paid  reply,  printed  matter  of  every  kind,  commercial  papers  and  samples 
^t  merchandise  originating  in  one  of  the  countries  of  the  Union,  and  intended  for 
Another  of  those  countries.  They  also  apply  to  the  exchange  by  mail  of  the  articles 
^bove  mentioned  between  the  countries  of  the  Union  and  the  countries  foreign  to 
the  Union,  whenever  the  services  of  two  of  the  contracting  parties  at  least  are  used 
«or  that  exchange. 

Article  3. 

1.  The  Postal  Administrations  of  neighboring  countries,  or  countries  able  to  cor- 
^^spond  directly  with  each  other  without  using  the  intermediary  of  the  services  of 
^  third  Administration,  determine,  by  mutual  agreement,  the  conditions  of  the 
^nveyanee  of  mails  which  they  exchange  across  the  frontier,  or  from  one  frontier  to 
*>ht  other. 

2.  Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement,  the  direct  maritime  conveyance  per- 
^rmed  between  two  countries  by  means  of  packets  or  vessels  depending  upon  one  of 
^em,  shall  be  considered  as  a  third  service,  and  this  conveyance,  as  well  as  that 
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performed  between  two  offloes  of  the  same  country  by  the  intermediary  of  maritime 
or  territorial  serviooB  depending  npon  another  country,  is  regulated  by  the  stipok- 
tiona  of  the  following  Article. 

Articlx  4. 

1.  The  right  to  transit  is  gnarauteed  throa^hont  the  entire  territory  of  the  Union. 

2.  Consaqnently.  the  several  Postal  Administrations  of  the  Union  may  seod  recip- 
rocally,  through  the  intermediary  of  one  or  of  several  of  them,  as  well  closed  msili 
as  correspondence  in  open-mail,  according  to  the  needs  of  the  traffic  and  the  oon- 
venience  of  the  postal  service. 

3.  The  correspondence  exchanged,  whether  in  open-mail  or  in  closed  mails,  between 
two  Administrations  of  the  Union,  by  means  of  the  services  of  one  or  several  other 
Administrations  of  the  Union,  is  subject  to  the  following  transit  charges,  to  be  paid 
to  each  of  the  countries  traversed,  or  whose  services  participate  in  the  conr^- 
ance,  viz: 

First.  For  territorial  conveyance,  2  francs  per  kilogram  of  letters  and  post  cards, 
and  25  centimes  per  kilogram  of  other  articles. 

Second.  For  maritime  conveyance — 

(a)  at  the  territorial  transit  rates,  if  the  route  does  not  exceed  900  nautical  milei. 
However,  the  maritime  conveyance  on  a  route  not  exceeding  300  nautical  miles  ii 
gratuitous  if  the  Administration  intere:ited  receives  already,  in  right  of  mails  or  cor- 
respondence conveyed,  the  remuneration  applicable  to  territorial  transit; 

(6)  at  5  francs  per  kilogram  of  letters  and  post  cards,  and  at  50  centimes  per  kilo- 
gram of  other  articles,  for  exchanges  effected  on  a  route  exceeding  900  naatieal 
miles,  between  countries  of  Europe,  between  Europe  and  the  ports  of  Africa  and 
Asia  on  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Black  Sea,  or  between  any  of  these  porta,  ud 
between  Europe  and  North  America.  The  same  rates  are  applicable  to  conveyancee 
secured  within  the  entire  jurisdiction  of  the  Union  between  two  ports  of  one  and  the 
same  State,  as  well  as  between  the  ports  of  two  States  served  by  the  same  line  of 
steamers  when  the  maritime  conveyance  does  not  exceed  1,500  nautical  miles: 

(o)  at  15  francs  per  kilogram  of  letters  and  post  cards  and  at  1  franc  par  kilognm 
of  other  articles  for  all  conveyances  not  coming  under  the  categories  mentioned 
under  *'a"  and  **y*  above.  In  the  case  of  maritime  conveyance  effected  by  two  or 
several  Administrations,  the  charges  for  the  entire  conveyance  can  not  exceed  15 
francs  per  kilogram  of  letters  and  post  cards,  and  1  frttnc  per  kilogram  of  other  arti- 
cles. These  charges  are,  if  necessary,  divided  between  the  Administrations  partici- 
pating in  the  conveyance  pro  rata  for  the  distances  traversed,  without  prejudice  to 
other  arrangements  which  may  exist  between  the  parties  interested. 

4.  The  transit  rates  specified  in  the  present  Article  do  not  apply  either  to  convey- 
ance by  means  of  services  depending  upon  Administrations  foreign  to  the  Union,  or 
to  conveyance  within  the  Union  by  means  of  extraordinary  services  specially  estab- 
lished or  maintained  by  one  Administration,  either  in  the  interest  or  at  the  reqaeet 
of  one  or  several  other  Administrations.  The  conditions  of  the  last-mentioned  cate- 
gory of  conveyance  are  regulated  by  mutual  agreement  between  the  Administrations 
interested. 

Moreover,  wherever  the  transit,  both  territorial  and  maritime,  is  at  present  giatni- 
tous  or  subject  to  more  advantageous  conditions,  that  state  of  affairs  is  maintained. 

6.  It  is,  however,  understood : 

1st.  that  the  charges  for  territorial  transit  will  be  reduced,  viz : 

6  %t  during  the  first  two  years  of  the  application  of  the  present  Convention; 

10  ^,  during  the  two  following  years; 

15  %f  after  four  yea  '. ; 

2nd.  that  the  countries  whose  receipts  and  expenditures  for  territorial  tf^^ 
together  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  5,000  francs  a  year,  and  whose  expenditures  exceed 
their  receipts  for  this  transit,  are  exempt  from  any  payment  on  this  score; 

3rd.  that  the  maritime  transit  rates  of  15  francs  per  kilogram  of  letters  and 
post-cards  provided  under  "o''  of  section  3  preceding  will  be  reduced,  viz: 

to  14  francs  during  the  first  two  years  of  the  application  of  the  present  Convestton; 

to  12  francs  during  the  two  following  years; 

to  10  francs  after  rour  years. 

6.  The  expenses  of  transit  are  borne  by  the  Administration  of  the  country  of 
origin. 

7.  The  general  settlement  of  these  expenses  takes  place  in  the  conditions  to  be 
determined  on  in  the  Regulations  of  execution  referred  to  in  Article  20  hereafter. 

8.  The  official  correspondence  mentioned  in  Section  2  of  Article  11  hereafter,  tbe 
reply-halves  or  double  post  cards  returned  to  the  country  of  origin,  articles,  refor- 
warded  ormissent,  undeliverable  articles,  return  receipts,  money  orders,  andallotber 
documents  relative  to  the  postal  service,  are  exempt  from  all  transit  charges,  whetbtf 
territorial  or  maritime. 
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Ajrticlb  6. 

1.  The  rates  of  postage  for  tbe  conveyance  of  postal  articles  throngbont  the  entire 
xtent  of  the  Union^  indnding  their  deliyerj  at  the  residence  of  the  addresses  in  the 
oantries  of  the  Union  where  a  delivery  servioe  is  or  shall  be  organised,  aie  fixed  as 
allows: 

First.  For  letters,  26  centimes  in  case  of  prepayment,  and  doable  that  amonnt  in 
be  contrary  case,  for  each  letter  and  for  every  weight  of  15  grams  or  fraction  of  15 


Second.  For  ]>ost  cards,  in  case  of  prep«ayment,  10  centimes  for  a  single  card,  or 
3T  each  of  the  two  halves  of  a  post  card  with  paid  reply,  and  double  the  amoont  in 
be  contrary  ease ; 

Third.  For  printed  matter  of  every  kind,  oommeroial  pax>ers,  and  samples  of  mer- 
handise,  5  centimes  for  each  article  or  packet  bearing  a  partionlar  address,  and  for 
very  weight  of  50  grams  or  fraction  of  50  grams,  provided  that  such  article  or  packet 
oes  not  contain  any  letter  or  manuscript  note  having  the  character  of  actual  and 
•ersonal  correspondence,  and  that  it  be  made  up  in  such  a  manner  as  to  admit  of  its 
•eing  easily  examined. 

The  charge  on  commercial  papers  can  not  be  less  than  25  centimes  per  packet,  and 
he  charge  on  samples  can  not  be  less  tban  10  centimes  per  packet. 

2.  In  addition  to  the  rates  fixed  by  the  preceding  paragraph  there  may  be  levied: 
First.  For  every  article  subjected  to  maritime-transit  charges  of  15  francs  per 

ilonam  of  letters  or  post  cards,  and  1  franc  per  kilogram  of  other  articles,  and  in 
U  uie  relations  to  which  these  transit  charges  are  applicable,  a  uniform  surtax 
rhich  may  not  exceed  25  centimes  per  single  rate  for  letters,  5  centimes  per  post 
ard,  and  5  centimes  per  50  grams  or  fraction  of  50  grams  for  other  articles. 

Second.  For  every  article  conveyed  by  services  depending  on  Administrations 
oreign  to  the  Union,  or  by  extraordinary  services  in  the  Union  giving  rise  to  special 
i^^nses,  a  surtax  in  proportion  to  these  expenses. 

When  the  rate  of  prepayment  of  a  single  post  card  comprises  one  or  the  other  of 
he  surtaxes  authorized  by  the  two  preceding  seotions,  this  same  rate  is  applicable 
o  each  of  the  halves  of  a  post  card  with  paid  reply. 

3.  In  case  of  insufficient  prepayment,  articles  of  correspondence  of  every  kind  are 
isble  to  a  charge  equal  to  double  the  amonnt  of  the  deficiency,  to  be  paid  by  the 
tddreeseeiL  which  cbarge,  however,  may  not  exceed  that  whicn  is  levied  in  the 
»>untr^  of  destination  on  correspondence  not  prepaid,  of  the  same  nature,  weight, 
md  on^n. 

4.  Articles  other  than  letters  and  post  cards  must  be  prepaid  at  least  in  part. 

5.  Packets  of  samples  of  merchandise  may  not  contain  any  article  haviuff  a  sala- 
l>le  value;  tbey  must  not  exceed  350  grams  in  weight,  or  measure  more  than  30  centi- 
meters in  length,  20  centimeters  in  breadth,  and  10  centimeters  in  depth,  or,  if  they 
ire  in  the  form  of  a  roll,  30  centimeters  in  length  and  15  centimeters  in  diameter. 

6.  Packets  of  commercial  jiapers  and  printed  matter  may  not  exceed  2  kiloja^^ams 
II  weight,  or  measure  more  in  any  direction  than  45  centimeters.  Packets  in  the 
brm  of  a  roll  may,  however,  be  admitted  to  the  mails  provided  they  do  not  exceed 
0  centimeters  in  diameter  and  75  centimeters  in  length. 

Article  6. 

1.  The  articles  specified  in  Article  5  may  be  registered. 

2.  Every  registered  article  is  liable,  at  the  charge  of  the  sender: 

First.  To  the  ordinary  prepaid  rate  of  postage  upon  the  article,  according  to  its 
lature. 

Second.  To  a  fixed  registration  fee  of  25  centimes  at  the  maximum,  including  the 
9sne  of  a  receipt  to  the  sender. 

3.  The  sender  of  a  registered  article  may  obtain  an  acknowledgment  of  delivery  of 
aid  article  by  paying  at  the  moment  of  mailing  a  fixed  fee  of  25  centimes  at  the 
saximum.  The  same  fee  may  be  applied  to  re(^uests  for  information  relative  to 
egistered  articles  made  subsequent  to  mailing  if  the  sender  has  not  yet  paid  the 
pocial  charge  for  obtaining  a  return  receipt. 

Article  7. 

1.  Registered  articles  may  be  sent,  marked  with  trade  charges  to  be  collected  on 
lelivery,  in  the  mails  exchanged  between  countries  whose  Administrations  agree  to 
issure  this  service. 

Articles  marked  with  trade  charges  are  subject  to  the  formalities  and  rates  appli- 
rable  to  restored  articles. 

The  wi^^^mwwi  of  the  trade  charge  is  fixed,  per  article,  at  1,000  francs,  or  the 
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equivalent  of  that  Sam  in  tbe  money  of  the  conn  try  of  destination.  Every  Adminif* 
tration,  however,  has  the  liberty  to  reduce  this  maximum  to  500  fruncsperarticle^or 
to  the  equivalent  of  that  sum  in  its  monetary  system. 

2.  Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement  between  the  Administrations  of  tbe 
countries  interested,  the  amount  collected  from  the  addressee  most  be  transmitted 
to  the  sender  by  means  of  a  money  order,  after  deducting  the  fee  for  ordinary  money 
orders,  and  a  cnarge  of  10  centimes  for  cashing. 

The  amount  of  a  money  order  for  an  article  marked  with  trade  charges  which  has 
become  uiideliverable,  remams  at  the  disposal  of  the  Administration  of  tbe  cooniry 
of  origin  of  the  article  marked  with  trade  charges. 

3.  The  loss  of  a  registered  article  marked  with  trade  charges  involves  the  rexpon- 
sibility  of  the  postal  service  in  tbe  conditions  determined  by  Article  8  hereafter  for 
registered  articles  not  marked  with  trade  chai^ges.  After  the  article  has  been  delir- 
ered,  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination  is  responsible  for  the  smonot 
of  the  trade  charge  and  must,  in  case  of  complaint,  prove  that  tbe  snm  collected  has 
been  transmitted  to  the  sender,  after  deduction  of  the  fee  and  charge  contemplated 
by  Section  2. 

Abticlb  8. 

1.  In  case  of  the  loss  of  a  registered  article,  and  except  in  case  of  /oroe  najtun, 
tbe  sender,  or,  at  bis  request,  the  addressee,  is  entitled  to  an  indemnity  of  SOfnnoi. 

2.  The  countries  disposed  to  undertake  the  risks  which  may  result  from  cases  of 
force  majeure  are  authorized  to  levy  from  the  sender,  in  View  of  such  risks,  a  surtax 
not  to  exceed  25  centimes  for  each  registered  article. 

3.  The  obligation  to  pay  the  indemnity  is  incumbent  on  the  Administration  to 
which  the  dispatching  office  belongs.  There  is  reserved  to  that  Administrations 
remedy  against  the  responsible  Administration,  that  is  to  say,  against  the  Admioii- 
tratiou  within  whose  territory  or  in  whose  service  the  loss  occurred. 

In  case  of  loss,  nnder  circumstances  offeree  majeure,  within  tbe  territory  or  in  the 
service  of  a  country  uudertaking  the  risks  mentioned  in  the  preceding  Section,  of  s 
registered  article  originating  in  another  country,  the  country  where  the  loss  has 
taken  place  becomes  responsible  for  the  article  to  the  dispatching  office,  if  the  latter, 
on  its  part,  undertakes  the  risks  in  cases  of  force  majeure  over  against  its  senden. 

4.  Until  the  contrary  is  proved,  the  responsibility  rests  with  the  Administration 
which,  after  having  received  the  article  without  making  any  remark,  can  not  proje 
either  its  delivery  to  the  addressee  or  its  regular  transmission  to  the  next  Admioii- 
tration,  as  the  case  may  be.  As  regards  articles  addressed  poete  reetante,  the  respouri- 
bility  ceases  upon  delivery  to  a  person  who  has  proved,  according  to  tbe  regnlatione 
in  force  in  the  country  of  destination,  that  his  name  and  description  are  in  eonfonn- 
ity  with  the  indications  of  the  address. 

5.  The  payment  of  the  indemnity  by  the  dispatching  office  should  be  made  aa  soon 
as  possible,  and  at  the  latest  within  tne  period  of  one  year  dating  from  the  day  of  the 
reclamation.  The  responsible  office  is  bound  to  refund  to  the  dispatching  office 
withoat  delay  the  amount  of  the  indemnit\  paid  by  the  latter. 

The  office  of  origin  is  authorized  to  indemnify  the  sender  on  account  of  tbe  inter- 
mediary office  or  the  office  of  destination  which,  after  regular  application  has  been 
made,  has  allowed  a  year  to  elapse  without  attending  to  the  matter.  Moreover,  in 
case  an  office  whose  responsibility  has  been  duly  established,  has  at  once  declined  to 
pay  the  indemnity,  it  must  take  upon  itself,  in  addition  to  the  indemnity,  the  acces- 
sory charges  resulting  from  the  unjustitied  delay  in  the  payment. 

6.  It  is  understood  that  the  reclamation  is  only  entertained  if  made  within  the 
period  of  one  year  from  the  time  when  the  registered  article  was  mailed;  ttftertbii 
period  has  passed  the  claimant  has  no  right  to  any  indemnity. 

7.  If  the  loss  has  occurred  during  transportation,  and  it  is  impossible  to  asoertaia 
on  the  territory  of  which  country  the  loss  took  place,  the  Administrations  concerned 
bear  the  loss  in  equal  proportions. 

8.  The  Administrations  cease  to  be  responsible  for  registered  articles,  the  addressees 
of  which  have  given  a  receipt  for  them  and  have  accepted  them. 

Article  9. 

1.  The  sender  of  an  article  of  correspondence  may  cause  it  to  be  withdrawn  from 
the  service,  or  cause  the  address  to  be  changed,  as  long  as  the  article  has  not  befo 
delivered  to  the  addressee. 

2.  The  request  to  be  formulated  for  this  purpose  is  transmitted  by  mail  or  by  tele- 
graph, at  the  expense  of  the  sender,  who  must  pay  as  follows : 

First,  for  every  request  by  mail  the  charge  applicable  to  a  registered  single  latter; 
Second,  for  every  request  by  telegraph,  the  charge  for  the  telegram  according  ^ 
the  ordinary  tariil*. 

3.  The  provisions  of  this  Article  are  not  obligatory  in  countries  tbe  legislation  ^^ 
which  does  not  allow  the  sender  to  dispose  of  an  article  in  course  of  transportatioD. 
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Article  10. 

ThoM  oonntries  of  the  Union  which  have  not  the  franc  for  their  monetary  nnit  fix 
their  postage  rates  at  the  eqaivalents,  in  their  reBpective  currencies,  of  the  rates 
determined  oy  the  various  Articles  of  the  present  Convention.  Such  oonntries  have 
the  option  ofVonnding  off  the  fractions  in  conformity*  with  the  Table  inserted  in  the 
Regulations  of  execution  mentioned  in  Article  20  of  the  present  Convention. 

Article  11. 

1.  Prepayment  of  postage  on  every  description  of  article  can  be  effected  only  by 
means  of  postage  stamps  valid  in  the  country  of  origin  for  the  correspondence  of 
private  individuals.  However,  it  is  not  permitted  to  make  use  in  the  international 
service  of  postage  stamps  created  for  a  special  and  particular  purpose,  such  as  post- 
age stamps  called  (commemorative,  of  a  transitory  validity. 

There  are  considered  as  duly  prepaid,  reply  post  cards  bearing  postage  stamps  of 
the  eonntry  which  issued  these  cards,  and  toe  newspapers  or  packages  ot  newspapers 
not  bearing  postage  stamps,  but  whose  address  shows  the  words  **  postal  subscrip- 
tion/' and  which  are  dispatched  in  virtue  of  the  special  arrangement  relative  to  sub- 
scriptions for  newspapers,  mentioned  in  Article  19  of  the  present  Convention. 

2.  Official  correspondence  relative  to  the  postal  service,  exchanged  between  the 
Postal  Administrations,  between  these  Administrations  and  the  International  Bureau, 
and  between  the  post-offices  of  the  countries  of  the  Union,  is  exempt  from  prepay- 
ment by  ordinary  postage  stamps,  and  is  alone  admitted  free. 

3.  Correspondence  mailed  on  the  high  seas  in  the  letter  box  of  a  vessel  or  by  being 
handed  to  the  captains  of  vessels,  may  be  prepaid  by  means  of  the  postage  stamps 
and  according  to  the  postage  rates  of  the  country  to  which  said  vessel  belongs  or  on 
which  it  is  dependent.  If  the  mailing  on  board  takes  place  during  the  stay  of  the 
vessel  at  one  of  the  two  terminal  points  of  the  voyage  or  at  one  of  the  intermediate 
ports  of  call,  prepayment  of  postage  is  not  valid  nnless  it  is  effected  by  means  of 
the  postage  stamps  and  according  to  the  i)ostage  rates  of  the  country  in  whose 
waters  the  vessel  happens  to  be. 

Article  12. 

1.  Each  Administration  l^eeps  the  whole  of  the  sums  which  it  collects  in  execu- 
tion of  the  foregoing  Articles  5,  6,  7,  10,  and  11,  except  the  payments  due  for  money 
orders  provided  by  section  2  of  Article  7. 

2.  Consequently  there  is  no  necessity  on  this  head  for  any  accounts  between  the 
several  Administrations  of  the  Union,  except  as  regards  the  payments  mentioned  in 
Section  1  of  the  present  Article. 

3.  Neither  the  senders  nor  the  addressees  of  letters  and  other  postal  articles  can 
be  called  upon  to  pay,  either  in  the  country  of  origin  or  in  that  of  destination,  any 
iHwtage  or  any  postal  fee  other  than  those  contemplated  by  the  Articles  above  men- 
iloned. 

Article  13. 

1.  Articles  of  correspondence  of  every  kind  are,  at  the  request  of  the  senders, 
leliTcred  at  the  residence  of  the  addressees  by  a  special  carrier  immediately  after 
.heir  arriTal  in  the  countries  of  the  Union  which  consent  to  undertake  this  service 
n  their  reciprocal  relations. 

2.  These  sffticles,  which  are  indorsed  **  express,''  are  subject  to  a  special  charge  for 
lelivery  at  the  residence.  This  charge  is  fixed  at  30  centimes,  and  must  be  paid  in 
fall  tkni  in  advance  by  the  sender,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  postage.  It  uelongs 
to  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  origin. 

3.  If  the  article  is  destined  for  a  locality  where  there  is  no  post-office,  the  Postal 
Administration  of  the  country  of  destination  may  levy  an  additional  charge,  to  the 
amount  of  the  rate  fixed  for  delivery  by  s])ecial  carrier  in  its  domestic  service,  a 
deduction  being  made  of  the  fixed  rate  paid  by  the  sender,  or  of  its  equivalent  in 
the  money  of  the  country  which  levies  this  additional  charge. 

4.  "Express"  articles  upon  which  the  entire  charges  payable  in  advance  are  not 
fully  prepaid  are  delivered  by  the  ordinary  means. 

Article  14. 

1.  No  additional  charge  is  ^levied  for  the  reforwarding  of  postal  articles  within 
the  interior  of  the  Union. 

2.  Undeliverable  articles  do  not  give  rise  to  a  restitution  of  the  transit  charges  due 
to  intermediary  Administrations  for  the  previous  conveyance  of  said  articles. 

3.  Unpaid  letters  and  post  cards,  and  insufficiently  prepaid  articles  of  every  kind. 
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when  retained  to  the  country  of  origin,  owing  to  their  being  reforwarded  or  beeuae 
they  have  become  nndeliverable,  are  liable,  at  the  expense  of  the  addreaaeee  or  send- 
ers, to  the  same  rates  as  similar  Miicles  addressed  directly  from  the  country  of  (he 
first  destination  to  the  country  of  origin. 

Articlb  15. 

1.  Closed  mails  may  be  exchanged  between  the  post-offices  of  any  one  of  the  con- 
tracting conntries  and  the  commanders  of  naval  squadrons  or  ships  of  war  of  the 
same  country  stationed  abroad,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  territorial  or  mari- 
time services  depending  on  other  conntries. 

2.  Articles  of  every  kind  inclosed  in  these  mails  must  consist  exclusively  of  thoee 
addressed  to  or  sent  by  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  vessels  for  which  the  miib  are 
destined  or  from  which  they  are  dispatched ;  the  rates  and  conditions  of  dispatch 
appUcable  thereto  are  determined  by  the  Postal  Administration  of  the  coxmirj  to 
which  the  vessels  belong,  in  accordance  with  its  domestic  regnlations. 

3.  Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement  between  the  offices  interested,  the  Poet- 
Office  which  dispatches  or  receives  the  mails  in  question  is  accountable  to  the  inter- 
mediary Offices  for  the  transit  expenses  calculated  in  conformity  with  the  provirioM 
of  Article  4. 

Ajrticls  16. 

1.  Circulation  shall  not  be  given  to  commercial  papers,  samples,  and  printed  mat- 
ter which  do  not  fulfill  the  conditions  required  for  these  categories  of  articlee  by 
Article  6  of  the  present  Convention  and  by  the  Regulations  for  its  execution  pro- 
vided in  Article  20. 

2.  If  any  of  these  articles  be  given  circulation,  they  are  returned  to  the  office  of 
origin  and,  if  possible,  delivered  to  the  sender. 

3.  It  is  forbidden : 
First,  to  send  bv  mail: 

(a)  samples  and  other  articles  which,  from  their  nature,  may  prove  dangerous  to 
the  postal  employees,  soil  or  injure  the  correspondence; 

(6)  explosive,  inflammable,  or  dangerous  substances;  animals  and  insects,  lira; 
or  dead,  excepting  the  cases  provided  for  in  the  Regulations  of  detail. 

Second,  to  msen  in  ordinary  or  registered  articles  placed  in  the  mails: 

(a)  current  coin ; 

(h)  articles  liable  to  customs  duty; 

(o)  gold  or  silver  bullion,  precious  stones,  jewelry,  and  other  precious  artieles^bnt 
only  in  case  their  insertion  or  transmission  is  prohibited  by  the  legislation  of  the 
countries  concerned. 

4.  Articles  coming  under  the  prohibition  of  section  3  preceding  which  have  been 
forwarded  erroneously,  should  be  returned  to  the  office  of  origin,  except  in  caeei 
where  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination  is  auliiorized  by  its  legisla- 
tion or  by  its  domestic  regulations  to  dispose  of  them  otherwise. 

However,  explosive,  inflammable,  or  dangerous  substances  are  not  returned  to  the 
office  of  origin;  they  are  destroyed  on  the  spot  through  the  care  of  the  Administra- 
tion which  ascertains  their  presence. 

5.  There  is,  moreover,  reserved  to  the  Government  of  every  country  of  the  Union 
the  right  to  refuse  to  convey  over  its  territory,  or  to  deliver,  as  well  articles  liable 
to  the  reduced  rate  in  regard  to  which  the  laws,  ordinances,  or  decrees  which  regn- 
late  the  conditions  of  their  publication  or  circulation  in  that  country  have  not  been 
complied  with,  as  correspondence  of  every  kind  which  bears  ostensibly  inscriptiooi, 
designs,  etc.,  forbidden  by  the  legal  enactments  or  regulations  in  force  in  the  saoie 
oountry. 

Aruclb  17. 

1.  The  Offices  of  the  Union  which  have  relations  with  countries  situated  oatside 
the  Union  must  lend  their  aid  to  all  the  other  Offices  of  the  Union  for  the  transmis- 
sion in  open-mail,  through  their  intermediary,  of  articles  of  correspondence  destined 
for  or  originating  in  said  countries. 

2.  As  regards  me  transit  charges  on  articles  of  every  kind,  and  the  responsibility 
for  registered  articles,  the  articles  of  correspondence  in  question  are  treated— 

Relative  to  their  conveyance  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Union,  in  aooordaofle 
with  the  stipulations  of  the  present  Convention ; 

Relative  to  their  conveyance  outside  the  limits  of  the  Union,  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  notified  by  the  Office  of  the  Union  which  serves  as  intermediary. 

However,  the  charges  for  the  entire  maritime  conveyance,  within  the  Union  and 
outside  the  Union,  must  not  exceed  20  firancs  per  kilogram  of  letters  and  post  cards, 
and  1  firanc  per  kilogram  of  other  articles ;  if  necessary,  these  charges  are  divided, 
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iTO  rata  for  the  distanoes,  between   the  of&oee   participating  in  the  maritime 
lonveyance. 

The  transit  charges,  territorial  or  maritime,  ontside  the  limits  of  the  Union  as  well 
«  within  the  jnri»cliction  of  the  Union,  on  the  articles  of  correspondence  to  which 
he  present  Article  applies,  are  ascertained  in  the  same  manner  as  the  transit  charges 
elative  to  articles  or  correspondence  exchanged  between  conntries  of  the  Union. 

3.  The  transit  charges  on  the  articles  of  correspondence  destined  for  conntries  ont- 
ide  the  Union  are  payable  by  the  office  of  the  country  of  origin,  which  fixes  the 
atee  of  prepayment  in  its  service  on  said  articles;  these  rates,  however,  mast  not 
»e  lower  than  the  normal  Union  rates. 

4.  The  transit  charges  on  articles  of  correspondence  originating  in  conntries  out- 
ide  the  Union  are  not  payable  by  the  office  of  the  country  of  destination.  That 
>ffioe  delivers  without  charge  the  articles  of  correspondence  which  it  has  received 
lompletely  prepaid;  on  the  unpaid  articles  of  correspondence  it  levies  a  charge 
iqual  to  double  the  rate  of  prepayment  applicable  in  its  own  service  to  similar 
ffticles  destined  for  the  country  where  said  articles  originate;  and  on  iusufflciently 
prepaid  articles  it  levies  a  charge  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  insufficiency; 
he  charge,  however,  must  not  exceed  that  which  is  levied  on  unpaid  articles  of  cor- 
-espondence  of  the  same  nature,  weight,  and  origin. 

6.  Articles  of  correspondence  dispatched  from  one  country  of  the  Union  to  a 
tountry  outside  the  Union,  and  vice  versa,  through  the  intermediary  of  an  Office 
>f  the  Union,  may  be  transmitted,  in  both  directions,  in  closed  mails,  if  this  mode 
if  transmission  is  admitted  by  a  common  a^eement  by  the  offices  of  origin  and  des- 
tination of  the  mails,  and  by  agreement  with  the  intermediary  Office. 

Articlb  18. 

The  high  contracting  parties  engage  to  adopt,  or  to  propose  to  their  respective 
legislatures,  the  necessary  measures  lor  punishing  the  fraudulent  use,  for  tne  pre- 
payment of  postal  articleH,  of  counterfeit  postage  stamps,  or  postage  stamps  which 
have  already  been  used.  They  likewise  engage  to  ado^t,  or  to  propose  to  their  respec- 
tire  legislatnres,  the  necessary  measures  tor  prohibiting  and  suppressing  the  fraud- 
ulent mannfacture,  sale,  offering  for  sale,  or  distribution  of  embossed  and  adhesive 
stamps  in  use  in  the  postal  service,  counterfeited  or  imitated  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
be  mistakablo  for  the  embossed  and  adhesive  stamps  issued  by  the  Administration  of 
any  one  of  the  contracting  countries. 

Article  19. 

The  services  concerning  letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value,  and  those  of  money 
orders,  postal  parcels,  collection  of  bills  and  drafts,  books  of  identity,  subscriptions 
to  newspapers,  etc.,  form  the  subject  of  special  arrangements  between  the  different 
oountries  or  groups  of  countries  of  the  Union. 

Abticub  20. 

1.  The  Postal  Administrations  of  the  various  conntries  composing  the  Union  are 
iompetent  to  establish  by  mutual  agreement,  in  Kegulations  of  execution,  all  the 
Deasnres  of  order  and  detail  which  are  Judged  necessary. 

2.  The  several  Administrations  may,  moreover,  make  among  themselves  the  Beces- 
ary  arrangements  on  the  subject  of  questions  which  do  not  concern  the  Union 
;enerally,  provided  that  those  arrangements  are  not  contrary  to  the  present  Con- 
tention. 

3.  The  Administrations  interested  are,  however,  permitted  to  conclude  mutual 
kgreements  for  the  adoption  of  lower  rates  of  postage  within  a  radius  of  30 
dlometers. 

Article  21. 

1.  The  present  Convention  involves  no  alteration  in  the  legislation  of  any  country 
IS  regards  anything  which  is  not  provided  for  by  the  stipulations  contained  in  this 
[Convention. 

2.  It  does  not  restrict  the  right  of  the  contracting  parties  to  maintain  and  to  con- 
clude treaties,  as  well  as  to  maintain  and  establish  more  restricted  Unions,  with  the 
r'iew  to  the  reduction  of  the  rates  or  any  other  improvement  of  the  postal  lelations. 

Article  22. 

1.  There  is  maintained,  under  the  name  of  the  "International  Bureau  of  the 
[Jniversal  Postal  Union,"  a  central  office,  which  is  conducted  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  Swiss  Postal  Administration,  and  the  expenses  of  which  are  b^me  by 
lU  tihe  Administrations  of  the  Union. 
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2.  This  Barean  continnes  to  be  charged  with  the  dn^  of  collecting,  collating, 
pnbliBhin^,  and  distributing  information  of  every  kind  which  concernB  the  intw- 
national  postal  service ;  of  giving,  at  the  request  of  the  parties  concerned,  an  opiDion 
upon  questions  in  dispute;  of  making  known  propositions  for  modifying  the  aetRof 
the  Congress;  of  giving  notice  of  the  chanses  adopted,  and,  in  general,  of  ondff* 
taking  such  researches  and  labors  as  may  be  intrusted  to  it  in  uie  interest  of  tiie 
Postal  Union. 

Articlb  28. 

1.  In  case  of  disagreement  between  two  or  more  members  of  the  Union,  as  to  tiie 
interpretation  of  the  present  Convention,  or  as  to  the  responsibility  of  an  Adnunis- 
tration  in  case  of  the  loss  of  a  registered  article,  the  question  in  dispute  is  decided 
by  arbitration.  To  that  end,  each  of  the  Administrations  concerned  chooses  another 
member  of  the  Union  not  directly  interested  in  the  matter. 

2.  The  decision  of  the  arbitrators  is  given  by  an  absolute  minority  of  the  votes. 

3.  In  case  the  votes  are  equally  divided  the  arbitrators  choose,  in  order  to  settle 
the  diflTerence,  another  Administration  equally  disinterested  in  the  disputed  qneetion. 

4.  The  provisions  of  the  present  Article  apply  equally  to  all  the  Agreements  eon- 
eluded  by  virtue  of  Article  19,  preceding. 

Article  24. 

1.  Countries  which  have  not  taken  part  in  the  present  Convention  are  admitted  to 
adhere  thereto  upon  their  demand. 

•  2.  Notice  is  given  of  this  adhesion,  through  the  diplomatic  channel,  to  theGoT- 
emment  of  the  Swiss  Confederation,  and  by  that  Government  to  all  the  coantries  of 
the  Union. 

3.  It  implies,  as  a  right,  accession  to  all  the  clauses  and  admission  to  all  the  sdvao- 
tages  stipulated  by  the  present  Convention. 

4.  It  devolves  upon  the  Grovemment  of  the  Swiss  Confederation  to  determine,  by 
mutual  agreement  with  the  Government  of  the  country  interested,  the  share  to  be 
contribnted  by  the  Administration  of  this  latter  conntry  toward  the  expenses  of  tbe 
International  Bureau,  and,  if  necessary,  the  rates  to  be  levied  by  that  Adnunistre- 
tion  in  conformity  with  Article  10,  preceding. 

Artici^  25. 

1.  Congresses  of  plenipotentiaries  of  the  contracting  countries,  or  simple  sdoin- 
istrative  conferences,  according  to  the  importance  of  tue  questions  to  be  solved,  are 
held  when  a  demand  for  them  is  made  or  approved  by  two-thirds,  at  least,  of  tbe 
Governments  or  Administrations,  as  the  case  may  be. 

2.  Nevertheless,  a  Congress  must  be  held  at  least  once  every  five  years. 

3.  Each  country  may  be  represented  either  by  one  or  several  delegates,  or  by  tbe 
delegation  of  another  country.  But  it  is  understood  that  the  delegate  or  delegttef 
of  one  country  can  be  charged  with  the  representation  of  two  countries  only,  inelnd- 
ing  the  country  which  they  represent. 

4.  In  the  deliberations  each  country  has  one  vote  only. 

5.  Each  Congress  fixes  the  place  of  meeting  for  the  following  Congress. 

6.  For  Conferences,  the  Administrations  fix  the  places  of  meeting  upon  the  pro> 
posal  of  the  International  Bureau. 

Article  26. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings,  any  Postal  AdministittioB 
of  a  country  of  the  Union  has  the  ri^ht  to  address  to  the  other  Administrstioni 
belonging  to  it,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propositioDB 
concerning  the  regimen  of  the  Union. 

In  order  to  be  brought  under  deliberation,  each  proposition  must  be  supported  by 
at  least  two  Administrations,  not  counting  the  one  from  which  the  propositioo  eoA' 
nates.  When  the  International  Bureau  does  not  receive  at  the  same  time  se  tbe 
proposition,  the  necessary  number  of  declarations  of  support  no  notice  is  takes  of 
the  proposition. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  following  procedure: 

A  period  of  six  months  is  allowed  to  the  Administrations  of  the  Union  to  ezsoiD* 
the  propositions,  and  to  transmit  to  the  International  Bureau,  if  necessaryi  their 
observations.  Amendments  are  not  admitted.  The  replies  are  tabulated  by  tbe 
International  Bureau  and  communicated  to  the  Administrations  with  the  invitetion 
to  pronounce  either  for  or  against  the  proposition.  Those  Administrations  which 
have  not  transmitted  their  vote  within  a  period  of  six  months,  counting  fh>m  the 
date  of  the  second  circular  of  the  International  Bureau  notifying  them  of  the  obMC" 
vations  made,  are  considered  as  abstaining  from  voting. 
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h  In  order  to  become  binding  tbe  propositions  mnst  obtain  as  follows : 

Pirst.  Unanimity  of  votes,  if  they  involve  the  addition  of  new  provisions  or  a  modi- 

ation  of  the  stipulations  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  2,  3,  4,  6.  6,  7.  8,  9. 

13.  15,  18,  27,  28,  and  29. 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes,  if  they  involve  a  modification  of  stipulations  of 
3  Convention  other  than  those  of  Articles  2.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  12,  13,  15,  18,  26,  27, 

and  29. 

rhird.  Simply  an  absolute  majority,  if  they  affeot  the  interpretation  of  the  stipu- 
ions  of  the  Convention,  except  in  the  case  of  dispute  contemplated  in  Article  23 
Mseding. 

L  The  binding  decisions  are  sanctioned,  in  the  first  two  cases,  by  a  diplomatic  dec- 
'ation,  which  the  Government  of  the  Swiss  Confederation  is  charged  to  prepare 
il  transmit  to  all  the  Governments  of  the  contracting  countries,  and,  in  the  third 
le,  by  a  simple  notification  from  the  International  Bureau  to  all  the  Administra- 
ns  of  the  Union. 
».  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  two  months  after 

notification. 

Articlk  27. 

rhe  following  are  considered  as  forming,  for  the  application  of  Articles  22, 25,  and 

preceding,  a  single  country,  or  a  single  Administration,  as  the  case  may  be: 

b'irst.  The  whole  of  tbe  German  Colonies; 

Second,  The  Empire  of  British  India; 

Third,  Tbe  Dominion  of  Canada; 

Fourth,  The  whole  of  the  British  Colonies  of  Australasia; 

Fifth,  The  whole  of  the  other  British  Colonies; 

Sixth,  The  whole  of  the  Danish  Colonies; 

Seventh,  The  whole  of  the  Spanish  Colonies; 

Eighth,  The  French  Colonies  and  Protectorates  of  Indo-China; 

Ninth,  The  whole  of  the  other  French  Colonies; 

Tenth,  Tbe  whole  of  the  Netherlands  Colonies ; 

£leveutb.  The  whole  of  the  Portuguese  Colonies. 

Abticle  28. 

Hie  present  Convention  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1899, 
d  shall  remain  in  force  during  an  indefinite  period;  but  each  contracting  party 
i  the  right  to  withdraw  from  the  Union,  by  means  of  a  notice  ffiven  one  year  in 
ranee  by  its  Government  to  the  Government  of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

Article  29. 

.  Frona  the  date  on  which  the  present  Convention  takes  effect,  all  the  stipulations 
tbe  Treaties,  Conventions,  Arrangements,  or  other  Acts  previously  concluded 
ween  tbe  various  countries  or  Administrations,  in  so  far  as  those  stipulations  are 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  present  Convention,  are  abrogated,  without 
i  a  dice  to  tbe  rights  reserved  by  Article  21  preceding. 

.  The  present  Convention  shall  be  ratified  as  soon  as  possible.  The  acts  of  rati- 
tion  shall  be  exchanged  in  Washington. 

.  In  faith  of  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  above-named  countries  have 
Qed  the  present  Convention  at  Washington  on  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
Here  follow  the  signatures.) 

IL— FINAL  PBOTOOOL. 

Lt  the  moment  of  proceeding  to  sign  the  Conventions  concluded  by  the  Universal 
ital  Congress  of  Washington,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed  as 
lows: 

I. 

>fficial  notice  is  taken  of  the  declaration  made  by  the  British  delegation,  in  the 
^e  of  its  Government,  to  the  effect  that  it  has  ceded  to  the  British  Colonies  and 
:»tectorates  of  South  Africa  the  vote  which  Article  27  (5)  of  the  Convention  attrib- 
i%  to  the  whole  of  the  other  British  Colonies. 

II. 

^n  modifieation  of  the  stipulation  of  Article  6  of  the  Convention,  which  fixes  the 
^ximum  registration  fee  at  25  centimes,  it  is  agreed  that  the  States  outside  of 
Lrope  are  authorized  to  maintain  this  maximum  at  50  centimes,  including  a  receipt 
*'en  to  the  sender. 
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in. 

In  modiflcation  of  the  stipalations  of  Article  8  of  the  Convention,  it  is  agreed  that, 
ae  a  temporary  measure,  the  Administrations  of  the  conutriee  outside  of  Enrope, 
whose  legislation  is  at  present  opposed  to  the  principle  of  responsibility,  retain  the 
option  oipostponing  the  application  of  that  pri  uciple  until  they  shall  have  been  able  to 
obtain  from  the  legislative  power  the  authority  to  introduce  it.  Up  to  that  time, 
the  other  Administrations  of  the  Union  are  not  bound  to  pay  an  indemnity  for  the 
loss,  in  their  respective  services,  of  registered  articles  addressed  to  or  origiDsting  in 
the  said  conntries. 

IV. 

The  Dominican  Repnblic,  which  forms  part  of  tbe  Postal  Union,  not  having  been 
Tepresented  at  the  Congress,  the  protocol  remains  open  for  its  adhesion  to  the  Con* 
▼entions  which  have  been  concluded  at  the  Congress,  or  only  to  one  or  the  other  of 
tliese  Conventions. 

The  protocol  also  remains  open  to  the  Empire  of  China,  whose  delegates  st  tiie 
Congress  have  detslared  the  intention  of  that  country  to  enter  the  Universal  Postal 
Union  on  a  date  to  be  fixed  subsequently. 

It  also  remains  open  to  the  Orange  Free  State,  whose  representative  has  declared 
the  intention  of  that  country  to  adhere  to  the  Universal  Postal  Union. 

V. 

The  protocol  remains  open  to  those  countries  whose  representatives  have  si^ed 
this  day  the  principal  Convention  only  or  only  a  certain  number  of  the  Conventions 
concluded  by  the  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  them  to  adhere  to  the  other 
Conventions  Signed  this  day,  or  to  one  or  the  other  of  them. 

VI. 

The  adhesions  contemplated  by  Article  IV  preceding  must  be  notitied  to  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  States  of  America  by  the  rcHpective  Governments,  in  diplomatie 
form.  The  term  accorded  to  them  for  that  notiti cation  will  expire  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1898. 

VII. 

In  case  one  or  more  of  the  contracting  parties  to  the  Postal  Conventions  signed 
this  day  at  Washington,  shall  not  ratify  one  or  the  other  of  those  Conventions,  that 
Convention  shall  be  none  the  less  valid*  for  the  States  which  shall  have  ratified  it. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  drawn  up  the  present 
final  protocol,  which  shall  have  the  same  force  and  value  as  if  its  provisions  were 
inserted  in  the  text  itwelf  of  the  Conventions  to  which  it  relates,  and  they  have 
signed  it  on  a  single  copy  which  shall  remain  in  the  Archives  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to  each  party. 

Done  at  Washington  the  fifteenth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-seven. 

(Here  follow  the  signatures.) 

UL— BEGULATIQirS  OF  DETAIL  AKB  OBDER  FOR  THE  EXECUTIOH  OF  THE 

CONVENTION. 

Concluded  between  Germany  and  the  German  Protectorates,  the  Greater  Bepnblic 
of  Central  America,  the  United  States  of  America,  tbe  Argentine  Republic,  Anstria- 
Hun^ary,  Belgium,  Bolivia,  Bosnia-Herxegovina,  Brazil,  Bulgaria.  Chile,  the 
Empire  of  China,  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  the  Independent  State  of  Conffo,  the 
Kingdom  of  Korea,  tbe  Repnblic  of  Costa  Rica,  Denmark  and  the  Danish  Colonies, 
the  Dominican  Republic,  Egypt,  Ecuador,  Spain  and  the  Spanish  Colonies,  Fraooe 
and  the  French  Colonies,  Great  Britain  and  various  British  Colonies,  British  India, 
the  British  Colonies  of  Australasia,  Canada,  the  British  Colonies  of  South  Africa, 
Greece,  Guatemala,  the  Republic  of  Haiti,  the  Republic  of  Hawaii,  Italy,  Japan, 
the  Republic  of  Liberia,  Luxemburg,  Mexico,  Montenegro,  Norway,  the  Orange 
Free  State,  Paraguay,  the  Netherlands  and  the  Netherlands  Colonies,  Pern,  Per- 
sia, Portugal  and  the  Portuguese  Colonies,  Roumania,  Russia,  Servia,  the  Kingdom 
of  Siam,  tne  South  African  Republic,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  the  Regency  of  IHmis, 
Turkey,  Uruguay,  and  the  United  States  of  Venezuela. 

The  undersigned,  in  view  of  Article  20  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention  eon- 
eluded  at  Washington  on  the  15th  of  June,  1897,  have,  in  the  name  of  their  respectiTe 
Administrations^  established,  by  mutual  agreement,  the  following  measures  to  insnre 
the  execution  of  the  said  Convention. 
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L— DiBBCTION  OF  CORRE6PONDENCB. 

1.  Each  Administration  is  bound  to  forward,  by  tho  most  rapid  routes  at  its  dis- 
posal for  its  own  mails,  the  closed  mails  and  the  articles  in  open-mail  which  are  deliv- 
ered to  it  by  another  Administration. 

2.  The  Administrations  which  avail  tliemHelves  of  the  option  to  levy  supplemen- 
tary charges,  as  representing  the  extraordinary  expenses  pertaining  to  certain  routes, 
are  at  Uberty  not  to  forward  by  those  routes,  when  other  means  of  communication 
exist,  any  insn£Qciently  prepaid  articles  for  which  the  employment  of  the  said  routes 
has  not  been  expressly  requested  by  the  senders. 

II. — Kkcuangk  in  Closed  Mails. 

1.  The  exchange  of  articles  in  closed  mails  between  the  Administrations  of  the 
Union  is  regulated  by  mutual  agreement  and  according  to  the  needs  of  the  service 
between  the  Administratious  concerned. 

2.  If  an  exchange  is  to  be  made  through  the  intermediary  of  one  or  more  countries, 
the  Administrations  of  those  countries  must  be  informed  thereof  in  due  time. 

3.  It  is,  moreover,  obligatory,  in  this  latter  case,  to  make  up  closed  mails,  when- 
ever the  number  of  articles  is  such  as  to  impefle  the  operations  of  an  intermediary 
Administration,  according  to  the  statement  of  that  Administration. 

4.  In  case  of  alteration  m  a  service  of  exchange  in  closed  mails  established  between 
two  Administrations  through  the  intermediary  of  one  or  more  other  countries,  the 
Administration  which  has  caused  the  alteration  gives  notice  thereof  to  the  Adminis- 
trations of  the  countries  throngh  whose  intermediary  the  exchange  is  made. 

III. — EXTUAOUDINARY   SkRVICES. 

The  extraordinary  services  of  the  Union  giving  rise  to  special  charges,  the  fixing 
of  which  is  reserved,  by' Article  4  of  the  Convention,  for  arrangemente  between  the 
Administrations  interested,  are  exclusively: 

First.  Those  which  are  maintained  for  the  accelerated  territorial  conveyance  of  the 
mail  called  Indian ; 

Second.  That  which  the  Postal  Administration  of  the  United  States  of  America 
maintains  upon  its  territory  for  the  conveyance  of  closed  mails  between  Ihe  Atlantic 
Ocean  and  the  Pacific  Ocean ; 

Third.  That  which  is  established  for  the  conveyance  of  mails  by  railroad  between 
Colon  and  Panama. 

IV.— Fixing  the  Rates  of  Postage. 

1.  In  execution  of  Article  10  of  the  Convention,  the  AdministrationH  of  the  coun- 
tries of  the  Union  which  have  not  the  franc  for  their  monetary  unit,  levy  their  rates 
of  postage  according  to  the  following  equivalents: 


Countriea  of  the  Union. 


6«miSBy 

German  Protectorated :  Territorv  of  Cameroon,  "New 
Gninea  Company,  Territory  of  Togo,  Territory  of 
Soatbwest  Africa,  Territorv  of  East  Africa,  Terri- 
tory of  the  Marshall  Islancls. 

Argentine  Republic 

Aaatria  Haug2iry 

Bolivia 

Bo«ni*-Her7.ej;ovlna 

BraaU 


Canada 

Chile 

Colom  bia 

Korea 

CosURica 

Denmark 

Daniab  Colonies : 

Greenland 

Danish  Weat  Indies. 
IVmunican  Repai>lic  .... 

8«rp* 


25  centimes. 


Ecaador 

Spanish  Colonies:    Cuba,  Puerto   Rico,  Philippine 

Islanda  and  dependencies,  and  establishmcuta  un 

the  Golf  of  Gnluea. 


20  pfennig . , 
do , 


8  centavos . 
10  kreueer . 
5  centavos . 
10  kreuzer. 

lOOreis 

5  couta 

5  centavos . 

do 

25  7)Oon 

5  centavos. 
20  ore 


do 

5  cents 

5  centavos., 
1  piastre — 


5  centavos . . 
5  centavos . . 


10  centimes. 


10  pfennig 
do 


4  centavos . 

5  kreuser . . . 
2  centavos . 
5  kreueer . . 

50reis 

2  centa 

2  centavos . 
do 

10  poon  

2  centavos . 
10  ore 


do 

2  cents 

2  centavos 

6  railli^mea  of 

a  livre. 
2  centavos .. .. 
2  centavos 


6  centimes. 


6  pfennig. 
Do. 


2  centavos. 
:i  kreuzer. 

1  <"entavo. 

2  kreuser. 
•J.>  reis. 

1  cent. 
1  centa  vo. 

Do. 
5  poon. 
1  centa  vo. 
5  ore. 

Do. 

1  cent. 

1  centavo. 

2  millidmea  of 
a  livre. 

1  centavo. 
1  centavo. 
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Countries  of  the  Union. 


Unitod  Sta.t«sof  AmerioA 

Great  Britain 

British  Colonics: 

Antigoaf  Bahamas,  Barbados,  Bermudas,  Gold 
CoMt,  Doniinic'-a,  Falkland  Islands,  (lambia, 
Grenada.  Jamaica^  La^os,  Malta,  Moutserrat, 
Natal,  Ivevis,  St.  Christopher,  St.  Lucia,  St. 
Vincent,  Sierra  Leone,  Tubago,  Trinidad, 
Tnrks  Island,  Virgin  Islands. 
British  Guiana,  British  Honduras,  Newfound- 

liiud. 
Hongkong,  British  Borneo,  and  Labuan , 


Straits  Settlements. 


Mauritius  and  dupeudencies. 
Cyprus 


Ceylon. 


Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Zanzibar  and  Eant  A  frica 
Ascension  and  St.  Helena 
Austrttlania 

Gnat4^niala 

Haiti 


Hawaii 

British  India. 

Japan  

Liberia 

Mexico 

Montenegro  . . 

Korway 

Paraguay 


Iletherlands  and  Netherlands  Colonies. 


Peru 

Persia 

Portugal  and  Portuguese   Colonies,  except   Portu- 
guese India. 

Portuguese  India 

Macao 

Greater  Republic  of  Central  America 

Russia 

Slam 


South  AMcan  Republic. 

Sweden 

Turkey 

Uruguay 


25  centimes. 


6  cents. . 
2^  ponce 

2|  pence 


5  cents. 


10  cents  of  a 

dollar. 
8   cents  of  a 

dollar. 
10  cents  of  a 

rupee. 
2  piasters  or 

80  paras. 
14  cents  of  a 

rupee. 

2^  pence 

2^  annas 

2|  pence 

2|  pence 

5  centavos 

5  centavos  of 

a  piastre. 

5  ceut«) 

2  annas 

5aen 

Scents 

5  centavoa  . . . . 

10  soldi.  

20  3re 

5  centavos  of 
a  peso. 

12|  cents 
(Dutch). 

6  centavos 

Tshuhis 

5Q  rcis 


2tangaa 


5  centavoa  — 

10  kni)ek8 

T^atts 

2|  t>cnce 

20  ore 

40  paras 

5  centavos  of 
a  piastre. 


10  centimes. 


2  cents.. 
1  penny. 

1  penny. 


2  cents. 


4  cents  of  a 
dollar. 

3  cents   of  a 
dollar. 

4  cents   of  a 
rupee. 

1  piaaier  or  40 
paras. 

5  cents  of  a 
rupeeu 

I  penny 

1  anna 

1  penny 

1  penny 

2  centavos 

2  centavos  of 

a  piastre. 

2cents 

9  anna 


zsen 

2cents 

2 centavos .... 

5  soldi 

10  ore 

2  centavos  of 

a  peso. 
5  cents  (Dutch) 

2  centavos 

asbahis 

20reis 


lOreis 


2  centavos . . . . 
4  kopeks 

3  atts 

1  penny 

10  ore 

20  paras 

2  centavos  of 
a  piastre. 


5  centimei. 


loent 
^  penny. 

4  penny. 


ofa 


1  cent, 

2  oeoti  of  a 
dollar. 

1    cent  of  a 

dollar. 
^  ceots  of  a 

rupee. 
4piastCiror2l} 

paras. 
2|  cents 

rapes, 
^penoy. 
{  anna. 
i  pennj. 
{penny. 
1  centavo. 
1  ceatsre  of 

apiaatra 
1  cent 
I  anna, 
laen. 
Iceoi 
I  centSTO. 

3  soldi 
Sorei 

1  oentsTO  of 
a  peso. 

24cta.(Dntcb). 

loentava 

IsbahL 

lOrela. 

Sreis. 

losntava 

2  kopeks, 
l^atts. 

penny. 

ore. 
10  paras. 
1  centsTO  oc 

a  piastre. 


5o 


2.  In  case  of  cliange  in  the  monetary  system  of  any  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
countries  or  of  an  important  moditicntion  in  the  value  of  its  money,  the  Adminis- 
tration of  that  country  must  come  to  an  unclei-standing  with  the  Swiss  Postal 
Administration  in  order  to  modify  the  above  equivalents.  It  devolves  upon  the  lat- 
ter Adiuiuistration  to  give  notice  of  this  modilicatiou  to  all  the  other  offices  of  tbe 
Union  through  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau. 

3.  The  monetary  fractions  resulting  eitlier  from  the  complement  of  the  charge 
applicable  to  insufficiently  prepaid  articles,  or  from  the  fixing  of  the  rates  on  arti- 
cles exchanged  with  countries  foreign  to  the  Union,  or  from  the  combination  of  the 
Union  rates  with  the  surtaxes  contemplated  by  Article  5  of  the  Convention,  may  i'e 
rounded  oflf  by  the  Adniiuistrations  which  levy  the  rates;  but  the  sum  to  headd«*«j 
on  this  accoant  must,  in  no  case,  exceed  the  value  of  one-twentieth  of  a  franc  (3 
centimes). 

V. — ExcEi*TiONs  IN  Matters  of  Weight. 

As  an  exceptional  measure,  it  is  agreed  that  the  States  which,  in  conseqneDce  of 
their  domestic  regulations,  are  unable  to  adopt  the  decimal  metrical  system  of 
weight,  have  the  right  to  substitute  for  it  the  ounce  avoirdupois  (28.3465  grama),  ^f 
assimilating  a  half  ounce  to  15  grams,  and  2  ounces  to  50  grama,  and  toraiM}>^ 
needful,  the  limit  of  the  single  rate  of  postage  on  newspapers  to  4  onness,  bot 
under  the  express  condition  that,  in  the  latter  case,  the  postage  on  newspapen  bf 
not  less  thau  10  centimes,  and  that  an  entire  rate  of  postage  be  chargea  for  sarb 
copy  of  the  newspaper,  even  though  several  newspapers  be  included  in  the  aain^ 
package. 
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VI. — Po8TA(jK  Stamps. 

1.  The  postage  stamps  representing  the  normal  Union  rates  or  their  equivalent  in 
he  money  of  each  conntry  are  printed  as  far  as  possible  in  the  following  colors: 

The  25-centime8  postage  stamps  in  dark  blue; 
the  lO-oentimes  postage  stamps  in  red ; 
the  5-centimes  postage  stamps  in  green. 

2.  The  postage  stamps  must  bear  on  their  face  the  inscription  of  the  value  which 
ley  actually  represent  for  the  prepayment  of  articles  of  correspondence  according 
)  the  Table  of  equivalents  inserted  in  Article  IV,  preceding. 

Vn. — CORRBSPONDBNCB  WITH  COUNTRIKS  FOREIGN  TO  THE  UNION. 

The  Offices  of  the  Union  which  have  relations  with  the  countries  foreUrn  to  the 
nion,  furnish  to  the  other  Olllces  of  the  Union  a  list  of  those  countries  with  the  fol- 
)wing  indications: 

First,  the  maritime  or  territorial  transit  charges  applicable  to  conveyance  outside 
30  limits  of  the  Union; 

Second,  the  designation  of  the  articles  admitted ; 
Third,  whether  prepayment  is  compulsory  or  optional; 

Fourth,  the  limit,  for  each  category  of  articles,  of  the  validity  of  the  prepayment 
med  (to  destination,  to  the  port  of  debarkation,  etc.); 

Fifth,  the  extent  of  the  pecuniary  responsibility  in  the  matter  of  registered 
rticlee; 

Sixth,  the  possibility  of  admitting  return  receipts; 

Seventh,  as  far  as  possible,  the  rates  of  prepayment  in  force  in  the  countries  for- 
ign  to  the  Union  in  their  relations  with  the  countries  of  the  Union. 

VIII.— Application  op  Stamps. 

1.  Articles  originating  in  countries  of  the  Union  are  impressed  with  a  stamp  indi- 
ating  the  place  of  origin  and  the  date  of  posting. 

2.  On  arrival,  the  oince  of  destination  impresses  its  date-stamp  on  the  back  of 
otters  and  on  the  front  of  post-cards. 

3.  The  impression  of  the  stamps  on  articles  deposited  on  board  vessels  in  the  mov- 
ble  boxes,  or  in  the  hands  of  the  commanders,  devolves,  in  the  cases  contemplated 
y  Section  3  of  Article  11  of  the  Convention,  on  the  postal  agent  on  board,  or 
f  there  be  none,  on  the  post-office  to  which  the  articles  are  delivered.  In  that 
ise  this  post- office  stamps  them  with  its  ordinary  date-stamp  and  adds  the  word 
paqnehot"  (mail  steamer)  either  in  writing  or  by  means  of  an  autograph  stamp  or 
kamps.  * 

4.  Articles  originating  in  countries  forei^  to  the  Union  are  impressed  by  the  Office 
f  the  Union  which  first  receives  them,  with  a  stamp  indicating  the  place  and  date 
f  entry  into  the  service  of  that  Office. 

5.  Unpaid  or  insnfficientlv  prepaid  articles  are,  in  addition,  impressed  with  the 
tamp  T  (tax  to  be  paid),  tne  application  of  which  devolves  npon  the  Office  of  the 
onntry  of  origin  in  the  case  of  articles  originating  in  the  Union,  and  upon  the 
Office  of  the  country  of  entry  in  the  case  of  articles  originating  in  countries  foreign 
0  the  Union. 

6.  Articles  to  be  delivered  by  special  carrier  are  impressed  with  a  stamp  showing 
Q  large  letters  the  words  "Exprds/'  The  Administrations  are,  however,  author- 
zed  to  substitute  for  this  stamp  a  printed  label  or  a  written  inscription  underscored 
^ith  a  colored  pencil. 

7.  Every  article  of  correspondence  which  does  not  bear  the  Stamp  T  is  considered 
M  prepaid  and  treated  accordingly,  unless  there  be  an  obvious  error. 

8.  Postage  stamps  which  have  not  been  canceled  owing  to  an  error  or  omission  in 
kbe  service  of  origin  must  be  canceled  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  Office  which 
notices  the  irregularity. 

IX. — Indication  op  the  Numbrr  of  Rates. 

^  When  an  unpaid  or  insufficiently  prepaid  letter  or  other  article  of  correspondence 
u  liable,  bv  reason  of  its  weight,  to  more  than  a  sin;;^1e  rate  of  postage,  the  OHice  of 
origin  or  of  entry  into  the  Union,  as  the  case  may  be,  indicates  in  the  upper  left-hand 
^msr  of  the  address,  in  ordinary  figures,  the  number  of  rates  of  the  article. 

X. — iNStTFFICIKNT  PREPAY>fENT. 

1.  When  an  article  is  insufficiently  prepaid  by  means  of  postage  stamps,  the  dis- 
patching Office  indicates,  in  black  figures  placed  at  the  side  of  the  postage  stamps, 
the  unount  of  the  deficiency,  expressing  it  in  francs  and  centimes. 
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2.  According  to  this  indication,  the  exchange  office  of  the  coontry  of  deBtinstion 
charges  the  article  with  donble  the  deficiency  as  indicated. 

3.  In  case  nse  has  been  made  of  postage  stamps  not  valid  for  prepayment,  do 
acoonnt  is  taken  of  them.  This  circumstance  is  indicated  by  a  cipher  (0)  plsoed  it 
the  side  of  the  postage  stamps. 

XI.— Conditions  Afplicablb  to  Reoistebed  Articles. 

1.  Articles  of  correspondence  addressed  nnder  initials  and  those  which  1)earan 
address  written  in  pencil  are  not  admitted  to  registration. 

2.  No  special  condition  of  form  or  fastening  is  prescribed  for  registered  articles. 
Each  Office  has  the  right  to  apply  to  snch  articles  the  regulations  established  in  its 
domestic  service. 

3.  Registered  articles  should  bear  a  label  in  conformity  with  or  analogous  to  Foim 
A  annexed  to  the  present  Regulations,  indicating  the  name  of  the  office  of  origin 
and  the  number  of  order  under  which  the  article  is  entered  on  the  records  of  that 
office. 

Nevertheless,  Administrations  Whose  domestic  regulations  do  not  at  present  snthor- 
ize  the  use  of  labels,  are  permitted  to  defer  the  execution  of  this  measure  and  to  con- 
tinue the  use  of  stamps  for  designating  registered  articles. 

It  is,  however,  indispensable  to  designate  each  registered  article  by  a  namber  of 
order.  If  the  domestic  regulations  of  a  refor warding  office  require  the  designation 
of  registered  articles  by  a  new  number  of  order,  that  office  must  cross  out  the  origi- 
nal number,  taking  care,  however,  to  leave  it  legible. 

4.  Unpaid  or  insufficiently  prepaid  registered  articles  are  forwarded  to  the 
addressees  without  charge,  but  the  office  which  receives  an  article  nnder  these  con- 
ditions must  report  the  case  by  Bulletin  of  Verification  to  the  Administration  to 
which  the  office  of  origin  is  subordinate.  The  Bulletin  must  state  very  exactly  the 
origin,  date  of  mailing,  and  number  of  the  article. 

This  stipulation  does  not  apply  to  registered  articles  which,  in  consequence  of 
having  been  reforwarded,  become  liable  to  a  higher  rate  of  postage.  These  hist- 
mentioned  articles  are  treated  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  Section  2  of 
Article  XXV  of  the  present  Regulations. 

XII.— iNDBNfNITT  FOR  THE  LOSS  OF  A  RBGISTBREB  ARTICLB. 

When  the  indemnity  duo  for  the  loss  of  a  registered  article  has  been  paid  by  one 
Administration,  on  behalf  of  another  Administration  which  is  responsible,  the  lat- 
ter Administration  is  obliged  to  reimburse  th^  amount  within  a  period  of  three 
months  after  having  been  advised  of  the  payment.  This  reimbursement  is  made 
either  by  means  of  a  money-order,  or  a  draft,  or  in  specie  current  in  the  creditor 
country.  When  the  reimbursement  of  the  indemnity  involves  expenses,  they  an 
invariably  borne  by  the  debtor  office. 

XIII.— Return- Receipts  for  Rboisterbd  Articles. 

1.  Articles  for  which  the  sender  requests  a  return-receipt  must  be  marked  veiy 
clearly:  "Avis  de  reception,"  (Return-receipt),  or  be  stamped  with  the  letters,  A.  R> 

2.  They  are  accompanied  by  a  Form  conforming  or  analogous  to  the  Form  B 
appended  hereto;  this  Form  is  prepared  by  the  oflllce  of  origin  or  by  any  other  office 
to  oe  designated  by  the  dispatching  Office,  and  attached,  by  means  of  a  string  tied 
crosswise,  to  the  article  to  which  it  relates.  If  it  does  no|;  reach  the  office  of  desti- 
nation, that  office  officially  prepares  a  new  Return-receipt. 

Return-receipts  must  be  formulated  in  French  or  bear  an  interlinear  translation 
in  that  language. 

3.  The  office  of  destination,  after  having  duly  filled  out  the  Form  B,  returns  it  in 
an  envelope  and  nnder  official  registration  to  the  office  of  origin. 

4.  Wlien  a  sender  requests  a  Return-receipt  for  a  registered  article  snbaeqneot^ 
the  mailing  of  this  article,  the  office  of  origin  reproduces  on  a  Form  B,  to  which 
there  is  previously  attached  a  postage  stamp  representing  the  charge  for  a  Retan* 
receipt,  a  very  exact  description  of  the  registered  article  (nature  of  the  article,  office 
of  origin,  date  of  mailing,  number,  address).  This  Form  is  transmitted  from  Admin- 
istration to  Administration  with  the  indication  of  the  mail  in  which  the  registered 
article  inquired  for  has  been  delivered  to  the  exchange  service  of  the  corresponding 
office.  The  office  of  destination  fills  out  the  Form  and  returns  it  to  the  office  of 
origin  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  Section  3  preceding. 

5.  If  a  Return-receipt  regularly  requested  by  the  sender  at  the  moment  of  msiling 
has  not  reached  the  office  of  origin  within  the  time  stipulated,  the  rules  laid  down 
in  Section  4  preceding  are  followed  for  reclaiming  the  missing  lietum-receipt.    Hov- 
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6Ter,  in  this  last-mentioned  cane,  instead  of  attaching  a  postage  stamp  to  the  Form 
B,  the  office  of  origin  enters  at  the  top  of  the  Form  the  words  '*  Reclamation  for  a 
Retnm-receipt,  etc.'' 

XIV.— Rbgistkrbd  Articlks  Marksi)  with  Trads  Charobs. 

1.  Registered  articles  marked  with  trade  charges  mast  hear  the  impression  of  a 
stamp  or  label  showing  the  word  ''Rembonrsemeut/' 

2.  The  amonnt  of  the  trade  charge  must  be  given  in  the  money  of  the  country  of 
destination  on  the  address-side  of  the  article,  in  Latin  characters,  all  in  writing,  and 
in  figures,  without  erasure,  or  words  or  figures  written  above  the  Hue.  The  sender 
must  indicate,  below,  his  name  and  address,  likewise  in  Latin  characters. 

3.  If  the  addressee  does  not  pay  the  amount  of  the  trade  charge  within  a  period  of 
7  days  in  the  relalious  between  the  countries  of  Europe,  and  a  period  of  15  days  in 
the  relations  between  the  countries  of  Europe  and  the  countries  outside  of  Europe, 
and  of  these  last-mentioned  countries  among  themselves,  dating  from  the  day  follow- 
ing the  day  of  arrival  at  the  office  of  destination,  the  article  is  reforwarded  to  the 
office  of  origin. 

4.  Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement,  the  amonnt  collected  after  dedncting 
the  charge  for  cashing  contemplated  by  Article  7,  Section  2,  of  the  Convention,  and 
the  ordinary  charge  for  a  money  or<ler,  is  converted  into  a  money  order,  showing  at 
the  head  of  the  front  part  the  word  **  Remb/'  and  Issued  for  the  amount  remaining 
after  the  dednctions  indicated  above,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  for  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Arrangement  concerning  the  service  of  money-orders.  Mention  should 
be  made,  on  the  coupon  of  the  money-order,  of  the  name  and  address  of  the  addressee 
of  the  article  marked  with  trade  charges,  as  well  as  of  the  place  and  date  of  mail- 
ing of  the  article. 

5.  Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement,  articles  marked  with  trade  charges 
may  be  reforwarded  from  one  of  the  countries  participating  in  this  service  to  another 
one  of  these  countries.  In  case  of  reforwarding,  the  article  preserves  intact  the 
original  request  for  payment  of  the  trade  charge,  as  formnlated  by  the  sender  him- 
self. The  Otiice  of  the  final  destination  is  the  only  one  which  may  proceed  to  con- 
vert into  its  money  the  amount  of  the  trade  charge,  according  to  the  rate  of 
conversion  applicable  to  money  orders,  in  case  it  has  not  the  same  monetary  system 
as  that  in  which  the  trade  charge  is  expressed.  It  is  likewise  its  duty  to  convert  the 
trade  charge  into  a  money  order  payable  in  the  country'  of  origin. 

XV.— Post  Cards. 

1.  Post  cards  must  be  forwarded  without  cover  and  bear,  at  the  head  of  the  front, 
the  title  ^'Post  Card"  in  a  conspicuous  manner,  in  the  French  language,  or  an  inter- 
linear translation  in  that  language.  This  title  is  followed,  as  far  as  posnible,  by  the 
words  '*  Universal  Postal  Union,"  *'  (side  reserved  fur  the  address)."  The  remain- 
ing portion  of  the  front  is  reserved  for  stamps  for  prepayment,  for  indications  relat- 
ing to  the  postal  service  (registered,  return-receipt,  etc. ),  and  for  the  address  of  the 
addressee,  which  may  be  in  manuscript,  or  in  the  shape  of  a  label,  not  exceeding  2 
centimeters  by  5,  pasted  on  the  card. 

When  the  sender  uses  for  a  foreign  destination  a  post  card  of  the  domestic  service, 
drcnlation  is  given  to  l^is  post  card,  provided  it  bears  the  title,  ])rinted  or  written, 
"Post  Card,"  or  the  equivalent  of  this  title  in  the  language  of  the  country  of  origin. 

Moreover,  the  sender  has  the  option  of  indicating  his  name  and  address  on  the 
front  either  in  writing,  or  by  means  of  a  stamp,  autograph  stamp,  or  by  any  other 
typographical  process. 

Engravings  or  advertisements  may  be  printed  on  the  front.  However,  they  must 
m  no  wise  interfere  with  the  clear  indication  of  the  address  or  with  the  application 
of  stamps  and  the  notices  of  the  postal  service. 

Except  stamps  for  prepayment  and  the  labels  mentioned  in  paragraph  I  and  pars- 
graph  4  of  the  present  Article,  it  is  forbidden  to  join  or  attach  to  post  cards  any 
srtiolea  whatsoever. 

2.  Post  cards  may  not  exceed  the  following  dimensions :  Length,  14  centimeters, 
breadth,  9  centimeters. 

3.  PoBt  cards  with  paid  reply  must  bear  on  the  front,  as  title,  on  the  fint  half: 
"  Post  card  with  paid  reply ; "  on  the  second  half:  ''  Reply  Post  Card."  Each  of  the 
two  halvea  most  also  comply  with  the  other  conditions  prescribed  for  the  single  post 
eard.  They  are  folded  one  over  the  other,  and  must  not  be  closed  in  any  manner 
whatsoever. 

4.  The  sender  of  a  postcard  with  paid  reply  may  indicate  his  name  and  address oo 
the  front  of  the  **  reply  half,"  either  in  writing  or  by  pasting  a  label  on  it. 

5.  The  prepayment  of  the  **  reply  half"  bv  means  of  the  postage  stamp  of  the 
eoontry  wiiicn  iasned  the  card  is  valid  only  when  the  two  parts  of  the  post  card  with 
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paid  reply  are  received  from  the  country  of  origin  adhering  to  each  other,  and  whtn 
the  "  reply  "  half  is  forwarded  to  a  destinatioD  in  that  coautry.  In  other  csms  it  U 
treated  as  an  unpaid  post  card. 

6.  Single  post  cards  and  post  cards  with  paid  reply,  issued  b^  private  establifih- 
ments,  are  admitted  to  international  circulation,  provided  the  legislation  of  theoooD* 
try  of  origin  allows  it,  and  if  they  fulfill  the  conditions  determined  by  the  preaeot 
Article  for  the  admission  at  the  reduced  rate,  in  the  exchanges  from  ooantrf  to 
country,  of  the  post  cards  issued  by  the  Postal  Administrations,  and  if  they  be  in 
conformity  with  the  post  cards  issued  by  the  Post-Offlce  of  origin  as  regards  their 
size  and  the  consistency  of  the  paper. 

7.  Post  cards  not  fiilnlling,  as  regards  dimensions,  external  form,  etc.,  the  condi- 
tions prescribed  by  the  present  Article  for  articles  of  this  category  are  treated  as 
letters. 

However,  post  cards  addressed  originally  to  the  interior  of  the  country  of  origin 
and  reforwarded  to  another  country  are  admitted  at  the  redaced  rate  if  they  fnlfill 
the  conditions  prescribed  for  the  circulation  of  poet  cards  in  the  interior  of  the  coon- 
try  of  origin  and  if  they  do  not  exceed  the  dimensions  fixed  by  Section  2,  preceding. 

XYl. — COMMRRCIAL  PAPERS. 

1.  The  following  are  considered  as  commercial  papers  and  admitted  as  such  at  the 
reduced  i)08tage  sanctioned  by  Article  5  of  the  Convention :  All  instruments  or  docn- 
ments  written  or  drawn  wholly  or  partly  by  hand  which  have  not  the  character  of 
an  actual  and  personal  correspondence,  such  as  papers  of  legal  procedure,  deedn  of 
all  kinds  drawn  up  by  pnblio  fanctionaries,  waybills  or  bills  of  lading,  invoices,  the 
various  documents  of  insurance  companies,  copies  of  or  extracts  from  acts  onder 
private  signature,  written  on  stamped  or  unstamped  piiper,  scores  or  sheets  of  man- 
uscript music,  manuscripts  of  works  or  of  newspapers  forwarded  separately,  cor- 
rected tasks  of  scholars,  excluding  all  estimates  of  the  work,  eto. 

2.  Commercial  papers  are  subject,  as  regards  form  and  conditiona,  to  the  stipola* 
tions  prescribed  for  printed  matter  (Article  XVUI). 

XVII.— Samples. 

1.  Samples  of  merchandise  are  admitted  to  the  advantage  of  the  reduction  of  port- 
age which  is  grranted  to  them  by  Article  5  of  the  Convention  only  nnder  the  fol- 
lowing conditions : 

2.  Tney  must  be  placed  in  bags,  boxes,  or  removable  envelopes,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  admit  of  easy  inspection. 

3.  They  must  not  have  any  salable  value,  nor  bear  any  manuscript  other  than  the 
name  or  the  social  position  of  the  sender,  the  address  of  the  addressee,  a  maonfae- 
tnrer  s  or  a  trade-mark,  numbers  of  order,  prices,  and  indications  relating  to  weight 
and  size,  as  well  as  to  the  quantity  to  be  disposed  of,  or  those  which  are  necenary 
to  precisely  indicate  the  origin  and  nature  of  the  merchandise. 

4.  Articles  of  glass,  liquids,  oils,  fattv  substances,  dry  powders  whether  coloring 
or  not,  as  well  as  live  bees,  are  admittea  to  transmission  as  samples  of  merehandiie, 
proviaed  they  are  put  up  in  the  following  manner: 

First.  Articles  of  glass  must  be  packed  solidly  (in  boxes  of  metal,  wood,  leather, 
or  pasteboard),  so  as  to  prevent  all  danger  to  the  oorresponcfence  and  the  employees. 

Second.  Liquids,  oils,  and  substances  easily  liquefiable  must  be  inclosed  m  glaas 
bottles  hermetically  closed.  Each  bottle  must  be  placed  in  a  wooden  box  filled  with 
sawdust,  cotton,  or  spongy  matter  in  sufficient  quantity  to  absorb  the  Uqnid  in  eaie 
the  bottle  should  break.  Finally,  the  box  itself  must  be  inclosed  in  a  case  of  metal 
or  wood  with  a  screw-top,  or  of  strong  and  thick  leather. 

If  perforated  wooden  blocks  are  used,  measuring  at  least  2^  millimeters  in  the 
thinnest  part,  sufficiently  filled  inside  with  absorbing  matter  and  furnished  with  i 
lid,  it  is  not  necessary  that  these  blocks  should  be  inclosed  in  a  seoond  case. 

Third.  Fatty  substances  which  are  not  easily  liquefiable,  such  as  ointmeutB,  soap, 
resins,  etc.,  the  conveyance  of  which  causes  less  inconvenience,  must  be  inclosed  in 
an  inner  cover  (box,  hnen  ba^,  parchment,  etc.),  which  is  placed  in  a  second  box  of 
wood,  metal,  or  strong  and  thick  leather. 

Fourth.  Dry  powders,  whether  coloring  or  not,  must  be  placed  in  pasteboird 
boxes,  which  are  inclosed  in  a  linen  bag,  or  parchment. 

Fifth.  Live  bees  must  be  placed  in  boxes  so  constructed  as  to  avoid  all  danger  and 
to  permit  the  contents  to  be  ascertained. 

6.  There  are  likewise  admitted,  at  the  rate  Applicable  to  samples,  articles  of  nst* 
nral  history,  dried  or  preserved  animals  and  plants,  geological  specimens,  etc.,  which 
are  not  transmitted  lor  a  commercial  purpose,  and  which  are  wrapped  in  oonfonui^ 
with  the  general  stipulations  oonoemmg  samples  of  merchandise. 
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XVIII. — Printed  Mattsr  of  Evkry  Kind. 

1.  The  following  are  coDsidered  as  printed  matter,  and  admitted  as  such  at  tlie 
sdaced  postage  sanctioned  hv  Article  5  of  the  Convention,  viz:  Newspapers  and 
Biiodical  works,  hooks  stitcned  or  hound,  pamphlets,  sheets  of  music,  visiting 
irda,  address  cards,  proofs  of  printing  with  or  without  the  manuscripts  relating 
lereio,  papers  with  raised  points  for  the  use  of  the  hlind,  engravings,  photographs 
ad  albums  containing  photographs,  pictures,  drawings,  plans,  maps,  catalogues, 
ro8pectnseB,annonncements,  and  notices  of  various  kinds,  whethcrprinted,  engraved, 
thograpbed,  or  autographed,  and  in  general,  all  impressions  or  reproductions 
btained  upon  paper,  parchment,  or  cardhoard  hy  means  of  printing,  engraving, 
hog^pbing,  and  autographing,  or  any  other  mechanical  process  easy  to  recognize, 
ccept  the  copying  press  and  the  typewriter. 

There  are  assimilated  to  printed  matter,  reproductions  of  a  printed  oopy  made  with 
[ie  pen  or  the  typewriter  when  they  are  obtained  hy  a  mechanical  process  of  polyg- 
&phy  (chromography,  etc.);  but  in  order  to  pass  at  the  reduced  postage  they 
lust  be  maUed  at  the  post-office  windows,  and  in  the  minimum  number  of  twenty 
erfectly  identical  copies. 

2.  The  following  are  excluded  from  transmission  at  the  reduced  postage,  viz: 
tamps  or  forms  of  prepayment,  whether  canceled  or  not,  as  well  ns  all  printed 
rticles  constituting  the  representative  si.icn  of  a  monetary  value. 

3.  Printed  articles  the  text  of  which  has  been  modified  after  printing,  either  by 
land  or  bv  means  of  a  mechanical  process,  or  which  bear  any  marks  whatever  sus- 
eptible  of  oonstitnting  a  conventional  language,  can  not  be  forwarded  at  the  reduced 
ate. 

i.  As  exceptions  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  Section  3  preceding,  it  is  permitted: 

(a)  to  indicate  on  the  outside  of  the  article  the  name,  business,  and  residence  of  the 
lender ; 

(6)  to  add,  by  hand,  on  printed  visiting  cards,  the  address  of  the  sender,  his  title, 
iS  well  as  wishes,  congratulations,  thanks,  compliments  of  condolence  or  other  forms 
»f  politeness  expressed  in  five  words  at  most  or  by  means  of  conventional  initials 
p.  f.,  etc. )  I 

(o)  to  indicate  or  to  change  on  the  print  itself,  by  hand  or  by  a  mechanical  process, 
he  date  of  dispatch,  the  signature  or  business  and  profession,  as  well  as  the  residence 
>f  the  sender; 

(d)  to  a«id  to  the  corrected  proof  the  manuscript,  and  to  make  in  the  proof  the 
sfaanges  and  additions  relating  to  the  correction,  the  form,  and  the  printing.  In 
»se  of  want  of  space,  these  additions  may  be  made  on  separate  sheets ; 

(e)  to  correct,  also,  errors  in  printing  on  articles  of  printed  matter  other  than  proof; 
if)  to  cross  out  certain  parts  of  printed  text,  in  order  to  make  them  illegible; 

{g)  to  make  prominent,  by  means  of  marks  or  by  underscoring,  passages  of  the  text 
o  which  it  is  desired  to  draw  attention ; 

{k)  to  insert  or  correct,  in  manuscript  or  by  a  mechanical  process,  figures  in  price 
ists,  offers  for  advertisements,  stock  quotations,  trade  circulars  and  proHpectuses, 
«  well  as  the  name  of  the  traveler,  the  date  of  his  visit,  and  the  name  of  the  place 
rhich  he  intends  to  visit,  in  notices  concerning  the  trips  of  commercial  travelers; 

(t)  to  indicate,  by  hand,  on  notices  relating  to  the  sailings  of  vessels,  the  dates  of 
ihese  sailing ; 

(k)  to  indicate  on  cards  of  invitation  and  notices  of  meetings  the  name  of  the 
Qvited  person,  the  date,  the  object,  and  the  place  of  meeting; 

(2)  to  add  a  dedication  on  books,  sheet  music,  newspapers,  photographs,  and 
Qgravin^,  as  well  as  to  attach  thereto  the  invoice  relating  to  the  article  itself; 

(m)  to  indicate  in  manuscript  on  booksellers' order  bnlletins  or  subscription  bulle- 
ins  relative  to  booksellers'  work,  books,  newspapers,  engravings,  pieces  of  music, 
tie  works  desired  or  offered,  and  to  cross  out  or  underscore  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
rinted  comronnications; 

(s)  to  paint  fashion  plates,  maps,  etc. ; 

(o)  to  add  in  manuscript  or  by  a  meohanioal  process  on  passages  clipped  from 
ewspapers  and  periodical  publications  the  title,  date,  number,  and  address  of  the 
ublication  from  which  the  article  has  been  taken. 

5.  With  the  exceptions  explicitly  authorized  by  the  present  Article,  it  is  forbidden 
o  make  additions  in  manuscript  or  by  means  of  a  mechanical  process  which  would 
leprive  the  printed  paper  of  its  general  character  and  give  to  it  the  character  of 
bdividnal  correspondence. 

6.  Articles  of  printed  matter  must  be  either  placed  under  band,  upon  rollers, 
^tween  boards,  in  covers  open  at  both  sides  or  at  both  ends,  or  in  unclosed  envel- 
opes, or  simply  folded  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  conceal  the  natnre  of  the  article, 
>r,  lastly,  tied  with  a  string  easy  to  unfasten. 

7.  Address  eards  and  all  printed  matter  presenting  the  form  or  consistency  of  an 
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nufolded  card,  may  be  forwarded  witbont  band,  envelope,  fastening,  or  fold.  Th« 
front  is  reserved  for  postage  stamps  for  prepayment,  for  indications  relative  to  tk« 

{>08t^  service,  and  for  the  address  of  the  addressee.  The  sender  ban  the  liberty  to 
ndicate  there  his  name,  his  profession,  and  his  address,  by  means  of  a  Btamp,  u 
aatoffraph  stamp,  or  any  other  typographical  process.  Booksellers'  balletios  nuy, 
in  addition,  bear  the  indication,  in  print,  "  Booksellers'  bulletin,"  or  *'  Booksellen' 
order." 

8.  Cards  bearing  the  title  "  post  card "  are  not  admitted  at  the  rate  for  printed 
matter. 

XIX. — Articles  Grouped  Togethkk. 

It  is  permitted  to  inclose  in  the  same  package  samples  of  merchandise,  printed 
matter,  and  commercial  papers,  but  subject  to  the  following  conditions: 

First.  That  each  article  taken  singly  does  not  exceed  the  limits  which  are  appli- 
cable to  it  as  regards  weight  and  size ; 

Second.  That  the  total  weight  does  not  exceed  2  kilograms  per  package; 

Third.  That  the  minimum  charge  is  25  centimes  if  the  package  contains  conuner- 
cial  papers,  and  10  centimes  if  it  consists  of  printed  matter  and  samples. 

XX.— Letter  Bills. 

1.  The  Letter  Bills  accompanying  the  mails  exchanged  between  two  Adminislr^ 
tions  of  the  Union  are  in  conformity  with  the  Form  C  appended  to  the  present  Reg- 
ulations. They  are  placed  in  colored  envelopes  bearing  distinctly  the  indication 
"Feuille  d'avis"  (Letter  Bill). 

2.  If  necessary,  the  number  of  sacks  or  detached  packages  compoeing  the  dispateb 
to  which  the  Letter  Bill  relates  is  indicated  in  the  upper  right-hand  corner. 

Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement  in  the  intercourse  by  sea  which,  althongb 
periodical  and  regular,  does  not  allow  a  daily  exchange  or  an  exchange  on  a  fixed 
day,  the  dispatching  offices  must  number  their  Letter  Bills  in  the  upper  left-hand 
comer  in  an  annual  series  for  each  office  of  origin  and  for  each  office  of  destination, 
stating  as  far  as  possible,  above  the  number,  the  name  of  the  steamer  or  vessel  which 
carries  the  mail. 

3.  There  must  be  indicated  at  the  head  of  the  Letter  Bill  the  total  numherof 
registered  articles,  of  the  packages  or  sacks  containing  said  articles,  of  '* outside" 
registered  articles,  of  articles  to  be  delivered  by  special  messenger,  distinguishini 
among  the  latter  the  registered  articles  if  there  be  any. 

4.  The  registered  articles  are  entered  individually  in  Table  No.  I  of  the  Letter 
Bill,  with  the  following  details :  The  name  of  the  office  of  origin,  and  the  namber 
given  to  the  article  at  that  office;  or  the  name  of  the  office  of  origin,  the  name  of 
the  addressee,  and  the  place  of  destination. 

In  the  column  ''Observations"  the  indication  A.  R.is  added  opposite  the  entry  of 
each  registered  article  calling  for  a  Ketnm-receipt.  In  the  same  column  the  indica- 
tion ''  Remb,"  followed  by  the  indication  in  figures  of  the  amount  of  the  trade-charge, 
is  added  opposite  the  entry  of  each  registered  article  marked  with  a  trade-charge. 

Betum-Heceipts  in  course  of  return  are  entered  in  said  Table  either  individaally 
or  collectively,  according  as  they  are  more  or  less  numerous. 

5.  When  the  number  of  registered  articles  usually  dispatched  from  one  ofiBoe  of 
exchauge  to  the  other  requires  it,  one  or  several  special  and  separate  lists  mast  he 
used  to  take  the  place  of  Table  No.  1  of  the  Letter  Bill. 

The  number  of  registered  articles  entered  on  these  lists  and  the  number  of  pack- 
ages or  sacks  containing  those  articles  must  be  entered  on  the  Letter  Bill. 

6.  In  Table  No.  II  are  entered,  with  the  details  which  this  Table  requires,  the 
closed  mails  contained  in  the  direct  mail  to  which  the  Letter  Bill  relates. 

7.  Under  the  heading  ''official  registrations"  are  given  the  open  official  letten 
relating  to  the  service,  the  various  communications  or  registered  letters  from  the 
dispatching  office  relating  to  the  exchange  service,  as  well  as  the  number  of  empty 
sacks  returned. 

8.  When  it  is  deemed  necessary,  for  certain  relations,  to  make  other  Tablea  €i 
headings  in  the  Letter  Bill,  the  measure  may  be  accomplished  by  mutual  agreement 
between  the  Administrations  interested. 

9.  When  an  office  of  exchange  has  no  article  to  forward  to  a  corresponding  office 
it  must  nevertheless  dispatch  a  mail  in  the  usual  form  composed  solely  of  a  blsac 
Letter  Bill. 

10.  When  closed  mails  are  intrusted  by  one  Administration  to  another,  to  be  con- 
veyed by  means  of  merchant  vessels,  the  number  or  weight  of  letters  and  othi^ 
articles  is  indicated  in  the  Letter  Bill  and  on  the  address  of  the  mails,  when  the 
offloe  whose  duty  it  is  to  assure  the  embarkation  of  said  mail  reqaests  it. 
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XXI. — ^Transmission  of  Rrgistrred  Articlks. 

1.  Re^stered  article.^.  Kctnrn-HoceiptB,  ox  press  articles,  and,  if  there  be  one,  the 
sper.ial  list  mentioned  in  Section  5  of  Article  XX  are  placed  together  in  one  or  several 
distinct  packages  or  sacks  which  mast  be  suitably  inclosed  and  sealed  so  as  to  pre- 
eerre  their  contents.  The  registered  articles  are  placed  in  each  package  in  their  order 
of  entry.  When  several  detached  lists  are  used,  each  one  is  inserted  in  the  package 
containing  the  registered  articles  to  which  it  relates. 

2.  To  the  oatside  of  this  package  is  attached,  by  a  string  tied  crosswise,  the  special 
envelope  containing  the  Letter  Bill.  The  package  is  then  placed  in  the  center  of 
the  mail. 

3.  The  presence  in  the  mail  of  a  package  of  registered  articles,  the  description  of 
which  is  given  on  the  special  list  mentioned  in  Section  1  above,  mast  be  annoanced 
by  placing  at  the  head  of  the  Letter  Bill,  either  a  special  entry  or  the  registration 
label  or  stamp  in  use  in  the  conntry  of  origin. 

4.  It  is  anderstood  that  the  mode  of  wrapping  np  and  forwarding  registered  arti- 
cles prescribed  by  Sections  1  and  2  above,  applies  only  to  ordinary  reTations.  For 
important  relations  it  appertains  to  the  Administrations  interested  to  prescribe,  by 
mntnal  agreement,  special  arrangements,  subject,  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  to 
exceptional  measures  to  be  taken  by  the  chiefs  of  the  exchange  offices,  when  they 
have  to  insure  the  transmission  of  registered  articles  which,  from  their  nature,  form, 
or  bnlk,  could  not  be  inserted  in  the  mail. 

In  such  case,  however,  the  dispatching  exchange  offices  indicate  at  the  head  of  the 
Letter  Bill  the  number  of  registered  articles  contained  in  the  mail  outside  the  spe- 
cial package  or  sack,  aniong  the  ordinary  correspondence,  and  enter  on  the  lists,  in 
the  colnmn  ''Observations,"  the  words  ''en  dehors '^  ("outside^')  opposite  the  entry 
of  each  of  those  articles. 

These  articles  are  placed  together,  as  far  as  possible,  in  packages  tied  with  a  string, 
having  labels  attached  bearing,  in  plain  characters,  the  wor£  "  Recommand^s  en 
dehors"  (registered  oatside)  preceded  by  figures  indicating  the  number  of  articles 
contained  in  each  package. 

XXII.— Making  Up  the  Mails. 

1.  As  a  general  rule,  the  articles  of  which  the  mails  consist  must  be  classified  and 
pat  np  in  bundles  according  to  the  nature  of  correspondence,  separating  the  prepaid 
articles  from  those  unpaid  or  insufficiently  prepaid. 

Letters  showing  traces  of  having  been  opened  or  damaged  must  be  furnished  with 
an  indication  of  the  fact,  and  be  stamped  with  the  date  stamp  of  the  office  which 
has  ascertained  this  fact. 

2.  Every  mail,  after  having  been  tied  with  a  string,  is  inclosed  in  strong  paper  oi 
sufficient  qaantity  to  prevent  any  injury  to  the  contents,  then  tied  again  with  a 
string  on  tne  outside  and  sealed  with  wax  or  by  means  of  a  gummed  paper  label 
bearing  an  impression  of  the  seal  of  the  office.  The  mail  is  furnished  with  a  printed 
address  bearing,  in  small  characters,  the  name  of  the  dispatching  office,  and,  in  larger 
characters,  the  name  of  the  office  of  destination :  "  From for " 

3.  If  the  size  of  the  mail  requires  it,  it  is  placed  in  a  sack  properly  closed,  sealed 
with  wax  or  with  lead,  and  labeled.     * 

4.  The  packages  or  sacks  containing  articles  to  be  delivered  by  special  messenger 
must  bear  on  the  outside  an  indication  directing  the  attention  of  the  postal  em- 
ployees to  these  articles. 

5.  If  paper  labels  are  used,  they  must  be  pasted  on  blocks. 

6.  No  sack  may  exceed  40  kilograms  in  weight. 

7.  The  sacks  must  be  returned  empty  to  the  dispatcliing  office  bv  the  next  mail, 
unless  there  be  another  arrangement  between  the  corresponding  offices. 

XXIII.— Ybrification  of  the  Maiub. 

1.  The  office  of  exchange  which  receives  a  mail  ascertains  whether  the  entries  on 
the  Letter  Bill  and  on  the  list  of  registered  articles,  if  there  be  one,  are  correct. 

The  mails  must  be  delivered  in  good  condition.  Nevertheless,  the  receipt  of  a 
nail  can  not  be  refused  on  acconnt  of  its  bad  condition.  If  it  is  a  mail  for  another 
office  than  that  which  has  received  it,  it  must  be  packed  anew,  preserving,  however, 
^  fi&r  as  possible,  the  original  packing.  The  repacking  is  preceded  by  a  verification 
of  the  contents  if  there  is  reason  to  presume  that  they  nave  not  remained  intact. 

2.  When  the  office  of  exchange  detects  errors  or  omissions,  it  immediately  makes 
^t  necessary  corrections  on  the  Letter  Bills  or  lists,  taking  care  to  strike  out  the 
erroneous  entries  by  the  stroke  of  a  pen  in  such  a  manner  m  to  leave  the  original 
ontries  legible. 
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3.  These  correctioas  are  made  with  the  cononrrence  of  two  officers.  Except  in  the 
case  of  an  obvious  error,  they  are  accepted  in  preference  to  the  origiual  ^tatement. 

4.  A  Bulletin  of  Verification,  in  conformity  with  the  Form  D  annexed  to  the  present 
Regulations^  is  prepared  by  the  receiving  office  and  sent  without  delay,  under  officiil 
registration,  to  the  dispatching  office.  At  the  same  time  a  duplicate  of  the  Bulletin 
of  Verification  is  sent  by  the  receiving  office  to  the  Administration  to  which  thedii- 
patching  office  belongs. 

In  the  case  contemplated  in  Section  1  of  the  present  Article,  a  copy  of  the  Bulletin 
of  Verification  is  inserted  in  the  repacked  mail. 

5.  The  dispatching  office,  after  examination,  returns  the  Bulletin  with  any  obBsrvft* 
tions  to  which  it  may  give  rise. 

6.  In  case  of  the  failure  of  a  mail,  of  a  registered  article,  of  the  Letter  Bill,  or  of 
the  special  list,  the  fact  is  immediately  authenticated,  in  the  manner  prescribed,  by 
two  officers  of  the  receiving  exchange  office,  and  reported  to  the  dispatching  exchange 
office  by  means  of  a  Bulletin  of  Verification.  If  the  case  requires  it,  the  latter  office 
may  also  be  advised  thereof  by  telegram  at  the  expense  of  the  office  which  sends  the 
telegram.  At  the  same  time,  a  Bulletin  of  Verification  is  sent  by  the  office  of  dee- 
tination  to  the  Administration  to  which  the  dispatching  office  is  subordinate.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  a  mail  whose  absence  had  been  notified  to  the  office  of  origiu,  or  to  an 
intermediary  office,  a  second  Bulletin  of  Verification  announcing  the  receipt  of  the 
mail  must  be  transmitted  to  the  same  office. 

7.  In  case  of  the  loss  of  a  closed  mail,  the  intermediary  offices  become  resi)oiuible 
for  the  registered  articles  contained  in  the  mail^  within  the  limits  of  Article  8  of  the 
Convention,  provided  the  nonreceipt  of  the  mail  has  been  reported  to  them  as  soon 
as  possible. 

8.  In  case  the  receiving  office  has  not  forwarded,  by  the  first  mail  after  verification, 
to  the  dispatching  office  a  Bulletin  of  verific<ition  reporting  errors  or  irregularitiei 
of  any  kind,  tho  absence  of  that  document  is  to  bo  regarded  aa  evidence  of  the  receipt 
of  the  mail  and  its  contents  until  the  contrary  is  proved. 

XXIV.— Mails  Exchanqkd  with  Naval  Vessels. 

1.  Tho  establishment  of  an  exchange  of  closed  mails  between  a  Post-Offiee  of  the 
Union  and  uaval  squadrons  or  ships  of  war  of  the  same  nationality  must  be  notilied, 
as  far  as  possible  in  advance,  to  the  intermediary  Offices. 

2.  Tho  addreHB  of  such  mails  should  be  as  follows: 

From  the  post-office  of 

( the  (nationality)    naval  squadron    of   (designation    of  the 

For  <     squadron)  at 

(the  (nationality)  vessel  (name  of  vessel)  at 

Or, 

From  the  (nationality)  naval    squadron  of   (designation  of  the 

squadron)  at 

From  the  (nationality)  vessel  (name  of  vessel)  at 

For  the  post-office  of 

(country.) 

3.  Mails  destined  for  or  sent  from  naval  sqpadroua  or  ships  of  war  are  forwarded, 
unless  a  special  route  be  indicated  in  the  address,  by  the  most  rapid  routes  and  under 
the  same  conditions  as  mails  exchanged  between  post-offices. 

When  the  mails  destined  for  a  naval  squadron  or  a  man-of-war  are  dispatched  ont- 
side  the  mails,  the  captain  of  the  mail  steamer  which  conveys  them  holds  tbem  at 
the  disposal  of  the  commander  of  the  division  or  man-of-war  of  destination,  in  caae 
that  official  should  request  the  delivery  of  these  mails  whilst  the  mail  steamer  is 
en  route. 

4.  If  the  vessels  are  not  at  the  place  of  destination  when  the  mails  addressed  to 
them  arrive  there,  the  mails  are  held  at  the  post  office  until  claimed  by  the  addressee 
or  reforwarded  to  another  place.  The  reforwarding  may  be  requested,  either  by  the 
office  of  origin  or  by  the  commander  of  the  naval  squadron  or  ship  addressed,  or 
finally  bv  a  Consul  of  the  same  nationality. 

5.  Such  of  the  mails  in  question  as  bear  the  indorsement  "In  oare  of  the  CodsqI 

of "  are  delivered  to  the  Consulate  of  the  country  of  origin.    At  the  reqoeet  of 

the  Consul  they  may  be  received  back  into  the  postal  service  and  be  reforwarded  to 
the  place  of  origin  or  to  some  other  destination. 

6.  Mails  addressed  to  a  ship  of  war  are  considered  as  being  in  transit  until  deliv- 
ered to  the  commander  of  that  ship,  even  when  they  were  originally  addressed  in 
care  of  a  po8t-offi(;e  or  a  Consul  charged  to  serve  as  agent  for  intermediary  convey* 
ance ;  they  are  not  therefore  considered  as  having  reached  tiieir  address  ontil  they 
have  been  delivered  to  that  ship. 
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XXY.— Reforwardbd  Articles. 

1.  In  execation  of  Article  14  of  the  Convention^  and  subject  to  the  exceptionB 
ipAcified  in  Section  2  following,  articles  of  every  kind  addrcHsed,  within  the  Union, 
k>  persons  who  have  changed  tlicir  roHideuce,  are  treated  by  the  delivering  office  as 
f  they  had  been  addressed  directly  from  the  place  of  origin  to  the  place  of  the  new 
lestination. 

2.  With  regard  to  articles  of  the  domestic  service  of  one  country  of  the  Union 
prhich  enter,  in  conseqaence  of  reforwarding,  into  the  service  of  another  country  of 
•be  Union,  and  with  regard  to  articles  exchanged  between  two  countries  of  the 
Jnion  which  have  adopted  in  their  reciprocal  relations  a  lower  rate  than  the  ordi- 
lary  Union  rate,  but  which,  owing  to  their  being  reforwarded,  enter  the  service  of  a 
third  Union  country,  the  rate  for  which  is  the  ordinary  Union  rate;  and  tinally  with 
rega^rd  to  articles  exchanged,  in  their  first  trausmiflsion,  between  localities  of  two 
sontig^ious  services  to  which  reduced  rates  apply,  but  reforwarded  to  other  localities 
in  these  Union  countries  or  to  another  Union  country,  the  following  rules  are 
observed : 

l^rst.  Articles  unpaid  or  insufficiently  prepaid  for  their  first  transmission  are  sub- 
jected by  the  delivering  office  to  the  charge  applicable  to  articles  of  the  same  nature 
addressed  directly  from  the  country  of  origin  to  the  place  of  the  new  destination. 

Second.  Articles  duly  prepaid  for  their  first  transmission,  and  upon  which  the 
remainder  of  the  postage  relating  to  the  further  transmission  has  not  been  paid  pre- 
vious to  reforwarding,  are  subjected,  according  to  their  nature,  by  the  delivering  office, 
to  a  charge  equal  to  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  postage  already  paid  and 
that  which  would  have  been  levied  if  the  articles  had  been  originally  dispatched  to 
their  new  destination.  The  amount  of  this  difference  must  be  expressed  in  francs 
and  centimes  at  the  side  of  the  postage  stamps  by  the  reforwarding  office. 

In  both  cases  the  charges  contemplated  above  remain  to  be  collected  from  the 
addresseee,  even  ifj  owing  to  successive  reforwardings,  the  articles  should  return  to 
the  country  of  orig[in. 

Third.  When  articles  originally  addressed  from  one  part  to  another  of  a  country 
of  the  Union,  and  prepaid  in  cash,  are  reforwarded  to  another  country,  the  reforward- 
ing office  must  indicate  on  the  article  the  amount  of  postage  so  prepaid  in  cash. 

Fourth.  Misseiit  articles  of  every  kind  are  reforwarded,  without  delay,  by  the 
qoickest  route  to  their  destination. 

Fifth.  Articles  of  every  kind,  ordinary  or  registered,  which,  bearing  an  incomplete 
or  erroneous  address,  are  returned  to  the  senders  in  order  that  they  may  complete  or 
correct  the  address,  are  not  considered,  when  remailed  with  a  completed  or  corrected 
address,  as  reforwarded  correspondence,  but  as  newly  mailed  articles,  and  become, 
in  consequence,  subject  to  a  new  charge. 

• 

XXVI. — Articlks  which  have  Becomk  Undbltverablb. 

1.  Articles  of  every  kind  which  have  become  nn deliverable,  from  whatever  cause, 
mast  be  returned  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  keeping 
them  required  by  the  Regulations  of  the  country  of  dostinatiuu,  and  at  latest  at  the 
expiration  of  six  months  in  relations  with  countries  beyond  the  sea,  and  of  two 
months  in  other  relations,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  respective  offices  of 
exchange,  and  in  a  special  bundle  labeled  "Kobuts,"  and  bearing  an  indication  of 
the  country  of  origin  of  the  articles.  The  periods  uf  two  months  and  six  months 
•re  counted  from  the  end  of  the  month  in  which  the  articles  reached  the  office  of 
(destination. 

2.  Nevertheless,  registered  articles  which  become  undeliverable  are  returned  to 
tlid  exchange  office  of  the  country  of  origin  as  if  they  were  registered  articles 
addressed  to  that  country,  except  that  opposite  that  descriptive  entry  in  Table  No.  1 
of  the  Letter  Bill,  or  in  the  separate  list,  the  word  '^  Rebuts  "  is  entered  in  the  column 
^'Observations"  by  the  returning  office. 

3.  As  an  exception,  two  corresponding  Offices  may,  by  mutual  agreement,  adopt  a 
different  mode  of  returning  undeliverable  articles,  and  may  also  dispense  with  the 
T^procal  return  of  certain  printed  matter  considered  to  be  without  value. 

4.  Before  returning  to  the  office  of  origin  the  articles  which  from  any  reason  or  any 
CHnse  have  not  been  delivered,  the  Office  of  destination  must  indicate  in  a  clear  and 
Concise  manner,  in  the  French  language,  on  the  back  of  the  articles,  the  cause  of 
i^ondelivery,  in  the  following  form :  Not  known,  refused,  left,  not  claimed,  deceased, 
tttc.  This  indication  is  furnished  by  the  impression  of  a  stamp  or  by  attaching  a 
^bel.  Each  Office  has  the  option  of  adding  a  translation,  in  its  own  language,  of 
the  cause  of  nondelivery,  and  other  indications  which  it  may  deem  necessary. 

5.  If  articles  mailed  in  one  country  of  the  Union  and  addressed  to  the  interior  of 
this  same  country  have  as  senders  persons  living  in  another  country,  and  must,  owing 
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• 

to  nondeliTerv  and  hftying  become  undeliverable,  be  retomed  abroad  for  retan  to 
the  senders,  tney  become  articles  of  international  exchange.  In  snch  cases  the  nfor- 
warding  Office  and  the  Office  of  deiiTcry  apply  to  said  articles  the  provisionB  of  8m- 
tions  2  and  3  of  Article  XXV,  preceding. 

6.  Articles  for  sailors  and  other  persons  addressed  in  care  of  a  Consnl,  and  returned 
by  that  official  to  the  local  post-office  as  unclaimed,  mast  be  treated  in  the  msaoer 
prescribed  by  Section  1  for  undeliirerable  articles  in  general.  The  amount  of  the 
charges  on  said  correspondence  levied  from  the  Consm  most  at  the  same  time  be 
retnrned  to  him  by  the  local  post-office. 

XXYII.— Afplicatioks  fob  Ordinakt  Articles  which  hayk  Failkd  to  Biacb 

THEIR  Destination. 

1.  Every  application  respecting  an  article  of  ordinary  correspondeaoe  which  Iim 
failed  to  reach  its  destination  gives  rise  to  the  following  procedure : 

First.  A  form  similar  to  Form  £,  hereto  annexed,  is  Imnded  to  the  applicant,  with 
the  request  to  fill  up,  aa  exactly  as  possible^  the  portion  which  concerns  him. 

Second.  The  office  at  which  the  application  originates  transmits  the  Form  direct 
to  the  corresponding  office.  It  is  transmitted  officially  and  without  any  whttes 
eommunication . 

Third.  The  corresponding  office  causes  the  Form  to  be  handed  to  the  addreseeeor 
to  the  sender,  as  the  case  may  be,  with  the  request  that  particulars  on  the  sabjeet 
be  furniflbed. 

Fourth.  With  these  particulars  added,  the  Form  is  sent  back  officially  to  the  offiee 
which  prepared  it. 

Fifth.  In  case  the  application  proves  to  be  well  founded,  it  is  transmitted  to  (be 
Central  Administration,  to  serve  as  a  basis  for  further  investigations. 

Sixth.  Unless  there  be  an  agreement  to  the  contrary,  the  Form  is  drawn  np  in 
French  or  bears  a  French  translation. 

2.  Any  Administration  may  require,  by  a  notification  addressed  to  the  Interns* 
tional  Bureau,  that  the  applications  which  concern  its  service  shall  be  transmitted 
to  its  Central  Administration,  or  to  an  office  specially  designated  by  it. 

XXYIII.— Appucations  for  Registered  Articles. 

1.  For  applications  for  registered  articles,  use  is  made  of  a  Form  similar  to  the  Fons 
F,  annexed  to  the  present  Regulations.  The  office  of  the  country  of  origin,  sfkr 
having  entered  the  dates  of  transmission  to  the  next  service  of  the  articles  in  qoee- 
tion,  transmits  this  Form  direct  to  the  Office  of  destination. 

2.  When  the  Office  of  destination  is  able  to  furnish  the  information  as  regaidi  the 
definite  disposal  of  thearticle  applied  for,  it  returns  this  Form,  after  having  entered 
thereon  the  necessary  information,  to  the  Office  of  origin. 

3.  When  it  can  not  be  immediately  ascertained  in  the  service  of  the  coontry  of 
destination  in  what  manner  an  article  has  been  disposed  of,  which  has  paned  io 
open-mail  through  several  services,  the  Office  of  destination  transmits  the  Form  to 
the  first  intermediary  service,  which,  after  having  entered  the  data  relative  to  the 
transmission  of  the  article  to  the  next  service,  transmita  the  application  to  the  next 
service,  and  so  on,  until  the  final  disposal  of  the  article  is  ascertained.  The  Office 
which  has  delivered  the  article  to  the  addressee,  or  which  can  not  show  proof  either 
of  its  delivery  or  of  its  regular  transmission  to  another  Administration,  statei  the 
fact  on  the  Form  and  returns  it  to  the  Office  of  origin. 

4.  The  Forms  F  are  drawn  up  in  French  or  bear  an  interlinear  translation  in  thtl 
language.  They  are  forwarded  without  a  letter  of  transmission  in  a  sealed  envelope, 
and  subjected  to  the  formality  of  registration.  Ever^  Administration  is  at  liberty  to 
request,  by  a  notification  addressed  to  the  International  Bureau,  that  the  applies* 
tions  which  concern  its  service  be  transmitted,  either  to  its  Central  Administratioi, 
or  to  a  post-office  specially  designated,  or  finally  direct  to  the  post- office  of  de^- 
nation,  or,  if  it  is  the  only  Administration  interested  as  an  intermediary,  to  the 
exchange  office  to  which  the  article  has  been  dispatched. 

5.  The  preceding  provisions  do  not  apply  to  oases  of  rifling  of  the  mail,  the  min- 
ing of  a  mail,  etc.,  which  call  for  a  more  extended  correspondence  between  tbe 
Administrations. 

XXIX.— Withdrawal  of  Articles  and  Correction  of  Addresses. 

1.  For  requests  to  have  articles  returned  or  reforwarded,  as  well  as  for  reqneetito 
have  addresses  corrected,  the  sender  must  use  a  form  similar  to  Form  O  anuexrd  to 
the  present  Regulations.  In  transmitting  this  request  to  the  post-office,  the  seo^^ 
must  establish  his  identity  and  produce,  if  necessary,  the  certificate  of  mailing' 
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%fler  identifioation,  the  responsibility  for  which  is  assnmed  by  the  conn  try  of  origin, 
«he  following  course  is  pursued : 

First.  If  the  request  is  to  be  transmitted  by  mail,  the  Form  accompanied  by 
a  perfect  facsimile  of  the  envelope  or  the  address  of  the  article  is  forwarded 
direct,  under  registration,  to  the  post  office  of  destination. 

Second.  If  the  request  is  to  be  made  by  telegraph,  the  Form  is  handed  to  the 

telegraph  service,  which  is  charged  to  transmit  its  contents  to  the  post-office  of 

destination. 

3.  Upon  receipt  of  Form  6,  or  of  the  telegram  taking  its  place,  the  office  of  desti-' 

lation  institutes  an  inquiry  for  the  articles  indicated  and  taKes  snob  steps  as  may  be 

lecessary. 

If,  however,  the  request  for  change  of  address  has  been  made  by  telegraph,  the 
office  of  destination  simply  retains  the  letter  and  defers  compliance  with  the  request 
intil  the  necessary  facsimile  arrives. 

If  the  inquiry  is  without  result,  if  the  article  has  already  been  delivered  to  the 
tddreesee,  or  if  the  request  b^  telegraph  is  not  explicit  enough  to  allow  the  article 
ndicated  to  be  recognized  with  absolute  certainty,  the  fact  is  immediately  made 
cnown  to  the  office  of  origin,  which  communicates  it  to  the  claimant. 

3.  Unless  there  be  an  agreement  to  the  contrary.  Form  G  is  drawn  up  in  French 
>r  bears  an  interlinear  translation  in  that  language,  and,  in  case  the  telegraph  is  used, 
the  tele^am  is  written  in  the  French  language. 

4.  A  simple  correction  of  address  (without  change  of  the  name  or  description  of 
the  addressee)  may  also  be  requested  direct  of  the  office  of  destination ;  that  is  to  say, 
vrithont  conforming  to  the  formalities  prescribed  for  a  change  of  address  properly 
M)  called. 

5.  Any  Administration  may  require,  by  means  of  a  notification  addressed  to  the 
[ntemational  Bureau,  that  the  exchange  of  applications,  so  far  as  that  Administra- 
tion is  concerned,  shall  be  effected  through  the  intermediary  of  its  Central  Adminis- 
tration or  of  an  office  specially  designated. 

In  cases  where  the  exchange  of  applications  is  effected  through  the  intermediary 
of  the  Central  Administrations,  requests  sent  directly  by  the  office  of  origin  to  the 
office  of  destination  must  be  taken  into  account  to  the  extent  that  the  article  con- 
cerned shall  be  withheld  from  delivery  until  the  arrival  of  the  application  from  the 
Central  Administration. 

The  Administrations  which  avail  themselves  of  the  liberty  given  by  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  present  section  take  upon  themselves  the  expenses  involved  by  the 
transmission  in  their  domestic  service,  by  mall  or  telegraph,  of  the  communications 
to  be  exchanged  with  the  office  of  destination. 

Resort  to  the  telegraph  is  compulsory  when  the  sender  himself  has  made  use  of  it, 
snd  when  the  office  of  destination  can  not  be  advised  in  due  time  by  maU. 

XXX.— USB  OP   I*08TAGE   STAMPS  PRESUMED  TO  BE  FRAUDULENT. 

1.  Subject  to  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  each  country,  even  in  the 
cases  where  this  reservation  is  not  expressly  stipulated  in  the  provisions  of  the  pres- 
ent Article,  the  following  mode  of  procedure  is  employed  for  detecting  the  use  of 
fraudulent  postage  stamps  for  the  prepayment  of  postage: 

(a)  When  the  presence  of  a  fraudulent  postage  stamp  (counterfeit  or  one  already 
Tued)  on  any  article  whatever  is  detected  at  the  time  the  mail  is  dispatched  by  the 
poet-office  of  a  country  the  legislation  of  which  does  not  require  the  immediate  seiz- 
ure of  the  article,  the  stamp  is  not  altered  in  any  way,  and  the  article,  placed  in  an 
envelope  addiessed  to  the  office  of  destination,  is  forwarded  under  official  regis- 
tration. 

(6)  This  formality  is  notified  without  delay  to  the  Administrations  of  the  countries 
of  origin  and  destination  by  means  of  a  notice  in  conformity  with  Form  H,  annexed 
to  the  present  Regulations.  A  copy  of  this  notice  is  also  transmitted  to  the  post- 
office  of  destination  in  the  envelope  which  incloses  the  article  bearing  the  supposed 
fraudulent  postage  stamp. 

(0)  The  addretisee  is  summoned  for  the  purpose  of  verifying  the  offense. 

The  delivery  of  the  article  takes  place  only  in  case  the  addressee  or  his  representa- 
tive consents  to  make  known  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender,  and  to  place  at  the 
^spoaal  of  the  post-office,  after  having  taken  cognizance  of  its  contents,  the  entire 
Article  if  it  is  inseparable  from  the  substance  of  the  offense,  or  the  part  of  the  article 
(envelope,  wrapper,  portion  of  the  letter,  etc.)  which  contains  the  address  and  the 
(Postage  stamp  said  to  be  fraudulent. 

{d)  The  result  of  the  investigation  is  incorporated  in  a  deposition  in  conformity 
with  Foriu  I  annexed  to  the  present  Regulations,  in  which  are  mentioned  the  inci- 
dents which  have  happened,  such  as  nonappearance,  refusal  to  receive  the  article, 
to  open  it,  or  to  make  Known  the  sender,  etc.    This  document  is  signed  by  the  postal 
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official  and  by  the  addressee  of  the  article  or  his  representative;  if  the  latter  rafiiM 
to  sign,  the  refusal  is  entered  instead  of  and  in  the  place  of  the  signature. 

The  deposition  is  transmitted,  -with  the  vouchers  relating  thereto,  threap  tii« 
intermediary  of  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination,  to  the  Poeial 
Administration  of  the  country  of  origin  which,  with  the  aid  of  these  docnmeDto, 

f»ro(u*e(1s,  if  necessary,  to  take  notice  of  the  offense,  in  accordance  with  its  domeitic 
e^^iHlatiun. 

^  XXXI.— Transit  Expenses. 

1.  The  statistics  taken  in  the  month  of  May,  1896,  for  the  settlement  of  the  tnnaik 
expenses  will  apply  until  the  expiration  of  the  Convention  of  the  15th  of  June,  1897, 
and  of  the  present  Regulations,  under  the  limitation  of  the  stipulations  provided  in 
Sections  2  and  3  following. 

2.  In  the  case  of  accession  to  the  Union  of  a  country  having  important  relationi. 
the  countries  of  the  Union  whose  situation  might,  owing  to  thiscircumstance,  befoond 
to  be  modified  as  regards  the  payment  of  transit  expenses,  have  the  liberty  to  reqawt 
special  statistics  relating  exolnsively  to  the  newly  entered  country. 

3.  When  an  important  modification  is  made  in  the  movement  of  the  correspftod- 
ence,  and  when  this  modification  affects  a  period  of  at  least  six  months,  the  Offieti 
interested  couie  to  an  agreement  to  arrange  among  themselves,  if  necessary,  by  new 
statistics,  the  division  of  the  transit  expenses  in  proportion  to  the  part  takim  bj 
said  Offices  in  the  conveyance  of  the  correspondence  to  which  these  exjMnses  relsto. 

4.  The  mere  storing  at  a  port  of  closed  mails  brought  by  one  vessel  and  intended 
for  dispatch  by  anotber  does  not  give  rise  to  the  payment  of  territorial  tnmut 
charges  to  the  Post- Office  of  the  place  where  these  mails  are  stored. 

XXXI I.— Account  of  Transit  Expenses. 

1.  In  view  of  the  execution  of  para<rraphs  1  and  2  of  Section  5  of  Article  4  of  Um 
Convention,  the  following  mode  of  procedure  is  pursued: 

(a)  Every  Admiuistration  of  the  Union  transmits  to  the  International  Bureau,  on  a 
Form  prepared  for  the  purpose  which  the  Bureau  has  furnished  it,  a  statement  of 
the  amounts  to  be  paid  or  to  be  received,  on  the  basis  of  the  statistics  of  1896)  for 
each  of  the  Administrations  with  which  it  exchanges  mails,  on  account  of  tbeteiri- 
torial  transit,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  extraordinary  transit  expenses  contemplsted 
by  Section  4  of  Article  4  of  the  Convention,  without  taking  account  of  the  reduetioni 
provided  by  Section  5,  paragraph  1,  of  the  same  Article  4. 

(h)  In  ciiso  of  differences  between  the  indications  furnished  by  two  Adminiftn^ 
tions  the  International  Bureau  invites  them  to  come  to  an  andezstanding  and  to 
communicate  to  the  Bureau  the  sums  as  definitely  fixed. 

(c)  In  cases  where  one  of  the  Administrations  exchanging  mails  with  another  hai 
not  furnished  the  indications  within  the  limit  of  time  determined  by  the  Interna- 
tional Bureau  the  indications  of  the  other  Administration  are  admitted. 

{d)  No  objection  is  admitted  on  the  part  of  the  Administrations  which  have  not 
furnished  the  indications  referred  to  above  within  the  limit  of  time  determined  by 
the  International  Bureau. 

(e)  The  International  Bureau  designates,  on  the  basis  of  the  statistics  of  1896,  the 
countries  which  are  to  be  entirt'Iy  exonerated  from  the  payment  of  territorial  transit 
charges,  until  the  expiration  of  the  Convention  of  Washington  and  of  the  present 
Regulations,  states  the  total  of  the  sums  which  tliese  countries  would  have  to  pay, 
and  calculates  the  proportional  deduction  from  these  sums  on  the  total  of  the  gross 
credit  of  the  other  countries  concerned  in  this  transit.  It  calculates  in  the  second 
place  the  reduction  contemplated  by  Section  5,  paragraph  1,  of  Article  4  of  the 
Convention,  and  transmits  the  final  result  to  all  the  Adbuiinistrations,  indicating,  for 
each  of  them,  the  amount  of  its  debit  and  credit  over  against  each  of  the  other 
Administrations  interestod. 

2.  The  duty  of  preparing  the  accounts  of  maritime  transit  expenses,  on  the  basis 
of  Articles  4  and  17  of  the  Convention,  making  the  reductions  contemplated  by  para- 
graph 3  of  Section  5  of  the  first  mentioned  of  these  Articles,  devolves  upon  ths 
creditor  Office,  which  transmits  them  to  the  debtor  Office,  lliat  Office  returns  then, 
accepted  or  with  its  observations,  with  ns  little  delay  as  possible.  When  the 
accounts  have  not  been  returned  within  a  period  of  six  months,  settlement  ii  nads 
according  to  the  accounts  prepared  by  the  creditor  Office. 

XX XIII.— Settlement  of  Transit  Chasoeb. 

1.  The  annual  balance  resulting  from  balancing  the  reciprocal  acconnta  betweso 
two  Offices  is  paid  by  the  debtor  Office  to  the  creditor  Office,  in  effective  firancs,  and 
by  means  of  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  a  place  in  the  creditor  oonntry,  at  the  optio" 
of  the  debtor  Office.  The  costs  of  payment,  including  the  discount  ohargeSi  if  sayi 
are  borne  by  the  debtor  Office. 
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2.  Payment  of  accounts  of  transit  expenses  relating  to  a  i>eriod  of  service  must 
>e  effected  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and,  at  the  latest,  before  the  expiration  of 
he  first  six  months  of  the  following  period  of  service.  In  all  cases,  if  the  Office 
rhich  has  transmitted  the  account  has  not  received  daring  that  period  a  correcting 
ibeervation,  the  account  is  considered  as  duly  accepted.  This  provision  likewise 
pplies  to  uncontested  observations  made  by  one  Office  relative  to  the  accounts  pre- 
ented  by  another.  When  this  term  of  six  months  has  passed  the  amounts  due  by 
ne  Office  to  another  Office  are  subject  to  interest,  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  annum, 
Atiutjr  from  the  day  of  expiration  of  said  term. 

3.  The  Offices  interested  are,  however,  at  liberty  to  make,  by  mutual  agreement, 
ther  arrangements  than  those  formulated  in  the  present  Article.    . 

XXXIY. — ^Division  of  the  Expkksks  or  thb  Intkrkational  Burkau. 

1.  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  International  Bureau  must  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
25,000  francs  annually,  not  includiuj;  the  special  expenses  to  which  the  meeting  of  a 
/ongress  or  a  Conference  may  give  rise. 

2.  The  Swiss  Postal  Administration  superintends  the  expenses  of  the  International 
iureaa,  makes  the  necessary  advances,  and  prepares  the  annual  account,  which  is 
lommunioated  to  all  the  other  Administrations. 

3.  For  the  apportionment  of  the  expenses,  the  countries  of  the  Union  are  divided 
nto  seven  classes,  each  contributing  in  the  proportion  of  a  certain  number  of  onijs, 
^iz: 

Unita.  Unifea. 

Jirstclass 25  IHfth  class 6 

)econdclas8 20  Sixth  class 3 

rhird  class 15  Seventhclass 1 

Tourth  class 10 


4.  These  coefficients  are  multiplied  by  the  number  of  countries  of  each  class,  and 
he  total  of  the  products  thus  obtaiped  furnishes  the  number  of  units  by  whicn  the 
otal  expense  is  to  be  divided.    The  quotient  gives  the  amount  of  the  unit  of  expense. 

5.  The  countries  of  the  Union  are  classified,  as  follows,  in  view  of  the  division  of 
ihe  expenses : 

First  class :  Germany,  Austria-Hungarv,  United  States  of  America,  France,  Great 
^ritain^  British  India,  British  Colonies  of  Australasia,  the  whole  of  the  other  British 
[Colonies  and  Protectorates  except  Canada,  Italy,  Russia,  Turkey. 

Second  class:  Spain. 

Third  class:  Belgium,  BrazU,  Canada,  Egypt,  Japan,  Netherlands,  Ronmania, 
Sweden,  Spanish  Colonies  or  Provinces  bevond  the  sea,  French  Colonies  and  Protec- 
torates of  Indo- China,  the  whole  of  the  other  French  ColoDies,  Netherlands  Indies. 

Fourth  class:  Denmark,  Norway,  Portu^l,  Switzerland,  Portuguese  Colonies. 

Fifth  class :  Argentine  Republic,  Bulgaria,  Chile,  Colombia,  Greece,  Mexico,  Peru, 
Servia,  Tunis. 

Sixth  class :  Greater  Republic  of  Central  America,  Bolivia,  Costa  Rico,  Dominican 
Republic,  Ecuador,  Guatemala,  Haiti,  Luxemburg,  Paraguay,  Persia,  Kingdom  of 
Siam,  South  African  Republic.  Uruguay,  Venezuela,  German  Protectorates,  Danish 
Colonies,  Colony  of  Cura^oa  (or  Netherlands  West  Indies)  Colony  of  Surinam  (or 
Netherlands  Guiana). 

Seventh  class :  Independent  State  of  Congo,  Korea,  Hawaii,  Liberia,  Montenegro. 

IXXV. — Communications  to  bb  Addressed  to  the  International  Bureau. 


1.  The  International  Bureau  serves  as  the  intermediary  for  regular  and  general 
notifications  which  concern  the  international  relations. 

2.  The  Administrations  forming  the  Union  must  communicate  to  each  other,  spe- 
^k31j,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bareau : 

First.  Information  relative  to  the  surtaxes  which  they  levy,  by  virtue  of  Article 
5  of  the  Convention,  in  addition  to  the  Union  rate,  whether  for  maritime  con- 
veyance or  for  the  expenses  of  extraordinary  conveyance,  as  well  as  a  list  of  the 
countries  in  relation  to  which  these  surtaxes  are  levied,  and,  if  necessary,  the 
designation  of  the  routes  which  cause  their  collection. 

Second.  Five  complete  sets  of  their  postage  stamps,  with  the  indication,  if 
possible,  of  the  date  on  which  the  postage  stamps  of  previous  issues  will  cease 
to  be  in  circulation. 

Third.  Notice  whether  the  Administrations  intend  to  use  the  option  allowed 
to  them  to  apply  or  not  to  apply  certain  general  proYisiona  of  the  ConventioA 
and  of  the  present  Regulations. 
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Fourtli.  The  reduced  rates  which  have  been  adopted,  either  in  yirtae  of  spe- 
oial  arrangements  concluded  by  application  of  Article  21  of  the  CoiiveDtion,or 
in  execution  of  Article  20  of  the  Conyention,  and  the  indication  of  the  reUtiou 
to  which  these  reduced  rates  apply. 

3.  Every  modification  adopted  hereafter  in  regard  to  one  or  other  of  the  four  pointi 
above  mentioned  must  be  notified  without  delay  in  the  same  manner. 

4.  The  International  Bureau  likewise  receives  from  all  the  AdministratioiiB  of  the 
Union  two  copies  of  all  the  documents  which  they  publish,  whether  relating  to  the 
domestic  service  or  to  the  international  service. 

XXXVI.— Oknbral  Statistics. 

1.  Each  Administration  transmits,  at  the  end  of  the  month  of  Jnly  of  each  year, 
to  the  International  Bureau,  a  series  of  statistical  data,  as  complete  as  poesible, 
relating  to  the  preceding  year,  in  the  form  of  Tables  in  conformity  with  or  ansUgoiu 
to  Forms  K  and  L  annexed  hereto. 

2.  The  operations  of  the  service  which  give  rise  to  the  keeping  of  records  fonn  the 
subject  of  periodical  statements,  based  upon  the  entries  made. 

3.  As  regards  all  other  operations,  a  count  is  made,  during  one  week  at  least  foi 
daily  exchanges,  and  during  four  weeks  for  exchanges  other  than  daily,  leaving  it 
optional  with  each  Administration  to  make  a  separate  count  for  each  class  of 
articles. 

4.  There  is  reserved  to  each  Administration  the  right  to  make  this  count  at  periods 
which  come  nearest  to  the  average  of  its  postal  traffic. 

5.  The  International  Bureau  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  printing  and  distribntine 
the  statistical  Forms  to  be  filled  out  by  each  Administration.  It  is  likewise oblieea 
to  furnish  the  Administrations  which  may  make  the  request  all  the  necessary  iuior- 
mation  relative  to  the  rules  to  be  followed  in  order  to  insure,  as  far  as  possible,  oni- 
formity  in  the  statistical  operations. 

XXXVII.— DUTIBB  OF  THB  InTBRNATIONAL  BURBAU. 

1.  The  International  Bureau  prepares  general  statistics  for  each  year. 

2.  It  publishes,  by  the  aid  of  the  documents  which  are  put  at  its  disposal,  a  special 
journal  in  the  German,  English,  and  French  languages. 

3.  The  International  Bureau  publishes  from  the  information  furnished  in  virloe  of 
the  stipulations  of  Article  XXXV  preceding^  an  official  digest  of  all  the  informatioD 
of  general  interest  concerning  the  execution  of  the  Convention  and  the  presest 
Begulations  in  each  country  of  the  Union.  Subsequent  modifications  are  publiibed 
in  the  semiannual  supplements.  However,  in  urgent  oases,  when  an  AdministratioD 
expressly  recj^uests  the  immediate  publication  of  a  modification  made  in  its  serrice, 
the  International  Bureau  publishes  it  in  a  special  Circular. 

4.  All  the  documents  puolished  by  the  International  Bureau  are  distributed  to  the 
Administrations  of  the  Union  in  the  proportion  of  the  number  of  oontributiTe  ositi 
assigned  to  each  by  Article  XXXIV  preceding. 

Similar  digests  concerning  the  execution  of  the  special  Arrangements  of  the  Union 
may  be  published  by  the  International  Bureau  at  the  request  of  the  Administratiooi 
participating  in  these  Arrangements. 

5.  Any  ailditional  copies  and  documents  which  may  be  applied  for  by  these  Adnin- 
istrations  are  paid  for  separately,  at  pdme  cost. 

6.  The  International  Bureau  must,  besides,  hold  itself  always  at  the  disposal  of 
the  members  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  them  with  any  special  infor- 
mation they  may  require  upon  questions  relating  to  the  international  postal  service. 

7.  The  International  Bureau  makes  known  requests  for  the  modification  or  interpre- 
tation of  the  stipulations  which  govern  the  Union.  It  notifies  the  results  of  each 
application,  and  no  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  three  months, 
at  least,  after  its  notification. 

8.  The  International  Bureau  effects  the  balance  and  liquidation  of  aceoiuits  of 
every  kind  between  the  Administrations  of  the  Union  which  declare  their  wish  to 
use  the  intermediary  of  that  Bureau  on  the  conditions  described  by  Article  XXXYIU 
hereafter. 

9.  The  International  Bureau  prepares  the  business  to  be  submitted  to  the  Con- 
gresses or  Conferences.  It  undertakes  the  necessary  copying  and  printing,  the  editiof 
and  distribution  of  amendments.  Journals  of  proceedings,  and  other  iniormatioD. 

10.  The  Director  of  this  Bureau  attends  the  sessions  of  the  Congresses  or  Conftf- 
enoes  and  takes  part  in  the  discussions,  but  without  the  power  of  voting. 

11.  He  publishes  an  annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Bureau,  which  is  eoamv^' 
cated  to  all  the  Administrations  of  the  Union. 

12.  The  official  language  of  the  International  Bureau  is  the  French  language. 

13.  The  International  Bureau  is  charged  with  the  doty  of  publishing  an  alpbahst- 
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cal  diotiMiary  of  all  the  post-offlcM  of  the  world,  with  special  indication  of  such  of 
heae  offices  as  undertake  services  which  have  not  yet  become  general.  This  die- 
ionaiy  is  kept  ap  to  date  by  means  of  sapplements,  or  in  any  other  manner  which 
he  International  Bureaa  may  deem  suitable. 

The  dictionary  mentioned  in  the  present  paragraph  is  furnished  at  prime  cost  to 
he  Administrations  which  may  apply  for  it. 

XXXVUI. — Ckntkal  Office  of  Settlkmbkt  and  Liquidation  of  Accounts 

BXTWXXN  TBS  ADMINISTRATIONS  OF  THE  UNION. 

L  The  International  Bureaa  of  the  Universal  Postal  Union  is  charged  with  the 
uty  of  effecting  the  balance  and  liquidation  of  accounts  of  every  kind  relating  to 
tie  international  postal  service  between  the  Administrations  of  the  countries  of  the 
Fnion  which  have  the  franc  for  their  monetary  unit  or  which  have  come  to  an  agree- 
lent  as  regards  the  rate  of  conversion  of  their  currency  into  metallic  francs  and 
entimes. 

The  Administrations  which  intend  to  claim  the  aid  of  the  International  Bureau 
ir  this  service  of  liquidation  arrange  accordingly  among  themselves  and  with  the 
lureau. 

Notwithstanding  its  adhesion,  each  Administration  retains  the  right  to  prepare, 
t  its  option,  special  accounts  for  different  branches  of  the  service,  and  to  effect  the 
Bttlement  of  tnem,  to  suit  itself,  with  its  correspondents,  without  using  the  inter- 
lediary  of  the  International  Bureau;  simply  advising  the  Bureau,  in  accordance 
rith  the  provision  of  the  preceding  paragraph,  for  which  branches  of  the  service 
nd  for  which  countries  it  intends  to  employ  its  services. 

At  the  request  of  the  Administrations  interested,  the  tele^aph  accounts  may  also 
e  reported  to  the  International  Bureau,  to  be  included  in  tlie  settlement  of  the 


The  Administrations  which  shall  have  used  the  intermediary  of  the  International 
(nrean  for  the  balancing  and  liquidation  of  accounts  mav  cease  to  use  this  interwe- 
iary  three  months  after  giving  notice  to  the  Bureau  to  that  effect. 

2.  After  the  sjiecial  accounts  have  been  examined  and  accepted  by  common  con- 
But,  the  debtor  Administrations  transmit  to  the  creditor  Administrations,  for  each 
ategwry  of  operations,  an  acknowledgment,  prepared  in  francs  and  centimes,  for 
he  amount  of  the  balance  of  the  two  special  accounts,  indicating  the  object  of  the 
redit  and  the  period  to  which  it  relates. 

However,  as  regards  the  exchange  of  money  orders,  the  acknowledgment  must  be 
ransmitted  by  the  debtor  Office  at  the  time  when  its  own  special  account  is  pre- 
ared  and  the  account  from  the  corresponding  office  is  received,  without  waiting 
ntil  the  verification  of  details  is  proceeded  with.  Any  differences  which  are  subse- 
iiiently  ascertained  are  taken  up  in  the  next  account. 

Unless  there  be  an  understanding  to  the  contrary,  the  Administration  which  should 
ieeire.  for  its  domestic  bookkeeping,  to  have  general  accounts,  would  have  to  pre- 
lare  them  itself,  and  would  have  to  submit  them,  for  acceptance,  to  the  Office  with 
rhich  it  exchanges  mails. 

The  Administrations  may  come  to  an  understanding  among  themselves  to  make 
ue  in  their  relations  of  some  other  system. 

3.  Each  Administration  transmits  monthly,  to  the  International  Bureau,  a  Table 
Iiowin^  the  total  credit  due  to  it  on  individual  accounts,  as  well  as  the  total  of  the 
Qms  wnich  are  due  to  it  from  each  of  the  contracting  Administrations;  each  credit 
ppearing  in  this  Table  must  be  substantiated  by  an  acknowledgment  from  the 
6btor  office. 

This  Table  should  reach  the  International  Bureau  on  the  19th  of  each  month  at 
le  latest;  otherwise  its  liquidation  is  liable  to  be  deferred  until  the  following 
onth. 

4.  The  International  Bureau  ascertains,  by  comparing  the  acknowledgments,  if 
le  Tables  are  correct.  Every  correction  which  is  necessary  is  notified  to  tne  Offices 
tereeted. 

The  debit  of  each  Administration  to  another  is  stated  in  a  recapitulation:  in  order 
>  ascertain  the  total  amount  of  indebtedness  of  each  Administration  it  is  only 
icessary  to  add  up  the  different  columns  of  the  recapitulation.  * 

5.  The  International  Bureau  incorporates  the  Tables  and  the  recapitulations  in  a 
^neral  balance  sheet,  showing: 

(a)  The  total  of  the  Debit  and  of  the  Credit  of  each  Administration; 

(6)  the  balance  against  or  in  favor  of  each  Administration,  representing  the  dif- 
trence  between  the  total  of  the  Debit  and  the  total  of  the  Ciedit; 

(c)  the  sums  to  be  paid  by  some  of  the  members  of  the  Union  to  a  single  AdminiS' 
elation,  or  vice  versa,  the  sums  to  be  paid  by  the  latter  to  the  former. 

The  totals  of  the  two  categories  of  balances  under  a  and  h  must  necessarily  be  the 
Une. 
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It  shall  be  arranged,  as  far  as  possible,  that  each  Administration,  in  order  to  liqui- 
date its  indebtedness,  shall  have  to  make  only  one  or  two  distinct  payments. 

Nevertheless,  an  Administration  which  habitually  iinds  a  sum  exceeding  50,000 
francs  due  to  it  from  another  Administration  has  the  right  to  claim  remittwcee  on 
account. 

These  remittances  on  account  are  entered,  both  by  the  creditor  Administration 
and  by  the  debtor  Administration,  at  the  foot  of  the  Tables,  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
International  Bnrean  (see  Section  3). 

6.  The  acknowledgments  (see  Section  3)  transmitted  to  the  International  Bareao 
with  the  Tables  are  classified  by  Administrations. 

lliey  serve  as  the  basis  for  settling  the  accounts  of  each  of  the  Administrationi 
interested.    In  this  settlement  should  appear: 

(a)  the  sums  relating  to  the  special  accounts  regarding  the  different  exchanges; 

(b)  the  total  of  the  sums  resulting  from  all  the  special  accounts  with  respect  to 
each  of  the  Administrations  interested ; 

(o)  the  totals  of  the  sums  due  to  all  the  creditor  Administrations  on  acooont  of 
each  branch  of  the  service,  as  well  as  their  general  total. 

This  total  should  be  equal  to  the  total  of  the  debit  which  appears  in  the  recapit- 
ulation.. 

At  the  foot  of  the  liquidation  account  the  balance  is  shown  between  the  total  of 
the  Debit  and  the  total  of  the  Credit  resulting  from  the  Tables  transmitted  by  tlie 
Administrations  to  the  International  Bureau  (see  Section  3).  The  net  amoant  of  the 
Debit  or  of  the  Credit  should  be  equal  to  the  Debit  balance  or  to  the  Credit  baluca 
carried  into  the  general  balance  sheet.  Moreover,  the  liquidation  accooiit  deter- 
mines the  manner  of  settlement,  that  is  to  say,  it  indicates  the  Administrationi  to 
which  payment  must  be  made  by  the  debtor  Administration. 

The  liquidation  accounts  must  be  transmitted  to  the  Administrations  interested  by 
the  International  Bureau,  at  the  latest  on  the  22d  of  each  month. 

7.  The  payment  of  the  sums  due,  in  virtue  of  a  liquidation,  to  another  Adminis- 
tration mast  be  effected  as  soon  as  possible,  and  at  the  latest  two  weeks  after  the 
receipt  of  the  liquidation  by  the  debtor  Administration.  The  Debit  or  Credit  bsl- 
ances  exceeding  500  francs  may  be  entered  in  the  account  for  the  following  mooth, 
on  condition,  however,  that  the  Administrations  interested  are  in  monthly  commani- 
cation  with  the  International  Bureau.  These  entries  are  stated  in  the  recapitulations 
and  in  the  liquidation  accounts  for  the  creditor  and  debtor  Administrations.  The 
debtor  Administration  transmits,  in  that  case,  to  the  creditor  Administration  ao 
acknowledgment  of  the  sum  due,  to  be  entered  in  the  next  Table. 

XXXIX .— Language  . 

1.  The  Letter  Bills,  Tables,  Statements,  and  other  Forms  used  by  the  Adminietrir 
tions  of  the  Union  in  their  reciprocal  relations  must,  as  a  general  rnle,  be  drawn  up 
in  the  French  language,  unless  the  Administrations  interested  arrange  otherwise  by 
direct  agreement. 

2.  As  regards  official  correspondence,  the  present  state  of  things  is  maintained, 
unless  another  arrangement  should  subsequently  be  agreed  upon  by  common  consent 
between  the  Administrations  interested. 

XL. — Jurisdiction  op  the  Union. 

The  following  are  considered  as  belonging  to  the  Universal  Postal  Union : 

First.  The  German  post-offices  establi^ed  at  Apia  (Samoan  Islands)  and  at 
Shanghai,  Tien  Tsin,  and  Chefoo  (China),  as  subordinate  to  the  Postal  Adfflini^ 
tration  of  Germany ; 

Second.  The  principality  of  Liechtenstein,  as  subordinate  to  the  Postal  Admin- 
istration of  Austria; 

Third.  Iceland  and  the  Faroe  Islands,  as  forming  part  of  Denmark; 

Fourth.  The  Spanish  possessions  on  the  North  Coast  of  Africa,  as  forming  pa^^ 
of  Spain,  the  Kepublic  of  Andorra  and  the  postal  establishments  of  Spain  on  tb« 
West  Coast  of  Morocco,  as  subordinate  to  the  Postal  Administration  of  Spain; 

Fifth.  Algeria,  as  forming  part  of  France ;  the  principality  of  Monaco,  andtbe 
French  post-offices  established  in  Morocco,  Shanghai,  and  Tien  Tsin  (China)? 
and  at  Zanzibar,  as  subordinate  to  the  Postal  Administration  of  France; 

Sixth.  The  postal  agencies  which  the  Postal  Administration  of  Gibraltar  niaio* 
tains  at  Tangier,  Laraiche,  Babat,  Casablanca,  Saffi,  Mazagan,  and  Mogador 
(Morocco) ; 

Seventh.  The  post-offices  which  the  Administration  of  the  British  Colony  of 
Hongkong  maintains  at  Hoihow  (Kiunechow),  Canton,  Bwatow,  Amoy,  Foo- 
Chow,  Kingpo,  Shanghai,  and  Hankow  (China) ; 
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Eighth.  The  Indian  postal  establishments  of  Aden,  Muscat,  Persian  Golf,  and 
Gnador,  as  subordinate  to  the  Postal  Administration  of  British  India ; 

Ninth.  The  Republic  of  San  Marino  and  the  Italian  post  offices  of  Tunis  and 
Tripoli  in  Barbary,  as  subordinate  to  the  Postal  Administration  of  Italy; 

Tenth.  The  post-offices  which  the  Japanese  Administration  has  established  at 
Shanghai,  Tien  Tsin,  aod  Chefoo  (China),  Fnsanpo,  Genzanshin,  and  Jinsen 
(Korea) ; 

Eleventh.  The  Grand  Duchy  of  Finland,  as  forming  an  integral  part  of  the 
Empire  of  Russia; 

Twelfth.  Basntoland,  as  subordinate  to  the  Postal  Administration  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope; 

Thirteenth.  Walfish-Bay,  as  forming  part  of  the  Colony  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 
2.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meeting,  the  Administrations  of  the 
countries  of  the  Union  which  open,  in  countries  foreign  to  the  Union,  post-offices 
which  should  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  Union,  communicate  the  fact  to  the 
Administrations  of  all  the  other  countries  of  the  Union  through  the  intermediary  of 
the  International  Bureau. 

XLI. — ^Propositionb  Mads  ik  the  Interval  Between  the  Meetings. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings,  the  Postal  Administration 
of  each  country  of  the  Union  has  the  right  to  address  to  the  other  participating 
Administrations,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propositions 
in  regard  to  the  stipulations  of  the  present  Reflations. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  following  mode  of  procedure : 

A  period  of  six  months  is  allowed  to  the  Administrations  to  examine  the  proposi- 
tions and  transmit  to  the  International  Bureau  their  observations.  Amendments  are 
not  admitted.  The  replies  are  tabulated  by  the  Intematioual  Bureau  and  communi- 
cated to  the  Administrations,  with  an  invitation  to  express  their  views  for  or  against. 
The  Administrations  which  have  not  transmitted  their  vote  within  a  period  of  six 
months,  counting  from  the  date  of  the  second  circular  of  the  International  Bureau 
notifying  them  of  the  observations  made,  are  considered  as  not  voting. 

3.  To  become  binding  the  propositions  must  obtain — 

First.  Unanimity  of  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  addition  of  new  provisions  or  to 
the  modification  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  Article  and  those  of  Articles  III, 
IV.  Vn,  XII,  XXIX,  XXX,  XXXI,  XXXIII,  and  XLII. 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes,  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  the  pro- 
visions of  Articles  I,  II,  V,  VI,  X,  XI,  Xllf,  XIV,  XV,  XVI,  XVII,  XVIII,  XIX,  XX, 
XXI,  XXIII,  XXIV,  XXV,  XXXII,  XXXVI,  XXXVIII,  XXXIX,  and  XL. 

Third.  Simply  an  absolute  majority,  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  pro- 
visions other  than  those  above  mentioned,  or  to  the  interpretation  of  the  various 
provisions  of  the  Regulations,  except  in  case  of  arbitration  contemplated  in 
Article  23  of  the  Convention. 

4.  The  resolutions  adopted  in  due  form  are  made  binding  by  a  simple  notification 
^^>m  the  International  Bureau  to  all  the  Administrations  of  the  Union. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months 
^fter  its  notification. 

XLII.—DURATION  OF  THE  REGULATIONS. 

The  present  regulations  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  day  on  which  the 
Convention  of  the  15th  of  June,  1897,  comes  into  force.  They  shall  have  the  same 
duration  as  that  Convention,  unless  they  be  renewed  by  mutual  agreement  between 
'^le  parties  interested. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  16th  day  of  June,  1897. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 


A10i:XES. 


A. 


R 


LAUSAKKE. 
K*1460. 


B. 


\ 


Administration  of 

BBTURN-KECEIPT. 

for  a  letter  with  declared  value  of. ) 

Centered  at  tbe  offlee 
for  a  registered  article  < )  (1) ) 

of the under  No. (9- 

rthat  a  letter  with  declared  ralne) 
The  nndereigned  declares  <  >to  the  ahove-menticBM 

Stamp  of  the  '  ^^'^  •  registered  article  i 

OJU0  <if  deUveiy.     ><IcIi«m,  and  originating  at has  beendoly 

delivered on  the 1»— 


qf  the  addrMM$s 


Signature  (3). 

^f  tike  ehi^qfthe  office  V  deHeenf- 


(1)  Kature  of  the  article  (letter,  sample,  print,  etc.)* 

(2)  Office  of  origin ;  date  of  mailing  at  this  office ;  No.  of  entry  at  said  office. 

(3)  ^ote.— This  Return-Receipt  must  he  signed  by  the  addressee;  or,  If  the  regnlatiou of 
the  country  of  destination  permit  it^  by  the  chief  of  the  office  of  delivery,  then  placed  is 
an  envelope,  and  transmitted,  under  registration,  hy  the  first  mall  to  the  offloe  of  odfin  ^ 
the  article  to  which  It  relates. 
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(Front.) 


Adninistntion 

OorroipondoBoe  with  the  OiBoe 

LBTTEB  BILL. 

ir  of  order  of 

If  ail  ( dispatch)  from  the  exobange 

Kmnber  of  sacks  or 

laU 

offloe  of for  the  exchange  offloe 

paokages  oompoe- 

of V 

Ing  the  mail 

ched  by  ttaomer 

Departure  of ,189..,  at m. 

Arrival  of ISfi      at    m. 

•  •*  • 

(  entered  in  the  Table  below. 
..  registered  articles  < 

(entered  on separate Uata. 

•••  • 

..  iHu^kages  or  aacks  of  registered  articles. 

•  ••  ■ 

..  festered  articles  ontside  of  the  paokages. 

•  ••  ■ 

..  articles  to  be  delirered  by  special  messenger. 

■  ••• 

€ grama. 

..  paokages  of  declared  ralne,  weighing  < 

o/ce.- 

Stamp  ofrM0i9ing 
ojKm: 

I.  Lnrr  of  Sioistibid  Abtioub. 


Number 

of  order. 

1. 

OfBcesof 
orljzin. 

yames  of 

addressees. 

8. 

Places  of 

destination. 

4. 

Observations, 
ft. 

18 
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C. 

(BAok.) 

n.  List  of  Closbd  Mails. 

[Inserted  in  the  present  mail.] 


OfSce  of  origin. 


Office  of  destination. 


Namber  of  closed 
mails. 


Obaervatioi 


ornciAL  BsamnLiTion. 


Clerk  of  dispatching  exohange  office t 


Clerk  of  reoeiying  exohange  office: 
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COl 


D. 


UmMttnHom 

p  of  dispatching  offioe.) 

O 


BULLErnr  of  verification 


0»rr«i|»ontf«nM  «HiA  lh$ 
OJies  qf 

(SUrop  of  reotivlttf  offimi.) 

O 


9orrweiionandthe9taUmmto/mronmmdirregularitU»e/aUkindidi»0W 
exchange  Qjflee  ^ /or  the  e»eha$iff*oJiM^ ...... 

Diijwtefa  of  the 1W-,  *t o'clock. 

BBVOB8  OB  TAinOCS  IKKEOULABITnEf . 

ICiMliigmall;  miBdngrecistModarticka,  or  letter  UU;  i9l»ted,t0rB,«r  tiijur«4n«ll«  ot«.) 


At ,  tho 


Ai t««* 


•    *  .    '  * 
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E. 


Adminittration  of  Posts 

or 


(Front.) 


StMnp  of  divpatchiDf 


OjlM^ 


o 


PARTICULARS  TO  BE  FURNISHED  IN  CASE  OF  A  CLAIM  FOR  AN  ORDINARY  (TJIT- 
REGISTERED)  ARTICLE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE  WHICH  HAS  NOT  ARRIVED. 

I.  BT  TBM  OLAIMANT  (8BKDKB  OB  ADDBBSBKB).                                                     i 

Qnestions. 

Answen. 

a.  Kataro  of  the  article  (letter,  post  card,  news- 

paper  or  other  print,  sample  or  packet  of 
commercial  papers).                                        . 

b.  How  was  the  article  addressed  f 

e.  What  is  the  exact  address  of  the  addressee! 

d.  Was  the  article  large! 

0.  What  did  it  contain !    (Give  details  as  exact 

and  complete  as  possible.) 
/.  Exact  or  approximate  date  of  mailing. 

a.  Name  and  residence  of  the  sender. 

A.  In  case  of  successfol  inqniry,  to  whom— the 

sender  or  the  addreesee— should  the  article 

be  returned! 

n.  Bt  the  sbkdbb. 

i.  Was  It  prepaid,  and,  if  so,  what  was  the  valae 

of  the  poatage-stamns  affixed! 
j.  Date  and  hoar  of  mailing. 
«.  Was  it  mailed  at  the  offloe  or  the  box!    In 

the  latter  case,  which  box! 
I.  Was  it  mailed  by  the  sender  himself,  or  by 

some  other  person  f    In  the  latter  case,  by 

whom! 

• 

m.  Special  observations  by  the  office  of  origin. 

n.  Obsorvations  by  the  1st  intermediary  office. 
0.  Obseryations  by  the  2d  intormediary  office. 

This  form  mnflt  Ytti  retnraed  to. _._.... _._...-.... 

£• 


AdminigtraHon  of  Potti 
df 


(Back.) 


OJleeqf. 


^StHspof  w 

destisatML) 


III.  PaBTICULARS  to  be  rUBNISHBD  BT  THB  ADDBBSSEB  IN  CA8B  Or  A  CLAIM   FOB  Alf  OUUXAlT 
(UlfBBOIBrrEBBD)  ABTICLB  OF  COBBBSPONDBITCB  WHICH  HAS  NOT  ABBIVBD. 


Qnestions. 


p.  Did  the  article  come  into  the  hands  of  the  ad- 

dresaee? 
q.  Is  the  correspondence  nsnally  taken  at  the 

post-office,  or  delivered  at  the  house! 

r.  In  the  first  case,  to  whom  is  it  intrusted! 

s.  In  the  second,  is  it  delivered  directly  to  the 
addresHee  or  to  a  person  in  his  service ;  or 
is  it  depo^itod  in  a  special  box!  If  so,  is 
the  box  well  fastened  and  regularly  opened! 

t.  Has  correspondence  often  been  lost!  And  if 
so,  mention  whence  the  lost  correspond- 
ence has  come. 

u.  Special  okwervatioiit  by  the  office  of  destina- 
tion. 

This  form  most  be  returned  to 


Answera. 


t^^mmr 


^m 


addreM 
L  to  your 
IdieMof 


■sta, 
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F. 

[BMk.] 

The  artiole  described  on  the  other  side  wss  inserted  in  the  mail  from  the  exehasfB  oSee 

of of IS..  [ disi»steli],far(lM 

exchange  office  of 

^     ^       ^     ^^            in  Table  I  of  the  Letter  BiU. 
It  was  entered  nnder  No onWayJBiU 

Dateitnp: 


i 


& 

i 


I 

a 

I 
I 

o 


Signatare: 


The  article  described  on  the  other  side  was  inserted  in  the  mail  from  the  exchange  dka 

of of 18..  [ dispatch], forth* 

exchange  office  of 

in  Table  I  of  the  Letter  BiU. 


It  was  entered  nnder  Vo. 


on  Way  Bill 

Dateitanp: 


Signatare: 


The  article  described  on  the  other  side  was  inserted  in  the  mail  from  the  exchange  oA« 

of of 18..  £ dispatch],  fsrtto 

exchange  office  of 

^      _,       ^     „  in  Table  I  of  the  Letter  Bill. 

It  was  entered  nnder  No.....  on  Way  Bill 

Dateiiup: 


Signatare: 


Dkfiritk  Riplt 

0/  tKs  cJU0  9t  dMfftuiffon  Of,  (f  nsoMMfy,  q/  iht  inUrmediary  oJh$  tohieh  ean  net  pftm  Ai  ^W^ 
trtmamittion  qf  Ou  orHcU  inquired  for,  to  the  next  oJIm. 
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G. 

(Front) 


'oitAlAdminlstratianof 

REgUXST  FOB  WITHDRAWAL  OR  FOB  CORRECTION  OF  AJ)DBSa8.  • 

BJtgUUT  BT  POST. 

(IV)  b€  tranamitUd  under  regutraHoUj  and  at  the  e^enee  qf  1h$  per§on  mating  the  requett.) 

I.  Rbqubst  fob  withdrawal. 

Please  retara  to  tho  office  of (cf  origin), 

(beddiYoied  to  the  sender,  the (nature  qf  artieU), 

ddiMsed  to  your  office  on  the 1S9 the  addreu  of  which  is  like  the  fao-«imile 

inwith. 

the 180.. 

[Stamp  of  ojfiee,] 


\ 


The of  PoBte, 


n.  RBQUEST  fob  COBUKCnON  OF  ADDBB88. 

sabstitute (give  eubetUuHon) 

f (give  original  vereion)^  ontheaddreet 

tile (nature  0/  artiele),  addreaeed  to  your 

loeonthe 189..,by  the  office  of ,  the addrees of 

hieb  is  like  the  &o-simile  herewith. 

,  the 189.. 

^amp  cf  ojtee. 


The of  Poete, 


*Ciou  out  either  I  or  II,  m  the  oaae  may  be. 
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G. 

(Back.) 

BSQUEST  BT  TSLEGRAPH. 

(Telegram  at  the  eggpenm  qfUuptton  makmg  Uu  requesl.) 

I.  Kbqubbt  fob  withdrawal. 

Setnm  to  origin (tueh  and  »u«h  an  artieie)  addrco— d 

(tkie  day  or  on  the )  toM (exact  addreas  t^f  aUnmii' 

Stamped  fBO-similB  of  aignaturo: (plaee  and  deeai^m^. 

Seal: (dewipto). 

Envelope:  (form  and  color  itfertid^. 

Special  marka:  (noteaandrignn^eeetiiUUl. 

,  the 189.... 

[Stamp  of  office,] 

\  )  (Signature) 


n.  SSQUm  VOB  OOBSBOnON  OF  ADDBUB.  * 

Sabatitnte (ffive  iubetUuHon)  tot • 

(give  original  vortion)  on  theaddreaaof  the (natwr$tfeir1i^ 

forwarded (thie  daif  or  on  the )toyoar«fflMi' 

M (exact  addrem  ^  eddrm^ 

Stamped  fao-simile  of  signature: (place  and daeaiftite!^. 

Seal:  (imiiffMi- 

EnTeloi>e: (fom^  and  edor  ^ertid^' 

Special  marks :  (note  and  fH^^t^**^^' 

,  the 180 

[Stamp  of  office.] 


(Signature) 


Thia  requeat  can  not  be  complied  with  until  the  fko-aimile  baa  been  reoeived  by  msiL 


M  /» 


:/:    KXruAXQB  OF  LETTERS  AND  BOXES   WITH 

l>rn   nt/DVEEN  GERMANY  AND  THE  GERMAN  PRO- 

i^l.rrilLlC  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICA,  THE  ARGENTINE 

.,•,.[}:  r.  BELGIUM,  BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA,  BRAZIL,  BUL- 

./    :    2 HE   DANISH   COLONIES,  EGYPT,  THE   DOMINICAN 

1  \CK.  THE  FRENCH  COLONIES,  ITALY,  LIBERIA,  LUXEM- 

m.nierlands,  portugal,  the  portuguese  colonies, 
.m.  !i eli  via,  sweden,  switzerland,  tunis,  and  turkey. 

Article  Fibst. 

\  be  di8x>atcbed  from  one  of  the  countries  mentioned  above  to  another 

rouiitries  letters  containing  papers  of  declared  value,  and  boxes  con- 

1 1  v  and  precious  artioles  the  value  of  which  is  declared;  and  the  amount 

•  1  may  be  insured. 

}  I  rati  on  in  the  service  of  boxes  with  declared  vtvlue  is  limited  to  the  exchanges 

]j  tiiUBe  adhering  countries  whose  Administrations  have  agreed  to  establish 

ivioe  in  their  reciprocal  relations. 

riie  maximum  weight  of  boxes  is  fixed  at  1  kilogram  (2  pounds  3  ounces)  per 

-.  rbe  various  Offices  have  the  liberty,  in  their  respective  relations,  to  detennine 
itKtxiujum  declared  value,  which  in  no  case  can  be  less  than  10,000  francs  ($1,930) 
1  article,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  various  Administrations  participating  in  the 
uuveyance  are  responsible  only  up  to  the  maximum  amount  adopted  by  them. 

Article  2« 

1.  Letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value  may  be  marked  with  trade-charges,  on 
'hecoadiiions  admitted  by  Sections  1  and  2  of  Article  7  of  the  Universal  Postal  Con- 
tention. These  articles  are  subjected  to  the  formalities  and  to  the  rates  applicable 
^  the  articles  of  declared  value  of  the  category  to  which  they  belong. 

2.  The  loss,  damage,  or  rifling  of  an  article  of  declared  value  marked  with  trade 
charges,  renders  the  postal  service  responsible,  in  the  conditions  determined  by 
Article  12  of  the  present  Arrangement.  After  the  delivery  of  the  article,  the  Admin- 
Atration  of  the  country  of  destination  is  responsible  for  the  amount  of  the  trade 
-barge,  and  must  be  able  to  prove  that  the  amount  collected  has  been  forwarded  to 
^e  Bender,  after  deducting  tlie  fee  and  charges  which  are  authorized. 

Articlb  3. 

1.  The  right  of  transit  through  the  territory  of  each  of  the  adhering  countries  is 
^aranteed,  and  the  Offices  which  participate  in  the  conveyance  take  the  responsi- 
i^Vlity  within  the  limits  determined  by  Article  12  of  the  present  Arrangement. 

The  same  applies  to  the  maritime  conveyance  effected  or  assured  by  the  Offices  of 
^«%6  adhering  countries :  Providedf  however,  That  these  OfiBces  are  prepared  to  take  the 
^poDsibility  for  values  on  board  the  steamers  or  vessels  which  they  employ. 

2.  Unless  there  is  an  arrangement  to  the  contrary  between  the  Offices  of  origin 
^dof  destination,  the  transmission  of  declared  values  exchanged  between  nona^'a- 
^cnt  countries  is  effected  in  open-mail,  and  by  the  routes  used  for  the  transmission  of 
^tdinary  correspondence. 

Z,  The  exchange  of  letters  and  boxes  containing  declared  values  between  two 
^enntries  which,  m  their  ordinary  relations,  exchange  mails  through  the  intermedi- 
^7  of  one  or  more  conntries  not  participating  in  tlie  present  Arrangement,  or  by 
lieaos  of  maritime  services  which  do  not  take  any  responsibility,  is  subject  to  special 
Arrangements  to  be  agreed  upon  between  the  Administrations  of  the  country  of  origin 
md  destination,  such  as  a  roundabout  way,  dispatch  in  closed  mails,  etc. 
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AdminUtratU>n  of  Bate  ttomp  of  tbe 

Foita  of of  deotiBfttiaB. 


REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS 

takenat inapplieationo/  Artieie  18 <^  the  OonvenHon  of  the  UniverMal  PoitalUnM 

and  Article  XXX of  the  Regtdations  qf  detail  and  order  for  the  exeetUion  qf  mnd  Commifink. 

U8B  OF  A  FKAUDUUSNT  POSTAQB  STAMP. 

In  the  year  one  tboxuand  eight  hundred  and on  the 

we,  the  undersigned of  Posts  at aetiifin 

yirtae  of  Article  18  of  the  Convention  of  the  IJniTersal  Postal  Union,  and  of  Article  XXX  of  tte 
Regulations  of  detail  and  order  for  the  execution  of  said  Convention,  and  assisting  in  the  vaiiila- 

tionof 1  mailed  on  the of 

addressed  toM at weighing 

and  prepaid  at  the  rate  of ,  have  found  that  this  article  had  attached  to  itspMliT 

stamp  presumed  to  he  fraudulent  which  constitutes  the  offense  mentioned  in  Article  18  of  the  ConireB* 
tion  referred  to  ahove. 

{that  he  refuses  to  make  known  the  sender 
that  the  sender  is  unknown  to  him 
that  the  sender  is  M.' 
In  eoDMqMDM 


we  have  delivered  to  him 
we  hare  seised 


for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  them  to  the  Administration  of  Poets  of 

"W  e  have  prepared  the  present  Report  of  these  Proceedings,  in  single  copy,  in  order  that  fiirthar  pco- 
ceedings  may  he  instituted  in  conformity  witii  Article  18  of  the  Convention  and  Article  XXX  of  (ki 
Regulations  mentioned  ahove. 


Signature  of  thie  addreesee  or  Signature  of  the ^  P*^ 

of  hie  rtpreeentative. 

I  Nature  of  the  article  (letter,  sample,  print,  commercial  papers,  Ac). 

>  Cross  out,  as  the  case  may  require,  one  or  the  other  of  these  indications. 

*Naroe  and  address  of  the  offender  (if  he  resides  in  a  large  city,  give  street  and  number  of  bPtut)' 

Tlie  Btatistical  Tables  K  and  L  are  omitted. 


nan  tbe  oodd- 
Cicla  4  of  the 
if  eucb  of  the 
leclnrvd  volne . 


icera  involved  in 
I  re  di'livered.     If, 

ivarded  to  another 
■■  oonntry  of  origin, 
'jieated  npon  Oltice 
Irom  ILe  souder. 


■  nu^onre),  whenever 
<'d,  or  damaijed,  tbe 
iiity  ooTreapouding  to 
loage  baa  beeu  caused 
raof  the  article  itaelf. 


lilting  trom  case«  of  the 
'  for  »  surtax  within  tbe 

Article  5  of  the  present 
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Article  4. 

1.  The  traDsit  obarges  contemplated  by  Ai-ticle  4  of  the  UniyeTsal  Poetal  CoD?en- 
tion  are  payable  by  the  Office  of  origiq  to  the  Offices  which  participate  in  the  inter- 
mediary  conveyance  of  letters  containing  declared  values  in  open-mail  or  in  cloied 
mails. 

2.  A  postage  charge  of  50  centimes  per  article  must  be  paid  by  the  Office  of  orig:iD 
of  boxes  witn  declared  value  to  the  Administration  of  tne  country  of  destinitioo. 
and,  if  necessary,  to  each  of  the  Administrations  participating  in  the  interniediirjr 
territorial  conveyance.  The  Office  of  origin  must,  in  addition,  pay,  if  uecessary, » 
postage  charge  of  1  firano  to  each  of  the  Administrations  participating  in  the  inter- 
mediary  maritime  conveyance. 

3.  Independent  of  these  charges  and  posta^  charges,  the  Administration  of  the 
country  of  origin  is  acoonutable  to  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  each  of  the  Administrations  participating  in  the  territoriil 
transit,  with  the  guaranty  of  responsibility,  for  an  insurance  fee  of  5  centimes  (1 
cent)  on  each  declared  800  francs  or  fraction  of  300  francs. 

4.  Moreover,  if  there  is  maritime  conveyance  with  the  same  guaranty,  the  Admin- 
istration of  origin  is  accountable  to  each  of  the  Offices  participating  in  tbti  con- 
vey auce  for  a  maritime  insurance  fee  of  10  centimes  (2  cents)  for  each  declared  ram 
of  300  francs  or  fraction  of  300  franca. 

Articue  5. 

1.  The  postage  on  letters  and  boxes  containing  declared  values  must  be  psid  in 
advance,  and  is  composed  of— 

First.  For  letters,  of  the  postage  and  fixed  fee  applicable  to  a  registered  letter  of 
the  same  weight  and  for  the  same  destination — postage  and  fee  going  entirely  to  the 
Office  of  dispatch ;  for  boxes,  of  a  postage  of  50  centimes  per  country  participsting 
in  the  territorial  conveyance,  and  if  there  is  any  maritime  conveyance,  1  franc  per 
country  participating  in  the  maritime  conveyance. 

Second.  For  letters  and  boxes,  of  an  insurance  fee  calculated,  per  300  dechued 
francs  or  fraction  of  300  francs,  at  the  rate  of  10  centimes  for  ac^acent  countries,  or 
countries  connected  by  a  direct  maritune  service,  and  at  the  rate  of  25  centimeefor 
other  countries,  with  the  addition,  if  necessary,  in  both  cases  of  the  maritime  insur- 
ance charge  contemplated  by  the  last  paragraph  of  Article  4  preceding.  Howem, 
as  a  temporary  measure,  each  of  the  contracting  parties  has  the  right,  in  view  of  iti 
.monetary  and  other  conditions,  to  levy  an  insurance  charge  other  than  the  one  indi- 
cated above,  provided  this  charge  does  not  exceed  one-half  of  1  per  cent  of  the 
declared  sum. 

2.  The  sender  of  an  article  containing  declared  values  receives,  free  of  chai^ge,  it 
the  moment  of  mailing,  a  receipt  for  the  article. 

3.  It  is  especially  agreed  that,  except  in  the  case  of  reforwarding  contemplated  in 
Section  2  of  Article  10  following,  no  postage  charge,  other  than  that  for  delivery 
at  the  residence,  can  be  levied  upon  the  addressees  of  letters  and  boxes  containing 
declared  values. 

4.  Those  countries  adhering  to  this  Convention  which  do  not  have  the  fhmo  for 
their  monetary  unit,  fix  their  rates  at  the  equivalent,  in  their  respective  money,  of 
the  rates  determined  by  Section  1  precedixig.  These  cQuntries  are  at  liberty  to  round 
off  the  inactions  in  conformity  with  the  Table  inserted  in  the  Regulations  for  the 
execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

Abticlb  6. 


Letters  of  declared  value  exchanged  between  the  Postal  Administrations,  or 
between  those  Administrations  and  the  International  Bureau,  are  admitted  free  of 
ostage  and  insurance  fee,  on  the  oonditions  determined  by  paragraph  2  of  Ax^ 
1  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

Article  7. 


I 


1.  The  sender  of  a  registered  article  containing  declared  values  may  demand,  eo 
the  conditions  determined  by  Section  3  of  Article  6  of  the  Universal  Postal  ConveB* 
tion  concerning  registered  articles,  a  notice  that  the  article  has  been  delivoedtothi 
addressee,  or  request  information  relative  to  the  article  subsequent  to  its  mailing. 

2.  The  charge  for  such  a  notice  goes  entirely  to  the  Office  of  the  country  of  erigift- 

Article  8. 

1.  The  sender  of  an  article  with  declared  value  may  cause  it  to  be  withdrawn  fHwi 
the  service,  or  have  its  address  changed,  to  have  it  reforwarded  either  to  some  other 
place  in  the  country  of  the  original  destination,  or  to  any  other  of  the  contracting 
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^  Articlr  17. 

^^^  ^ich  elapses  between  the  roeetingn  contemplated  by  Article  25 

^^^  Convention,  the  Postal  Administration  of  any  of  the  con- 

Sl  j^  right  to  address  to  the  other  Administrations,  through 

^^         ^^^  ^national  Bureau,  propositions  concerning  the  service  of 

^1^^^^         ^'^  4  value. 

^^TW^         X^^  *^  proposition  must  be  supported  by  at  least  two 

^^^-^^^      ^^  "*  ^^^  ^r<>™  which  it  emanatee.    When  the  Inter- 

^^A^^ ^^^^  ^  *^®  same  time  with  the  proposition,  the  necessary 

uj^  ^o^V  ^        ^bv  **  proposition  is  not  considered. 

^fe/'^Hk^^-,    ^.^         Vk  ')roceeding  determined  by  section  2  of  Arti- 

^'   ^.  '  ^  ^^  -"S.^^  ^M  ^oiiH  mnat  obtain  aji  fnllnw^ii- 


Mons  must  obtain  as  follows : 
''he  addition  of  new  provisions  or  the 
icles  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 12,  and  18. 
^^^^      ^^  '  y  involve  a  modification  of  the  stipula- 

Chan  those  of  Articles  1, 2, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 17, 


.^   V^ 


S^    ^^ .  -^  'fity,  if  they  affect  the  interpretation  of  the  stipu- 

^  .oiuent,  except  m  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated 

dal  Postal  Convention. 
.>ns  are  sanctioned  in  the  first  two  cases  by  a  diplomatic  deo- 
tliird  case  by  an  administrative  notification  according  to  the 
u  Article  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention, 
.titication  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months 
notification. 

Articls  18. 

1.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1899, 
ind  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Univernal  Postal  Convention,  without  preju- 
dice to  the  right  reserved  to  each  country  to  withdraw  from  this  Arrangement  upon 
a  notice  given  one  year  in  advance  by  its  Government  to  the  Government  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation. 

2.  From  the  date  on  which  the  present  Arrangement  takes  effect,  all  the  stipula- 
tions previously  agreed  upon  between  the  different  contracting  countries  or  between 
their  Administrations,  in  so  far  as  they  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
present  Arrangement,  are  abrogated  without  prejudice  to  the  stipulations  of  Article 
13  preceding. 

3.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  ratified  aa  soon  as  possible.  The  acts  of  rati- 
fication shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington. 

Done  at  Washingrton  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 

FINAL  PROTOCOL. 

At  the  moment  of  proceeding  to  sign  the  Arrangement  oonoeming  the  exchange  of 
letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed 
U  follows: 

Only  ariioXe, 

In  modification  of  the  stipulation  of  Section  3  of  the  first  Article  of  the  Arrange- 
tient,  which  fixes  the  maximum  limit  of  a  declared  value  at  10,000  francs,  it  is  agreed 
*bat  if  a  country  has  adopted  in  its  domestic  service  a  lower  maximum  limit  than 
10,000  francs,  that  country  has  the  liberty  to  fix  the  maximum  limit  likewise  for  its 
utemational  exchanges  of  letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  drawn  up  the  present 
Inal  protocol,  which  shall  have  the  same  force  and  value  as  if  its  provisions  were 
inserted  in  the  text  itself  of  the  Arrangement  to  which  it  relates,  and  they  have 
signed  it  on  a  single  copy,  which  shall  remain  in  the  archives  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  a  copy  of  wliich  shall  be  delivered  to  each  party. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  loth  of  June,  1897. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.} 
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remedy  against  the  responsible  Administration — ^that  is  to  sa^,  asainst  the  Adminu- 
tration  on  whose  territory  or  in  whose  service  the  loss  or  rifling  nas  taken  place. 

In  case  of  loss,  rifling,  or  damage,  under  circnmstanoes  oi  force  iskajwmj  on  (he 
territory  or  in  the  service  of  a  country  taking  the  risks  mentioned  in  Section  2  above, 
of  a  letter  or  a  box  with  declared  value,  the  country  where  the  loss,  rifling,  or  dam- 
age has  taken  place  is  responsible  therefor  to  the  dispatching  Office  if  uie  latter, 
on  its  side,  takes  risks  in  cases  oi  force  majeure^  as  regards  articles  of  declared  valae. 

4.  Until  tiie  contrary  is  proved,  the  responaibility  rests  with  the  AdministratioD 
which,  having  received  the  article  without  making  any  observation,  can  not  prove 
either  its  delivery  to  the  addressee  or  its  regular  transmission  to  the  next  Adminis- 
tration. 

5.  The  indemnity  must  be  paid  by  the  dispatching  Office  as  soon  as  possible,  and, 
at  the  latest,  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  tbe  application.  The  responaible 
Office  is  bound  to  refund  to  the  dispatching  Office  without  delay,  and  by  means  of  a 
draft  or  a  money  order,  tbe  amount  of  the  indemnity  paid  by  the  latter. 

The  Office  of  origin  is  authorized  to  indemnify  the  sender  on  account  of  the  inter- 
mediary Office  or  the  Office  of  destination,  which,  after  a  request  has  been  made  in  dae 
form,  has  allowed  a  year  to  pass  without  attending  to  the  matter.  Moreover,  in  caae 
an  Office,  whose  responsibility  has  been  dijily  proved,  has  at  once  declined  to  pay  the 
indemnity,  that  Office  must  bear,  in  addition  to  the  indemnity,  the  expenses  caused 
by  the  unjustified  delay  in  making  payment. 

6.  It  is  understood  that  an  application  for  indemnity  la  admitted  only  within  one 
year  from  the  mailing  of  the  article  containing  the  declared  value ;  after  this  period 
has  expired  the  applicant  has  no  longer  any  right  to  claim  an  indemnity. 

7.  The  Administration  on  whose  account  the  amount  of  declared  values  which  have 
not  reached  destination  is  refunded,  enters  upon  all  the  rights  of  ownership. 

8.  If  the  loss,  rifling,  or  damage  hastaken  place  in  course  of  transportation  between 
the  exchange  offices  oi  two  adjacent  countries,  and  it  cannot  be  ascertained  on  vhieb 
of  the  two  territories  the  occurrence  took  place,  the  two  Administrations  ooncetned 
bear  the  loss  in  equal  parts. 

The  same  applies  in  case  of  an  exchange  in  closed  mails,  if  the  loss,  rifling,  or 
damage  has  taken  place  on  the  territory  or  in  the  service  of  an  intermediary  son- 
responsible  Office. 

9.  The  Administrations  cease  to  be  responsible  for  declared  values  contained  in 
articles  which  have  been  receipted  for  by  the  addressees,  and  which  have  been  deliTcred 
to  the  addressees. 

Article  13. 

1.  There  is  reserved  to  each  country  the  right  to  apply  to  articles  oontainiog 
declared  values,  destined  for  or  originating  in  other  countries,  its  domestic  laws  aod 
regulatious,  unless  otherwise  stipulated  by  the  present  Arrangement. 

2.  The  stipulations  of  the  present  Arrangement  do  not  restrict  the  right  of  the 
contracting  parties  to  maintain  and  conclude  special  arrangements,  as  well  as  to 
maintain  and  establish  more  restricted  unions,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  tbe 
service  of  letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value. 

3.  In  the  relations  between  Offices  which  have  come  to  an  agreement  in  this  regard, 
the  senders  of  boxes  with  declared  value  may  take  upon  themselves  the  non postal 
charges  to  which  the  article  may  .be  liable  in  the  country  of  destination,  npon  apie- 
vious  declaration  to  the  Office  of  mailing,  and  npon  the  obligation  to  pay,  at  the 
request  of  the  Office  of  destination,  the  amounts  indicated  by  the  latter. 

Article  14. 

The  Administration  of  any  of  the  contracting  countries  may,  under  extraordioarT 
circumstances  which  justify  the  measure,  temporarily  suspend  the  service  of  declared 
values,  both  as  regards  dispatch  and  receipt,  and  in  a  general  or  partial  manner,  on 
condition  that  ioimediate  notice  thereof  be  given,  if  necessary  by  Jtelegraph,  to  the 
Administration  or  Administrations  interested. 

Article  15. 

The  countries  of  the  Union  which  have  not  taken  part  in  the  present  Airan^ifemo&t 
are  admitted  to  adhere  thereto  upon  their  demand,  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
Article  24  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  as  regards  adhesions  to  the  UniveiMl 
Postal  Union. 

Article  16. 

The  Postal  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  regulate  the  form  and  mode 
of  transmission  of  letters  and  boxes  containing  declared  values,  and  fix  all  the  other 
measures  of  detail  and  order  necessary  to  assure  the  execution  of  the  present 
Arrangement. 
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Article  17. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapBea  between  the  meeting  contemplated  by  Article  25 
of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  the  PoMtal  Administration  of  any  of  the  con- 
tracting conntries  has  the  right  to  address  to  the  other  Administrations,  through 
the  intermediary  of  the  International  Burean,  propositions  concerning  the  service  of 
letters  and  boxes,  with  declared  valne. 

In  order  to  be  considered,  each  proposition  must  be  supported  by  at  least  two 
idministrations,  not  counting  the  one  from  which  it  emanatee.  When  the  Inter- 
lational  Bureau  does  not  receive,  at  the  same  time  with  the  proposition,  the  necessary 
lumber  of  declarations  of  support,  the  proposition  is  not  considered. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  proceeding  determined  by  section  2  of  Arti- 
!]e  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

3.  In  order  to  become  binding,  the  propositions  must  obtain  as  follows : 

First.  Unanimity  of  votes,  if  they  involve  the  addition  of  new  provisions  or  the 
Qodification  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 12,  and  18. 

•Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes,  if  they  involve  a  modification  of  the  stipula- 
ions  of  the  present  Arrangement  other  than  those  of  Articles  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 17, 
mdl8. 

Third.  Simply  an  absolute  minority,  if  thejr  affect  the  interpretation  of  the  stipn- 
ations  of  tlie  present  Arrangement,  except  in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated 
>y  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

4.  The  binding  decisions  are  sanctioned  in  the  first  two  cases  by  a  diplomatic  dec- 
laration, and  in  the  third  case  hy  an  administrative  notification  according  to  the 
form  Indicated  in  Article  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months 
liter  its  notification. 

Articub  18. 

1.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1899, 
and  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  UniverHal  Postal  Convention,  without  preju- 
dice to  the  right  reserved  to  each  country  to  withdraw  from  this  Arrangement  upon 
a  notice  given  one  year  in  advance  by  its  Government  to  the  Government  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation. 

2.  From  the  date  on  which  the  present  Arrangement  takes  effect,  all  the  stipula- 
tions previously  agreed  upon  between  the  different  contracting  conntries  or  between 
their  Administrations,  in  so  far  as  they  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
present  Arrangement,  are  abrogated  without  prejudice  to  the  stipulations  of  Article 
13  preceding. 

3.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  ratified  as  soon  as  possible.  The  acts  of  rati- 
Scatien  shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington. 

Done  at  Washington  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 

FINAL  PROTOCOL. 

At  the  moment  of  proceeding  to  sign  the  Arrangement  oonoeming  the  excbange  of 
fitters  and  boxes  with  declared  valne,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed 
a  follows: 

Only  article. 

In  modification  of  the  stipulation  of  Section  3  of  the  first  Article  of  the  Arrange- 
lent,  which  fixes  the  maximum  limit  of  a  declared  value  at  10,000  francs,  it  is  agreed 
hat  if  a  country  has  adopted  in  its  domestic  service  a  lower  maximum  limit  than 
0,000  francs,  that  country  has  the  liberty  to  fix  the  maximum  limit  likewise  for  its 
Dtemational  exchanges  of  letters  and  boxes  with  declared  valne. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  drawn  np  the  present 
inal  protocol,  which  shall  have  the  same  force  and  valne  as  if  its  provisions  were 
Dsertod  in  the  text  itself  of  the  Arrangement  to  which  it  relates,  and  they  have 
igned  it  on  a  single  copy,  which  shall  remain  in  the  archives  of  the  Government  of 
•be  United  States  of  America,  and  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to  each  party. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 
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C. 

(Back.) 

rr.  List  of  Closbd  Hailb. 

[Insert'ed  in  the  firesent  mail.] 


OfBce  of  origin. 


Office  of  destination. 


Kamber  of  closed 
mails. 


Obaenratioiii. 


OFRCIAL  BlGISTBiTXOlll. 


Clerk  of  diapatchiog  exchange  offloet 


Clerk  of  leoeiving  exchange  oiBos: 
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D. 


IminiatraiUm 

f  dlspatohing  offloe.) 

O 


BULLBTIN  or  VERIFICATION 


Oorretpondenee  VfUh  (ki 
Ojlctqf 

(Stamp  of  rMeiylng  ofllce.) 

O 


metion  and  the  HaUment  of  trrort  and  trregtUariHei  <^  aXL  hindt  dUeovertd  in  tk$  nuM/rom  tk$ 
exchange  oJHee  qf for  the  exchange  oJHee  qf 

Dispfttch  of  the 18D-,  At ....  o'clock. 


BRBOB8  OB  TARIOUS  IBRBOULABrnES. 

itfaig  mail}  mlBilng  registerad  articles,  or  letter  billi  robbed,  torn,  or  injured  mall,  ete.) 


,  the ,  18D-. 

the  receiving  exchange  ojlce. 


At ,tbe 18»-. 

Seen  and  accepted: 
Chief  qf  the  diepatehing  exchange  ojleei 
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3.  The  presence  io,  or,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  abscDce  of,  saeb  packages  fit>m  a 
mail  liable  to  contain  articles  with  declared  value,  is  indicated  in  the  respective  col- 
umn on  the  front  of  the  Letter-Bill,  either  by  giving  the  number  and  weight  of  the 
packages,  or  by  entering  the  word  '*nil/' 

4.  The  package  or  packages  with  declared  value  are  tied  to  the  package  of  regit* 
tered  articles,  and  to  the  outside  of  these  united  packages  is  tied  the  envelope  con- 
taining the  Letter  Bill. 

5.  Whenever  one  of  two  corresponding  Offices  requests  a  separation,  the  boxes 
with  declared  value  must  be  described  on  distinct  Forms  C,  ana  mast  be  wrapped 
separately.  In  such  cases  the  packages  or  sacks  containing  the  two  categories  of 
articles  with  declared  value  are  attached  to  tlie  package  or  sack  of  registered  articles. 

6.  The  return-receipts  for  articles  with  declared  value  are  treated  in  conforaitf 
with  the  provisions  of  Articles  XIII,  XX,  and  XXI  of  the  Regulations  for  the  exeeo- 
tion  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

7.  The  provisions  of  the  present  Article  may  be  modified  by  mutual  agreemeBt 
between  two  corresponding  Offices  in  relations  where  these  provisions  wonld  be 
incompatible  with  the  domestic  regulations  of  either  Office. 

IX. 

1.  Upon  the  receipt  of  a  package  with  declared  values,  the  exchange  post-ofBceof 
destination  begins  operations  by  examining  the  package,  in  order  to  see  wheiberit 
presents  any  irregularities,  eitner  in  its  external  condition  or  packing  or  in  tbe 
observation  of  the  formalities  to  which  the  transmission  is  subjected  by  tbe  pre- 
ceding Article.    It  likewise  verifies  the  gross  weight  of  the  package. 

2.  The  exchange  ^ost-office  of  destination  thereupon  proceeds  to  the  special  Ten- 
fication  of  the  articles  containing  declared  values,  and  ascertains  whether  any 
articles  are  missing  or  whether  there  are  any  other  irregularities,  and  likewise  eo^ 
rects  the  bills  of  dispatch,  conforming  to  the  rules  laid  down  for  registered  artides 
by  Article  XXIII  of  the  Regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal 
Convention. 

3.  The  statement  of  a  missing  article,  or  of  an  alteration  or  irregularity  of  sncb  a 
nature  as  to  involve  the  responsibility  of  the  Administrations  concerned,  is  made  by 
means  of  a  report,  which,  accompanied  by  the  envelopes,  twine,  and  seals  of  tbe 
package,  is  transmitted  to  the  central  Administration  of  the  country  to  vhicb 
the  exchange  post-offlice  of  destination  is  subordinat-e.  A  duplicate  of  this  docn- 
ment  is  at  the  same  time  transmitted,  under  official  registration,  to  the  eeptcal 
Administration  to  which  the  dispatching  exchange  post-office  is  sabordinats,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Bulletin  of  Verification,  which  must  immediately  be  transmitted  to 
that  Office. 

4.  Without  prejudice  to  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  section  3  of  tbe 
present  Article,  the  post-office  of  exchange  which  receives  from  a  corresponding  post- 
office  an  article  insufficiently  wrapped  or  damaged  must  give  circulation  to  this 
article,  after  having  wrapped  it  up  anew,  if  necessary,  preserving  as  much  as  possi- 
ble the  original  wrapping.  In  such  cases  the  weight  of  the  article,  before  and  after 
the  new  wrapping,  must  be  ascertained. 

X. 

1.  Letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value,  which  are  reforwarded  owing  to  a  frrone 
direction,  are  forwarded  to  their  destination  by  the  most  rapid  route  at  the  disposal 
of  the  reforwarding  Office. 

When  the  reforwarding  necessitates  the  return  of  the  articles  to  the  dispatching 
Office  the  charges  entered  as  due  on  the  bill  of  dispatch  of  that  Office  are  sonnlled, 
and  the  reforwarding  exchange  post-office  delivers  these  articles  to  the  correspond- 
ing office,  a  record  beiuff  made  of  the  transaction,  after  having  called  attention  to 
the  error  by  a  Bulletin  of  Verification. 

In  the  contrary  case,  and  when  the  charges  refunded  to  the  reforwarding  Offieeare 
insufficient  to  cover  its  part  of  these  charges  and  the  expenses  of  reforwarding  which 
it  must  bear,  it  credits  itself  with  the  dififercnce  by  forcing  the  sum  entered  to  its 
credit  to  the  desired  amount  on  the  bill  of  dispatch  of  the  dispatching  post-office  of 
exchange.  The  last-mentioned  office  is  notified  of  the  motive  of  such  correction  by 
means  of  a  Bulletin  of  Verification. 

2.  Letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value  which  are  reforwarded,  owing  to  a  cbaa0t 
of  residence  of  the  addressees,  to  one  of  the  contracting  countries,  are  impressed  wiu 
the  stamp  "T"  by  the  reforwarding  Office,  and  become  liable  to  a  charge  represent- 
ing the  amount  due  to  the  delivering  Office,  or  to  each  one  of  the  intermeoiary  Offices, 
to  oe  collected  from  the  addressee  by  the  delivering  Office. 

If  there  are  intermediary  Offices,  the  first  one  of  these  which  receives  a  reforwarded 
article  with  declared  valae  credits  itself  with  the  amount  of  th6  sum  due  to  it  over 
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against  the  Office  to  which  it  delivers  the  article,  and  the  latter  in  its  turn,  if  it  is 
an  intermediary,  credits  itself  over  against  the  next  Office  with  its  own  portion  of 
the  charges,  adding  the  amount  for  which  it  has  been  debited  b^  the  preceding  Office. 
The  same  operation  is  continncMl  in  the  relations  between  the  different  Offices  partici- 
pating in  the  transportation  until  the  article  reaches  the  delivering  Office. 

However,  if  the  charges  dne  for  the  further  conveyance  of  a  refor warded  article 
are  paid  at  the  moment  of  reforwarding,  the  article  is  treated  as  if  it  had  been 
addressed  direct  by  the  reforwarding  conntry  to  the  country  of  destination,  and  is 
delivered  to  the  addressee  without  charge. 

3.  A  letter  or  box  with  declared  value  whose  addressee  has  gone  to  a  country  not 
participating  in  the  present  Arrangement  is  immediately  returned  to  the  country  of 
origin  as  undeliverable,  for  return  to  the  sender,  unless  the  Administration  of  the 
country  of  the  first  destination  is  prepared  to  reforward  the  article  to  the  addressee. 

4.  Articles  with  declared  value,  which  have  become  undeliverable  for  any  reason 
whatever,  must  be  reciprocally  returned,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  respective 
exchange  post-offices,  as  soon  as  possible,  and  at  the  latest,  within  the  period  fixed 
by  the  Regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention.  A  record 
is  made  of  such  articles  by  havingthem  entered  on  Form  C  as  "undeliverable  articles" 
in  the  column  of  "  Observations,''  and  they  are  comprised  in  the  package  entitled 
"  Declared  values."  ' 

5.  If  undeliverable  boxes  with  declared  value,  or  boxes  reforwarded  to  another 
country  owing  to  a  change  of  residence  of  the  addressee,  are  liable  to  additional 
charges  for  verification,  which  can  not  be  paid  when  the  reforwarding  takes  place, 
the  amount  of  these  charges  is  placed  to  the  debit  of  the  corresponding  Office  in 
column  9  of  the  bill  of  dispatch,  and  the  nature  of  the  charges  to  be  recovered  from 
the  addressee  or  from  the  sender  (stamp  daty,  charge  for  testing,  etc.)  is  briefly 
indicated  in  column  10. 

XI. 

Until  the  contrary  is  proved,  the  Administration  which  has  transmitted  a  letter  or 
a  box  containing  declared  values  to  another  Administration  is  freed  from  all  responsi- 
bility regarding  these  values,  unless  the  post-office  of  exchange  to  which  the  letter 
or  box  has  been  delivered  has  transmitted,  by  the  next  mail,  to  the  dispatching 
Administration,  a  statement  reporting  the  absence  or  alteration  either  of  tne  entire 
package  of  declared  values  or  of  the  letter  or  box  Itself. 

xn. 

As  regards  inquiries  for  letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value  which  have  not 
reached  destination,  the  Administrations  conform  to  the  provisions  of  Article  XXVIII 
of  the  Regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention  concerning 
inquiries  for  registered  articles. 

xin. 

The  charges  due  to  each  participating  Office  (in  conformity  with  section  1  of 
Article  4  of  the  Arrangement)  for  territorial  or  maritime  transit  of  letters  with 
declared  value  are  calculated  in  the  manner  determined  by  Articles  XXXI  and 
XXXII  of  the  Regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

XIV. 

1.  Each  Administration  causes  to  be  prepared,  monthly,  by  each  of  its  exchange 
post-offices,  and  for  all  the  articles  received  from  the  exchange  post  offices  of  one  and 
the  same  Office,  a  statement  conforming  to  Form  D  annexed  to  the  present  regula- 
tions, showing  the  sums  entered  on  each  bill  of  dispatch,  either  to  its  credit,  for  its 
own  part  and  for  that  of  each  of  the  Administrations  interested  in  the  charges  for 
conveyance  (boxes  only)  and  in  the  insurance  fees  charged  b^  the  dispatching  Office, 
or  to  its  debit,  for  the  part  due  to  the  intermediary  Offices,  in  case  of  reforwarding 
or  undeliverableness,  and  for  the  postal  charges  and  expenses  of  verification,  to  be 
recovered  from  the  addressees  or  from  the  senders. 

2.  The  Statements  D  are  then  recapitulated  by  the  same  Administration  in  an 
acoonnt  conforming  to  Form  £,  likewise  annexed  to  the  present  Regulations. 

3.  This  account,  accompanied  by  the  individual  statements  (Form  D),  the  bills  of 
dispatch,  and  any  Bulletins  of  Verification  relating  thereto,  is  submitted  to  the  cor- 
responding Office  for  its  examination,  in  the  course  of  the  month  foUowing  the  one 
to  which  it  relates. 

The  result  of  this  examination  is  commnnicated  to  the  Office  which  has  prepared 
the  monthly  account  within  the  period  of  one  month  at  the  latest  from  the  date  of 
the  receipt  of  said  account. 
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4.  The  monthly  aoconnts,  after  haying  been  rantoallT  verified  and  aooepted,  are 
oondensed  in  a  general  annnal  account  by  the  creditor  Administration,  nnleae  another 
arrangement  is  made  between  the  Offioee  interested. 

The  annual  account  mnst  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  corresponding  Offiee, 
at  the  latest,  in  the  conrse  of  the  first  half  of  the  third  month  of  the  year  follow- 
ing: and  the  last-mentioned  Office  mnst  return  the  account,  accepted  or  with  obeer- 
vations,  within  the  period  of  one  month,  at  the  latest,  after  its  receipt. 

5.  Unless  there  is  another  arrangement  between  the  Offices  interested  the  payment 
of  the  amount  due  on  the  annual  account  must  be  effected  without  any  expense  to 
the  creditor  Administration,  at  the  latest,  one  month  after  said  aeconnt  lus  been 
fixed  by  the  mutual  consent  of  the  two  Administrations  interested. 

XV. 

1.  The  Administrations  communicate  to  each  other  through  the  intermediary  of 
the  International  Bureau,  and  at  least  three  months  before  the  present  Arrangement 
is  put  into  execution — 

First.  The  rates  of  insurance  applicable  in  their  service  to  letters  and  boxes  with 
declared  value  for  each  of  the  contracting  countries  in  conformity  with  Article  5  of 
the  Arrangement  and  Article  I  of  the  present  Regulations. 

Second.  An  impression  of  the  special  stamp  used  in  their  service  for  declarsd 
values. 

Third.  The  maximum  of  declared  values  admitted  by  them  in  application  of  the 
first  Article  of  the  present  Arrangement. 

2.  Any  modification  made  subsequently  with  regard  to  one  or  the  other  of  these 
three  points  mnst  be  notified  in  the  same  manner  without  delay. 

XVT. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings  contemplated  by  Article  25 
of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention  the  Administration  of  any  country^  of  the  Union 
has  the  right  to  address  to  the  other  participating  Administrations,  through  the 
intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propositions  for  the  modification  or  inter- 
pretation of  the  present  Regulations. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  mode  of  procedure  determined  by  Artiele 
XLI  of  the  Regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

3.  To  become  binding  the  propositions  must  obtain — 

First.  Unanimity  of  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  addition  of  new  provisions,  or  the 
modification  of  the  present  Article  or  of  Article  XVII. 

Second.  Two- thirds  of  the  votes,  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  Articles  II, 
IIL  VI,  VII,  VIII,  IX,  XI,  and  XIII. 

Third.  Simply  an  absolute  majority,  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  other 
Articles,  or  to  the  interpretation  of  the  various  provisions  of  the  present  Regula- 
tions, except  in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated  in  Article  23  of  the  Universal 
Postal  Convention. 

4.  The  resolutions  adopted  in  due  form  are  made  binding  by  a  simple  notification 
firom  the  International  Bureau  to  all  the  Administrations  of  the  Union. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months 
after  its  notification. 

XVII. 

The  present  Regulations  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  day  on  which  the 
Arrangement  comes  into  force.  They  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  that  Arrange- 
ment, unless  they  be  renewed  by  mutual  agreement  between  the  parties  inteiested. 

Done  at  Washington  the  15th  of  June,  1&7. 

[Here  foUow  the  signatures.] 
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H. 


ittration  qf  PoiU 


OJlMi^ 

Dtpartrntnt  or  iVotrinM  of. 


KOTICB  07  DISPATCH, 

*PekU  rtifiitratioRf  9f  ths  artiele  9f  wrrttpondtn/u  deteribtd  Mot0,  appearing  to  bear  a  fraudv- 

lent  pottage  etamp. 


re  of  the 
tide. 


(MBoe  of  ozigin 

and 
date  of  diBpatoh. 


Literal  copy  of  the 
addreea. 


Indioation  of  the 
poatase  atamp  pre- 
anmed  to  be  Traud- 
olent  (valae). 


Obaerrationa. 


of  Vuata, 


kf  the  diapatoUng 
olBoe. 
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I. 

AdminittraHon  of  Date  staanp  of  tha 

Fo§U  9f of" 


RBPOBT  OF  PBOCBBDINGS 

Uikenat inapplieationo/  ArtieUlS of  the  OonverUion  o/the  Univ^rtal PoHiUUnM 

and  ArtieUXXX 0/ the  BegulationM  qf  detail  and  order  for  the  execution  qf  mid  Ooavtniin. 

U8B  OF  ▲  FRAUDULENT  POSTAQK  BTAHP. 

In  tho  year  one  Uionsond  eight  hundred  and on  the 

we,  the  undersigned of  Poataat aetisfia 

▼irtae  of  Article  18  of  the  Convention  of  the  TTnlversal  Postal  Union,  and  of  Article  XXX  of  tha 
BegulaUons  of  detail  and  order  for  the  execution  of  said  Convention,  and  assisting  in  ths  Twifioa- 

tionof *  mailed  on  the of 

addressed  to  If at weighing 

and  prepaid  at  the  rate  of ,  have  found  that  this  article  had  attached  to  itspoatafs 

stamp  presumed  to  be  fraudulent  which  constitutes  theoffense  mentioned  in  Article  18  of  the  Coaua^ 
tion  referred  to  above. 

that  he  refdses  to  make  known  the  sender 
that  the  sender  is  unknown  to  him 
that  the  sender  is  M.> 

In  conaaqiMOca 


The  addressee  has  declared  before  us*< 


we  have  delivered  to  him 
we  have  seised 


for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  them  to  the  Administration  of  Posts  of 

"We  have  prepared  the  present  Beport  of  these  Proceedings,  in  single  copy,  in  order  that  ftirther  pn- 
ceedings  may  be  instituted  in  conformity  with  Article  18  of  the  Convention  and  Article  XXX  of  tka 
Begulations  mentioned  above. 


Signature  cf  the  addrettee  or  Signature  of  Me 9$  <Ph^ 

of  hie  repreeentative, 

>  Nature  of  the  article  (letter,  sample,  print,  commercial  papers,  Ac). 

'Cross  out,  as  Uie  case  may  require,  one  or  the  other  of  these  indications. 

'Faroe  and  address  of  the  offender  (if  he  resides  in  a  large  city,  give  street  and  number  of  hsait). 

The  Blatistical  Tables  K  and  L  are  omitted. 


IKK«  MULo — ■'TTni**"  TALOZS 


LC^mt^-ix  «>  tf  u 


of  the 


Itele- 

wyljy 
In  the 


«d<li- 


il  the 
isrge 


Is  fixed 

n  rocog- 
e  money 
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remedy  against  the  responBible  AdminlBtration — ^that  U  to  nay,  agaiiut  the  Adminia- 
tration  on  whose  territory  or  in  whose  service  the  loss  or  rifling  has  taken  place. 

In  case  of  loss,  rifling,  or  damage,  under  ciroamstances  of  force  Ukajeure,  on  the 
territory  or  in  the  service  of  a  country  taking  the  risks  mentioned  in  Section  2  above, 
of  a  letter  or  a  box  with  declared  valae,  the  country  where  the  loss,  rifling,  or  dam- 
age has  taken  place  is  responsible  therefor  to  the  dispatching  Ofiice  if  uie  latter, 
on  its  side,  takes  risks  in  oases  of  force  majeure  f  as  regards  articles  of  declared  value. 

4.  Until  tiie  contrary  is  proved,  the  responaibility  rests  with  the  Administration 
which,  having  received  the  article  without  making  any  observation,  can  not  prove 
either  its  delivery  to  the  addressee  or  its  regular  transmission  to  the  next  Adminis- 
tration. 

5.  The  indemnity  must  be  paid  by  the  dispatching  Office  as  soon  as  possible,  and, 
at  the  latest,  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  tbe  application.  The  responsible 
Office  is  bound  to  refund  to  tbe  dispatching  Office  without  delay,  and  by  means  of  a 
draft  or  a  money  order,  tbe  amount  of  the  indemnity  paid  by  the  latter. 

The  Office  of  origin  is  authorized  to  indemnify  the  sender  on  account  of  the  inter- 
mediary Office  or  the  Office  of  destination,  which,  after  a  request  has  been  made  in  due 
form,  has  allowed  a  year  to  pass  without  attending  to  the  matter.  Moreoyer,  in  case 
an  Office,  whose  responsibility  has  been  dijily  proved,  has  at  once  declined  to  pay  the 
indemnity,  that  Office  must  bear,  in  addition  to  the  indemnity,  the  expenses  caused 
by  the  nngnstified  delay  in  making  payment. 

6.  It  is  understood  that  an  application  for  indemnity  is  admitted  only  within  one 
year  from  the  mailing  of  the  article  containing  tbe  declared  value;  after  this  period 
has  expired  the  applicant  has  no  longer  any  right  to  claim  an  indemnity. 

7.  The  Administration  on  whose  account  the  amount  of  declared  values  which  have 
not  reached  destination  is  refunded,  enters  upon  all  the  rights  of  ownership. 

8.  If  the  loss,  rifling,  or  damage  has  taken  place  in  course  of  transportation  between 
the  exchange  offices  of  two  adjacent  countries,  aud  it  cannot  be  ascertained  on  whiek 
of  the  two  territories  the  occurrence  took  place,  the  two  Administrations  concerned 
bear  the  loss  in  equal  parts. 

The  same  applies  in  case  of  an  exchange  in  closed  mails,  if  the  loss,  rifling,  or 
damage  has  taken  place  on  the  territory  or  in  the  service  of  an  intermediary  nou- 
responsible  Office. 

9.  The  Administrations  cease  to  be  responsible  for  declared  values  contained  in 
articles  which  have  been  receipted  for  by  the  addressees,  and  which  have  been  delivered 
to  the  addressees. 

Article  13. 

1.  There  is  reserved  to  each  country  the  right  to  apply  to  articles  containing 
declared  values,  destined  for  or  originating  in  other  countries,  its  domestic  laws  and 
regulatious,  unless  otherwise  stipulated  by  the  present  Arrangement. 

2.  The  stipulations  of  the  present  Arrangement  do  not  restrict  the  right  of  the 
contracting  parties  to  maintain  and  conclude  special  arrangements,  as  well  as  to 
maintain  aud  establish  more  restricted  unions,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
service  of  letters  aud  boxes  with  declared  value. 

3.  In  the  relations  between  Offices  which  have  come  to  an  agreement  in  this  regard, 
the  senders  of  boxes  with  declared  value  may  take  upon  themselves  the  nonpostal 
charges  to  which  the  article  may  be  liable  in  the  country  of  destination,  upon  a  pie- 
vious  declaration  to  the  Office  of  mailing,  and  upon  the  obligation  to  pay,  at  the 
request  of  the  Office  of  destination,  the  amounts  indicated  by  the  latter. 

Article  14. 

The  Administration  of  any  of  the  contracting  countries  may,  under  extraordinary 
circumstances  which  justify  the  measure,  temporarily  suspend  the  service  of  declared 
values,  both  as  regards  dispatch  and  receipt,  and  in  a  general  or  partial  manner,  on 
condition  tliat  immediate  notice  thereof  be  given,  if  necessary  by  telegraph,  to  the 
Administration  or  Administrations  interested. 

Article  15. 

The  countries  of  the  Union  which  have  not  taken  part  in  the  present  Arrangement 
are  admitted  to  adhere  thereto  upon  their  demand,  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
Article  24  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  as  regards  adhesions  to  the  Universal 
Postal  Union. 

Article  16. 

The  Postal  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  regulate  the  form  and  mode 
of  transmission  of  letters  and  boxes  containing  declared  values,  and  fix  all  the  other 
measures  of  detail  and  order  necessary  to  assure  the  execution  of  the  present 
Arrangement. 
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Article  17. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapaee  between  the  meeting  contemplated  by  Article  25 
of  the  Universal  Postol  Convention,  the  PoHtal  Administration  of  any  of  the  con- 
tracting conntries  has  the  right  to  address  to  the  other  Administrations,  through 
the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propositions  concerning  the  service  of 
letters  and  boxes,  with  declared  valne. 

In  order  to  be  considered,  each  proposition  must  be  supported  by  at  least  two 
Administrations,  not  counting  the  one  from  which  it  emanates.  When  the  Inter- 
national Bureau  does  not  receive,  at  the  same  time  with  the  proposition,  the  necessary 
number  of  declarations  of  support,  the  proposition  is  not  considered. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  proceeding  determined  by  section  2  of  Arti- 
cle 26  of  the  Universal  PoBtaf  Convention. 

3.  In  order  to  become  bindini^:.  the  propositions  must  obtain  as  follows : 

First.  Unanimity  of  votes,  if  tliey  involve  the  addition  of  new  provisions  or  the 
modification  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 12,  and  18. 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes,  if  they  involve  a  modification  of  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  present  Arrangement  other  than  those  of  Articles  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 12, 17, 
and  18. 

rhird.  Simply  an  absolute  majority,  if  thejr  affect  the  interpretation  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  present  Arrangement,  except  m  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated 
by  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

4.  The  binding  decisions  are  sanctioned  in  the  first  two  cases  by  a  diplomatic  dec- 
laration, and  in  the  third  case  by  an  administrative  notification  according  to  the 
form  indicated  in  Article  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  nntil  at  least  three  months 
after  its  notification. 

AmncuB  18. 

1.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1899, 
and  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Univernal  Post-al  Convention,  without  preju- 
dice to  the  right  reserved  to  each  country  to  withdraw  from  this  Arrangement  upon 
a  notice  given  one  year  in  advance  by  its  Government  to  the  Government  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation. 

2.  From  the  date  on  which  the  present  Arrangement  takes  effect,  all  the  stipula- 
tions previously  agreed  upon  between  the  different  contracting  countries  or  between 
their  Administrations,  in  so  far  as  they  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
present  Arrangement,  are  abrogated  without  prejudice  to  the  stipulations  of  Article 
13  preceding. 

3.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  ratified  as  soon  as  possible.  The  acts  of  rati- 
fication shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington. 

Done  at  Washington  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 

FINAL  PROTOCOL. 

At  the  moment  of  proceeding  to  sign  the  Arrangement  concerning  the  exchange  of 
letters  and  boxes  with  declared  valne,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  agreed 
ss  follows: 

Only  article. 

In  modification  of  the  stipulation  of  Section  3  of  the  first  Article  of  the  Arrange- 
ment, which  fixes  the  maximum  limit  of  a  declared  value  at  10,000  francs,  it  is  agreed 
that  if  a  country  has  adopted  in  its  domestic  service  a  lower  maximum  limit  than 
10,000  francs,  that  country  has  the  liberty  to  fix  the  maximum  limit  likewise  for  its 
international  exchanges  of  letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value. 

In  faith  of  which,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  drawn  np  the  present 
final  protocol,  which  shall  have  the  same  force  and  value  as  if  its  provisions  were 
inserted  in  the  text  itself  of  the  Arrangement  to  which  it  relates,  and  they  have 
signed  it  on  a  single  copy,  which  shall  remain  in  the  archives  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  delivered  to  each  party. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 
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3.  In  case  of  nonpayment  of  an  account  within  the  prescribed  period,  the  amount 
of  the  accoont  draws  interest,  dating  from  the  day  on  which  that  period  expires  till 
the  day  when  payment  is  made.  Interest  is  calculated  at  the  rate  of  5  per  oent  per 
annum  and  placed  to  the  debit  of  the  dilatory  Administration  in  the  next  account. 

Artkclb  7. 

1.  The  sums  converted  into  money  orders  are  guaranteed  to  the  remitters  up  to  the 
moment  when  they  have  been  duly  paid  to  the  payees,  or  to  the  persons  authorized 
thereto  by  the  payees. 

2.  The  sums  receiyed  by  each  Administration  in  exchange  for  money  orders  not 
claimed  by  the  persons  entitled  thereto  within  the  time  specified  by  the  laws  or 
regulations  of  the  country  of  origin,  belong  definitely  to  the  Administration  which 
has  issued  these  money  orders. 

3.  It  is,  however,  understood  that  a  complaint  concerning  the  payment  of  a  money 
order  to  an  unauthorized  person  is  only  admitted  within  one  year  from  the  day  of 
expiration  of  the  normal  validity  of  the  money  order;  after  this  period  has  paasedi 
the  Administrations  cease  to  be  responsible  for  erroneous  payments. 

Abticix  8. 

The  stipulations  of  the  present  Arrangement  do  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  the 
contracting  parties  to  maintain  and  conclude  special  arrangements,  and  to  eetabliah 
more  restncted  unions  with  the  view  to  improve  the  international  money-order 
service. 

Abticls  9. 

Each  Administration  may,  in  extraordinary  circumstances  which  are  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  justify  the  measure,  temporarily  suspend  the  international  money- 
order  service,  either  entirely  or  in  part,  on  condition  that  immediate  notice  thereof 
be  given,  if  necessary  by  telegraph,  to  the  Administration  or  Administrations  inter- 
ested. 

Abticle  10. 

The  countries  of  the  Union  which  have  not  taken  part  in  the  present  Arrangement 
may  be  admitted  to  adhere  thereto  at  their  request,  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by 
Article  24  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention  as  regards  adhesions  to  the  Uniyersid 
Postal  Union. 

Abticlb  11. 

The  Postal  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  designate,  each  one  for 
its  territory,  the  post-offices  which  are  to  issue  and  pay  money  orders  iu  virtue  of 
the  preceding  Articles.  They  regulate  the  form  and  mode  of  transmission  of  money 
orders,  the  form  of  the  accounts  designated  b^r  Article  6,  and  any  other  measure  of 
detail  and  order  necessary  to  assure  the  execution  of  the  present  Arrangement. 

Abticlb  12. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings  contemplated  by  Article  25 
of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  any  Postal  Admmistration  of  one  of  the  con- 
tracting countries  has  the  right  to  address  to  the  other  Administrations  participat- 
ing in  tiiis  Ai-rangement  propositions  concerning  the  money-order  service. 

In  order  to  be  brought  under  deliberation,  each  proposition  must  be  supported  by 
at  least  two  Administrations,  not  counting  the  one  from  which  the  propoeition  ema- 
nates. When  the  International  Bureau  does  not  receive,  at  the  same  time  as  the 
proposition,  the  necessary  number  of  declarations  of  support,  no  notice  is  taken  of 
the  proposition. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  following  procedure,  determined  by  See- 
tion  2  of  Article  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention : 

3.  In  order  to  become  binding  the  propositions  must  obtain  as  follows: 

First.  Unanimity  of  votes,  if  they  involve  the  addition  of  new  provisions  or  a 
-modification  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  1,  2, 3, 4, 6,  and  IS. 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes,  if  they  involve  the  modification  of  provisions 
other  than  those  of  the  Articles  indicated  above. 

Third.  Simply  an  absolute  majority,  if  they  affect  the  interpretation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  Arrangement,  except  in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated 
by  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 
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4.  The  binding  decisionB  are  Banctioncd  in  the  first  two  cases  by  a  diplomatic 
declaration,  and  in  the  third  case  by  an  admiuistrative  notiH(>ation  according  to  the 
form  indicated  by  Article  2G  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months  after  its 
notification. 

Article  13. 

1.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  pnt  into  execution  on  the  1st  of  January  1899. 

2.  It  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  without 
prejudice  to  the  ri^ht  reserved  to  each  country  to  withdraw  from  this  Arrangement 
by  means  of  a  notice  given  one  year  in  advance  by  its  Government  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

3.  From  the  date  on  which  the  present  Arrangement  takes  effect,  all  the  provisions 
previously  agreed  upon  by  the  various  Governments  or  Admin i.strutions  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  as  isir  as  they  can  not  be  reconciled  with  the  terms  of  the  present 
Arrangement,  are  abrogated,  without  prejudice,  however,  to  the  rights  reserved  by 
Article  8. 

4.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  ratified  as  soon  as  possible.  The  acts  of  rati- 
fication shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 


REGULATIONS  OF  DETAIL  AND  ORDER  FOR  THE  EXECUTION  OF  THE  ARRANGE- 
MENT  CONCERNING  THE  MONEY-ORDER  SERVICE  CONCLUDED  BETWEEN  GER- 
MANY AND  THE  GERMAN  PROTECTORATES,  THE  GREATER  REPUBLIC  OF  CEN- 
TRAL AMERICA,  ETC, 

I. 

A  receipt  or  certificate  of  issue  relative  to  the  sums  for  which  an  international 
money  order  has  been  issued  must  be  handed,  free  of  charge,  to  the  remitter,  in  the 
form  adopted  by  each  Administration. 

IL 

1.  International  money  orders  are  made  out  on  a  blank  conforming  or  analogous  to 
the  Form  A  annexed  to  the  present  Regulations. 

2.  Money-order  blanks  not  printed  in  the  French  language  must  bear  an  interlinear 
translation  in  that  language,  and  the  manuscript  entries  called  for  by  their  text 
must  be  made  in  Arabic  figures  and  in  Roman  characters  without  erasures  or  correc- 
tions, even  if  they  are  approved. 

3.  It  is  forbidden  to  raalce  on  money  orders  other  annotations  than  those  called  for 
by  the  text  of  the  blank.  On  the  contrary,  the  remitter  has  the  right  to  add  on  the 
coupon  any  communications  destined  for  the  payee  of  the  money  order. 

4.  Ofificial  money  orders  must  bear  at  the  head  the  word  ''official,^'  and  t)^e  coupon 
mnat  mention  the  subject  for  which  these  money  orders  were  paid. 

in. 

1.  Telegraphic  money  orders  are  made  out  by  the  post-office  at  which  the  money 
has  been  paid  in,  and  are  addressed  to  the  post-office  which  is  to  make  payment. 

2.  Telegraphic  money  orders  are  worded  as  follows : 

Possible  indications  (written  and  in  full,  or  using  the  abbreviations  authorized  in 
the  telegraphic  service). 

Money  order (Number  of  issue. ) 

Post-  office ( Name  of  the  post-office  of  destination. ) 

(Notice  of  payment  if  necessary.) 
(Name  of  remitter)  pays  (amount  of  the  sum  transmit- 
ted expressed  in  figures,  and  all  in  writing  in  the 
money  of  the  country  of  destination). 
For  (Exact  designation  of  the  addressee,  his  or  her  place  of 

residence,  name  of  street,  and  number  of  house.) 
The  above  indications  must  always  be  given  in  the  telegraphic  money  orders  in 
the  above  order. 

When  telegraphic  money  orders  are  issued  by  post-offices  in  places  which  have  no 
telegraph  service,  the  place  of  issue  of  those  money  orders  must  be  indicated  in  the 
telegrams  immediately  alter  the  number  of  issue  in  the  following  manner:  ''Money 
order from " 
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In  the  same  way,  telegraphic  money  orders  OTij^inating  in  plaees  having  BeyerAl 
post-offices  mast  hear  the  precise  designation  of  the  post-office  of  origin  wheneTer  it 
has  no  telegraph  service. 

3.  The  various  Offices  have  the  liherty,  as  regards  tlieir  respective  eervieee,  to 
authorize  the  telegraph  offices  in  places  haviojr  one  or  more  post-offices  to  reeeive 
from  the  remitter  and  to  pay  at  the  place  of  destination  the  amount  of  the  tele- 
graphic money  orders.  • 

4.  Partial  repetition  is  obligatory  (repetition  from  post-office  to  post-offloe  of  the 
proper  names  and  numbers). 

5.  The  dispatching  post-office  addresses  in  an  envelope,  by  way  of  confirmation, 
and  by  the  very  next  mail,  to  the  post-office  of  destination,  a  copy  or  a  notice  of  issas 
of  the  telegraphic  money  order,  conforming  or  analogous  to  Form  B  annexed  to  the 
present  Regulations.  This  copy  is  attached  by  the  last-mentioned  post-office  to 
the  origiual  telegram,  showing  tne  signature  of  the  payee. 

IV. 

1.  Money  orders  are  transmitted  open. 

2.  The  money  orders  comprised  in  each  mail  are  put  up  in  a  single  packa^,  after 
subdividing  them  in  as  many  bundles  as  there  are  countries  of  destination,  and 
inserted,  by  the  exchange  offices,  in  envelope  containing  the  Letter  Bill  which  accom- 
panies tiie  mail. 

V. 

1.  When  a  money  order  is  subjected  to  the  reforwarding  process  mentioned  in 
Article  5  of  the  Arrangement,  an  J  when  the  country  of  the  hrst  destination  and  the 
countiy  of  the  new  destination  have  different  monetary  systems,  the  reforwarding 
post-office  crosses  out  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  the  indicationa  of  the  amount  of  the 
money  order,  including  the  upper  indication  in  the  column  ''good  for,"  in  such  a 
manner,  however,  as  to  allow  the  original  entries  to  be  recognized.  After  having 
converted  the  amount  of  the  money  order  into  the  money  of  the  country  of  the  new 
destination,  said  post-office  enters  the  amount  resulting  from  this  conversion  all  in 
writing  and  in  a  convenient  place  in  the  money-order  blank,  but  as  far  as  possible 
immediately  above  the  original  indication  of  the  amount  in  words.  The  new  entry 
made  on  the  money  order  is  signecl  by  the  postal  official.  This  same  method  mast 
be  followed  in  case  of  subsequent  reforwarding. 

2.  Telegraphic  money  orders  may  be  reforwarded  to  a  new  destination  on  the 
same  conditions  as  ordinary  money  orders  [Article  5,  section  2,  of  the  Arrangement]. 
In  this  case  they  must  be  accompanied  by  a  confirmative  order. 

3.  The  requests  for  reforwarding  or  for  return  are  recorded  by  the  first  post-office 
of  destination,  and,  if  necessary,  by  subsequent  post-offices  of  destination.  The  post- 
office  which  effects  the  reforwarding  of  a  money  order  under  the  oonditiona  ^ven 
above  advises  the  post-office  of  issue  thereof. 

VI. 

The  provisions  of  Article  13  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention  and  of  Artiele 
XXIX  of>  the  Regulations  of  detail  and  order  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal 
Postal  Convention  are  applicable,  respectively,  in  cases  of  request  for  delivery  by 
special  messenger,  or  for  withdrawal  or  change  of  address  of  a  money  order. 

However,  the  exact  reproduction  of  the  written  annotations  on  the  coapon  it  not 
required  for  the  facsimile  of  the  money  order. 

VII. 

1.  Money  orders  whose  payment  can  not  be  effected  for  one  of  the  following 
reasons: 

First.  Inexact,  insufficient,  or  doubtful  indication  of  the  name  or  residenoe  of  the 
payees ; 

Second.  Diff'erences  in  or  omission  of  names  or  sums; 

Third.  Erasures  or  alterations  in  the  entries; 

Fourth.  Omission  of  stamps,  signatures,  or  other  indications  of  the  service; 

Fifth.  Indication  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  in  a  money  other  than  that  of  the  coun- 
try of  destination,  or  other  than  that  admitted  by  the  corresponding  Admin istratiom; 

Sixth.  Use  of  forms  not  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations,  mnst  be  corrected  by 
the  Administrations  which  issued  them. 

2.  To  effect  this,  those  money  orders  are  returned  under  official  registration  as  soon 
as  possil)le,  to  the  Office  of  origin  by  the  Office  of  destination,  unless  it  becomes  nee- 
essary  to  apply  the  provisions  of  Section  4  following.  The  two  AdministratioBa 
concerned  must  be  advised  of  such  retiirn,  and  of  what  haa  been  done,  in  oaae  the 
irregularities  in  question  are  imputable  to  the  postal  servioe. 
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3.  Telegraphic  money  orders  whose  payment  can  not  be  effected  owing  to  an  insuffi- 
cient or  incorrect  address,  give  rise  to  the  transmi88ion  to  the  Office  of  origin  of  an 
official  notice  indicating  the  caase  of  nonpayment.  The  Office  of  origin  verifies  the 
eractnees  of  the  address.  If  this  address  has  been  altered,  it  corrects  it  on  the  spot 
by  an  official  notice.  In  the  contrary  case  it  notities  the  remitter,  who  is  allowed  to 
correct  or  complete  the  address  by  an  official  notice  for  which  a  charge  is  made. 

When  payment  is  suspended  for  some  other  canse,  especially  owing  to  the  omis- 
sion of  one  or  several  formalities  prescribed  by  Article  III  preceding,  and  if  the  payee 
is  not  benefited  by  the  facilities  ofi'ered  by  the  provisions  of  Sections  4  and  6  of  the 
present  article,  the  matter  is  arranged  in  the  form  prpscribed  for  ordinary  money 
orders  forwarded  by  mail.  The  same  course  is  followed  ns  regards  telegraphic  money 
orders  whose  address,  insufficient  or  incorrect,  has  not  been  corrected,  within  the 
prescribed  period,  by  means  of  an  official  notice. 

4.  If  the  payee  of  an  irregnlar  money  order,  ordinary  or  telegraphic,  desires  it  and 
ofi'ers  to  pay  all  expenses,  the  irregularities  which  prevent  the  payment  of  this 
money  order  may  be  removed  by  telegraph,  by  means  of  an  official  notice  for  which 
there  is  a  charge.  The  money  order  is,  in  that  case,  retained  by  the  office  of  desti- 
nation, which  makes  the  necessary  correction,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  correcting 
telegram  emanating  from  the  office  of  origin,  and  attaehes  this  telegram  to  ttie 
corrected  money  order. 

5.  Telegraphic  money  orders  of  which  only  the  oonfirniatory  letter  has  reached 
destination,  while  the  telegram  has  not  been  received,  mnst  not  be  paid  upon  the 
simple  presentation  of  the  first  mentioned  of  these  documents.  Aboye  everything 
else,  the  telegram  must  be  demanded. 

6.  In  oases  where  correcting  telegrams  have  been  caused  by  an  error  attributable 
to  the  service,  the  charge  for  these  telegrams  mnst  be  refunded  to  the  proper  person. 

7.  Money  orders  (ordinary  or  telegraphic)  which  have  been  refused,  as  well  as 
those  whose  payees  are  unknown  or  have  left  without  giving  their  address,  are 
returned  immediately,  under  official  registration,  by  the  office  of  destination  to  the 
office  of  origin,  after  the  stamp  has  been  impressed  or  the  label  has  been  attached, 
whose  use  is  prescribed  by  Article  XXYI,  Section  4,  of  the  Regulations  of  execution 
of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

Telegraphic  money  orders  which  have  been  returned  for  some  cause  must  be  accom- 
panied by  the  advice  of  issue  relating  thereto. 

vm. 

1.  Money  orders  remain  valid  until  the  expiration  of  the  second  month  following 
the  month  during  which  they  were  issued.  This  period  is  extended  to  six  months  in 
the  relations  of  countries  outside  of  Europe,  or  in  the  relations  of  these  countries 
among  themselves,  unless  a  difiTerant  arrangement  is  coneluded  between  the  Offices 
interested. 

2.  After  this  period  has  expired,  money  orders  can  be  paid  only  upon  an  authoriza- 
tion by  the  issuing  Administration,  at  the  request  oi  the  Administration  to  which 
the  post-offiee  of  destination  is  subordinate. 

3.  This  authorization  must  be  written  on  the  money  order  itself,  and  gives  to  the 
money  order  a  new  period  of  validity  equal  to  that  provided  by  Section  1  of  Uie 
present  Article. 

4.  Money  orders  whose  payment  has  not  been  claimed  within  the  prescribed  limit 
of  time  are  returned  immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  validity,  by 
the  Administration  which  is  its  depositary  to  the  Administration  of  the  country  of 
origin. 

IX. 

1.  Money  orders  which  have  not  been  paid  to  the  payees  are  refunded  to  the  remit- 
ters as  soon  as  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  origin  has  recovered  possession 
of  these  money  orders. 

In  case  of  telegraphic  money  orders  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  origin 
must  be  in  possession  both  of  the  money  order  and  the  advice. 

2.  Money  orders  which  have  been  mislaid,  lost,  or  destroyed  may  be  replaced,  at 
the  request  of  the  remitter  or  the  payee,  by  authorization  of  payment  issued  by  the 
Administration  of  the  country  of  ori^n,  after  it  has  ascertained,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination,  that  the  money  order  has  neither 
be«n  P^id  nor  refunded.    No  si)ecial  charge  is  made  for  such  an  authorization. 

3.  When  the  repayment  of  a  mislaid,  lost,  or  destroyed  money  order  is  requested 
by  the  remitter,  he  must  produce,  in  support  of  his  request,  his  receipt  and  certifi- 
cate of  issue. 

The  Administration  of  the  country  of  origin  grants  repayment  after  it  has  made 
sore  that  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination  has  not  paid  or  will  not 
pay  the  money  order. 
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X. 

1.  The  payment  of  money  orders  is  governed  by  the  provisions  in  force  in  the 
domestic  service  of  the  country  of  destination,  upon  which  rests  the  responhibilitj 
for  payment  to  the  wrong  payee. 

2.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  this  responsibility  regarding  any  money  order  paid  by  it, 
the  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination  must  be  prepared  to  show : 

First.  That  its'  regnlatious  furntfih  all  the  necessary  guarantees  for  establishing 
the  identity  of  the  payee; 

Second.  That  payment  of  the  money  order  has  been  made  in  accordance  with  the 
stipulations  of  the  Regulations. 

XI. 

1.  When  the  remitter  of  an  ordinary  money  order  requests  a  notice  of  payment  of 
that  order,  the  post-offiee  of  origin  attaches  to  the  money  order  a  postage  stamp  rep- 
resenting the  charge  levied  for  snch  a  notice.  It  cancels  this  postage  stamp  by 
writing  across  it  very  distinctly  the  words:  **Av%s  de paiement"  (notice  of  payment). 

2.  If  the  money  order  is  a  telegraphic  one,  the  postage  stamp  representing  the  charge 
due  is  attached  to  the  copy  or  the  certificate  of  issue 

3.  The  paying  post-office  transmits,  under  official  registration,  on  the  day  of  pay- 
ment, to  the  post-ofhce  of  origin  a  notice  conforming  or  analogous  to  Form  C, 
annexed  to  the  present  Regulations,  which  that  office  delivers  to  the  remitter. 

When,  subsequent  to  the  issuing  of  a  money  order,  the  remitter  requests  a  notice 
of  payment  of  the  money  order,  this  notice  is  prepared  on  a  form  conforming  with 
or  analogous  to  the  Form  C  attached  to  the  present  Regulations  and  transmitted  on 
the  conditions  indicated  in  Article  XIII  of  the  Regulations  of  the  Universal  Postnl 
Convention.  The  charge  of  25  centimes,  at  the  most,  provided  in  Article  3  of  the 
Arrangement  may  be  applied,  and  the  claimant  may  pay  it  in  postage  stamps. 

XII. 

1.  Every  Administration  prepares  at  the  end  of  each  month  for  each  of  the  other 
Administrations  a  special  account,  conforming  to  Form  D,  annexed  to  the  present 
Regulations,  in  which  are  recapitulated,  as  far  as  possible  in  chronological  order, 
classified  in  the  alphabetical  oMer  of  the  names  of  the  post-offices  of  issue,  all  the 
money  orders  paid  by  its  own  post  offices  on  account  of  the  other  Office  daring  the 
preceding  month. 

2.  It  likewise  enters  in  this  account  the  amount  of  the  charges  due  to  it,  in  virtue 
of  Section  2  of  Article  3  of  the  Arrangement,  on  money  orders  paid  by  its  post- 
offices. 

This  payment  is  made  on  the  totals  of  the  account  of  money  orders  paid,  no  account 
being  taken  of  the  official  money  orders. 

3.  The  special  account,  accompanied  by  the  paid  and  receipted  money  orders,  is 
transmitted  to  the  corresponding  Administration  as  soon  as  possible,  and  at  the 
latest  at  the  end  of  the  month  following  the  one  to  which  the  account  relat-es. 

4.  If  there  are  no  paid  money  orders,  a  special  blank  account  is  transmitted  to  the 
corresponding  Administration. 

xm. 

1.  Two  weeks,  at  the  latest,  after  the  verification  and  acceptance  of  the  reciprocal 
accounts,  the  balance  is  entered  in  a  general  account,  which  is  prepared  by  the  cred- 
itor Administration  (unless  there  be  another  arrangement  between  the  offices  inter- 
ested), conforming,  as  regards  the  conversion  of  money,  to  Section  2  of  Article  6  of 
this  Arrangement. 

2.  The  general  account  must  be  completed  within  two  months  after  the  espiratiou 
of  the  mouth  to  which  it  relates.  This  period  is  extended  to  four  months  in  the 
relations  with  countries  outside  of  Europe  aud  in  the  relations  between  tliose  coun- 
tries. However,  the  Administrations  may  come  to  an  agreement  to  prepare  the  gen- 
eral account  quarterly,  half  yearly,  or  yearly. 

3.  Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement,  the  difference  forming  the  balance  of  the 
account  is  p;ii(l  by  drafts  payable  on  sight,  or  short-dated  drafts,  on  the  capital  or  a 
commercial  place  of  the  creditor  country,  in  gold  of  that  country,  and  without  involv- 
ing any  loss  to  that  country,  the  expenses  connected  with  the  cashing  of  the  draft 
being  charged  to  the  debtor  office. 

4.  This  payment  must  be  made,  at  the  latest,  two  weeks  after  the  general  account 
has  been  mutually  accepted.  Any  Administration  which  habitually  finds  a  sum 
exceeding  50,000  francs  due  to  it  from  another  Administration  has  the  right  to  claim, 
even  before  the  account  is  closed,  a  remittance  or  provisional  payment  up  to  three- 
fuurths  of  its  claim.  A  request  for  remittance  must  be  complied  with  within  one 
week. 
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XIV. 

1.  The  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  ninst  coinmnnicate  to  each 
other  throngh  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  and  at  least  three  months 
before  this  Arrangement  is  put  into  execution,  the  following,  viz: 

First.  The  maximum  amount  adopted  by  them  for  the  exchange  of  money  orders, 
in  virtne  of  Article  2,  section  2,  of  this  Arrangement; 

Second.  The  tariff  of  rates  and,  if  necessary,  the  rates  of  monetary  conversion  or 
the  rate  of  excliange  which  they  apply  in  execution  of  Article  2  of  this  Arrangement; 

Third.  The  list  of  their  post-offices  which  have  been  authorized  to  issue  and  pay 
international  money  orders,  or  a  notice  that  all  their  post-otlices  participate  in  this 
service; 

Fourth.  A  copy  of  the  money-order  blank  which  they  use; 

Fifth.  The  orthography  of  the  numerals  from  1  to  500,  as  the  case  may  be,  which 
must  be  written  out  at  length  in  their  language  on  the  money  ordern  issued  by  them  ; 

Sixth.  The  duration  of  the  periods  after  the  expiration  of  which  their  legislation 
definitely  tnms  over  to  the  Government  the  amount  of  the  money  orders  whose  i)ay- 
ment  has  not  been  claimed  by  the  payees ; 

Seventh.  If  necessary,  a  notice  of  their  participation  in  the  exchange  of  tele- 
graphic money  orders ; 

Eighth.  A  list  of  the  countries  with  which  they  exchange  money  orders  on  the 
basis  of  this  Arrangement. 

2.  Any  subsequent  modification  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  above-mentioned  eight 
points  must  be  notified,  without  dAay,  in  the  same  manner. 

XV. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  tlie  meetings  contemplated  by  Article  25 
of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  the  Postal  Administration  of  any  of  the  contract- 
ing countries  ha«  the  right  to  address  to  the  other  participating  Administrations, 
throngh  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propositions  in  regard  to  the 
stipulations  of  the  present  Regulations. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  mode  of  procedure  determined  by  Article 
XLI  of  the  Regulations  of  detail  and  order  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal 
Convention. 

3.  To  become  binding  the  propositions  must  obtain : 

First.  Unanimity  of  votes  if  the;  rehite  to  the  addition  of  new  provisions  or  to  the 
modification  of  the  provisions  of  tlie  present  Article  and  of  Arti<&es  II,  X,  and  XVI 
of  the  present  Ref^ulations ; 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  the  provisions 
of  Articles  I,  III,  IV,  V,  VI,  IX,  and  XI; 

Third,  dimply  an  absolute  majority  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  other 
Articles,  or  to  the  interpretation  of  the  various  provisions  of  the  present  Regulations, 
except  in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated  by  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postal 
Convention. 

4.  The  resolutions  adopted  in  due  form  are  made  binding  by  a  simple  notification 
from  the  International  Bureau  to  all  the  Administrations  of  the  Union  participating 
in  this  Arrangement. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  is  binding  until  at  leaat  three  months  after  its 
notification. 

XVI. 

1.  The  present  Regulations  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  same  day  as  the 
Arrangement  to  which  they  relate. 

2.  They  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  that  Arrangement,  unless  they  be 
renewed  by  mutual  agreement  between  the  parties  interested. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 
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A. 


(Front.) 


Conx)on. 

[May   be  detached   by  the 

payee.] 

Amount  of  the  money  order 
infignree. 


Postal  Adminifltration 


of. 


International  money  order 
for  the  anm  of 


iln  Arabic  flguroa.] 


lute  of  exchanfe : 


Amount  paM:* 


I  [All  in  writing  and  in  Koinan  characters.] 

Deeignatlbn  of  the  remitter.     Payable  to  M 

Place  of  destination : 

Address  of  payee: 

Conntoy  of  destination: 


The 


.,  180. 


Stomp  of  the  office  of 


•  1  Nnniber  of  f  ssne : . 

J  gSDate  of  issue: 

SJ  Dispatching  <^ce : 


Signature  of  the  postal  employes  who 
has  made  out  the  money  order : 


Good  for 


or 


[Money  of  the  oeantry  ef 
origin.] 


*  To  be  filled  out  by  the  office  of  destination,  when  it  makes  the  couTenion,  or  when  it  uses,  for 
payments,  imper  money  having  less  value  than  the  metalHc  money. 
(Anaogemeat,  Artiole  2.) 
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PoaUd  Adminiatnttiou 
of. 


Stamp  of  the 
office  of  origin. 


B. 


Notice  of  iseue. 


Copy  of  a  telegraphic  money  order  iasaed  at  the 

office  of. the 

for  the  oflBoe  of 


[Country.] 


Name  of 
remitter. 


Number  of 
money  order. 


Name,  given 
immoH.  profei^sion 

or  occiination, 

and  reaiaenee  of 

payee. 


Amonnt  of 
money  order 


At ,  the 

The of  Posts. 

[Signature.] 


,,  1S9. 


Stamp  of  the 

fiHice  of 
destination. 


c. 


Postal  Administration  of. 
Ko.  of  record. 


Notice  of  payment  of  a  money  order. 


The  undersigned  declares  that  the  sum  of ,  the  amount  of  the  money  order  No , 

issued  by  the  office  of addressed  to  Mr .has  been  duly  paid. 


The 


18. 


The of  Posts. 


Signature 


I  This  notice  must  be  signed  by  the  paying  office,  then  placed  in  an  envelope  and  transmitted,  uiulor 
registration,  by  the  flnt  mail  to  the  offloe  of  origin  of  the  money  order  to  which  it  relates. 
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C. 


Postal  Adminlstnttion 
of 


(Tront.) 


Correspondence  with  the 
Office  of 


Stamp  of  the  dis^ 
patching  office. 


Stamp  of  the  office  or 
destination. 


Bill  of  dispatch  of  letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value 

dispaichsd  by  the  exchange  office  of to 

the  exchange  office  of 


Dispatched  [ th  mail]  from ,  189. .,  at  — 

Arrived  the ,  189..,  at o'clock. 


o'<dock. 


19'nm- 
berof 
order. 

1. 

Office 

of 
origin. 

2. 

Karnes 
of  ad- 
dressees. 

8. 

Places 
of  desti- 
nation. 

4. 

Weight 

each 

letter 

or  box. 

5. 

Amount 

of  the 

declared 

values. 

6. 

Charges 
for  convey- 
ance to  be 
paid  for  the 

boxes  to 
the  office  of 

destina- 
tion. 

7. 

Insurance 
fees  to  be 

paid  on 
letters  and 

boxes  to 
the  office  of 

destina- 
tion. 

8. 

Charges 
for  convey- 
ance [^boxes] 
and  Insur- 
ance fees 
[letters  and 
boxea]  to 
be  recov- 
ered by  the 
dispatching 
office. 

0. 

ObS«5fe7. 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

« 
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Fr. 

Cma. 

Fr, 

OmM. 

Fr. 

Cum. 

F^. 

OmM. 

] 

The  employees  of  the  dispatching  office: 


The  employees  of  the  office  of  destinatioB: 


c. 

(Back.) 


Charges 

Weight 

Amonnt 

Charges 
for  convey- 
ance to  be 

Insurance 

fees  to  be 

paid  on 

for  convey- 
ance [boxes] 
and  iusar- 
ancefeea 
[letters  and 
boxes]  to 
be  recov- 
ered by  the 
dispatching 

Num- 

Office 

Names 

Places 

of  the 

paid  for  the 

letters  and 

Ob&et' 

ber  of 

of 

of  ad- 

of desti- 

cnch 

declared 

boxes  to 

boxes  to 

rvatioBS. 

order. 

origin. 

dressees. 

nation. 

letter 
or  box. 

values. 

the  office  of 
destina- 
tion. 

the  office  of 
destina- 
tion. 

office. 

1. 

2. 

8. 

4. 

8. 

0. 

7. 
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0. 

10. 

Fr. 

Cmi. 

Fr, 

Cmt. 

Fr, 

Cmt. 

^r. 

Om. 

o«  •  ■  • 

9.... 
10.... 
11.... 
13.... 

Brougb 

t  forwur 

d 

Totals: 

The  employees  of  the  dispatching  office: 


The  employees  of  the  offioo  of  deatinatioB: 
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D. 


Administration 


of. 


Coneapondflnoe  with  the 
Offloeof 


)£onikljf  atatemeni  ikoiciug  the  ffwnM  which  the  Potial  AdminUiraUan  of and  the 

Postal  Administration  of owe  each  other y  for  charges  on  letters  and  boxes  with 

declared  value  delivered  by  the  exchange  offices  subordinate  to  the  first  Administration  to 
the  exchange  office  of 

Month  of ,  189.. 


DataeofbiUa 
of  diapfttoh. 


.and  to  81. 


L  Credit  of  the  ofSoe  of  deatination. 
[Colomna  7  and  8  of  Form  C] 
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3.  For  onmbersome  parcels,  the  payments  fixed  by  Sections  1  and  2  preceding  an 
increased  50  per  cent. 

4.  Independent  of  these  transit  charges,  the  Administration  of  the  oonntry  of 
origin  is  indebted,  for  insurance  charet^s  for  parcels  with  declared  valne,  to  each  of 
the  Administrations  participating  in  the  conveyance  and  which  have  subacribed  ta 
the  principle  of  responsibility,  to  the  amonnt  of  its  share  in  the  insarance  chargM 
fixed  per  300  francs,  or  fraction  of  300  francs,  at  5  centimes  for  territorial  transit, 
and  at  10  centimes  for  maritime  transit. 

Abticlb  4. 
The  prepayment  of  parcels  is  compulsory. 

Article  5. 

1.  The  charge  on  postal  parcels  consists  of  a  rate  comprising  for  each  parcel  m 
many  times  50  centimes,  or  the  eqnivalent  in  the  respective  cnrrency  of  each  country, 
as  there  are  Offices  t»king  part  in  the  territorial  transit,  with  the  addition  of  the 
maritime  transit,  if  there  be  any,  contemplated  by  Section  2  of  Article  3  preceding. 
The  equivalents  are  fixed  by  the  Regnlations. 

2.  Cnmbereome  parcels  are  subject  to  an  additional  charge  of  50  per  cent,  which,  if 
necessary,  is  ronnded  off  to  a  sum  divisible  by  5. 

3.  For  parcels  with  declared  value  there  is  added  a  charge  for  insarance,  which  it 
equal  to  that  levied  for  letters  with  declared  value. 

4.  There  is  levied  npon  the  sender  of  a  pareel  marked  with  trade  charges  (C.  O.  D.) 
a  special  charge  which  must  not  exceed  20  centimes  per  each  20  fraoca  of  the  trade 
charge. 

This  charge  is  divided  between  the  Administration  of  tiie  country  of  origin  and 
the  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination.  For  this  purpose,  the  AcGuinistra- 
tion  of  the  last-mentioned  conntry  credits  itself  in  the  recapitalatory  monthly 
aoconnt  with  ^  per  cent  of  the  total  amount  of  the  trade  charges.  However,  two 
Administrations  may,  by  common  consent,  apply  in  their  reciprocal  relations  another 
method  of  levying  and  dividing  the  special  charges  for  parcels  marked  with  trade 
charges. 

5.  As  a  temporary  measure  each  of  the  contracting  eountries  has  the  option  of 
levying  on  the  postal  parcels  originating  in  or  destined  for  its  post-offices  a  surohargs 
of  25  centimes  per  parcel. 

Exceptionally  this  surcharge  may  be  raised  to  a  maximum  of  75  canttmas  for  the 
greater  Republic  of  Central  America,  Argentine  Republic,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia, 
Netherlands  Colonies,  Russia,  Siam,  Sweden,  Turkey  in  Asia,  Uruguay,  and  Vonecaela. 

6.  The  conveyance  between  continental  France  on  the  one  hand  and  Algeria  and 
Corsica  on  the  other  also  gives  rise  to  a  surtax  of  25  centimes  per  parcel. 

The  Spanish  Administration  is  at  liberty  to  levy  a  snrcharge  of  25  oentisMS  te 
the  conveyance  between  Spain  and  the  Balearic  Islands,  and  of  50  centimes  for  the 
conveyance  between  Spain  and  the  Canary  Islands. 

7.  The  sender  of  a  postal  parcel  may  obtain  a  return-receipt'  for  the  parcel  by  pay- 
ing in  advance  a  fixed  minimum  charge  of  25  centimes.  This  charge  goes  eotirely 
to  the  Administration  of  the  conntry  of  origin. 

Article  6. 

The  dispatching  Office  pays  for  each  parcel : 

(a)  To  the  Office  of  destination,  50  centimes,  with  the  addition  of  the  surcharges, 
if  any,  contemplated  by  Sections  2,  5,  and  6  of  Article  5  preceding,  of  a  charge  of 
5  centimes  for  each  800  francs  or  fraction  of  300  francs  of  aeclared  valne,  and  of  the 
charge  for  delivery  at  the  residence  by  special  messenger,  provided  by  Article  8. 

(b)  Contingently,  to  each  intermediary  office,  the  charges  fixed  by  Artic^  3. 

Article  7. 

The  country  of  destination  may  levy  upon  the  addressee  for  the  deiivery  of  the 
parcels  and  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  custom-house  formalities  a  charge  the  total 
amount  of  which  must  not  exceed  25  centimes  per  pareel.  Unless  there  is  an  arrange- 
ment between  the  Offices  interested,  this  charge  is  levied  npon  the  addressee  at  the 
moment  when  the  parcel  is  delivered. 

Articlb  8. 

1.  The  parcels  are,  at  the  reqnest  of  the  senders,  delivered  at  the  residence  hj  a 
special  messenger  imniodiately  upon  their  arrival  in  those  countries  of  the  Unina 
which  have  agreed  to  undertake  this  service  in  their  reciprooal  relations. 
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These  ftrticles,  which  are  designated  **  expr^ ''  (special  delivery),  are  subject  to  a 
special  charge.  This  charge  is  Hxed  at  50  centimes,  and  mast  be  paid  entirely  in 
advanoe,  by  the  sender,  over  and  Above  the  ordinary  postage;  no  matter  whether  in 
the  country  of  destination  the  parceUitself,  or  only  a  notice  of  its  arrival,  is  delivered 
to  the  addressee  by  a  special  messenger.  This  charge  goes  to  the  country  of  desti- 
nation. 

2.  If  the  parcel  is  destined  for  a  place  which  has  no  post-oiflce,  the  Office  of  desti- 
nation may  levy  for  the  delivery  of  the  parcel,  or  for  a  notice  requesting  the  addressee 
to  call  for  it,  a  supplementary  charge,  not  to  exceed  the  amount  charged  in  the  domes- 
tie  service  for  the  delivery  of  the  parcel  by  special  messenger,  after  deducting  the 
fixed  ehaige  paid  by  the  sender,  or  its  equivalent,  in  the  currency  of  the  country 
whi«h  levies  the  supplementary  charge. 

3.  The  delivery  ox  the  parcel  or  of  a  notice  of  its  arrival  to  the  addressee  is  only 
attempted  o&ce.  After  one  unsuccessful  attempt,  the  parcel  eeases  to  be  considered 
as  an  "exprte''  (special  delivery)  article,  and  its  delivery  is  effected  on  the  condi- 
tions required  for  ordinary  parcels. 

4.  If  a  parcel  of  this  kind  is,  owing  to  a  change  of  residence  of  the  addressee, 
reforwarded  to  another  countiy  without  any  attem]it  to  have  it  delivered  by  special 
messenger,  the  iixed  charge  paid  by  the  sender  is  paid  to  the  new  country  of  destina- 
tion, if  that  oountry  undertakes  uie  special-delivery  service;  in  the  contrary  case, 
this  charge  goes  to  the  Office  of  the  country  of  the  first  destination,  the  same  as  is 
done  with  nndeliverable  parcels. 

Abticlb  9. 

1.  The  parcels  to  which  the  present  Convention  applies  can  not  be  subjected  to  any 
postal  charge  other  than  those  contemplated  by  the  various  articles  of  said  Conven- 
tion. 

2.  Customs  charges  must  be  paid  by  the  addressees  of  the  parcels.  However,  in 
the  relations  between  Offices  which  have  come  to  an  understanding  regarding  this 
matter,  the  senders  may  pay  these  charges,  provided  they  make  a  declaration  to  that 
effect  to  the  post-office  of  mailing.  In  that  case  they  must  eventually  pay,  at  the 
request  of  the  post-office  of  destmation,  the  sums  indicated  by  the  latter. 

Abticlib  10. 

1.  The  sender  of  a  postal  parcel  can  cause  it  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  service  or 
have  its  address  ohauged,  on  the  conditions  and  with  the  reservations  determined  for 
other  articles  of  mall  matter  by  Article  9  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention;  with 
this  addition,  that  if  the  sender  requests  the  return  or  the  reforwarding  of  a  parcel 
he  is  booud  to  guarantee  beforehand  the  payment  of  the  postage  due  for  the  new 
transmission. 

2.  Each  Administration  is  authorized  to  limit  the  right  of  having  the  address 
changed  to  parcels  whose  declared  value  does  not  exceed  600  ftancs  ($100). 

Article  11. 

1.  The  redirection  of  postal  parcels  from  one  country  to  another  in  consequence  of 
the  removal  of  the  addressees,  as  well  as  the  return  of  undelivered  postal  parcels  or 
parcels  turned  back  by  the  custom-house,  ^ives  rise  to  the  levying  of  the  supple- 
mental charges  fixed  by  Sections  1, 2, 3, 5,  and  6  of  Article  5,  upon  the  addressees  or 
the  senders,  without  prejudice  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  customs  duties  or  other 
special  expenses  (expenses  for  storage,  customs  formalities,  etc.). 

2.  In  the  case  of  the  redirection  of  a  parcel  marked  with  trade  charges  the  final 
Office  of  destination  credits  itself  with  the  quota  of  the  fee  for  trade  charges,  in  con- 
formity with  section  4  of  Article  5. 

Articub  12. 

1.  It  is  forbidden  to  send  by  mail  parcels  containing  letters  or  notes  having  the 
character  of  correspondence,  or  articles  the  admission  of  which  is  not  anthori/ed  by 
the  customs  or  other  laws  and  regulations.  It  is  likewise  forbidden  to  send  coin, 
gold  or  silver  substances,  and  other  precious  articles,  in  parcels  without  declared 
value,  destined  for  countries  which  admit  declared  values.  However,  it  is  permitted 
to  insert  in  the  parcel  an  open  invoice,  simply  enumerating  the  headings  of  the  items 
of  the  invoice,  as  well  as  a  simple  copy  of  the  address  of  the  parcel,  and  giving  that 
of  the  sender. 

2.  In  case  a  parcel  coming  under  one  of  these  prohibitions  is  delivered  by  one  of 
^e  Administrations  of  the  Union  to  another  Administration  of  the  Union,  the  latter 
prooeeds  in  the  manner  and  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  its  legislation  and 
its  domestic  regulations. 
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Article  13. 

• 

1.  Except  in  cases  of  "force  majenre"  (interference  of  a  higher  power),  when* 
postal  parcel  has  been  lost  or  damaged,  the  sender,  and,  in  defanlt  or  at  tbe  re<)uest 
of  the  sender,  the  addressee,  is  entitled  to  an  indemnity  corresponding  to  tbe  actnal 
amount  of  the  loss,  rifling,  or  damage,  unless  the  damage  has  been  cansed  by  the 
negligence  of  the  sender,  or  by  the  nature  of  the  articles;  which  indemnity  may  not 
for  ordinary  parcels  exceed  25  francs  ($5),  and  for  parcels  with  declared  valne,  the 
amount  of  that  value. 

The  provisions  of  this  paragraph  are  applicable  to  parcels  marked  with  trade 
charges  as  long  as  they  have  not  been  delivered  to  the  addressees ;  bat  after  tbej 
have  been  delivered,  the  Administrations  remain  only  responsible  for  the  actaal 
amount  of  the  sums  dne  to  the  sender. 

The  sender  of  a  lost  parcel  is,  moreover,  entitled  to  have  the  expenses  of  its  dis- 
patch refunded,  as  well  as  the  postal  ch.arges  of  the  reclamation,  in  case  it  has  been 
caused  by  a  mistake  of  the  postal  employees.  The  insurance  fee,  however,  remains 
in  the  possession  of  the  Postal  Administrations. 

2.  Countries  disposed  to  take  any  risks  resulting  from  cases  of  "force  majenre'' 
are  authorized  to  levy,  on  parcels  with  declared  value,  a  surtax,  on  the  conditions 
determined  by  Section  2  of  Article  12  of  the  Arrangement  concerning  the  exchange  of 
letters  and  boxes  with  declared  value. 

3.  The  obligation  to  pay  the  indemnity  rests  with  the  Administration  to  which  the 
dispatching  office  is  subordinate.  That  Administration  has  tbe  right  to  press  its 
claim  against  the  responsible  Administration — i.  e.,  against  that  Administration  on 
whose  territory  or  in  whoso  service  the  loss  or  damage  has  occurred. 

In  case  of  loss,  rifling,  or  damage,  under  circumstances  of  force  mafeurtj  on  the 
territory  or  in  the  service  of  a  country  taking  the  risks  mentioned  in  Section  2  above, 
of  a  parcel  with  declared  value,  the  country  where  the  loss,  rifling,  or  damage  has 
taken  place  becomes  responsible  therefor  to  the  dispatching  Office,  if  the  latter,  on 
its  part,  takes  risks  in  cases  of  force  majeure  over  against  its  senders,  as  regards  arti- 
cles of  declared  value. 

4.  Until  the  contrary  be  proved,  the  responsibility  rests  with  the  Administration 
which,  having  received  the  parcel  without  making  any  observation,  can  not  prove 
either  the  delivery  to  the  addressee  or  the  regular  transmission  to  the  next  AdmiuiB- 
t  rat  ion. 

5.  The  payment  of  the  indemnity  by  the  dispatching  Office  onght  to  take  place  as 
soon  as  7)ossible,  and  at  the  latest  within  a  year  of  the  date  of  the  application.  The 
responsible  Office  is  bound  to  refund  to  the  dispatching  Office,  without  delay,  the 
amount  of  the  indemnity  paid  by  the  latter. 

The  Office  of  origin  is  authorized  to  indemnify  the  sender,  on  acconnt  of  the  inter- 
mediary Office  or  the  Office  of  destination  which,  after  a  request  for  payment  of  an 
ndemnity  had  been  made  of  it,  has  let  a  year  elapse  without  complying  with  tbe 
request.  Moreover,  in  case  an  Office  whoso  responsibility  has  been  dnly  proved  has 
at  once  declined  to  pay  the  indemnity,  it  must,  in  addition  to  the  indemnity,  bear 
the  accessary  expenses  cansed  by  the  unjnstilied  delay  in  the  payment. 

6.  It  is  understood  that  the  application  for  an  indemnity  is  only^entertained  if  made 
within  a  year  of  the  mailing  of  the  parcel.  After  this  term  has  expired  the  applicant 
has  no  right  to  any  indemnity. 

7.  If  the  loss  or  the  damage  occurred  in  course  of  conveyance  between  the  exchange 
offices  of  two  adjacent  countries,  without  its  being  possible  to  ascertain  on  which  of 
tlie  two  territories  the  loss  or  damage  took  place,  the  two  Administrations  concerned 
bear  each  one-half  of  the  loss. 

8.  The  Administrations  cease  to  be  responsible  for  postal  parcels  of  which  the 
owners  have  accepted  delivery. 

Articlb  14. 

It  is  prohibited  to  make  a  fraudulent  declaration  of  value  in  excess  of  the  actual 
value  of  the  contents  of  the  parcel.  In  case  of  a  fraudulent  declaration  of  this  kind, 
the  sender  loses  all  right  to  an  indemnity,  without  prejudice  to  the  Judicial  proceed- 
ings which  the  legislation  of  the  country  of  origin  may  call  for. 

Article  15. 

Each  Administration  may,  in  extraordinary  circumstances  of  snch  a  nature  as  to 
justify  the  measure,  temporarily  suspend  the  parcel-post  service  either  entirely  or  in 
part,  on  condition  tliat  immediate  notice  of  such  a  measure  is  given,  if  necessary  by 
telegraph,  to  the  Administration  or  Administrations  concerned. 
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Akticlk  H. 

The  domestic  legislation  of  each  of  the  e>(»T-Tn»'intr  -»  inn^?-*  r"i..Lim  t-'-  —...■.♦ 
afl  regards  everything  not  provided  £pr  by  tiie  t.i  )(Lu..ua»  zkziz^  -»«  n  l-j  :  —  r 
Convention. 

AxncLE  IT. 

1,  The  stipulations  of  the  present  (.  on  vtaitiuL  ui  mn  T^PT^irr  u*-  •  zi:    -^     i^-    -«t 
tracting  parties  to  main  tain  and  c  unci  ode  «ri»t*r:jL  <*iiij----  "w.  it-  ^  -     * 

and  estublish  more  restricted  unions  wiui  tiit-  Vit*v  xi  i_st  m-jr<.  - ..-:.    t    2«^    .^ 
cels-post  service. 

2.  However,  the  Offices  of  the  countri**  pttm-ipij  ■  n:  a  ij**   i  r— r       —    -  -    -. 

which  maintain  an  exchan-^e  of  }»«*iai   jut^'t^i*  v  it.    .  ••jji*--     ♦  .  

adhered  to  the  present  Convention,  a^Iiuit  ul.  iLt  itii-:  ^   _-^    l.     r  ■  •  .—  •-  ••- 

of  these  relations  for  the  exchange  of  pofetul  puiT.^ri*  v  lu  &«.„.  -  tiuir. -  r* . 

Ajrrjdx  It. 

1.  The  conntries  of  the  Universal  ro-ia]  TLi<»L  ti:,.i.  iij\-  uv:  i^, .      =t--  , 
present  Convention  are  admitt^rd  to  s<iii«r<?  lo  ii  u;m/i  :i.*      t-  —                   .  -  . 

prescribed  by  Article  24  of  the  UniverHjki  J'osta.  '^  ^u'iei.\.'j^    -    .'„ .^  ..  jt 

to  the  Univeraal  Postal  Union. 

2.  However,  if  the  country-  which  d^'sir*--   i«    t  lxr*T»    i     u#-    :   #^ 
claims  the  power  to  levy  a  surtax  y^er  j»ar' ♦ .  ::   '.   ♦••k-       i"  .*        .  .         .^. 
Government  of  the  Swiss  Uonfedeiatiou  t»!i        v  i>- i*    ^r-     ,. 

contracting  countries.     The  re<jueHt  it  vouni*^j<rt,  t^  ::.:^'.:iv.  .     »•....      .        ^  •.  ^ 
no  objection  has  been  presented. 

Akticle  li-. 

The  Postal  AdminlBtratiousof  the  <.uniru'"r  r: ;:  coi:!  t  •  *♦    ^  _  .^^  ^  .  .^^-^  „v-.   ^ 
localities  which  they  admit  to  the  iiit»  inaii*  i. .    -r.  •  ;.  ..  ^-  '     ^,.. .       .  ^ 

regulate  the  mode  of  transmission  ui  tLe  >Ji»ic*ri-  «(i      ;    «       .^^    ».        ^  ^  ^^ 

and  order  necessary  to  assure  the  executiuu  u:  tii'  i>:t.«^i.        .    .., 

Akticu  i> 

The  present  Convention  is  subject  to  tii*  i.v*i'  ..,•  i.    «     ,.    ..^,      ^_^       ^, 
Article  25  of  the  Universal  Postal  C.  ouveniioii  "         ^      ^ 

Ai'. TIM.!    21 

1.  In  the  interval  between  tlie  reitinouK  v»'^  >•."    ,.     . 
Postal  Convention,  the  Postal  A<MiiiiJ.-t  •*:     -     .     ^ 
has  the  right  to  address  tt»  the  otIjc  ^.  .-     u. 

the  International  Bureau,  j'Tojiotjitiun*-  «^^.^-i  ^-                  ^'  ^     -..--*-      f 

In  order  to.be  brought  11  D(A»i  del  itKrj'.i'     -&».,.      ^'     , 

at  least  two  Adminifit ration b.  nui  «-uu J.'  n.    ii>-  Ui.  -^    ..    ^    .      -  ^      » 

nates.     When  the  Interuiiionaj  lj:M«.jt    -^     ^  .                      '     '                >    -   ^ 

proposition,  the  necessary  uuiiit*e?  o'  u^-^.v      „  ,.^       "          ' 

the  proposition.  ^    ^    ^  ^   ,    . .    ^ 

2.  Every  proposition  is  suUj^nw    i^   '       »•  .»^  .;.     ^  .        ^ 

Article  26  or  the  Universal  i'oBii*-     o;..*-      ,i  «-<     •      ^' ..i    - 

3.  In  order  to  become  biud  I  lig.  111*?***  j««<,.^-  .,  .. 

(a)  A  nnanimons  vote,  il  iij»-v  r*ria>   i      *-    ^  '  .. 

modification  of  the  present  ^Vn;"j<  u   ;  u -      ..  .  -       »       ^   »..* 

12,13,14,15,20,and2l'of  thepre— J!    .«    .-r.  .«. 

(&)  Two- thirds  of  the  votes,  if  ii»-    .....^         *.    i.  ,  ...  -  ^.  *--    • 

the  present  Convention  other  tuii I  'u..*-  i^-ri      ^.    '  - -'  .^  rf    -•  * 

(c)  Simply  an  absolute  uiajoxji      j    i.^    *- .  .     .  ^     ,     -• 

visions  of  the  present  Couveniioi    -.v^r-,     . 
Article  23  of  the  Universal  Pcmu    .  i<  •  .^r-    ., 

4.  Resolutions  adopted  iL  tty  iiei    «... 
diplomatic  declaration,  anc  n   'x.^ 
according  to  the  form  indi'jai't^  n  ,  r.    ,-  , 

5.  No  modification  or  nmcrtniif   ^-^  »^«r 
after  its  notification. 
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Abtxclb  22. 

1.  The  present  Convention  shall  be  put  into  exeontion  on  the  Ist  of  Janiiuy,  1899 

2.  It  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  without 
prejudice  to  the  right  of  each  contracting  party  to  withdraw  from  this  CoBrention 
upon  a  notice  given  one  year  in  advance  by  it«  Government  to  the  Government  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation. 

3.  From  the  date  on  which  the  present  Convention  takes  effect,  all  the  stipnlationi 
previously  af^ed  upon  between  the  different  contracting  eoontriea  or  between  theii 
Administrations,  in  so  far  as  they  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  terma  of  the  presiBt 
Convention,  are  abrogated  without  prejudice  to  the  rights  reaerved  by  Articles  16aad 
17  preceding. 

4.  The  present  Convention  shall  be  ratified  at  soon  as  poMible.  The  acta  of  ratifi- 
cation shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  15th  of  June,  1S07. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.  1 


FINAL  PROTOCOL. 

At  the  moment  of  proceeomg  to  sign  the  Convention  concluded  this  day  conoem- 
ing  the  exchange  of  postal  parcels,  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  agpreed  m 
foUows : 

I. 

A  country  in  which  the  Postal  Administration  does  not  at  present  undertake  the 
conveyance  of  small  parcels  and  which  adheres  to  the  above-mentioned  Convention, 
shall  have  the  liberty  to  canse  the  stipulations  of  this  convention  to  be  executed  by 
railroad  and  steamship  companies.  It  may  at  the  same  time  limit  this  set  ilea  to 
parcels  originating  in  or  destined  for  localities  served  by  these  companies. 

The  Postal  Administration  of  that  country  must  have  an  agreement  with  the  rail- 
road or  steamship  companies  to  assure  the  complete  execution  by  these  companies  of 
all  the  stipulations  of  the  Convention,  especially  the  organization  of  the  exchanges 
at  the  frontier. 

It  will  serve  as  an  intermediary  to  these  companies  for  all  their  relations  with  the 
Postal  Administrations  of  the  other  contracting  countries  and  with  the  International 
Bureau. 

n. 

Bv  way  of  exception  to  the  provisions  of  Section  1  of  Article  1,  and  of  Seoticm  1  of 
Article  13  of  the  Convention,  Bulgaria,  Spain,  Greece,  Turkey,  and  the  United  States 
of  Venezuela  have  the  liberty  to  provisonally  limit  the  weight  of  parcels  admitted  in 
their  service  to  3  kilograms,  and  to  15  francs  the  maximum  indemnity  to  be  paid 
in  case  of  loss,  rifling,  or  damage  of  a  postal  parcel  without  declared  valne  not 
exceeding  the  above-mentioned  weight. 

m. 

By  way  of  exception  to  the  provisions  of  Section  1  of  Article  8,  and  of  SeetimM  I 
and  5  of  Article  5  of  the  Convention,  British  India  has  the  liberty — 

(a)  To  fix  the  territorial  transit  charges  at  1  franc ; 

(&)  To  apply  to  postal  parcels  originating  in  or  destined  for  its  offices  a  surtax,  not 
to  exceed  1  franc  25  centimes  per  parcel  ;^ 

(c)  To  apply  to  postal  parcels  originating  in  British  India,  destined  for  othw^  coun- 
tries, a  graded  scale  of  rates  corresponding  to  the  different  categories  of  weight,  on 
condition  that  the  average  rates  levied  in  British  India  do  not  exceed  tlie  mianaMX 
rate  of  1  franc  75  centimes. 

In  faith  of  which  the  undersigned  plenipotentiaries  have  drawn  np  the  pfeaent 
final  protocol,  which  shall  have  the  same  force  and  value  as  if  its  proviaiona  wars 
inserted  in  the  Convention ;  and  they  have  signed  it  on  a  single  copy,  which  shaU 
FMnain  in  the  archives  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Statee  of  America,  and  a  copy 
of  which  shall  be  delivered  to  each  party. 

Done  at  Washington  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 
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MSQVLATI0N8  OF  DETAIL  AND  ORDER  FOR  THE  EXBCUTIOK  OF  THE  CONVENTION 
OONOERNINO  THE  EXCHANGE  OF  POSTAJj  PARCELS  CONCLUDED  BETWEEN 
GERMANY,  THE  GERMAN  PROTECTORATES,  THE  GREATER  REPUBLIC  OF 
CENTRAL  AMERICA,  ETC. 

The  nndenij^nedy  in  view  of  Article  19  of  the  Unirersal  Postal  Convention  and 
Article  19  of  the  Convention  concerning  the  exchange  of  postal  parcels,  have,  in  the 
name  of  their  respective  Administrations,  established,  by  mutual  agreement,  the 
following  measures  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  said  Convention : 

L 

1.  The  postal  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  which  maintain  regular 
maritime  services  designate  to  the  offices  of  the  other  contracting  countries  those 
maritime  services  which  may  be  used  for  the  conveyance  of  postal  parcels,  indicating 
the  distances. 

2.  The  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  notify  each  other  mutually, 
by  means  of  Tables  like  Form  A  annexed  hereto,  of— 

(a)  Tlie  list  of  countries,  in  the  relations  with  which  they  may  serve  as  intermedi- 
aries for  the  conveyance  of  postal  parcels ; 

(6)  The  routes  open  for  the  forwarding  of  said  parcels  from  the  place  where  they 
enter  their  territories  or  their  services ; 

(c)  The  total  charges  which  must  be  paid  to  them  for  the  conveyance  of  parcels 
for  each  destination  oy  the  office  which  delivers  the  parcels  to  them. 

3.  By  means  of  the  Forms  A  received  from  the  Administrations  concerned,  each 
Administration  determines  the  routes  to  be  used  for  the  transmission  of  its  postal 
parcels,  and  the  charges  to  be  levied  upon  the  senders  according  to  the  conditions 
on  which  the  intermeolary  conveyance  is  effected. 

4.  Each  Administration  must,  moreover,  directly  advise  the  first  Intermediary  Office 
which  are  the  countries  for  which  it  proposes  to  deliver  postal  parcels. 

5.  Each  Administration  must  advise  the  contracting  Administrations  ivhich  are  the 
articles  whose  admission  to  its  country  is  not  authorized  by  its  laws  and  regulations. 

n. 

1.  In  execution  of  Section  1  of  Article  5  of  the  Convention  concerning  postal  par- 
cels, the  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  which  have  not  the  franc 
for  their  monetary  unit  levy  their  rates  of  postage  according  to  the  following 
equivalents : 


ConntrlM. 


Gennany 

German  protectorates : 

Eaat  Africa 

Soathweat  Africa 

CaoMroona 

Kew  Guinea 

Togo 

GrBster  BepobUc  of  Central  Ameriea 

ArgeDtine  Kepnblic 

Austria- Hangar^ 

Bosnia- Heraegovin.i 

Braail 

Chile 

Colombia 

Benmark 

Danish  Antilles 

Egypt 

British  IndU 

Liberia 

Montenegro 

Horway 

KatberlaiMla 

Netbeilanda  Colonies 

Portugal 

Bnasia 

aiam 

Sweden 

Tnrkey 

Umgoay 


50  centimes. 


40  pfennig 

10  pfennig 

10  oentAYoa  de  peso 

16  centavos 

25  kreuaer 

20kreuser... 

200  reU 

lOoentavoa 

lOcentaTOS 

30  ore 

10  cents 

2  piasters 

Saonas 

10  cents 

20  soldi 

38  ore 

25  cents  (Dntrh) . . . 

26  cents  (Dutch)... 

lOOreis 

20kof>eks 

15  atta 

80  ore 

2  piasters  (M  paras) 
10  centesimos 


25  centimes. 


20  pfennig. 


20  pfennig. 


5  centavoa  de  peso. 

8  centavoa. 

13  kreaser. 

10  krenser. 

100  reis. 

5  oeotavos. 

5  oentavos.  ' 

18  ore. 

Scents. 

1  piaster. 

2)  annas. 

5  cents. 

10  soldi. 

18  ore. 

12^  cento  (Dntoh). 

12i  cento  (Dutch). 

50  reis. 

10  kopeks. 

Ik  atta. 

18  ore. 

1  piaster  (40  paras). 

5  oenteainios. 
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2.  In  case  of  change  in  the  monetary  system  of  any  of  the  above-mentioned  coun- 
tries, the  Administration  of  that  country  must  come  to  an  nnderstandin^  with  the 
Swiss  Postal  Administration  in  order  to  modify  the  above  equivalents,  ft  ilevolvM 
upon  the  latter  Administration  to  give  notice  of  this  modification  to  all  the  other 
Offices  of  the  Union  through  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau. 

3.  Any  Administration  has  the  right  to  have  recourse,  if  it  deems  it  necessary,  to 
the  understanding  provided  for  in  the  preceding  paragraph  in  case  of  an  important 
modification  in  the  value  of  its  money. 

III. 

1.  The  following  are  considered  as  cumbersome: 

(a)  Parcels  exceeding  1  meter  50  centimeters  (about  3^  feet)  in  any  direction; 

lb)  Parcels  which,  owing  to  their  shape,  their  volume,  or  fragile  character,  can 
not  easily  be  packed  with  other  parcels,  which  are  voluminous  or  which  reqain 
special  precautions,  such  as  plants  and  shrubs  in  baskets,  empty  caffes  or  cages  con- 
taining live  animals,  empty  cigar  boxes  or  other  boxes  in  large  nacKages,  fnruitore, 
wickerwork,  flower  stands,  baby  carriages,  spinning  wheels,  velocipeuee,  etc. 

2.  The  Administrations  which  do  not  admit  cumbersome  parcels  nave  the  liberty 
to  limit  to  60  centimeters  in  any  direction  (24  inches)  the  maximum  dimension  of 
postal  parcels  exchanged  with  other  Administrations.  The  Offices  which  assure 
the  conveyance  by  sea  have,  moreover,  the  liberty  to  limit  to  50  centimeters  the 
maximum  dimensions  and  to  20  cubic  decimeters  (about  64  cubic  inches)  the  volume 
of  parcels  destiued  to  be  transmitted  by  their  maritime  services,  and  not  to  accept 
X)ai-cels  excee<ling  these  limits  except  as  cumbersome  parcels. 

3.  Postal  parcels  containing  umbrellas,  canes,  maps,  plans,  or  similar  articles  are 
in  all  cases  admitted  as  noncumbersome  parcels,  If  they  do  not  exceed  1  meter  in 
length  and  20*cen  time  tors  in  thickness. 

4.  A^  regards  the  exact  calculation  of  the  volume,  weight,  or  dimensions  of 
postal  parcels,  the  views  of  the  dispatching  Office  must  be  considered  as  binding, 
except  in  the  case  of  an  obvious  error. 

IV. 

Parcels  containing  explosive  or  inflammable  substances,  and,  in  general,  dangerous 
articles,  are  excluded  from  transportation. 

The  Administrations  interest-ed  have  the  liberty  to  come  to  an  understanding  con- 
cerning the  conveyance  of  metal  caps  and  cartridges  charged  for  portable  firearms, 
and  the  elements  of  incxplosible  artillery  fuses. 

These  articles  must  be  packed  solidly,  inside  and  outside,  in  boxes  or  barrels,  and 
must  be  declared  as  what  they  are,  both  on  the  certificate  of  dispat^sh  and  on  the 
article  itself. 

V. 

1.  In  order  to  be  admitted  to  transportation,  each  parcel  must — 

First.  Bear  the  exact  address  of  the  addressee.  Addresses  in  lead  pencil  are  not 
admitted.  When  a  parcel  contains  coin,  gold  or  silver  substances,  or  other  precious 
articles  the  address  must  be  written  on  the  actual  wrapping  of  the  parcel: 

Second.  Be  packed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  correspond  to  the  duration  of  the  con- 
veyance and  to  sutticiently  protect  the  contents  of  the  parcel.  The  wrapper  most  be 
of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  make  any  attempt  to  get  at  t-he  contents 
without  leaving  a  visible  trace  of  violation; 

Third.  Be  sealed  with  wax,  lead,  or  by  some  other  means,  with  an  impression  or 
special  mark  of  the  S(;nder; 

Fourth.  In'case  of  declared  value,  bear  this  declaration  on  the  address,  in  francs 
and  centimes,  or  in  the  currency  of  the  country  of  origin,  without  erasures  or  cor- 
rections, even  if  these  are  approved.  When  the  declaration  of  value  is  made  in 
money  other  than  the  franc,  the  sender  or  the  office  of  the  country  of  origin  must 
reduce  it  to  francs,  at  i>ar,  indicating  by  new  figures,  placed  by  the  side  or  below  the 
figures  representing  the  amount  oi  the  declared  value,  its  equivalent  in  francs  and 
centimes. 

2.  Liquids,  and  fatty  substances  which  will  easily  liquefy,  must  be  mailed  in  a 
double  receptacle.  Between  the  first  (bottle,  flask,  pot,  box,  eto.)  and  the  aecond 
(box  of  metal  or  hard  wood)  there  is  left,  as  far  as  possible,  a  space  filled  with  saw- 
dust, bran,  or  some  other  absorbing  matter. 

VI. 

1.  Each  parcel  must  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  dispatch  and  by  onstoms 
declarations  conforming  to  or  analogous  with  Forms  B  and  C,  annexed.  The  Admin- 
iNtrations  advise  each  other  reciprocally  as  to  the  number  of  customs  declarations  to 
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be  famished  for  each  destination.  The  sender  may  add  on  the  coupon  of  the  certifi- 
cate of  dispatch  commauications  relating  to  the  article,  on  condition,  however,  that 
the  legislation  of  the  country  of  origin  or  destination  does  not  forbid  this. 

2.  A  single  certificate  of  dispatch  and,  if  the  customs  laws  are  not  opposed  to  it,  a 
single  customs  declaration  may  serve  for  several  ordinary  parcelSt  up  to  the  number 
of  three,  mailed  by  the  same  sender  and  destined  for  the  same  person. 

This  provision  does  not  apply  to  parcels  marked  with  trade  charges,  or  psircels 
with  declared  value,  each  of  which  must  be  accompanied  by  a  separate  certificate  of 
dispatch. 

3.  Forms  of  certificates  of  dispatch  which  are  not  printed  in  the  French  language 
must  bear  an  interlinear  translation  in  that  language. 

4.  Certificatfis  of  dispatch  accompanying  parcels  with  declared  value  must  bear 
on  each  parcel  the  impression  of  the  seal  which  has  served  for  sealing  the  parcel,  as 
well  as  the  indication  of  the  declared  value,  according  to  the  rules  mentioned  under 
paragraph  fourth  of  Section  1  of  Article  V  of  the  present  Regulations. 

The  exact  weight,  in  kilograms  and  ^rams,  of  each  parcel  with  declared  value 
'must  be  entered  by  the  post-ofh(*e  of  origm,  both  on  the  address  of  the  parcel  and  on 
the  certificate  of  dispatch,  in  the  place  reserved  therefor  on  that  form. 

5.  The  contracting  Administrations  decline  all  responsibility  as  regards  the  exact- 
ness of  the  customs  declarations. 

vn. 

1.  Every  parcel,  as  well  as  the  certificate  of  dispatch  relating  thereto,  must  boar 
a  label  conforming  or  similar  to  the  Form  D  herewith  annexed,  and  must  indicate  the 
number  of  entry  and  the  name  of  the  post-oflice  of  mailing. 

2.  The  post-ofiice  of  mailing,  moreover,  impresses  on  the  address  side  of  the  certifi- 
cate of  dispatch  a  stamp  showing  the  place  and  date  of  mailing. 

3.  Each  parcel  with  declared  value  or  trade  charges  must  bear  a  red  label  with  the 
indication  ^'declared  value*'  or  'Hrade  charges  to  collect''  in  Latin  characters. 

4.  Any  Administration  whose  domestic  regulations  at  present  prohibit  the  use  of 
labels  is  allowed  to  temporarily  substitute  for  the  labels  referred  to  in  Sections  1  and 
3  of  the  present  Article,  impressions  of  stamps. 

5.  Parcels  to  be  delivered  by  special  messengers  are,  the  same  as  the  certificate  of 
dispatch,  stamped  with  a  stamp,  or  have  a  label  attached  to  them  showing  in  large 
characters  the  word  ''expres." 

6.  When  parcels  contain  coin,  gold  or  silver  substances,  or  other  precious  articles, 
the  labels  prescribed  by  Sections  1,  3,  and  5  preceding  must  be  spaced  so  that  they 
cau  not  serve  to  hide  breaks  iu  the  wrappers;  and  they  must  not  be  folded  on  two 
sides  of  the  wrapper,  so  as  to  cover  the  edge  of  the  parcel. 

VIII. 

1.  Parcels  which  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  addressees  free  of  charges  must  bear, 
both  on  the  address  and  on  the  certificates  of  dispatch,  the  indication  ''To  bo 
delivered  free  of  charges." 

2.  The  post-offices  of  mailing  collect  from  the  senders  a  sufficient  deposit;  they  add 
to  the  documents  which  accompany  the  parcel  a  certificate  of  prepayment  conforming 
or  similar  to  the  Form  £  annexed  hereto.  After  the  delivery  of  the  parcel  the  post- 
office  of  destination  completes  the  certificate  of  prepayment  by  entering  the  charges 
which  are  due,  and  credits  itself  over  a^^aiust  the  post-ofilce  of  mailing  with  the 
amounts  laid  out,  follo>»ing  the  method  indicated  in  Article  XIV  of  these  K<  giila- 
tions;  for  reforwarded  parcels;  the  certificate  of  prepayment  must  be  annexed  to 
the  canl  giving  charges  due  to  the  Office  of  destination,  and,  if  necessary,  to  each  of 
the  intermediary  Offices. 

IX. 

1.  The  exchange  of  postal  parcels  between  adjacent  countries,  or  between  countries 
connected  by  means  of  a  direct  maritime  service,  is  effected  by  the  post-offices  desig- 
nated by  the  Administrations  interested. 

2.  In  the  relations  between  countries  separated  by  one  or  several  intermediary  ter- 
ritories the  postal  parcels  must  follow  the  routes  agreed  upon  by  the  Administrations 
interested :  they  are  delivered  in  open-mail  to  the  first  intermediary  office,  unless  the 
Administrations  interested  have  agreed  to  establ  ish  exchanges  in  closed  sacks,  baskets, 
or  compartments,  accompanied  by  direct  parcel  bills. 

3.  However,  it  is  obligatory  to  use  closed  receptacles  when  the  number  of  postal 
parcels  is  such  as  to  hamper  the  operations  of  an  intermediary  Administration,  if 
that  Administration  makes  a  statement  to  that  efibct. 

The  closed  receptacles  must  be  returned  empty  to  the  dispatching  Office  by  the 
first  mail,  unless  another  agreement  has  been  arrived  at  between  corresponding 
Offices. 

P  M  G  07 il 
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X. 

The  postal  parcels  are  entered  by  the  dispatching  exchange  OCBee  on  a  wajhill 
conforming  to  Form  F  annexed  to  the  present  K'egiilations  with  all  the  details  which 
that  Form  calls  for.  The  certificates  of  dispatch  and  the  customs  deolarations,  m 
well  as  the  notices  £  and  H  or  the  return-receipts,  are  attached  to  the  parcel  bill. 

XI. 

1.  When  a  rctuni-reoeipt  is  requested  for  a  postal  parcel,  the  post-office  of  origin 
enters  in  writing  on  the  parcel  in  a  conspicuous  manner  the  words  ''avis  de  recep- 
tion'' (return-receipt)  or  impresses  a  stamp  showing  the  letters  "A.  R." 

2.  The  return-receipt  is  prepared  by  the  office  of  origin  or  by  any  other  office 
designated  by  the  dispatching  Administration.  If  it  does  not  reach  the  office  of 
destination,  that  office  prepares  officially  a  new  return  recc^ipt. 

Return-receipts  must  be  made  out  in  the  French  language  or  bear  an  interlinear  ' 
translation  in  that  language. 

3.  The  office  of  destiuatiou,  after  having  duly  filled  out  the  form,  returns  it,  either 
direct  or  through  the  iutermcdiary  of  the  exchange  offices,  to  the  office  of  origin, 
which  transmits  them  to  the  sender  of  the  parcel. 

4.  When  the  sender  requests  a  return-receipt  for  a  postal  parcel  subsequent  to  the 
mailing  of  the  article,  the  office  of  origin  reproduces  on  a  return-receipt  f(»rm  the 
exact  description  of  the  parcel  [office  of  origin,  date  of  mailing,  number,  address]. 
This  form  is  transmitted  from  Administration  to  Administration  with  the  indication 
of  the  mail  in  which  the  parcel  in  question  was  delivered  to  the  exchange  service  of 
the  next  Administration.  The  office  of  destination  fills  out  the  form  and  returns  it 
to  the  office  of  origin  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  Section  3  preceding. 

5.  If  a  return  receipt  regularly  roqucBted  by  the  sender  at  tbe  moment  of  mailing 
hae  not  reached  the  Office  of  origin  within' the  time  required  by  that  Office,  tbe 
method  prescribed  in  Section  4  preceding  is  lollowed  for  obtaining  the  missing  return- 
receipt.  The  office  of  origin  enters  at  the  head  of  the  form  the  words :  "  Reolamation 
for  a  Return-Keceipt,  etc." 

XII. 

1.  Upon  the  receipt  of  a  parcel  bill  the  exchange  Office  of  destination  proceeds  to 
verify  the  postal  parcels  and  the  various  documeuts  entered  on  the  parcel  bill,  and, 
if  necessary,  establishes  the  facts  of  parcels  missing  or  other  irregnlarities  by  means 
of  a  form  conforming  to  Form  G  annexed  to  the  present  Kegnlations,  and  following 
the  rules  laid  down  for  articles  with  declared  value  by  Article  IX  of  the  Kegnlations 
for  the  execution  of  the  Arrangement  concerning  declared  values. 

2.  Unimportant  differences  regarding  volume,  dimensions,  and  weight  are  only 
notified  by  Bulletin  of  Verification. 

3.  All  difl'oreuces  which  may  be  found  in  the  payments  and  placed  in  the  aocoooti 
must  be  notilicd  to  the  dispatching  office  by  Bulletin  of  Verification.  The  Bulletins 
of  Verification,  which  have  been  duly  answered,  must  be  attached  to  the  way  billi 
of  the  mails  to  which  they  relate.  Corrections  not  supported  by  Touchers  mn  not 
admitted. 

xm. 

1.  The  amount  of  the  trade  charges  to  be  collected  must  be  indicated,  in  the  emreDcy 
of  the  country  of  origin,  on  the  address  of  the  parcels  and  on  the  certificate  of  dis- 
patch, without  erasure  or  chauj^e,  even  if  such  should  be  approved. 

2.  Every  parcel  forwarded  with  trade  charges  marked  thereon  must  be  accompa- 
nied by  a  notice  conforming  or  similar  to  Form  H  annexed  to  the  present  Regnlati<»ns, 
unless  there  be  a  coutrary  arrangement  between  the  Administrations  interested. 

3.  Immediately  alter  the  ])ayment  of  the  trade  charges,  the  post-office  of  destina- 
tion returns  this  notice  to  the  dispatching  exchange  office. 

The  notices  of  trade  charges  are  entered  on  the  way  bill,  either  ooUeetively  or 
individually,  as  they  are  more  or  less  numerous. 

4.  In  case  the  addressee  does  not  pay  the  amount  of  the  trade  charges  within 
seven  days  in  the  relations  between  European  countries,  and  two  weeks  in  the  rela- 
tions between  European  countries  and  countries  outside  of  Europe  and  the  relations 
between  the  non-European  countries  themselves,  counting  from  the  day  which  fol- 
lows the  day  of  arrival  of  the  parcel,  the  parcel  is  treated  us  having  become  nnde- 
liverable,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  Section  3 of  Article  XIV  of  the  pres- 
ent Regulations. 

These  periods  may  be  extended  to  a  maximum  of  two  mouths  by  Adminietratioot 
whose  legislation  requires  this. 
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XIV. 

1.  Pcwtal  pftroelsy  whieh,  owing  to  a  wrong  addroBB,  are  reforwarded,  are  forwarded 
to  their  destination  bf  the  most  aireot  ronbe  at  the  disposal  of  the  reforwarding  office. 
If  thU  reforwarding  involres  the  return  of  the  parcels  to  the  dispatching  Office,  the 
amounts  eharged  to  that  Office  on  the  parcel  uill  are  canceled,  and  the  reforward- 
ing post-office  of  exchange  delivers  these  articles  to  the  next  post-office,  a  record 
being  made  thereof,  after  the  error  has  been  notified  by  a  Bulletin  of  Verification. 
In  the  contrary  case,  and  if  the  amount  paid  to  the  reforwarding;  Office  is  insnfficient 
to  cover  the  expenses  of  reforwarding  which  fall  to  its  share,  it  credits  itself  with 
the  difterence  by  forcing  up  to  the  required  amount  the  sum  entered  to  its  credit  on 
the  parcel  bill  of  the  dispatching  post-office  of  exchange.  The  reason  for  snch  a 
correction  is  notified  to  said  post-office  by  means  of  a  Bulletin  of  Verification. 

When  a  parcel  h%i  been  erroneously  admitted  to  the  mails,  through  a  mistake  of 
the  postal  service,  and  must  for  this  reason  be  returned  to  the  country  of  origin,  the 
same  course  is  followed  as  if  this  parcel  were  to  be  returned  to  the  dispatching 
Office,  owing  to  a  wrong  direction. 

2.  Postal  parcels  reforwarded  on  account  of  a  change  of  residence  of  the  addressees 
must,  as  far  as  possible,  be  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  dispatch  made  out  by 
the  post-office  of  origin,  or,  in  case  of  its  loss,  by  a  supplementary  certificate.  On 
these  parcels  there  is  levied  upon  the  addressees  by  the  Office  of  delivery  a  charge, 
representing  the  quota  due  to  the  last-mentioned  Office,  to  the  reforwarding  Office, 
and,  if  necessary,  to  each  of  the  intermediary  Offices. 

The  reforwarding  Office  credits  itself  with  its  quota  over  against  the  intermediary 
Office,  or  the  Office  of  the  new  destiuation.  In  cases  where  the  country  of  reforwara- 
ing  and  the  country  of  the  new  destination  are  not  adjacent,  the  first  intermediary 
Office  which  receives  a  reforwarded  parcel  credits  itself  with  the  nmountof  its  quota 
and  that  of  the  reforwarding  Office  over  against  the  Office  to  which  it  delivers  the 
parcel ;  and  the  last-mentioned  Office  in  its  turn,  if  it  is  only  an  intermediary,  credits 
itself  over  against  the  next  Office  with  its  own  quota,  in  addition  to  those  with  which 
it  has  been  debited  by  the  preceding  Office  The  same  operation  is  repeated  in  the 
relations  between  the  difierent  Offices  participating  in  the  conveyance  until  the 
postal  parcel  reaches  the  Office  of  delivery. 

However,  if  the  charge  for  the  further  conveyance  of  a  parcel  about  to  be  refor- 
warded is  paid  at  the  moment  of  reforwarding,  the  parcel  is  treated  asif  it  had  been 
addressed  direct  from  the  reforwarding  country  to  tlie  country  of  destination,  and 
delivered  to  the  addressee  without  charge  for  postai^e. 

3.  Tlie  senders  of  parcels  which  have  become  undeliverable  are  consulted  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  desire  to  see  them  disponed  of,  unless  by  a  notice  (see 
Form  I  herewith)  they  have  made  request  for  its  immediate  return  or  its  delivery  to 
another  addressee.  This  notice  must  be  in  a  language  known  in  the  country  of  des- 
tination (with  an  interlinear  translation  in  the  language  of  the  country  of  origin), 
and  must  be  pnt  on  the  certificate  of  dispatch  and  on  the  parcel  itself. 

The  sender  of  a  pareel  which  has  become  undeliverable  may  request — 

(a)  That  the  parcel  may  be  immediately'  returned  to  him ; 

(5)  That  the  parcel  be  delivered  to  another  addressee,  or  that  it  be  reforwarded  to 
another  destination,  in  order  to  be  delivered  to  the  first  addressee  or  to  another 
person; 

(o)  That  the  first  addressee  be  advised  once  more. 

Postal  parcels  which  could  not  be  delivered  to  the  addressees  for  some  reason  or 
other,  and  whose  senders,  after  having  been  consulted,  abandon  them,  are  not 
returned  by  the  Office  of  destination,  but  are  treated  by  that  Office  in  accordance 
with  its  domestic  legislation. 

As  a  general  rule,  requests  of  the  above-mentioned  character  are  exchanged  direct 
between  the  post-offioes  of  desttitation  and  of  origin.  Each  Administration  may, 
however,  require  that  requests  which  concern  its  service  may  be  transmitted  either 
to  the  Central  Administration  or  to  a  post-office  specially  designated. 

If,  within  two  months  from  the  dispatch  of  the  notice,  the  post-office  of  destina- 
tion has  not  received  sufficient  instructions,  the  paroel  is  returned  to  the  post-office 
of  origin.  This  periiNi  is  extended  to  six  months  for  the  relations  with  countries 
beyond  the  sea.  The  return  of  the  parcel  must  also  be  efiected,  even  in  cases  where 
it  IS  impossible  to  deliver  it  to  its  new  address,  except,  however,  in  cases  where  the 
sender  haa  added  to  his  request  another  request  (another  address,  notice  that  he 
abandons  the  parcel,  ete.). 

Nevertheless,  articles  subject  to  deterioration  or  corruption  may  be  sold  imme- 
diately, even  when  going  or  returning,  without  previous  notice  or  judicial  formality, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  right  person. 

In  case  it  is  impossible  for  some  reason  or  other  to  sell  the  articles  subject  to  de- 
tscioration  or  corruption,  they  are  destroyed,  a  record  being  kept  of  such  sale  or 
destraction. 
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A  copy  of  the  ininntes  of  the  trangactioD,  accompanied  by  the  certificate  of  mul- 
ing, is  transmitted  to  the  office  of  ori|^in. 

The  money  realized  from  the  sale  is  nsed  in  the  first  place  to  cover  any  chargtt 
which  may  be  due  on  the  article.  If  there  is  any  money  left  aft-er  these  charges 
have  been  paid,  it  is  transmitted  to  the  Office  of  origin  for  delivery  to  the  sender, 
who  bears  the  expenses  of  snch  transmission.  Charges  which  are  not  covered  by 
the  sale  must  be  paid  by  the  sender  to  the  Office  of  origin. 

Parcels  to  be  returned  to  the  senders  are  entered  on  the  parcel  bill,  with  the  word 
"  undeliverable"  opposite  the  entry,  in  the  column  of  observations.  They  are  treated 
and  charged  as  articles  reforwarded  owing  to  changes  of  residence  of  the  addressees. 

4.  A  parcel  whose  addressee  has  gone  to  a  country  not  adhering  to  this  Parcel* 
Potft  Convention  is  treated  as  nndeliverable,  unless  the  Offi<;e  of  the  first  destination 
is  prepared  to  forward  the  parcel  to  the  addressee. 

5.  If  <^  parcel  during  the  operations  of  the  exchani<:e  is  found  t«  come  under  any  of 
the  prohibitions  provided  by  Artic^le  12  of  tliis  Convention,  it  is  purely  and  simply 
returned  to  the  dispatching  exchange  post-office  in  the  form  provided  by  Section  1 
of  the  present  Article. 

XV. 

1.  For  inquiries  for  missing  postal  parcels  use  is  made  of  a  Form  conforming  or 
analogous  to  Form  L  attached  to  the  present  Regulations.  The  Office  of  the  country 
of  origin,  after  having  entered  on  this  Form  the  data  relative  to  the  trausmissiun  of 
the  articles  in  question  to  the  next  service,  transmits  the  Form  direct  to  the  Office 
of  destination. 

2.  When  the  Office  of  destination  is  prepared  to  furnish  information  relative  to  the 
final  disposition  of  the  parcel,  it  returns  the  Form,  on  which  the  necessary  informa- 
tion is  entered,  to  the  Office  of  origin. 

3.  When  it  can  not  bo  immediately  ascertained  in  the  service  of  the  country  of  des- 
tination what  disposition  has  been  made  of  a  parcel  which  has  passed  in  open-mail 
through  several  services,  the  Office  of  destination  transmits  the  form  to  the  fir>t 
intermediary  Office,  which,  after  having  entered  the  data  concerning  the  transmission 
of  the  article  to  the  next  service,  transmits  it  to  the  next  Office,  and  so  forth,  until 
the  final  disposition  of  the  x)arcel  has  been  ascertained.  The  Office  which  has  deliv- 
ered the  parcel  to  the  addressee,  or  which  cau  not  prove  either  its  delivery  or  its 
regular  transmission  to  another  Administration,  states  that  fact  on  the  Form  and 
returns  it  to  the  Office  of  origin. 

4.  The  Forms  L  are  printed  in  French,  or  bear  an  interlinear  translation  in  that 
language.  They  arc  transmitted,  without  letter  of  transmission,  in  a  sealed  envelope, 
and  are  as  far  as  possible  subjected  to  the  formalities  of  ro4:istration.  Any  Admin- 
istration is  at  liberty  to  request,  by  a  notification  addressed  to  the  Internatioual 
Bureau,  that  inquiries  concerning  its  service  shall  be  tran8mitted  either  to  the  Cen- 
tral Administration  or  to  a  post-office  specially  dcMJguated,  or  direct  to  the  office  of 
destination,  or  if  that  Administration  has  only  served  as  an  intermediary  to  the 
exchange  Office  to  which  the  article  has  been  forwarded. 

XVI. 

Requests  for  withdrawal  of  postal  parcels  and  change  of  address  are  subject  to  the 
rules  and  formalities  prescribed  by  Article  XXIX  of  the  Regulations  of  detail  and 
order  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

XVII. 

1.  Each  Administration  causes  to  be  prepared  monthly,  by  each  of  its  exchange 
offices,  and  for  all  the  parcels  received  from  the  exchangeoffices  of  one  and  the  same 
Administration,  a  statement  in  conformity  with  Form  J  annexed  to  the  present  Regn- 
lations.  showing  the  sums  entered  on  each  parcel  bill,  either  to  its  credit — for  its  own 
share  and  that  of  each  of  the  Administrations  interested  in  the  charges  levied  by 
the  disi)atcliing  Office— or  to  its  debit — for  its  share  (due  to  the  reforwarding  Office 
and  the  intermediary  Offices  in  cases  of  reforwarding  or  undeliverability)  of  the 
charges  to  be  recovered  from  the  addressees. 

2.  The  statements  .1  are  then  recapitulated  by  the  same  Administration  in  an 
acconnt  K  (see  annexes).  The  Office  of  destination  adds  to  its  credit  ^  per  cent  of 
the  amount  of  the  trade  charges  marked  in  its  service. 

3.  These  accounts,  accompanied  by  the  statements  J,  the  parcel  bills,  and,  if  necea- 
sary,  the  Bulletins  of  Veriiication  relating  to  the  month,  are  submitted  to  the  corre- 
sponding Administration  during  the  month  which  follows  the  one  to  which  it  relates. 

The  totals  must  never  be  corrected.  Errors  which  may  be  discovered  muat  fom 
the  subject  of  special  statements. 
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4.  After  the  monthly  accotmts  have  been  verified  and  accepted  by  both  parties,  they 
are  summed  up  in  a  general  quarterly  account  by  the  creditor  Adminietration. 

The  Administrations  participating  in  this  Convention  have  the  liberty,  however, 
to  come  to  an  agreement  among  themselves  to  have  the  monthly  accounts  summea 
up  semiannually  or  annufilly. 

5.  The  balance  resulting  from  the  reciprocal  accounts  between  two  Administrations 
is  paid  by  the  debtor  Office  to  the  creditor  Office  in  effective  francs  by  means  of  drafts 
on  the  capital  or  a  commercial  plaee  of  tlie  creditor  country,  all  charges  caused  by  the 
payment  of  the  drafts  being  paid  by  the  debtor  Office. 

6.  The  preparation,  transmiHsiou,  und  settlement  of  the  accounts  should  be  effected 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  at  latest  before  the  expiration  of  the  next  quarter. 
Aft«r  that  period  has  expired,  the  sums  due  by  one  Office  to  the  other  draw  interest 
at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent  per  year,  dating  from  the  day  of  the  expiration  of  said  period. 

7.  There  is  reserved  to  the  AdniiniHtrations  interested  the  liberty  to  adopt  by  com- 
mon agi-eement  other  provisions  than  those  formulated  in  the  present  Article. 

XVIII. 

The  Administrations  communicate  to  cacli  other  through  the  intx^rmediary  of  the 
International  Bureau,  and  at  least  three  mouths  before  this  Convention  is  put  into 
execution — 

(a)  The  provisions  which  they  have  adopted  as  regards  the  limit  of  weight,  the 
declared  value,  cuuiliersome  parcels,  collection  of  trade  cliarges,  the  number  of 
parcels  which  may  be  accompanied  by  a  single  customs  declaration,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  written  communications  on  tlie  certiticate  of  dispatch; 

(6)  If  necessary,  the  limits  of  dimensions  and  volume  provided  by  Section  2  of 
Article  III  of  the  present  Regulations; 

(c)  The  rates  applicable  in  their  service  to  postal  parcels  for  each  of  the  contract- 
ing countries,  iu  conformity  with  Article  5  of  the  Convention  concerning  postal 
parcels,  and  Article  1  of  the  present  Regulations; 

(d)  The  names  of  the  post-otlices  or  localities  which  will  participate  in  the  exchange 
of  postal  parcels; 

(e)  An  extract,  in  German,  English,  or  French,  of  the  provisions  of  their  domestic 
laws  and  regulations  applicable  to  the  conveyance  of  postsU  parcels. 

2.  Any  modification  made  subsequently,  as  regards  the  five  points  mentioned 
above,  must  be  notified  without  delay  in  the  same  manner. 

XIX. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings  provided  by  Article  25  of 
the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  the  Postal  Administration  of  each  contracting  party 
has  the  right  to  adtiress  to  the  other  participating  Administrations,  through  the  inter- 
me<liary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propositions  in  regard  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  present  Regulations. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  mode  of  procedure  determined  by  Article 
XLI  of  the  Regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

3.  To  become  binding,  the  jiroiiositions  must  obtain — 

(a)  Unanimity  of  votes,  if  they  relate  to  the  addition  of  new  provisions,  or  to  the 
modification  of  the  present  Article  or  of  Article  XX ; 

(6)  Two-thirds  of  the  votes,  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  Articles  II,  III, 
IV,  V,  VI,  VII,  IX,  X,  XI,  XII,  XIII,  and  XIV ; 

(c)  Simply  an  absolute  majority,  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  other  Articles, 
or  to  the  interpretation  of  the  various  provisions  of  the  present  Rei^nlations,  except 
in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated  iu  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postal  Con- 
vention. 

4.  The  resolutions  adopted  in  due  form  are  made  binding  by  a  simple  notification 
from  the  International  Bureau  to  all  the  Administrations  of  the  Union. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months 
after  its  notification. 

XX. 

The  present  Regulations  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  day  on  which  the  Con- 
rention  comes  into  foice. 

They  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Convention,  unless  they  be  renewed  by 
mutual  agreement  botweeu  the  parties  interested. 

Done  at  Washington  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.! 
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IMspfttohing  Office 
of  the  preaeut  Table, 


HeeelTfaig  OOee 
of  the  proMiit  labia, 


Exchange  of  postal  paroeU  between  nonadjaoent  eouniriee. 

Table  ahowiiig  Ibe  eonditiona  on  ivhich  there  may  be  tranamitteil  in  open-niail  to  the  PoatOfflea  tf 

,  by  the  Poot-Office  of ,  poatal  parceladeatined  for  thoae  oountriea,  in  the  rdAdona 

with  which  the  first-mentioned  office  may  aerve  aa  intermediary  to  the  second. 


Conntrles  of 
destination. 

1. 

Routes  of 
transmission. 

a. 

Designation  of  the 

intcrnicdiary 
countries  and  the 

maritime  aervicea  to 
be  employed. 

8. 

Total  charges  to  be  paid  by  the 
Office  of to  the  Office 

of 

1 
Olnenrttioo*- 

Rate  per 
weight. 

4. 

In  an  ranee  per 
300  franca. 

6. 

e. 

• 

• 

B. 

(Front.) 


Coupon  nmy  be  detached  by 
the  addreaaee. 


Ifame  and  residnnce  of  the 
sender. 


Country  of  origin 

Certifloate  of  dispatch. 

Herewith.... nnmbers  of  customs 
declarations. 


Insured  value 

Amount  of  trade  charges  to  be  col- 
lected  


For 


For  applicatioii  Or 
the  postage 
or  indicatiOB  of 
charge  IsTled. 


[Place  of  destination] 
[Street  and  Ko.] 


Weight 


Custom  duties.) 


Route. 


J 


I  This  is  to  be  filled  out  by  the  office  of  exchange  through  which  the  paioel  entered  the  coontrj  of 
destination. 
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B. 

(Back.) 
Receipt  of  the  addressee. 

The  undersigned  dechires  that  he  has  received  {thSparMils  indicated  1®"  the  front  of  the 
present  hullotin. 

,the ,189  . 

[Nignatnre.J 


c. 


Place  of  depart  nre ; 


Country  uf  origin: 


Place  of  destination : 


Customs  Declaration. 


..18D.. 


Costal  parcels. 

Designation  of  contents. 

Value. 

Wei 

gilt. 

• 

ObRerva- 
\  ions. 

Hamber. 

Kind. 

Gross. 

Net. 

.Sender. 


D, 


• 

476. 

1 

Barmen  1. 

A 

• 
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E. 


Postiil  Adrainistration 
of 


ParceU-poBt  service    Cfrtiftcate  of  prepayment 


Kotico  to  deliver  to  the  addressee,  tree  of  entry  charges,  the  poatal  parcel.,  herewith,  Ko. 

dispatched  frooi for 

Addressed  to 

Stamp  of  the  dispatching 
office. 


Id  ret  11  mill "  the nresent notice,  debit  the offioe '..... -vith  the  a 

miount  of  the  charges 

due  but  nut  paid. 

Details  of  entry  charges. 

Amount. 

...                                                        ..                                                                                                                                                                                            4.                                                                              4.4. 

Total 

Betamed  to  the  office  of  exchange  of 


>  Gire  name  of  dispatching  offioe. 


Stamp  of  the  oflice  oi 
destination. 
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Conntrj  of  origin. 


hiil  ihmcing  poifal  paretlt  ditpatcheil  front  the  Exchange  o_Sice  of. . 
for  Ikt  Erchamge  ojjire  of 

I>i^tolMd[....thniiiJ11oi]tbe ,l8...iit 


[^..to- 

omeo- 

Nombwot- 

,& 

'"•-',33:'"'°" 

1 

\ 

at 

jolry 

ori 
giD. 

tlus- 
Uon. 

a'^ 

11 
i 

1  • 

oltlru  ID  Ihe 
recijjvlng 

By  the 

oS^^'^"i£e 
diepHlibing 

Amount  of 

ln.iia 
ehure,^  to 
bui^lMted 

Fnnu 

Ft.  |Cib». 

Ft.  [Cm.. 

Ft.     Cms. 

1 

1 

» 

* 

e 

T 

8 

• 

10 

11 

12 

T,„ 

'■■- 

1 

Tie  officiil  in  chargo  attbc  offloe 
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O. 


Postal  Admtnlatration 
of 


PARCELS-POST  SERVICE. 


BULLETIN  OF  VERIFICATION 


For  the  correction  and  the  statement  of  the  errore  aud  irregularitite  of  ail 

kinds  diacoiuTed  in  the  mail  from  the  exchange  office  of 

for  th^  exchange  office  of 


Disptttchof  tho ,  m..,  at. 


MISSING  PARCEL& 


Number  of— 


Order. 


Entry. 


Place  of 
origin. 


Addrem 
[aa  exact  aa  possible]. 


Amonst  of 
postage  paid. 


Verllicatlon  | 

of  the  ofDce  Gbsi^rratioDS.: 
ofdeatination. 


DAMAO£  TO  PARCELS. 


[Description  and  apparent  caase  of  damage,  and  other  observaticnka.! 


Number  of— 

Plac-e  of 
origin. 

Address  of— 

Contents. 

Weight. 

Declared 
valne. 

DoicriptioD 
of  rocoptacle 

[basket. 
sack,oet.]. 

Order. 

Entry. 

Sender. 

Addressee. 

1 

.  ...>....... 

IBRBGULAKITIES. 


[MlMing  parcel-bill,  wrapper  or  sealing  insufficient,  ete.] 


BKROBS. 

Number  of— 

Place  of 
origin. 

Name  aud  address  of 
the  addressee. 

Weight. 

Amount  of 
postage  paid. 

Correction  »f 
the  office  of 
dsstination. 

Order. 

Entry. 

Tnt&I Total  v«ri 

fled 

At. 


.,  the ,  189.. 


At. 


..the 


.,  1». 


The  official  in  charge  of  the  office  of  destination. 


The  official  in  charge  of  the  dispatching  office. 
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H. 


Cofaniry  of  origin 


^To/toe  of  trade  chargee  to  be  collected. 


Theoilloeof is  requested  to  indicate  below  whether  the 

I>aYceI  dispstohed  this  dny,  uiidcr  No ,  addressed  to  M 

A^   on  which  trade  charges  to  the  amoontof  fr cms 

to  be  eoUected,  has  been  deUvered  to  the  addressee,  npoB  the  payment  of  these  charges. 

.^t ,  the 189.. 


Xate  stamp. 


The  dispatching  office  of  exchange, 


The  article  indicated  above  arrived  here  on  the 

^^^^        C  deliTered  to  the  addressee  on  the ,  ui)on  payment  of  the  trade  charges ; 

I  refused  by  the  addressee [indicate  reasons  for  refasal]. 

At ,  the 189.. 


Date  stamp. 


The  exchange  office  of  destination. 


Form  of  request  for  return  of  a  parcel  j  or  for  its  delivery  io  anofher  addressee. 


Notice. 

In  case,  for  some  reason,  this  parcel  is  held,  I  request 
A(')  to  caurte  it  to  be  r^tumsd  imnudiatelif  at  the  risk 
and  peril  of  the  undersigned  sender. 
B(i)todeUTerittoM 


The  sender. 
[Name  or  flim,  and  address.  J 


(1)  Tbs  Miidar  must  oroas  out,  with  his  own  hand,  that  part  of  the  notloa  of  whioh  ha  does  not  make 
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iai  Adminiatratioii 


EL. 

<»f AC{  OLTC' 

'^capiiulaiing  the  monthly  BtafrmenUi  of  iii-  rranii. 

exchange  offices  of. ...... u-  to   ct  ljum< 


!•«• 


lloutL  ol.. 


L 
\ 


Ho.  of 

«rU«r. 


DesignatJon  of  tho 

exchaof^e  offices  of  des- 

tinaUon. 


1.... 
2.... 
3.... 
4.... 
5,  etc 


Amttwr. 

tb»    i^m.i 

OH'  i     ii<'  : 


Uv 


i  per  cent  on  amoaot  of 
trade  charges  effect*  * 
b^  the  Otlice  of  dontiua 
tion 

Total* 

Amonut  to  tho  en  dit  uf 
the  office  of 


)f 

le 
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Postal  AdminiBtration  of. 


m 

o 

I 

« 


o 
H 


INQUIRY  FOR  A  POSTAL  PARCEL. 

Offic«of  mailing 

Date  of  mailing 

Number  of  entry 

Address 

Goutonts 

Weight 

Declaration  of  valae 

Trade  charge 

Request  for  return-receipt 

[if  so.  add  the  letters  A.  R.] 

Name  and  address  of  sander 

Forwarded  the ,  18...,  by  the  ezebanite  oiBce  of 

to  the  exchange  office  of under  No of  the  Way  Bill. 

Date Signature 


d  o 

c€  o 

S  ©a 

»-- 


ce 
B 


9     . 


r  Postal  Administration  of 

was  delivered  the ,  18...,  to. 

The  parcel  described  below- 


o 
-% 

J 

o 
H 


could  not  be  discoyered  at  the  office  of  destination ;  and  the  present 
inquiry  la,  therefore,  transmitted  to  the  first  intermediary  Office  in  order  to  aaoertata  the 
data  regarding  its  forwarding. 
Date Signature 


Postal  Administration  of 

Roforwarded  the ,  18...,  by  the  exchange  office  of 

to  tlie  nxcliniigo  ofllco  of ,  under  No of  the  Way  Dill. 

Date Signature 


Postal  Administration  of 

Reforwarded  the ,  18...,  by  the  exchange  office  of 

to  the  oxohangc  office  of ,  under  No of  the  Way  Bill. 

Date Signature 


Postal  Administration  of 

Reforwarded  the 18. ...  by  tho  exchange  office  of. 

to  the  exchange  ofllice  of ,  under  No of  the  Way  Bill. 

Date Signature 


riKAL  DEOLABATION 


qf  the  Office  of  dettinatinn,  or  fj/the  inUnihtdiary  OjUs  which  can  not  prove  the  rcguiar  trantmn 
the  parcel  to  the  next  Ojfiioe. 


i 


ARBANGSMBNT  COlfOERNJirG  THE  COLLBOTIOV  SERVIOE  OONOLUDED  BETWEEN 
QEHMANT  AND  THE  GERMAN  PROTECTORATES,  THE  GREATER  REPUBLIC  OF 
CENTRAL  AMERICA,  AUSTRIA  HUNG  ART,  BELGIUM,  BRAZIL,  CHILE,  THE  DOMIN 
WAN  REPUBLIC,  EGYPT,  FRANCE,  ITALY,  LUXEMBURG,  NORWAY,  TtiE  NETHER- 
LANDS, THE  NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES,  PORTUGAL  AND  THE  PORTUGUESE 
COLONIES,  ROUMANIA,  SWEDEN,  SWITZERLAND,  TUNIS,  AND  TURKEY. 

Abticlk  Fibot. 

The  collection  serrice,  between  those  contractini;  ooun tries  whose  Postal  AdmiDis- 
tntions  agree  to  reciprocally  undertake  the  service,  is  goYerned  by  the  provisions 
of  the  present  Arrangement. 

Abticue  2. 

1.  There  are  admissible  for  collection  receipted  bills,  invoices,  promissory  notes, 
drafts,  interest  and  dividend  coupons,  amortized  title  deeds  and  generally  all  com- 
Biercial  or  other  values,  payable  without  charge,  whose  amount  does  not  exceed  per 
article  1,000  francs  coin  or  an  equivalent  sum  in  the  niuuey  of  each  country.  The 
Postal  Administrations  of  two  corresponding  countries  may,  by  common  consent, 
adopt  a  higher  maximum. 

However,  the  Administrations  which  can  not  undertake  the  caHbiug  of  interest 
and  dividend  coupons  and  of  umortized  title  deeds,  shall  adviHe  the  other  Adminis- 
trations thereof  turon^h  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau. 

2.  The  Postal  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  may  likewise  undertake 
to  cause  bills  to  be  protested,  to  institute  judicial  proceedings  as  regards  debts,  and, 
by  common  consent,  make  tbe  necessary  provisions  regarding  this  service. 

Articlb  3. 

The  amount  of  the  values  to  be  collected  must  be  given  in  the  money  of  the  coun- 
try charged  with  the  collection. 

Articlb  4. 

1.  The  transmission  of  values  to  be  collected  is  effected  by  regiHtered  letter 
addressed  directly  by  the  sender  to  the  post-office  which  is  to  collect  the  amount. 

2.  The  same  article  may  contain  several  values  to  be  collected  by  one  and  the 
same  post-office  from  different  debtors  lor  the  beuefit  of  one  sender.  However,  the 
same  article  must  not  contain  values  to  be  collected  from  more  than  five  debtors. 

Articlb  6. 

1.  The  charge  for  an  article  transmitted  in  conformity  with  Article  4  preceding, 
must  not  exceed  that  of  a  registered  letter  of  the  same  weight.  This  charge  goes 
entirely  to  the  Postal  Administration  of  the  country  of  origin. 

2.  A  receipt  for  the  article  is  furnished  to  the  sender  free  of  charge  at  the  moment 
of  mailing. 

Abticlr  6. 

Part  payments  are  not  admitted.  Each  value  must  bo  paid  in  full  and  at  one 
time;  if  not,  it  is  considered  as  refused. 

Articlb  7. 

1.  The  Postal  Administration  charged  with  the  collection  levies  on  the  amount  of 
each  value  collected  a  charge  of  10  centimes  or  its  equivalent  in  the  money  of  the 
country  of  destination. 

2.  These  charges  do  not  form  the  subject  of  an  account  between  the  Administra- 
tions interested. 
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Article  8. 

1.  The  sum  which  lias  been  collected,  after  deductiog — 

(a)  the  charge  fixed  by  Article  7; 

(6)  the  ordinary  fee  for  money  orders,  and 

(c)  any  stamp  duties  which  may  apply  to  the  values — 
is  converted  by  the  post-office  which  has  made  the  collection  into  a  money  order  in 
favor  of  the  sender.     This  money  order  is  forwarded  to  him  free  of  charge. 

2.  The  values  which  could  not  be  collected  are  returned  to  the  post-office  of  mailing 
free  of  postage,  and  without  being  liable  to  nny  other  charge.  The  Administration 
charged  with  the  collection  is  not  bound  to  take  any  measures  for  guarding  any  legal 
rights  involved  or  to  make  any  statement  concerning  nonpayment. 

Articlr  9. 

1.  The  provisions  of  the  Arrangement  concerning  the  exchange  of  money  orders 
are  applicable  in  everything,  which  is  not  contrary  to  the  present  AiTangement,  to 
money  orders  issued  in  viii;ue  of  Article  8  preceding  for  the  payment  of  values  col- 
lected by  the  post-office. 

However,  collection  money  orders  which  have  not  been  paid  to  the  payees  for 
some  reason  or  other  are  not  refuuded  to  tlic  senders,  but  the  amount,  after  the  legal 
term  has  expired,  goes  to  the  Administration  of  the  dispatching  country  of  the 
values  to  be  collected. 

2.  These  money  orders  are  admitted  up  to  the  maximum  amount  fixed  in  virtue  of 
Section  1  of  Article  2. 

Article  10. 

1.  Except  in  cases  of  fwce  majeure,  the  loss  of  a  registered  letter  containing  values 
for  collection  gives  rise  for  the  benefit  of  the  sender  to  an  indemnity  of  50  francs, 
subject  to  the  conditions  determined  by  the  Universal  Postal  Convention;  the  reser- 
vation contained  in  the  final  protocol  of  that  Convention  not  being  applicable  to 
collections. 

2.  The  canes  where  a  letter  containing  values  which  have  not  been  collected  is 
lost,  come  under  the  provisions  of  Section  1,  above. 

2.  lu  case  of  loss  of  the  sumn  which  have  been  collected,  the  Administration  to 
whose  service  the  loss  is  attributable  is  bound  to  refund  the  entire  amount  of  the 
sums  lost. 

Article  11. 

No  responsibility  attaches  to  the  Administrations  for  delays  in  transmission,  either 
of  registered  letters  containiug  values  for  collection  or  of  these  values,  or  of  the 
money  orders  issued  in  payment  of  these  values. 

Article  12. 

The  stipulations  of  the  present  Arrangement  do  not  restrict  the  right  of  the  con- 
tracting partieH  to  maintain  and  conclude  special  arrangements,  as  well  as  to  main- 
tain aud  establish  more  limited  unions,  with  the  view  to  improve  the  international 
collection  service. 

Article  13. 

Moreover,  the  present  AiTangemeut  does  not  affect  the  domestic  leirislation  of  the 
contracting  countries  in  any  point  not  provided  for  by  the  present  Arran«£ement. 

Article  14. 

1.  It  is  understood  that  wherever  the  formal  provisions  of  the  present  ArraDge- 
ment  fail  to  cover  a  case,  each  Administration  has  tht^  right  to  apjuy  the  provisions 
cuuceruing  this  matter  which  are  in  force  in  its  domestic  service. 

2.  It  is,  however,  expressly  prohibited  to  levy,  either  in  the  country  of  origin  or 
in  the  country  of  destination,  any  charges  or  fees  other  than  those  contemplated  by 
the  present  Axrangement. 

Article  15. 

Any  Administration  may,  under  extraordinary  circumstances  justifying  the  mens- 
ure,  temporarily  su«peud  the  collection  service,  either  iu  a  general  manner  or  in  part, 
on  condition  that  immediate  notice  thereof  be  given,  if  necessary  by  telegraph,  to 
the  Administration  or  Administrations  interested. 
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Article  16. 

1.  The  Potftal  AdmiDistrations  of  the  contracting  conn  tries  admit  to  the  collection 
service  all  poet-offices  authorized  to  participate  in  the  international  money-order 
serrice. 

2.  They  regulate,  by  common  consent,  the  mode  of  mailing  and  transmission  of 
values  to  be  collected,  as  well  as  all  other  measures  of  detail  and  order  necessary  to 
assure  the  execution  of  the  present  Arrangement. 

Articls  17. 

The  States  of  the  Union  which  have  not  taken  part  in  the  present  Arrangement 
will  be  admitted  to  adhesion  thereto  upon  their  demand,  and  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  Uniyersal  Postal  Convention  for  adhesions  to  the  Universal  Postal  Union. 

Article  18. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings  contemplated  by  the  Uni- 
versal Postal  Convention,  the  Posttil  Administration  of  any  of  the  contracting  conn- 
tries  has  the  right  to  address  to  the  otlior  participating  Administrations,  through  the 
intermediary  of  the  International  Bnrean,  propositions  concerning  the  collection 
service. 

In  order  to  be  brought  under  deliberation,  each  proposition  mnst  be  supported  by 
at  least'  two  Aministrations  not  counting  the  one  from  which  the  proposition  ema- 
nates. When  the  International  Boreau  does  not  receive  at  the  same  time  as  ttie 
proposition,  the  necessary  number  of  declarations  of  support,  no  notice  is  taken  of 
the  proposition. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  mode  of  procedure  determined  by  section  2  of 
Article  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

3.  To  become  binding  the  propositions  mnst  obtain- 
First.  Unanimity  of  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  addition  of  new  provisions  or  to 

the  modification  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  1,  2,  3,  i,  5, 
6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15, 17,  and  19  of  the  present  Arrangement; 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  Article  16; 

Third.  Simply  an  absolute  majority  if  they  relate  to  the  interpretation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  Arrangement,  except  in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated 
in  Article  23  or  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

4.  The  resolutions,  adopted  in  due  form,  are  made  binding  in  the  first  two  cases 
by  a  diplomatic  declaration,  and  in  the  third  case  by  an  administrative  notice^ 
according  to  the  form  provided  by  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months 
alter  its  notification.  ^ 

Article  19. 

1.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1890. 

2.  It  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  without 
prejudice  to  the  right  of  each  country  to  withdraw  from  this  Arrangement  upon  a 
notice  given  one  year  in  advance  by  its  Government  to  the  Government  of  the  Swiss 
Confederation.  During  that  year  the  Arrangement  shall  continue  in  full  force  in  all 
its  provisions  without  prejudice,  to  the  settlement  of  accounts  after  the  expiration 
of  said  term. 

3.  From  the  date  on  which  the  present  Arrangement  takes  effect  all  the  stipula- 
tions previously  agreed  upon  between  the  different  Governments  or  Administrations 
of  the  contracting  parties,  in  so  far  as  those  stipulations  are  not  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  present  Arrangement,  are  abrogated,  without  prejudice  to  the  rights 
reserved  by  Article  12. 

4.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  ratified  as  soon  as  possible.  The  acta  of  rati- 
fication shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington. 

Done  at  Washington  Sie  15th  of  June,  1897* 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 

P  M  a  97 42 
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BEOULATJONS  OF  DETAIL  AND  ORDER  FOR  THE  EXECUTION  OF  THE  ARRANGE- 
KENT  CONCERNING  THE  COLLECTION  SERVICE,  CONCLUDED  BETWEEN  OERr 
MANY  AND  THE  GERMAN  PROTECTORATES,  THE  GREATER  REFUBLIO  OF  CEN- 
TRAL AMERICA,  AUSTRIA-HUNGARY,  BELGIUM,  ETC. 

I. 

1.  Every  valae  placed  in  the  post-office  for  collection  mnst — 

(a)  Bear  an  indication  of  the  stun  to  be  collected  written  ont  in  fall  (Latin  letters), 
and  in  the  money  of  the  conntry  of  destination,  of  the  name  and  address  of  the 
debtor,  as  well  as  the  signature  of  the  sender,  for  receipt; 

(d)  be  subjected  to  any  stamp  duties  which  may  be  due  in  the  country  of  origin; 

(o)  Be  entered  on  a  list  conforming  to  Form  A  annexed  to  the  present  Regulations; 

(d)  Be  transmitted,  with  the  list,  to  the  post-office  of  destination  in  an  envelope 
conforming  or  analogous  to  Form  B  attached  to  the  present  Regulations,  and  bearing 
postage  stamps  representing  the  charge  fixed  by  Article  5  of  this  Arrangement. 

2.  The  inclosures  of  value  mailed  for  collection  must  be  attached  thereto. 

3.  Interest  or  dividend  coupons  relating  to  values  of  one  and  the  same  category 
and  to  be  collected  from  one  and  the  same  person  must  be  previously  entered  on  a 
8i>ecial  BuUetin.    They  are  then  considered  as  forming  onl^  a  single  value. 

In  derogation  of  the  stipulations  siven  under  ''a"  of  Section  1  above,  for  this  kind 
of  valne,  the  amount  to  be  collected  may  be  indicated  in  figures. 

* 

1.  It  is  prohibited  to  make  on  the  collection  list  anv  annotations  other  than  those 
called  for  by  the  text  of  that  Form,  or  to  Join  to  the  values  any  letters  or  notes  taking 
the  place  of  correspondence  between  creditor  and  debtor.  If  such  annotations  are 
found  on  the  list  they  are  entirely  ignored ;  separate  letters  or  notes  are  returned^ 
free  of  charge^  to  the  sender,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  post-office  of  origin,  with 
a  slip  indicatmg  the  reason  for  return,  e.  g.,  the  words  "  Transmission  prohibited." 

Vouchers  (e.  g.,  bills  of  lading,  reexchanges,  acts  of  protest,  etc.).  which  must  be 
delivered  to  the  debtor  only  in  case  of  payment  of  the  values  wnich  tney  accompany, 
do  not  come  under  this  prohibition. 

2.  It  is  not  permitted  to  place  in  one  and  the  same  article  values  beooming  doe  on 
different  days. 

III. 

1.  llie  envelope  containing  values  for  collection,  with  the  ooUeotion  list^  is  sealed 
by  the  sender  and  mailed  at  the  post-office^  it  must  bear  the  exact  name  and  address 
o^the  sender  and  be  subject  to  the  formality  of  ref^tration. 

2.  If  an  envelope  containing  values,  duly  prepaid,  is  found  in  a  letter  box,  it  is 
treated  as  if  it  had  been  mailed  at  the  post-office.  In  case  of  nonpayment  of  postage 
or  insufficient  prepayment,  circulation  is  not  given  to  the  article. 

IV. 

1.  The  chief  of  the  post-office  of  destination  opens  the  registered  letter  and  verifies 
the  number  of  pieces  inclosed  with  the  collection  list,  as  well  as  their  amount.  The 
result  of  this  verification  is  entered  on  the  collection  list  and  certified  by  the 
signature  of  the  chief  of  the  post-office  of  destination. 

2.  When  the  number  of  pieces  announced  by  the  list  is  not  found  in  the  envelope, 
the  chief  of  the  post-office  of  destination  immediately  advises  the  dispatching  post- 
office  of  the  fact,  which  in  its  turn  notifies  the  sender;  he,  nevertheless,  proceeds  to 
collect  the  values  found  to  be  in  proper  form,  after  having  made  a  note  of  the 
missing  values  opposite  their  entry  on  the  list. 

V. 

The  values  inserted  in  an  envelo]>e  found  in  a  letter  box  (section  2  of  Article  III 
preceding)  are  given  out  for  collection,  even  when  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender 
are  not  given  either  on  the  envelope  or  on  the  collection  list,  or  on  the  values  Uiem- 
selves.  But  in  that  case  the  chief  of  the  post-office  of  destination,  after  the  collec- 
tion has  been  made,  and  in  case  he  can  not.  get  the  desired  information  from  the 
debtor,  reports  the  fact  to  his  own  Administration,  which  then  requests  the  Admin- 
istration of  the  country  of  origin  to  furnish  the  name  and  address  of  the  sender. 
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which,  for  the  money-order  servioe,  require  the  intervention  of  ezchftogepoBt-offloes 
the  articles  referred  to  in  the  present  paragraph  are  likewise  transmitted  through 
the  intermediary  of  these  post-offices. 

2.  The  list  mentioned  in  section  1  preceding  must  contain : 

(a)  The  impression  of  the  date  stamp  of  the  post-office  charged  with  the  collection ; 

(b)  The  name  and  address  of  the  sender,  date  of  mailing,  and  amount  of  the  Talaes 
mailed ; 

[e)  The  amount  of  the  money  order; 

[d)  Itemizedamount  of  charges; 

[ej  Amount  of  values  collected ; 

If)  Number  and  amount  of  values  not  collected. 

3.  The  total  of  the  money  order  and  the  charges  must  be  equal  to  the  amount  of 
the  values  collected. 

4.  The  total  of  the  sums  collected  added  to  those  not  collected  muat  be  equal  to 
the  exact  amount  of  the  values  originally  mailed. 

5.  Indications  in  the  list  which  are  not  used  are  crossed  out. 

6.  Missing  or  irregular  lists  are  claimed  or  returned  direct  from  one  post-office  to 
the  other. 

7.  In  case  of  inquiries  for  values  to  be  collected,  a  duplicate  of  the  list  which 
accompanied  the  values  must  be  furnished  by  the  sender,  to  be  tranamittad  with 
the  inquiry,  to  the  office  of  destination,  under  official  regis^ation. 


1.  The  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  conmcinnicate  to  each  other 
through  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  and  at  least  three  months 
before  the  Arrangement  takes  effect,  an  extract  from  the  provisions  of  their  domestic 
laws  and  regulations  applicable  to  the  collection  service,  especially  as  regards  the 
cashing  of  interest  coupons  and  of  amortized  title  deeds. 

2.  Any  subsequent  modification  must  be  notified,  without  delayi  in  the  same 
manner. 

xm. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings,  the  Postal  Administration 
of  any  of  the  contractinff  countries  has  the  risht  to  address  to  the  other  participating 
Administrations,  throu^  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propoaitioDS 
in  regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  present  Regulations. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  mode  of  procedure  determined  by  Article 
XLI  of  the  Regulations  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

3.  To  become  binding  the  propositions  must  obtain — 

First.  Unanimitv  of  votes^  if  they  relate  to  the  addition  of  new  provisions  or  to 
the  modification  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  I,  II,  III,  Yl^ 
VIII,  IX,  X,  and  XIV  of  the  present  Regulations; 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes,  if  tiiey  relate  to  the  modification  of  Artiolee  Y, 
VII,  and  XI ; 

Third.  Simply  an  absolute  majority,  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  other 
Articles  or  the  interpretation  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  Regulations,  exeept 
in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated  in  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postel  Con- 
ventiob. 

4.  The  resolutions  adopted  in  due  form  are  made  binding  b^  a  notification  from 
the  International  Bureau  to  all  the  Administrations  of  the  Union. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months 
after  its  notification. 

XIV. 

1.  The  present  Regulations  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  day  on  which  the 
Airangement  comes  into  force. 

2.  Tney  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Arrangement^  unless  they  be  renewed 
by  mutual  agreement  between  the  parties  interested. 

Done  at  Al^hington  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 
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O. 


Memorandum  to  he  trammiUed  to  the  eender. 


Postal  AdmixiiBtration 
of 


Date  stamp  of  tbe  office 
which  has  made  the  ooUection. 


O 


Yalnes  to  the  amoimt  of 

mailed  ontiie by  Mr 

residing  at have  been  cashed  to  the  amount  of 

This  sum,  after  dednoting  the  charges  detailed  below,  is  represented  by  the  money  order 
incloaed  herewith. 


Amount  of  the  Talnes  mailed 

Amount  of  the* values  not  collected. 

Amount  of  the  values  collected 

To  be     C  Money  order  fee 

deduotea.Jg£srta^~^*!°:::::::::::::::;;::;:;:::::::: 

Credit  to  the  sender 

*6iye  the  number  in  words. 


B. 


Postal  Administration  of 

J  Values  not  collected. 

C3  Mr 

S'*  at 

g  [ProTince  or  Department  of • ] 

[This  letter  must  be  delivered  firee  of  postage  charges.] 
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whfii  artldes  of 


y 
be 


ion  of 


stab  one 


-livery  to  the 
them  yalidity 


iitity  must  retain 
to  issne  to  him  a 


e  free  from  all  respon- 
le  has  been  dellyered, 
iitity  and  signed  by  the 


iRt  communicate  the  fact— 
118  to  be,  or  to  the  nearest 

I  u-Dces  of  the  loss  of  his  book. 


■'  <  ferred  to  in  Section  1  of  Article 
ly  article  or  the  payment  of  any 

ook. 


nintry  of  issue  to  take  all  the  neces- 
l)(>ok  upon  the  information  famished 

17. 

>t  t:iken  part  in  the  present  Arrangement 

1  lii'ir  demand  and  in  the  form  prescribed 

\  (  ution  oonceming  adhesion  to  tne  Univer- 
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ON  THX  BACK. 

llie  personal  desoription  of  the  holder,  and  a  blank  space  intended  for  the  ris^ 
Each  sheet  for  receipt  is  composed  or  two  stubs  and  two  receipts.    Each  st 
bears  the  inscription : 

Coupon  No ,  the ,  189.. 

T  iio^va  {  delivered  to  me  )  1      an  article     ) 

haA   {  ®'  >  at  the  post-office  of <  or  S 

(         cashed        >  (a money  order > 

Signature  of  the  holder 

The  stub  is  Joined  to  the  receipt  by  a  transverse  space  bearine  the  words  "Uni^ 
versal  Postal  Union.  Book  of  identity."    Between  the  words  "  Union ''^ 

and  "  Book  "  a  space  is  reserved  for  a  stamp  giving  the  name  of  the  offioe  of  issne. 

On  the  front  of  the  receipt  the  following  is  given : 

*'  Upon  the  presentation  of  this  book  and  apon  the  delivery  of  this  receipt  thm 
post-offices  of  the  contracting  countries  are  obliged  to  deliver  to  the  holder  of  thi^ 
book  any  article  of  mail  matter  calling  for  a  receipt,  and  to  pay  to  him  any  money 
order  addressed  to  him,  if  the  signature  written  on  the  stub  and  on  the  receipt  iir 
found  to  be  identical  with  the  one  given  in  the  front  of  the  book.'' 

On  the  back  of  the  stub  the  following  is  given : 

"  Upon  the  presentation  of  this  coupon, 
Article  No.  ....  has  been  delivered,  > 

or  >  originating  in  the  post-office  of 

Money  order  ....  has  been  paid,        ) 

Signature  of  the  addressee 

Signature  of  the  postal  official " 

3.  The  sheets  of  the  books,  duly  numbered,  are  attached  to  the  cover  by  a  ribbon 
in  the  national  colors  of  the  country  of  origin,  and  the  two  ends  of  this  ribbon  are 
fastened  to  the  inner  side  of  the  back  cover  by  an  official  seal. 

Articlb  3. 

1.  The  forms  of  the  books  of  identity  are  worded  in  the  language  of  the  country 
which  issues  tbem. 

2.  After  the  last  sheet  of  the  receipts  brief  instructions  are  given  in  the  language 
of  each  of  the  conntries  adhering  to  the  Arrangement  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing 
the  post-offices  with  the  necessary  explanations  for  the  execution  of  this  branch  of 
the  service. 

Article  4. 

1.  The  Postal  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  designate,  each  for  its 
own  service,  the  functionaries  who  are  authorized  to  issue  books  of  identity. 

2.  They  likewise  determine,  each  for  its  own  service,  what  documents  are  needed 
for  proving  the  identity  of  persons  making  requests  for  books  of  identity  when  fchey 
are  not  personally  known  to  the  functionaries  authorized  to  issue  books  of  identity* 

Article  6. 

1.  Ordinary  articles  are  delivered  to  the  owners  of  books  of  identity  simply  upon 
the  presentation  of  these  books. 

2.  Articles  to  be  delivered  upon  a  receipt  are  delivered  and  payments  of  money 
orders  are  made  to  addressees  presenting  a  book  of  identity  upon  the  delivery  to  the 
postal  official  of  the  receipte  detached  from  tbe  book  and  duly  signed. 

3.  However,  when  the  bearer  of  a  book  of  identity  is  well  known  at  the  post*offlce, 
it  is  not  obligatory  to  demand  the  presentation  of  his  book,  nor  to  detach  too  receipts 
therefrom  when  he  has  delivered  to  him  articles  calling  for  a  receipt  or  when  he  has 
any  money  orders  cashed. 

Article  6. 

1.  Articles  of  correspondence  must  be  delivered  and  the  amount  of  money  orders 
must  be  paid  to  holders  of  books  of  identity  in  person. 

2.  Ordinary  articles,  however,  may  be  delivered  to  a  third  party  doly  authorized 
thereto  upon  the  pr(  scntation  of  the  book,  and  other  articles  upon  the  presentation 
of  the  receipts  signed  by  the  holder  of  the  book  and  detached  therefrom;  but  tbe 
post-office  of  destmation  is  authorized  to  deliver  articles  to  a  third  party  presenting 
a  book  of  identity,  or  to  pay  a  money  order  to  such  a  party  only  upon  a  receipt  (for 
the  presentation  of  which  good  reasons  must  be  furnished)  given  by  the  latter. 
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ABnoui  7. 

The  Iawb  or  regulations  of  the  country  of  destination  determine  what  articles  of 
eorrespondence  are  to  be  considered  as  ordinary  articles,  as  well  what  articles  are  to 
Im  dekyered  only  opon  a  receipt  or  special  acknowledgment. 

Artigls  8. 

1.  The  price  of  a  book  of  identity  is  fixed  at  50  centimes,  ezclnsiye  of  the  cost  of 
'the  photograph  which  mast  be  delivered  to  tbe  post-office  oy  the  person  who  makes 
s  reqneet  for  snch  a  book. 

2.  AdminifitratioDs,  however,  which  think  they  can  not  furnish  books  of  identity 
mt  that  price  may  raise  the  price  to  the  maximnm  of  1  franc. 

3.  The  receipts  delivered  to  the  post-office  of  destination  can  not  give  riae  to  the 
collection  of  any  postage  charges  irom  the  holder  of  the  book. 

Article  9. 

Each  Administration  keeps  the  entire  sums  which  it  has  receired  in  ezeontion  of 
the  preceding  Article. 

Articls  10. 

The  receipts  contained  in  the  book  of  identity  are  detached  fk>om  the  stab  one 
after  the  other,  strictly  following  the  order  of  paging. 

Article  11. 

1.  Books  of  identity  are  valid  for  three  years  from  the  day  of  their  delivery  to  the 
holders. 

2.  At  the  expiration  of  that  term  they  may  be  vis^d,  which  gives  them  validity 
'  for  another  year. 

Article  12. 

The  post-office  which  receives  the  last  receipt  of  a  book  of  identity  mnst  retain 
its  stub,  and,  if  the  holder  demands  it,  cause  his  Administration  to  issue  to  him  a 
new  hook  of  identity  withont  requiring  other  proofs  of  identity. 

Article  13. 

The  Postal  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  are  free  from  all  reapon- 
Bibility  as  soon  as  a  money  order  has  been  paid  or  an  article  has  been  delivered, 
QpOQ  the  delivery  of  a  receipt  detached  from  the  book  of  identity  and  signed  by  the 

holdsr. 

Article  14. 

1.  In  case  of  the  loss  of  a  book  of  identity  the  holder  mnst  communicate  the  fact— 
First.  To  the  post-offlce  of  the  place  where  he  happens  to  be,  or  to  the  nearest 

post-office; 
Second.  To  the  Administration  which  issued  the  book. 

2.  In  any  case  he  remains  responsihle  for  the  consequences  of  the  loss  of  his  book. 

Article  15. 

After  such  notice  has  been  given,  the  post-office  referred  to  in  Section  1  of  Article 
U  preceding  temporarily  refuses  the  delivery  of  any  article  or  the  payment  of  any 
money  order  claimed  on  the  strength  of  the  lost  book. 

Article  16. 

It  is  the  dnty  of  the  Administration  of  the  country  of  issue  to  take  all  the  neces- 
sary measures  for  the  cancellation  of  the  lost  book  upon  the  information  famished 
by  the  holder. 

Article  17. 

The  countries  of  the  Union  which  have  not  taken  part  in  the  present  Arrangement 
will  be  admitted  to  adhere  thereto  upon  their  demand  and  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  Article  24  of  the  Universal  P'Mtal  Convention  concerning  adhesion  to  tne  Univer- 
sal Postal  Union. 
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Arttcue  18. 

1.  In  the  interral  whioh  elapses  between  the  meeting  contemplated  by  Article  25 
of  the  Uniyersal  Postal  ConTention  the  Postal  Administration  of  any  of  the  con- 
tracting conntries  has  the  rieht  to  address  to  the  other  participating  AdministrationB, 
throngh  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Borean,  propositions  concerning  the 
seryice  of  books  of  identity. 

In  order  to  be  brought  nnder  deliberation,  each  proposition  mnst  be  supported  by 
at  least  two  Administrations,  not  counting  the  one  from  which  the  proposition  ema- 
nates. When  the  International  Bureau  does  not  receive,  at  the  same  time  as  the 
proposition,  the  necessary  number  of  declarations  of  support,  no  notice  is  taken  of 
the  proposition. 

2.  Eveiy  proposition  is  subject  to  the  mode  of  procedure  determined  by  Section 
2  of  Article  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

3.  To  become  binding  the  propositions  mnst  obtain : 

First.  Unanimity  of  votes,  if  they  relate  to  the  addition  of  new  provisions,  or  to 
the  modification  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  1, 4, 5^  6, 7, 9, 
11, 12, 13. 17,  and  19  of  the  present  Arrangement; 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  other  Articles; 

Third.  Simply  an  absolute  majority  if  they  relate  to  the  interpretation  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  Arrangement,  except  in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated 
in  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

4.  The  resolutions  adopted  in  due  form  are  made  binding,  in  the  first  two  cases,  by 
a  diplomatic  declaration,  and  in  the  third  case  by  an  administrative  notioe,  in  tlie 
form  indicated  in  Article  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months  after 
its  notification. 

Abticlb  19. 

1.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1899. 

2.  It  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  without 
prejudice  to  the  right  reserved  to  each  country  to  withdraw  from  this  Arrangement 
upon  a  notice  given  one  year  in  advance  by  its  Government  to  the  Government  of 
the  Swiss  Confederation. 

3.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  ratified  as  soon  as  possible.  The  aots  of  rat- 
ification shall  be  exchanged  at  Washington. 

*Done  at  Washington  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 


UNIVERSAL  POSTAL  UNION. 

Book  of  Identity  No 

[Place  reserved  for  the  photograph  of  the  holder.] 

[Signature  of  the  holder.] 

The  Postal  Administrations  are  freed  from  all  responsibility  in  ease  of  loss  of  the 

present  book. 

Postal  Administration  of 

Book  of  indentity  No 

Valid  from to 

The  nndersigned  declares  that  the  signature  given  below  and  on  the  photograph 
has  been  written  with  his  own  hand,  by 

(1)  Given  name  and  family  name, 

(2)  Age, 

(3)  Profession, 

(4)  Residence. 

whose  identity  nas  been  duly  established. 

In  faith  of  which  the  present  book  has  been  delivered  to  him,  vftlid  for  three  years 
from  this  date, 

At ,the ,18- 

Signature  of  the  holder 

Signature  of  the  postal  official 
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DBSCRIPnON. 

1.  Height,  meten 6.  Month 

2.  Forehead 7.  Complexion 

3.  Eyee 8.  Hair 

i.  l^oee 9.  Particular  marks 

6.  Chin Visa 


(Front  of  coapon.)  Coupon  No.  L 

Thl§ of ,  18.. 


C      received      ) 
I  Imye  <  or  >  at  the  poet-offloe  of 

(      collected      S 


(       article       ) 
(  money  order.  ) 


article 

er.  5 

Signature  of  the  holder 


\ 


TJnirenal  Poatal  Union.  Book  of  Identity. 


TTponthe  preaentation  of  thia  book,  and  upon  ihe  deHrery  of  thia  receipt,  the  post-oflBoea  of  the  oon- 
'^^nujtine  oonntriea  are  bound  to  deliTer  to  Um  holder  of  thia  book  any  article  of  correapoodence  aaked 
r  which  c«lla  for  a  receipt,  and  to  pav  him  any  money  order  made  payable  to  him,  u  the  aignatnre 
the  atub  ia  found  to  be  identical  with  the  one  given  aboye. 


(Back  of  coupon.) 

The  coopona  muat  be  detached  (Vom  the  atub  one  after  the  other  in  the  order  of  paging. 
The  poai-offlce  which  reeeiyea  the  laat  coupon  retains  the  atub. 


Uniyeraal  Poatal  Union.  Book  of  identity. 


Upon  the  preaentation  of  thia  coupon 
there  haa  oeen  delivered  article  ) 

or  >  No originating  in  the  poat-oifloe  of 

there  haa  been  paid  money  order  ) 

Signature  of  theaddrcMee 

Signature  of  the  official  of  the  post-offlee  of  destination 


INSTRUCTIONS. 

Before  a  registered  letter  or  article  with  declared  yaliie  or  postal  parcel  is  deliy* 
ered,  and  before  a  monev  order  is  paid,  the  postal  official  mnst  make  sure  that  the 
photograph  reproduces  the  features  of  the  holder  of  the  book,  and  that  the  signature 
on  the  coupon  for  the  receipt  is  the  same  as  that  found  on  the  photograph,  and  on 
the  first  page  of  the  book  of  identity.  The  responsibility  of  the  Postal  Administra- 
tion ceases  as  soon  as  an  article  has  been  delivered,  or  a  money  order  has  been  paid, 
upon  the  delivery  of  a  coupon  duly  signed. 


ASBANOSMBKT  OOKOSRNIKO  THB  INTBBVBNTION  OF  THB  POSTOFPICOS  IB  OTB- 
BOBIPTIONB  FOB  NEW8PAPBB8  AND  PBBIODICAL  PUBLIOATIONS  OOBOLUDXD 
BETWEEN  GERMANY  AND  THE  GERMAN  PB0TE0T0RATE8,  THB  GREATER  REPVB- 
Lie  OF  CENTRAL  AMERICA,  AUSTRIA-HUNGARY,  BELGIUM,  BBAZIL,  BULGABU, 
CHILE,  BEPUBLIC  OF  COLOMBIA,  DENMABK,  THE  DOMINICAN  REPUBUO, 
EGYPT,  GREECE,  ITALY,  LUXEMBURG,  NORWAY,  THE  NETHBBLANDS,  PSB8IA, 
PORTUGAL  AND  THE  PORTUGUESE  COLONIES,  BOUMANIA,  BEBVJA,  SWEDEN, 
SWITZERLAND,  TURKEY,  AND  URUGUAY. 

Abticlb  FntST. 

The  postal  seryioe  of  flnbaoriptions  for  newspapers  and  periodioal  pablicatiou 
between  those  contracting  ooantries  whose  Postal  Administrations  agree  to  recipro- 
cally establish  this  service  is  governed  by  the  provisions  of  the  present  Arrangemflnl 

Abticlb  2. 

The  post-offices  of  each  conntry  receive  smbsoriptions  from  the  public  for  new»- 
papers  and  periodical  publications  published  in  the  various  contracting  countries. 

This  service  extends  likewise  to  publications  of  any  other  countries  which  eertaiu 
Administrations  are  prepared  to  furnish,  with  the  reservation  that  the  provisions  ci 
Article  16  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention  apply. 

Abticlb  3. 

1.  The  subscription  price  for  the  entire  term  of  the  subscription,  must  be  paid  at 
the  moment  when  the  subscription  is  taken.  Modifications  of  price  only  apply  to 
new  subscriptions.    They  have  no  retroactive  force. 

2.  No  subscriptions  are  taken  except  for  the  terms  given  in  the  official  liata. 

Abticlb  4. 

The  Postal  Administrations  in  becoming  intermediaries  for  subscriptions  assume  no 
responsibility  as  regards  the  duties  and  obligations  incumbent  upon  the  publishers. 

They  are  not  bound  to  refund  any  money  in  case  of  the  cessation  or  interruptiGD 
of  a  publication  during  the  term  of  subscription. 

Abticlb  6. 

The  international  subscription  service  is  effected  through  the  intervention  of 
exchange  offices  to  be  designated  by  each  Administration,  respectively. 

Abticlb  6. 

1.  Each  Administration  fixes  the  prices  at  which  it  furnishes  to  other  Administra- 
tions its  own  pnblicationSf  and  if  necessary,  the  publications  of  any  other  origin. 

In  no  case  may  these  prices  be  higher  than  those  paid  by  subscribers  in  the  country 
of  publication,  except  that  in  the  relations  between  nonadjacent  eountriee  the  tran- 
sit charges  dne  to  tne  intermediary  Offices  are  added.  [Article  4  of  the  Universal 
Postal  Convention.] 

2.  The  transit  charges  are  fixed  in  advance  on  the  basis  of  the  periodicity  of  tiie 
publications  and  their  average  weight. 

Abticlb  7. 

1.  The  Postal  Administration  of  the  country  of  destination  fixes  the  price  to  be 
paid  by  the  subscriber,  adding  to  the  net  price  fixed  in  virtue  of  Article  6  preceding 
such  charges  for  commission  and  delivery  as  it  deems  proper  to  adopt,  which  charges, 
however,  must  not  exceed  those  which  are  levied  on  subscriptions  in  its  own  oouo- 
try.  If  the  legislation  of  its  country  requires  a  stamp  duty,  a  charge  to  cover  this 
is  added. 
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2.  When  two  countries  maintaining  a  reciprocal  subscription  service  have  not  the 
same  monetary  system,  the  oet  price  is  converted  by  the  Office  of  the  country  of  des- 
tination into  the  money  of  that  country.  If  the  Administrations  have  adhered  to 
the  Arrangement  concerning  money  orders,  the  conversion  is  made  according  to  the 
rate  established  for  money  orders,  unless  the  Administrations  agree  upon  another  rate. 

Abticls  8. 

The  charges  established  in  virtue  of  Articles  6  and  7  preceding  do  not  give  rise  to 
any  special  account  between  the  corresponding  Offices. 

Articlr  9. 

The  Postal  Administrations  are  boand  to  forward  to  the  parties  concerned,  with- 
oot  charge  to  the  subscribers,  any  well-grounded  complaint  concerning  delays  and 
and  irregularities  in  the  subscription  service. 

Abticlb  10. 

1.  The  accounts  of  subscriptions  for  newspapers  fhmished  and  ordered  are  pre- 
paied  quarterly.  After  having  been  mutually  examined  and  accepted  these  accounts 
are  paid  in  coin  money  of  the  creditor  couutry. 

2.  Unless  there  is  a  contrary  understanding  between  the  Offices  interested,  the 
difference  is  paid  as  soon  as  possible  by  money  order. 

When  two  corresponding  countries  do  not  have  the  same  monetary  system  the 
■mailer  credit  is  converted  into  the  njoney  of  the  larger  credit,  in  oonformity  with 
Article  6  of  the  Arrangement  concerning  money  orders. 

3.  The  money  orders  issoed  for  that  purpose  are  not  subject  to  any  charge,  and 
may  exceed  the  maximum  determined  by  the  money-order  Anraugement. 

4.  Delayed  payments  draw  interest  at  5  i>er  cent  per  annum  in  favor  of  the  creditor 
Administration. 

Article  11. 

The  stipnlations  of  the  present  Arrangement  do  not  restrict  the  right  of  the  con- 
tracting; parties  to  maintain  or  conclnde  special  arrangements  for  the  j^urpose  of 
improving,  facilitating,  or  simplifying  the  international  subscription  service. 

Articlb  12. 

The  oonntries  of  the  Union  which  have  not  taken  part  in  the  present  Arrangement 
are  admitted  to  adhesion  upon  their  demand  and  in  the  form  prescribed  by  Article 
24  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention  concerning  adhesions  to  the  Universal  Posti^ 
Union. 

Abucue  13. 

The  Postal  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  fix  the  form  of  the 
aeoounts  designated  in  Article  10  preceding  the  periods  at  which  they  must  be  pre- 
pared, and  regulate  all  other  measures  of  order  and  detail  necessary  to  assure  the 
execution  of  the  present  Arrangement. 

Abticui  14. 

It  is  understood  that  in  cases  not  covered  by  any  formal  provisions  of  the  present 
Arrangement,  each  Administration  is  at  liberty  to  apply  the  provisions  governing  the 
matter  in  its  domestic  service. 

Artxcui  15. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings  contemplated  by  the 
Universal  Postal  Convention,  the  Postal  Administration  of  any  of  the  contracting 
countries  has  the  right  to  address  to  the  other  participating  Administrations,  through 
the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propositions  concerning  the  sub- 
scription service. 

In  order  to  be  brought  under  deliberation,  each  proposition  must  be  supported  by 
at  least  two  Administrations  not  counting  the  one  firom  which  the  proposition 
emanates.  When  the  International  Bureau  does  not  receive  at  tiie  same  time  as  the 
proposition,  the  necessary  nomber  of  declarations  of  support,  no  notice  is  taken  of 
the  proposition. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  mode  of  procednn  determined  by  Section  2 
of  Article  26  of  the  Univezsal  Postal  Convention. 
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3.  To  become  binding  the  i^ropositions  mnst  obtain — 
First.  Unanimity  of  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  addition  of  new  proYisions,  ortiie 

modification  of  the  proTisions  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7,8, 
9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16,  and  17  of  the  present  Arraogement ; 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes  if  they  relate  to  a  modification  of  Article  13; 

Third.  Simply  an  absolute  majority  if  they  relate  to  the  interpretation  of  thepr»- 
visions  of  the  present  Arrangement,  except  in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated 
by  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

4.  The  resolutions  adopted  in  dne  form  are  made  binding,  in  the  first  two  caaeLbj 
a  diplomatic  declaration,  and  in  the  third  case  by  an  administrative  notice,  aceoiaing 
to  the  form  indicated  in  Article  26  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

'  5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  moDthi 
after  its  notification. 

Article  16. 

1.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  1st  of  January,  1899. 

2.  It  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  the  Universal  Postal  Convention,  withoot 
prejudice  to  the  right  reserved  to  each  country  to  witlidraw  from  this  Arrangement 
upon  a  notice  given  one  year  in  advance  by  its  Government  to  the  Government  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation. 

3.  Current  subscriptions  must  be  served  in  the  conditions  provided  by  the  pnMot 
Arrangement  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  subscription. 

Article  17. 

1.  From  the  date  on  which  the  present  Arrangement  takes  effect,  all  the  stipulatiooi 
concerning  the  subject  previously  agreed  upon  between  the  Governments  or  Admin- 
istrations of  the  contracting  parties,  in  so  far  as  those  stipulations  are  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  present  Arrangement,  are  abrogated  without  prejudice  to 
the  rights  reserved  by  Article  11. 

2.  The  present  Arrangement  shall  be  ratified  as  soon  as  possible.  The  acts  of  ratifi- 
cation shall  be  exchauged  at  Washington. 

3.  In  faith  of  which,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  countries  enumerated  above  have 
signed  the  present  Arrangement  at  Washington^  the  15th  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven. 

[Here  follow  the  signatures.] 


1  -i 


BB0ULATI0N8  OF  DETAIL  AND  ORDER  FOR  THE  BXEOUTION  OF  THE  ARRAVOB- 
MENT  OONOERNINQ  THE  INTERVENTION  OF  THE  POST-OFFICE  IN  SUBSCRIPTIONS 
FOR  NEWSPAPERS  AND  PERIODICAL  PUBLICATIONS  CONCLUDED  BETWEEN 
GERMANY  AND  THE  GERMAN  PROTECTORATES,  THE  GREATER  REPUBLIC  OF 
CENTRAL  AMERICA,  AUSTRIA-HUNGARY,  BELGIUM,  BRAZIL,  ETC 


Each  Administration  advises  the  other  Aministrations  interested  what  exchange 
offices  it  has  designated  for  the  relations  with  each  of  them. 

n. 

The  exchange  offices  correspond  direct  with  each  other  concerning  all  matters 
relating  to  the  subscription  service. 

ni. 

1.  The  Postal  Administrations  exchanging  subscriptions  communicate  to  each  other 
a  list  (Form  A  annexed  hereto)  of  the  publications  which  can  be  subscribed  for 
through  their  intermediary,  indicating  the  conditions  of  subscription  and  the  net 
price,  inoludinpr  transit  charges,  in  gold,  applying,  if  necessary,  an  average  rate  for 
converting  their  currency  into  gold.  This  list  likewise  gives  the  average  weighty 
in  grams,  of  each  publication. 

2.  Any  subsequent  modifications  of  this  list  are  immediately  notified  from  Office 
to  Office,  through  the  intermediary  of  tiie  exchange  post-offloei^  m  these  modifiea- 
tions  are  made. 
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ANNBXBS. 


A. 


Postal  AdministrAtloB 
of 


No.  of  order 

Li$t  of  newapapera 


f  with  indication  of  price  and  oondition§  of  $uh§oription. 


Title  of  papers. 

Place  of 

publl- 
catiou. 

Perio- 
dicity. 

Average 

weight 
(l^raiiis). 

Term  of 
subscrip- 
tion. 

Net 
price. 

Transit 
charges. 

Total. 

Obseira- 
tions. 

B. 


Postal  Administration 
of 

No.  of  order 


List  of  911  hscrip tions  for newspapen. 


Desig- 
nation 
of  the 
papers. 

Plaoeof 
publi- 
cation. 

Perio- 
dicity. 

Date  on 

which  the 
BubHcrip- 

tion 
begins. 

Duration 
(months). 

Office  of 
desti- 
nation. 

Num- 
ber of 
sub- 
scrip- 
tions. 

Nnm- 
ber  of 
previ- 
ous sub- 
scrip- 
tions. 

Total 
office. 

Number  of 
subscrip- 
tions fur- 
nished pre- 
viously to 

one  sub- 
scriber, and 
ordered  by 

the  same 

exchange 

office. 

Gen- 
eral 
total 

Obser- 

va- 
tions. 

» 

At 


,  the 


■  I lov  .  •  •  • 


p  M  0  97- 


43 


[Signature  of  postal  official.] 


1 
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XI. 

1.  In  ease  the  pnblioation  of  a  jonmal  is  intermpted  or  stopped^  throuffli  some 
faalt  of  the  pablisher,  the  Administrations  lend  their  aid  to  obtain,  if  poesible,  the 
repayment  to  the  subscribers  of  the  sabscription  price  for  the  period  daring  which 
the  paper  has  not  been  served. 

2.  The  Offices  advise  eaoh  other  what  papers  are  prohibited. 

xn. 

1.  Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement,  each  exchange  post-office  preparee,  as 
soon  as  the  quarterly  orders  mav  be  considered  as  closed,  and  at  the  very  latest  on 
the  20th  day  of  the  second  month  of  the  quarter,  for  its  corresponding  post-office,  a 
special  account  (Form  C)  accompanied  by  the  Bulletins  (Form  B^  as  voachexB,  and 
on  which  it  enters  in  alphabetical  order,  and  by  subscription  periods— commencing 
with  those  of  the  shortest  duration — the  publications  furnished  to  the  correspond- 
ing post-office  from  the  closing  date  of  the  precedinff  account  to  the  date  of  the  new 
account.  Subscriptions  received  after  this  account  has  been  prepared  are  entered  in 
the  account  for  the  next  quarter. 

The  sums  due  for  furnishing  to  subscribers  single  copies  of  newspapers  or  for 
reforwardin^  papers  in  case  the  subscribers  have  changed  their  residence,  arci 
unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement,  comprised,  for  settlement,  in  the  qaartarly 
accounts. 

2.  Unless  there  be  a  contrary  arrangement,  the  mutual  accounts  are  verified  and 
settled  before  the  expiration  of  the  second  month  of  the  quarter  to  which  the 
accounts  relate.    For  countries  beyond  Europe  the  term  is  extended  to  four  months. 

3.  Any  difierences  that  may  be  found  are  arranged  in  the  next  quarterly  account. 

4.  If  necessaryi  monthly  part  payments  may  be  demanded* 

xni. 

1.  The  Administrations  of  the  contracting  countries  communicate  to  each  other 
through  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  and  at  least  three  months 
before  the  Arrangement  is  put  into  execution,  an  extract  from  the  provisions  of  their 
laws  and  Regulations  apphoable  to  the  subscription  service. 

2.  Any  subsequent  modification  must  be  notined  in  the  same  manner  without  deli^. 

XIV. 

1.  In  the  interval  which  elapses  between  the  meetings  the  Administration  of  any 
of  the  contracting  countries  has  the  right  to  address  to  the  other  participating 
Admiuistrations,  through  the  intermediary  of  the  International  Bureau,  propositions 
in  regard  to  the  stipulations  of  the  present  Regulations. 

2.  Every  proposition  is  subject  to  the  mode  of  procedure  determined  by  ArUcle 
XLI  of  the  Kegulations  for  the  execution  of  the  Universal  Postal  Convention. 

3.  To  become  binding  the  propositions  must  obtain — 

First.  Unanimity  of  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  addition  of  new  provisions,  or  to 
the  modification  of  the  provisions  of  the  present  Article  and  of  Articles  1,  II,  III,  lY, 
YII,  and  XV  of  the  present  Regulations; 

Second.  Two-thirds  of  the  votes  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  Articles  VI, 
VIII,  IX,  XI,  and  XII: 

Third.  Simplv  an  aosolute  majority  if  they  relate  to  the  modification  of  other 
Articles,  or  to  the  interpretation  of  the  various  provisions  of  the  present  Regulations, 
except  in  the  case  of  arbitration  contemplated  in  Article  23  of  the  Universal  Postal 
Convention. 

4.  The  resolutions  adopted  in  due  form  are  made  binding  by  a  notification  ttom  the 
International  Bureau  to  all  the  participating  Administrations. 

5.  No  modification  or  resolution  adopted  is  binding  until  at  least  three  months 
after  its  notification. 

XV. 

1.  The  present  Reflations  shall  be  put  into  execution  on  the  day  on  which  the 
Arrangement  comes  into  force. 

2.  l^ey  shall  have  the  same  duration  as  that  Arrangement,  unless  they  be  renewed 
by  mutual  affreemont  between  the  parties  interested. 

Done  at  Washington,  the  15th  of  June,  1897. 
[Here  foUow  the  signatures.] 


u 


n 
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ANNBXBS. 


A. 


Postal  AdministrAtloB 
of 

Vo.  of  order 

List  of  newspapers 


,,  with  indication  of  price  and  eondiOone  of  SHheoription. 


Title  of  papers. 

Place  of 
pubii- 
catiou. 

Perio- 
dicity. 

Average 

weight 
(l^mms). 

Term  of 
subscrip- 
tion. 

Net 
price. 

Transit 
charges. 

ToUl. 

Observa- 
tions. 

B. 


Postal  Administration 
of 

No.  of  order  .... 


List  of  subscriptions  for newspapers. 


Deaig- 
nation 
of  the 
papers. 

Plaoeof 
publi- 
cation. 

Perio- 
dicity. 

Date  on 
which  the 
subscrip- 
tion 

begins. 

Duration 
(months). 

Office  of 

desU- 

nation. 

Num- 
ber of 
sub- 
scrip- 
tions. 

Num- 
ber of 
previ- 
ous sub- 
sorip- 
tiona. 

Total 
office. 

Number  of 
subscrip- 
tions fur- 
nished pre- 
viously to 

one  sub- 
scriber, and 
ordered  by 

the  same 

exchange 

office. 

Gen- 
eral 
total 

Obser- 

va- 
tions. 

• 

At 


,  the 


>i  lo9  •  •  • . 


p  M  G  97 43 


[Signature  of  postal  official.] 
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C. 


Postal  AdminMiration 
of 


Quarterly  account  of  9uh$oriptiofi8  for  fiewspapera  fnmiBhed  to  the  exchange  o>c^  ^ 
by  tlie  exchange  office  of during  the quarter,  189.. » 


Nnmber  and  daration  of  snbscriptious. 

Title  of  newB- 
papers. 

Place  of  pnb- 
Uoation. 

Price  pcr- 

/^^A* 

_  ^ 

1 
month. 

2 

months. 

8 
months. 

6 
montha 

12 
months. 

sub- 
acriptiott. 

VrFUm 

total. 

Total 

The  pres«it  account  amounting  to 

And  the  account  of  the  receiving  office  being. 


There  is  dae  to  the  office  of. 
At the.. 


.,180    . 


[Signature  of  poatal  official  ] 


fWTALtfTATI^mr^  r-.^  —7- 


„k. 

HllH. 

184.  SU 

m,»« 

•I 

IS,  067 

W.4U 

4.»S,388 
3,1M,374 
as.  Ml,  Ml 
^CM.«W 

1.M1.2W 


K 
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ProportUm  ofpoBt-offioes  to  area  and  population. 


Proportion  of  post-offices  to  area. 


Country. 


Switeerland 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

Portugal 

Netherlands 

Luxemburg 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Italy 

Konmanla 

Austria 

Prance 

Hungary 

Japan '. 

Yictoria 

United  States 

Korway 

Sweden 

Spain 

Xew  Zealand 

Greece 

Hawaii 

Uruguay 

British  India 

New  South  Wales 

Bulgaria 

Tunis 

Bosnia-Hersecovina , 

Cape  of  Grood  Hope 

Egypt 

Costa  Rica 

Canada 

Dominican  Republic 

Netherlands  ISast  Indies 

Chile 

Turkey 

Argentine  Bepublic 

Ru88ia 

Siam 

BoUvia 

Kongo 


Rank. 


Square 

miles 

to  each 

post-oflice. 


1 

4.5 

2 

4.5 

3 

5.9 

4 

8.1 

6 

0.8 

6 

11.8 

7 

12.4 

8 

15 

9 

15.7 

10 

10.2 

11 

20.5 

12 

24.7 

13 

27.2 

14 

38.6 

15 

56 

16 

56.3 

17 

56.6 

18 

63.5 

10 

66 

20 

73.8 

21 

77.0 

22 

80.5 

23 

127.2 

24 

138.0 

25 

156.6 

26 

207.9 

27 

211.5 

28 

243.4 

29 

245.8 

30 

300.6 

31 

310.7 

32 

358.7 

33 

447.5 

34 

460.7 

35 

472 

36 

644.4 

37 

765.3 

38 

1,097.0 

39 

1.562.1 

40 

2,  528. 7 

41 

104,220 

Proportion  of  poat-officea  to  popnlttioB. 


Country. 


New  Zealand 

Canada 

New  South  Walea 

Victoria 

Switzerland 

United  States 

Norway 

Portugal 

Hawaii 

Uruguay 

Germany 

Ronmania 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Sweden 

Great  Britain 

Denmark 

Argentine  Bepublio 

Luxemburg 

CostoRica 

Netherlands 

Hungaiy 

lUly 

Austria 

France 

Tunis 

Chile 

Spain 

Greece 

Belgium 

Bolma •». 

Egypt 

Japan 

Dominican  Republic 

Turkey 

Russia 

Bosnia-Henegovlna 

Bulgaria 

Netherlands  East  Indies. 

British  India 

Siam 

Kongo 


Bank. 


1 
2 
8 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
10 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
20 
30 
31 
32 
S3 
34 
85 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 


PopolitiOB 

toflteh 
postoffioa 


» 
5U 

645 
751 
833 
884 

ion 
li» 
1,2a 

1,3» 

i,m 

1681 
1751 
1,845 

i.a 

2,145 

J.  561 

8,764 
a.  801 
8,984 
4,»« 
4.566 
4.661 
5.610 
5,96: 
«,»44 
7,037 
8,506 
9,751 
1«,«33 
11,111 
13,717 
15.215 
16.701 
1&291 
22.888 
25.986 
S7.50D 
4.090.000 


Number  of  articles  of  tnail  matter  of  every  hindf  ordinary  and  regietered,  domsetie  ami 

foreign,  received  and  eent,  to  each  inhabitant. 


Country. 


United  States 

New  South  Wales.. 

Great  Britain 

New  Zealand 

Victoria 

Switzerland 

Belgium 

Netherlands 

France 

Germany 

Hawaii 

Argentine  Republic 

Canada 

Denmark 

Luxemburg 

Austria 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Chile 

Norway , 

Sweden 


Number 

Rank. 

of 

articles. 

1 

90 

2 

89.9 

8 

75.8 

4 

62.8 

5 

57.4 

6 

55.1 

7 

54.7 

8 

47.5 

9 

44.7 

10 

42.2 

11 

37.6 

12 

84 

13 

33.9 

14 

29.7 

15 

27.6 

16 

27.2 

17 

18.4 

18 

17 

19 

16.9 

20 

15.4 

21 

15.1 

Country. 


Uruguay 

Portugal 

Hungary 

Japan 

Spain 

Roumania 

Costa  Rica 

Greece 

Tunis 

Bulgaria 

Bosnia-Herzogoviua  — 

Russia 

Egypt 

Dominican  Republic 

British  India 

Turkey 

Netherlands  Bast  Indies 

Bolivia 

Siam 

Kongo 


Number 

of 
articles. 


13.8 
U.4 
10.0 

lao 

&6 
&5 
&2 

6.6 
5.6 
4.7 
3.8 
3.1 
2.6 
1.5 
1.4 
.48 
.48 
.34 
.1 


FORBION   HAILS — FOET&L  mO!!   BTlTUnO. 
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Number  of  ariicUa  receive  and  dispatched  in  the  international  maiU, 


A.— RBCEIVED. 


Country. 


Gennany 

Anstria 

United  States 

France 

Hnngary 

Italy 

Switzerland 

Bassfa 

Beleium 

ITetnerlaDds 

Si»aln 

Argentine  Bepnblic  . . . . . 

Sweden 

Xew  Soath  Wales 

British  India 

Denmark 

Xorwav 

Cape  or  Good  Hope 

Portugal 

Bonmania 

Greece 

Tunis 

^ew  Zealand 

Egypt  

Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Balgaria 

Turkey 

Luxemburg 

Japan  

Uruguay  

ChUe 

Nethorlands  East  Indies. 

Hawaii 

Bolivia 

Siam 

Costa  Bioa 

Dominican  Republic 

Kongo 


Letters. 


M 

a 
« 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

0 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

81 

32 

83 

34 

35 

86 

37 

38 


Kumber. 


75, 786. 

55, 543, 

54,919, 

49, 322, 

19, 092, 

18,629, 

18,315, 

15. 879, 

14, 784, 

12, 106, 

11.996, 

8,839, 

7,790, 

6,871. 

5.453, 

4,483. 

4,:i08, 

3,608, 

3,547, 

2,800. 

2,650, 

2,616, 

1, 970, 

1,884, 

1,536, 

1.418. 

1,316, 

1, 313, 

1.202, 

1, 101. 

863, 

836, 

287, 

142. 

104, 

102, 

88, 

50, 


010 
510 
924 
394 
660 
043 
882 
159 
640 
141 
462 
136 
296 
076 
310 
304 
900 
488 
172 
653 
284 
120 
086 
OOU 


Post  cards. 


078 
970 
899 
598 
817 
040 
899 
567 
371 
137 
020 


2 

1 

6 

10 

8 

9 

4 

5 

7 

8 

19 

28 

18 

26 


12 
14 
24 
20 
11 
22 
25 
31 
21 


017  I  15 
388  '  18 
182 


27 
16 
17 
30 
29 
23 


Number. 


16.038,650 

17, 255, 220 

3,285,928 

2,192,340 

7,159,980 

2,678,328 

4, 135. 521 

3,390,295 

8, 256, 757 

2, 997, 841 

208,205 

30,265 

538,395 

61, 410 


087,288 
433,200 

60,996 
159,702 
607,684 

78,196 

67,456 
6,477 

90,000 
896,628 
224,970 

35,596 

386,758 

816, 914 

7,743 

9,954 

64,861 


Prints  and 

commercial 

papers. 


s 


2 

4 

1 

8 

18 

7 

5 

9 

6 

11 

8 

14 

19 

16 

10 

28 

18 

16 

21 

20 

26 

24 

12 

22 

29 

27 

31 

30 

32 

17 

23 

26 

34 

35 

36 

38 

87 

38 


Numbef. 


30,865, 

12,849, 

50,714, 

25, 759, 

6,123, 

9.625, 

11.282. 

8,842, 

10, 612, 

6,169, 

9,249. 

4,767. 

2.592, 

4,«i7. 

8.981, 

1,410, 

2.658. 

4,535. 

2,371. 

2.677, 

i.«a6, 

1.845, 

6,856, 

2,139. 

1.299, 

1.465, 

725, 

864, 

707, 

8,773, 

2,059, 

1,570, 

314, 

168. 

120, 

327, 

•1, 

47. 


700 
220 
137 
097 
930 
114 
836 
594 
826 
356 
246 
651 
967 
038 
408 
684 
800 
128 


SamplM. 


568 

296 
643 
114 
464 
412 
886 
060 
780 
642 
020 


5  I  Nonibcr. 


1 
2 

4 
3 
9 
6 
7 

10 
6 
8 

11 


12 


14 
16 
21 


673  17 

888  16 

568  25 

432  18 

737  13 

000  :  22 

046  24 

500  i  19 

355  29 


23 
26 
27 
28 
20 


80 
33 
31 
82 
34 


4,mn« 

2,401.91 
1,811, » 
1.83S.1M 

s».w 
i,os,sn 

1,018,471 
513.416 

1,SZ2,1M 
828,  OM 
487,  IN 


415.  IM 


342.89 
185.W 

56,148 
134,  OS 
137,450 

3158 

us,w 

384.  S« 
56.  ON 
45.787 
•».778 

23,  oa 

90,958 
26,441 
25,  ON 


6B,oca 


6.3S8 

xm 

4,0JI 

8,128 

411 


B— DISPATCHED. 


(Germany 

Austria 

United  States. 

France 

Italy 


Switzerland 

Belgium 

Bussia 

Nethfarlands 

Spain 

lYew  Soutb  Wales  . . 
Argentine  Republic 

Sweden 

British  India 

Denmark 

Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Portugal 

Norway 

Boumania 

Tunis 

Greece 

Bgypt 

Bosnia-Herzegovina 

New  Zealand 

Turkey 

Japan  

Luxemburg 

Bulgaria ., 


1 
2 
8 
4 

5 
0 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
18 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 


82, 124, 120 

61.711.430 

58. 069. 812 

53.242,072 

18. 661. 565 

16. 647. 120 

16.311,594 

15,  580, 890 

13,964,622 

10, 069, 555 

8,883.386 

6, 143, 410 

5, 829, 328 

6, 027, 978 

4,708,422 

4, 660, 620 

3, 562, 881 

3, 485, 207 

3,288,480 

2, 795. 279 

2,201,652 

2.031,037 

1,893,000 

1,660,513 

1, 612, 755 

1, 101, 092 

1,096,080 

1,088,212 

068,262 


2 
1 
8 
10 
6 
3 
4 
5 
9 
7 

18 
21 
26 
13 


12 
26 
20 
16 
11 
27 
21 
22 
16 
32 
28 
17 
14 
10 


16,219,850 

21,648,240 

2.679,645 

2,128,265 

8,064,864 

7,191,520 

6,846,783 

4,225,260 

2,292,471 

2,988,934 

199.464 

81,000 

63,052 

464,677 


750,068 

60,108 

146,765 

861,868 

836,401 

48,128 

76^042 

70,000 

250,207 

4,482 

28,880 

201,844 

410.202 

166.280 


8 

4 

1 

2 

7 

12 

0 

6 

U 

10 

6 

8 

18 

21 

15 

10 

14 

16 

26 

24 

26 

18 

28 

82 

17 

80 

27 

20 

21 


88,066,840 

19,882,420 

56,709,664 

62,911,777 

9,575,614 

8, 626, 040 

6, 636, 071 

11,773,047 

5, 160, 060 

6,762,733 

10,067,121 

8,794,058 

3,086,802 

066,534 

1,606.305. 

1,077.418 

1,616,088 

1,483.478 

704,118 

816,367 

788.662 

1,161,506 

666.000 

266,417 

1.440.604 

486,204 

787.178 

472,238 

842,078 


2 
3 
0 

1 
6 

10 
8 
6 
7 
4 

U 


20 


13 
17 
10 
2S 
18 
18 
28 
16 
27 
16 
2i 


3, 734. 410 

2.056.860 
712.207 

3.974.000 
003,776 
4&5.090 
700,806 

1.122,838 
00A,741 

1,142.840 
870,646 


88,857 


173,248 

80.756 


80.801 


66.688 

15.154 


IB^ 
00, 


24,115 
2^62A 
84k  644 
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Number  of  arUeht  reoehed  and  dispatched  tii  the  international  maiU — Continued. 

B.— DISPATCHED-Cootinaed 


Country. 


Tiotoria 

UracnAT 

Chfle 

KetherlaiMU  Ea«t  Indies 

HAwaii 

BollTlft 

BUua 

Cott»Bica 

Bominicaii  Repablio 

"Koiy^ .,,,.,, ........... 


Letten. 


30 
31 
32 
33 
84 
3& 
36 
37 
38 
30 


Number. 


012,860 

812, 411 

803. 5«4 

630,660 

281,640 

114,860 

83;  861 

70,100 

70,607 

48,020 


Post  cards. 


81 
20 
24 


35 
34 
36 
80 


Number. 


5,811 
14,160 
75,380 


3,408 

2,877 

8,020 

515 

10,564 


Prints  and 

coniniert^lal 

papers. 


20 
23 
22 
38 
35 
37 
36 
34 
38 
30 


Namber. 


1,083.303 

877.404 

003,243 

218,856 

88.188 

82,547 

42,404 

180,330 

14,730 

1,040 


Samples. 


a 


14 
20 
30 
28 


82 
31 
84 
86 


Number. 


150,702 

4.270 

2,107 

30,657 


835 
416 
520 
170 
64 


ParcelS'poet. 
PARCELS  RECEIYBD  IK  THE  INTERNATIONAL  MAILS. 


Country. 


Hnogary 

Germany 

Anatria 

Switserland 

Franoe 

Italy 

Great  Britain 

Belgiiun 

Denmark 

Ketfaerlanda 

BonnuHiia. ............. 

Spain 

Boania-Herxegovina 

Lnaembnrg 

•i^i^ft 

Norway 

Sweden 

Britiah  India 

Tnnia 

Egypt 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Bnlgaria 

Portogal 

New  Soath  Wales 

Netherlands  Beat  ladles 

Victoria 

New  Zealand 

Greece 

Argentine  Repoblic... 

Uragnay 

Chfle 

Costa  Rica 

Kongo.................. 

Slam 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

16 

16 

17 

18 

10 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

20 

80 

81 

32 

83 

84 

85 


Number  of  parcels  receiyed. 


TotaL 


5,125,400 

2,861,580 

1, 096, 711 

1, 442, 536 

785,405 

777,023 

610.503 

472,500 

437,487 

434.348 

288.078 

221,760 

186,284 

133.750 

180,000 

128,837 

104,636 

87,244 

72.300 

61,585 

57,806 

51,446 

33,364 

27,666 

22,004 

10,454 

10,132 

18,813 

6.000 

5,748 

5,251 

2,072 

1,101 

1,002 


Ordinary. 


4.572, 

3,651, 

2,670, 

1,804, 

1.400, 

711, 

704, 

608, 

45b, 

426, 

800, 

288, 

115, 

131, 

W. 
123, 
118, 
104, 

87. 

66, 

«1, 

54. 
40, 


560 

723 
860 
721 
506 
815 
134 
470 
434 
420 
204 
078 
526 
033 
563 
300 
187 
636 
244 
600 
585 
736 
647 


27,666 


10, 
10, 
18, 
6. 
6, 
6, 
2, 
It 
1» 


454 
132 
813 
900 
748 
251 
072 
101 
002 


With 

declared 

Talue. 


552,840 

343,211 

290,720 

101,090 

41,040 

74,000 

73,789 

U,024 

17, 165 

12,067 

35,144 


106,284 
6,105 

42,196 
6,700 

10,660 


5,800 


2,660 

1,709 

83,364 


22,904 


Value  of 

parcels  with 

declared 

value. 


$0, 046, 811. 10 

66,857,608.64 

8, 760. 336. 17 

12,123,872.07 

1,591,086.08 

1,811,812.21 


>••••< 


24, 121. 14 

6,017,003.02 

080,400.00 

2,034,837.60 


4,256,003.02 
618,408.47 
4, 366, 627. 84 
8,260,008.26 
2,006,400.68 


14,652.20 


76,610.06 

06,207.61 

262,140.07 
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Parcel8-po8t — Continaed. 

PARCELS  DISPATCHED  IN  THE  INTERNATIONAL  MAILS. 


Country. 


Germany 

Anatria 

France 

Hungarv 

Switserland 

Great  Britain 

Italy 

Beleinm 

NeuierlandB 

British  India 

Bosnia-Hersegovina. ... 

Lnxembixrg 

Denmark 

Spain 

gsypt 

Rnsaia 

Sweden 

Tnnia 

Victoria 

New  South  Wales 

Norway 

Bonmania 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Argentine  Republic 

New  Zealand 

Netherlands  East  Indies 

Bulgaria 

Greece 

Portugal 

Chile 

Uruguay 

Siam 

Japan 

CoetaRioa 

Kongo 


Bank. 


Number  of  paroels  reoelTed. 


Total. 


1 

6,147,827 

2 

3,041,300 

3 

2,87U,0d4 

4 

1, 842, 100 

5 

1, 180, 174 

6 

1,013,680 

7 

434, 611 

8 

392,026 

9 

206,687 

10 

105,722 

11 

79,687 

12 

76,024 

13 

72,845 

U 

60,675 

15 

52,900 

16 

44,911 

17 

36, 453 

18 

34,640 

19 

32.284 

20 

26.971 

21 

25,816 

22 

22,747 

23 

16,323 

24 

7,738 

25 

7,29M 

26 

6,829 

27 

4,896 

28 

4,637 

29 

8.293 

30 

2,288 

31 

2,123 

32 

489 

38 

373 

34 

817 

85 

88 

Ordinary. 


5,949,715 

2,599,280 

2, 734, 311 

1,484,200 

1,002,610 

1,013,680 

417.916 

382,257 

197,204 

105,722 

89,589 

71,409 

64,038 

60,675 

46,900 

7,932 

83,611 

34,640 


21,970 

14,107 

16,323 

7,738 

7,298 

6,829 

4,264 

4,637 

3,237 

2,288 

2,123 

489 

872 

817 

88 


With 

declared 

value. 


198,112 
442,020 
135.783 
847,900 
177,564 


1124, 598, 773.0* 

20.47e,K3.r 

8, 907, 840. » 

7,7B4,6BL0D 

21,998,mS! 


16,096 
9,796 
9.483 


40,088 
4,615 
8,807 


8,000 

86,979 

2,842 


82,284 

26,971 

3,846 

8,640 


632 


56 


Y8l0««f 

paroeliwlttt 

deekred 

tsIqc. 


94«,80.tt 
2S,8n.» 

947.S00in 


3, 523. 0(7.  M 

723, 088.  n 

2,184,1&U 


23,5N.6D 
1,670,  on.  33 
6,782,456.87 


213,M.tt 

1,866.8»1.37 

500,256.00 


525,(00.00 


1,793.35 


Postal  income  and  expenditure. 


Country. 


Germany 

United  States 

Great  Britain 

France 

Russia 

Austria 

Italy 

Hungary 

British  India 

Japan 

Swltserland 

Spain 

Belgium 

Canada 

Argentine  Republic 

Yictoria 

Netherlands 

New  South  Wales 

Sweden 

Denmark 

Ronmania 

Portugal 

New  Zealand 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Norway 

Turkey 

Egypt 

Bulgaria 

Netherlands  East  Indies 

ChUe 

Greece «. 

Uruguay 

Luxemburg 

Bosnla-Hersegovina 

Tunis r. 

BoliTla 

Kongo 

Slam 


Rank. 


1 

2 

8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

80 

31 

82 

88 

84 

35 

96 

87 


Income. 


$78, 

76, 

55, 

43, 

30, 

21, 

9. 

8, 

7, 

5, 

4, 

4, 

3, 

8. 

8. 

8, 

3, 

3. 

2, 

1. 

1, 

1, 

1. 

1, 


499,834.05 
983, 129. 19 
820,410.25 
402,240.80 
936,091.20 
94^392.86 
785,232.57 
092,063.47 
938,635.00 
003,316.04 
977.747.03 
612,820.94 
814,415.00 
733,035.93 
522,442.80 
205, 822. 24 
157,084.93 
005,481.34 
471,590.25 
780, 508. 60 
664,842.79 
801.324.26 

179. 982. 22 
112, 619. 09 
958,480.55 
938,906.69 
553, 750. 00 
525,037.07 
464,767.83 
387,561.04 
314,088.04 
283,968.62 
234,087.24 
200,812.40 

185. 390. 23 
74, 145. 63 
28.136.39 
10,440.81 


Country. 


United  Stotes 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Russia 

Austria 

Italy 

British  India 

Hungary 

Argentine  Republic 

Canada 

Swltserland 

Japan 

New  South  Wales 

Netherlands 

Victoria 

Swed«i 

Spain 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Roumania 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Portugal 

,  Norway 

New  Zealand 

Netherlands  East  Indies. 

Bulgaria 

Egypt 


SBs: 


Turkey 

Uruguay 

Greece 

Luxemburg 

Bosnla-HersegoTlna. 

Tunis 

Bolivia 

Siam 


Rank. 


1 
2 

8 

4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
0 
10 

u 

12 
18 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
81 


84 


$88^790, 

71,314, 

88.990, 

84,619. 

22,502. 

20,841. 

9,862, 

6,338, 

5,863, 

5,243, 

4,772, 

4.597. 

4,088, 

3, 

2,088. 

2,556. 

2.248, 

2.148, 

2,106, 

l.«75. 

1.5«l. 

1,282. 

1.033. 

972. 

894. 

737, 


172.82 
511.96 
212.22 
57S.78 
966.20 
433.79 
220l64 
110.73 
906.23 
020  86 
856.52 
415.94 
919.46 
40 
278.45 
090.07 
785.06 
503.77 
788.02 
567.08 
444.05 


477, 
872, 


ta. 

309. 
267. 
220. 
184, 
122. 
41, 


344.86 

819.06 
450.27 
314.05 
670.38 
664.00 
87&83 

8n.a 

686.80 

894.77 
380.88 
245.72 
666.79 
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Po$faJ  §Hrp1u8  afid  d^fioiencjf. 


Conntiy. 


Bank. 


Britain 

1 

I «,,..«•■,••»,»»«••• 

2 

8 

ii» 

4 

•■.'  •-••--•••••-•••-• 

6 

rv. 

6 

aj........ ......... 

an 

7 

a 

8 

9 

IndlA 

10 

i*. 

11 

f 

12 

landn 

rlftnd 

13 
14 

MUand 

IS 

al 

16 

1 

17 

rk 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Sarplat. 


$16,830,180.80 

8,782,606.02 

8, 433, 406.  OO 

7.184,822.10 

2, 464, 317. 17 

2,228,068.24 

1,708,636.08 

1, 604. 068. 57 

1,604,896.58 

1,600,524.27 

640, 732. 17 

602,252.60 

404,206.48 

8O0,33L0O 

285,637.86 

267,418.26 

222,804.59 

105, 081. 52 

103,408.74 

76, 435. 96 

4, 210. 5L 

1,000.35 


Country. 


United  States 

A  rgentioe  Kepublio 

CM&ada 

New  South  Wales 

Netherlands  Koat  Indies 

Cape  of  Good  Hope 

Bolivia 

Balf(arla 

UniKUAy 

Chile 

Luxeinbarg 

Siam 

Bosnia-Herzcgoviua 

Norway 


Rank. 


1 
2 
8 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

0 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


Deficiency. 


$0,807, 

1, 721, 

1,039, 

458, 

273, 

110, 

48, 

40, 

37. 

35, 

23, 

22, 

20, 

14, 


048.68 
178.06 
320.50 
241.06 
051.26 
708.71 
090.08 
418.20 
910. 21 
100.34 
570.56 
126.48 
082.87 
172.61 


sre  is  a  surplus,  but  It  is  impofisible  to  show  It,  as  the  flgnres  given  as  "income**  only  relate  to 
:eceipta.  while  the  figures  given  as  *' expend! tare'*  cover  the  poital  atid  teUgraph  expenses.— 

»F  THE  IimilHATIONAL  BUKIAU. 

SuhMietpaid  to  BUamsMp  compantM.a 


Country. 


Sritain 

r  Good  Hope 

Indies 

lands 


Bank. 


1 
2 
8 

4 
6 
6 
7 


Annual  sub- 
sidy. 


$4,065,085.06 

8,462,617.82 

1,850,826.66 

1,044,456.55 

481,777.68 

817,245.68 

232,282.60 


Country. 


New  South  Wales , 

Victoria 

New  Zealand , 

Netherlands  East  Indies 

Denmark 

Belgium 

Greece 


Rank. 


8 
0 
10 
11 
12 
18 
14 


Annual  sub- 
sidy. 


$103,830.00 
121,784.54 
75.606.07 
63,788.43 
53.640.57 
52,747.46 
23,732.00 


» amounts  given  in  this  table  are  the  sums  which  were  reported  to  the  International  Bureau  as 
de  subsidies  paid  to  the  steamship  companies,  irrespective  of  the  quantity  of  mail  carried, 
countries,  e.  g..  Germany,  Austria,  Russia,  etc..  pay  large  subsidiee  to  steamship  companies,  but 
ounte  were  not  reported  to  the  Intematioual  Bureaiiu 
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Post-Office  Depabtment, 
Office  of  Thibd  Assistant  Postmasteb-Genbbal, 

Washington,  D.  0.,  October  7,  1897. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  work  of  this  Bureau 
for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897: 

FIKANGIAL  STATEMENT. 

The  postal  revenue  for  the  year  and  the  total  actual  exi>enditures  are 
as  follows: 

Ordinary  postal  revenne,  consistiDg  of— 

SaleB  of  postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  newspaper  wrappers, 

and  postal  cards $78,959,645.66 

Receipts  from  box  rents 2,522,851.21 

Letter  postage  paid  in  money  (made  np  priucipally  of  balances 

dne  from  foreign  postal  administrations) 154, 822. 81 

Miscellaneons  receipts 23, 5'i5. 66 

Pines  and  penalties 26,579.29 

Receipts  from  unclaimed  dead  letters 11,437.04 

Total  ordinary  postal  revenne 81,698,281.67 

Receipts  from  money-order  business 967,181.06 

Total  revenne  from  all  Bonrces 82,666,462.73 

Kxpendi  tores : 

Actual  amonnt  of  expenditures  for  the  service  of 

the  yenr  ending  June  30, 1897  (which  includes  aU 

the  expenditures  made  on  account  of  the  year  up 

to  three  months  after  its  close) $93,781,278.86 

Amount  of  expenditures  on  account  of  previous 

years.... 295,954.52 

Total  expenditures 94,077,242.38 

Excess  of  exjienditures  over  receipts 11,411,779.65 

The  outstanding  liabilities  at  the  clpse  of  the  year's  business  and  the 
oost  of  transporting  the  mails  over  the  subsidized  Pacific  railroads,  (the 
latter  item  amounting  to  $1,575,806.25,)  are  not  included  in  the  forego- 
ing statement. 

Excluding  these,  the  following  comparisons  with  the  totals  of  the 
preceding  year  are  presented : 

Total  receipts  for  1896 $82,499,208.40 

Total  receipts  for  1897 82,665,462.73 

Increase  for  1897 , 166,254.33 

Per  odntof  inorease 0.2 
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A  detailed  statement  of  postal  receipts  and  expenditnr* 
will  be  found  in  Tables  'Sob.  2,  3,  and  4,  appended  to  this  i 

LOSSES  BT  BAD  DEBTS  AHD  OCHCFBOMISES 

Daring  the  year,  in  cases  where  com^omises  witb  debl 
to  be  necessary,  and  in  others  where  outstanding  debi 
nneollectible,  the  Department  saffered  losses  amoanti 
$19,799.76. 

AMOUNTS  OBA-WS  FBOU  IHB  TBEASV 

The  following  amounts  were  drawu  fi»in  the  geoci 
the  last  fiscal  year  on  account  of  special  and  de&ci' 
viz: 
For  deflcienoy  in  the  poHtnl  revenns  for  UjM,  nnder  »'■■ 

March  3, 1893 

For  defioienoy  in  tbe  pobtal  r«reDue  for  1895,  andor  Bct  :i\- 

IB,  1894 

For  deBoiency  in  the  poatftl  rerenoe  for  1896,  nnder  act  u 

nuiry28,1896 

Fur  deiicleuay  in  the  postal  revanae  for  1697,  under  act 

9,1898 


Total  drawn  during  the  y«*r .. 


TBANBACTIONS   AT  TREASURY 

The  account  dnriog  the  year  shows  the 
burseinents  at  Treasury  depositories,  viz : 
Amount  of  outotandiog  wananta  Jane  30, 1896 . . 

Balance  »nbject  to  dr»ft  Jnne  30,  1896 

Depoeits : 

On  account  of  postal  revenue 

" it  of  granta  from  the  general  Ti-' 


Counter  entry  receipts  flacal  year  1896- . 


I  during  the  yv:i' 
ea  June  SO  iS!r7 


BalaiK'ii  i^iiliject  tu  d' 
OftheS31i,067,074.f 
same  through  u»* 
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APPROPRIATIONS,  EXPENDITURES,  AND  ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  SERYIGE 
OF  THE  THIRD  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTER  GENERAL'S  OFFICE. 

The  appropriations  for  the  service  of  this  office  dariof^  the  year 
amounted  to  $1,321,700,  exclusive  of  the  amount  paid  messengers  of  the 
special-delivery  system.  !No  specific  appropriation  was  made  for  this 
purpose,  the  compensation  of  messengers  being  payable  by  law  out  of 
the  receipts  of  the  system.  The  expenditure  out  of  the  appropriations 
was  $1,172,625.77  (a  decrease,  as  compared  with  1896,  of  $34,175.33,  or 
2.8  x>cr  cent),  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $149,074.23,  or  11.2 
per  cent  of  the  total  amount  appropriated. 

The  increase  of  expenditure  for  the  compensation  of  si)ecial-delivery 
messengers  was  $15,010.44,  or  4.7  per  cent. 

The  estimates  of  appropriation  for  the  service  of  this  office  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1899,  amount  to  $1,288,000,  which  is  $33,700 
less  than  the  appropriation  for  the  current  year  and  $115,374.23  more 
than  the  actual  expenditures  for  the  past  year.  Details  of  these  esti- 
mates will  be  found  in  Table  No.  1,  attached  to  this  rex)ort. 

FINANCE  DIVISION. 

The  operations  of  this  division  during  the  year  will  appear  from  the 
following  statement: 

The  number  of  accounts  of  contractors  and  other  creditors  of  the 
Government  on  account  of  mail  service  received  and  examined  was 
132,135,  requiring  the  drawing,  recording,  and  mailing  of  the  same 
namber  of  warrants;  the  total  amount  paid  by  these  warrants  was 
$43,256,550.23:  the  nuuiber  of  drafts  drawn  on  account  of  balances  due 
present  and  late  postmasters  was  7,013,  amounting  to  $1,444,435.74, 
making  a  total  amount  covered  by  warrants  and  drafts  of  $44,700,985.97. 
The  number  of  new  contracts  for  mail  service  received,  examined,  and 
entered  in  books  kept  in  this  division  was  7,246,  and  the  number  of 
orders  of  the  Postmaster-GenersU  aifecting  the  mail  service  entered  in 
ledgers  was  26,694. 

Transcripts  were  received  weekly  from  the  United  States  Treasury  and 
9  subtreasuries,  and  monthly  from  54  designated  national  bank  deposi- 
tories, comprehending  financial  transactions  aggregating  $43,224,788.19. 

Accounts  were  also  kept  with  the  Treasurer  and  assistant  treasurers 
and  with  all  these  designated  depositories. 

About  14,000  circulars  were  sent  to  postmasters,  containing  instruc- 
tions relative  to  the  deposit  of  their  postal  balances. 

The  number  of  letters  written  on  subjects  pertaining  to  the  different 
branches  of  work  assigned  to  the  division  was  2,960,  and  the  number 
of  cases  for  investigation  of  the  accounts  of  present  and  late  post- 
masters, made  up  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Fourth  Assistant 
Postmaster-General  (division  of  mail  depredations  and  post-office 
inspectors),  was  294. 

FUNDS  BECEIVED  AT  THE  DEPARTMENT  AND  TURNED  OVER  TO  THE 
FINANCE  DIVISION  DURING  THE  FISCAL  YEAR. 

The  money  received  from  postmasters  erroneously  remitting  to  this 
office  balances  due  the  Government,  from  collections  made  by  the  chief 
post-office  inspector  on  account  of  defaulting  x)ostma8ters,  and  the 
recovery  of  postal  remittances  lost  in  ti*ansit,  from  stamp  collectors 
and  others  for  the  purchase  of  stamps^  stamped  envelopes,  etc.,  and 
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tion,  for  whicb  the  contractors,  under  the  terms  of  the  contract,  will  be 
paid  as  for  waste  paper.  The  original  dies  it  is  proposed  to  keep;  but 
the  plates  will  be  destroyed. 

REQmSITIons  FILLED. 

The  number  of  requisitions  of  all  kinds  filled  ia  shovn  in  the  foDoir- 
ing  tahle: 


Fo,- 

1«M. 

,m. 

lnc»». 

B.™. 

FnaM. 

SUmp,. 

201,010 

■Is 

lolosi 

si 

11 

S,ttl 

i.m 

IM 

Is 

J.3»l 

11 

?|g^:::::;;;::::::::::::::;:"::::;::;;;;: 

m 

7B6.8W 

TIMM 

10,  BM 

PAB0BL8  8BNT, 

The  number  of  parcels  in  which  the  foregoing  supplies  were  packed 
and  miiiled  is  as  follows: 


Ordiniry  BUmp* 

HevatiDper  and  periadloBl  aUmpa.. 

Ordinary'  atamped  «DTelopaa.. .,#... 

&p«oJal-r«ueat  QDTelopea 

Poatalcarda 

B«^1er«d'pacbanifliiva]c>pM........._..^. 

K«glBtr7'Ui)[  envdopes- 

Penalty  an  Tflopea _.....,,.,,...... 

Bsvapiipei and  periodical  reoeipt  beoka... 


i.aoi 
"o.iis' 


BBDEUPTIONS. 

Claims  for  the  redemption  of  stamped  paper  received  from  postmas- 
ters daring  the  year,  and  their  disposal,  are  as  follows: 

Clftima  preaenteil ,.. ... „.  10;  150 

Claims  allowed UXISS 

CJainiH  r^'ected BQS 

Vnlae  of  redemptions (313^166.43 

DooreasBof  caaes  tliigyeM 905 

Deorease  in  valae M0.3M.21 

Value  of  letter  slieetB  inoladed fl9t.X 


TBIED  ASeiSTiNT — ISSUE  OP  OABIM,  KT'J,  fi'.ll 

DISTBIBOTIOX  OP  rOKTiL  CAEUM. 

Thenamberof  postal  cards  issoed  frum  tlj«  C!t'.ilnU>n  *%t-.u':3  '•'"^ 
each  of  tbe  snbageocies  u: 


TtTXeT.CElJ   n-Lxrt. 


iti*  n-MHitiiij  aarr.-r  -::irr-ai>r-.  1.-*  »;.  .„   :  j.  -  ..    -.    ,,     . 


*  T-   ".J- 
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NEW  OONTRAOT  FOR  POSTAL  OARDS. 

On  the  8th  day  of  Jaly  last,  as  you  are  aware,  the  Department  began 
advertising  in  prominent  newspapers  of  the  country  for  proposals  for 
a  new  pos^-card  contract,  to  ran  for  fonr  years  from  the  1st  of  Decern- 
ber^  1897,  when  the  contract  of  0.  O.Woolworth,  extended  two  months 
from  the  30th  of  September,  was  to  terminate,  the  advertisemeat  being 
pnblished  for  four  weeks. 

Ample  time  was  thus  given  to  intending  bidders  to  look  into  the 
matter  thoroughly,  and  also  to  the  successful  one  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations  ibr  carrying  out  the  contract. 

Bids  were  invited  for  three  kinds  of  cards — the  ordinary  single  card, 
a  smaller  single  card,  and  the  double  or  reply  card — to  be  made  either 
of  paper  of  a  standard  prescribed  by  the  Department  or  of  a  kind 
satisfactory  to  the  Department  that  might  be  submitted  by  bidders; 
and  special  efforts  were  made  to  secure  a  genuine  competition  among 
paper-makers  and  others.    The  result  of  the  bidding  was  that,  while 
many  good  papers  were  submitted  differing  firom  the  Government 
standard,  it  was  not  found  expedient  to  adopt  any  of  them,  qaahty, 
price,  and  other  things  being  taken  into  consideration.    The  contract 
was  therefore  awarded  on  the  Government  standard  of  paper  to  Albert 
Daggett,  of  this  city,  a  former  contractor,  whose  bid  was  the  lowest 
therefor.    The  contract  has  since  been  formally  entered  into  for  four 
years  at  the  following  prices  a  thousand : 

Cento. 

For  the  ordinary  aingle  card 23.96 

For  the  smaller  sinjlfle  card 20 

For  the  doable  or  reply  card 47 

The  saving  to  the  Grovernment  resulting  ftt)m  this  arrangement  is 
estimated  to  be  about  $50,000  a  year  for  the  four  years  of  the  contract 
as  compared  with  prices  under  the  old  contract. 

The  paper  for  the  cards  will  be  made  at  Piedmont,  W.  Ya.,  where 
the  printing,  boxing,  and  shipping  will  also  be  done. 

A  copy  of  the  contract  is  hereto  appended,  marked  No.  19. 

OHANOES  IN  POSTAL  OABDS. 

The  new  sizes  of  i>ostal  cards  to  be  issued  under  the  contract  referred 
to  in  the  foregoing  paragraph  are  as  follows : 

Ordinary  single  card,  both  domestic  and  international,  3^  by  6^ 
inches;  smaller  siugle  card,  domestic  only,  2\i  by  4|f  inches;  double  or 
reply  card,  both  domestic  and  international,  5^  by  6|  inches. 

The  smaller  card  here  referred  to  is  an  entirely  new  issue;  the  other 
single  card  is  just  oue-fourth  of  an  inch  narrower  than  the  G  card  in 
current  use;  and  the  double  or  reply  card  is  correspondingly  changed. 

Beginning  on  the  1st  of  December,  when  the  new  contract  goes  into 
effect,  the  imprint  upon  the  cards  will  be  after  the  following  description : 

Large  single  card. — To  the  right  in  the  upper  corner  is  a  portrait  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  three-quarters  £a«e,  looking  to  the  left,  exactly  as  now 
appears  upon  the  ordinary  1-cent  card,  but  surrounded  by  a  somewhat 
fuller  olive  wreath,  and  having  at  the  bottom,  in  very  small  capit^  on 
a  curved  tablet,  the  name  ^'Jefferson."  To  the  left  of  the  i>ortrait  are 
three  straight  lines  of  lettering.  The  first,  which  is  2  inches  long,  is 
made  up  of  the  words,  '<  Postal  Card — one  cent,"  in  Gothic  capitals 
about  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  high,  with  the  beginning  letter  of  each 
word,  however,  twice  that  height.  The  second  line,  ^  inches  long, 
contains  the  words  "  United  States  of  America,"  in  ornamental  white 
capitals  three-sixteenths  of  an  inch  high,  upon  a  plain  black  tablet 
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>ue-foai*tb  of  an  inch  wide,  surrounded  by  a  single  fine  black  line,  with 
I  heart  shaped  fiuial  at  either  end,  and  a  semicircular  omament  at  tbe 
[)ottom,  having  a  straight  line  extension  from  each  side  running  paral- 
lel with  the  tablet.  The  third  line,  2^  inches  long,  is  made  up  of  the 
Brords,  ^'  This  side  is  for  the  address  only.''  in  very  small  Gothic  capitals. 

Small  single  card. — In  the  upper  rignt-hand  comer  is  a  portrait  of 
John  Adams,  three-quarters  face,  looking  to  the  left,  surrounded  by  an 
>live  wreath,  and  with  the  name  <<  John  Adams"  upon  a  scroll  at  the 
bottom.  To  the  left  of  the  portrait  are  three  lines  of  ordinary  Boman 
capitals.  The  first,  2^  inches  long,  contains  the  words  <<  Postal  Card — 
)De  cent,"  the  beginning  letter  of  each  word  being  larger  than  the 
>ther  letters.  The  second  line,  3^  inches  long,  contains  the  words 
'^United  States  of  America,"  in  capitals  exactly  like  the  large  letters 
in  the  line  above.  The  third  line,  2^  inches  long,  contains  in  quite 
small  letters,  ^'This  side  is  for  the  address  only."  Between  the  second 
»ud  third  lines  is  an  ornamental  dash  1|  inches  long. 

The  single  international,  the  double  domestic,  and  the  double  inter- 
national  cards,  though,  as  before  stated,  changed  slightly  as  to  size, 
will  be  unchanged  in  tneir  designs. 

WORK  OF  THE  CLASSIFICATION  DIVISION. 

During  the  fiscal  year  there  were  6,556  applications  for  entry  to  the 
second-class  of  mail  matter  of  newspapers  and  periodical  publications. 
[>f  this  number  6,179  were  accepted  and  377  rejected.  Percentage  of 
exclusions,  5.75. 

Of  those  accepted  for  entry  4,496  were  in  the  first  year  of  their  issue, 
srhile  1,683  were  old  publications,  reentered  on  account  of  change  of 
lame,  frequency  of  issue,  place  of  publication,  or  something  else  affect- 
ug  their  classification. 

About  an  equal  number  of  communications  were  received  relating  to 
nail  matter  of  the  first,  third,  and  fourth  classes,  or  a  total  number  of 
ibout  12,000  communications  handled  by  the  division. 

THIBDOLASS    POSTAGE    COLLECTED    ON    MATTER    IKPBOFEKLT 

MAILED  AT  THE  POUND  BATE. 


The  law  prohibiting  the  mailing  of  matter  of  a  high  class  wiSb 
)f  a  lower  unless  postage  be  paid  thereon  at  the  higher  rate,  if^  wr 
frequently  violated.  Where  it  is  done  knowingly  with  a  view  tilrv^ 
lug  payment  of  prox)er  postage,  the  sender  becomes  liable  to  a  isMtt.  um 
n  roost  cases,  the  parties  either  violate  the  law  throagfe  i^mnmuot  ur 
ittempt  to  secure  regular  entry  to  the  second-class  of  pnbikariM*  mr, 
entitled  to  that  privilege.  The  amount  of  third-class  pTnifn[T  rmii  .itt 
luring  the  year  on  matter  mailed  in  this  manner  wasAlUKjSr. 

DIVISION  OF  BEGISTBATIOH. 

The  following  statement  briefly  shows  the  aiDoiiin  «:  v^mi-y  ims- 
less  transacted  at  all  post-oiiices  during  the  year: 

domestic  letters  registered 

Domestic  parcels  registered 

jetten  for  foreign  destinations  registered _ ** ' 

'arcels  for  foreign  destinations  registered y  ^ 


*    f"^  «r 


Total  paid  registrations -^  ^ 

*iece8  of  matter  registered  free _  •** 

Total  registrations,  paid  and  free . . 

Lmoant  collected  Id 
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Ab  compared  with  the  business  of  1896,  the  foregoing  figures  sliowa 
decrease  in  the  number  of  domestic  registrations  of  485,082,  and  in  the 
number  of  registrations  to  foreign  countries  of  16,873.  There  is  also  a 
decrease  of  45,298  in  the  number  of  free  registrations,  and  in  the  fees 
coUect'ed  on  paid  matter  a  falling  off  of  $40,156.40.  The  decrease  of 
business  altogether  is  at  the  rate  of  about  4  per  cent. 

LOSSES. 

The  chief  post-office  inspector  reports  that  during  the  year  his  office 
received  5,534  complaints  relating  to  registered  matter  originatiDgin 
this  country  and  addressed  to  offices  therein. 

Of  this  number,  4,276  were  fully  investigated,  leaving  1,259  out- 
standing at  the  close  of  the  year.  Of  the  4,275  cases  investigated,  only 
1,525  were  found  to  involve  actual  losses,  which  are  classified  as  foUows: 

Losses  chargeable  to  the  burning  and  wrecking  of  post-offices,  postal  cars,  and 

steamboatSi  and  to  minor  nnavoidable  accidents 823 

Losses  chargeable  to  depredations  by  postal  officials 197 

Losses  through  postal  employees  from  other  causes  than  theft UT 

Losses  resulting  from  depredations  by  outside  parties 237 

Losses  the  responsibility  for  which  could  not  be  fixed 131 

Total 1,525 

Of  the  foregoing  cases,  recoveries  were  made  and  the  value  of 
the  lost  articles  restored  to  the  owners,  as  follows : 

Through  the  office  of  the  chief  post-office  inspector 234 

Through  the  Dead -Letter  Office 36 

Through  outside  parties  and  direct  to  losers 797 

Total  recoveries 1,067 

Number  of  cases  in  which  recovery  was  impossible 458 

Aggregate  as  above 1,525 

Assuming  that  this  proportion  will  be  the  same  in  the  cases  yet  to  be 
investigated,  the  number  of  actual  losses  will  reach  592,  or  1  in  every 
24,593  pieces  registered. 

Of  the  458  cases  of  irrecoverable  loss,  70  involved  official  matter  only, 
such  as  pQstage  stamps  and  stamped  paper  dispatched  to  i)08tma8terB, 
leaving  only  388  losses  suffered  by  the  public,  or  1  in  every  37,523 
pieces  registered. 

The  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  losses  resulting  from  the 
burning  and  wrecking  of  post  offices  and  postal  cars  and  unavoidable 
accidents  accounts  in  large  measure  for  the  reduction  in  the  number  of 
irrecoverable  losses;  but  the  fact  that  the  losses  from  other  causes  are 
practically  the  same  as  for  the  previous  year,  while  the  number  of  cases 
of  loss  the  responsibility  for  which  can  not  be  fixed  is  reduced  fr^m  152 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1896,  to  131  for  the  past  year,  indi- 
cates that  the  improvements  constantly  being  made  in  the  registry 
system,  especially  as  applied  to  the  Presidential  post-offices,  are  giving 
a  better  and  a  safer  service. 

BEaiSTEBEDPOUOH,  INNEBBEaiSTEBEDSACK,  AND   BBASS-LOCK 

EXOHANGES. 

These  exchanges,  largely  contributing  to  the  security  of  the  registry 
service,  continue  in  operation.  The  number  of  each  is  shown  in  the 
following  statement: 

Registered -pouch  exchanges 459 

InDer-registered-sack  exchanges 552 

Braas-lock-pouch  exchanges 277 

Total 1] 


TC. 
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A  circular  was  published  iu  the  August  number  of  the  Postal  Guide 
explaining  the  cause  of  delay  in  carrying  the  law  into  execution. 

NEW  CONTRACT  FOR  ENVELOPES  FOR  THE  SEVERAL  EXEOUTIVB 

DEPARTMENTS. 

In  compliance  with  law  (section  96  of  the  act  approved  January  12, 
1895),  new  contracts  have  been  entered  into  for  supplying  the  several 
Executive  Departments  with  envelopes,  of  the  white,  azure  blue,  cream- 
laid,  cloth-lined,  manila,  and  miscellaneous  classes,  during  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1898.  The  prices  do  not  differ  materially  from  those  of 
the  last  contracts. 

The  following  named  firms  are  the  contractors,  each  being  the  lowest 
bidder  for  the  envelopes  covered  by  the  contract: 

The  Logan,  Swift  &  Brigham  Envelope  Company,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  for  the  white,  azure  blue,  and  all  but  two  items  of  the  cream-laid 
envelopes. 

The  Springfield  Envelope  Company,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  for  two 
items  of  the  cream-laid  and  most  of  the  manila  envelopes. 

The  White,  Corbin  &  Go.,  of  Rockville,  Oonn.,  for  a  portion  of  the 
manila  envelopes. 

B.  Carter  Ballantyne,  of  Washington,  D.  0.,  for  all  of  the  cloth-lined 
and  a  portion  of  the  miscellaneous  envelopes. 

Easton  &  Kupp,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  for  a  x>ortion  of  the  miscel- 
laneous envelopes. 

A  copy  of  the  contract  with  the  Logan,  Swift  &  Brigham  Envelope 
Company  is  hereto  appended,  marked  ^o.  21.  The  general  provisions 
of  the  contracts  with  the  others  are  the  same.  I  append  also  a  sched- 
ule marked  No.  22,  showing  all  the  kinds  and  qualities  of  envelopes 
covered  by  these  contracts,  with  the  contractors'  names  and  the  prices. 

NEW    OONTRAOT    FOR    REOISTERED    PAOKAGE,  TAO,   OFFIOIAIi,  AND 

DEAD-LETTER  ENVELOPES. 

A  new  contract  was  also  entered  into  during  the  past  year,  but  for 
the  service  of  the  present  year,  for  ftiruishing  registered-package,  tag, 
official,  and  dead-letter  envelopes.  These  envelopes  are  mostly  used  by 
postmasters  in  the  transaction  of  official  business,  and  are  provided  lor 
under  the  law  by  yearly  contracts.  The  prices  of  the  new  contract  are 
precisely  the  same  as  those  of  the  old  one.  A  copy  of  the  contract  is 
hereto  appended,  marked  No.  20. 

NEW  ARRANaEMENT  FOR  THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  POSTAGB  STA1IP& 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1894,  it  will  be  remembered,  Postmaster- 
General  W.  S.  Bissell  made  a  formal  order  r^ecting  all  proposals  for 
manufacturing  postage  stamps  that  had  been  submitted  to  him  under 
an  advertisement  of  the  Department,  and  subsequently  entered  into  an 
arrangement  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  having  the  work 
done  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  at  somewhat  lower 
rates  than  had  been  offered  by  private  parties. 

This  arrangement  will  expire  on  the  30th  of  June,  1898,  prior  to  which 
time  the  Department  must  decide  to  continue  it,  or  to  make  other  gov- 
ernmental arrangements  instead,  or  it  must  advertise  for  proi>osals  for 
doing  the  work  by  some  private  establishment,  as  was  done  from  1847 
up  to  1894. 
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After  oarefally  considering  the  question,  I  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  Post-Office  Department  ought  to  have  complete  control 
over  the  manufacture  and  issue  of  its  stamps.  It  certainly  can  not 
have  such  control  as  long  as  some  other  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  employed  to  make  and  furnish  the  stamps,  especially  where, 
as  is  now  the  case,  that  Department  has  large  quantities  of  work  of 
its  own  to  look  after,  and  which  may  naturally  be  regarded  as  entitled 
to  first  consideration.  And  while  the  Post-Office  Department  would 
have  greater  control  over  a  private  contractor  than  of  another  Govern- 
ment Department,  or,  in  other  words,  would  be  able,  by  positive  com- 
mand, and  under  penalty  for  disobedience  or  failure,  to  have  its  orders 
in  all  things  pertaining  to  the  work  fulfilled  promptly  and  without 
demur,  it  could  not  have  that  closeness  of  supervision  which  experience 
leads  me  to  believe  is  essential,  and  which  it  could  always  exercise  if 
the  work  were  in  its  own  hands. 

I  believe,  therefore,  that  the  Post-Office  Department  should  in  this 
matter  be  independent  of  otht^r  Departments  as  well  as  of  private  con- 
tractors; that  it  should  have  its  own  engraving  and  printing  establish- 
ment for  making  its  stamps,  and  its  own  vaults  for  their  safe-keeping; 
and  that  these  stamps  should  be  issued  by  its  own  agents  direct  to 
postmasters  and  through  its  own  exclusive  machinery.  With  properly 
bonded  officers  and  under  a  suitable  system  of  checks  and  balances, 
which  could  be  easily  devised,  I  am  convinced  that  this  would  be  a 
better  arrangement  than  either  the  present  one  or  OTie  involving  a  con- 
tract with  some  private  establishment.  And  as  this  may,  in  my  judg- 
ment, be  done  by  the  Postmaster-General  out  of  the  appropriations 
annually  made  for  the  manufacture  of  stamps  and  for  the  pay  of  agents 
and  employees  to  look  after  their  distribution,  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  steps  be  taken  to  put  such  a  system  into  operation. 

If  it  be  decided  to  continue  the  present  arrangement,  the  Department 
is,  of  course,  not  pressed  for  time  to  have  that  done.  If,  however,  the 
arrangement  I  have  suggested,  or  a  contract  with  some  private  manu- 
facturer, be  thought  best,  the  Department  should  begin  its  preparations 
at  a  very  early  day,  in  order  to  have  the  new  arrangement  go  into 
effect  exactly  when  the  present  one  terminates. 

DISCONTINUANOE  OF  THE  USE  OF  NEWSPAPER  AND  PERIODICAL 

STAMPS. 

Under  the  present  law  and  the  Postal  Eegulations  postage  on  news- 
papers and  periodicals  mailed  in  bulk  by  publishers  and  news  agents, 
commonly  called  second-class  matter,  is  collected  by  postmasters  in 
money,  for  which  they  are  required  to  give  receipts  to  the  senders  of  the 
matter,  and  to  attach  to  the  stubs  of  such  receipts,  retained  in  books 
kept  in  the  post-office,  the  equivalent  of  the  money  received  in  newspa- 
per and  periodical  stamps,  or  stamps  provided  solely  for  that  purpose, 
which  are  not  good  for  postage  on  any  other  class  of  mail  matter,  and 
which  are  not  to  be  sold,  loanrd,  or  given  away.  Every  postmaster  at 
whose  office  this  class  of  matter  is  mailed  is  further  required  to  cancel 
the  stanips  used  therefor,  and  to  transmit  them  every  quarter  to  the 
office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  with  the  stubs  to 
which  they  are  attached,  and  with  an  itemized  report  showing  the  names 
of  the  mailing  parties  and  of  their  publications,  and  the  amount  of 
postage  paid  thereon ;  and  these  canceled  stamps,  after  being  carefully 
counted  and  the  amounts  found  to  atrree  with  the  accompanying  reports, 
are  destroyed. 
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Upon  a  very  sligLt  consideration  of  this  system  it  will  be  seen  that 
as  the  stamps  used  are  never  bought  by  the  senders  of  second-class 
matter,  are  never  in  their  hands,  but  are  always,  both  before  and  after 
nse,  in  the  custody  of  postmasters  or  their  sabordinates,  who  can  apply 
them  or  not  to  the  stabs  of  their  receipt-books,  as  they  may  elect,  and 
in  any  amounts,  the  use  of  them  in  the  manner  described  is  unneces- 
sary. A  receipt  to  be  given  in  every  case  to  the  sender  of  sach  ma^ 
ter,  with  a  manifolded  copy  of  it  to  be  sent  by  the  postmaster  to  the 
Department,  would  present  precisely  the  same  evidence  of  the  collection 
of  the  postage  as  is  now  sought  to  be  secured  by  the  use  of  the  stamps. 
The  only  difference  would  be  in  the  manner  of  showing  the  postmaster's 
collections:  under  the  present  plan  he  simply  reports  to  this  office  the 
amount  of  postage  received,  and  sends  to  the  Department  the  stamps 
used,  while  to  the  Auditor  he  reports  these  stamps  as  sold;  under  the 
other,  he  would  still  report  the  amount  of  postage  received,  accompa- 
nied by  manifolded  copies  of  the  receipts  given  therefor,  which  could 
be  examined  and  verified,  if  necessary,  both  by  the  Third  Assistant 
Postmaster-General  and  by  the  Auditor. 

These  newspaper  and  periodical  stamps  are  not  only  unnecessary, 
but  they  involve  labor  and  exx)en8e,  which  could  be  saved  by  their 
abandonment.  The  cost  of  their  manufacture  is  not  very  great,  it  is 
true — not  over  a  thousand  dollars  a  year;  but  the  transmission  of  them 
in  the  mails,  the  custody  of  them  in  post-offices,  the  application  of  them 
to  the  receipt  books  of  postmasters,  the  canceling  and  forwarding  of 
them  to  the  Department,  and  their  examination  and  destruction  here, 
amount  to  very  much  more,  all  of  which  could  be  saved. 

Not  being  willing,  however,  to  rely  entirely  on  my  own  judgment  as 
to  the  matter,  I  have  had  special  inquiry  made  of  the  postmasters  at 
three  very  large  cities  as  to  whether  the  present  system  is  a  proper 
one,  and  they  have  all  agreed  that  so  far  as  concerns  the  use  of  news- 
paper and  periodical  stamps  the  system  should  be  modified,  and  could 
be  without  any  inconvenient  derangement  of  their  office  methods. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  use  of  the  stamps 
in  question  affords  no  protection  whatever  to  the  Government  or  to 
postmasters,  but  is  expensive  and  unnecessary,  and  I  accordingly  rec- 
ommend that  Congress  be  asked  to  authorize  their  discontinuance,  and 
the  substitution  of  such  a  system  of  accountability  on  the  part  of 
postmasters  and  their  subordinates  as  may  be  deemed  best  by  the 
Postmaster-General. 

LOSS   OF   BEVENUE   FBOM   PAILUBB   TO     COLLECT    POSTAGE    OH 

SHOBT-PAID  MATTEB. 

From  facts  that  have  from  time  to  time  been  brought  to  my  atten- 
tion, and  from  my  own  experience  in  the  postal  service,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the  Department  is,  and  for  years  past  has  been,  suffering 
a  heavy  loss  of  revenue  from  the  failure  of  postmasters  to  rate  up  and 
collect  postage  on  first-class  mail  matter  not  fully  prepaid.  Very  little 
loss  of  this  kind  occurs  in  connection  with  the  mailing  and  delivery  of 
third  and  fourth  class  matter,  because,  as  the  law  requires  full  prepay- 
ment of  postage  on  these  classes,  the  practice  of  the  senders  of  such 
matter,  with  immaterial  exceptions,  is  to  fully  comply  therewith,  and 
the  almost  universal  rule  among  postmasters  is  to  see  that  that  is  done. 
The  bulk  of  the  loss  referred  to  is  on  matter  of  the  first  class,  and  it  is 
primarily  due  to  the  liberality  of  the  law,  which  permits  such  matter 
to  be  dispatched  to  destination  when  only  one  rate  of  postage  (2  cents) 


THIRD  AB8T. — LOSS  OF  REVENUE  ON  SHORT-PAID  MATTER.      699 

has  been  prepaid,  regardless  of  the  weight,  it  being,  however,  the  daty 
of  the  sending  postmaster,  in  every  case  where  the  matter  weighs  over 
an  ounce,  to  rate  up  the  deficient  postage,  and  of  the  delivering  post- 
master to  collect  that  deficiency  when  the  matter  is  handed  to  the 
addressee. 

At  the  time  this  law  was  enacted  (June  8, 1872)  there  was  a  fairly 
good  reason  for  it.  The  unit  of  weight  of  letters  was  then  only  a  half 
ounce,  and  the  statute  in  force  up  to  that  time  required  that  they,  like 
all  other  matter,  should  be  fully  prepaid.  There  being  a  considerable 
percentage  of  letters  weighing  more  than  half  an  ounce,  and  the  great 
majority  of  the  senders  not  knowing  of  such  overweight,  nor  possessed 
of  the  facilities  for  ascertaining  it,  a  large  number  of  letters  were  con- 
stantly being  held  at  mailing  post-offices  for  deficient  postage,  which 
naturally  occasioned  much  inconvenience  and  complaint.  The  change 
of  the  law,  providing  for  the  dispatch  of  overweight  letters  when  a 
single  rate  of  postage  should  be  prepaid,  was  consequently  a  popular 
and  not  unreasonable  concession. 

This  state  of  things,  however,  has  been  radically  changed  since  1885, 
when  by  law  the  unit  of  weight  of  letters  was  increased  from  half  an 
ounce  to  an  ounce.  The  percentage  of  overweight  letters — ^that  is  to 
say,  letters  weighing  more  than  1  ounce — ^is  now  not  nearly  so  great  as 
when  the  unit  was  only  half  that  weight;  in  fact,  the  percentage  is  so 
reduced  that  out  of  the  vast  number  of  people  sendiDg.letters  by  mail  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  those  who  inadvertently  underpay  post- 
age would  be  inconvenienced  if  the  rule  shonld  be  again  changed  so  as 
to  require  fall  prepayment  in  all  cases.  Still,  these  cases,  together  with 
those  where  failure  to  fully  prepay  is  intentional,  involve  a  considerable 
amount  of  postal  revenue,  all  of  which  should  be  collected,  but  much 
of  which  is  not,  for  the  following  reasons: 

First.  The  rule  being  to  allow  a  letter  to  be  dispatched  when  bearing 
only  a  2-cent  stamp,  many  careless  postmasters  and  postal  employees 
whose  duty  it  is  to  handle  letters  concern  themselves  only  with  seeing 
that  that  amount  of  postage  is  prepaid.  Except  in  cases  where  there 
is  a  great  excess  of  weight  over  the  unit,  the  matter  is  often  allowed  to 
go  through  without  being  weighed  or  rated  up,  and  in  nine  out  of  ten 
of  such  cases  the  overweight  escapes  the  attention  of  the  delivering 
postmaster.  If  the  penalty  for  underpayment  were  the  detention  of 
the  letter,  the  sender  would  be  bound  to  see  to  its  full  prepayment,  and 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases  this  would  be  done. 

Second.  Even  when  the  matter  is  properly  rated  up  by  the  sending 
ofiice,  delivering  postmasters  frequently  omit  to  make  collection  of  the 
due  postage  from  addressees,  sometimes  out  of  pure  carelessness,  but 
mostly,  and  this  especially  at  the  little  offices,  because  there  is  a  very 
pronounced  objection  on  the  part  of  addressees  to  paying  such  postage, 
and  more  or  less  of  odium  incurred  whenever  the  postmaster  fully  per- 
forms his  duty  in  the  matter. 

Third.  Cases  have  not  infrequently  arisen  where,  by  prearrangement 
between  the  senders  of  matter  and  postmasters  at  small  offices  of  desti- 
nation, the  Government  is  cheated  out  of  its  legitimate  revenue.  In 
most  of  these  cases  the  postmasters  themselves  are  the  addressees  of 
the  matter,  as,  for  example,  where  the  postmaster  is  the  agent  of  some 
business  concern  in  a  city,  and  is  constantly  receiving  from  his  employ- 
ers large  quantities  of  matter,  or  where  the  postmaster  is  engaged  in 
private  business  and  gets  his  supplies  of  goods  from  the  commercial 
cities  through  the  mails — the  arrangement  being  in  every  such  case  that 
the  matter  shall  be  sent  sealed,  makiug  it  first-class  or  letter  matter, 
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and  that  it  shall  bear  only  a  2cent  stamp  to  prepay  postage.  The 
advantage  to  the  addressee  or  the  sender  in  every  such  case  is  that 
there  is  paid  only  2  cents  postage,  though  sometimes  a  dollar  or  more 
may  be  dae;  for  whether  the  addressee  simply  delivers  the  matter  to 
himself  without  paying  any  postage  on  it,  or  goes  through  the  formality 
of  applying  postage-due  stamps  to  it  in  the  way  of  payment,  and  then 
credits  himself  with  the  commissions  on  their  cancellation,  the  result 
is  practically  the  same. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  Government  is  losing  enough  money  in  the 
way  indicate  to  warrant  it  in  changing  the  present  law  so  as  to  require 
full  prepayment  of  postage  on  letters  and  other  first-class  matter,  the 
same  as  on  all  other  clauses,  and  I  accordingly  so  recommend. 

NUMBER  OF  PIECES  OF  MAIL  MATTER. 

As  a  matter  of  public  interest,  I  submit  the  following  statement, 
which  gives  the  estimated  number  of  pieces  of  mail  matter  of  the  sev- 
eral classes  dispatched  in  the  mails  during  the  year  ending  June  ^,  1897: 

Letters  and  other  matter  sent  at  letter  rates 2, 540, 7S7, 63S 

Letters  and  other  matter  on  official  basinese,  free 94^733,389 

Total  letters  paid  and  free 2,636,471,023 

Postal  cards 523,000,000 

Newspapers  and  periodicals  mailed  by  pnblishers  and  news  agents,  paid.  1, 274, 494, 996 
Newspapers  and  periodicals  mailed  by  publishers  in  the  several  conn- 
ties  of  publication,  free 548,220,270 

Newspapers  and  periodicals  mailed  by  others  than  pnblishers  and 
newsagents 90,834,824 

Total  second  class  matter 1,913,550,089 

Third-class  matter — ^books,  pamphlets,  circulars,  and  miscellaneous 

printed  articles 651,250,902 

Fourth-class  matter — parcels  of  merchandise,  seedS;  plants,  etc 57, 730,  ISO 

Grand  total 5, 781, 002, 143 

DIVISION  OF  FILES,  BEOOBDS,  AND  MAILS. 

The  total  number  of  letters  and  parcels  received,  opened,  and  exam- 
ined in  this  division  during  the  year  was  1,697,500,  showing  a  decrease 
irom  the  number  for  the  previous  year  of  23,350.  Of  these  letters  and 
parcels  241  contained  money,  and  10,750  contained  postage  stamps, 
stamped  envelopes,  and  postol  cards  transmitted  by  postmasters  for 
redemption  or  credit  in  their  accounts. 

The  number  of  registered  letters  and  parcels  received  was  16,992. 

Of  the  letters  received,  21,875  were  briefed,  recorded  in  the  office 
indexes,  and  filed  after  final  action  upon  them. 

The  number  of  outgoing  letters  written,  copied,  indexed,  and  mailed 
was  28,403,  exclusive  of  circular  letters  and  printed  forms  for  instruction 
and  use. 

TABLES  AJO)  OTHEB  AOOOMPANYINa  PAFEBS. 

The  following  papers,  elsewhere  referred  to  in  this  report,  giving 
complete  details  of  the  operations  of  this  office,  are  hereto  appended: 

No.  1.— Copy  of  letter  of  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the  office  of  the  Tlilrd 
Assistant  Postmaster-General  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1899. 
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No.  2. — Statement  showine  itemized  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department  for  the  nscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897,  the  expenditures  made 
ont  of  the  same,  and  balances  uf  unexpended  appropriations. 

No.  3. — Statement  showing  receipts,  by  quarters,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1897,  compared  with  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1896,  and  June  30,  1895. 

No.  4. — Statement  showing  expenditures,  by  quarters,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897,  compared  with  fiscal  years  ending  June  30,  1896,  and  June  30, 1895. 

No.  5. — Statement  showing  receipts  and  disbursements  at  Treasury  depositories 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

No.  6. — Statement  showing  issues  of  postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  news- 

Japer  wrappers,  and  postal  cards,  by  quarterly  periods,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
une  30, 1897. 
No.  7. — Statement  showing  issues  of  postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  news- 

Saper  wrappers,  and  postal  cards,  by  denominations,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
),  1897. 

No.  8. — Statement  showing  increase  or  decrease  in  the  issue  of  postage  stamps, 
stamj^ed  envelopes,  newspaper  wrappers,  and  postal  cards  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30, 1897. 

No.  9. — Statement  showing  value  of  postage  stamps  issued,  by  fiscal  years,  from 
their  introduction,  June  30, 1847,  to  June  30,  1897. 

No.  10. — Statement,  by  fiscal  years,  of  the  issues  of  stamped  envelopes  from  the 
date  of  their  introduction,  June  30, 1853,  to  June  30, 1897,  with  proportion  of  special- 
request  envelopes  from  the  date  of  their  first  issue  in  May,  1865. 

No.  11. — Statement,  by  fiscal  vears,  of  the  number  of  postal  cards  issued  to  post- 
masters from  the  date  of  their  first  issue,  May  1, 1873,  to  June  30,  1897. 

No.  12. — Comparative  statement  of  second-class  matter  mailed  and  postage  col- 
lected thereon  at  post-offices  of  the  first  class  during  the  past  two  years. 

No.  13. — Statement  showing  number  of  registered  letters  and  parcels  mailed  in 
each  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  of  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1897. 

No.  14. — Statement  showing  the  operations  of  the  registry  system  at  thirty  of  the 
laree  poet-offlces,  as  compared  with  the  operations  of  the  previous  year. 

No.15. — Statement  showing  the  value  and  number  of  registered  letters  and  parcels 
sent  dnring  the  year  for  the  rost-Offloe  and  Treasury  Departments. 

No.  16. — Copy  of  act  of  Congress  authorizing  limited  indemnity  for  lost  registered 
matter,  approved  February  2*^  1897. 

No.  17. — Papers  connected  with  the  destruction  of  old  postal-card  and  stamped- 
envelope  dies  and  plates,  and  of  the  rolls  and  working  plates  of  former  series  of 
postage  stamps. 

No.  18. — Statement  showing  the  operations  of  the  special-delivery  system  at  letter- 
carrier  offices  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1897. 

No.  19. — Contract  with  Albert  Daggett  for  furnishing  postal  cards  during  the  four 
years  beginning  December  1, 1897. 

No.  20. — Copy  of  contract  for  furnishing  registered-package,  tag,  official,  and  dead- 
letter  envelopes  dnring  the  year  beginning  July  1, 1897. 

No.  21. — Contract  with  the  Logan,  8 wilt  &  Brigham  Envelope  Company,  of  Worces- 
ter, Mass.,  dated  June  25,  1897,  for  supplying  envelopes  of  various  kinds  to  the  sev- 
eral Executive  Departments  for  the  year  encfing  June  30,  1898. 

No.  22. — Schedules  of  envelopes,  with  prices,  to  be  furnished  the  several  Executive 
Departments  dnring  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898,  under  contracts  with  the  Logan, 
Swift  &  Brigham  Envelope  Company,  of  Worcester,  Mass. ;  the  White,  Corbin  &  Co., 
of  Rockvilie,  Conn.;  the  Springfield  Envelope  Company,  of  Springfield,  Mass.; 
R.  Ciffter  BaUantyne,  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  and  Easton  &>  Rupp,  of  Washington, 
D.  C. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  conclnsion,  I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  general 
fidelity  and  efficiency  of  the  officers,  clerks,  and  other  employees  of  this 
bureaa,  as  shown  since  I  have  been  in  charge  of  it. 
Bespectfdlly,  yours, 

John  A.  Merritt, 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster- OeneraL 

Hon.  James  A.  Gary, 

Postmaster '  OeneraL 
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No.  l,-—£8tmat€$  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Third  Aeeietant  Poetmattet- 

GeneraVa  Office  during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1899,^ 

Post-Officb  Department, 
Office  of  the  Thibd  Assistant  Postmastkb-Gknseal, 

WaahingUmf  D.  C,  Auguei  £8, 1SS7. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  submit  tlie  following  estimates  of  the  appropriatiou 
needed  by  this  office  for  the  service  of  the  year  ending  June  30, 1899: 

1.  For  manufacture  of  adhesive  postage  and  special  delivery  stamps $178,000 

2.  For  pay  of  agent  and  assistants  to  distribute  stamps,  and  expenses  of 

agency 12,000 

3.  For  manufacture  of  stamped  envelopes  and  newspaper  wrappers 823^  OOO 

4.  For  pay  of  agent  and  assistants  to  distribute  staimped  envelopes,  news- 

paper wrappers,  etc.,  and  expenses  of  agency 17, 800 

5.  For  manufacture  of  postal  carets 143,000 

6.  For  pay  of  agent  and  assistants  to  distribute  postal  cards,  and  expenses 

of  agency 7,800 

7.  For  registered  package,  tag,  official,  and  dead-letter  envelopes 105,000 

8.  For  ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters 1,000 

9.  For  miscellaneous  items 500 

Total 1,288,100 

The  calculations  by  which  these  estimates  have  been  obtained  are  fts  follows: 

postage  stamps. 

The  number  of  postage-stamps  of  the  several  classes  issued  during  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1897,  is  as  follows:  Ordinary  stamps,  3,063,633,885;  special-delivery  stamps, 
4,346,330;  newspaperand  periodical  stamps,  5,544,279;  postage-due  stamps,  19,573,160; 
making  in  all  3,093,097,654,  which  is  a  little  more  than  1  per  cent  increase  on  the 
issues  of  the  preceding  year.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  this  ratio  will  be  increased 
during  the  current  and  the  coming  years,  indications  already  appearing  of  an  increase 
in  the  postal  revenues.  Upon  the  basis  of  a  7  per  cent  increase  the  estimate  will  be 
as  follows,  the  cost  of  the  stamps  being  calculated  at  the  prices  established  b^  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Postmaster- General  in  tne  agreement  providing 
for  their  manufacture  at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing: 

Ordinary  stamps,  3,507,554,000,  at  5  cents  a  thousand 9175^  377 

Special  delivery  stamps,  4 ,976,000,  at  11.4  cents  a  thousand 567 

Newspaper  and  periodical  stamps,  6,348,000,  at  11.4  cents  a  thousand 723 

Postage-due  stamps,  22,409,000,  at  6.05  cents  a  thousand 1,365 

Total 178,022 

The  estimate  should  be  made  $178,000,  which  exceeds  by  $3,000  the  amonnt  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  current  year. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1898,  the  agreement  entered  into  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  whereby  the  postage  stamps  issued  by  the  Post-Office  Department  aie 
made  at  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  ana  Printing  will  expire,  so  that  before  the  appro- 
priation for  which  these  estimates  are  made  shall  oecome  available  some  new 
arrangement  for  securing  supplies  of  stamps  must  be  made.  But  whether  the  pres- 
ent arrangement  shall  be  continued  or  a  contract  be  made  with  some  private  manu- 
facturer, or  a  manufactory  of  its  own  be  established  by  the  Post-Office  Department, 
it  is  not  supposed  that  the  prices  now  paid  for  producing  the  stamps  will  be 
increased. 

stamped  envelopes  and  newspaper  wrappers. 

The  number  of  stamped  envelopes  and  newspaper  wrappers  issued  durins  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1897,  is  585,032,000,  which  is  about  5  per  cent  less  than  tne  issue  of 
tbe  preceding  year.  This  ratio  of  decrease  can  not  reasonably  be  expect«>d  to  go  on; 
an  increase  rather  is  to  be  expected — probably  about  7  per  cent.  On  tiiis  basis  the 
estimate  will  be  as  follows : 

Number  issued  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897 585, 032, 000 

Add  7  per  cent  for  increase • 40,952,240 

Gives  estimated  number  for  year  ending  June  30, 1898 625, 984, 240 

Add  7  per  cent  again 43,818,896 

Gives  estimated  number  for  year  ending  J  une  30, 1899 669, 803, 136 

*  After  the  formal  submission  of  these  estimates  it  was  decided  to  adc  for  an 
appropriation  of  $6,000  to  enable  the  Department  to  carry  out  the  law  of  Febroaiy 
27,  897,  providing  a  limited  indemnity  for  lost  registered  letters.  The  amount  of 
the  estimates  here  given  should  therefore  be  increased  by  this  supplemental  item. 
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Multiplying  this  aggregate  by  $1.23^  the  average  oo«t  for  the  past  year  of  a  thou- 
sand enyelopes,  giyes  a  total  cost  of  $823,857. 

The  estimate  had  better  be  put,  in  round  numberSi  at  $823,000.  The  current  appro- 
priation is  $844,000. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  1896,  the  present  contract  for  furnishing  stamped  enyel- 
opes  will  expire.  It  is  not  expected,  however,  that  under  a  new  contract  prices  will 
be  inereased. 

POSTAL  CARDS. 

The  total  number  of  postal  cards  of  all  kinds  issued  during  the  year  ending  June 
30, 1897,  is  523,606.250,  which  is  a  little  over  a  million  less  than  the  number  for  the 
preceding  year.  As  in  the  case  of  stamped  envelopes,  this  decrease  is  not  likely  to 
continue.    An  increase  of  7  per  cent  is  expected,  on  which  the  estimate  is  founded. 

Number  issued  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1897 523,608, 250 

Add  7  per  cent  for  increase 36,652,577 

Gives  estimated  number  for  year  ending  June  30, 1898 560, 260, 827 

Add  7  per  cent  again 39,218,257 

Qives  estimated  number  for  year  ending  June  30, 1899 599, 479, 064 

Multiplying  this  by  23.8  cents,  very  near  the  average  price  per  thousand  of  postal 
eards  under  we  contract  that  has  just  been  awarded,  gives  a  total  cost  of  $l£2,676, 
or^n  round  numbers,  $143,000. 

The  new  contract  ^oes  into  effect  December  1, 1897,  the  prices  being  23.95  cents  a 
thousand  for  the  ordinary  size  of  card,  20  cents  for  a  smaller  size  that  has  been  pro- 
vided for,  and  47  cents  for  the  double,  or  reply,  cards. 

The  current  appropriation  for  postal  cards  is  $197,000. 

REOISTEBBD  PACKAGB,  TAG,  OFFICIAL,  AND  DSAD-LBTTBB  BNYBLOPSS, 

The  expenditure  for  these  envelopes  during  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897,  amounted 
to  $91,870.39,  which  is  a  little  less  than  the  expenditure  of  the  preceding  year,  not- 
withstanding which  it  is  believed  that  the  appropriation  should  be  increased.  The 
estimate  is  calculated  on  the  basis  of  7  per  cent  additional : 

Cost  of  envelope?  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1897 $91,870.39 

Add  7  per  cent  for  increase 6,490.92 

Gives  estimated  cost  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1898 98, 301. 31 

Add  7  per  cent  again 6,8^01^ 

■ 

Qives  estimated  cost  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1899 lOG.  i«<2  4^* 

The  estimate  may  be  put  at  $105,000.    The  present  appropriation  is  $10r:/)^«^'. 

Under  the  last  contract  for  these  envelopes,  the  contract  being  a  year^-  nu^.  it* 
reduction  of  prices  from  those  previously  in  force  was  secured.  It  ishitrrl-T  u  ut 
expected  that  any  reduction  will  occur  under  the  next  contract  to  be  emenic  sol. 

POSTAGE  STAMP,   STAMPBD  ENVELOPS,  AND  P08TAI<  CABD  AGDfCIB 

The  amounts  estimated  for  these  agencies  are  what  the  prescBt  law  afnir^aina&QL 
namely : 

Postage  stamp  agency .     _, f^l  •»> 

Stamped  envelope  agency ZZ  '^^ 

Postal  card  agency *  .^4 

SHIP,   STEAMBOAT,  AMD  WAY 

Under  the  law,  the  owners  and  masters  of  vessels  mm,  t^:mj^=^  ^p^y^^^  22^ 
transportation  of  the  mails  are  entitled  to  compensatiflo  m,  utsr  xr:  -  u  ^  i^!r 
letters  brought  and  delivered  by  them  to  post-offioes  Jar  TaatsL^.m  -.«  ._es--i. 
tion.    In  everv  case  the  amount  thus  paid  tiie  aw^  ^  xi«->-r  ir   I 
collected  by  the  postmaster  at  the  office  of  dtHvtrj 
postage,  which  amount  is  therefore  made  ^ood  t»  ' 

Ihere  has  been  a  considerable  fluctuation  ammaLr  s.  s^  ^rzr-^r- ■'_-^^^  *>« 
object,  but  it  is  believed  that  $1,000  for  the  oannc  '^^  v~^  ^  -■  f^-^     ^ 
all  contingencies.    This  is  the  amount  of  the  afmmsasmm.  i^  -l^  in  " 

MI8CELL4X££ 

The  same  amount  is  asked  for  this 
priation,  namely,  $500. 


Al        tli 
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DIFFBRKNCB  BBTWBBK  THE  FORBQOINO  ESTIMATES  AND  CURRENT  APPROPR14TIOHS. 

The  followiQg  statetneQt  shows  the  difference  between  the  amoant  of  the  foregotng 
estimates  and  the  amounts  appropriated  for  like  purposes  for  the  current  year: 

Total  amount  appropriated  for  year  ending  June  30, 1898 $1, 358, 100 

Total  of  above  estimates  for  year  ending  June  30, 1899 1,288,100 

m 

Excess  of  appropriations  overestimates 70,000 

This  IS  about  5  per  cent  decrease  in  the  estimated  expenditure. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  A.  Merritt, 
Third  A89i$t4int  Po9tmaiter-Otn€rMl. 
The  Postmastbr-Qrneral. 


No.  2. — Siatetnent  of  the  appropriations  and  expendituree  on  account  of  the  postal  Mrriai 

for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 


Items. 


Oj/iee  of  the  Poitmaster-Oen^rdl. 


Advertising... 
MJscelianeoas. 


OJHee  qf  the  Fint  Anistant  Pottmaster-OenmU, 


Compensation  of  postmasters 

Compensation  of  clerks  in  post-offlces 

Rent,  light,  and  fnel  for  first,  second,  and  third  class 

post-offices 

Miscellaneous  items,  including  office  furniture 

Advertising  at  first  and  second  class  post-offices 

Free-delivery  service 

Stationery  for  post-offices , 

Wrapping  twine , 

Wrapping  paper 

Letter  balances,  scales,  and  test  weights 

Postmarlcing  and  ratins  stamps 

Packing  boxes,  sawdust,  etc , 

Printing  facing  slips,  slide  labels,  etc 

Cancel!  ug  machines , 

Payment  of  money  orders  more  than  1  year  old 


OJle*  of  the  Second  Anistant  Pottmoittr-OenertU. 

Inland  mail  transportation : 

Railroads 

Railroad  sjiecial  fscilities 

SUr 

Steamboat 

Electric  and  cable  cars 

Mail-messenger  service 

Regulation,  screen,  or  other  wagon  service 

Mail  bass  and  catchers 

Mail  locKS  and  keys 

Repair  shop  for  mail  bags 

Railway  postrofflce  car  service 

Railway  post-office  clerks 

Miscellaneous  items 

Transportation  of  foreign  mails 

Balance  due  foreign  countries 

Additional  compensation  to  the  Oceanic  Steamship  Co. 

OJUe  qf  the  Third  AsHitant  Po8tmatter-Gen»ral 


Appropria- 
tions. 


Manufacture  of  postage  stamps 

Rent  for  office  for  postage-stamp  agent 

Distribution  of  postage  stamps 

Manufacture  of  stamped  envelopes 

Distribution  of  stamped  envelopes 

Manufacture  of  postal  cards 

Distribution  of  postal  cards 

Registered   package,    tag,  official  and   dead-letter 

envelopes 

Ship,  steamboat,  and  w^  letters 

Engraving,  printiug,  andbinding drafts  and  warrants 

Special-delivery  service 

Miscellaneous  items 


$5,000.00 
1.000.00 


16.250,000.00 
10,400,000.00 


1,000, 

150, 

15, 

12,847, 

60, 

80, 

50, 

10, 

30. 

1, 

15, 

00, 

27, 


20,000. 

100, 

5,854. 

400, 

150, 

1,130, 

710, 

845, 

46. 

8, 

3,400, 

7,789, 

1. 

1.825, 

120, 

80, 


000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
612. 63 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
500.00 
000.00 
000.00 
704.45 


000.00 
614.22 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
500.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 


160,000.00 

600.00 

12,000.00 

880,000.00 

17,800.00 

186,000.00 

7.800.00 

105,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

333,038.84 
500.00 


Expend!  tnrea 

to  Sept  30, 

1887. 


$4,906.t7 
45.00 


16,008,884.56 
10,372,403.84 

1,506,338.03 

137, 177. 30 

11, 288. 50 

12,842.277.20 

40,887.05 

79.071.63 

39,380.00 

6,670.13 

36,807.57 

753.05 

14,409.45 

5Q,  824.65 

27,704.45 


28,878, 

158, 

5,313. 

399. 

139. 

950, 

705, 

341, 

41, 

7, 

3,360, 

7,729, 

1,703, 

107, 

80. 


390.11 
014.92 
300.77 
990.59 
734.81 
233.04 
260.25 
965.16 
754.53 
749.24 
809.82 
838.39 
992.62 
018.77 
080.42 
000.00 


156,403.35 

600.00 

9,815.00 

719,194,79 

17,611.00 

171,377.03 

6,138.49 

91, 87a  39 
525.12 


333,038.84 


Balanoe 
imexpendad. 


9L6I 
955.00 


^658.3M.56 

27,506l16 

•3.661.97 

12.822.70 

3.711.50 

6,335.48 

112.95 

28.37 

10,623.00 

3,320.87 

3,192.43 

746.95 

690.56 

9,175.86 


121,1 

38,599.30 

40,699.23 

9.41 

10,266.19 

179,766.96 

4,739.75 

8.034.84 

3,24&47 

750.76 

39, 130. 18 

9,161.61 

7.48 

121,98L23 

12,919.68 


4,506.66 


2,184.40 

110,805.21 

189.00 

14,622.97 

1,66L61 

13,129.61 

474.88 

1.00a09 


>••• •«« • 


600.00 


« Expended  by  postmasters  in  excess  of  the  appropriatioB. 
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No.  2.— 


Statement  of  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  on  account  of  the  postal  service 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1897 — Continued. 


Items. 

Appropria- 
tiona. 

Expenditures 
to  S^.  80, 

Balance 
unexpended. 

OficB  vf  th§  Fourth  Aitigtant  Pott$na$ter'GmerdL 
Mail  denredationB  and  poat-oi&cd  inaDectora 

$300,000.00 
25, 000. 00 

9271,400.64 
6,700.00 

$28,509.36 
18,300.00 

PftVinAfit  of  m'vrjirda .....*............................ 

Total - 

94,070,609.64 

93,781.287.86 

953,766.83 

No.  3. — Statement  of  the  gross  postal  receipts,  by  quarters,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
SO,  1897,  compared  with  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  SO,  1896,  and  June  SO,  1895, 


Items  of  revenue. 


Letter  postage  paid  in  money 

Box  rents  and  branch  officea. . 

Fines  snd  penalties 

Postage  stamps,  stamped  en- 
Telopes,  newspaper  wrap- 
pers, etc 

Dead  letters 

Be  venue  ftom  money -order 
business 

Miscellaneous 

Total 


Beceipts  for  the  fiscal  year  1897. 


Quarter  endings 


Sept.  30, 1896. 


$34,826.28 

628,355.20 

5, 119. 50 


18, 143, 741. 25 
2,133.06 

221, 477. 92 
11, 230. 08 


Dec.  31, 1896. 


$1,013.13 

629, 780. 08 

5,653.99 


20,486,868.15 
5,286.66 

200, 124. 92 
6,756.39 


Mar.  31, 1897. 


$72, 374. 85 

633, 165. 81 

10,726.56 


20, 883. 545. 29 
1, 001. 10 

227,033.30 
4,331.36 


19. 046, 883. 29  ,21, 426, 381. 27  j21, 833, 078. 27 


June  80, 1897. 


$45, 208. 55 

631,541.17 

5,079.24 


19, 445, 390. 97 
2, 117. 22 

228, 544. 02 
1,227.83 


20,359,109.90 


Total. 


$154,322.81 

2, 522, 851. 21 

26,579.29 


78,959,545.66 
11,437.04 

967,181.06 
23,545.66 


82,665,462.73 


Items  of  revenue. 


Letter  postage  paid 
in  money 

Box  rents  and 
branch  ofilcea 

Fines  and  penalties. 

Postage  stamps, 
stamped  envel- 
opes, newspaper 
wrappers,  etc 

Dead  letters 

Bevenne  from  mon- 
ey-order business. 

Miscellaneous 

Unpaid  money  or- 
ders more  than 
lyearold 


Beceipts  for  the  fiscal  year  1806. 


Total  for 
1896. 


$52,783.40 

2,534,925.51 
28, 683. 77 


78,488,077.78 
10, 255. 79 

886, 185. 07 
29, 152. 51 


519.244.57 


Total 82,499,208.40 


Increase 

1897  over 

1896. 


$101,639.41 


Decrease 

1897  from 

1896. 


521,467.88 
1, 181. 26 

80,095.99 


705.184.53 


$12,074.30 
2,004.48 


Beceipts  for  the  fiscal  year  1805. 


Total  for 
1895. 


5,606.85 


519,244.57 


$135, 818. 06 

2,509.949.58 
20,889.68 


73,477,440.98 
12,217.45 

812,088.10 
14,774.34 


538,930.20 


76, 983, 128. 19 


Increase 

1897  over 

1895. 


$18, 504. 75 

12,901.63 
5,689.61 


5,482,104.68 


155.142.96 
8, 771. 32 


5,683,114.95 


Decrease 

1897  from 

1895. 


$780.41 


780. 41 


OiBoparison : 

Postal  recelpta  (including  amount  derived  from  money-order  business) . 

Increase  in  receipts  for  1897  as  compared  with  1890 

Increase  in  receipts  for  1897  as  compared  with  1895 

Postal  receipts  (excluding  amount  derived  from  money -order  business) . 

Increase  in  receipts  tot  1897  as  compared  with  1896 

Increase  in  receipts  for  1897  as  compared  with  1895 

P  II  a  97 45 


Amount. 


$82. 665, 462. 73 

166, 254. 33 

5, 682, 334.  M 

81.698,281.67 

85, 258.  34 

5, 527. 191. 58 


Percent. 


0.2 
7.38 


.1 
7.25 
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REPORT  OP  THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


No.  5. — Statement  of  receipts  and  diehuraements  at  Treasury  depositaries  during  the  ftcal 
year  ending  June  SO,  1897,  compared  with  the  previous  fiscal  year. 


Treasarer  United  States,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C.-<- • ...: 

ABsistant  Treasarer  United  States : 

Baltimore,  Md 

Boston,  Mass 

Chicago.  HI 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Kew  Orleans,  La 

New  York,  N.T 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

St.  Lonis,  Mo 

Designated  national  hanks 

Old  accounts 


Total 


Net  deposits. 


ra|ll,167. 
I     1,299, 

359, 
8,439, 
6,293. 
2,5<». 

921, 

11, 057, 

2,854, 

1,288, 

1, 953, 

80, 


718.38 
103.76 

492.16 
271.30 
985.03 
447. 10 
559.50 
496.78 
711.47 
64.3.96 
324.86 
038.74 


Transfer  account 


To- 


}  $226,530.55 


850, 
250. 

2,900, 
950, 
5.'H). 
700, 

2,600. 
100. 

2,450, 


000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 


48.224,788.19 


11,576,530.55 


From— 


$9,125,000.00 


1,200,000.00 


1«  225, 000. 00 


Aggrsfato 
aocnmulatioB. 


26,530.55 


$12. 683, 347. « 

1,209, 481 M 

3,689,271.30 
9,193,965.03 
3,519,447.11 
1,471.S59.M 
11,  757. 491 W 
6.454,711.47 
l,388.6aM 
4, 403. 324.  H 
30,038.74 


11,576,530.55  i      64,801,31&74 


Treasurer  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C 

Assistant  Treasurer   United 
Stotes: 

Baltimore,  Md 

Boston,  Mass 

Chicago,  111 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

New  Orleans,  La 

New  York,  N.Y , 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

St.  Lonis,  Mo 

Designated  national  hanks 

Old  accounts 


Total. 


Net  Increase. 


Comparison  of  receipts  with 
those  of  previous  flacal 
year. 


Increase. 


$1,857,713.88 
897.96 


23,969.46 

'si'sis.'si 


1, 915, 394. 61 
1, 555, 208. 99 


360, 185. 62 


Decrease. 


5$614,115.07 


$3,536,794.06 


184,596.06 

226, 318. 62 

66,452.95 


200,996.48 
104, 818. 81 

"94,*  747*  76 
3,162.84 


Amount  of  warranta  issued  for  1897 
compared  with  the  amoont  issoed  m 
account  previouB  flsoal  year. 


Warranta 

issued  for 

1897. 


1,227. 

2.506, 
9,274, 
3,405, 
1,457, 
10,694, 
5.498, 
1.353. 
4,302, 


000.59 
729.92 
505.68 
341.08 
308.63 
077.82 
451.84 
536.05 
803.64 


1,555,208.09 


43,256,550.23 


$25,021.02 


282,370.56 
145,625.53 
4,992.51 
732.581.34 
216,809.54 
74,714.87 
176,278.63 


969.197.13 


21,59&S9 


1,658,403,00 
00,765.72 


90. 765. 7! 


1, 607, 637. 28 


Treasurer  United  States,  Washing- 
ton, D.C 

Assistant  treasurer  United  States: 

Baltimore,  Md 

Booton,  Mass 

Chicago,  HI 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

New  Orleans.  La 

New  York,  N.Y 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

St.  Louis,  Mo 

Designated  national  hanks 

Old  accounts 


Total 


Netbalanoe. 


Amount  of 

warrants  paid 

for  1897. 


$3,539,626.84 


1,226, 
2,506, 
9,290. 
3.404, 
1.457, 
10, 703, 
5,498, 
1, 346, 
4,299, 


829.64 
683.77 
904.76 
929.69 
343.15 
544.86 
443.01 
841.22 
256.40 


43,274,401.03 


Balance  on 

hand  June  30, 

1897. 


$484,415.61 

30,388.76 
451.695.42 
655,699.60 
392,630.30 

63,089.80 
963, 927. 60 
554, 285. 15 
174, 603. 34 
210, 178. 51 

10, 047. 57 

37,277.06 


Amonnt  of  war- 
rants out- 
standing June 
80,1&7. 


$5,568.23 

1,216.00 
2.327.10 
0.533.04 
4,090.13 
7,086.48 
4.657.01 
1,091.10 
17, 286. 71 
26,270.48 


4. 028, 088. 70 
70, 677. 40 


3,048,411.80 


70,677.40 


Balance  sub- 
ject to  draft 
June  30, 1897. 


$478,847.9 

20,121.78 
440,36R.23 
646.166.51 
388,440.21 

56.063.37 
069. 270. 56 
652,593.91 
157.31161 
183.908.08 

10.047.57 

87, 177. 06 


3,048,411.39 


a  Grants  from  general  Treasury  on  aoconn  of  deficiency  in  the  postal  revenne. 
0  Increase  in  grants. 
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Balance  <m  faand  Jane  ao,  18M $4,077,734.84 

Beeeipts  for  fiscal  year  1897 43,224,788.19 

47,802,523.03 
WarranU  paid  during  flaeal  year  1897 43,274,401.93 

4,028,121.10 
Oonnter-entry  receipts  on  aoconnt  of  fiscal  year  1806 32.40 

Balanceon  hand  Jnne30, 1897 .' 4,028,08A.70 

Warraots  ontstanding  June  30, 1897 79,677.40 

Balance  snliject  to  warrant  June  30, 1897 3,948,411.80 


No.  6. — Postage  stamps,  stamped  envelopes,  newspaper  wrappers,  and  postal  cards  issued 

during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897, 

OBDINABY  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 


Dmominatioii. 


1-cent 

i-cent 

3-eent 

4^jent 

5<ent 

(cent 

8-cent 

10-cent 

15-cent 

50.eent 

II 

n 

$5 

lOoent  special-delivery 

Total 

Vilne 


Qnarter  ending- 


Sept.  80, 1806. 


145,068,800 

507,181,600 

8,883,400 

4,473,900 

9,612,140 

1, 125, 250 

1,771,550 

3,712,880 

360.280 

20,480 

3,040 

190 

60 

1.025,720 


Dec.  31, 1896. 


189,247,600 

653,723,400 

5,486,500 

6,139,600 

12,200,060 

1, 512, 450 

2,587,000 

4, 621, 050 

596,740 

37,180 

10,600 

880 

50 

1,095,630 


678,188,290!      777,259,540 


113, 119, 486 


$14,977,250 


Mar.  81, 1897. 


194,221,800 

582.608,700 

5, 956, 700 

5,909.250 

12,250,880 

1, 516, 750 

2,473,900 

4, 665, 050 

491.860 

14, 170 

8,880 

1,060 

1,660 

1,046,610 


811, 062, 170 


$15,574,764 


June  30, 1897. 


196,113,400 

675,663,300 

4,459,700 

5,232.900 

10,310,040 

1,429,450 

2,472,900 

4,120,410 

443.940 

87,970 

6,815 

20 

1,000 

1,178,370 


801,470,215 


$15,243,917 


Total. 


724,661,600 

2,219,027,000 

19,786,300 

21,755,660 

44,874,020 

5,583,900 

9,305,350 

17,119,390 

1,892,820 

109.800 

23,335 

2,150 

2,670 

4, 846, 330 


3,067.980,216 


$58,915,418 


NEWSPAPER  Ain>  PEBIODICAL  STAMPS. 


1-cent 

2^ient 

h-o&nX 

10-cent 

25^ent ..... 

SO^sent 

82 

•6 

$10 

$20 

$M 

$100 

Total 

Vshie 


275,200 

840.925 

235.640 

259, 025 

114.610 

117.851 

29.158 

U,259 

6,964 

5,000 

1,255 

3,265 


1,400,152 


$808,334 


287,000 

347, 050 

259,150 

285.245 

118,060 

117,020 

31,876 

13.120 

8,130 

4,990 

1,115 

3,495 


1,476,250 


$855,018 


249,900 

820,650 

242.000 

282,816 

109,694 

112,346 

33,692 

10,440 

6,566 

4,280 

930 

8,065 


1,876,277 


$756,699 


233.050 

812,400 

212, 570 

248,850 

111,800 

118, 710 

29,185 

10,780 

5,855 

4,190 

1,120 

8,090 


1,291,600 


$751,017 


1,045,150 

1,321,026 

949,360 

1,076,935 

454,064 

465,927 

123.910 

45,599 

27.514 

18,460 

4,420 

12,915 


5,6U,279 


$3,171,068 


POSTAGE-DUE  STAMPS. 


l-c«nt 

2-cent 

3-cent 

&-cent 

10-eent 

SO-cent..... 
50-cent..... 

Total 

Valne 


2,250,600 

1, 937, 900 

39,400 

133,880 

277,690 

2,790 

2,160 


4, 653, 520 


$98,906 


2,106,000 

2, 130, 650 

108,500 

237,440 

344,790 

2,060 

1,520 


4,930,960 


$U4,657 


2,062,900 

2,072,800 

49,000 

181.000 

894,410 

1,180 

1,010 


4,763,500 


$112,953 


2,285,000 

2,315,400 

103, 100 

153, 740 

366.450 

1,120 

570 


6,225,380 


$117, 204 


8, 713, 500 

8, 456, 750 

300,600 

706,600 

1,383,240 

7,150 

5,260 


19,  r*73, 160 


$443,720 
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No.  5. — Statement  of  receipts  and  disbursements  at  Treasury  depositories  during  the  fiicsl 
year  ending  June  30, 1897,  compared  with  the  previous  fiscal  year. 


Treasurer  United  States,  Wnshing- 

ton,  D.  C ■: 

Assistant  Treasarer  United  States : 

Baltimore,  Md 

Boston,  Mass 

Chicago,  HI 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

New  Orleans.  La 

New  York,  N.Y 

Philadelpliia,  Pa 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

St.  Lonis,  Mo 

Designated  national  banks 

Old  accounts 


Total 


Net  deposits. 


fa|ll,157, 
\     1,299, 

359, 
8,439, 
6,293, 
2,5<». 

921, 

11, 067, 

2,854, 

1,288, 

1^953, 

30, 


713.88 
103.76 

492.16 
271.30 
985.03 
447. 10 
659.56 
496.78 
711.47 
643.96 
324.86 
038.74 


43,224,788.19 


Transfer  acooant 


To- 


}    $226,630.55 


850. 
250, 

2,900, 
950, 
S.'H), 
700, 

2,600. 
100. 

2,450, 


000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 


11,576,530.55 


Ftmb— 


$9,125,000.00 


1«  200, 000. 00 


1,225.000.00 


Aggregate 
aoenmulation. 


26,530.65 


$12.683,347.« 

1,200.49111 
3,689,271.10 
9. 193.965.03 
3,519,447.19 
1,471,  He.  56 
11.757.4ML78 
5,454,711.47 
l,388,6aM 
4, 403, 324.  H 
3O,03&74 


11, 676, 630. 56        54, 801, 81&74 


Treasurer  United  States, 

Washington,  D.C , 

Assistant  Treasurer  United 
States: 

Baltimore,  Md 

Boston,  Mass 

Chicago,  111 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

New  Orleans,  La 

New  York,  N.T 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

St.  Lonis,  Mo 

Designated  national  banks 

Old  accounts 


JL  vUU  ■•••••••«••■ 


Net  Increase. 


Comparison  of  receipts  with 
those  of  previous  fiscal 
year. 


Increase. 


$1,867,713.88 
897.96 


23,969.46 


1, 915, 394. 61 
1,655,208.90 


360,185.62 


Decrease. 


6$614,116.97  $3,536,794.06 


184,596.06 

226, 318. 62 

66,452.95 


200.906.48 
104,818.81 


Amount  of  warrants  issued  for  1887 
compared  with  the  amoont  isfoed  oa 
account  previona  fiscal  year. 


Warrant* 

issned  for 

1897. 


94,747.76 
3,162.84 


1,227. 
2,506, 
9,274, 
3,405, 
1.457, 
10,694, 
5,498, 
1.353, 
4,302, 


000.69 
729.92 
505.68 
341.08 
308.63 
077.82 
451.84 
536.96 
803.64 


1,555,208.09  43,256,650.23 


$25,021.02 


Decreaie. 


|88,1C7.13 


282,879.56 
145.626.53 
4,992.61 
732.581.34 
216,809.54 
74,714.87 
176,278.63 


21,SM.BI 


1,658,403,00 
00,765.72 


1, 607. 637. 28 


90,765.7! 


Treasurer  United  States,  Washing- 
ton, D.C 

Assistant  treasurer  United  States: 

Baltimore,  Md 

Boston,  Mass 

Chicago,  ni 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

New  Orleans,  La 

New  York,  NY 

Philadelphia,  Pa 

San  Francisco,  Cal 

St.  Lonis,  Mo 

Designated  national  hanks 

Old  accounts 


Total 


Net  balance. 


Amount  of 

warrants  paid 

for  1897. 


$3,539,625.84 


1,226, 
2,506, 
9,290, 
3, 404, 
1,457, 
10, 703, 
5,498, 
1, 346, 
4,299, 


829.64 
683.77 
904.76 
929.69 
343.15 
544.86 
443.01 
841.22 
256.49 


48,274,401.93 


Balance  on 

hand  June  80, 

1897. 


$484,415.61 

30,338.76 
451,695.42 

656. 699. 60 
802,630.39 

63. 089. 80 
963,927.60 
554, 285. 15 
174, 603. 34 

210. 178. 61 
10,047.57 
37,277.06 


Amonnt  of  war- 
rants out- 
standing Juno 
80,1&7. 


$6,568.23 

1,216.99 
2.327.19 
9.533.04 
4,090.13 
7,036.43 
4.657.01 
1,091.19 
17, 286. 71 
26,270.48 


4,028,088.70 
79, 677. 40 


3,948,411.30 


79, 677. 40 


Balance  sab- 
lOOt  to  draft 
0110  30,1897. 


J 


$478,847.9 

29,121.71 
449.308.23 
646,161.51 
388,440.21 

56.063.r 
969. 270. 56 
652,593.91 
167,316.61 
183.908.06 

10.047.57 

37,277.06 


8,948,411.90 


a  Grants  from  general  Treasury  on  aoconn  of  deficiency  in  the  postal  reTenae. 
b  Increase  in  grants. 
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Bdance  on  taaoclJaiie  ao,  18M $4,077,734.84 

Beeeipto  for  fiscal  year  1897 43,224,788.19 

47,802,523.08 
Warranto  paid  dazing  fliMl  year  1897 43,274,401.98 

4,028,121.10 
Omntor-entry  reoeipto on  aoconnt of  fiscal  year  1806 32.40 

Balanoeon  hand  Jnne80, 1807 .' 4,028.08fl.70 

Wazraoto oatotanding  June  30, 1807 79,677.40 

Balance  snlUeet  to  warrant  Jane  80,1807 8,948,411.80 


No.  6. — Po9taffe  Biamptf  9iamped  envelopcB,  newtpaper  wrappert,  and  poiial  cards  isBned 

during  theJUcal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897. 

OBDINABY  POSTAGE  STAMPS. 


Denomination. 


1-cent 

2-ceut 

8-eent 

44ent 

6-eent 

O^ent 

8^nt 

10-cent 

IScent 

50-cent 

II 

12 

$5 

l<kent  special -deliyery 

Total 

Valae 


Qnarter  ending- 


Sept.  80, 1806. 


145,068,800 

507,181,600 

3,883,400 

4,473,000 

9,612,140 

1, 125, 250 

1, 771, 550 

8,712,880 

860.280 

20,480 

2,040 

100 

60 

1,025,720 


Dec.  81, 1896. 


$13,119,486 


189,247,500 

553,723,400 

5,486,500 

6,139.600 

12,200,060 

1, 512, 450 

2,587,000 

4,621.050 

596,740 

37.180 

10,600 

880 

50 

1,095,630 


678,188,290        777,259,540 


$14,977,250 


Mar.  81. 1897. 


194,221,800 

582, 508, 700 

5. 956. 700 

5. 909, 250 

12,250,880 

1,516,750 

2,473,900 

4,665,050 

491,860 

14, 170 

8,880 

1,060 

1,660 

1,046,610 


811, 062, 170 


$15,574,754 


Jane  30, 1807. 


196,113,400 

675.663,800 

4,459,700 

5,232.900 

10, 310, 040 

1,420,450 

2,472,900 

4,120,410 

443,940 

87,970 

6,815 

20 

1,000 

1,178,870 


801, 470, 215 


$15,243,017 


Total. 


724, 651, 500 

2,210,027,000 

19,786,800 

21, 755. 660 

44,874.020 

5,583,900 

9,805,850 

17,119,390 

1,802,820 

109.800 

23.335 

2,150 

2,670 

4, 846, 330 


3,067,980,216 


$58,915,418 


NEWSPAPEB  JlKD  PEBIODICAL  STAMPS. 


1-oent 

2^&t 

5^wnt 

10-cent 

2&-cent ..... 

SOHsent 

12 

16 

•10 

I» 

160 

HOO 

Total 

Vatne 


275,200 

840.925 

235,640 

259. 025 

114.610 

117,851 

29,158 

11,259 

6,964 

5,000 

1,255 

3,266 


1, 400, 152 


$808,384 


287,000 

347,050 

250,150 

285.245 

118,060 

117, 020 

81,875 

13,120 

8.130 

4,990 

1,115 

8,495 


1,476,250 


$855,018 


348,900 

820,650 

242,000 

282,815 

100,594 

112, 346 

33,692 

10,440 

6,566 

4,280 

980 

8,065 


1, 876, 277 


$756,699 


233.050 

812,400 

212, 570 

248,850 

111,800 

118,710 

29,185 

10,780 

5,855 

4,190 

1,120 

8,090 


1,291,600 


$751,017 


1,015,150 

1,321,025 

049,860 

1,075,935 

454,064 

465,927 

123. 910 

45,599 

27,514 

18,460 

4.420 

12,915 


5,5U,279 


$3,171,068 


POSTAGE-DUE  STAMPS. 


1-cent 

2-Gent 

3-oent 

S«ent 

10-oent..... 

30^)ent 

50-cent..... 

Total 

Value 


2,259,600 

1, 937, 900 

89,400 

133,880 

277,590 

2,790 

2,160 


4, 653,  S20 


$98,906 


2,106,000 

2,130,650 

108,500 

237,440 

344,790 

2,060 

1,520 


4,030,960 


$114,657 


2,062,900 

2,072,800 

49,000 

181.600 

894,410 

1,180 

1,010 


4,763,500 


$112,953 


2,285,000 

2. 315, 400 

103,100 

153, 740 

366,450 

1,120 

570 


5,225,380 


$117, 204 


8, 713, 500 

8,456,750 

300,600 

706,060 

1,883,240 

7,150 

5,260 


19,r.73,160 


$448,720 
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No.  6. — Postage  Btampt,  stamped  envelopes,  newspaper  wrappers^  and  postal  cards  imai 

during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO,  1S97 — CoDtinned. 

SPECIAL-BEQUEST  STAMPED  ENVSLOPSS. 


Denominatioii. 


l-cent 
2-ceiit 
4-ceut 
5-cezit 


Total. 


Valae 


Quarter  ending- 


Sept.  30, 1896. 


8, 525, 500 

78, 082, 750 

26,500 

43,600 


82, 578, 250 


$1,768,608.65 


Deo.  31, 1896. 


4,202,500 

84,937,750 

20,750 

44,000 


89,205,000 


$1,906,887.87 


Mar.  31, 1887. 


4,280,750 

85,478,000 

43,500 

45,500 


89,847,750 


June  80, 1897. 


8,833,000 

79,435,250 

24,500 

82,500 


82,825,250 


$1,920,414.58 


$1,776,015.84 


Total 


15.3417S0 

828,8B,7M 

1U,S« 

16a,m 


814. 456.80 
$7,371,178.94 


ORDINARY  STAMPED  ENVELOPES  AND  NEWSPAPER  WRAPPEBS. 


l-cent 

2-cent 

4-cent , 

6-ceiit 

l-cent  wrappers 
2-ceut  wrappers 


Total. 


Value 


8, 785, 750 

38,116,250 

19,000 

47,000 

9,385,000 

410, 500 


56,768,500 


$1,046,303.09 


10,473,000 

41. 621, 250 

20.250 

40,750 

10,325.000 

552.500 


63, 032, 750 


$1,155,260.45 


9,594,000 

40,719,250 

33,500 

42,000 

9, 568, 750 

588,250 


00.546,750 


9,818,000 

40,740.750 

24.000 

44,750 

9,134,750 

470,500 


60.232,760 


$1,118,726.13     $1,114,225.00 


88.870,151 

161, 197.  SN 

98, 7» 

174,500 

88,413.900 

2,  OB,  790 


340,575,190 


$4,434,681.17 


POSTAL  CAEDS. 


A,  l-cent 

B,  l-cent. 

D,  2-cent 

E,  2-cent. 
F,4.cent. 
6,  l-cent 


Total. 


Value 


238.500 

391,000 

1,297,750 

61, 200 

750 

112,200,000 


114,198,200 


$1, 155, 594 


249,500 

414, 500 

1, 163, 000 

96,550 

4.250 

128,116,500 


130, 044, 300 


$1, 313, 166 


271,500 

888.000 

1,209,000 

135,500 

250 

154, 210, 000 


156,214,250 


$1,575,505 


262,000 


1,807,750 

140,000 

1.760 

120,040,000 


123,161.500 


$1,251,045 


1.621,900 
1,193.  MO 

6,477.S00 

4S3.se 

7  OOO 
615, 475^500 


523.606.2S0 


t6,2»,4M 


RECAPITULATION. 


Articles  issued. 


Ordinary  postage  stamps 

Special-deliTery  stamns 

Newspaper  and  perioolcal  stamps 

Postage-d  ne  stamps 

Ordinary  stamped  envelopes 

Spocial-reqnest  envelopes 

Newspaper  wrappers 

Postal  cards 

Aggregate 


Number. 


8,063,638.886 

4.346,830 

5,544,279 

19, 573, 160 

200, 189, 500 

844,456.250 

40,436,250 

523,608,250 


4,201,787.904 


$58, 489.7801 09 
434.683.00 

8,171,068.00 
448,780.00 

4.009,883.67 

7,371,870.94 
484.580.00 

6.286.400.00 


79,«31,96Ltl 


THIRD   ASSISTANT — STAMP  ISSUES. 
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No.  7. — I$$ue  of  postage  9tamp$,  stamped  envelopes,  newspaper  wrappers,  and  postal  oardSt 

denominaHans,  for  thefiecal  year  ending  June  50 ,  1897. 


Denomiiiatioii. 

Ordinary,  spe- 
oial-deliyery, 
andpoatage- 
dae  aUunpa. 

Stamped  en- 

Teloi)ea  and 

newspaper 

wrappers. 

Postal  cards, 

not  indading 

those  shipped 

to  snbagenoies. 

Kewspaper 

and  penodlcal 

stamps. 

Total. 

1-cwit 

733,365.000 

2,227,483,760 

20,086,900 

21,755,650 

45, 080, 680 

5,583,900 

9, 305. 350 

22,848,960 

1,802,820 

92,426,000 
402,064,000 

617,690,600 
6,910,760 

1,045.150 
1, 321, 025 

1,844,526,650 

2,726,760,525 

20. 086. 900 

2-ceiit 

3*061lt 

4-ceiit 

212,000 
340.000 

7.000 

21. 974. 650 

S'C^iit 

949,360 

46. 370. 040 

6-C6Dt 

6,683,900 

8-cent 

........  .           ' 

9, 306, 350 

lO-cent 

1, 075, 935 

23. 924. 895 

15-oeiit 

1, 892, 820 

7&-etnt 

454,064 

454,064 

SO-cent 

7,150 

115,060 

23,335 

2,150 

2,670 

7,150 

50-cent 

465,927 

680,987 

$1 

23,335 

$2 

123, 910 
45,509 
27,514 
18,460 
4,420 
12,916 

126,060 

$5 

48, 260 

$10 

27.514 

$20 

18,460 

$50 

4,420 

•••*••••««      • 

12, 916 

Total 

8,087,553,375 

686,039,000 

623,608.250             6,544,279 

4,201,737,904 

$50,359,133.00 

$U,  806, 960. 61 

$6,295,400.00 

$3,171,068.00 

$79, 631. 661. 61 

No.  8. — Statement  shoicing  increaee  and  decrease  in  the  issue  of  postage  stamps,  stamped 
envelopes,  newspaper  wrappers,  and  postal  cards  for  the  fleeal  year  ending  June  SO,  1S97, 
as  compared  with  the  issue  of  the  preceding  year. 


Articles  iaraed. 

1896. 

1897. 

Nnmber. 

Amount. 

Number. 

Amount. 

Ordinary  nostaee  stamps 

3,025,481.467 

4, 466, 270 

6, 505, 672 

19,351,714 

218, 016, 500 

354,075,750 

43,048,000 

524, 820, 150 

$57,774,638.00 
446, 627. 00 

2,819,177.00 
450, 658. 00 

4,305,618.32 

7,668,070.07 
608,285.50 

6,805,028.00 

8,063,633,885 

4, 346, 330 

6,6U,279 

19, 673, 160 

200,139,500 

844,456,250 

40,486,250 

623,608,260 

$58,480,780.00 

SiMcial-deliverT  staiDDS 

434. 633. 00 

Newspaper  ana  periodical  stampa 

Postam^ao  stAmns 

8,171,068.00 
443, 720. 00 

Orrfinarr  stamnMi  en vAlnnea  ...........r 

4, 009, 993. 67 

Speelal-reqaest  envelopea. 

7, 871, 876. 94 

Kewsnaner  wraDDsrs .................... 

424,590.00 

Postal  cards ...« 

6, 295, 400. 00 

Total 

4,195,666,523 

79.178,101.89 

4,901,737,904 

79,681.561.61 

Articles  issned. 

Increase. 

Per  cent  of  increaae. 

Nnmber. 

Amonnl 

Number. 

Amount 

OrdinArvDoatatre  st-amns  ................ 

88,152,418 

a  119, 940 

38,607 

221.446 

al7,877,000 

«  9, 619, 500 

03,511,750 

al.  211, 900 

$706,142.00 

a  11, 994. 00 

861,891.00 

a6,938.00 

a295,624.66 

a  196, 693. 13 

•  83,695.60 

09, 628. 00 

1.26 

a2.69 

.70 

1.14 

•  8. 20 

a2.72 

a7.99 

a. 23 

1.22 

Saecial  dollTery  stamns 

a2.69 

liewspaper  ana  periodical  stamps 

Postage dne atamna  ..................... 

12.48 
al.54 

Ordinarr  atamned  epvAloTWM 

a6.87 

Rneciftl'nrnneat envelonea  ,.,^. ,..,,■,* 

02.60 

Newananer  WTannera .................... 

a  16. 47 

PofltM  fards  ..........■■•>.■>•••■'< -r«i- 

0.18 

Total 

6,072,381 

463,450.72 

.14 

.67 

aDecretMb 
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No.  9.-- Value  of  pottage  etampt  ieey^id,  by  jUeal  yeart,  from  their  introdueiumj  July  I, 

1847,  to  June  SO,  1897. 


Year. 


1847. 
1848. 
1849. 
ia50. 
1851. 
1852. 
1833. 
1854. 
1855. 
1856. 
1857. 
1858. 
1859. 
1860. 
1801. 
1862. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1868. 
1869. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
1875. 
1876. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
1882. 
1883. 
1884. 
1885. 
1886. 
1887. 
1888. 
1889. 
1890. 
1891. 
1892. 
1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 
1897. 


Ordinary. 


>     $274,710.00 


1,635, 

1,008, 

1,526, 

2,056, 

3,611, 

4,337, 

4,946, 

6,279, 

5,920, 

6,908, 

7,078. 

»,«83, 

10, 177, 

12,009, 

10, 816, 

11, 678, 

11,761, 

12,722, 

13,976, 

14,630, 

15,840, 

16, 681, 

17, 275, 

18,271, 

18,773, 

18, 181, 

19,468, 

20, 117, 

22, 414, 

24,040, 

28,679, 

30,307, 

29,077, 

28,429, 

31, 172, 

33, 774, 

36, 293, 

37,996, 

42,734, 

46, 239, 

48,850, 

53, 603, 

50,590, 

53, 351, 

67, 774, 

68,480, 


638.61 
792.91 
800.00 
127.00 
274.40 
185.20 
374.35 
405.00 
939.00 
522.60 
188.00 
394.00 
827.00 
987.50 
661.00 
607.00 
014.00 
568.00 
768.00 
715.00 
640.00 
189.00 
242.00 
479.00 
454.00 
676.00 
618.00 
259.00 
928.00 
627.00 
528.00 
179.00 
444.00 
628.00 
304.  UO 
166.00 
188.00 
027.00 
108.00 
050.00 
502.00 
646.00 
540.00 
789.30 
638.00 
780.00 


Official. 


1494, 
1, 415, 
834. 
663, 
014, 
618, 
624, 
140, 
107. 
139, 
125, 
140, 


974.70 
845.20 
970.25 
831.50 
107.20 
094.60 
999.95 
199.08 
777.32 
991.75 
839. 20 
040.00 


Newspaper 

and 
periodical. 


1815,002.47 
945,254.75 
1, 000, 605. 10 
1, 093, 845. 80 
1,088,412.16 
1,252,903. 30 
1,398.674.00 
1,602,069.70 
1,752,564.50 
1,923,217.80 
2,047,268.50 
1,097,390.00 
1,864,413.80 
1,588,425.00 
1,663,751.00 
1,711.464.00 
2,055,798.00 
2,209,516.00 
2,850,324.00 
2, 013, 920. 00 
2, 845, 188. 50 
2,819,177.00 
3,171,008.00 


Poatage^ne. 


Specialde- 


>pec 
liv 


ivery. 


$365,957.00 
251,836.00 
254,393.00 
362,170.00 
404,915.90 
353,611.00 
308,492.00 
159,989.00 
235,136.00 
283.964.00 
299,901.00 
824,712.00 
361,573.00 
425. 970. 00 
433,683.60 
428,816.00 
446,462.50 
460,658.00 
443.720.00 


8350,956 
124,594 
183,179 
157,565 
212,069 
266.935 
311.722 
352,807 
367,402 
390,878 
446.627 
434,633 


TotiL 


$274,710,011 


1,535,S».S1 
1,608,71191 
1,528, 300.  OP 
2,  OH,  127.01 
3,611,274.40 
4,337,135.9 
4.945.37i3S 
5.27S,4(&0P 
5,920.908.00 
5,908, 521« 
7, 078,  U&  00 
9.683.a94.« 
10,177,327.00 
12. 099.987.  SO 
iO,8l6.66LOO 
11.578,007.00 
11,751.014.00 
12,722.506.00 
13,976,768.00 
14.630,715.00 
1 5. 810. 649. 00 
17.176,163,70 
18, 091, 087.  to 
10.922.351.72 
20,382.540.25 
19.786.388.30 
21.180.557.90 
22. 196;.  628. 11 
24,039,866.38 
85.801.471.12 
80,773,759.45 
32,500.498.60 
:a.  494. 312. 80 
3O.785,38&50 
32.799.609.00 
35. 498, 299. 80 
88,298.741.00 
40.116.544.00 
44.982,37^.00 
48,913.356.00 
51, 797. 77a  00 
67,230.260.50 
54.000.678.00 
67.083,308.90 
61,491.100.00 
62.530,201.00 


l:r)    ASSISTANT SECOND-CLAHS    MATTER. 


Ysu  anltlDg  Jon*  >o. 


Weigbt.    Potiagc 


I    luth. 


1,  SU.  81 


U.800      jee.oc 


49B.U5 
515,77* 


x,R.l... 
lt> 

,N.r.... 


«r,  N.  H. . 

lUe.  ris. 

rk.  K.  T. . 

.T 

iilo,T«. 

rk.Ark... 


3,W2,TB 


2Sl.Ng      a,538.M 


UT.Il! 
1H.IM 

188,(01 

182,  IOC 
ITCKt 


372!  ITS 
31 1 275 


S,  MS.  351       284.8: 


291. 83e 
Zlfli  207 


,173.12 
,811.85 
,588.0] 
.807.68 
,820.35 


85.011 
38,380 


M.oes 


TV'  Z2. 52 
131    *.« 

83;i«7.3« 


M:::: 


ISO.  MO 

152.  OM 

151. 5U 


104,580 
209,493 


716  REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

No.  11. — Statement,  hy  fiscal  years,  of  the  number  of  postal  cards  supplied  posimatien 
from  the  date  of  their  jfirst  issue,  May  i,  1873,  to  June  SO,  2897, 


Year. 


June  30— 
1873.. 
1874.. 
1875.. 
187«.. 
1877.. 
1878.. 
1870.. 
1880.. 
1881.. 
1882.. 
1888.. 
1884.. 
1885.. 
1886.. 
1887.. 
1888.. 
1880.. 
1800.. 
1801.. 
1802.. 
1803.. 
1804.. 
1805.. 
1896.. 
1807.. 


l-€ent. 


81,004,000 
01,070.000 
107,616.000 
150. 815. 000 
170. 015. 500 
200,630,000 
221,707,000 
260,754,000 
308.412,500 
351,304,600 
870,424,600 
362,780,500 
330,336,500 
355,400,000 
356,778.000 
881,671.500 
386,672,500 
420,841,600 
423.817,000 
511,122,000 
516, 971, 850 
464, 178, 000 
487,811,500 
510,147,000 
517,000,600 


l«eBi. 


2,706.500 

124,000 

103,500 

02,250 

87,250 

80,000 

140,000 

161,250 

126,000 

136,000 

173,750 

880,750 

811,500 

18,830,000 

4,318,750 

4,485,800 

5,668,400 

8,810,750 


184,750 
8,000 
8,250 
4,750 
7,000 


ToteL 


31,004.000 

01,  on,  000 

107,61S,000 

150,815.000 

170, 015,  M 

200,630.000 

221,797,000 

272.5SO.5O0 

306,536,900 

351.481000 

87>,61C,7M 

SOZ.STV.TSO 

830.416,500 

856,648,000 

856. 830. 250 

881.797,500 

888,806,500 

420,515.350 

424,216,750 

511,433,500 

468,490.750 
482,305.550 
524.820.150 


No.  12. — Comparative  statement  of  seoond-elass  matter  mailed  at  posUofioes  of  ike  first 

elass  during  the  past  two  years. 


Post-office. 


New  York,N.Y... 

Chicago,  lU 

St  Loain,  Mo 

Boston,  Ma«0 

Philadelphia,  Pa... 
Cincinnati,  Ohio  . . . 
Minneapolia,  Minn . 

Augnsta,  Me 

San  Francisco.  Cal . 
Kansas  City,  Mo... 
Milwaukee,  Wis... 
Cleveland,  Ohio. . . . 

I>etroit,  Mioh 

Pittsburg,  Pa 

St.  Paul,  Minn 

Springfield,  Ohio... 

Atlanta,  Ga 

Denver,  Colo 

Elgin,  ni 

Lonisville,  Ky 

Springfleld,  Mass.. 

Baltimore,  Md 

Washington,  B.C.. 

Omaha,  Nebr 

Kashville,  Tenn... 
New  Orleans,  La . . . 
Des  Moines,  Iowa. . 
Indianapolis,  Ind . . 

Buffalo,  N.  Y 

Toledo,  Ohio 

Dallas,  Tex 1 


Year  ending  June  30, 
1806. 


Weight. 


Postage 
oolloctod. 


Pounds. 
67.130.0321671,300.32 

42.013,373,  420,133.73 

17.610,000  176,100.00 

16,623.536!  166,235.36 

13,726,810;  137,268.10 

8,574,421  85,744.21 

5,600,350;  56,003.50 

5, 630, 022  56, 300. 22 

5, 182,  2U2  51, 822. 02 

4,806.568:  48,065.68 

8,735,062  87,350.62 

8,643,073  86,439.73 

8,668,&30'  35,688.80 

8.307,180|  88,071.80 

8,241,140  32,411.40 

2,850,724  28,507.24 

2.608,7661  26,087.65 

2,603,507|  26,035.07 

2,258,241  22,582.41 

2,161,888  21,618.88 

3,077,548  20,775.48 

2,023,708  20,237.08 

1,985,055  10,050.55 

1,048,018  10.480.18 

1,778,720  17.787.26 

1,606,757  16,967.57 

1, 363, 706  13, 637. 06 

1,332.722  13.327.22 

1,277.014  12,770.14 

1,252.311  12,523.11. 

1,066,905  10,668.06' 


Year  ending  June  30, 
1807. 


Weight. 


Pounds. 
75,661,325 
42,074,404 
16,308.010 
16,630,613 
13,448,242 
8,845,818 
5,606.712 
6,072,885 
5, 186, 305 
6,086,230 
3. 667, 120 
3,446,763 
3,481,113 
3, 669, 287 
8, 412, 863 
2,  502, 626 
3,005.255 
2, 510, 150 
2,264,847 
2,072,754 
2.306.003 
2.070,055 
2,450,161 
2, 127. 881 
1, 840, 604 
1,681,065 
1,586,017 
1,348,097 
1,453,203 
1,486.747 
1,184.8661 


Postage 
collected. 


$756,613.25 
420,744.04 
163,089.10 
166, 806. 13 
134,482.42 
00, 458. 18 
56,067.12 
60,728.85 
61,863.05 
50,862.38 
36,671.29 
84.467.63 
34.841.13 
86,692.87 
84,128.63 
25,026.26 
30, 052. 55 
25.101.60 
22.640.47 
20,727.54 
23.060.03 
20, 700. 55 
24.501.61 
21,278.81 
18, 406. 04 
16,810.65 
16. 860. 17 
13,480.87 
14.532.83 
14,867.47 
11,848.66 


Increase  or  decrease  for 
1887. 


Weight. 


Postage. 


Per 
oeat. 


Pounds. 

8,521,883 

61,031; 

1,211.000 

7,077; 

278,568 

1,871,807 

82,638 

442,863, 

4, 103' 

270,671 

68,833 

187,210 

84,717 

862,107 

171,723 

857,008 

486,480 

84,857 

6,706 

88,134, 

818,4451 

47.247 

456,106, 

178,863| 

61,868; 

15,602' 

822,221 

16.275 

176, 270 

884,486 

118,061 


185,213.83  12.68 

610.31       .15 

18,110.00  a6.8S 

7a77       .04 

3,785.68  a2. 10 

18,713.87   15.88 

820.88  al. 63 

4,428.63     7.87 

41.83       .08 

3,786.71     6.82 

688.33aL84 
1,872.10  a  5. 41 

847.17  a2. 32 
3,621.07  10.88 
1,717.23  5.80 
8,570.88012.48 
4.864.00   18.26 

843.57  a8.24 
67.06       .80 

881.34,  a4.fi 
8,184.45   15.88] 

472.471  8.33 
4,661.06,  88.81 
1,789.68     8.18 

610.68     8.48 

166.82  •.08] 
8,822.21   16.88 

162.75  1.21 
1,762.78  18.80 
8,844.86  16.78 
1,186.81  U. 


Percent 
of  tots! 
axBOttsk 

ooUoctsd 
in  the 
United 
Sutes. 


84.11 

18.54 

5.2B 

5.36 

4.33 

8.  SI 

1.80 

1.95 

l.«7 

1.64 

LIS 

Ml 

1.U 

1.18 

LIO 

.81 

1.00 

.81 

.73 

.67 

.Ti 

.67 

.78 


.54 
.51 
.43 

.47 
.48 


taBu 


19 


Vwgpt. 


'  ent 
•tal 
lint 
•  ted 

1  ho 

led 

tea. 


■*«. .  ♦. 


.01 
.01 
.01 

89.13 


■^Z..i^A 


'.:'  ^* 

>r.  ■  T- 
♦r  3:* 

454.7^ 

•JT-    -I- 
t2Lk4S 

*t*.  ::: 

-*  4r* 

A  -J* 

Ji.  ..r 


^  .m 

JO     T* 


-«* 


'.». 

♦       ■•   ^ 

■    MO.     _ 

i. :  :.  -•-' 
:.  («i  .* 

J.-4J3.  tJ- 

a.  4m.w  •  ■« 

•.  >:a.  :a 
■;.  -"-«.  'Ji 
1  >.{!.:> 

i  ^22.  -T 

I  :w.  * 
1  u:.  :o 

1  --«.  16 
1  «.  14 

.n.  :i 


.1*  "" 

'   a. 

•21     't 


.4- 

-H. 

.'5 
:"l 


H 

"  i; 

-la. 

186.  ?J6i 
'.7j.  jj7' 
197.  fJi. 

217.  i:i. 
lao.  i*^. 


V 

'iVI. 


1.    >5 

•  1  « 

1.  >l»'t 


•"V 


I 


•I)- 
'O. 
)«• 
•I 

M 

•MJ, 


200. 9fr  -•.'»')«  ■?!• 

■.71  :7'>  !,  '  -J    ■'» 

:.-o  ««•  I,  <"*>  ^ 

■.•J2.  1^' 


■  i\ 


t . 
I. 


I 

•  ■JV 


■  I 
.  •  "I 

»  I 

I 

.1  »i 
.  1 1 


"'. 
' "'. 
I  I 
I* 

til 
1 1 

♦  .'■•' 

>  #.  U  * 

'.    .'  •» 


* 


V* 


■I  . 


.•I 


\      ' 


4« 


>v.»   -^^ 


»  •.+•• 


T* 
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No.  12,— Comparative  statement  of  $econti-claaa  matter  mailed  at  poeUefieee  of  iktjini 

olnse  during  the  past  two  year* — Continued. 


Post-office. 


Allentown,  Pa 

Terre  Haate,  Ind . . 

Canton,  Ohio 

Buluth,  Miun 

Aofnista,  6a 

Bnriington,  Vt 

Kalamazoo,  Mich . . 

ETanaTille,  Ind 

MaooD.Gra 

Decatur,  111 

PouKhkeei>8ie,y.X . 
FortvV  ayne,  Ind. . . 

Helena,  Mont 

Davenport,  Iowa. . . 
New  Bedfonl,  Mass. 
Takoma,  Wash  .... 

Lafayette,  Ind 

AUesbenv,  Pa 

Austin,  Tex 

Waterbury,  Conn .. 

Butte,  Mont 

Wilko8barre,Pa.. 
Wilmington,  Del.. 

Trenton,  N.J 

Galesburg,  111 

Erie,  Pa 

York,  Pa 

Yonnffstown,  Ohio . 

Lowell,  Mass 

San  Joae,  Cal 

LaCroese,  Wis... 
Bridgeport,  Conn  . . 

Jackson,  Mich 

Keokuk,  Iowa 

Zaneeville, Ohio  ... 

Camdeu,  N.J 

JoUot,Ill 

Lynchburg,  Va 

Mobile,  Ala 

Paterson,  N.  J 

Elkhart,  Ind 

Madison,  Wis 

Lansing,  Mich 

Jamestown,  N.  Y  . . 

Pueblo,  Colo 

FallKiver,  Maaa.. 

Lynn,  Mass 

Newburg,  N.  Y 

Lawrence, Mass  ... 
Fitchburg,  Mass  .. 
Colorado  Springs, 

Colo 

Akron,  Ohio 

Salom,  Mass 

Mansfield,  Ohio 

South  Bend.  Ind... 

Richmond,  Ind 

Kansas  City,  Kans. 
Pawtucket,  K.  I . . . 
Brockton,  Mass. . . . 

Meriden.  Conn 

Haverhill,  Mass  . . . 

Newport,  R I 

Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
Elizabeth. N.J  .... 

Holyoko.  Mass 

Jcnioy  City.  N.J  .. 
Auburn,  N.  Y 


Year  ending  Jane  30, 
189f6. 


Weight. 


Pound*. 

137, 732 

137,421 

134,311 

133, 198 

131. 293 

130, 226 

127,595 

126, 701 

126, 145 

121, 616 

119,944 

117,788 

116, 339 

115. 482 

102, 637 

100,796 

99,070 

99,026 

98.281 

95.809 

93, 774 

92,274 

92,162 

91.013 

90.764 

90,587 

83,589 

79. 817 

73,761 

72,343 

69,688 

69,107 

08,095 

67,908 

66,354 

65,838 

65,456 

83,839 

63,232 

60,435 

60,016 

58.086 

68.038 

56,868 

65,317 

64, 016 

61, 479 

51,002 

45,89*2 

43,645 

42, 521 
42,186 
39,244 
38,033 
37.365 
37,247 
86,246 
36,043 
83,020 
32,826 
81,925 
31,602 
31.309 
31,150 
29,2.S9 
29,122 
28,072 


Postage 
collected. 


$1,377.32 

1,374.21 

1,343.11 

1,331.  Its 

1,312.93 

1,802.26 

1,275.95 

1,267.01 

1,261.45 

1,216.16 

1, 199. 44 

1,177.88 

1, 163. 39 

1, 164. 82 

1,028.37 

1,007.98 

990.70 

990.28 

982.81 

958.09 

937.74 

922.74 

921.62 

910.18 

907.54 

905.87 

835.89 

798.17 

737. 61 

723.43 

696.88 

601.07 

880.95 

879.08 

663.54 

658.38 

654.58 

833.39 

632.32 

804.35 

600.16 

580.86 

580. 38 

568.58 

553. 17 

640.16 

514. 79 

510.02 

458.92 

438.46 

425.21 
421.86 
392.44 
380.33 
373.66 
372.47 
382.46 
880.48 
330.20 
323.28 
319.25 
316. 02 
313.09 
311. 50 
292.59 
291.22 
280.72 


Year  ending  Jnne  80, 
1887. 


Weight 


Povndt. 

122,120 

135,262 

163, 810 

127,050 

148,979 

160,193 

124.016 

120, 146 

135,907 

99,268 

64,811 

188,003 

128,633 

132,464 

93,228 

104,258 

102, 240 

107, 176 

112,338 

116, 393 

128,717 

98,434 

90,734 

85,314 

85,107 

101, 293 

96,607 

88,623 

73, 814 

61,547 

88,693 

70,632 

68,157 

68.515 

63,402 

89,126 

86,  OU 

65,626 

88,926 

64,128 

67,782 

90,365 

77,172 

60,390 

40,051 

66,127 

28,860 

42,694 

43,927 

31,126 

69,897 
162,  111 
37.548 
40,756 
29.928 
32,642 
35,734 
40,493 
37,946 
33,928 
29,704 
30,669 
29,030 
30,026 
29,0:t3 
32. 499, 
28,834] 


Postage 
coUected. 


Incmae  or  deeieaae  for 
1897. 


Weight. 


$1,221.20 

1,352.62 

1.638.10 

1,270.60 

1.480.79 

1,601.98 

1,240.18 

1,201.48 

1,359.07 

992.68 

848.11 

1,880.03 

1,288.33 

1,324.64 

932.28 

1,042.58 

1,022.40 

1,071.78 

1,123.38 

1,183.93 

1,287.17 

984.34 

907.34 

863.14 

851.07 

1,012.93 

986.07 

886.23 

738. 14 

615. 47 

886.96 

706.82 

881.67 

685.16 

634.02 

691.25 

680.44 

655.28 

669.26 

641.28 

877.82 

903.85 

771.72 

603.90 

490.61 

561.27 

288.60 

428.94 

439.27 

311.28 

598.97 
1,621.11 
376.48 
407.66 
299.28 
828.42 
357.84 
404.93 
379.46 
339.28 
297.04 
308.80 
290.30 
300.28 
200.33 
324.99 
288.34 


Pound$, 

15,812 

2,150 

19,409 

8,148 

17,688 

19,987 

3,579 

8,665 

9,782 

23,348 

56,333 

20,215 

10.294 

18,972 

0,411 

3,460 

3,170 

8,150 

14,057 

20,584 

84.943 

4.100 

1.428 

5,699 

66,647 

10,706 

13,018 

8,806 

63 

10,796 

19.010 

1.625 

1,988 

607 

2,952 

3,287 

588 

7.813 

3,894 

3,803 

7.7881 

32,279 

19,134 

8,488 

6,286 

1,111 

22,619 

8,808 

1,985 

12,519 

17,178 
119,926 
1,608 
2,723 
7,437 
4,806 

512 
4.460 
4.028 
1,802 
2,221 

933 
2,279 
1,133 

226 
3,377 

782 


Postage. 


Per 
cent 


P«r«it 

•r  total 

illMNIBt 

eoUeettd 
in  the 
United 


0158.12«1L34 
2L50{al.57 

104.00!  14.52 
81.48 

178.88 


at  63 

13.39 

15.32 

a2.80 

a6.17 

7.74 

018.38 

(1I8.O6 


199.67 

86.79 

86. 55 

97.62 

223.48 

553.33 

202.15 

102.94 

100.72 

94.11 

84.80 

3L70 

8L50 

140.57 

205.84 

340.43 

41.80 


14.28'aL5S, 


58.99 
658.47 
107.08 
130.18 

88.08 
.83 


a8.26 

a6L32 

1L82 

15.57 

n.03 

.09 


107. 98  alt  92 

190.  lOj  27.28 

1&.26     2.21 

I9.38|a2.85 

8.071      .90 

39.52  at  45 


33.87 
6.88 


t99 
.90 


78.13;al2L84 
38.94  5.84 
38.93  8.11 
77.68  13.94 

822.79;  56.67 

191.34!  32.97 
84. 88  aU.  20 
62.88all.8S 
ILllI    2.08 

228. 19  043.04 
83.08al8.20 
19. 65,  at  28 

125. 19^28.88 

171.78'  40.39 
284.28 
at32 
7.16 
alO.OO 
al2.36 
a  1.41 
12.85 
It  02 
4.08 
a7.00 
a2.05 
a7.28 
a3.64 
a. 77 
11.6U 
2.71 


1,100.25 
18.08 
37.23 
7t37 
46.05 

5.12 
44.50 
49.28 
16.02 
22.21 

9.33 
22.79 
11.33 

2.26 
33.77 

7.62 


.M 

.M 
M 
.04 
.« 
.« 
.M 
.M 
.04 
.01 
.01 
.04 
.04 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.« 
.00 
.04 
.04 
.04 
.« 
.« 
.« 
.01 
.0) 

.« 

M 
.02 
.OS 

.m 

.02 

.02 

.01 

.02 

.02 

.02 

.01 

.01 

.00 

.4B 

.01 

M 

M 

.0 

.0 

.01 

.01 

.01 

.01 

.01 
.06 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.01 
.CI 
.01 
.01 


aDeorease. 


THIRD  ASSISTANT — SECOND-CLASS  MATTER. 
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No.  12. — tcmparaHve  9iaiemeni  of  9eeond-cla8$  matter  mailed  at  poet-^fficee  of  the  firet 

eUue  during  the  past  two  years — Continaed. 


Pott-oflke. 

Year  ending  June  80, 
1896. 

Year  «n<l{n|S  Jnne  8P» 

Inoreaae  or  decreaae  for 
1807. 

Percent 
of  totol 
amount 
colleoted 
in  the 
United 
Stetea. 

Weight 

Poatage 
coUectid. 

Weight 

Postage 
colleoted. 

Weight 

Poatage. 

Per 
cent 

Atlantic  City.  K.J. 

Y<mkera,N.T 

Hoboken,V.J 

Poundt. 
17,499 
17.357 
16,703 

$174.99 
178.57 
167.03 

Pounds. 

19,737 
16,781 
25,214 

$107.37 
167.81 
252.14 

Pound*. 

2.238 

626 

8,511 

$28.88 

6.26 

86.11 

13.79 
a  8. 61 
50.95 

.01 
.01 
.01 

Total 

264,867.931 

2,648,679.81 

276,874,363 

2,768,748.6812,506,482 

125,064.82     4.74 

89.18 

aDeoreaae. 
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No.  13. — Number  cf  regUtered  letiera  andpareeU  trannnitied  through  the  maiUfm 


Stet08. 


AlabaniA 

AlAflk* 

ArixoDA 

Arkanoas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticat 

Delaware 

District  of  Colombia. 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

UliiioU 

ludiuDa . 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Konaas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massaolmsetta 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississii 
Miiisourl 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey  ..... 
New  Mexico .... 

New  York 

North  Carolina., 
North  Dakota... 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Orefcon , 

Ton nsy Ivan ia  ... 
Klio<lo' Island... 
South  Carolina . . 
South  Dakota  .. 

Tenneaseo 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington.... 
West  Virginia. . 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


ippi 
ri... 


Qoartar  ending  September  M,  1896. 


Total 


Domeatio. 

Foraign. 

Fns. 

Letters. 

Parcels. 

Letters. 

Panels. 

83,616 

1,969 

316 

80 

•.74 

641 

133 

46 

3 

U 

8,714 

1,019 

409 

42 

l,4i 

28,135 

1,820 

152 

10 

&.« 

66,417 

14,002 

12,441 

1,726 

17.4; 

30,376 

4,633 

2,335 

179 

5.0 

39,603 

6,847 

6,416 

381 

75.2 

4,770 

143 

145 

25 

7 

13,354 

1,890 

92S 

298 

164,1 

24,417 

2,001 

895 

45 

5.5 

44,618 

2,402 

448 

83 

8.2 

14,246 

1,610 

851 

27 

2.1 

119,805 

36,751 

13,388 

1,809 

29.f 

49,670 

8,268 

931 

207 

14.4 

14,317 

396 

104 

1 

2.3 

45.671 

4,449 

1,406 

121 

16.1 

26, 112 

2,841 

667 

42 

12,1 

41,965 

4,400 

406 

67 

5,i 

89.655 

4,249 

2,388 

105 

5,1 

43.108 

2,039 

8.002 

47 

5.1 

38,920 

1,991 

1,291 

184 

3,4 

110,786 

11,237 

24.914 

1,362 

14,3 

41,768 

4,838 

4.872 

235 

14,8 

36,915 

3.419 

8,137 

208 

9,3 

29,860 

2,051 

166 

23 

6.4 

74,773 

9,533 

3,016 

537 

23,1 

18,318 

1.649 

1,873 

41 

2,4 

17,608 

1,961 

767 

53 

7,1 

4,767 

457 

907 

12 

i.c 

22,067 

749 

2,071 

55 

3,2 

64.589 

3,037 

8,383 

248 

7,? 

7,495 

830 

212 

43 

1, 

827,634 

49,295 

67.891 

13,850 

4S. 

35,413 

2,595 

80 

8 

% 

12. 147 

590 

.    736 

23 

4 

84,338 

7,769 

6,021 

897 

11,091 

425 

61 

1 

1 

20.812 

2,364 

1.478 

49 

4 

180. 147 

13, 912 

21.073 

1,344 

I 

16,r08 

1,910 

3,005 

222 

f 

20,314 

1,059 

111 

13 

11,482 

TJO 

451 

4 

86,856 

2,274 

323 

22 

52,910 

4,954 

2,620 

195 

11,566 

1,062 

528 

19 

16,060 

792 

1,290 

33 

1 

53.596 

3,605 

402 

67 

24,254 

2,147 

1,679 

258 

38,257 

1.021 

230 

8 

.43,211 

2,992 

2,602 

99 

7,688 

768 

166 

13 

2,159,424 

238.558 

206,815 

24,409 
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each  State  and  Territarif  in  the  United  Statee  during  tks  fieoal  year  ending  June  30,  1897, 


Quarter  ending  December  31, 1896. 

Quarter  ending  Merch  31, 1897. 

Bomesiic. 

Foreign. 

Free. 

Domestic. 

Foreign. 

Free. 

Letters. 

Parcdfl. 

Letters. 

ParcelB. 

Letters. 

Parcels. 

Letters. 

Parcel*. 

48,175 

8,945 

289 

80 

8,705 

48,235 

3,729 

374 

IS 

7,836 

693 

205 

54 

7 

121 

427 

149 

54 

2 

99 

11,146 

3,060 

484 

90 

1,632 

10,737 

1,499 

532 

46 

1,493 

40,062 

3,059 

199 

20 

7,691 

36.464 

1,969 

226 

11 

6,717 

67.270 

38,643 

16.778 

3,109 

21, 2.51 

67,840 

28,495 

12,976 

2,331 

18,804 

35.094 

9,351 

3,765 

257 

5.580 

29,916 

5,000 

2,441 

174 

4,833 

44,146 

6,423 

6,431 

844 

68,008 

11,232 

6,377 

5,592 

407 

82,750 

5.293 

304 

180 

24 

787 

5,051 

214 

149 

17 

715 

15,454 

4,676 

1,875 

878 

176,160 

14,761 

2,988 

1,151 

315 

198,447 

25.947 

3.778 

945 

98 

5,383 

27.964 

8.158 

1,055 

76 

5,760 

56,891 

4,621 

674 

55 

10,211 

54, 518 

8,162 

654 

39 

9,897 

18,024 

2,479 

535 

18 

2,435 

15,588 

1,767 

332 

15 

2,274 

143,994 

69,779 

17,384 

1,890 

32,»08 

187.745 

40,233 

14,335 

1.751 

31, 425 

66,695 

6,648 

1,270 

163 

16,267 

60,817 

4,967 

1,324 

106 

15,845 

15,220 

609 

170 

3 

2,868 

18.592 

454 

177 

2,370 

56,369 

8,752 

2,822 

159 

10,588 

60,885 

5,501 

2.074 

87* 

18,942 

31,892 

5,951 

918 

50 

14,769 

'  31,827 

8.990 

902 

21 

13,893 

47,782 

6,675 

667 

51 

7,233 

50,809 

6,!^ 

499 

74 

0,934 

52.486 

7,012 

3,080 

363 

7,291 

47,530 

4,800 

3,238 

221 

6,507 

45.326 

8,572 

3,297 

69 

6,017 

48,047 

1,929 

2.677 

50 

5.906 

45,943 

3,362 

1,781 

283 

3,885 

45,063 

1,987 

1,454 

176 

3.764 

121. 121 

22,152 

29,156 

1,974 

14,927 

119.060 

13,796 

25,231 

1,474 

15, 230 

59.724 

9,852 

5,461 

858 

16,098 

58,895 

5,892 

4,792 

345 

15,673 

48.833 

7,975 

4,852 

333 

11,233 

44,093 

5,282 

8,545 

288 

10,838 

41,953 

3,867 

236 

18 

8,818 

42,913 

2,371 

206 

12 

7,634 

85,837 

21,158 

3,953 

823 

24,831 

90,471 

12, 429 

3,303 

773 

34,771 

22,784 

4,048 

3,190 

142 

2.795 

19.627 

1,993 

1,778 

46 

3,714 

25,229 

4,351 

1,221 

103 

8,601 

23,048 

3,136 

1,088 

56 

9,271 

6,181 

945 

428 

19 

1,111 

6,833 

553 

378 

23 

1,000 

21,543 

1.128 

2,383 

88 

3,413 

20,797 

685 

2,177 

74 

3.278 

67, 712 

4.636 

10,484 

348 

7,236 

56,314 

2,727 

0, 175 

268 

7.180 

8.651 

2,115 

809 

69 

1,892 

8.952 

1,200 

257 

35 

1,476 

348,281 

80,927 

85,436 

18,862 

48,296 

328,107 

57,948 

78,228 

17,770 

48.789 

43.603 

3,658 

97 

13 

7,249 

45.124 

2.600 

72 

9 

6,868 

17,615 

1.860 

1.426 

59 

8,962 

18, 475 

685 

1,029 

10 

3,502 

100. 578 

17, 141 

6,059 

670 

30,293 

104.331 

10,667 

5,163 

682 

30,644 

14,576 

999 

94 

10 

2,144 

14,  :m 

614 

69 

7 

3,160 

25.532 

4,963 

1,885 

133 

4,760 

24.922 

3,059 

1,238 

29 

4,453 

206.645 

33,082 

26,498 

1,824 

33,917 

213, 629 

14,655 

23,937 

1,474 

85,268 

15,903 

8,020 

3,758 

286 

1,991 

15,539 

2,289 

8,044 

189 

1.627 

30,563 

1,712 

143 

28 

4.717 

27,334 

1,190 

174 

12 

4,277 

17.525 

1,963 

823 

28 

5,887 

13,877 

828 

565 

11 

4,677 

43,546 

4,448 

428 

35 

6,265 

47.600 

2,613 

427 

24 

6.123 

73,278 

10,256 

3,201 

331 

19.766 

68,974 

6,192 

2,939 

328 

16,898 

15,464 

3.910 

757 

72 

1,554 

14, 485 

1,363 

621 

45 

1,663 

16,038 

1,704 

1,405 

66 

3.067 

15, 481 

905 

1,211 

60 

8,211 

60.821 

7,437 

581 

90 

7,880 

61,104 

2,774 

551 

92 

7,493 

28.134 

6,043 

2,604 

320 

5,632 

27,611 

2,762 

2,066 

248 

5,411 

42,365 

1,030 

816 

24 

4, 917 

45,040 

1,144 

321 

12 

4.643 

53,416 

7,721 

3,109 

179 

13,671 

53,054 

5,059 

2,747 

107 

13, 356 

»,8B9 

1.524 

248 

26 

1,115 

8,168 

885 

193 

29 

1,042 

2,688,672 

1 

486,469 

359,127 

33,692 

720,287 

2,476,797 

289,868 

233,726 

80,302 

740,877 

p  M  a  97- 


46 


722 


REPORT   OF   THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


No.  13.— Number  of  registered  leiterB  andparoeU  iran$mUted  through  the  maiUfr<mwk 


States. 


Alflbaraa 

Alaska 

Arizona 

ArkRTmaH 

(v'nlifornia 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Golnmbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massacliusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

MisHoiin 

Montana 

Nebraska 

If  evada 

New  Hampsh !  re 

New.Torsoy 

New  Mexico. 

New  York 

North  Carol i  na 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Khode  Island 

South  Carolina. 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas  

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

"West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Total 2,205,038 


Qnarter  ending  June  30, 1807. 


Domestio. 


Letters. 


40.530 
052 
10, 386 
31, 743 
62, 542 
27, 426 
39,887 
4,076 
14,403 
25,742 
47,854 
15,033 

122, 717 
53,632 
10,494 
46,493 
27,231 
45.227 
42,563 
43,867 
42,653 

116,879 
56,098 
38,993 
33, 810 
77, 730 
19,037 
19,878 
5,970 
20,t»4 
57,  572 
8,900 

319,884 
40, 375 
12,430 
91,291 
12,325 
21,933 

194,826 
15,  517 
21,800 
12, 778 
42,449 
52, 919 
13, 321 
15, 179 
57, 906 
27,375 
44,532 
47,685 
8,502 


Parcels. 


2,439 

157 
1,296 
1,942 
18, 173 
3,959 
6,907 

201 
8.141 
2,412 
2,755 
1,413 
39,407 
4,098 

343 
4,696 
3,087 
5,31!8 
5,025 
1,772 
1,  c:>8 
13, 400 
5.345 
4,036 
2,213 
15, 198 
2.018 
2,687 

533 

623 

2,728 

1,098 

58,621 

3,075 

565 
10,745 

519 

2,750 

14,429 

2,226 

1,143 

846 
2,2.'t0 
6,992 
1,242 

844 
3,602 
2,686 
1,004 
3,926 

914 


Foreign. 


Letters. 


277,447 


232 

69 

593 

172 

12,173 

2.388 

5,353 

150 

1,388 

1,150 

460 

273 

13, 101 

096 

156 

1,006 

687 

422 

2,861 

2.539 

1.536 

25. 386 

4,500 

3,072 

194 

2,963 

1,609 

876 

333 

1,973 

9,216 

265 

75,712 

97 

780 

4.084 

hd 

1,181 

21.300 

3,083 

128 

530 

434 

2,393 

526 

1,153 

443 

1,916 

306 

2,350 

181 


Parcels. 


21 

13 

89 

6 

1,010 

149 

374 

16 

300 

58 

61 

8 

1,709 

198 


85 

26 

58 

152 

35 

204 

1,270 

230 

170 

10 

702 

74 

76 

5 

81 

318 

43 

13,754 

5 

8 

2,523 

7 

42 

1,331 

187 

8 

9 

37 

294 

23 

41 

82 

189 

5 

106 

7 


215.357 


27,205 


0,820 

ns 

1,518 
5,671 

17.168 
4,497 

74,170 

638 

200,874 

5,621 

8,073 

2,132 

80,737 

14,898 
2,085 

17.495 

12,845 
6,125 
6,098 
0,269 
8,800 

15. 212 

16.432 

10,567 
6,970 

24,427 
2,780 
9.210 
1,055 
8,384 
7,804 
1,565 

51,721 
4,758 
3,317 

30,678 
2,000 
4,473 

35,054 
1,710 
3,847 
4,888 
0,195 

16,329 
1,573 
3.109 
7.651 
5,515 
5.045 

l.'i,837 
1,055 


ToUL 


Domcstie. 


Letters. 


ParosU. 


738.438 


170,560 

2.413 

40.908 

138.424 

263.000 

122,812 

104,308 

20,000 

67.972 

104,070 

202,870 

03,701 

584,151 

222,814 

53.023 

207. 018 

110,502 

185.783 

182,284 

175,438 

172.570 

407,840 

215.085 

168,834 

148.545 

328,811 

70.700 

85,703 

22,751 

86,061 

280,187 

83,906 

1,823,000 

104,515 

65,007 

880,538 

52,888 

93,190 

705.247 

03,067 

100.011 

55.608 

100,061 

248.081 

54,830 

02,758 

833.420 

107.374 

170. 104 

107.306 

84,257 


u,6e' 
5,mi 

8.290 
84.813 
S3.M3 
25,5641 
862 
12,«5i 
11.43S 
13.030 

7,aa, 

176,170 

18,  HI 

1.802! 

23.398 

15,89 

22.  OSS 

21.086 

0,313 

8.0MJ 

00,984 

84,927 

20,712 

laso! 

58.318: 
9.708 

12,133 
2,4<« 
S,lffi 

18.128 

5,243 

840,791 

11,528 
3.»J 

40,322 
2.557 

13,156 

06,078 
9.445 
5,104 
4,387 

11,565 

27.894 
0,577 
4,245 

17,418 

13,638 
5,099 

10,098 
4,0U 


0,427.031 


1,841.843 


RECAPITULATION. 

Total  domestieletters 0,427,081 

Total  domestic  parcels 1,241,848 

I  10,  OOO.  773 

Total  foreign  letters , 005,085 

Total  foreign  parcels 115, 608 

^  l,a88,0» 

Free 8,808,077 

Grand  total 14,550.083 

Fees  received f!^ 832. 48 
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State  and  Territory  in  the  United  States  during  theflseal  year  ending  June  SO,  1897 — Cont'd. 


TotaL 

Grand  total 

Increase. 

of  letters 
and  parcels 
registered 

Foreign. 

Fees 
reoeiTed. 

Letters 

Percent. 

Free. 

for  year 

and 

Fees. 

Letters 

Letters. 

Paroels. 

ending  June 
80,&97. 

parcels. 

and 
parcels. 

Fees. 

1,210 

94 

30,171 

213, 113 

$14,636.36 

*  24, 082 

•11,706.04 

•10.49 

•  10. 48 

223 

25 

508 

3,813 

264.40 

*238 

•30.06 

•5.87 

•10.48 

2,018 

267 

6,131 

55,293 

.     3,932.96 

2,981 

263.44 

5.09 

7.17 

749 

47 

26,037 

173, 547 

11.800.80 

»  32, 299 

•2,087.52 

•  15. 68 

•16.03 

53.363 

8,076 

74,661 

483, 482 

82.705.68 

*  36, 109 

•2,721.84 

*6.77 

•7.68 

9.929 

759 

19,979 

176,422 

12,516.44 

*  31, 036 

•2,210.40 

•14.96 

•16.01 

22,792 

1,506 

295, 183 

509,403 

17,137.60 

*  63, 013 

•1,856.96 

•9.42 

•7.83 

624 

82 

2,842 

24,500 

1.732.64 

*2,848 

•  188. 72 

•10.41 

•9.82 

4,839 

1,381 

743,649 

820,636 

6,160.96 

41, 191 

•84.56 

5.15 

•1.36 

4.051 

277 

22,361 

142.198 

9,686.96 

*28,668 

•1,656.24 

•16.77 

•  14.  T3 

2,236 

178 

86.936 

264,256 

17, 466. 60 

16,776 

•969.04 

•6.84 

•6.14 

1.491 

68 

9,018 

81,637 

5,809.62 

617 

42.56 

.76 

.73 

58,208 

«,660 

123,609 

888,797 

61,215.04 

•118,228 

•8,436.76 

•11.74 

•12.11 

4.521 

674 

61,509 

308,499 

19, 769. 20 

•61,747 

•3,773.76 

•  14. 36 

•16.03 

007 

4 

9.625 

65,061 

4,482.88 

*4,075 

•28L76 

•5.84 

•6.91 

7,408 

462 

72,984 

312, 160 

10, 134. 08 

*  27, 454 

•  1, 864. 08 

•8.08 

•8.83 

3,159 

139 

64,236 

1811.965 

10, 858. 32 

*44,683 

•3,217.84 

•19.04 

•22.86 

1,993 

240 

26,190 

236,864 

16, 853. 92 

*  47. 803 

•8.400.96 

•16.79 

•16.79 

11.571 

841 

25.641 

241.373 

17, 258. 56 

*  19, 712 

•1.308.64 

•7.65 

*7.04 

11,515 

201 

23.936 

220,402 

16,717.28 

•4,752 

•369.92 

•2.11 

•2.29 

6.062 

847 

14,903 

208, 479 

16,078.88 

23,181 

1,866.16 

12.86 

14.12 

104.687 

6,086 

59,036 

699,139 

61. 130. 24 

24,202 

1,695.68 

3.58 

3.22 

19,631 

1.168 

63,011 

824.722 

20. 936. 88 

•20,308 

•1,896.04 

•6.88 

•8.29 

14,606 

949 

41,979 

247,080 

16.408.08 

4,493 

350.40 

L86 

2.18 

802 

68 

29,619 

189,531 

12.792.96 

42,347 

2, 599. 20 

20.57 

26.49 

13,235 

2,884 

97,204 

600,402 

82,255.84 

•23,479 

•1,756.96 

•4.48 

•6.16 

7.4.'K) 

803 

10, 737 

107,964 

7,778.16 

6,868 

370. 72 

6.21 

6.00 

3,942 

287 

34,259 

186.386 

8, 170. 16 

6,648 

211.84 

4.24 

2.6G 

1,446 

68 

4,179 

30,923 

2, 139. 52 

3,001 

227.28 

10.74 

11.88 

&604 

298 

13.275 

110.443 

7,773.44 

•6,064 

•403.28 

•4.37 

•4.93 

37,268 

1,177 

29,850 

817, 110 

23,020.80 

4,728 

838.08 

L51 

L44 

1,043 

190 

6,695 

46,169 

3. 237. 92 

361 

26.48 

.78 

.82 

303,267 

64,236 

194,230 

2,131,430 

164,976.00 

18,276 

1,484.64 

.87 

.90 

346 

35 

25,358 

202,182 

14,146.92 

•6,050 

•220.64 

•2.90 

•1.68 

3,971 

100 

14,027 

76,366 

4.987.04 

•248 

•21.12 

*.32 

.42 

20,317 

4,172 

120,165 

671, 514 

36, 107. 92 

♦19,597 

•2,056.28 

•3.31 

•6.38 

280 

25 

8,265 

63,510 

4,419.60 

1,363 

56.12 

2.10 

1.36 

5,782 

288 

17.854 

130, 2U 

8,901.20 

•2,284 

•169.76 

•L72 

•1.86 

91.808 

6.073 

136. 820 

1, 095, 926 

76,728.48 

•39,018 

•8,288.80 

•3.43 

•4.11 

12,890 

884 

6,063 

99,249 

6, 902. 88 

1,462 

88.62 

1.69 

1.22 

556 

61 

16,723 

122, 455 

8,458.66 

3,861 

216.28 

2.39 

2.98 

2,368 

52 

19.070 

82,419 

4,996.92 

4,018 

178.88 

6.12 

8.71 

1,612 

118 

24,389 

207,635 

14,669.68 

67 

99.52 

.03 

.68 

11,153 

1,148 

69,845 

357, 121 

23,022.08 

•21,037 

•  1, 496. 64 

•6.66 

•6.10 

2,432 

150 

6,087 

70,091 

6, 120. 32 

4,900 

864.66 

7.61 

7.66 

5,059 

200 

'      12,354 

84.616 

6,780.96 

•14,258 

•  1, 156. 08 

•14.42 

•16.66 

1,977 

331 

29,650 

282,802 

20,252.16 

•21,926 

•1,671.86 

•7.19 

•7.20 

8,163 

1,016 

21,493 

151,685 

10,416.86 

2,663 

129.92 

L78 

1.26 

1,173 

49 

19, 151 

196,666 

14. 121. 20 

•4,766 

•241.04 

•2.32 

•L67 

10,798 

491 

53,200 

281, 563 

18,288.24 

*  12, 164 

•897.04 

•4.13 

•4.68 

788 

76 

4,190 

43,861 

8, 132. 88 

1,734 

133.36 

4.16 

4.44 

905,025 

116,608 

2,868,677 

14,559,083 

936. 232. 48 

*  547. 253 

•40,166.40 

•3.62 

•4.11 

^Decrease. 
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^o,  15. — Statement  ahowing  the  nvmher  and  value  of  regietered  leitera  and  parccU  forwarded 
during  thejleeal  gear  ending  June  SO,  1897ffar  the  Poet-  Office  and  Dreaeurg  D^artmenta. 


DMcription. 


*o«tal  funds  received  at  poet-of&oe  depositories 

*08tage  stamps  fh>iD  the  WaakiDgton  agency 

itanimd  enTslopes  and  newspaper  wrappers  from  the  a«^oj  at  Hartford, 
'ofltal  cards  from  the  aeencf  at  Castleton  and  the  suD-agencies  at  Cin- 
cinnati, St.  Loais,  and  Wasnington 

•nrploB  money-order  funds  remitted  for  deposit  by  registered  mail 

Coney-order  statements  and  paid  and  repaid  money  orders 


Total  for  the  Post-Offioe  Department. 


toeretary  of  the  Treasury  received 

teretary  of  the  Treasniy  sent 

EofEiatarof  the  Treasnry  received 

tsgSater  ot  the  Treasury  sent . , 

kmuniasloner  of  Internal  Ravenne  received 

kmmiaaioner  of  Internal  Bevenne  sent 

kanptroUer  of  the  Cnnenoy  received 

JompteoDer  of  the  Cnrrency  sent 

iixtn  Aoditor  of  the  Treasory  received 

iSxth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  sent 

rreasurer  of  the  United  States  received 

rrsaanrer  of  the  United  States  sent 

Lsaiatant  treasurers  of  the  United  States  received 
Laslatant  treaaurers  of  the  United  States  sent 


Total  for  the  Treasury  Department. 
Aggregate 


Number  of 
packages. 


250,507 
288,882 

108,261 

877,047 

25, 914, 185 


Value. 


$3,095,557.12 
82,530,201.00 
11,805,900.61 

5,295,400.00 
147, 795, 840. 38 
180,141,600.62 


27,433,912 


3,325 

1,720 

4,473 

6,100 

10,580 

56,338 

878 

385 

30,860 

741 

30, 016 

6,663 

53,545 

6,916 


200,044 


27,63;{,956 


410,661,028.78 


34,843, 

182, 

78,581, 

95,030, 

12,628. 

162.027, 

24.065, 

22,433, 

75, 

3,900, 

1,206, 

9,046. 

440,670, 


070.28 
128.80 
282.32 
720.33 
096.06 
944.74 
470.00 
850.00 
206.24 
108.73 
Oil.  21 
581.76 
547.47 
917.70 


888,606,950.18 


1,299,361,578.80 


lo.  16. — An  act  io  amend  the  postal  lawa^  providing  limited  indemnity  for  loaa  of  regie- 

tered  mail  matter. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Re^eaentativea  of  the  United  Statea  of  America 
I  Congreae  aaaembled.  That  section  tbirty-nmo  hundred  and  twenty -six  of  the  Revised 
(tatntes  be  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : 

"  Sec.  3926.  For  the  greater  secnrity  of  yalnable  mail  matter  the  Postmaster- 
toneral  may  establish  a  uniform  system  of  rejristration,  and  as  a  part  of  snch  system 
«  may  provide  mles  under  which  the  sender  or  owners  of  first-class  registered 
latter  shall  be  indemnified  for  losses  thereof  in  the  mails,  the  indemnity  to  be  paid  out 
if  the  postal  revenues,  bnt  in  no  case  to  exceed  ten  dollars  for  any  one  registered  piece, 
•r  the  aotaal  valne  thereof  when  that  is  less  than  t«n  dollars,  and  for  which  no  other 
ompensation  or  reimbui-sement  to  the  loser  has  been  made :  Provided,  That  the  Post- 
>fflc«  Department  or  its  revenues  shall  not  be  liable  for  the  loss  of  any  other  mail 
aatter  on  account  of  its  having  been  registered.'' 

"Approved  February  27, 1897." 


^o,  17. — Papera  relating  to  the  deatruclion  of  certain  dica,  roJUyandplatea  ofpoatal  carda, 

atamped  enrelopea,  and  poatage  aiampa. 

Post-Office  Department, 
Office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 

Waahington,  D.  C\,  August  7, 1897, 

8ir:  I  herewith  submit  the  report  of  the  committee  which  vou  appointed  in  pur- 
suance of  your  order  No.  390^,  under  date  of  June  25, 1897,  for  the  purpose  of  destroy- 
ing certain  postage-stamp  rolls  and  plates  and  the  transfer  of  certain  dies  to  the 
Bureau  of  Engraviug  and  Printing.  And  I  have  to  report  that  all  of  said  work  was 
<looe  under  my  personal  supervision,  and  that  I  was  present  at  all  the  meetings  of 
said  committee  and  during  the  destruction  of  same  at  the  navy-yard ;  that  the  rolls 
and  plates  were  destroyed  by  placing  same  in  a  blast  furnace  and  reducing  same  to 
molten  iron.  The  work  was  carefully  and  well  done  by  the  committee.  Mr.  A.  S. 
fioberts,  one  of  the  members  of  the  committee,  was  not  in  attendance  at  the  meet- 
ing of  said  committee  on  August  3  and  5.     The  dies  referred  to  in  your  order  were 


\ 


726         REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

delivered  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing,  per  the  report  of  the  committee, 
and  the  receipt  of  the  Director  thereof  taken,  which  is  annexed  to  said  lepoii 
Yonrs,  very  respectfullyi 

John  A.  Mbrritt, 
Third  AasiBtant  Poatmaster-Geiurtl. 
Hon.  Jamss  a.  Gary, 

Postmaster-  General, 


POST-OfFICB  DEPARTHtKNT, 

Waahingtonf  D.  C,  August  1, 1897. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  instmotions  contained  in  the  Postmaster-General's  order 
No.  391,  nnder  date  of  June  25, 1897,  for  the  verification  and  deetmction  of  certain 
dies,  rolls,  and  plates  and  the  transfer  of  all  original  postage- stamp  and  postal-card 
(lies  in  the  custody  of  the  Post-OfSce  Department  to  the  Bnrean  of  Engraving  and 
Printing,  your  committee  has  the  honor  to  submit  the  inclosed  report,  with  an  item- 
ized receipt  from  the  Bureau. 

E.  C.  Fowler, 
N.  A.  C.  Smith, 
Jamks  H.  Reeve, 
W.  H.  Stewart, 

Cemmitke, 

Hon.  John  A.  Mbrritt, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing, 

Washington,  D,  C,  Julg  £7, 1S97. 

Received  from  the  Post-Office  Department  one  original  postal-card  die  and  onehon- 
dred  and  sixty-two  original  postage-stamp  dies,  of  the  various  issues,  as  follows: 

One  original  postal- card  die.  No.  73. 

One  die,  1847^  containing  5  and  10  cent  denominations. 

Ten  dies,  18ol,  containing  1,  3,  5, 10,  12,  24,  30,  and  90  cent,  1-cent  carrier  die  and 
horder,  and  one  24-cent  border. 

Ten  dies,  1861,  containing  1, 2, 3, 6, 10, 12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent,  and  5  shells. 

Three  dies,  1865,  containing  5, 10,  and  25  cent  newspaper  and  periodical. 

Thirteen  dies,  1869,  containing,  1, 2, 3, 6, 10, 12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent,  and  3  l>order 
dies,  15, 24,  and  30  oent. 

Nineteen  dies,  1870,  containing  two  1-cent  Franklin,  2-cent  Jackson,  2-cent  Wash- 
ington. 4  and  5  cent  Taylor,  5-cent  Garfield,  two  of  3-cent,  two  of  6-cent^  two  of  10- 
cent,  7, 12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent. 

Ninety  dies,  1873,  official  Department,  consisting  of  eleven  Treasnrv,  1,2,3,6,7,10, 
12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent :  ten  Post-Offioe  Department,  1,  2,  3,  6,  10, 12, 15, 24, 30,  and 
90  cent;  ten  Justice,  1,  2,  3,  6,  10,  12,  15,  24,80,  and  90  cent;  nine,  Agriculture,  1,3, 
3,  6,  10, 12,  15,  24,  and  30  cent;  ten  Interior,  1, 2,  3.  6,  10, 12, 15,  24,  30,  and  90  mi] 
eleven  Navy,  1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 10, 12. 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent ;  thirteen  State,  1,  2,  3, 6, 7, 10, 12, 
15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent,  $2,  $5,  $10,  $20,  one  head  of  Seward ;  eleven  War,  1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 10, 
12, 15, 24, 30.  and  90  cent ;  five  Executive,  1, 2, 3, 6,  and  10  cent. 

Sixteen  dies,  Columhlan,  of  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  8,  10,  15,  30,  and  50  cent,  $1,  $2,  $3,$1, 
and  $5. 

Summary:  One  postal-card  die;  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  stamp  dies;  fi^^ 
shells — ^lathe-work. 

Dies  badly  rusted,  and  two  damaged. 

Claude  M.  Johnson,  Director. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  98, 1897. 

The  committee  appointed  by  order  of  the  Postmaster-General  for  the  destrnction 
of  certain  dies,  rolls,  and  plateia  in  the  custody  of  the  Post-Office  Department  met  in 
the  office  of  Ijie  Third  Assistant  Postmaster  General  June  28.  at  10  o'clock  a.  !&•> 
with  the  following  members  present:  Messrs.  £.  C.  Fowler,  A.  S.  Roberts,  J«  S. 
Reeve,  and  W.  H.  Stewart.  Mr.  J.  P.  Glum  was  unavoidably  absent,  and  wtf 
replaced  as  one  of  the  committee  by  Mr.  N.  A.  C.  Smith. 

The  committee  organized  by  the  election  of  Gen.  John  A.  Merritt  as  ohairmio  tJt^ 
W.  H.  Stewart  as  secretary. 

Mr.  Reeve  was  appointed  a  committee  by  the  chairman  to  arrange  for  the  uie  ^^ 
the  furnace  at  the  Washington  Navy- Yard.  'On  motion,  the  meeting  at^ourned,  sub- 
ject to  call. 

W.  H.  Stbwabt,  Seeretam- 
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Post-Offick  Dkpartment, 
Office  of  Fourth  Assistant  Postmastru-GknkkaL; 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  £8,  2897, 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  bave  Just  received  notice  that  you  had  requested  Inspector  Clam 
to  report  to  yon  to  act  as  a  member  of  some  commission.  I  regret  to  say  that  it  will 
be  impossible  for  me  to  spare  inspectors  for  this  work  at  this  time,  especially  Mr. 
Clnm.  I  wonld  have  been  glad  to  have  arranged  the  matter  if  I  had  received  notice 
in  time,  bnt  Mr.  Clnm  is  now  engaged  on  some  very  important  work,  which  can  not 
be  delayed. 

Very  truly,  yours,  J.  L.  Brtstow, 

Fourth  Assistant  Postmaster-Gtmei'dl. 
Hon.  John  A.  Mekritt, 

Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 


Order  No.  391.  Office  of  the  Postmaster-General, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  26, 1897, 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  order  issued  by  me  under  date  of  June 
24, 1897,  for  the  dcstrnotion  of  certain  dies,  rolls,  and  plates  now  in  the  custody  of 
this  Department,  the  following  committee  is  hereby  designated,  said  committee  to 
meet  and  organize  upon  the  call  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General : 

£.  C.  Fo^vMer,  from  the  office  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

A.  S.  Roberts,  from  the  office  of  the  Second  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

William  H.  Stewart  and  James  11.  Reeve,  from  the  office  of  the  Third  Assistant 
Postmaster-General. 

John  P.  Clnm,  from  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

J  as.  a.  Gary,  Postmaster- General. 

As  Mr.  John  P.  Clum  could  not  serve  on  the  committee,  owing  to  prior  en^iige- 
menta,  the  Postmaster-General  verbally  designated  Nathan  A.  C.Smith  to  servt^  in 
his  place. 

John  A.  MnuRiTT, 
Third  Assistant  Postniaster-Gentral. 
Junk  28, 1897. 


Post-Office  Department, 
Order  No.  390^.  Washington,  D,  C,  June  j85,  1897, 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that  all  the  stamped-envelope  dies  and  all  the  postal-card 
and  postage-stamp  rolls  and  plates  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  not 
including  such  as  are  used  by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  and  the  postal- 
card  and  stamped-euYelope  contractors  in  the  production  of  stamps,  cards,  and 
envelopes  of  the  current  series,  be  destroyed,  the  work  to  be  done  under  the  general 
supervision  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  by  a  committee  of  five  per- 
sons to  be  hereafter  designated,  who  will  make  a  detailed  report  of  their  action 
when  the  duty  is  completed. 

All  originid  dies  of  postal  cards  and  of  postage  stamps  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Department  will  be  turned  over  for  preservation  to  the  Director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Engraving  and  Printing,  and  an  itemized  receipt  taken  therefor,  which  will  be 
aubmitted  with  the  committee's  report. 

Ja8.  a.  Gary,  Postmaster- General, 


Jieporl  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Postmaster-General,  under  Order  Xo.  391,  June 
S5,  1897,  for  the  verification  and  destruction  of  certain  dies,  rolls,  and  plates,  and  the 
transfer  of  all  original  postage-stamp  and  postal-card  dies  in  the  custody  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department  to  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing, 

Schedule  of  dies,  rolls,  and  plates  destroyed  at  the  Washington  Navy-Yard  by  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  Postmaster-General  under  Order  No.  391,  June  25, 1897: 

Box  H :  Two  piates,  5-cent  Franklin  and  10-cent  Washington ;  ten  plates,  1,  3,  5, 10, 

12, 21, 30,  and  90  cent,  and  two  1-cent  carrier  plates. 
Box  G :  Twenty- four  canceled  rolls. 
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Box  No.  10 :  Ten  plates,  1, 2,  S,  5, 10, 12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent :  three  plates,  newspaper 
and  periodical,  5, 10,  and  25  cent;  two  rolls,  No.  46  and  N^o.  47,  ooutaining  twehe 
subjects. 
Box  No.  1:  Eleven  rolls,  1,  two  of  2;  3,  5, 10, 12, 15,  24,  30,  and  90  cent;  thrseioUi, 
newspaper  and  periodical, 5, 10, and  25  cent;  thirteen  I'oUs,  1,  2,  3,  6, 10, 12, 15,24, 
30,  and  90  cent,  15, 24,  and  30  cent  borders. 
Box  No.  8 :  Fourteen  plates,  1,  2,  3,  6,  10,  12,  15  cent,  border  No.  32,  face  23;  24  cent, 
border  No.  20,  face  24;  30  cent>  border  No.  21,  face  21;  90  cent,  border  No.  22, 
face  22. 
Box  I:  Fifty-fiye  rolls,  1  to  90  cents,  inclusive ;  one  10-cent  special-delivery  roll; 
thirty  official  departmental  rolls,  1-cent  to  $20,  inclusive ;  seventeen  ColnmbiaD 
rolls,  1-cent  to  $5,  inclusive. 
Box  No.  21:  Sixteen  plates,  1  and  2  cent  Washinsrton,  2-cent  Jackson;  3,  4;  two  of 

5 ;  6, 7, 10, 12^  15, 24, 30, 90,  and  lOcent  special  delivery. 
Box  No.  22:  Eighteen  plates,  canceled,  of  2-cent,  ordinary. 
Box  No.  23:  Eighteen  plates,  canceled,  of  2-cent,  ordinary. 
Box  No.  24 :  Eighteen  plates,  canceled,  of  1  and  2  cent,  ordinary. 
Box  No.  25 :  Fifteen  plates,  canceled,  of  2-cent,  ordinary. 
Box  No.  26:  Fifteen  plates,  canceled,  of  1  and  2  cent,  ordinary. 
Box  No.  27:  Fifteen  plates,  canceled,  of  1  and  2  cent  ordinary. 
Box  No.  28 :  Twenty  plates,  canceled,  of  2-cent  ordinary. 
Box  No.  29 :  Twenty-one  plates,  canceled,  of  1  and  2  cent  ordinary. 
Box  No.  30:  Twenty  plates,  canceled,  of  2-cent  ordinary. 
Box  No.  31 :  Twenty-five  plates,  canceled,  of  2-oent  ordinary. 
Box  No.  32 :  Twenty-five  plates,  canceled,  of  1  and  2  cent  ordinary. 
Box  No.  33 :  Twenty-five  plates,  canceled,  of  1, 4, 5,  and  10  cent  ordinary* 
Box  No.  34:  Twenty-five  plates,  canceled,  of  1  and  2  cent  ordinary. 
Box  No.  35 :  Twenty-five  plates,  canceled,  of  2-cent  ordinary. 
Box  No.  36 :  Fifteen  plates,  canceled,  of  1, 2, 4, 5, 10,  and  10  cents  8.  Del. 
Box  No.  45:  Fifteen  plates,  Columbian,  2-cent. 
Box  No.  46:  Sixteen  plates,  Columbian,  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 10, 15, 30  and  50  cent,  and  $1, 

$2,  $3,  $4,  $5. 
Box  No.  47:  Fifteen  plates,  Columbian,  1  and  2  cent. 
Box  No.  48:  Fifteen  plates,  Columbian,  1  and  2  cent. 
Box  No.  49:  Fifteen  plates,  Columbian,  2-cent. 
Box  No.  50:  Thirteen  plates,  Columbian,  2  and  8  cent. 
Box  No.  51 :  Fifteen  plates,  Columbian,  2-cent. 
Box  No.  52 :  Twenty  plates,  Columbian,  2, 4, 5, 10,  and  3  cent. 
Box  No.  53 :  Fifteen  plates,  Columbian,  2-ceut. 
Box  No.  54 :  Fourteen  plates,  Columbian,  1  and  2  cent. 
Box  No.  55 :  Fifteen  plates,  Columbian,  2-cent. 
Box  No.  56:  Ten  plates,  Columbian,  l-cei\t. 
Box  No.  57:  Fifteen  plates,  Columbian,  2-cent. 
Box  No.  58 :  Five  plates,  Columbian,  2-cent. 
Lock  Boxes: 

Box  No.  1 :  Four  plates,  Post-Office  Department,  1. 2, 3,  and  6  cent. 

Box  No.  la:  Six  plates,  Post-Offlce  Department^  10, 12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent. 

Box  No.  2:  Eleven  plates,  Treasury  Department^  1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  10, 12, 15, 24, 30,  a&d 

90  cent. 
Box  No.  3 :  Eleven  plates,  War  Department,  1, 2, 3>  6, 7, 10, 12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent 
Box  No.  4:  Eleven  plates,  Navy  Department,  1,  2,  3,  6,  7,  10,  12,  15,24,30,  snddO 

cent. 
Box  No.  5:  Sixteen  plates,  State  Department,  1,  ?   3,  6^  10,  12,  15, 24, 30, 90  cent, 

$2,  $5,  $10,  $20,  and  No.  123. 
Box  No.  6 :  Five  plates,  Executive  Department,  1, 2, 3, 6,  and  10  cent. 
Box  No.  7 :  Ten  plates,  Interior  Department,  1, 2, 3, 6,'  10, 12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90  cent 
Box  No.  9:  Nine  plates,  Agricultural  Department,  1,  2,  3,  6,  10,  12,  15,  24,  and  SO 

cent. 
Box  No.  10:  Ten  plates.  Department  of  Justice,  1,  2,  3,  6,  10,  12, 15, 24, 30,  and  90 
cent. 
Box  No.  2:  Ten  plates,  ordinary,  1, 2, 6, 10,  and  12  cent. 
Box  No.  3:  Nine  plates,  ordinary,  3  cent. 

Box  No.  4 :  Twenty  plates,  ordinary,  four  of  1  cent,  seven  of  2  cent,  and  nine  of  8  cent.' 
Box  No.  5:  Nineteen  plates,  ordinary,  1, 3, 5, 10, 12,  and  90  cent. 
Box  No.  6:  Eleven  plates,  ordinary,  1  and  3  cent. 
Box  No.  7 :  Eighteen  plates,  ordinary,  1, 2. 3,  and  10  cent. 
Box  No.  9:  Five  plates,  ordinary,  three  of  15;  24,  and  15  cent,  face  No.  19. 
Box  A :  Eighteen  plates,  ordinary,  canceled,  five  of  1  cent,  twelve  of  S  oenty  and 
one  of  12  cent. 

>  One-cent  plate.  No.  25,  missing.     Was  found  in  box  No. 5* 
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of  3-Mnt  CentenniAl ;  1, 2,  S,  6, 10, 12,  IS,  and  30  cent  offlofal  Wu  Department, ud 
2,  8,  BDd  6  cent  oCQctu  Post-OSlce  Departmeat;  thirteen  dies,  coDHUtiDK  of  ni 
hMMs  andsoTeu  engraTed  dies;  twenty-tno  matricee,  ooniistiDg  of  two  of  l-CMt, 
eigbt  of  S-cent,  ttireo  of  3,  6,  and  6  ceut,  two  of  tO,  12,  nod  30  cent  ordioaiy,  3^nt 
Poit-Offioe  Department.  3-cent  Centennial,  and  one  postal-service  matrioe. 

Box  No,  67  contninH  two  haudred  poatal-caid  plates,  "  B." 

Box  No,  68  oon tains  one  hundred  and  tw en tj- eight  postal-card  plates,  "C;"  ontbED- 
dred  poetal-oard  plates,  "A," 

Bos  No.  68  contatne  forty  postal  card  pistes,  "  F." 

Boi  No,  70  contains  stamp-envelope  dies  and.  babs,  consisttog  of  eighttm 
l-cent  dies,  two  1-cent  hnbs,  one  2-cent  bub,  eight  2-oent  dies,  forty-five  3-«Dt 
dies,  ordinary;  twoB-cent  Poat-OfflceDepsrtmentdies;  one hnb,  3-cent, Pa*t-0S1« 
DepartmeDt;  one  original  3-cent  Poet-OB3ce  Department  die;  foor  2-ceat  pNt 
Offlce  Department  dies:  two  30-ccnt  dies;  90-oent  nnb  and  four  dO-oent  din;  thna 
7-centdiB8;  one  6-cent  hub  and  four  6-cent  dies;  one  10-ceut  hub  and  four  10-Mit 
dies ;  tliree  U-cent  dies  and  bub ;  three  I5-cant  dies  and  hubs ;  tbreo  24-Mnt  did 
and  hub;  two  1-cent  bubs;  three  1-cent  War  Department  dies  and  one  hub;  tvo 
3-oent  War  Departnient  dies  and  one  hub;  two  10-cent  War  Department  diosind 
one  bub;  two  16-cent  War  Department  dies  and  one  bnb. 


numlwreil  from  "6 
Wasbiugtou  Navy- Yard, 


This  is  to  certify  tbat  all  the  foregoing  dies,  rolls,  and  plates  contained  in  boiM 

— ■ .1  t ,,  A  „  ._  j^p_  YQ^  inclusive,  were  destroyed  in  onr  presence,  at  lb 

on  July  30,  August  3,  and  Augnst  5,  1897. 

E,  C.  FOWLBB, 

N.  A.  C.  Shits, 
.Iamks  H.  Rebvc, 
W.  H.  Stbwabt, 

CMSItHM. 
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■^StaiemmU  ikewing  ike  operation  of  ike  epeeial-ieHverff  ejfBtem  at  M  ike  free- 
Mhery  poet-oJUie  during  the  yeor  ending  June  30,  i^P7--Contina6d. 
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No.  IS— Statement  ekowing  the  operatume  of  the  epeoial-diUverff  ejfetem  at  aJl  iUfm- 
delivery  poet-^fffices  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  i^^— Continaed. 


Poftt-offioe. 


Humlbal,  Mo 

Hftrrisbnrff ,  Pa 

Hartford,  Conn 

Haatings,  Nebr 

Haverbilt  Maaa 

HaKleton,  Pa 

Helena,  Mont 

Henderson,  Ky 

HiU8dale,Mich 

Hoboken,  N.  J 

Holyoke,  Maas 

HooalokFalla.  N.  Y.. 
Homellaville,  N.Y... 

Hot  Springa,  Ark 

Houston,  Tex 

Hndaon,  N.Y... 

Huntingdon,  Pa 

Huntington,  Ind 

H  un  tin  Eton,  W.  Ya. . . 

HuntsvTlle,  Ala 

Hutchinson,  Kans 

Hydepark,  Mims 

Independence,  Iowa. . 
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Kankakee,  III 

Eanaas  Ci  ty.  Kans 

Kansas  City.  Mo 
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acting  b^  JAmes  A,  Gary,  PoBtmuter-OeDeral,  of  the  Snt  part,  and  Aibert  Dtantt, 
of  Waahm^on,  D.  C,  a«  principal,  and  tbe  Fidelity  and  Depoeit  Companf  of  Umt- 
land,  a  corporation  of  Maryland,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  aa  siiraty,  of  Ui«  mwad 
part,  vitneueth : 

Wnereaa  the  PoBtmaflter-Qeneral,  in  compliance  with  law,  caaaed  an  adTBrtiM- 
meut,  dated  Jnly  8, 1897,  to  be  pnblinbed  in  certain  newspapera  in  the  United  8lUe«, 
InvitiDf^  proposals  for  famishing  all  the  poital  cards  that  tno  Department  might  call 
for  doring  s  period  of  foni  years  beginning  Decomtier  1,  1397,  a  printed  copy  <rf 
which  wlTertisement,  together  with  the  Bpecification*  tiierein  referred  to,  is  hcmta 
annexed  and  made  part  hereof,  iis  follows: 

"PnOPOBAM  FOB  FURNISHINO  POBTAL  CaBSS. 

"asvertisement. 

"POWT-OfHO  Dkfartukkt, 

"  WatMTigton,  D.  C,  Julg  8, 1997. 
"Sealed  propoaale  will  be  received  at  this  Deportment  until  13  m.  on  Wedneeda;, 
the  Igth  day  of  Angnst,  1897,  for  farniehing  all  the  poatal  cards  which  the  Depart- 
ment may  call  for  during  a  period  of  four  yeare  beginning  December  let,  1897. 
"  Blank  forms  of  bids,  with  samples  of  the  Department's  standard  of  paper  and  fall 

Sieciflcattons,  will  be  furnished  npoD  application  to  the  Third  Assietant  Foetaiaster- 
oneral,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"Jaueb  a.  Qart,  PMlMMler-GeMral. 

"i^wc^calioM. — Fumithing  potlal  c«ri». 


contract  standard,  sninpleB  of  which  may  be  obtained  flrom  (he  Department,  of  th« 
following  si7.ea  and  weights  r 

"1.  aiagle  card,  large  sire,  meagaring  3J  by  61  inches,  and  weighing  6  ponnds  J 
onncee  a  ttionsand  cards.  {Of  this  card  there  will  be  two  deaigne,  one  for  nae  in  tht 
doroeetio  niaile  and  the  other  foi  international  mails.) 
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"2.  Double  or  reply  card,  measuring  ^  by  6^  inches,  and  weishing  12  pounds  6 
OTIDCC8  a  thousand  cards.  (Of  this  card  there  will  also  be  two  designs,  a  domestic 
aud  a  foreign  one.) 

"3.  Single  card^  small  size,  measuring  2f{  by  4|f  inches,  and  weighing  5  pounds  a 
thousand  cards. 

**The$e  three  item*  will  comprehend propoaal  flrai. 

"Bids  are  also  invited  for  cards  of  tnese  same  sizes  and  weights,  but  to  be  inade  of 
paper  according  to  samples  submitted  by  bidders,  constituting  Proposal  Second,  Under 
this  proposal  as  many  different  kinds  of  paper  as  bidders  may  desire  to  submit  will 
lie  received  and  considered;  but  of  each  kind  at  least  25  samples,  cut  to  the  several 
sizes  of  cards  as  described,  must  accompany  the  bid,  together  with  several  whole 
sheets  of  the  paper;  and  the  formula  from  which  the  paper  is  made — that  is  to  say, 
its  constituents,  their  proportions,  and  the  exact  process  of  manufacture — ^must  be 
disclosed. 

"After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  bids,  the  Postmaster-Oeneral  will  deter- 
mine whether  to  award  the  contract  on  the  Department  sample  or  upon  some  sample 
to  be  submitted  by  bidders. 

"COLOR  AND  QUALITY  OF  PAPER,  ETC. 

"If  the  contract  should  be  awarded  upon  the  Department  sample,  the  paper  must 
be  made  of  G9  per  cent  of  sulphite-bleached  spruce  fiber,  of  22  per  cent  of  soda  chem- 
ical poplar  fiber,  bleached,  and  of  9  per  cent  of  English  clay.  It  must  be  clean  and 
free  from  imperfections,  run  and  calendered  to  a  uniform  thickness  and  weight,  fin- 
ished on  both  sides  suitable  for  writing  with  ink  and  pencil,  and  the  same  in  color, 
qnality,  tensile  strength,  weight,  finish,  and  all  other  respects  as  the  standard. 

"If  the  contract  is  awarded  upon  some  sample  submitted  by  a  bidder,  the  paper 
must  be  made  according  to  the  disclosed  formula,  must  conform  to  the  sample  sub- 
mitted, and  must  possess  all  the  other  qualities  given  above  in  reference  to  the 
Department's  own  standard. 

"In  no  case  must  there  be  a  water  finish  to  the  paper. 

"  The  right  is  reserved  to  the  Postmaster-General  to  change  the  color  of  the  paper 
of  either  of  the  cards  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of  the  contract;  but  in  any 
snch  change  as  he  may  see  fit  to  make  no  more  expensive  color  shall  be  selected  than 
that  in  the  contract  standard,  unless  the  contractor  shall  be  compensated  therefor; 
and  if  a  less  expensive  color  be  selected,  credit  shall  be  taken  by  the  Department  in 
the  settlement  of  accounts  for  the  difference  in  cost.  The  Postmaster-General  also 
reserves  the  right  to  increase  or  diminish  the  standard  weight  of  either  card  at  any 
time  during  the  contract  term,  upon  the  condition  that  he  shall  pay  the  contractor 
a  proportionate  increase  or  decrease  of  price,  to  be  determined  upon  the  actual  cost 
to  the  contractor  of  the  paper  in  use  at  the  time  of  the  change.  All  the  paper  fur- 
nished or  used  shall  be  subject,  both  before  and  after  being  printed,  to  the  super- 
vision and  approval  of  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  duly  authorized  agent.  The 
amount  of  difference  in  cost  involved  by  changes  in  the  color  or  weight  of  the  paper 
Rball  be  determined  by  the  Postmaster-General,  and  the  allowance  or  deduction  is  to 
be  made  at  his  discretion. 

"PJRINTING,  DIES,   ROLLS,  AND  PLATES. 

"The  single  cards  must  be  surface  printed  on  one  side  only  from  hardened  steel 

Elates,  and  with  ink  of  such  qnality  and  color  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  approved 
y  the  Postmaster-General.  The  use  of  aniline  inks  will  not  be  allowed.  The  double 
or  reply  cards  will  be  reanired  to  be  similarly  printed,  but  on  both  sides  of  the  paper, 
and  with  a  border,  the  design  to  be  selected  by  the  Postmaster-General. 

"The  dies  and  rolls  required  to  produce  the  working  plates  from  which  the  cards 
are  to  be  printed  willbeftirnished  by  and  wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  Government, 
and  fkt>m  snch  designs  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  see  fit  to  adopt;  but  all  the 
necessary  working  plates  must  be  furnished,  kept  in  repair,  and  renewed  at  the  cost 
of  the  contractor;  and  any  expense  which  the  Government  may  incur  in  connection 
therewith  shall  be  charged  to  nim,  and  deducted  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  for 
cards  fnmished.  All  snch  plates  made  or  used  at  any  time  during  the  contract  term 
shall  immediately  become  tne  property  of  the  United  States,  and  Aall  be  turned  over 
to  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  duly  authorized  agent  whenever  demanded.  The 
Postmaster-General  may  require  the  contractor  to  have  all  the  working  plates  made 
by  the  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing  of  the  Treasury  Department,  but  should 
it  become  necessary  or  expedient  to  turn  over  to  him  the  dies  and  rolls  for  the  prep- 
aration of  working  plates  at  some  other  establishment,  he  shall  be  held  responsible 
for  their  safe  cnst<Mly  and  proper  nse,  and  shall  return  them  whenever  demanded  by 
the  Postmaster-General  or  his  a^cut.  A  sufiicieut  supply  of  working  plates  will  be 
provided  in  time  to  properly  begin  work  under  the  contract,  subject  to  the  provisions 
above. 
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''The  Postuiaster-General  reserres  the  right  to  change  the  design  or  detignBof  the 
cards  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of  the  contract  under  the  foregoing  coDditioos. 

"The  cards  as  they  are  manufactured  shall  he  suhject  in  every  respect  to  the 
approval  of  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  duly  authorized  agent,  and  nis  right  of 
rejection  shall  he  ahsolute  and  final. 

"All  spoiled  cards  shall  he  destroyed  by  the  agent  of  the  Department  in  the  pn«- 
ence  of  the  contractor  or  his  representative,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  as  the  Post- 
master-General may  direct.  Payment  will  not  be  made  for  cards  spoiled  in  the 
process  of  manufacture  or  rejected  upon  inspection. 

"building,  place  of  manufacturb,  btg. 

"The  postal  cards  will  be  required  to  be  manufactured  in  a  strictly  first-elMi 
building  of  such  construction  as  to  give  security  against  loss  by  fire  or  theft,  sod  in 
apartments  separate  and  distinct  from  those  in  which  any  other  work  is  done;  tnd 
the  premises  shall  be  fitted  up  with  a  fire  and  burglar  proof  safe  or  vault,  to  he 
specially  provided  for  storing  the  finished  cards ;  the  said  building,  apartments,  and 
safe  or  vault  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  duly 
authorized  aj^^ent.  Special  provision  will  also  be  made  by  the  contractor  for  the  safe- 
keeping on  the  premises  of  the  cards  while  in  course  of  preparation,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  duly  authorized 
agent,  and  subject  to  his  approval. 

"  AGENT— OFFICE  ROOMS— INSPBGTIOV. 

"A  resident  agent  and  inspector  of  the  Department  will  have  supervision  of  the 
manufacture,  storage,  and  issue  of  the  cards,  and  he  shall  at  all  times  have  fall  and 
free  access  to  the  apartments  and  vaults  where  they  are  manufactured  and  stoied, 
for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  them.  The  contractor  shall  furnish  the  resident  agent 
of  the  Department  and  his  clerks  suitable  and  properly  furnished  ofllce  rooms,  con- 
nected with  the  premises  on  which  the  cards  are  manufactured,  for  the  transaction 
of  the  business  of  the  agency,  without  cost  to  the  Government.  The  contractor  may 
also  be  required  to  furnish,  without  charge,  suitable  and  properly  furnished  rooms 
for  the  use  of  the  post-office  in  registering  and  mailing  packages  of  postal  cards  to 
be  forwarded  through  the  mails.  The  apartments,  safe,  or  vault,  and  rooms  for 
manufacturing,  storing,  and  registering  cards,  sliall  be  immediately  oonnected  with 
one  another  by  communicating  doors,  sdl  of  which  shall  be  constructed  and  fitted  op 
to  the  satisfaction  and  with  the  approral  of  the  Postmaster-General,  or  his  dnly 
authorized  agent. 

"  The  Postmaster-General  shall  also  have  the  right  to  cause  inspection  to  be  made 
at  any  time,  by  any  agent  or  agents  whom  he  may  specially  designate  for  the  pur- 
pose, of  the  rooms,  apartments,  and  vaults  used  for  the  manufacture  and  storage  of 
cards  and  of  the  cards  in  course  of  manufacture  or  in  stock. 

"  The  contractor,  his  employees,  and  agents  shall  conform  to  such  regulations  as 
the  Department  may  from  time  to  time  adopt  for  the  security  of  the  Government 
These  regulations  may  comprehend,  if  deemed  expedient,  the  consignment  by  the 
contractor  to  the  Department's  agent  of  all  paper  to  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
cards,  the  count  and  issue  of  it  by  him  to  the  contractor's  employees  as  it  shall  be 
needed  for  printing,  and  a  strict  accountability  for  the  paper  so  issued  and  its  caid 
product. 

"STOCK  ON  HAND. 

"  The  contractor  shall  at  all  times  keep  on  hand  a  stock  of  finished  cards  suffieieDt 
to  promptly  meet  all  orders  of  the  Department,  and  to  provide  against  any  and  all 
contingencies  that  may  be  likely  to  occur  during  the  existence  of  the  contract;  and 
these  cards  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  daly 
authorized  agent  or  agents.  And  the  Postmaster-General  shall  have  the  right  to 
require  of  the  contractor,  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of  the  contract,  to  pro- 
vide an  extra  quantity  of  cards,  not  exceeding  a  supply  for  three  months. 

"The  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  to  impose  a  fine  upon  the  contractor, 
in  such  sum  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  be  deducted  in  the  settlement  of  accounts^ 
for  the  failure  to  have  on  hand  at  any  time  a  sufficient  supply  of  cards  with  which 
to  promptly  meet  all  just  requirements  of  the  Department;  also  the  right  to  fine  the 
contractor,  in  the  same  way,  for  errors  made  in  the  count  of  cards,  whereby  either  a 
greater  or  less  number,  or  a  greater  or  less  value,  of  cards,  is  issued  than  called  for 
on  the  orders  of  the  Department. 

"  In  the  event  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  shall  require  the  acceptance 
by  the  Dopartmeut  of  any  cards  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General  or 
of  his  duly  authorized  agent,  are  inferior  in  any  respeot  to  the  requirements  of  ths 
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contract;  the  right  is  reserved  to  the  Postmaster-General  absolutely  to  fix  the  price 
thereof,  and  to  pay  for  snch  inferior  cards  any  compensation  less  than  the  regular 
price  fixed  by  the  contract  that  may  seem  to  him  Just  and  reasonable  under  all  the 
circumstances,  ivhich  shall  be  a  complete  discharge  of  all  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  for  such  cards. 


ti 


FACKmO. 


"  The  cards  must  be  banded  in  parcels  of  twenty-five  (25),  and  packed  in  strong 
pasteboard  or  straw  boxes  bound  on  the  corners  and  edges  with  cotton  cloth,  or  of 
such  other  construction  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Postmaster  General ;  each  box 
to  contain  not  less  than  five  hundred  (600)  of  the  single  cards,  or  two  hundred  and 
fifty  (250)  of  the  donble  or  reply  cards.  When  2,000  cards  or  less  are  required  to  fill 
the  order  of  a  postmaster,  the  boxes  shall  be  wrapped  in  one  package,  securely  fas- 
tened,  in  strong  manila  paper,  and  sealed  so  as  to  safelybear  transportation  by  mail; 
and  when  more  than  2,000  cards  are  required,  the  pasteboard  or  straw  boxes  contain- 
ing them  must  be  packed  in  strong  wooden  cases  well  strapped  with  hoop  iron;  but 
no  case  shall  contain  more  than  25,000  cards. 

'<  The  oases  shall  be  addressed  by  the  contractor  under  the  direction  of  an  agent  of 
the  Department.  The  labels  for  packages  are  to  be  prepared  by  the  agent,  but 
attached  by  the  contractor.  The  cotton  cloth  required,  as  above,  to  be  put  on  the 
comers  and  ^dges  of  boxes,  may  be  omitted  when  the  cards  are  to  be  shipped  in 
wooden  cases.  When,  however,  cards  are  required  to  be  sent  to  any  of  the  Depart- 
ment's distributing  subagencies,  they  shall  all  be  pnt  up  in  wooden  cases  of  such 
■izes,  and  containing  such  proportions  of  wrapped  packages,  and  with  such  cloth- 
bound  boxes,  as  may  be  indicated  by  the  Department  when  tue  orders  for  the  cards 
are  given. 

"  Whenever  required  by  the  Department,  cards  shall  be  delivered  in  sheets— no 
order,  however,  to  be  for  less  than  10,000  cards ;  and  in  every  such  case  the  con- 
tractor shall  put  them  up  in  suitable  wooden  cases  without  extra  cost  to  the  Depart- 
ment. 

"All  address  labels  and  other  official  blanks  required  for  use  in  the  fulfillment  of 
the  contract,  will  be  furnished  by  the  Department. 

"stock  on  hand  at  expiration  op  contract. 

''The  Department  will,  upon  satisfactory  inspection,  accept  and  pay  for,  at  the 
regular  contract  prices,  the  stock  of  postal  cards  that  may  remain  on  hand  at  the  close 
of  the  contract  term ;  and  the  contractor  may  be  required,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  to  continue  the  issue  of  such  cards  until  they  shall  be  exhausted, 
subject  to  all  the  conditions  prevailing  while  the  contract  is  in  force;  but  provided 
that  snch  stock  shall  not  exceed  the  average  supply  for  a  period  of  one  month.  Any 
sorplas  over  that  quantity  may  be  destroyed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster- 
General,  without  compensation  therefor  to  the  contractor.  The  right  is  also  reserved 
to  the  Postmaster-General  to  authorize  the  issue  by  the  present  contractor  of  such 
cards  as  may  remain  in  his  hands  at  the  close  of  his  contract  term  (November  30, 
1897),and  the  new  contractor  shall  not  be  entitled  to  compensation  for  damages  on 
account  of  such  issues. 


it 


DBLIVKRY. 


"The  contraetor  must  be  ready  to  commence  the  delivery  of  the  cards  on  the  first 
day  of  December,  1897,  when  the  contract  term  begins;  and  thereafter  they  must  be 
promptly  furnished  and  delivered,  complete  in  all  respects,  in  such  quantities  as  may 
be  required  to  fill  the  daily  orders  of  the  Department.  The  cards  may  be  required 
to  be  delivered  iu  separate  packages,  as  above  provided  for,  at  the  post-office  or  the 
agency  at  the  place  where  tbe^r  are  manufactured,  or  at  the  nearest  adjacent  large 
post-office  with  adequaie  facilities  for  handling  and  mailinff  them,  or  into  a  railway 
post-office  or  freight  car  on  a  railroad,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General. 

"reports. 

"The  contractor  will  be  required  to  report  weekly,  or  at  other  stated  periods,  under 
oath,  and  in  snch  manner  and  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  the  number  and  kind  of  cards  manufactured  (finished,  unfinished,  and 
spoiled),  the  number  issued,  and  the  number  available  for  issue. 


tt 


8COPB  OF  BIDS — ^AWARD. 


"Bids  mnst  be  made  upon  the  blank  form,  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed.  The 
contract  will  be  awarded  as  a  whole,  for  both  sizes  of  single  cards,  and  for  the 
double  cards,  as  hereinbefore  described,  and  every  bidder  should  therefore  include 
them  all  in  nis  proposal. 
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''But  the  Po8tni<asteT-General  may  make  the  award  npou  a  proposal  comprehend 
ing  paper  of  a  sample  to  be  submitted  by  the  bidder — the  arrangement  in  the  bluk 
form  of  bid  herewith,  uuder  the  designations  Proposals  First  and  Second,  being 
intended  to  give  him  this  option. 

"The  prices  bid  will  include  the  furnishing  of  paper  and  materials  entering  into 
the  manufacture,  packing,  and  delivery  of  the  cards,  and  the  doing  of  all  other 
things  required  by  these  specifications. 

''It  is  estimated  that  during  the  four  years  of  the  contract  the  following  niimben 
of  each  kind  of  card  will  be  issued;  and  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  amoant 
of  the  several  proposals  to  be  submitted,  calculation  will  be  made  on  these  niunben 
at  the  prices  bid,  and  the  results  aggregated,  namely : 

Number  of  single  cards,  large  size,  estimated  for  use  during  four  years 
of  contract  (of  which  say  2,000,000  will  be  of  the  international 
kind) 1,800,000,000 

Number  of  double,  or  reply,  cards  estimated  for  use  during  four  y^ars 
of  contract  (of  which  25,000  will  be  of  the  international  kind) 20, 000, 000 

Number  of  single  cards,  small  size,  estimated  for  use  during  four  years 
of  contract  (for  domestic  mails  only) 250,000,000 

"These  figures  are  not  intended  to  show  the  number  or  the  proportion  of  cards  to 
be  actually  required.  It  is  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  contractor  mutt 
furnish  as  many  cards  of  the  several  kinds  described  as  the  Department  shall  call 
for  during  the  period  of  the  contract,  whether  more  or  less  than  is  shown  by  tbe 
above  estimates. 

"To  give  bidders  additional  information  as  to  the  number  of  cards  that  may  be 
called  U)T,  the  following  statement  is  made,  sho wince  the  number  of  the  several  landi 
now  in  use  issued  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1897 : 

Single  cards,    domestic 517,700,500 

"  international \ 433,250 

Double  cards,  domestic 5,477,500 

"  international 7,000 

' '  PROPOSALS — AG  RERMENT— BOND. 

"Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  individual  or  partnership  making  it,  tnd 
when  made  by  a  partnership  the  name  of  each  partner  thereof  mnst  be  dlscloeed; 
and  it  must  be  accompanied  with  a  guaranty,  signed  by  at  least  two  responsible 
guarantors,  that  the  bidder  shall,  within  ten  days  after  being  oaUed  upon  to  do  so, 
execute  a  contract,  with  at  least  two  good  and  sufficient  sureties  of  tne  character 
and  to  be  certified  as  hereinafter  required,  to  furnish  promptly,  and  in  quantities  as 
ordered,  the  article  or  articles  to  be  furnished  by  him,  and  faithfully  and  diligently 
to  keep,  x>erform,  and  abide  by  each  and  every  of  the  requirements,  provisions,  ind 
terms  of  such  contract,  and  these  specifications  to  be  thereto  annexed,  the  respoDsi- 
bility  and  sufficiency  of  the  signers  to  such  ^aranty  to  be  certified  to  by  the  post- 
master or  United  States  attorney  where  the  bidder  resides;  and  by  auoh  contract  the 
contractor  and  his  sureties  shall  covenant  and  agree  that  in  case  the  aaid  oontiactor 
shall  fail  to  do  or  perform  all  or  any  of  the  covenants,  stipulationn,  and  afreements 
of  said  contract  on  the  part  of  the  said  contractor  to  be  performed,  as  &ersin  set 
forth,  the  said  contractor  and  his  sureties  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States 
of  America  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  which  forfeiture  the  said 
contractor  and  his  sureties  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable,  as  fixed,  aettled,  and 
liquidated  damages,  and  not  as  a  penalty,  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States.     Such  sureties  shall  Justify  their  responsibility  by  affidavit,  lowing  that 
they  altogether  own  and  possess  property  of  the  clear  value  in  the  aggregate  of 
$200,000  over  and  above  all  debts  and  liabilities  and  all  property  by  law  exempt  from 
execution,  to  be  sworn  to  before  a  district  or  circuit  J uage  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  be  approved  by  him. 

"If  the  bidder  to  whom  the  first  award  may  be  made  should  fail  to  enter  into 
contract,  as  herein  provided,  then  the  award  may  be  annulled  and  the  contract  let 
to  the  next  lowest  responsible  bidder,  if  not  deemed  too  high  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  and  so  on  until  the  required  contract  is  executed;  and  snob  next  lowest 
bidder  shall  be  required  to  fulfill  every  stipulation  embraced  herein  aa  if  he  were 
the  original  party  to  whom  the  contract  was  awarded. 

"The  contract  will  also  provide  that  if  at  any  time  during  its  continuance  the 
sureties,  or  either  of  them,  shall  die  or  become  irresponsible,  the  Postmaster-General 
shall  have  the  right  to  require  additional  and  sufficient  sureties,  which  the  contractor 
shall  furnish  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Postmaster-General  within  ten  days  after  notice, 
and  in  default  thereof  the  contract  may  bo  annulled. 
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Tho  Poatmaster-Oeneral  reserves  the  right  to  rejeot  any  or  all  bids  if,  in  his 
Judgment,  the  interest  of  the  Government  shall  require  it;  also  the  right  to  annul 
tho  contract  when  made  if,  in  his  opinion,  there  shall  be  a  failure  to  perform  faith- 
fully any  of  its  stipulations,  or  in  case  of  a  willful  attempt  to  impose  upon  the 
Department  cards  inferior  to  those  required. 

"PAYMKNTS. 

'' Payments  for  cards  actually  issued  and  delivered  will  be  made  monthly,  after 
proper  examination  and  adinstment  of  accounts. 

"Payments  may  be  withhold  by  the  Postmaster-General  if  it  shall  appear  to  his 
satisfaction  that  the  contract  has  not  been  complied  with  in  any  particular. 

"CONTKACT   NOT  ASSIGNABLE. 

"The  contract  can  not  in  any  case  be  lawfully  transferred  or  assigned. 

**  EXTENSION. 

"Should  the  interest  of  the  Government  require,  the  contract  may  be  extended 
beyond  the  time  named  in  the  advertisement,  not  exceeding  three  months,  by  order 
of  the  Postmaster-General,  and  the  contract  prices  and  all  conditions  herein  set  forth 
shall  govern  in  such  extended  contract. 

''address  of  proposals. 

''All  proposals  mnst  be  made  on  the  blank  form  hereto  annexed,  securely  enveloped 
and  sealed,  indorsed  'Proposals  for  furnishing  postal  cards,'  and  addressed  to  the 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

"James  A.  Gary,  Po9ima$ter-Oeneral, 
"Post  Office  Department, 

"  Washington,  D,  C,  July  8,  1897.'' 

And  whereas  on  the  18th  day  of  Angust,  1897,  between  the  hours  of  12  m.  and 
1  p.  m.,  npon  the  pnblic  opening  and  examination  of  the  proposals  submitted  nnder 
said  advertisement,  it  appeared  that  a  proposal  submitted  by  the  said  Albert  Dag- 

fett  was  the  lowest,  his  bid  comprehending  the  single  (large  and  small  sizes)  and 
oable  or  reply  postal  cards  as  called  for,  made  of  paper  according  to  a  standard 
designated  in  tho  proposal  and  specifications  as  departmental  sample ; 

And  whereas  the  Postmaster- General,  by  an  order  dated  September  13,  1897, 
decided  to  award  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  cards,  nnder  the  said  proposal,  to 
the  said  Albert  Daggett,  the  order  being  in  the  following  words: 

"Order  No.  513: 

"It  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  Post-Offlce  Department 
with  postal  cards  during  the  four  years  beginning  December  1, 1897,  be  awarded  to 
Albert  Daggett,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  terms  and  conditions  comprehended  in 
proposal  1st  of  the  bid  submitted  by  him  under  the  advertisement  and  specifications 
of  the  Department  of  July  8, 1897,  the  kinds  of  cards  and  the  prices  thereof  being  as 
follows : 

"For  single  cards,  large  size,  3^  by  5^^  inches,  to  be  mado  of  paper  according  to  the 
departmentol  sample,  twenty-three  and  ninety-five  one  hundredths  (23i^(f,r)  cents  a 
Uionsand  cards. 

"For  single  cards,  small  size,  2fg  by  4|^  inches,  to  be  made  of  paper  according  to 
the  departmental  sample,  twenty  (20)  cents  a  thousand  cards. 

"  For  double  or  reply  cards,  5^  by  6^  inches,  to  be  made  of  paper  according  to  the 
departmental  sample,  forty-seven  (47)  cents  a  thousand  double  cards. 

"The  paper  of  said  cards  to  be  manufactured  at  Piedmont,  West  Virginia,  or  such 
other  place  or  places  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Postmaster-General. 

"J AS.  A.  Gary, 
"  Poatmaeter- General." 

Kow,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  the  stipulations  herein- 
after set  forth,  tne  said  Albert  Daggett,  contractor,  and  his  surety,  parties  of  the 
second  part,  do  hereby  jointly  and  severally  undertake,  covenant,  and  agree  to  and 
with  the  United  States  of  America,  and  do  bind  themselves,  in  manner  and  to  the 
effect  following,  that  is  to  say : 

First.  That  the  said  contractor  shall  furnish  and  deliver  promptly,  and  in  qnan- 
tities  as  ordered,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Postmaster-General  in  all 
respects,  all  the  postal  cards,  both  siugle  and  double  or  reply,  that  the  Post-Office 
Department  may  call  for  during  four  years  beginning  December  1,  1897. 
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Second.  That  the  dimousions,  weights,  and  colors  of  the  cards  shall  be  as  follows: 

Single  cards,  large  size,  3^  by  5^  inches ;  weieht,  6  pounds  3  ounces  a  thoiuaDJ 
cards;  color,  same  as  the  sample  hereto  attached,  designated  Departmental  sample. 

Single  cards,  small  size,  2{%  by  4^  inches;  weight,  5  pounds  a  thousand  cards; 
color,  same  as  the  sample  hereto  attached,  designated  Departmental  sample. 

Double  or  reply  cards,  size  5^  by  6^  inches ;  weight,  12  pounds  6  ounces  a  thoDsand 
double  cards ;  the  color  of  such  of  the  cards  as  are  for  use  in  the  domestic  mails 
(commonly  known  as  domestic  reply  cards)  will  be  that  of  Departmental  sample, 
but  for  such  as  are  for  use  in  mails  to  foreign  countries  (usually  known  as  internft- 
tional  reply  cards)  tiie  color  will  be  pearl  gray,  such  as  is  shown  in  the  sample  card 
hereto  attached. 

Third.  That  the  paper  from  which  the  cards  are  to  be  made  shall  be  clean  and  free 
from  imperfections,  run  and  calendered  to  a  uniform  weight  and  thickness,  finished 
on  both  sides  suitable  for  printing  and  for  writing  with  ink  and  pencil,  and  eqnil 
in  quality,  tensile  strength,  weight,  finish,  and  all  other  respects  to  the  Departmeot's 
standard,  a  sample  of  which,  designated  Departmental  sample,  is  hereto  attached, 
and,  as  provided  by  the  aforesaid  specifications,  manufactured  at  Piedmont,  West 
Virginia,  at  the  mills  of  the  West  Virginia  Paper  Company,  or  at  such  other  place  or 
places  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  designate;  and  that  a  resident  agent  or  in8pe^ 
tor  of  the  Department  shall  at  all  times  have  full  and  free  access  for  inspecting  the 
manufacture  of  said  paper  from  commencement  to  finish. 

The  right  is  reserred  to  the  Postmaster-General  to  change  the  color  of  the  paper 
of  any  of  the  cards  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of  the  contract;  but  in  anysaeh 
change  as  he  may  see  fit  to  make  no  more  expensive  color  shall  be  selected  than  that 
in  the  contract  standard,  unless  the  contractor  shall  be  compensated  therefor;  and 
if  a  less  expensive  color  be  selected,  credit  shall  be  taken  by  the  Department  in  the 
settlement  of  accounts  for  the  difference  in  cost.    The  Postmaster-General  also 
reserves  the  right  to  increase  or  diminish  the  standard  weight  of  any  of  the  cards  at 
any  time  during  Hie  contract  term,  upon  the  condition  that  he  shall  pay  the  contractor 
a  proportionate  increase  or  decrease  of  price,  to  be  determined  npon'  the  actual  cost 
to  the  contractor  of  the  paper  in  use  at  the  time  of  the  change.    All  the  paper  fur- 
nished or  used  shall  be  subject,  either  before  or  after  being  printed,  to  the  supervision 
and  approval  of  the  Postmaster-General,  or  his  duly  authorized  agent.    The  amomit 
of  difference  in  cost  involved  by  changes  in  the  color  or  weight  of  the  paper  shall 
be  determined  by  the  Postmaster-General,  and  the  allowance  or  deduction  made  at 
his  discretion. 

Fourth.  That  the  single  cards  shall  be  surface  printed  on  one  aide  only,  from 
hardened  steel  plates,  and  with  ink  of  such  quality  and  colors  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  approved  by  the  Postmaster-General,  the  use  of  aniline  inks,  however,  not 
being  allowable;  that  the  double  or  reply  cards  (of  which  there  will  be  two  desigiis, 
one  ror  use  in  the  domestic  mails  and  the  other  for  use  in  the  international  mails) 
shall  be  similarly  printed,  but  on  both  sides  of  the  paper,  with  a  border,  and  also 
with  a  deeply  indented  dotted  line,  equidistant  from  the  two  sides  of  the  card, 
similar  to  tnat  shown  in  the  specimen  hereto  attached,  so  as  to  assist  users  of  the 
cards  in  folding  them  or  in  tearing  them  apart;  that  all  the  necessary  working  plates 
for  printing  the  cards  shall  be  furnished,  kept  in  repair,  and  renewed  at  the  cost  of 
the  contractor,  but  from  dies  and  rolls  furnished  at  the  cost  of  the  Government; 
that  any  expense  which  the  Government  may  incur  in  fomishing  plates  or  in  renew- 
ing or  repairing  them,  if  such  a  thing  should  be  found  expedient,  shall  be  charged 
to  the  contractor,  and  deducted  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  for  cards  furnished; 
that  all  such  plates  made  or  used  at  any  time  during  the  contract  term  shall  imme- 
diately become  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  bo  turned  over  to  the 
Postmaster-General  or  his  duly  authorized  a^ent  whenever  demanded;  that  shonhi 
it  become  necessary  or  expedient,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster-General,  to  tnm 
over  to  the  contractor  the  dies  and  rolls  for  the  preparation  of  working  plates,  he 
shall  be  held  responsible  for  their  safe  custody  and  proper  use,  and  shall  return  them 
whenever  demanded  by  the  Postmaster-General  or  uis  agent. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  working  plates  will  be  provided 
by  the  Department  in  time  to  properly  begin  work  under  the  contract,  which  are, 
however,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  contractor;  also  that  the  Postmaster-General  reserves 
the  right  to  change  the  design  or  designs  of  the  cards  at  any  time  during  the  existence 
of  the  contract  under  the  foregoing  conditions;  that  the  cards  aa  they  are  manufac- 
tured shall  be  subject  in  every  respect  to  the  approval  of  the  Postmaster-General  or 
his  duly  authorized  agent,  and  that  his  right  of  rejection  shall  be  absolute  and  final; 
that  all  spoiled  cards  shall  be  destroyed  by  the  agent  of  the  Department  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  contractor  or  his  representative,  or  otherwise  disposedof  aa  the  Postmaster- 
General  may  direct,  and  that  payment  will  not  be  made  for  cards  spoiled  in  the 
process  of  manufacture  or  rejected  upon  inspection. 

Fifth.  That  the  postal  cards  shall  be  manufactured  in  a  strictly  first-class  building 
of  such  construction  as  to  give  security  against  loss  by  fire  or  theft,  and  in  apart- 
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meuts  separate  and  distiDct  from  those  in  which  any  other  work  is  done;  that  the 
premises  shall  be  fitted  up  with  a  fireproof  safe  or  vault,  to  be  specially  provided 
for  storing  the  finished  cards;  that  the  naid  building,  apartments,  and  safe  or  vault 
shall  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  duly  authorized 
agent,  and  that  special  provision  shall  be  made  by  the  contractor  for  the  safe- keep- 
ing on  the  premises  of  the  cards  while  in  course  of  preparation,  under  such  regula- 
tions as;may  be  prescribed  by  the  Postmaster-General  or  his  duly  authorized  agent, 
and  subject  to  his  approval. 

Sixth.  That  the  contractor  shall  furnish  the  resident  agent  of  the  Department  and 
his  clerks  suitable  and  properly  furnished  office  rooms,  connected  with  the  premises 
on  which  the  cards  are  manufactured,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
agency,  without  cost  to  the  Government;  that  he  shall,  if  required  by  the  Depart- 
ment, furnish,  without  charge,  suitable  and  properly  furnished  rooms  for  the  use  of 
the  post-office  in  registering  and  mailing  packages  of  postal  cards  to  be  forwarded 
through  the  mails ;  that  the  apartments,  safe,  or  vault,  and  rooms  for  manufactur- 
ing, storing,  and  registering  cards  shall  be  immediately  connected  with  one  another 
by  communicating  doors,  all  of  which  shall  be  coustriicted  and  fitted  up  to  the  sat- 
isfaction and  with  the  approval  of  the  Postm.ister-General  or  his  duly  authorized 
agent,  and  that  the  contractor,  his  employes,  and  agents  shall  conform  to  such  regu- 
lations as  the  Department  may  from  time  to  time  adopt  for  the  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  regulations  may  comprehend,  if  deemed  expedient,  the  consigunient 
by  the  contractor  to  the  Department's  agent  of  all  paper  to  be  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cards,  the  count  and  issue  of  it  by  him  to  the  contractor's  employ r^s  as  it 
Bhall  be  needed  for  printing,  and  a  strict  accountability  for  the  paper  so  issued  and 
its  card  product. 

Seventh.  That  the  contractor  shall  at  all  times  keep  on  hand  a  stock  of  finished 
cards  sufficient  to  promptly  meet  all  orders  of  the  Department,  and  to  provide 
against  any  and  all  contingencies  that  may  be  likely  to  occur  during  the  existence 
of  the  contract;  that  these  cards  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Post- 
master-General or  his  duly  authorized  agent  or  agents,  and  that  the  Postmaster- 
General  shall  have  the  right  to  require  the  contractor,  at  any  time  during  the  exist- 
ence of  the  contract,  to  provide  an  extra  quantity  of  cards,  not  exceeding  a  supply 
for  three  months. 

Eighth.  That  the  cards  shall  be  banded  in  parcels  of  twenty-five,  and  packed  in 
strong  pasteboard  or  straw  boxes  bound  on  the  comers  and  edges  with  cotton  cloth, 
or  of  such  other  construction  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Postmaster-General,  each 
box  to  contain  not  less  than  five  hundred  of  the  single  cards  or  two  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  double  or  reply  cards;  that  when  2,000  cards  or  less  are  required  to  fill 
the  order  of  a  postmaster  the  boxes  shall  be  wrapped  in  one  package,  securely 
fastened,  in  strong  manila  paper,  and  sealed  so  as  to  safely  bear  transportation  by 
mail ;  that  when  more  than  2,000  ctirds  are  required  the  pasteboard  or  straw  boxes 
containing  them  shall  be  packed  in  strong  wooden  cases  well  strapped  with  hoop 
iron;  that  no  case  shall  contain  more  than  25,000  cards;  that  the  cases  shall  be 
addres8ed  by  the  contractor  under  the  direction  of  an  agent  of  the  Department; 
that  the  labels  for  packages,  to  be  prepared  by  the  agent,  shall  be  attached  by  the 
contractor. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  cotton  cloth  required,  as  above,  to  be  put  on  the 
comers  and  edges  of  boxes  may  be  omitted  when  the  cards  are  to  be  shipped  in 
wooden  cases;  but  when  cards  are  required  to  be  sent  to  any  of  the  Department's 
distributing  snbagencies  they  shall  all  be  put  up  in  wooden  cases  of  such  sizes, 
and  containing  such  proportions  of  wrapped  packages,  and  with  such  cloth-bouna 
boxes,  as  may  be  indicated  by  the  Department  when  the  orders  for  the  cards  are 
given.  It  is  also  to  be  understood  that  whenever  required  by  the  Department  cards 
shall  be  delivered  in  sheets— no  order,  however,  to  be  for  less  than  10,000  cards— and 
that  in  every  such  case  the  contractor  shall  put  them  up  in  suitable  wooden  cases 
without  extra  cost  to  the  Department;  also  that  all  address  labels  and  other  official 
blanks  required  for  use  in  the  fulfillment  of  the  contract  will  be  furnished  by  the 
Department. 

Ninth.  That  the  contractor  shall  be  ready  to  begin  the  delivery  of  the  cards  on 
the  1st  day  of  December,  1897,  when  the  contract  term  begins ;  that  thereafter  they 
shall  be  promptly  furnished  and  delivered,  complete  in  all  respects,  in  such  quanti- 
ties as  may  be  required  to  fill  the  daily  orders  of  the  Department,  and  that  the 
cards  shall  be  delivered  in  separate  packages,  as  above  provided  for,  at  the  post- 
office  or  the  agency  at  the  place  where  the^  are  manufactured,  or  at  the  nearest 
adjacent  large  post-office  with  adequate  facilities  for  handling  and  mailing  them, 
or  iu  a  railway  post-office,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster-General — it  being 
nnderstood  that  in  no  event  shall  the  Department  become  liable  for  arbitrary  or 
separate  transportation  charges  that  may  be  incurred  for  the  carriage  of  the  cards 
from  the  place  where  they  may  be  manufactured  to  the  main  line  of  railroad  on 
irhioh  the  railway  post-office  is  being  operated. 
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Tenth.  That  tho  oontractor  shall  receive  and  store  snoh  of  the  two>cent  intern^ 
tional  postal  cards  now  belongins  to  the  Goremment,  and  stored  in  the  vault  at  the 
postal-card  factory  at  Castleton,  N.  T.,  aa  shall  remain  on  hand  when  the  eontrsei 
term  begins,  and  shall  issue  them  as  required,  without  cost  to  the  Gtovemment  foT 
wrapping,  packing,  and  handling. 

Eleventh.  That  the  contractor  shall  report  weekly,  or  at  other  stated  periodB, 
under  oath,  and  in  such  manner  and  form  as  may  he  prescribed  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  the  number  and  kind  of  cards  manufactured  (finished,  unfinished,  and 
spoiled),  the  number  issued,  and  the  number  available  for  issue. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  hereby  contracts  and  agrees : 

First.  To  pay  the  said  contractor  for  the  postal  cards  manufactured  and  delivered 
in  pursuance  of  this  contract  at  the  following  rates : 

For  single  cards  (large  size),  3^  by  5^  inches,  twenty-three  and  ninety-five  hns- 
dredths  cents  (23.95)  a  thousand  cards.  For  the  single  card  (small  size),  2\i  by  AW 
inches,  twenty  (20)  cents  per  one  thousand  cards. 

For  double  or  reply  oaros,  5i  by  6^  inches,  forty-seven  (47)  cents  a  thousand  eards. 
And  payments  at  tnese  prices  shall  be  tali  compensation  for  everything  required  to 
Ije  done  or  furnished,  as  herein  set  forth ;  payments  to  be  made  monthly  after  proper 
examination  and  verification  of  accounts. 

Second.  To  deliver  to  the  oontractor  a  safficient  supi>ly  of  working  plates  for 
printing  the  cards  in  time  to  prox>erly  bej^in  work  under  this  contract,  the  said  platei 
to  be  paid  for  by  the  contractor,  as  hereinbefore  specified. 

It  is  further  stipulated  by  and  between  the  contracting  parties  as  follows: 

1.  That  a  resident  agent  and  inspector  of  the  Department  shall  have  supervisioa 
of  the  manufacture,  storage,  and  issue  of  the  cards,  and  that  he  shall  at  all  ttmei 
have  full  and  tree  access  to  the  apartments  and  vaults  where  they  are  manufactured 
and  stored  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  them. 

2.  That  the  Postmaster- General  shaU  have  the  right  to  cause  inspection  to  be 
made  at  any  time,  by  any  agent  or  agents  whom  he  may  specially  designate  for  the 
purpose,  of  the  rooms,  apartments,  and  vaults  used  for  the  manufacture  and  storage 
of  cards,  and  of  the  cards  in  course  of  manufacture  or  in  stock. 

3.  That  the  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  to  impose  a  fine  upon  the  con- 
tractor, in  such  sum  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  oe  deducted  in  the  settlement  of 
accounts,  for  the  failure  to  have  on  hand  at  any  time  a  sufficient  supply  of  cards 
with  which  to  promptly  meet  all  just  requirements  of  the  Department;  also,  the 
richt  to  fine  the  contractor,  in  the  same  way,  for  errors  made  in  the  count  of  cards, 
whereby  either  a  greater  or  less  number,  or  a  greater  or  less  value,  of  cards  is  issued 
than  called  for  on  the  orders  of  the  Department.  And  in  the  event  that  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  service  shall  require  the  acceptance  by  tho  Department  of  any 
cards  which,  in  the  opinion  of  tho  Postmaster-General  or  of  his  duly  authorized  agent, 
are  inferior  in  any  respect  to  the  requirements  of  the  contract,  the  right  is  reserved 
to  the  Postmaster-General  absolutely  to  fix  the  price  thereof  and  to  pay  for  such 
inferior  cards  any  compensation  lees  than  the  regular  price  fixed  by  the  contract  that 
loay  seem  to  him  just  and  reasonable  under  all  the  circumstances,  which  shall  be  a 
complete  discharge  of  all  liability  on  the  part  of  the  Government  for  such  cards. 

4.  That  tlie  Department  will,  upon  satisfactory  inspection,  accept  and  pay  for,  at 
the  regular  contract  prices,  the  stock  of  postal  cards  that  may  remain  on  hand  at 
the  close  of  the  contract  term;  and  the  contractor  may  be  required,  at  the  discretton 
of  the  Postmaster-General,  to  continue  the  issue  of  such  ca^^  until  they  shidl  he 
exhausted,  subject  to  all  the  conditions  prevailing  while  the  contract  is  in  force: 
but  provided  that  such  stock  shall  not  exceed  the  average  supply  for  the  period  ei 
one  month,  and  any  surplus  over  that  quantity  may  be  destroyed,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Postmaster-General,  without  compensation  therefor  to*  the  oontractor.  The 
right  is  also  reserved  to  the  Postmaster-General  to  authorize  the  issue  by  tiie  present 
contractor  of  such  cards  as  may  remain  in  his  hands  at  the  close  of  his  contract 
term  (November  30,  1897),  and  the  new  contractor  shall  not  be  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion for  damages  on  account  of  such  issues. 

5.  That  if  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  this  contract  the  surety  shall 
become  irresponsible,  the  Postmoster-Gtoneral  shall  have  the  risht  to  require  addi- 
tional and  sufficient  sureties,  which  the  contractor  shall  furnish  to  the  aooeptance 
of  the  Postmaster-General  within  ten  days  after  notice;  and  in  default  thereof  the 
contract  may  be  annulled. 

6.  That  payments  for  cards  furnished  may  be  withheld  by  the  Postmaster-General 
if  it  shall  appear  to  his  satisfaction  that  this  contract  has  not  been  complied  with 
in  any  particular. 

7.  That  in  case  of  failure  of  the  contractor  to  furnish  promptly  and  in  quantities 
as  ordered  the  postal  cards  to  be  furnished  under  this  contract,  and  faithfully  and 
diligently  to  keep,  i>erform,  and  abide  by  each  and  every  of  its  requirements,  pro- 
visions, and  torms,  and  of  the  specifications  hereto  annexed  and  made  part  hereof 
the  said  contractor  and  his  surety  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  of 
America  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thonsand  dollars,  for  which  said  forfeiture  the  said 
contractor  and  his  surety  shall  be  jointly  and  severally  liable,  as  fixed,  settled|  and 
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liquidated  damageB,  and  not  as  a  penalty  to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States. 

8.  That  in  addition  to  the  forfeiture  ooyenanted  and  agreed  to  in  the  foreip^oiDK 
paragraph,  the  Postmaster-GeDeral  shall  have  the  right  to  annul  this  contract  if,  in 
his  opinion,  there  shall  he  a  failure  at  any  time  to  perform  faithfully  any  of  its  stipu- 
lations, or  in  case  of  any  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  Department  cards  inferior  to 
those  required  by  the  contract. 

9.  That  this  contract  shall  not  in  any  case  be  transferred  or  assigned. 

10.  That  should  the  interest  of  the  Govemment  require  it,  this  contract  may  be 
extended  beyond  the  time  hereinbefore  provided  for  its  duration,  not  exceeding 
three  months,  by  order  of  the  Postmaster-General,  and  the  contract  prices  and  all 
conditions  herein  set  forth  shall  govern  in  such  extended  contract. 

11.  That  no  Member  of  or  Delegate  to  Congress  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or 
pari  of  this  contract,  as  provided  by  sections  3739,  3740,  and  8741  of  the  ^Revised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States;  and  each  and  all  of  the  provisions  in  such  sections 
shall  be  deemed  a  part  of  this  contract. 

And  for  the  faithful  performance  of  this  contract,  and  each  and  every  of  its  cov- 
enants, stipulations,  and  agreements  on  their  part  to  be  performed,  the  said  parties 
of  ^e  second  part  ao  hereby  bind  themselves  and  each  of  them,  their  and  his  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators  and  successors  in  office. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Fostmsster-General  has  caused  the  seal  of  the  Post- 
OflSce  Department  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  has 
attested  the  same  by  his  signature,  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  andseals  on  and  as  of  the  day  hereinbefore  written. 

[6KAL  or  THE  POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT.]  JaMKS  A.   GaRY, 

Attest:  PotimMter-General. 

John  A.  Mbrritt, 

Third  Jasiatant  Po$ima$ter-General, 

Albert  Daggett,    [seal.] 
Attest: 

Hadison  Davis. 

Fidrlitt  and  Deposit  Company  of  Maryland, 
By  Edwin  Warfield,  Prendent. 
Attest: 

H.  E.  BoSLER,  SeoTitary,    [seal  of  company.] 

Robert  A.  Dobbin,  Jr.,\  ..  x^  «,,^*«. 
H.  M.  BULL,  7  "  *^  """*y- 

Approved  as  to  form,  James  N.  Tyner, 

JaHsiant  Attorney-General  for  the  Post- Office  Department. 


Statement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Fidelity  and  Depoeit  Company  of  Maryland  at 

the  cloee  of  business  April  SO,  18S7, 
RESOTRCES. 


Real  estate  (Fidelity  Building) 

Beltimore  City  etocV  H  per  cent,  1928. 1930, 1940, 1945 
Beltimore  City  stock,  6  per  cent,  1900 


State  of  Maryland  Insane  Asylum  bonds,  8A  per  cent  loon. 

State  of  Georgia  4|  per  cent  bonds,  1911, 1912, 1916 

State  of  Toineeaee  8  per  oent  btmds 


City  of  BaifUo  (N.  Y.)  H  per  cent  bonds 
City  of  Weetmiiister  (Ma.)  4|  per  cent  bonds 


City  of  Frederick  (Md.)  4  per  oent  bonds. 

City  of  Petersburg  (Va.)  Speroent  bonds 

City  of  Richmond  (Va.)  4  per  cent  bonds 

Lucas  0>anty  (Ohio)  Coort-House  4  per  cent  bonds 

Raltimore  Traction  Ca  bonds  (N.B.JL>iTision),  1st  5's 

CiW  and  Sobnrban  Rv.  Co.  of  Baltimore  bonds,  1st  5's 

Late  Roland  Rlevatea  1st  5  per  cent  bonds,  guaranteed  by  C.  and.  S.  Ry.  Co. 

Virginia  Midland  R.  R.  Co.  6  per  cent  bonds 

Wilmington  and  Weldon  RK.Co.6per  cent  bonds 

Chariotto,  Columbia  and  Augusta  R  R.  Co.  bonds 

Petersburg  R.  R  Co.,  class  B,  8  per  oent  bonds 

Geoivia  Pacific  R  R  Co.  6  per  cent  bonds 

Raleiffh  and  Gaston  R  R  Co.  5  per  cent  bonds 

Consolidated  Gas  Co.  of  Baltimore  6  per  cent  bonds 

Cheaapeake  Gas  Co.  of  Baltimore  8  per  cent  bonds . . 

Agenta'  deMt  balances,  leas  commissions 

Pmniums  in  course  of  collection  (home  office) 

Cash  in  office  Mid  banks 


Par  value. 


Total 


$501,800 
48,000 
100,000 
125,000 
30.000 
50,000 
25,000 
27,600 
25,000 
23,000 
30,000 
100,000 
48,000 
35,000 
41,000 
50,000 
25,000 
10,000 
11,000 
30.000 
5U,000 
14,000 


Market 
value. 


1596, 

629, 

51, 

103, 

140, 

26. 

51, 

25, 

28, 

26. 

25. 

30. 

110, 

62. 

a7, 

47, 

M, 
26, 

11, 
12, 
80, 
62, 

14, 

104, 

6, 

101. 


726.60 
116.00 
120.00 
000.00 
468.75 
400.00 
750.00 
000.00 
180.00 
750.00 
000.00 
000.00 
080.00 
800.00 
756.25 
240.00 
126.00 
500.00 
800.00 
100.00 
000.00 
760.00 
700.00 
800.85 
638.99 
997.18 


2,301,299.12 
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LIABILITIES. 

CftpltrfitookCpaidin) fl,OM,OW.« 

Sarpliu 750,000.00 

Premium  reserre  requirement 366,627.8 

Cl^maa^oated  (cheek  oat) 679.38 

Claims  in  process  of  acljustmcnt 2,443.34 

Claims  reported,  bat  proof  not  filed,  etc 27.Mo.82 

Undivided  profits 153,608.(3 

Total 2, 301, 2W.  12 

Statr  of  Maryland,  BaUinwre  City,  iot: 

J,  Herman  E.  Bosler,  treasurer  of  the  Fidelity  and  Deposit  Company  of  Mary- 
landy  do  hereby  certiiy  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  true  statement  of  the  assets  and 
liabilities  of  said  company  as  of  April  30tb,  1897,  taken  from  the  books  and  records 
of  said  company. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  subscribe  my  name  and  affix  the  seal  of  said 
company  this  17th  day  of  Sept.,  A.  D.  1897. 

[SEAL  OF  CO.]  H.  E.  BosLKR,  Treiuurer, 

State  of  Maryland,  City  of  Baltimot^e,  ss: 

On  this  17th  day  of  Sept.,  A.  D.  1897,  before  the  subscriber,  a  notary  pnblic  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  in  and  for  the  city  of  Baltimore,  duly  commissioned  and  qualified, 
came  Edwin  Warfield,  president,  and  Herman  £.  Hosier,  treasurer,  of  the  Fidelity 
and  Deposit  Company  of  Maryland,  to  mo  personally  known  and  being  by  me  dnly 
sworn,  severally  and  each  for  himself,  deposeth  and  saith  that  they  are  the  said  offi- 
cers of  the  company  aforesaid,  and  that  the  seal  affixed  t^  the  preceding  instrnmeot 
is  the  corporate  seal  of  said  company,  and  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  trae  statement  of 
the  assets  and  liabilities  of  said  company  at  the  close  of  business  April  30th,  1^, 
taken  from  the  books  and  records  of  said  company ;  and  that  said  company  has  not, 
since  said  30th  day  of  April,  1897,  sustained  any  losses  affecting  its  tinancii^  con- 
dition. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  herennto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  my  official  seal,  at 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  this  17th  day  of  Sept.,  1897. 

[notarial  seal.]  Fred  S.  Axtsll,  Notary  PMhlie. 


MO.  20. — C<mtraciforfumi$hingr€gistered-pack<ige,  tag,  ojfMal,  and  dead-letter  enrttopn 

during  the  year  beginning  July  1, 1897. 

This  contract,  made  this  28th  day  of  June,  1897,  and  executed  in  qnadrn plicate, 
between  the  United  States  of  America,  acting  by  James  A.  Gary,  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, of  the  first  part,  and  the  Plimpton  Manufacturing  Company  (a  corporation  daly 
created,  organized,  and  doin^  business  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut),  by  L.  B.  Plimpton,  its  president,  and  the  Morgan  Envelope  Com- 
pany (a  corporation  dnly  created,  organized,  and  doing  business  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Massachnsetts),  by  Eliuia  Morgan,  its  president,  as 
principals  (said  corporations  being  jointly  engaged  in  the  manufaotnre  of  envelopes), 
and  M.  S.  Chapman,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Robert  W.  Day,  of  Springfield,  Mau., 
as  sureties,  of  the  second  part,  witnesseth : 

Whereas  the  Postmaster-General,  in  compliance  with  law,  caused  an  advertise- 
ment, bearing  date  the  5th  day  of  April,  1897,  to  be  published  in  certain  newspapers 
in  the  United  States,  inviting  proposals  for  furnishing,  in  accordance  wiih  specifi- 
cations prepared  under  his  directions,  such  registered-package,  tag,  official,  and 
dead-letter  envelopes  as  might  be  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  Depaitment,  post- 
masters, and  the  postal  service  during  the  year  beginning  on  the  1st  day  of  Jnly, 
1897,  a  printed  copy  of  which  advertisement,  with  the  specifications  therein  referred 
to,  is  annexed  and  made  part  hereof,  as  follows : 

''Proposals  for  Furnishing  Registered-Package,  Tag,  Official,  and  Dead- 
Letter  Envelopes. 

''  advertisement. 

"Post-Office  Department, 

''Waehingtan,  D.  C,  April  6, 1837. 

''Sealed  proposals  are  invited  and  will  be  received  at  this  Department  ontil  2  p.  m. 
on  Thursday,  the  6th  of  May,  1897,  for  furnishing  such  registered-package,  tag,  official, 
and  dead-letter  envelopes  as  may  bo  ordered  lor  the  use  of  the  Department,  postmas- 
ters, and  the  postal  service  duriug  a  period  of  one  year,  beginning  on  the  1st  day  of 
July,  1897. 
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<*  Froposalti  must  be  made  on  the  blank  forms  provided  by  the  Department,  secnrely 
enyeloped  and  sealed,  indorsed  'Proposals  for  famishing  registered-package,  tag, 
official,  and  dead-lotter  envtilopes,'  and  addressed  to  tiie  Third  Assistant  Postmaster- 
General,  Washington,  D.  C.  Bids  delivered  in  person  must  be  handed  in  at  or  before 
the  hour  above  specified  for  the  receipt  thereof;  otherwise  they  will  not  be  considered. 

"  Blank  forms  of  proposal,  with  full  specifications  and  samples  of  the  envelopes, 
will  be  famished  npoa  application  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General. 

"Jas.  a.  Gary, 

"PoBtmaster- General, 


'Spedfloaiiane  for  furniehing  reffietered-paokage,  tag,  official,  and  dead-letter  envelopee. 

'' DB8IONATIONB  AND  8IZR6  OF  ENVELOPES. 

''The  designations  and  sizes  of  the  envelopes  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  adver- 
tisement are  as  follows: 

1. — 8|  by  bi  inches. 

2.—^  by  6|  inches. 

3.-31  by  81  inches. 

4.— 4i  by  6i  inches. 

5.— <H  by  9i  inches. 

6.— 4A  by  9A  inches. 

7.-5  by  10^  inches  (for  registered  packages). 

8. — 6f  by  lli^  inches  (for  large  registered  packages). 

9. — 3f  by  5i  inches  (tag  envelopes). 
10. — si  by  7i  inches. 
11. — 6  by  9  inches. 
12.— 61  by  1(H  inches. 
18. — li  by  10  inches. 
14.— 7i  by  11  inches. 
15.— 9  by  13i  inches. 
16.-12  by  15  inches. 

''Sizes  may  be  slightly  larger  than  called  for  above,  but  no  smaller. 

"composition  AND  QUALITY  OF  PAPER. 

''The  paper  from  which  envelopes  1,  2,  3,  and  4  are  manufactured  must  be  com- 
posed in  the  proportion  of  95  per  cent  of  jute  butts  and  5  per  cent  of  South  Carolina 
clay  (ezcladiug  all  other  material  except  the  necessary  coloring  matter),  and  must 
weigh  34^  pounds  per  ream  of  500  sheets,  measuring  22^^  by  30  inches,  or  in  that  pro- 
portion, in  the  process  of  manufacture  the  jute  butts  must  be  wasoed  six  hours  in 
the  washing  engines  and  beaten  nine  hours  in  the  beating  engines,  and  the  stock 
passed  through  a  Jordan  engine.  The  paper  must  be  rosin-sized  in  the  engine  and 
made  on  a  Fourdrinier  machine.  It  must  also  be  well  caleudered  and  finished,  and 
the  same  in  color,  quality,  tensile  strength,  and  in  all  other  respect-s,  as  the  paper 
in  the  sample  envelopes  furnished  to  bidders,  and  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  contract. 

"The  paper  from  which  envelopes  5,  6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,  and  16  are  manufac- 
tured must  be  composed  in  the  proportion  of  30  per  cent  of  No.  1  rope  manila,  30 
per  cent  of  No.  2  rope  (consisting  of  about  equal  parts  of  manila,  hemp,  and  sisal), 
30  per  cent  of  jute  butts,  and  10  per  cent  of  South  Carolina  clay  (exclucling  all  other 
material  except  the  necessary  coloring  matter),  and  must  weigh  47  pounds  per  ream 
of  500  sheets,  measuring  22^  by  30  inches,  or  in  that  proportion.  In  the  process  of 
manufacture  the  rope  and  jute  butts  must  be  washed  six  hours  in  the  washing 
engines  and  beaten  nine  hours  in  the  beating  engines,  and  the  ingredients  passed 
throush  a  Jordan  engine.  The  paper  must  be  rosin-sized  in  the  engine,  and  made 
on  a  Fourdrinier  machine.  It  must  be  well  calendered  and  finished,  and  the  same 
in  color,  quality,  tensile  strength,  and  in  all  other  respects,  as  the  sample  envelopes 
fumisbed  to  bidders,  and  to  be  made  a  part  of  the  contract.  A  portion  of  the  No.  6 
envelopes — ^probably  not  over  25,000  in  all.  but  as  many  more  or  less  as  may  be 
needed — must  be  made  of  dark  blue  paper  (not  different  in  quality,  however,  from 
the  other  envelopes  of  that  size),  similar  to  the  specimen  included  in  the  samples 
furnished  to  bidders.  These  blue  envelopes  are  known  as  letter-bill  envelopes,  and 
are  used  in  the  transmission  of  foreign  mails  under  the  terms  of  the  Postal  Union 
Convention.  They  are  to  be  furnished  the  same  as  other  envelopes  as  they  may  from 
time  to  time  be  called  for. 

''The  paper  f^om  which  the  tag  envelopes  for  registered  packages  (9)  are  to  be 
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manafaotnred  uinst  be  composed  wboUy  of  lute  butts  (except  tbe  necessary  eoloTing 
matter),  and  mast  weigb  90  lbs.  per  ream  of  600  sbeets,  measuring  22^  by  30  inehei, 
or  in  tbat  proportion.  In  tbe  process  of  manufacture  tbe  jute  must  be  washed  foor 
boors  in  tne  washing  engines  and  beaten  five  hours  in  the  beating  engines,  and 
passed  through  a  Jordan  engine.  The  paper  must  be  rosin-sized  in  uie  engine.  U 
must  be  well  calendered  and  finished,  and  the  same  in  color,  qnality,  tensile  strength, 
and  all  other  respects,  as  the  sample  envelopes  furnished  to  bidders,  and  to  be  made 
a  part  of  the  contract. 

''All  or  any  of  the  different  papers  used  may  be  required  to  be  watermarked  with 
such  designs  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Postmaster-General.  Ail  paper  furnished 
or  used  shall  be  subject  to  the  supervision  and  approval  of  the  Postmaster- General 
or  his  authorized  agent  before  and  after  being  manufactured  into  envelopes. 

**  The  Postmaster- General  shall  have  the  right  to  cause  inspection  to  be  made, 
when  and  in  such  manner  as  he  may  desire  it,  of  the  process  of  manufacturing  the 
paper  in  all  its  several  stages,  and  of  stationins  an  agent,  for  the  pnrpose  of  inspec- 
tion, at  the  mill  or  mills  where  the  paper  is  made ;  in  which  latter  case  the  contractor 
win  be  required  to  furnish  such  agent  with  a  properly  furnished  room  in  the  mill 
without  charge,  and  give  him  every  needful  facility  for  carrying  out  his  duty. 

''  Watermarked  paper  for  any  of  the  envelopes  that  may  be  spoiled  in  process  of 
manufacture,  or  condemned  as  unfit  for  use,  shall  not  be  used  or  sold  by  the  con- 
tractor in  its  manufactured  state,  but  shall  be  reduced  to  pulp  or  otherwise  destroyed, 
without  cost  to  the  Government. 

''Such  spoiled  or  rejected  paper  shall  not  be  made  over  for  use  in  registered-package 
or  official  envelopes. 

"style  of  manufacture. 

"  The  envelopes  must  be  made  in  the  most  thorough  and  workmanlike  manner, 
after  tbe  styles  and  of  the  cuts  shown  by  the  samples  furnished  to  bidders;  the  joints 
to  be  well  and  securely  fastened,  and  with  such  quality  of  gum,  6«e  from  offensiTe 
odor,  as  will  secure  perfect  and  permanent  adhesion  of  the  paper,  and  the  flaps  to  be 
thoroughly  gummed  with  the  same  or  other  equally  suitable  material.  In  making 
the  registered  packap^e  envelopes  (7  and  8),  however,  the  best  quality  of  fish  glue 
must  be  used  in  securing  the  adhesion  of  the  paper,  and  on  the  flaps.  The  envelopes 
shall  be  in  all  respects  subject  to  the  approvskt  of  the  Postmaster-General  or  hisdnly 
authorized  agent;  and  his  right  of  rejection  shall  be  absolute  and  final. 

"  Should  the  contractor,  in  the  performance  of  work  under  the  contract,  make 
nnanthorized  use  of  any  machinery  or  material  or  other  thing  oti  which  a  patent  has 
beeu  granted  by  the  United  States,  the  Government  is  to  be  fnade  free  of  all  liability 
for  such  infringement. 

"PRINTING. 

"The  envelopes  must  bear  such  printing  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  direct, 
and  the  registered  package  and  tag  envelopes  (7,  8,  and  9)  will  be  reqnired  to  be 
printed  in  vermilion  or  some  other  approved  brilliant  color,  equal  to  that  on  the 
samples.  All  of  the  other  envelopes  must  have  printed  on  them  the  name  of  tbe 
Department,  the  words  'Official  Business,'  and  tne  penalty  provided  by  law  for 
their  misuse,  besides  such  other  printing  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  at  any  time 
direct.  When  ordered  in  separate  quantities  of  500  of  envelope  2,  or  of  ^0  of  envel- 
opes 1,  4,  5,  and  6,  or  of  100  of  envelopes  3  and  12,  or  in  larger  quantities,  for  the  use 
of  postmasters,  they  will,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  printing,  bear  also  the  name 
of  the  post-office  for  whose  use  they  are  intended;  wnen  ordered  in  less  quantities 
they  will  bear,  in  addition  to  the  other  printing,  the  words  'Post-office  at,'  with  a 
blank  space  for  the  name  of  the  post-office  to  be  written  in.  The  printing  ou  tbe 
samples  is  intended  to  show  in  a  general  way  some  of  the  forms  that  will  be  reqnired. 

"packing,  etc. 

"  The  envelopes  must  be  banded  in  parcels  of  twenty-five,  packed  in  strong  paste- 
board or  straw  boxes  (not  inferior  to  No.  50  unlined  Western  strawboards^,  securely 
bound  with  linen  or  cotton  cloth  on  the  comers  and  edges,  and  of  snch  weight,  qual- 
ity, and  coubtruction  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Postmaster-General;  and  when 
intended  to  be  sent  direct  to  postmasters,  each  box  shall  contain  not  leas  than  100  of 
envelopes  3,  7,  8,  9,  and  12,  and  not  less  than  250  of  envelopes  1,  2.  4,  5,  and  6,  or 
larger  quantities  as  may  be  ordered  for  the  principal  post-offices;  tne  boxes,  when 
Hcnt  in  lots  not  requiring  wooden  cases,  to  be  well  and  securely  wrapped  in  strouj; 
manila  paper  and  properly  sealed,  so  as  to  bear  safe  transportation  by  mail.  Bat 
when  required  to  be  sent  to  the  Post-Office  Department,  each  box  may  contain  not 
less  than  500  of  any  one  size  and  style  of  printing. 
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''When  4y000or  more  envelopes  of  the  1,  2,  3,  and  4  kinds,  and  2,000  or  more  of  the 
other  kinds,  are  required  to  fill  the  order  of  a  postmaster,  or  when  larger  lots  of  any 
kind  are  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Department,  they  must  be  packed  in  strong  wooden 
cases  and  properly  addressed ;  no  case  shall  contain  more  than  25,000  of  envelopes  1, 
2, 3,  and  4,  nor  more  than  10,000  of  the  other  sizes,  but  when  less  than  4,000  are  required 
to  be  sent  to  a  postmaster,  a  proper  label  of  direction  must  be  placed  on  each  pack- 
age, all  of  which  shall  be  done  and  furnished  by  the  contractor  without  additional 
cbai]K«. 

''The  sizes  designated  as  1,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9  are  used  mainly  by  postmasters, 
and  envelopes  2,  10, 11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  and  16  mainly  in  the  Post-Oifice  Department; 
but  the  right  is  reserved  to  order  any  or  all  of  the  different  sizes  for  use  of  thePost- 
Office  Department,  of  postmasters,  and  of  postal  officers  generally. 

''stock  on  hand. 

"  The  contractor  shall  at  all  times  keep  on  hand  a  stock  of  the  several  kinds  of 
envelopes  sufficient  to  promptly  meet  all  orders  of  the  Department,  and  to  provide 
against  any  Mid  all  contingencies  that  may  be  likely  to  occur  during  the  existence 
of  the  contract — such  stock  to  be  never  less  than  an  average  ten  days'  supply;  and 
said  envelopes  shall  be  held  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Postmaster-Oeneral  or  his 
duly  authorized  agent  or  agents;  and  the  Postmaster-Qencral  shall  have  the  right 
to  require  the  contractor,  at  any  time  during  the  existence  of  the  contract,  to  pro- 
vide an  extra  quantity  of  envelopes,  not  exceeding  a  supply  for  three  months. 

**  The  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  to  impose  a  fine  upon  the  contractor, 
in  such  sum  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  be  deducted  in  the  settlement  of  accounts, 
for  the  failure  to  have  on  hand  at  any  time  a  sufficient  supply  of  envelopes  with 
which  to  promptly  meet  all  just  requirements  of  the  Department. 

"  In  the  event  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  shall  require  the  acceptance 
by  the  Department  of  any  envelopes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  or  his  duly  authorized  agent,  are  inferior  in  any  respect  to  the  requirements 
of  the  contract,  the  right  is  reserved  to  the  Postmaster-General  absolutely  to  fi#the 
price  thereof,  and  to  pay  for  such  inferior  envelopes  any  compensation  less  than  the 
regular  price  fixed  by  the  contract  that  may  seem  to  him  just  and  reasonable  under 
all  the  circumstances,  which  shall  be  a  complete  discharge  of  all  liability  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  for  such  envelopes. 

**  On  failure  to  promptly  furnish  an^  article  or  articles  specified  in  the  contract, 
the  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  to  purchase  such  article  or  articles  in  the 
open  market;  and  if  a  greater  price  be  paid  than  that  prescribed  by  the  contract  for 
like  articles,  the  difference  shall  be  charged  to  the  contractor.  Failure  to  furnish 
soy  articles  within  a  reasonable  time  after  they  shall  have  been  ordered,  may  be 
regarded  by  the  Postmaster-General  as  a  sufficient  cause  for  the  annulment  of  the 
contract. 

"AGENT— OFFICE  ROOM8— INSPECTION. 

"An  agent  of  the  Department  will  have  supervision  of  the  manufacture,  storage, 
and  issue  of  the  envelopes,  and  he  shall  at  all  times  have  full  and  free  access  to  ^e 
apartments  where  they  (or  anything  entering  into  their  construction)  are  manufac- 
tured and  stored,  fcr  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  same. 

"  The  contractor  shall  furnish  the  resident  agent  of  the  Department  and  his  clerks 
suitable  and  properly  furnished  office  rooms  connected  with  the  premises  on  -which 
the  envelopes  are  made,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  agency,  without 
cost  to  the  Government ;  also  a  properlv  furnished  room  for  the  use  of  the  post- 
offiee  in  mailing  the  envelopes,  if  that  snould  be  required  by  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral. 

"The  contractor,  his  employees  and  agents,  shall  conform  to  such  regulations  as 
the  Department  may  from  time  to  time  adopt  for  the  security  of  the  Government  in 
any  respect. 

"  DSLIVEBT. 

"The  contractor  must  be  ready  to  commence  the  delivery  of  the  envelopes  on  the 
first  day  of  July,  1897,  when  the  contract  term  begins;  and  thereafter  they  must 
be  promptly  furnished  and  delivered,  complete  in  all  respects,  in  such  quantities  as 
may  be  required  to  fill  the  orders  of  the  Department.  The  envelopes  may  be 
required  to  be  delivered  in  separate  packages,  as  above  provided  for,  at  the  post- 
office  or  at  the  agency  at  the  place  where  they  are  manufactured,  or  at  the  nearest 
adjacent  large  post  office  with  adequate  facilities  for  handling  and  mailing  them,  or 
at  a  railway  post  office,  or  at  the  Post-Offioe  Department  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General ;  or  deliveries  may  be  required  to  be  made 
st  any  of  the  places  mentioned,  and  also  at  the  Post-Office  Department  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  as  may  be  directed  by  the  Postmaster-General. 
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''STOCK  OK  HAND  AT  EXPIRATION  OT  CONTRACT. 

''The  Department  will,  after  satisfactory  inspection,  acceijt  and  pay  for.  at  the 
regular  contract  prices,  the  stock  of  envelopes  that  may  remain  on  hand  at  the  doie 
of  the  contract  term;  and  the  contractor  may  he  required,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Postmaster-General,  to  continne  the  issue  of  such  envelopes  until  they  shall  be 
exhausted,  snhject  to  all  conditions  of  the  contract;  hut  provided  that  such  stoek 
shall  not  exceed  in  quantity  the  average  requirements  of  the  Department  for  i 

Seriod  of  fifteen  days.  Any  surplus  over  that  quantity  may  be  destroyed,  at  the 
iscretlon  of  tiio  Postmaster-General,  without  compensation  therefor.  The  right  is 
also  reserved  to  the  Postmaster-General  to  authorize  the  issue  by  the  present  con- 
tractors of  such  envelopes  as  may  remain  in  their  hands  at  the  cloae  of  their  <x»- 
tract,  and  the  new  contractor  shall  not  be  entitled  to  damages  on  account  of  such 
issue. 


tt 


AWARD. 


"The  contract  will  be  awarded  on  the  basis  of  the  probable  number  of  each  of  the 
several  kinds  of  envelopes  to  be  required,  as  shown  by  the  issues  in  round  nnmben 
for  the  year  ending  February  28, 1897,  as  follows: 


1 84,600,000 

2 3,567,000 

3 14,249,000 

4 422,000 

5 1,552,000 

6 3,522,000 

7 : 12,626,000 

8 899,000 


9 1,147,000 


10  (estimated) 

11, 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 


1,000 

12,000 

176,000 

74^000 

9,000 
45,000 

7,000 


"  (Of  the  No.  6  envelopes  furnished,  40,000  were  of  blue  paper,  and  knoim  si 
letter-bill  envelopes.) 

"•ids  should  be  made  separately  for  each  item  in  the  foregoing  list,  the  bidden 
stating  in  their  proposals  the  price  per  thousand  envelopes,  inolu£ng  everything  to 
be  done  or  furnished,  as  set  rorth  m  these  specifications;  and  the  oontraot  will  be 
awarded  as  a  whole  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  in  the  aggregate,  the  amoimt 
of  a  bid  to  be  ascertained  by  extending  the  above  issues  at  Uie  prices  bid,  respeo- 
tively,  and  then  aggregating  the  amounts  of  the  several  items. 

"It  must  be  understood,  however,  that  the  proposals  made  under  the  advertise- 
ment and  these  specifications  shall  impose  the  obligation  to  furnish  at  the  prices  bid 
all  the  envelopes  ordered  by  the  Department  during  the  contract  term,  wiUioot 
reference  to  the  numbers  above  stated,  subject  to  the  provision  as  to  those  on  hand 
at  the  termination  of  the  present  contract. 

"Each  bid  must  include  all  the  different  items  above  designated. 

"Preliminary  to  an  award,  the  bidder  may  be  required  to  demonstrate  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Postmaster-General,  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  notice  giren 
him  to  do  so,  that  he  either  has  in  his  possession,  or  is  able  to  procnre  within  s 
reasonable  period,  all  suitable  and  nocessa^  facilities  with  which  to  properly  com- 
mence and  carry  on  the  contract.  If  the  Postmaster-General  shall  be  satisfied  of 
the  inability  of  a  bidder  to  perform  the  contract  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments set  forth  in  the  specifications,  he  may  in  his  discretion  decline  to  accept  the 
bid  without  notice. 

"The  design  of  the  two  sizes  of  registered  package  envelopes — ^7  and  ^ii 

Satented ;  but  the  right  to  use  it  has  been  assigned,  without  limitation,  to  the  United 
tates.    The  contractor  will,  therefore,  not  be  required  to  pay  any  royalty  on  envel- 
opes manufactured  according  to  this  design. 


"  PROPOSALS— AGBBBMBNT— BOND. 

* 

"Each  proposal  must  be  signed  by  the  person,  partnership,  or  corporation  making 
it,  and  when  made  by  a  partnership  the  name  of  each  partner  thereof  must  be  dis- 
closed; and  if  the  proposal  be  made  bv  a  corporation,  the  Departnaent  must  be 
informed  of  its  name,  place  of  business,  object  or  organization  and  business,  and  the 
names  of  the  officers  authorized  to  bind  it  by  contract ;  and  it  must  bo  accompanied 
with  a  guaranty,  signed  by  at  least  two  responsible  guarantors,  and  based  upon  s 
penalty  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  that  the  bidder  shaU,  within  ten  days  alter  being 
called  upon  to  do  so,  execute  a  contract  with  at  least  two  good  and  snflicient  sure- 
ties, to  be  certified  as  hereinafter  required,  to  furnish  promptly,  and  in  quantitiei 
as  ordered,  the  article  or  articles  to  be  furnished  by  him,  and  faithfully  and  dili- 
gently to  keep,  perform,  and  abide  by  each  and  every  of  the  requirements,  provi- 
sions, and  terms  of  such  contract,  and  these  specifications  to  be  thereto  annexed|  the 
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For  No.  4.  size  4f  by  6^  inches,  one  dollar  and  thirty-eight  cents  a  thonaand. 

For  No.  5,  H  hy  9i  inches,  one  dollar  and  fifty-three  cents  a  thonsand. 

For  No.  6|  size  4^^  by  9i^  inches,  one  dollar  and  eighty-two  cents  a  thousand. 

For  No.  7y  size  5  by  10^  inches,  three  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents  a  thonsand. 

For  No.  8,  size  6f  by  Hi  inches,  five  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents  a  thonsand. 

For  No.  9,  size  3f  by  5i  inches,  one  dollar  and  eighty  cents  a  thousand. 

For  No.  10,  size  5^  by  7^  inches,  two  dollars  a  thousand. 

For  No.  11,  size  6  by  9  inches,  two  dollars  and  ninety  cents  a  thousand. 

For  No.  12,  size  6|  by  10^  inches,  three  dollars  and  five  cents  a  thousand. 

For  No.  13,  size  7\  by  10  inches,  three  dollars  and  twenty  cents  a  thousand. 

For  No.  14,  size  7i  by  11  inches,  three  dollars  and  sixty  cents  a  thousand. 

For  No.  15,  size  9  by  13i  inches,  four  dollars  and  thirty  two  cents  a  thousand. 

For  No.  16,  size  12  by  15  inches,  six  dollars  and  twenty  cents  a  thousand. 

Second.  That  said  prices  shall  be  full  compensation  for  eyerything  required  to  be 
done  and  furnished,  as  herein  set  forth,  payments  for  envelopes  actually  issued  and 
delivered  to  postmasters  to  be  made  monthly  after  proper  examination  and  a^jut' 
ment  of  accounts,  and  promptly  upon  the  fulfillment  of^ orders  for  envcdopes  sent  to 
the  Post-Office  Department. 

Third.  That  the  contractors  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  royalty  on  envelopes 
manufactured  and  furnished  under  this  contract. 

It  is  further  stipulated  and  agreed  by  and  between  the  contracting  parties: 

1st.  That  a  resident  agent  of  the  Department  shall  have  supervision  of  the  mana- 
facture,  storage,  and  issue  of  the  envelopes,  and  he  shall  at  all  times  have  fall  sod 
tree  access  to  the  apartments  where  they  Tor  anything  entering  into  their  eonstnie- 
tion)  are  manufactured  and  stored,  for  tne  purpose  of  inspecting  the  same;  thst 
such  agent  and  his  clerks  shall  be  provided  by  the  contractors  with  suitable  and 
properly  furnished  rooms,  connected  with  the  premises  on  which  the  envelopea  are 
made,  for  the  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  agency  without  cost  to  the  Govern- 
ment ;  also  with  a  properly  furnished  room  for  the  use  of  the  poet-office  in  mailisg  the 
envelopes,  if  that  should  be  required  by  the  Postmaster-General^  and  that  the  con- 
tractors, their  employ^  and  agents,  shall  conform  to  such  regulations  as  the  Depart- 
mrait  may  from  time  to  time  adopt  for  the  security  of  the  Government  in  any  respect 

2d.  That  the  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  risht  to  impose  a  fine  upon  the  con- 
tractors, in  such  sum  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  ue  deducted  in  the  settlement  ol 
accounts^  for  the  failure  to  have  on  hana  at  any  time  a  sufficient  supply  of  envelopei 
with  ^ich  to  promptly  meet  all  just  requirements  of  the  Department. 

8d.  That  in  the  event  that  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  shall  require  tiie 
acceptance  by  the  Department  of  any  envelopes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Post- 
master-General or  his  duly  authorized  agent,  are  inferior  in  any  respects  to  the 
requirements  of  the  contract,  the  right  is  reserved  to  the  Postmaster-General  abso- 
lutely to  fix  the  price  thereof,  and  to  pay  for  such  inferior  envelopes  any  compensa- 
tion less  than  the  regular  price  fixed  by  the  contract  that  may  seem  to  nim  just  and 
reasonable  under  all  the  circumstances,  which  shall  be  a  complete  discharge  of  all 
liability  on  the  part  of  the  Government  for  such  envelopes. 

4th.  That  on  failure  to  promptly  furnish  any  of  the  envelopes  specified  in  this  con* 
tract,  the  Postmaster-General  reserves  the  right  to  purchase  them  in  open  market; 
and  if  a  greater  price  be  paid  than  is  herein  prescribed  for  like  artioles,  tne  differenee 
shall  be  charged  to  the  contractors;  and  if  there  shall  be  a  failure  to  furnish  any  of 
the  envelopes  within  a  reasonable  time  after  they  shall  have  been  ordered,  it  may  be 
regarded  by  the  Postmaster-General  as  a  sufficient  cause  for  the  annulment  of  this 
contract. 

6th.  That  if  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  this  contract  the  sureties,  or 
either  of  them,  shall  die  or  become  irresponsible,  the  Postmaster-General  shall  have 
the  right  to  require  additional  and  sufficient  sureties,  which  the  contractors  shidl 
furnish  to  the  acceptance  of  the  Postmaster-General  within  ten  days  after  notice,  and 
in  default  thereof  the  contract  may  be  annulled. 

6th.  That  in  case  the  said  contractors  shall  fail  to  do  or  to  perform  all  or  any  of  the 
covenants,  stipulations,  and  agreements  of  this  contract  on  the  part  of-aaid  contract- 
ors to  be  performed  as  herein  set  forth,  the  said  contractors  and  their  sureties  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  of  America  the  sum  of  twenty  thonsand  dollars, 
for  which  full  and  absolute  sum  the  said  contractors  and  their  sureties  shall  be  jointly 
and  severally  liable,  as  fixed,  settled,  and  liquidated  damages,  and  not  aa  a  penalty, 
to  be  sued  for  in  the  name  of  the  United  States. 

7th.  That,  in  addition  to  the  forfeitare  covenanted  and  agreed  to  in  the  foregoing 

Paragraph,  the  Postmaster-General  shall  have  the  right  to  annul  the  contract  if.  in 
is  opinion,  there  shall  be  a  failure  at  any  time  to  perform  faithfully  any  of  iti 
stipulations,  or  in  case  of  any  imposition,  or  attempt  at  imposition,  upon  the  D^kart* 
ment  of  envelopes  inferior  to  uiose  required  by  the  contract.  The  right  is  also 
reserved  by  the  Postmaster-General  to  withhold  payments  if  it  shall  appear  to  Us 
satisfaction  that  the  contract  has  not  been  complied  with  in  any  pftrtimuar. 
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dead-letter  envelopes  during  the  year  Leginnins  July  Ist,  1897^  is  worth  the  snm  of 
forty  thousand  doUars  over  and  ahove  all  his  debts  and  liabilities  and  incumbranoei 
whatever. 

F.  P.  Furlong, 
Poatmaster  at  Hartford,  Com, 

Statr  of  Connecticut,  County  of  Hartford,  m  ; 

Robert  W.  Dm,  one  of  the  sureties  in  the  foregoing  contract  of  the  Plimpton 
Manufacturing  Company  and  Morgan  Envelope  Company,  being  by  me  duly  swon, 
upon  oath  says  that  he  is  a  resident  and  freeholder  of  the  State  of  Massachiuetts, 
and  that  he  is  worth  the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  over  and  above  all  his  debti 
and  liabilities  and  exclusive  of  property  exempt  from  execution. 

R,  W.  Day. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  25th  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-seven,  and  by  me  approved. 

N.  Shipman,  U.  8,  Circuit  Judge. 

I  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  Robert  W.  Day,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  one  of  the  sureties  in  the  foregoing  contract  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Plimpton  Manufacturing  Company  and  Morgan  Envelope  Com* 

{lany,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  for  furuishing|  registered-package,  tag,  oflScial,  anddeui- 
etter  envelopes  during  the  year  beginning  July  Ist,  1897,  is  worth  the  snm  of  forty 
thousand  dollars  over  and  above  all  his  debts  and  liabilities  and  incnmbnuioei 
whatever. 

J.  H.  Clune, 
Posttnaster  at  Springfield,  Mau, 


No.  21. — Contract  for  fw'nishing  envelopes  to  the  several  Executive  Departments  iuriMf 
the  year  beginning  July  1,  1897,  as  authorized  by  the  ninety-sixth  section  ofUuaets} 
Congress  approved  Januaty  It,  1895. 

• 

This  contract,  entered  into  this  25th  day  of  June,  1897,  between  the  United  Ststei 
of  America,  acting  by  James  A.  Gary,  Postmaster-General,  of  the  first  part,  and 
Logan,  Swift  &  Brigham  Envelope  Company,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  by  D.  Wheeler 
Swift,  president,  principal,  and  D.  Wneeler  Swift  and  James  Logan,  sareties,  of  the 
second  part,  witnesseth : 

First.  That  the  said  Logan,  Swift  &  Brigham  Envelope  Company  contract  to 
furnish  and  promptly  deliver  all  envelopes  of  the  following  description  thatmsybe 
called  for  by  the  several  Executive  Departments  and  independent  Government 
ofiQces  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  by  army  officers  stationed  at  varions  {mints  in 
the  United  States,  to  be  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  during  the  year  begin* 
ning  July  1^  1897,  of  the  tensile  strength,  weight  of  paper,  and  at  the  prices  indi- 
cate, and  m  all  respects  fully  up  to  the  samples  of  paper  or  envelopes  submitted 
by  the  said  Logan,  Swift  &  Brignam  Envelope  Company  with  their  proposal  opened 
at  the  Post-Office  Department  on  the  6th  day  of  May,  1897,  under  the  advertisement 
and  specifications  of  April  5, 1897,  and  according  to  the  requirements  thereof,  a  oopj 
of  which  |)roposal,  advertisement,  and  specifications  is  hereto  attached  and  made  a 
part  of  this  contract: 


Item 

No.  of 

sohed- 

nle. 

Tensile 
strength 
in  pointfl 
of  Morri- 
son tester. 

Weight  of 
paper  per 

ream  or  500 

sheets,  22^  by 

30  inches. 

1 

60 

50ponnds... 

2 

50 

do 

3 

60 

do 

4 

60 

do 

5 

60 

do 

6 

60 

do 

7 

60 

do 

ft 

60 

do 

Descriptioii. 


Whits. 


10}  by  4}  inches,  plain  . .. 

printed. 

9}  by  4}  inches,  plain 

printed  .. 
8|  by  8|  inches,  plain 

printed  .. 
8f  by  3f  inches,  plain 

printed  .. 
6}  by  8|  inches,  plain 

printed  . . 
6  by  8|  inches,  plain 


printed  . 

^bJ^  inches,  plain . . . 

priuted 

4|  by  2|  inches,  plain. . . 


Price  per 
UKnisand. 


fl.28 
1.35 
1.07 
1.14 

.98 
LOS 

.98 
1.00 

.e8 

.73 
.64 
*«0 
.55 
.67 
.50 
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In  witness  whereof  the  said  Postmaster-General  has  oansed  the  seal  of  the  Posl- 
OfiBce  Department  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  aod  has 
attested  the  same  by  his  signature,  and  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  hsTe 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals — ^the  said  corporations  affixing  their  oorpoiste 
seals— on  and  as  of  the  day  hereinbefore  written. 
[Seal  of  P.  O.  Dept.] 

Jas.  a.  Gaby, 
PoBtmatUr-  Gmcrsl. 
Attest: 

John  A.  Mermtt, 

Third  Jest  Po$tmaater-General, 

LooAN,  Swift  &  Brigham  Ekvslops  Co.,  [skal] 
By  Jamks  Looan,  Treaa. 

D.  Whekler  Swift.  [skaL] 

James  Looan.  [seal.] 

State  of  Massachusetts,  County  of  Worcester,  «t: 

D.Wheeler  Swift,  one  of  the  sureties  in  the  foregoing  contract,  affirms  that  he  ii 
a  resident  and  freeholder  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  that  he  is  worth  the 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  all  his  debts  and  liabilitieB,  and 
exclusive  of  property  exempt  from  execution. 

D.  Wheklbr  Swirr. 

Subscribed  and  affirmed  to  before  me  this  18th  day  of  June,  1897. 

[seal.]  Louis  H.  Buckley, 

Notary  Fwhlie, 
Approved. 

Ja8.  W.  Hust, 
AsttP.M.,  Woreeeter,  Matt, 

State  of  Massachusetts,  County  of  Worcester,  M.- 
James Logan,  one  of  the  sureties  in  the  foregoing  contract,  being  by  me  dily 
sworn,  upon  oath  says,  that  he  is  a  resident  and  freeholder  of  the  State  of  Hasn- 
chusetts.  and  that  he  is  worth  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  over  and  above  ill 
his  llabilites,  and  exclusive  of  property  exempt  from  execution. 

James  Logah. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  June,  1897. 

[SEAL.]  Louis  H.  Buoklby, 

Notary  Pu^k, 
Approved. 

Jas.  W.  Hunt, 
Jest.  P.  if.,  Woroeeter,  JfsM. 

Copy  of  record  auihoriging  signature  of  this  contract. 

LoQAN,  Swift  &  Brigham  Envelope  Company, 

Worcester,  Maes.,  June  15, 1S97. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Logan,  Swift  &  Brigham  Envelope 
Company,  corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  ta^ 
located  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  held  this  day  at  the  office  of  the  corporation,  75  Qioy* 
street,  a  majority  of  the  directors  being  present,  Henry  D.  Swift,  vice-president,  is 
the  chair,  it  was  unanimously  voted : 

That  the  president,  D.  Wheeler  Swift,  or  the  treasurer,  James  Logan,  be,  and  tf* 
herebv,  authorized  and  instructed  to  sign,  in  behalf  of  the  corporation,  a  contract  (^ 
furnishing  envelopes  to  the  several  Executive  Departments  during  the  year  beginoioj 
July  Ist,  1897,  in  accordance  with  the  proposal  of  the  said  Logan,  Swift  &  Bnghs^ 
Envelope  Co.,  dated  May  3rd,  1897,  it  being  the  intent  of  this  vote  that  the  signatoi* 
of  the  said  D.  Wheeler  Swift  and  the  said  James  Logan  are  not  jointly  required  to 
the  execution  of  this  contract. 

A  true  copy  of  record. 

[SEAL  OV  COMPANY.]  LOUIS  H.  BUCKLEY, 

Clerk  of  Logan,  Sw\ft  f  Brighan^  £nv,  Co.,  {a  eorporaUmt)' 
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Capff  of  record  authorizing  $ignaiure  of  this  proposal, 

Logan,  Swift  &  Briohah  Entklope  Compakt, 

Woronter,  Maw,,  May  S,  18S7. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Logan,  Swift  &,  Brigham  Envelope 
Company,  corporation  organized  nnder  the  laws  of  the  State  of  MaBsachnsetts,  and 
located  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  held  this  day  at  the  office  of  the  corporation,  No.  75 
Grove  st.,  all  the  directors  heing  present,  D.  Wheeler  Swift,  president,  in  the  diair, 
it  was  nnanimouslv  voted  that  the  president,  D.  Wheeler  Swift,  ia  hereby  author- 
ized and  instructea  to  sign  in  behalf  of  the  corporation  a  proposal  for  supplying  the 
Government  with  envelopes  as  per  advertisement  of  the  Post-Office  Department, 
dated  Washington,  D.  C,  April  5th,  1897,  entitled  ''Proposal  for  furnishing  envel- 
opes for  the  several  Executive  Departments  in  Washington  dnrinfi^  the  year  endiai^ 
June  30, 1898,''  and  signed  by  James  A.  Gary,  Postmaster- General.   (Seal  of  company.) 

A  true  copy  of  record. 

James  Logav, 
Clerk  of  Logan,  Swift  ^  Brigham  Envelope  Co.,  (a  corporation,) 

GUARANTY. 

We,  James  Logan  and  D.  Wheeler  Swift,  both  of  Worcester,  and  county  of  Worees- 
ter,  in  the  State  of  Mass.,  for  value  received,  guarantee  and  bind  onreelves  and 
each  of  us,  our  and  each  of  our  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  in  the  event 
that  a  contract  for  furnishing  envelopes  for  the  several  Departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment at  Washington,  according  to  the  advertisement  and  specifioAtiona  of  April  5, 
1897,  shall  be  awarded  to  Logan,  Swift  &.  Brigham  Envelope  Co.,  that  the  said  I^gsn, 
Swift  &  Brigham  Envelope  Co.  will,  within  the  time  limited  by  the  specifications, 
enter  into  and  duly  execute,  as  required  by  the  said  specifications,  a  contract  accord- 
ingly, and  this  guaranty  is  based  upon  and  governed  by  the  said  apecifications  as  to 
its  scope  and  extent ;  and  in  case  of  failure  of  the  said  Lo ji:an,  Swift  &  Brigham 
Envelope  Co.  to  enter  into  contract  as  above,  that  we  will  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
United  States  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  for  which  sum  we  will  be  jointly  and 
severally  liable  as  fixed  and  settled  damages,  and  not  ae  a  penalty  to  be  redaced  or 
diminished. 

Dated  at  Worcester,  Mass.,  May  3,  1897. 

Jambs  Logan. 

D.  Whbelbr  Swift. 

CBRTIFICATE. 

(To  bo  signed  by  a  Unitod  States  circnit  or  district  Jadge,  or  the  clerk  of  a  court  of  neord  tin 
nearest  the  place  where  the  bidder  resides,  or  by  the  postmaster  there.) 

The  undersigned,  asnt.  clerk  of  the  court  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  certifies,  nnder  his  oath  of  office,  that  he  ia  acquainted  with  the 
above  guarantors  and  knows  thein  to  be  men  of  property,  and  able  to  mahe  good 
their  guaranty. 

Dated  at  Worcester,  May  3rd,  1897. 

Wh.  T.  Harlow,  Aset.  Clerk, 


PropoeaU  for  furnishing  envelopei  for  the  several  Executitfe  Departmente  in  WdeUngttn 

during  the  year  ending  June  SO,  1898, 

adybrtisement. 

Post-Ofpicb  Department, 

Washington,  D,  C,  April  5, 1897, 

By  the  96th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  January  12,  1895,  it  is  made 
the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  contract  for  all  envelopes,  both  plain  and 
printed,  to  be  used  "  by  his  own  or  other  Departments.'' 

Under  this  authority  proposals  are  hereby  invited  and  will  be  received  at  thii 
Department  until  2  p.  m.  on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  May,  1897,  for  famiahinff  sack 
envelopes  as  the  several  Executive  Departments  in  Washington  may  require  during 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1898. 

Proposals  must  be  made  on  the  blank  forms  provided  by  the  Department,  aecnrelf 
enveloped  and  sealed,  indorsed  "  Proposals  for  furnishing  envelopes  for  the  several 
Executive  Departments, ''  and  addressed  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General, 
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oontract  price  that  may  seem  to  him  jnst  and  reasonable,  nnder  all  the  circnmBtanoes, 
which  shall  be  a  complete  discharge  of  all  liability  on  the  part  of  the  GoTemment 
for  Buch  enyelopes. 

COHTBAOIOB'S  SUBBTmB. 

The  contractor  will  be  required  to  have  at  least  two  reBponsible  sureties,  who  shall 
be  parties  to  the  contract,  in  which  it  shall  be  coyenanted  and  agreed  that  in  case 
the  said  contractor  shall  fail  to  do  or  perform  all  or  any  of  the  stipulations  of  said 
contract  on  the  part  of  said  contractor  to  be  performed,  as  therein  set  forth,  the  said 
contractor  and  hiB  sureties  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  United  States  of  America  such 
amount  as  the  Postmaster-General  may  fix  in  the  contract,  not  to  exceed  $25,000,  for 
which  said  forfeiture  the  said  contractor  and  his  sureties  shall  be  jointly  and  sever- 
ely liable.  Such  sureties  shall  justify  their  responsibility  by  affidavit  showing  that 
they  severally  own  and  possees  property  of  the  clear  value  in  the  aggregate  of  double 
the  amount  of  the  above-mentioned  forfeiture,  over  and  above  aUdebts  and  liablli- 
tiee  and  all  property  by  law  exempt  from  execution — to  be  sworn  to  before  a  clerk 
of  a  court  of  record  or  other  officer  authorized  to  administer  oaths,  and  to  be  approved 
by  a  United  States  Judge,  district  attorney,  or  postmaster  in  the  district  or  place 
where  the  sureties  reside  or  do  business. 

If  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of  the  contract  the  sureties,  or  either  of 
them,  shall  die,  or  become  irresponsible,  the  Postmaster-General  shall  have  the  right 
to  require  additional  and  sufficient  sureties,  which  the  contractor  shall  famish  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  Postmaster-General  within  ten  days  after  notice;  and  in  default 
thereof,  the  contract  may  be  annulled. 

PATKXKTS. 

Payments  for  envelopes  actually  delivered  will  be  made  monthly  by  the  Depart- 
ments orderinff  them,  aft«r  proper  examination  and  verification  of  accounts,  which 
accounts  shall  be  rendered  upon  forms  to  be  ftimished  by  these  Departments 
respectively. 

Payments  may  be  withheld  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Postmaster^ 
General  that  the  contract  has  not  been  complied  with  in  any  particular. 

BXSKBVATIOHB. 

The  Postmaster- General  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  and  all  bids,  to  waive  tech- 
nical defects,  and  to  accept  any  part  of  any  bid  and  reject  the  other  part  if  in  his 
judgment  the  interests  of  the  Government  shall  require  it ;  also  the  right  to  annul 
the  contract  if  in  his  opinion  there  shall  be  a  failure  at  any  time  to  perform  faithfully 
my  of  its  stimulations,  or  in  case  of  a  willful  attempt  to  impose  upon  the  Govern- 
ment articles  inferior  to  those  required  by  the  contract.  And  any  action  taken  by 
the  Postmaster-General  in  pursuance  of  this  latter  stipulation  shall  not  affect  or 
impair  any  right  or  claim  of  the  United  States  to  damages  for  the  breach  of  any  of 
the  covenants  of  the  contract  by  the  contractor. 

BLANK  VOBMB— ADDBBfiSBB  OF  FBOPOBALB. 

Blank  forms  for  bids  will  be  furnished  on  application  to  the  Third  Assistant  Post- 
DiBBter-General,  Washington,  D.  C. 

All  proposals  must  be  made  upon  these  blank  forms,  securely  enveloped  and  sealed, 
marked  on  the  envelope  ''Proposals  for  famishing  envelopes  for  the  several  Execu- 
tive Departments,"  and  addressed  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  Wash- 
in^bon,  D.  C. 

PropioBals  must  not  be  sent  in  the  same  package  with  the  samples  of  paper  to  be 
submitted  by  bidders,  as  hereinbefore  required. 

Jab.  a.  Gary, 

Fo9tma9ter- General. 
Post-Officb  Department, 

Washington,  D,  C,  April  6, 1897. 
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BEPOBT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


LUi  of^tgemdes  and  nrnfff-fordB,  with  the  ftvmaled  ifuamHHa  of  ettx^ivffM  tm  ki  ffvfwni 

(y  ihtm  during  ike  year. 


Agency. 


White,   j  White,  i  WUli, 
penaltT.     penaltr, '  peuhj, 

mchcs. 


Angiuta,  Ife 

nnffalo.  N.Y 

Chicago.  lU 

GolomDas,  Ohio 

Dm  ICoines.  Iowa. . 

Detroit,  Mich 

Indianapolis.  Ind . . . 
KnoxviUe,  Tenn — 

LouisTille,  Ky 

MUiraakee.Wia.... 
New  York  City..... 
Philadelphia.  Pa... 

Pitteborg.  Pa 

San  Franciaco,  Cal. 

Topeka.  Kans 

Washington,  D.C.. 


130,000 
50.000 
90.000 
SOO.OOO 
200.000 
280,000 
400,000 
200.000 
100,000 
260,000 
^0.000 
325.000 
100,000 
OS,  000 
400.000 


4.000 


5.000 


10,000 


10.  «0 


5.000 


18,  MO 

at,  ON 


5,000 


273,000 


10.  CM 


If,  HI 


Con- 
tract 
item 
No. 


1 

2 

8 

5 

0 

15 

10 

32 

55 

69 

07 

•6 

101 

120 

128 


Description  of  envelopea. 


White,10|by4i.... 

White,  9|  by4| 

White.  81  by  81 

White,  Ol  bySf 

Cream-liJd,  101  by  4| 
Cieamlaid.ObySi... 
Cream-laid,  5i  by  3^. 


>y**. 


Pure  Iriah  linen.  cream,5|  by  4| 
Cloth-lined,  white,  lOZ  by  4| 
Cloth-lined,  white^  10  b     ~ 

Manila.  15  by  10 

Manila,  12  by  8 

Manila,  m  by  •! 

Manila,  5|  by  3| , 

ManiU,4|by2| 


Total 


•A 


I 


0 


a 

I. 

9 

t 


10.000 
5.000 

10,000 
5,000 
5,000 

10,000 

10,000 
1,000 


SfA 

•o 


1.000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 


15,000 
15.000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
5,000 
1,000 


600 
1,500 
1,000 
1,000 


1,000 
5,000 
5,000 
1,000 
1,000 


ti 

■ 


& 

^ 


1,000 
1,000 


55,000 
14,000 
45,000 
50,000 
39,000 
33,000 
35,000 
20,000 
6,500 
8,000 
15,000 
12,500 
32,000 
20,000 
15,000 


h 

PS 


15,0001 

15,000, 

17,000 

5.000; 


5,000] 


1,000 
1,000 


1,000 


20,000 
15,000 
30,000 

5,000 
38.000 
35,000 
20,000 
10,000 

2,000 


u 
o 

h 


.0 


5,000 

5,000 

10,000 

10,000 

85,000 


25,000{ 
20,0001 
20,U00 
10.000! 

ii.oooi 

f 


TMd. 


10,000 
5,000 


1,000 


10,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
10.000 
10,000 
20,000 
2,000 


2,000 
500 

500 

5,000 

20,000 


150,  on 
100.  coo 

147,000 
100,000 
112. 00c 

08.000 
100. 000 

40,000 

t,soo 

11,  SCO 
25,000 
21,000 
80.000 

SO.  000 

50,000 


60, 000  00, 000|l5, 000  400, 000  W,  000  240. 000|l05, 000 125,  OOOJl,  0G6,  OOO 


NoTB.— It  ia  SDppoaed  that  when  an  order  is  given  for  envelopes  for  any  one  of  tbeee  penaion  ageadM 
or  navy-vardff  it  will  comprehend  all  that  are  to  be  sent  to  it  aaring  the  yew.  ISlQ  poaitiTO  ssanniti* 
of  this,  nowever,  con  be  given. 
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o,  22. — Schedule  of  envelopes  to  be  furnUhed  the  several  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Govemmemif  ai  JFashington,  D.  C,  during  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1897 ^  under  con- 
tracts made  by  the  Postmaster- General,  in  aoeordance  with  section  96  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  January  12, 1895, 


Estimat«d 

number 

required. 


2.000,000 


4.000.000 

16.000,000 

1, 000, 000 

200,000 

3,000,000 

900,000 

8.000 


100.000 

26,000 
45,000 

200,000 

30,000 

12,000 

400,000 

130,000 

16,000 


150,000 
25,000 
80,000 
65.000 


1,000 


1,000 


1,000 


Contractor. 


Logan,  Swift  &. 
Hrigham  Envelope 
Co.,  of  Woiceater, 
Masa. 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Springfleld  Envel- 
ope Co.,  of  Spring- 
field, Maaa. 

....do 

Logan.  Swift  8l 
Brigfaam  Envelope 
Co.,  Sit  Worcester, 
Mass. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 


Logan,  Swift  &, 
Brigbam  Envelope 
Co.,  of  Worcester, 
Mass. 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Eaaton  &,  Rnpp,  of 
Waahington.D.C. 


.do 


B.  Carter  Ballan- 
tjne,  of  Washing- 
ton. D.  C. 

Easlon  &  Bapp,  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

B.  Carter  Ballan- 
tyne,  of  Washing- 
ton. D.C. 

Easton  &  Bnpp,  of 
Washington,I>.C. 

B.  Carter*  Ballan- 
tyne^ot  Washing- 
ton, I).  C. 


Description    of   envelopes.    (Weight 
atatM,  except  "Miscellaneons,'^  Is 
»er  ream  of  paper  of  500  sheets,  22^ 
»7  30  inches.) 


K" 


WhiJU, 
10|  by  4|  inches,  50  poands 

^I^^i^ches,  60  pounds 

8|  by  31  inches,  50  pounds 

8iby  3}  inches,  50  poqmls 

6|  by  8|  inches,  50  pounds 

6by3|  inches,  50  poundn 

5^  by  3^  inches,  50  pounds 

4|  by  2|  inches,  60  pounds 

Oream  laid. 

1^  by  4|  inches,  highly  calendered, 
Ko.  1  quidity,  60  pounds. 

10|  by  4%  inches,  same  as  above,  70 

pounds. 
9|  by  4^  inches,  same  as  above,  60 

pounds. 

8|  by  8|  inches,  same  as  above,  60 

pounds. 
8|  by  3f  inches,  same  as  above,  60 

pounds. 
6}  by  3|  inches,  same  as  above,  60 

pounds. 

6  oy  3|  inches,    same   as  above,  50 
pounus. 

5^  by  3|  inches,  same  as   above,  50 
pounds. 

Azure  blvs. 

ll^by  5  inches,  50  pounds 

9|by  4^  inches,  50  pounds 

Hf(  by  3}  iuches,  50  poun«1s 

6^  by  3f  inches,  50  pounds 

&}  hy  3}  inches,  50  pounds 

Miteellaneous. 

7  by  4§  inches,  Hurd's  satin  wovo,No. 

51-9,    60   pounds, 

white. 
Crane's  cxtrasiiperfine, 

51-0,    60   pounds, 

white, 
imperial  Irish  linen, 

1520-23    (R.    &  P.), 

cream. 
7 by 3} inches, Hurd's  Irish  linen, 

white  or  cream, 
pure  Irish  linen,  520-3, 

white. 

6^  by  4  inches,  Crane's  parchment  vel- 
lum, 70  pounds, 
cream, 
parchment  vellnm, 
254-1  B  (EL  Sc  P.), 
cream. 


Co 


52 

faces 

a  o 

•  £ 
H 


2 
I 

o 

I 


50 


60 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
60 


40 
63 

63 
63 
53 
43 
43 


40 


40 
40 
40 
40 


Price  per 
thousand. 


i 


$L36 


1.14 

1.05 

1. 00 

.73 

.60 

.60 


43  :    2. 13 


2.00 
L42 

1.25 

1.26 

1.23 

.60 

.63 

1.05 


1.24 

L20 

.76 

.64 


a 

5 


$L28 


1.07 
.08 
.03 
.68 
.04 
.55 
.67 


L83 

2.10 
L36 

1.18 

1.16 

1.03 

.64 

.68 

L80 


1.17 

1.10 

.71 

.69 


5.40 

7.80 

4.56 

4.50 
4.00 

7.60 

3.06 


p  M  a  97. 


49 
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No.  22. — Schedule  of  envelopes  to  he  furnished  the  several  Executive  Departments  0/  Qm 
Oovemment,  at  Washingtouy  D,  C,  during  the  year  beginning  July  1, 1897,  tm^erMi- 
tracts  made  by  the  Postmaster-General,  etc, — Continaed. 


25 


20 


27 


28 


Eatiinated 

nnrober 

required. 


8,600 


5,000 


18,500 


87,000 


Contractor. 


Easton  &  Rnpp,  of 
Washington,  D.G. 


do 


S.  Carter  Bnllan* 
tyne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Easton  &,  Rupp,  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

R.  Carter  Ballan- 
tyne.  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

do 


Easton  &  Rupp,  of 
Washington,I>.C. 


.do 
.do 
.do 
.do 

.do 
.do 


R.  Carter  Ballan- 
tyne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

....do 


do 


.do 


Easton  Sr  Rupp,  of 
Washington,  I).  C. 


.do 


Description  of  envelopes.  (Weight 
stated,  except  "Miacellaneons,"  is 
ner  ream  of  paper  of  500  sheets,  22^ 
oy  30  inches.) 


.do 


.do 


R.  Carter  Bnllan- 
tyne,  of  Wash  i  ng- 
ton,  D.  C. 


IfuceKan^oiM— Continued. 

Oi  by  4^  inches,  Crane's  kid  finish,  60 

poonds  (N.  S.  (^  OX" 
11).  white  or  cream. 

Hard's  royal  yellam, 
60  pounds  (N.  8. 6}  or 
11),  white  or  cream. 

▼elvet  finish,  758  (R.  ft 
P.),  white  or  cream. 

6^  by  8i  Inches,  Crane's  bond   (S.S. 

(4),  No.  29,  white. 
Crane's  bond,  6|,  white . 


bond,  810-6^  (R.&  P.), 
white. 
6  by  3^  inches,  Cnme's  parchment  vel- 
lum  (N.    S.    6),    70 
pounds,  cream. 
Crane's  parchment  vel- 
lum   (N.    S.    6),    60 
pounds,  cream. 
Crane's  parchment  vel- 
lum   (N.   S.   ^),    70 
pounds,  cream. 
Crane's  parchment  vel- 
lum  (N.   S.   6^),    50 
pounds,  cream, 
whiting's    Westmins- 
ter   vellum,    Cfi,    70 
pounds,     cream     or 
asure. 
Harcus  Ward  Sc  Co.'a 
roval    Irish     linen, 
211-7,  cream. 
Maroua  Ward  &,  Co.'s 
royal     Irish     linen, 
213-7,  cream. 
Marcus  Ward  &  Co.'s 
royal   Irish   vellum, 
151-7,  axure. 
Marcus  Ward  Sc  Co.'s 
royal     Irish     linen, 
221-7,  cream, 
parchment     vellum, 
2560-«,  XXX  (R.  &. 
P.),  cream, 
parchment    vellum, 
2540-«,XX(R.&P.), 
cream. 
6  by  3|  inches.  Whiting's    standard 

linen,  6i,  54  pounds, 
white. 
Crane's  distaff  linen 
(N.  S.  6),  54  pounds, 
cream. 
Crane's  distaff  linen 
(N.&6i),  54  pounds, 
cream, 
perfection  linen,  6- 
XX,  cream  laid, 
cream. 
Marcus  Ward  Sc  Co.'s 
royal   Iriah  linen, 
213-7    and  214-7, 
cream. 


Hi 

a  S  5 

11  g 

S  0  o 
H 


Primpff 
thouaod. 


■ 

I 
I 

P4 


g 


IL5I 
185 
III 

in 

IK 

471 

if! 

i« 

i.% 

ill 
l» 

m 

3.0 


8.11 


4.11 


4.B 


4.88 


1.40 


8.24 
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^o.  22. — Sekedule  of  envelopes  to  he  furnished  the  several  Executive  Departments  of  the 
Govemmentf  at  WashingtoUy  D.  C.j  during  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1897,  under  con- 
tracts made  by  the  Postmasler-General,  etc. — Continued. 


«* 

Xstiroated 

number 

required. 

Contractor. 

Description   of   envelopes.    (Weight 
stated,  except  "MiNcollaueons,*    is 
per  roam  of  paper  of  500  sheets,  22| 
by  30  inches.) 

Tensile  strength.    (Fig- 
ures  indicate    points 
of  Morrison  tester.) 

Price  per 
thousand. 

Item   No.  of   oon 
schedule. 

• 

1 

c 

•r 

fl 

28 

37,000 
13,000 

8,000 
5,000 

75,000 
20,000 

B.    Carter  Ballan- 
tyne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

do 

lfMeeUan«oiM— Continued. 

6  by  3|  inches,  Marcus  Ward  &  Co.'s 

royal   Irish  linen, 
211-7   and    212-7, 
crejun. 
pure  Irish  linen, 
520-6    (B.  &    P.), 
cream. 
6  by  84  inches,  Crane's  bond  (N.  a  6), 

No.  21,  white. 
Crane's  bond  (N.S.6|), 

No.  21.  white. 
Crane's  bond  (N.  S.  6), 
No.  22   (B.  &  P.), 
white. 
Monarch  bond.  Mar- 
cus Ward  Sl  Co.'s, 
7  white. 
5}  by  4|  inches.  Whiting's  Westminster 
vellum  (N.  S.  51),  50 
pounds,  cream. 
Crane's  parchment  vel- 
lum   (N.    S.    5|),    50 
pounds,  cream, 
parchment      vellum, 
254-B,No.0(R.&P.), 
cream. 
^A  by  3  A  inches.  Whiting's    standard 

linen,  oi,  54  pounds, 
and  No.  4125,  Lake- 
wood,  cream. 
Whiting's    standard 
linen.     No.     4125, 
Lakewood,  white. 
Whiting's    woven 
linen,     Lakewood, 
white  or  azure. 
Whiting's  consulate 
linen,     Lakewood, 
white  or  azure. 
Hnrd's       imperial 
ledger,  60  pounds, 
Gladstone,  cream. 
Marcus  Ward  «Sc  Co.'s 
royal  Irish   linen, 
201   and   211,   Vic- 
toria,    oream     or 
azure, 
bond,  312-6  (B.  &  P.), 
white. 
5^ by  4i  inches,  Hurd's  Irish  linen  (N. 
S.5i),  cream. 
Crane's  distaff  linen 
(N.  S.  5f ),  54  pounds, 
cream, 
pure  Irish  linen,  5206 
(B.&P.),cream. 

54  by  34  inches.  Crane's  dist«ff  linen 

(N.  S.  5),  54  pounds, 

cream. 
Whiting's    standard 

linen,  5,  54  i>ounds, 

white. 
Marcus  Ward  Sl  Co.'s 

royal     Irish     linen, 

211-6,  cream, 
pure  Irish  linen,  520-5 

(B.  &  P.),  cream. 

$3.98 

3.20 

20 

Easton  &  Bupp,ef 

Washington,  D.  C. 

do 

4.68 

5.40 

B.  Carter     Ballnn- 
tyne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

do 

6.20 

. 

2.70 

30 

Easton  &  Rupp.of 
Washington,  D.C. 

do 

5.70 

5.20 

ai 

B.  Carter    Ballan- 
tvne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

Easton  &.  Bupp,  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

do 

3.60 
4.36 

4.84 

do 

4.64 

do 

4.66 

do 

8.20 

B.    Carter    Ballan- 
tyne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

do 

3.98 

2.45 

32 

Easton  St  Bupp,  of 
Washington,  D.C. 
.....do 

4.40 

6.00 

B.    Carter    Ballan- 
tynOjOf  Waahing- 
ton,  D.  C. 

Easton  &  Bupp.  of 
Washington,  D.C. 

do - 

3.82 

33 

4.22 

4.36 

B.    Carter    Ballan- 
tyne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.C. 
..  do 

3.24 

3.00 
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^o.  22 — Sokedule  of  envelopes  to  he  furnished  the  several  Executive  Deparimenu  of  (he 
Qovernmeni,  at  WashingUm,  D.  C,  during  the  year  beginning  July  1, 1897,  under  m- 
traota  made  by  the  Postnuister-General,  etc, — Continued. 


1 

Satimated 

number 

required. 

Contractor. 

Deaoription   of    envelopea.    (Weight 
atated,  except  **Miscell»neoii8,"   ia 
per  ream  of  paper  of  500  aheeta,  22| 
by  30  inohea.) 

H 

Price  per 

ihOOiODl 

Item   No.   of    ooni 
acbedole. 

1 

• 

B 

P4 

34 

30,000 
8,000 

■ 

3,000 
11,000 
18,000 

54,000 
20,000 

IS,  000 
280,000 

B.   Carter    Ballan- 
tyne,  of  Waahing- 
ton,D.C. 

Eaaton  &  Ropp,  of 
Waahington,  1).  0. 

do 

JfiaeeOatMoiif— Continued. 

5|by8iiiichea,  Marooa  Ward  &  Co.'a 
pure  flax  linen,  4 11-0, 
cream. 
Hurd'a  Iriah  linen  (N. 
8.    6),     54     pounda, 
cream. 
Hurd'a  Cambridge  linen 
(N.  8.  5),  54  pounda, 
cream, 
perfection  linen,  cream 
laid. 
5|by  8|inehea,  Crane^a  parchment  vel- 
lum, cream, 
parchment     yellum, 
254-6.  XX  (R.  Sl  P.), 
cream. 
6|by3^inohea,Marcua  Ward  Sc  Co.*a 
royal  Iriah   Tellnm, 
121-6,  white. 
5|by4iinchea,Cnine'8  diataif  linen 
(N.8.51),  64  pounda, 
cream. 
5|  by  8§  inohea,  Hnrd*a  royal  vellum,  70 
pounda,  white. 
Crane'a     doeakin,     70 
pounda  (royal),  white. 
Wliiting'a    atandard 
linen,    70     pounda 
(royal). 
5|  by  4i  inchea,  Hurd*a  atandard  (X. 

8.  5i)  70  pounda, 
cream. 
Hurd'a  aatin   wove 
(N.  8.51),  70  pounda, 
white. 
6|  by  4^  inohea,  Harcua  Ward  &  Co.*a 

royal  Iriah  vellum, 
151-18    and    121-13, 
cream  or  axure. 
Crane*a  parchment 
vellum,  50  pounda, 
cream. 
Crane'a  parchment 
vellum,  70  pounda, 
white. 
^h  ^7  ^  inchea,  parchment  vellum, 

254-5,  cream. 

parchment  vellum, 
256-5,  cream. 
54  by  4A  inchea,  WhiUng'a  conaulate 

linen   (N.   8.  4i), 
white  or  axure. 

Crane'a  dbtaff  linen, 
cream. 

Whiting'a  atandard 
linen  (N.  8.  4|),  54 
pounda,  cream. 

Wliiting'a  atandard 
linen  (N.  S.  4^),  70 
pounda,  cream. 

Hurd'a  Iriah  linen. 
No.  65,  white. 

our  new  linen,  cream. . 

(S-n 

i« 

ill 

do 

Lit 

86 

do 

174 

B.    Carter    Ballan- 
tyne.  of  Waahing- 
ton, D.C. 

do  .............. 

t«5 

30 

•••.••• 

iM 

87 

Eaaton  Sl  Bnpp,  of 
Waahington,  D.C. 

do     

&I0 

HA 

!.» 

do 

3.7S 

do 

&86 

89 

do 

3.14 

B.    Carter  Ballan- 
tyno,    of   Waah- 
ington, D.  C. 

3.71 

40 

" 

1% 

Saaton  &  Bupp,  of 
Waahington,  D.C. 

do 

3.74 

179 

41 

B.    Carter   Ballan- 
tyne,    of    Waah- 
iufiion,  D.  C. 

t» 

3.16 

42 

Eaaton  &  Bupp,  of 
Waahington,  D.C. 

do 

iN 

iS 

do 

iH 

do 

.  &« 

do 

ttt 

do 

LIB 

do 

perfection  linen, 
5-ZX,  orelm. 

LW 
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afo.22, — Schedule  of  envelopes  to  he  fuiiiished  the  several  Executive  Deparimen  Is  of  (he 
Govemmentf  at  WashingtoHy  D.  C,  during  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1897 f  under  con^ 
tracts  made  Ify  the  Postmaster-General f  etc. — Cootinned. 


■4» 

o 

Estimated 

number 

required. 

Contractor. 

Description  of   eoTelopes.     (Weight 
stated,  except  ''Misoellaneous,'    is 
per  roam  of  paper  of  500  sheets,  22^ 
by  80  inches.) 

Tensile  strength.    (Fig- 
ures  indicate  polnu 
of  Morrison  tester.) 

Price  per 
thousand. 

Item   Xo.    of  con 
schedule. 

1 

7 

42 

230,000 

6,000 

1,000 
05,000 

45,000 
1,000 

S.    Carter   Ballnn- 
tyne,    of    Wash- 
ington, B.  C. 

do 

JfifceUaneoiM— Con  tinned. 

^  ^7  ^^  inches,  Marcns  Ward  &  Co.'s 

royal  Irish  linen, 
211-13,   cream    or 
aznre. 
Marcos  Ward  &.  Co.'s 
pure  flax  linen, 
411-13,    oream  or 
azure. 
Marcus  Ward  Sc  Co.'s 
royal  Irish  linen, 
213-13,  or  210-18, 
cream, 
pure  Irish  linen,  520-5, 
cream. 
5| by 4|^ indhes,  Crane's  old  style, 

white. 
Crane's    old    style 

bond,  white. 
Bond     (R.    &     P.), 
800-6,  white. 

pnre     Irish     linen, 

110-5,  white, 
^i  ^y  ^  inches,  Oane's    superfin  e 

antique      laid,    50 

pounds,  oream. 
5|  by  4||^  inches,  11  nrd's    Egyptian 

linen,   16    pounds, 

cream. 
Hurd's    Egyptian 

linen,    12    pounds 

cream, 
pure  Irish  linen,  160-5 

(R.  6c  P.),  oream. 

4|  by  81  inches.  Whiting's  consulate 

linen    (N.    S.  3i), 
white  or  axure, 

Crane's  distaff  linen, 
cream. 

Whiting's    standard 
linen  (N.  S.  8^),  54 
pounds,  cream. 

perfection      linen, 
4-XX,  cream  laid. 

Marcus  Ward  &  Co.'s 
royal   Irish  linen, 
213-12,  cream. 

Marcus  Ward  Sc  Co.'s 
royal  Irish   linen, 
211-12,  cream. 

pure  Irish  linen,420-4 
(K.  &  P.),  cream. 

pure  Irish  linen,  520-4 
(R.  &  P.),  cream. 
4|  by  3}  inches.  Crane's  bond.  No.  25, 

cream. 

Crane's  bond,  No.  21, 
white. 

bond,312^(R.dtP.), 
whlta 

$8.98 

3.24 

do 

3.24 

do 

3.80 

4S 

Easton  Sc  Rnpp,  of 
Washington,  D.C. 
do 

4.70 

6.30 

R    Carter    Dalian- 
tjne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

do 

2.47 

2.47 

44 

Easton  &  Rnpp,  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

do 

2.06 

45 

2.20 

do 

2.00 

R.   Carter   Ballan- 
tvne,  ot  Washing- 
t(»n,  D.  C. 

Easton  &.  Hupp,  of 
Washington,  D.  C. 

do 

2.50 

46 

4.00 

3.00 

do 

4.20 

do 

1.40 

R    Carter    Ballan- 
tyne.  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

do 

2.80 

3.49 

■ 

do 

2.62 

do 

2.95 

47 

Easton  &.  Rupp,  of 
Wa8hington,I).C. 
.....do 

4.46 

8.96 

R.    Carter    Ballan- 
tyne.  of  Washing- 
ton, i>.C. 

4.18 
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a 
o 

«^ 

«M  S3 


I 


48 


19 


60 


64 


65 
66 
67 
68 


60 


70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 


78 


79 


Estimated 

number 

required. 


2,000 


2,000 


6,000 


61 

600 

62 

3,000 

63 

2,000 

64 

2,000 

56 

10,000 

56 

2,000 

67 

1.000 

68 

25,000 

50 

16,000 

60 

1,000 

61 

55,000 

62 

5,000 

63 

10,000 

10,000 


27,000 

1,000 

31,000 

10,000 


1,600 


75,000 
12,000 
10,000 
1.000 
160, 000 
19,000 
46,000 
60,000 


25,000 
105,000 


Contractor. 


Easton  &  Rapp,  of 
Washington,  D.C. 


.do 


B.  Carter  Bullan* 
tyne,  of  Waahing- 
ton,  D.  C. 

Ea8ton  &.  Rnpp,  of 
Washington,  D.C. 


.do 


R.  Carter  Ballan- 
tyne,  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 


B.  Carter  Ballan 
tyne,  of  Washing 
ton,  D.  C. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 


Springfield  Envel- 
ope Co.,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

The  White,  Corbin 
&  Co.,  of  Bock- 
viUe,  Conn. 

Springfield  Envel- 
ope Co.,  of  Spring- 
field, Masa. 

— do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

The  White,  Corbin 
&  Co.,  of  Book- 
ville,  Conn. 

Springfield  Envel- 
ope Co., of  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

....do 


Description  of  envelopes.  (Wdght 
stated,  except  "Mi8ce11aneoua,'^ia 
per  ream  of  paper  of  600  aheets,  23| 
by  30  inches.) 


if <«eeKan«ou«— Continued. 

4|  by  3^  inches,  Hurd's  Irish  linen,  54 

pounds.  Princess, 
cream. 

Hand's  Cambridffe 
linen,  64  pounds. 
Princess,  cream. 

pure  IriAh  linen,  620-4 
(B.  Sc  r.),  cream. 

8|  by  2|  inches,  Hurd's  Irish  linen,  64 

pounds  (N.  S.  O.), 
cream. 
Hard's  Cambridge 
linen,  64  pounds  (N. 
8.  O.),  cream, 
pure  Irish  linen,  520-1 
<B.  &  P.),  cream. 

Olothlined. 

16  by  10  inches  (to  be  made  of  60-poiand 
rope  manila). 

15}  by  10}  inches,  white,  open  end.... 
15}  by  9^  inches,  astire 

13  by  8^  inches,  azure 

11  by  0  inches,  white 

iOK  by  4{  inches,  white 

10}  by  6  inches,  white , 

lOlby  4|  inches,  azure 

10  Dy  5  inches,  azure 

10  by  4^  inches,  white 

91  by  6|  inches,  azure , 

9}  by  4  inches,  azure , 

0|  by  4|  inches,  azu re 

6|  by  8|  inches,  azure 

ManUa. 

16  by  10  inches   (rope  manila),  100 
pounds. 

16  by  12  inches.  100  pounds < 

15  by  11  inches,  100  pounds 

15  by  10  inches,  100  pounds 

15  by  9}  inches  (rope   manila),   100 
pounds. 

16  by  9  inches,  100  pounds 

14  by  10  inches,  100  pounds 

14  by  10  inchra,  80  pounds 

13}  by  8j(  inches,  80  pounds 

13}  by  6i  inches,  80  pounds 

13  by  11  inches,  80  pounds 

12|  by  10^  inches,  80  pounds 

12}  by  9  inches,  100  pounds 

12}  by  9  inches,  GO  pounds 


12}  by  6  inches,  square  lap,  80  pounds. 


12}  by  6}  inches,  GO  iiounds. 


Price  pv 
tboaaoi 


a 


a 
9i 


89  $42.34 


89 
89 
89 
89 
89 
89 
89 
89 
89 
89 
89 
89 
88 


180} 


36.62 
36.12 
27.90 
27.90 
1114 
18.90 
1119 
13.30 
11.30 
18.90 

9.22 
10.60 

6.85 


1130 

2.16 
L» 

ITS 

41.89 


i  35.63 

27.« 
U.» 
IS.  40 
ILO 
13.00 
IO.N 


10.50     iSO 


10.15 
(.41 


145 
145 
145 
130-145 


145 


145 
117 
117 
117 
117 
117 
146 
55-40 


7.70 
9.72 
7.25 
a48 


117 


64 


6.20 
6.76 
&50 
6.25 
5.30 
5.35 
6.19 
4.72 


4.45 


a.  01 


7.30 
7.7* 
C.50 
S.18 


6.58 


&.« 

5.75 

5.50 

h.% 

5.00 

4» 

4.89 

4.52 


1.20 
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P 

o 
o 


a 

2 


80 


81 
83 
83 


84 
8S 

88 
87 
88 
80 
00 
01 
02 
03 
94 
05 


06 
07 


08 

00 

100 


101 
102 


103 
104 
105 


100 


107 
108 
100 
UO 
111 


112 
118 


114 
115 


116 


117 
118 
110 
120 
121 


ISstimated 

namber 

required. 


12,000 


8,000 

3,000 
125,000 


1,000 

25,000 

350,000 

35,000 

100,000 

40,000 

60,000 

100,000 

8,000 

25,000 

105.000 

6,000 


75,000 
200,000 


860,000 

8,500,000 

4,000 


203.000 
103,000 


15,000 

210,000 

2,600 


1,000 


53,000 

200,000 

1.000 

125.000 

40,000 


950,000 
423.000 


60,000 
160,000 


75,000 


500,000 
1,300,000 

65,000 
176,000 

60,000 


Contractor. 


The  White,  Corhin 
&.  Co.,  of  Boclc- 
ville.  Conn. 

....do 

....do 

Springfield  Envel- 
opeCo.,  of  Sprin^- 
fleld,  Mass. 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...do 

The  White.  Corhin 
&  Co.,  of  Rock- 
ville,  Conn. 

do 

Springfteld  Envel- 
ope Co.,  of  Spring* 
field,  Mass. 

....do 

....do 

The  White,  Corbin 
&  Co.,  of  Kock- 
ville,  Conn. 

....do 

Springfield  Envel- 
ope Co.,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

....do 

-...do 

The  White,  Corbin 
&  Co^  of  Rock- 
▼ille,  Conn. 

Springflcld  Envel- 
ope Co.,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

— do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

The  White,  Corbin 
&  Co.,  of  Rock- 
▼ille,  Conn. 

....do 

Sprin(;flcld  Envel- 
ope Co.,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

do 

The  White,  Corbin 
&  Co.,  of  Rock- 
viUe,  Conn. 

Spriniirfield  Envel- 
ope Co.,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

....do 

...-do 

....do 

....do 

....do 


Description  of  envelopes.  (Weieht 
stated,  except  "Miscellaneous,'' is 
per  ream  of  paper  of  600  sheets,  22^ 
by  80  inohes.) 


Jfontta— Continued. 
12  by  10|  inches, 60  pounds  ... 


12  by  10  inches,  open  end,  60  ponnds. . . 

12  by  0|  inches,  60  ponnds 

12  by  0}  inches,  80  pounds 


12  by  0  inches,  open  end,  60  poonds. 

12  by  8  inches,  80  pounds 

12  bv  8  inches,  60  pounds 

oy  9i  inches,  80  ponnds 

8*  inches,  60  ponnds 

7*  inches,  80  pounds 

by  7  inohes,  80  ponnds 

inches,  80  pounds 

inches,  100  ponnds 

ij  V  inches,  60  pounds 

11  by  8  inches,  60  pounds 

11  by  7|  inches,  50  ponnds 


11  by  6  inches,  50  pounds 

10|  by  7|  inches,  open  end,  50  pounds. 


10^  by  7  inches,  60  ponnds. . 
10{  by  6|  inches.  40  pounds. 
]0{  by  5(  inches,  50  pounds. 


m 

4  si 

O  OS 

g  0  e 
H 


10^  by  64  inches,  50  pounds 

10|  by  4{  inches,  ungummed,  80  ponnds. 


104  by  8^  inches,  60  pounds 

lol  by  4}  inches,  40  pounds 

10  by  6|  inches,  open  end,  40  pounds. . . 


10  by  6  inches,  double  fold,  80  pounds. 

04  by  6^  inches,  100  pounds 

ojby  5|  inches,  50  ponnds 

0|  by  4^  inches.  80  pounds 

^  by  4}  inches,  ungummed,  60  poundu 
Of  by4|  inches,  40  ponnds 

05  by  4|  inches,  86  ponnds 

&|  by  3}  inches,  60  pounds 

aj  by  3{  inohes,  nngnmmed,  60  ponnds. 
8}  by  3|  inches,  28  pounds 

8|  by  8|  inches,  ungummed,  50  pounds . 

8|by8|  inches,  86  pounds 

Cfby  3}  inches,  28  pounds 

6  bv3j^  inches, 28  pounds 

H  "J  *t  inches,  open  end,  80  pounds. . . 
5|  by  4  inches,  open  end,  ungummed,  80 

pounds. 


81-41 


31-41 

31-41 

117 


64 
117 

64 
117 

64 
117 
117 
117 
145 

64 

64 
81-41 


31-41 
42 


64 

38 

81-41 


31-41 
117 


64 

38 

25-30 


117 


145 
42 

117 

64 

25-36 


23-26 
64 


64 
16-20 


42 


25 

17 

17 

117 

117 


Price  per 
thousand. 


I 


$3.80 


3.60 
8.76 
4.10 


4.75 
4.20 
8.25 
4.10 
3.40 
4.10 
4.06 
2.44 
6.00 
3.53 
3.24 
3.10 


1.70 
2.85 


2.86 
1.50 
3.13 


1.73 
2.05 


8.60 
1.37 
1.07 


6.25 


4.20 
2.28 
8.50 
1.40 
1.17 


1.08 
1.30 


1.50 
1.05 


1.U 


1.04 

.88 

.68 

1.35 

2.52 


$8.60 


8.20 
8.25 
8.90 


3.75 
3.90 
8.05 
3.90 
3.20 
3.80 
3.76 
2.24 
4.31 
8.83 
8.10 
2.80 


1.50 
2.75 


2.65 
1.30 
2.68 


1.63 
1.85 


8.20 
1.17 
1.47 


5.26 


4.00 
2.08 
2.50 
1.26 
.97 


.88 
1.10 


1.20 
.86 


04 


.84 

.68 

.48 

1.10 

2.20 
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ntlon   nf   enTelopH.    (Wetshl 

Hi.  except  ■' MisnlluieonBT^  la 
mun  gf  paper  of  600  shetU,  Z21 


Hi. 

Ill 

M 


SAV^Iiiobes.lBponiid* 

RbjZllDob«a,Wp«DDda 
by  Zl  iDcliM,  ap«D  (iKLUpoondi... 
y  3  fncliea,  GD  pouDdi 


REPORT 


OT  THB 


FOUETH  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTER-GENERAL 


FOR  THS 


FISCAL  TEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1897. 


7T7 


REPORT 


OF  THB 


FOUETH  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


Post-Office  Department, 
Office  Foubth  Assistant  Postmasteb-Gbneeal, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  October  J26, 1897. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  yoar  attention  to  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  ox)eration  of  this  Bureau  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30. 
1897: 

The  Bureau  consists  of  three  divisions. 

The  Division  of  Appointments,  wherein  all  papers  relative  to  the 
appointment  of  X)08tmasters  are  briefed,  filed,  and  jacketed  for  tbe  con- 
sideration of  the  Fourth  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  tbe  Postmaster- 
General,  and  the  President. 

The  Division  of  Bonds  and  Commissions,  in  which  all  records  per- 
taining to  bonds  and  commissions  of  postmasters  are  kept. 

The  Division  of  Post-office  Inspectors  and  Mail  Depredations,  which 
is  in  fact  two  divisions,  though  commonly  designated  as  one,  consisting 
of  post-office  inspectors,  under  charge  of  tbe  chief  post-office  inspector, 
and  the  division  of  mail  depredations,  under  charge  of  a  chief  clerk, 
where  tbe  records  of  all  depredations  upon  the  mails  are  kept. 

THB  DIVISION  OF  AFPOINTBflBNTS. 

A  comprehensive  view  of  the  work  of  this  division  may  be  had  by 
considering  it  under  tbe  following  subdivisions: 
Appointments  of  postmasters; 
Establishment  and  discontinuance  of  i>ost-offices; 
Deaths  and  resignations  of  postmasters; 
Changes  in  post-office  names  and  sites; 
Complaints  and  charges  against  postmasters. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  POSTMASTERS. 

All  correspondence  and  recommendations  bearing  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  x)Ostmasters  are  referred  to  this  division  to  be  briefed,  jacketed, 
and  filed.  For  convenience  the  division  is  divided  into  sections  of  two 
or  more  States,  and  a  clerk  is  put  in  charge  of  each  of  these  sections, 
who  has  immediate  charge  of  papers  pertaining  to  the  post-offices 
located  in  the  States  belonging  to  his  section.  These  section  clerks  are 
under  the  supervision  of  tbe  chief  of  the  division.  Books  of  record 
are  kept  showing  by  States  the  names  of  post-offices  alphabetically 
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arranged,  and  the  names  of  postmasters  and  tbe  dates  of  their  appointr 
ment  and  dates  upon  which  they  are  commissioned.  These  records  also 
show  at  a  glance  the  names  of  the  postmasters  who  have  served  at  a 
given  place  for  a  number  of  years  past. 

A  joornal  is  kept  by  the  chief  of  the  division  containing  the  daily 
record  of  all  changes  in  postmasters,  changes  in  the  names  of  post-offices, 
showing  the  county  and  State  in  which  the  post-office  is  located,  the 
name  of  the  retiring  postmaster  and  the  name  of  the  appointee,  and 
the  reason  for  the  change;  also  a  record  of  the  establishment  and  dis- 
continuance of  post-offices.  A  condensed  weekly  report  is  made  from 
this  daily  journal. 

In  the  preparation  of  papers  in  the  Appointment  DiviRion,  post-offices 
are  divided  into  two  general  classes — Presidential  and  Fourth-class. 

A  Presidential  office  is  an  office  where  the  salary  of  the  postmaster 
amounts  to  not  less  than  $250  per  quarter  for  four  consecutive  qaar- 
ters  and  the  gross  receipts  for  the  same  time  amount  to  $1,900.  When 
an  office  has  paid  the  above  amount  for  four  consecutive  quarters,  and 
the  gross  receipts  have  amounted  to  $1,900  or  more,  it  is  then  advanced 
to  the  Presidential  class. 

Presidential  offices  are  divided  into  three  classes — First^  Second,  and 
Third.  A  first-class  office  is  one  in  which  the  gross  receipts  are  ov^ 
$40,000  per  annum,  the  salary  of  the  x)ostmaster  of  the  same  being 
from  $3,000  to  $6,000.  A  second-class  office  is  one  where  the  gross 
receipts  amount  to  $8,000  and  not  exceeding  $40,000  per  annum,  the 
salary  of  the  postmasters  of  this  class  being  from  $2,000  to  $2,900 
per  annum.  A  third-class  office  is  one  where  the  gross  receipts  are 
$1,900  and  not  exceeding  $8,000  per  annum,  the  salary  of  the  post- 
master being  from  $1,000  to  $1,900  per  annum. 

Fourth-class  offices  comprise  all  offices  where  the  receipts  are  less 
than  $1,900  per  annum,  or  where  the  salary  of  the  postmaster  does  not 
amount  to  $250  per  quarter  for  four  consecutive  quarters.  Fourth-class 
offices  are  divided  into  three  kinds — money  order,  limited  money  order, 
and  nonmoney  order.  A  money  order  office  is  one  where  money  orders 
are  sold  in  all  sums  not  to  exceed  $100.  A  limited  money  order  office 
is  one  where  money  orders  are  sold  in  sums  not  to  exceed  $5.  Non- 
money  order  offices  are  offices  that  are  not  authorized  to  do  a  money 
order  business. 

Presidential  postmasters  are  appointed  by  the  President  and  con- 
firmed by  the  Senate.  Fourth-class  postmasters  are  apx)oint€d  by  the 
Postmaster- General.  Papers  in  all  Presidential  cases  are  prepared  in 
the  Appointment  Division  and  submitted  to  the  Fourth  Assistant  Post- 
master-General, and  by  him  to  the  Postmaster-General,  who  in  turn 
submits  them  to  the  President  with  whatever  recommendation  he  may 
have  to  make.  When  the  Senate  is  in  session  the  President  sends  the 
names  of  Presidential  postmasters  to  the  Senate  for  consideration. 
When  these  nominations  by  the  President  are  confirmed  by  the  Senate, 
notice  of  appointment  is  then  mailed  from  the  Bond  Division  to  the 
appointee.  After  the  bond  of  the  newly  appointed  postmaster  is  filed 
and  approved  a  commission  is  then  issued.  The  commission  dates  from 
the  date  of  confirmation,  and  is  for  a  term  of  four  years.  When  the 
Senate  is  not  in  session  a  vacation  appointment  is  made.  In  vacation 
appointments  cases  are  prepared  for  the  consideration  of  the  Pos^ 
master-General  and  President  in  the  same  way  as  above  stated.  The 
President  signs  the  appointment  of  the  postmaster,  notice  and  blank 
bond  are  immediately  forwarded  him,  and  upon  the  approval  of  tbe 
bond  he  is  commissioned,  which  commission  holds  until  the  adjonin- 
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ment  of  the  first  session  of  the  Senate  following  his  appointment,  or 
until  his  confirmation  by  the  Senate,  unless  said  commission  is  sooner 
revoked  by  the  President. 

When  the  Senate  meets,  the  President  sends  in  a  list  of  all  vacation 
appointments  for  consideration,  and  npon  confirmation  of  any  post- 
master by  the  Senate  his  commission,  as  a  postmaster  appointed  in 
vacation  terminates,  and  npon  the  filing  of  a  new  bond  he  is  commis- 
sioned for  a  term  of  four  years  from  the  date  of  the  confirmation. 

Fourth-class  postmasters  are  appointed  by  the  Postmaster-General. 
This  class  of  cases  is  prepared  in  the  Appointment  Division  and  sub- 
mitted by  the  chief  of  the  division  to  the  Fourth  Assistant  Postmaster- 
General,  who  initials  the  jackets  authorizing  the  appointment  of  post- 
masters. Notice  of  appointment  and  blank  bond  are  sent  out  by  the 
Bond  Division  to  the  appointee,  and  upon  the  approval  of  his  bond  a 
commission  is  issued,  signed  by  the  Postmaster-General,  dating  from 
the  date  upon  which  the  commission  is  issued. 

ESTABLISHMENT  AND  DISOONTINUANOE  OF  POST-OFFICES. 

In  the  establishment  of  post-offices  it  has  been  the  policy  of  this 
bureau,  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  Administration,  to  estab- 
lish a  new  post-office  wherever  it  is  desired  and  it  is  shown  that  it  will 
accommodate  a  reasonable  number  of  people,  the  purpose  being  to  give 
tiie  people  the  most  convenient  mail  facilities  possible,  believing  that 
such  a  policy  contributes  to  popular  intelligence  and  good  citizenship. 
When  a  substantial  request  is  made  for  a  new  post-office,  blanks  cov- 
ering the  necessary  inquiries  are  forwarded.  When  returned,  favorable 
or  adverse  action  is  taken,  as  the  good  of  the  service  may  direct.  The 
petitioners  are  always  advised  of  the  decision  of  the  Department  and 
reasons  therefor. 

In  cases  where  an  office  ceases  to  be  a  public  necessity,  or  it  is  impos- 
sible to  secure  a  suitable  postmaster,  the  office  is  discontinued;  but 
before  discontinuing  the  same  a  public  notice  is  posted  upon  the  door 
of  the  post  office  for  fifteen  days,  stating  that  upon  a  certain  day  the 
office  wiU  be  discontinued;  and  if  in  the  meantime  the  i>eople  petition 
for  its  continuance,  and  present  a  suitable  candidate  for  postmaster, 
the  office  is  continued  and  the  party  whose  name  they  present  for  post- 
master is  appointed. 

DEATHS  AND  BESIONATIONS  OF  POSTMASTEBS. 

Upon  receiving  the  notice  of  the  death  of  a  postmaster  a  record  of  the 
same  is  made  and  the  Division  of  Bonds  and  Commissions  is  notified, 
that  the  sureties  may  be  officially  advised  as  to  how  to  proceed  in  the 
emergency  until  a  successor  to  the  deceased  postmaster  may  be 
appointed.  When  the  resignation  of  a  postmaster  is  received  it  is  filed 
and  steps  are  at  once  taken  to  secure  a  successor. 

CHANGES  IN  NAMES  AND  SITES. 

In  the  naming  of  post-offices  it  is  the  policy  of  the  bureau  to  give  plain, 
simple  names  of  a  single  word.  This  rule,  however,  is  too  frequently 
interfered  with  by  local  conditions.  A  sentiment  emanating  from  some 
historical  incident  or  some  special  business  interests  of  the  locality  may 
create  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a  desire  for  some  special  name  that 
does  not  conform  to  the  rule,  and  in  deference  to  this  sentiment  or 
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interest  the  bureau  often  finds  it  necessary  to  make  exceptions  to  the 

rule. 

In  the  changing  of  the  site  of  Fourth-class  post-offices  it  is  the  policy 
of  the  bureau  to  consult  the  greatest  convenience  of  the  largest  num- 
ber of  patrons,  and  in  many  of  these  cases  such  bitter  controveisieB 
over  the  location  of  the  post  office  are  aroused  that  it  is  found  necessary 
to  send  an  inspector  to  make  a  personal  investigation  of  the  mattar. 

COMPLAINTS  AGAINST  POSTMASTERS. 

Complaints  against  postmasters  are  frequent.  Whenever  it  appears 
from  their  natare  that  they  are  worthy  of  consideration,  careful  atten- 
tion is  given  the  same,  and  if  the  gravity  of  the  case  warrants,  it  is 
referred  to  an  inspector  for  thorough  investigation. 

The  following  tables  and  explanatory  notes  in  connection  therewith 
give  a  comprehensive  idea  of  the  work  done  in  the  Appointment  Divi- 
sioiA  for  the  fiscal  year. 

OPERATIONS  OP  THE  APPOINTMENT  DIVISION. 

PoBt-offices  established,  discontinued,  advanced  to  Presidential  grade,  relegated  to  Fewrtk 

class,  total  number  of  offices,  etc. 


Poat-offioes  eatobliahed 

Post-offices  (iiscontinned 

Net  increase  over  previons  year 

Fourth-class  otfices  advanced  to  PreHidential 
Presidential  offices  relc^atod  to  Fourth  class 

Number  of  Presidentiafoffices 

Nnmber  of  Fonrth-class  offices 

Total  number  of  offices 


June  30— 

locreaae. 

1806. 

1897. 

2,046 

1,750 

296 

180 

30 

3,635 

66,725 

70,360 

1,601 

930 

662 

158 

22 

3,762 

07.260 

71,022 

306 

127 
535 
662 

415 

811 


22 
17 


APPOINTMENTS  DUBING  THE  YBAB. 


Presidential  offices : 

On  rosi^atlons 

.  On  deaths 

On  expiration  of  terms 

On  removals 

On  offices  becoming  Presidential 


Tot-nl  number  of  Presidential  appointments  during 
the  year 


Fourth-class  offices: 

On  resignations 

On  deatiis , 

On  removals  at  expiration  of  four  years*  service 

On  removals .' 

On  offices  relegated  from  Presidential  to  Fourth  class.. 
On  establishments 


Total  number  of  Fourth-class  appointments. 
Total  nnmber  of  appointmenta 


June  30— 


1S96. 


86 
43 

336 
25 

180 


620 


7.312 

706 

886 

420 

30 

2,046 


11,500 


12,120 


1897. 


70 

40 

214 

120 

104 


647 


7,200 
722 

4,293 

822 

22 

1,601 


14,759 


15,406 


Increftse. 


84 


104 
14 


1 

m 


152 


8,397 
402 


3,790 


12S 


13 
74 


17 
415 


ESTABLISHMENTS,  DISCONTINUANCES,  AND  CHANGES  OF  NAMES  AND  SITES. 

Total  number  of  post-offices  established  during  the  year 1,611 

Total  number  of  post-offices  discontinued  during  the  year 9S0 

Total  number  of  names  and  sites  changed IIII.I  LOiT 
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Tablb  B. — Showing  number  of  fourik-elasa  appointments,  eetdbliehmentef  and  (Kie»i- 

tinuances,  by  Statee  and  Terriioriee. 


States  and  Territoriee. 

Resig- 
nations. 

BemoT> 
als  at 
expira- 
tion of 
fonr 
years. 

BemoT- 
aU. 

Deaths. 

Bele- 

gatod 

rrom 

Preei- 

dential. 

EsUb- 
liahed. 

Discon- 
tinued. 

Total 

somber 

of 

A 1  ftluun  A . .. 

215 

2 

17 

298 

146 

80 

35 

19 

3 

133 

267 

62 

265 

296 

130 

191 

216 

360 

78 

90 

82 

43 

183 

135 

151 

411 

61 

99 

9 

36 

56 

34 

214 

207 

63 

269 

72 

107 

482 

6 

04 

60 

369 

288 

18 

56 

276 

103 

246 

133 

24 

117 
1 
7 

86 
34 
3 
21 
11 

42* 

127 
26 

165 

372 
21 

180 

123 

206 
27 

139 
76 
32 

145 
48 
44 

225 
14 
50 
2 
50 
62 
1 

172 

135 
14 

233 

3 

41 

262 

4 

13 

10 

242 

41 

1 

78 

289 
17 

165 

104 
6 

17 

23 

89 
11 
25 
68 
60 
46 
4 

52 

9' 

43 
25 
26 

1 

in 

Alngka 

14 

.Ajisona......  ......•.••••...■•..•.. 

1 

20 
12 

3 
10 

3 

1 

5 
10 

6 
45 
68 

3 
47 
32 
26 

9 
19 
14 

6 
20 
23 

5 
44 

4 
14 

1 

14 
17 

1 
59 
15 

4 
46 

2 

5 
49 

3 

2 

8 
81 

8 

""'20' 

19 

7 

11 

27 

3 

H 

A  rkannaii  .......................... 

23 
9 
6 
7 

i' 

1 

538 

Califorxria 

f» 

Colorado. .......................... 

IK 

Connectiout ....................... 

n 

T^laware   ,» 

a 

District  of  Columbia 

1 
44 
106 
31 
19 
41 
40 
27 
17 
88 
42 
34 
12 

7 
35 
76 
45 
51 
40 
14 

8 

5 

0 
14 
50 
13 
18 
89 
28 
37 
51 

I 
24 
15 
67 
68 
13 

6 
55 
26 
16 
32 
26 

1 
86 
70 
11 

ao 

30 

22 

7 

25 

87 

17 

8 

8 

6 

16 

20 

20 

53 

18 

13 

7 

\' 

14 
36 

15 
10 
9 
I] 
10 

i' 

13 

81 

57 

3 

3 

31 

20 

15 

14 

7 

6 

Florida 

16 
84 

2 
84 
29 

7 
13 
10 
82 

6 
21 
17 
10 
20 

9 
17 
26 

i* 

i* 

1 
1 
1 

1 

3N 

Geor  cria ............................ 

•14 

Idado 

U8 

Ulinoia 

S4t 

fiiflifliiA.       - 

831 

Indian  Territorv 

28 

Iowa. .............................. 

m 

4M 

'RAntuAkv 

Tot 

L^nittianax  ^-r T--T--r--rr  -,w^. 

m 

Maine 

m 

Maryland 

ni 

Massachnsetts 

105 

m 

Minnesota 

313 

M 

M  issoarf  .*................ 

819 

"M^nntana. 

137 

Nebraska 

4 

2 

5 
16 

1 
61 
29 

4 
24 

4 

8 
52 

2 
13 

4 
36 
16 

8 

5 
35 

3 
21 
12 

1 

4 

i" 

i' 

2 

i' 

i' 

i' 

i' 

188 

Nevada 

9 

New  Hamnshire- ^.. »,.,.. 

111 

114 

New  MexioOr ,,»,,-,,,.--,--,» 

58 

678 

North  Carolina 

435 

North  Dakota 

118 

Ohio 

m 

Oklfthonia  ..rT,T ,^.-^,-^^-, 

1)0 

Orsffon  ..._......_•..._....__._.._.. 

an 

PAfinsylyanla ...... ....r 

w 

Bhode'  Island 

18 

South  Carolina 

155 

South  Dakota 

111 

Tennessee 

778 

Texas 

478 

» 

Vermont. .......................... 

187 

798 

Washington 

178 

474 

Wisconsin 

323 

Wyomine 

87 

»T  ^  via.iii^.  ....■■.....•....■..■....• 

7,290 

4,293 

822 

722 

22 

1,601 

929 

15^868 
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:  C. — Xumber  of  Prctideutial   offlctB  in   the   United  States,   hy  cla$$e$,  showing 
incroane  or  decrrate  as  compared  with  previous  year. 


First 
cUaa. 

Second 

Tbinl 
clans. 

i 

Total  Jane  39— 

In- 
crease. 

De- 
crease. 

Offices 

consoH. 

dated  and 

discou- 

tinned. 

MteB  and  TerritorMa. 

1897. 

189& 

la 

3 

3 

33 

1 
9 
33 
84 
33 
56 
10 

39 
1 

12 
'      39 

111 
48 
81 
11 
1 
31 
46 
14 

257 

145 
11 

214 

126 
58 
25 
66 
27 

169 

167 

lUO 
42 

139 
22 
91 
8 
46 
99 
12 

323 
44 
25 

204 
17 
24 

280 
]6 
31 
40 
49 

139 
8 
42 
60 
32 
32 

124 

36 

1 

10 

3S 

108 
48 
78 
11 
1 
27 
44 
10 

251 

140 
8 

204 

125 
57 
22 
65 
27 

173 

164 
94 
41 

134 
21 
93 
.       6 
46 
95 
12 

312 
41 
211 

197 
18 
23 

266 
16 
29 
39 
47  . 

135  , 
'I 

41 
58 
31 
31  1 

124  , 
9  ' 

3 

1 

3 
5 

22 
10 
20 

2 

1 
•» 

wis 

1 
5 
3 
5 
1 
1 
1 

1 

Ilia ..--- 

.'".'.'.'.'] 

lo 

.     .1 

ricuT 

3 

I 

,re 

t  of  Columbia 

•| 

7 
7 
I 

45 

33 
1 

26 

17 

12 
4 

12 
4 

50 

39 

13 
5 

19 
4 
9 
1 
8 

39 
2 

g4 
9 
2 

54 
3 
3 

67 
4 
3 
7 
5 

19 
1 
8 

13 
3 
8 

25 
2 

23 
35 
13 

202 

101 
10 

180 

1U6 
44 
20 
50 
22 

106 

121 
90 
37 

117 
16 
80 
7 
36 
52 
10 

222 
35 
23 

139 
14 
20 

201 

9 

27 

33 

40 

113 
6 
33 
44 
26 
23 
95 
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na. ... ................... 
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12 
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:irt»!iiia 
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»©©  ................ ... 

4 
7 
1 
1 
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4 
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I    ' 

1    t 

f 

2    1 

1    ' 
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1 

j 

.«jiii .................. 

1 

tif.... ............ ....... 
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i»tal 
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741 

3,702 
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Tadle  V,— Number  of  FoHrtk-olasa  offices  in  the  Untied  States,  ehowing  moMjr  oritr, 
limited  moneu  order,  and  von-nwney  order;  alao  showing  number  eaiabliakedy  d'nco*^ 
iinued,  and  the  increase  or  decrease  in  Fourth-class  post-offices  as  compared  tcith  prerioa 
year. 


States  and  Territories. 


AlAbama 

Alaska. 

Arisooa 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticat 

Delaware 

District  of  Col uinlia. 

Florida 

C4eorgia 

Idaho ...' 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Keuturky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Mar^'land 

MaHsacbusctts 

Michigan 

M  in  ncsota 

MisHiHsippi «. 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carol  iim 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Ore^^on 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Islnnfl 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas  

Utah 

Verinoni 

"Virginia 

Washiniiton 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Total 


I    II 


« 

5 

Money 
order. 

Limited 
money 
order. 

a© 

e 

Si 

o 

*A 

H 

273 

16 

1,880 

2,169 

4 

26 
150 

30 
185 

34 

1 

224 

81 

1,469 

1,724 

518 

43 

982 

1,403 

178 

23 

470 

671 

207 

S 

222 

432 

36 

122 

6 

763 

158 

12 

1,000 

6 

217 

20 

332 

S4 

2,014 

2,870 

76 

3 

283 

361 

911 

40 

1.208 

2,279 

414 

39 

1,679 

2,032 

81 

8 

377 

466 

674 

60 

918 

1,652 

538 

M 

970 

1,552 

296 

16 

2,201 

2,573 

171 

35 

811 

1,017 

324 

4 

817 

1,145 

245 

1 

802 

1,138 

428 

2 

252 

682 

5(17 

40 

1.215 

1.852 

381 

46 

950 

1,377 

226 

19 

1,407 

1,652 

600 

76 

1,001 

2.586 

93 

8 

303 

404 

306 

34 

657 

977 

29 

3 

134 

166 

100 

2 

325 

617 

817 

2 

491 

810 

55 

6 

231 

298 

1,410 

17 

1,903 

3,330 

263 

26 

2,507 

2,706 

133 

11 

374 

518 

898 

60 

2,140 

3,008 

62 

18 

406 

485 

176 

29 

594 

799 

1,300 

33 

3,402 

4.736 

70 

59 
1,079 

129 
1,246 

160 

7 

185 

19 

423 

627 

272 

25 

2,314 

2,611 

558 

83 

1,986 

2,627 

75 

3 

225 

303 

210 

2 

306 

618 

375 

10 

2,789 

8,174 

189 

27 

659 

776 

200 

8 

1,516 

1,724 

652 

32 

1,035 

1,719 

32 

2 

238 

272 

16,329 

1,051 

49,880 

67,260 

I 


11 

14 
23 
41 
20 


4 
34 
10 


6 
16 
10 


> 


is 


22 
16 

4 


I 


16 
44 

24 


21 
8 


6 

1 

7 

34 


18 
20 
25 
27 

1 
13 

1 
34 

7 

9 
•  1 
21 

5 


17 
19 


604 


16 


9 


2 


26 
1 


•g 


& 


39 
11 
25 
68 
69 
46 
4 


1 
44 
106 
31 
19 
41 
40 
27 
17 
38 
42 
24 
12 

7 
35 
76 
45 
51 
40 
14 

8 

5 

9 
14 
69 
13 
18 
39 
28 
37 
51 

1 
24 
15 
67 
68 
13 

5 
65 
26 
16 
32 
26 


a 


o 


52 


^5 


9 
43 
23 
26 

1 


6)1   1,601 

I 


1 

36 

70 

11 

20 

30 

22 

7 

26 

37 

17 

8 

8 

6 

16 

SO 

20 

63 

18 

13 

7 


4 

7 
14 
36 
15 
19 

0 
11 
10 


I 


9 
13 
31 
57 
3 
3 
81 
20 
15 
14 


929 


1 
3 
1 
4 


4 
2 

4 

G 
5 
3 

10 
2 
I 
3 
1 
1 
4 
4 

13 
1 
5 
1 
2 
3 


12 
3 
4 

8 

1 

1 

17 


158 


6 


The  following  table  (E),  with  its  comparisons^  is  very  interesting.  It 
shows  the  number  of  Presidential  post-offices  in  the  varioas  States  and 
Territories,  and  their  numerical  rank  in  the  list,  beginning  withSev 
York,  the  highest,  which  is  numbered  1,  and  closing  with  Alaska  (bar- 
ring the  District  of  Columbia),  the  lowest,  which  is  numbered  51.  U 
also  shows  the  population  of  the  States  and  Territories  and  the  numer- 
ical rank  of  the  same,  and  a  comparison  of  rank  in  Presidential  post- 
offices  and  in  x)opulation.  The  number  of  Presidential  post-offices  in  a 
State  may  be  safely  regarded  as  an  index  of  the  industry  and  commer- 
cial activity  of  its  people.  The  number  of  Fourth-class  post-offices  may 
be  largely  controlled  by  local  circumstances.    The  character  of  the 
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Table  F. — Shoioing  total  number  of  Fourth-clMS  poat-officeSf  by  States  and  TerritorietjUt 
numerical  order,  and  the  average  compensation  of  fourth-class  postmasters. 


States  and  TvrritorieB. 


Fennsvl  vania * 

New  York 

Virginia 

OJiio 

North  Carolina 

Texas  

Tenneaaee 

Missonri 

Keiitaoky 

Georgia > 

Illinois - 

Alabama .' 

Indiana 

Michigan 

Arkansas 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Iowa 

Mississippi 

Kansas 

California 

Minnesota 

South  Carolina 

Maine 

Maryland 

Louisiana 

Florida 

Nebraska 

New  Jersey 

Oregon 

Washington ^ 

Massachusetts 

Colorado 

South  Dakota 

Vermont 

North  Dakota 

New  Hampshire 

Oklahoma 

Indian  Territory 

Connecticut 

Montana 

Idalio 

Utah 

New  Mexico 

Wyoming 

An  zona 

Nevada 

Dela  wa  re 

Bbode  Island ! . 

Alaska 

District  of  Columbia 

Total 


Kankhi 

Avemgo 

Rank  Id 

eonipen- 

Fourth- 

compeusa- 

nunaber- 

.  saiion  of 

class 

tioii  of 

of  fonrth 

.  fuurtb- 

ofiices. 

postmaa- 

class 

cUss 

tera. 

oiBoca. 

post- 
niasten. 

4,735 

$175. 60 

1 

U 

3,3% 

220.74 

2 

i           » 

3,174 

106.02 

3 

44 

3,098 

110.02 

4 

41 

2,796 

86.10 

5 

SI 

2,627 

150.12 

6 

SI 

2,611 

87.83 

7 

M 

2,586 

165. 51 

8 

17 

2,573 

99.21 

9 

47 

2,370 

106.74 

10 

43 

2,279 

238  41 

11 

7 

2,10!) 

80.86 

12 

4» 

S,032 

116.  78 

13 

31 

1,852 

198.69 

14 

14 

1,724 

100.  G3 

15 

49 

1.724 

.       109. 98 

16 

43 

1,719 

•       181. 32 

17 

tl 

1,662 

243.80 

IB 

6 

1,652 

110.56 

19 

41 

1,552 

1          189. 21 

20 

M 

1,493 

1          205.77 

21 

12 

1,377 

1          108. 44 

22 

IS 

1.246 

102.82 

23 

45 

1,145 

189.45 

24 

18 

1.138 

137.98 

25 

» 

1.017 

lou.08 

26 

31 

1.0  0 

142.06 

27 

33 

977 

233.45 

28 

3 

810 

250.09 

29 

S 

799 

140. 91 

30 

34 

775 

148. 70 

:n 

a 

682 

348.69 

32 

1 

671 

184.25 

33 

2S 

627 

200.16 

34 

13 

518 

211.13 

35 

11 

518 

172.34 

36 

S 

617 

234.42 

37 

% 

485 

113.68 

38 

9 

466 

146. 05 

39 

31 

432 

285.16 

40 

4 

404 

185.65 

41 

2D 

361 

170.38 

42 

28 

803 

102.69 

43 

IT 

202 

147.09 

44 

3* 

272 

127.02 

45 

37 

185 

195.16 

46 

11 

166 

144.99 

47 

32 

158 

170.36 

48 

33 

129 

318.74 

49 

3 

30 

97.17 

80 

4B 

12 

320.82 

51 

2 

67,200 

1 

1 

1 
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Total  numher  ofpo9t'officeB  in  ike  United  States  on  June  SO  of  each  year  einee  1790. 


Year. 


1790 
1791 
1792 
1793 
17S4 
1795 
1796 
1797, 
1798 
1799 
180U 
1801 
1802 
1803 
IftM, 
1805 
IBM 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 


Nnni- 
bor. 


75 

89 

195 

2U9 

450 

453 

468 

554 

639 

677 

903 

1.025 

1,114 

1,258 

1.405 

1,558 

1,710 

1,848 

1,9J4 

2,012 

2.300 

2.403 


Year. 


1812. 

1813. 

1814. 

1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819 

1820 

1821 . 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

1820. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 


Num- 
ber. 


2,610 


2, 

3, 
3, 
8. 
3. 
4. 
4. 
4, 
4. 
4. 
5, 
5. 
6, 
7. 
7, 
8, 
8, 
8, 

9, 

10, 


670 
000 
200 
459 
618 
000 
500 
050 
709 
043 
182 
077 
150 
300 
53U 
004 
450 
086 
205 
127 


Year. 


1834. 
1835. 
1836. 
1837. 
1838. 
1839. 
1840. 
1841. 
1842. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 
1846. 
1847. 
1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1F51. 
1652. 
1853. 
1854. 
1855. 


Knin* 
ber. 


10,603 
10,770 
11,091 
11,767 
12,519 
12,780 
13,468 
13, 778 
13,733 
13, 814 
14,103 
14,183 
14,601 
15, 146 
16, 159 
16,749 
18,  417 
19,706 
20,001 
22,320 
23,548 
24,410 


Year. 


1856. 

1857. 

1858. 

1859. 

1860 

1861. 

1862. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868. 

1869. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1878. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 


Nam- 
ber. 


25,565 
26,586 
27,977 
28.539 
28,498 
28,580 
28,875 
29,047 
28,878 
20,550 
23,828 
25,163 
26,481 
27,106 
28. 492 
80,045 
31.863 
33,244 
34,294 
35.547 
36,383 
37,845 


Year. 


1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 


Nam 
ber. 


38,258 
40,588 
42,089 
44. 512 
46,231 
46,820 
48.  434 
51,252 
53,614 
55,157 
57, 876 
58  999 
62,401 
64.329 
67,119 
68,403 
69,805 
70,064 
70,360 
71,022 


Tlie  foregoing  table  is  given  as  a  matter  of  interesting  statistics  and 
shows  the  gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  post-oflices  from  the  time 
when  mails  were  transported  almost  entirely  by  horseback  to  the  ])res- 
ent  day  of  steam  and  electricity.  The  records  of  this  bureau  fail  to 
give  the  number  of  ofBces  in  existence  in  1813.  With  the  exception  of 
a  slight  decline  in  1842,  the  table  shows  a  steady  increase  from  1790  to 
1859.  Between  the  years  of  1859  and  1870,  owing  to  the  disorganized 
condition  of  the  podtal  service  in  the  Southern  States,  caused  by.  the 
rebellion,  the  steady  advancement  in  the  matter  of  offices  was  arrested, 
but  from  1870  to  the  present  time  there  has  been  a  steady  and  rapid 
increase  in  the  number  of  offices  established,  indicating  the  rnpid  prog- 
ress onr  country  has  made,  not  only' in  population,  but  in  material 
strength  and  power. 


THE  DIVI8ION  OF  BONDS  AND   COMMISSIONS. 

In  this  division  letters  of  appointment  to  newly  appointed  post- 
masters are  prepared,  and  with  these  letters  there  are  sent  to  the 
appointees  blank  bonds  and  oaths  for  execution.  A  record  is  kept  of 
the  names  of  all  postmasters,  with  the  dat^s  of  their  appointment  and 
the  names  of  their  sureties. 

BONDS. 

All  bonds,  after  execution,  are  sent  to  this  division  for  examination 
and  preparation  for  ai)proval.  Upon  the  approval  of  the  bonds,  com- 
missions of  i)ostmasters  of  all  classes  are  prepared;  and,  finally,  the 
bonds  are  filed  alphabetically  by  States.  All  questions  touching  the 
validity  of  a  bond  are  reported  from  this  division ;  and  if  for  any  reason 
the  Department  questions  the  validity  of  such  bond,  an  inspector  is 
directed  to  examine  into  the  responsibility  of  the  sureties.  New  bonds 
are  required  every  four  years.  Upon  the  death  of  any  surety  the  matter 
is  at  once  reported  to  the  Department,  and  the  i)ostmaster  is  notified 
from  the  Bond  Division  that  a  new  bond  is  required. 

Upon  the  establishment  of  a  new  office,  a  bond  is  required  of  the 
postmaster  of  the  penalty  of  $500.  As  the  business  of  the  office  in- 
creases this  penalty  is  from  time  to  time  increased.    The  increase  is 
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based  upon  the  amount  of  supplies  carried  in  the  office.    When  an  office 
becomes  of  such  size  and  importance  as  to  require  money-order  facili- 
ties a  new  bond,  covering  the  money  order  business,  is  required.    The 
penalty  of  the  bond  for  postal  funds  is  determined  from  the  report  of 
the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  showing  the  amount  of  sap- 
plies  furnished,  and  it  is  not  expected  that  a  postmaster  will  have 
stamps  and  other  supplies  on  hand  amounting  to  more  than  three- 
fourths  of  the  penalty  of  the  bond.    The  money  order  penalty  is  deter- 
mined from  the  reportof  the  money  order  division  of  theoflQceof  tbeFirst 
Assistant  Postmaster-General.    It  has  never  been  deemed  necessary 
to  require  a  bond  to  cover  the  entire  value  of  the  money  orders  placed 
in  the  hands  of  any  postmaster.    As  each  order  represents  $100,  it  is 
readily  seen  that  it  would  become  a  great  burden  upon  a  postmaster  to 
give  bond  covering  that  amount.    Postmasters  are  required  to  make 
their  deposit-s  promptly,  and  consequently  should  never  have  a  greater 
amount  of  money  order  funds  on  hand  than  will  meet  the  daily  demands 
upon  the  ofiQce,  and  the  amount  of  the  bond  is  therefore  fixed  to  cover 
possible  contingencies. 

A  new  bond  is  required  from  the  postmaster  upon  the  request  of  the 
Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General  when  he  finds  that  the  supplier 
ordered  are  greater  than  the  amount  covered  by  the  bond.  The  various 
causes  for  which  new  bonds  are  required  are  as  follows :  lienewals  at 
the  end  of  every  four  years;  upon  the  death  of  a  surety  of  a  i)ostmas- 
ter;  upon  the  request  of  a  surety  to  be  released  from  a  bond;  uiwn 
the  report  of  an  inspector  that  for  any  reason  the  bond  is  found  to  be 
insufficient,  and  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  penalty  covering  the 
postal  and  money  order  funds. 

There  is  one  class  of  money  order  offices  in  which  bonds  are  reqnired 
that  is  not  generally  understood.  This  is  the  class  known  as  limited 
money  order  offices.  Such  offices  are  permitted  to  issue  money  orders 
only  in  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $5  each,  and  the  penalty  of  the  bond  in  sach 
cases  is  therefore  small. 

In  the  table  attached,  showing  the  operations  of  the  Bond  Division, 
in  the  item  ''New  bonds  sent  by  the  Postmaster-General"  reference  is 
had  to  bonds  which  were  found  to  be  insufficient  upon  examination 
made  under  the  provisions  of  what  is  known  as  the  Dockery  Act.  While 
for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1896,  these  amounted  to  8,015  in  nam- 
ber,  the  present  report  shows  that  for  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  the 
number  amounted  to  only  648. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  gratification  to  not-e  that  the  investigations 
by  inspectors  have  revealed  so  few  cases  in  which  bonds  have  been 
insufficient. 

SURETIES  ON  BONDS. 

By  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  13,  1894,  authority  was 
given  the  Departments  in  Washington  to  accept  bonds  executed  by 
surety  and  trust  companies  for  such  Government  officials  as  are  required 
by  law  to  furnish  a  guaranty  for  faithful  performance  of  duty.  This 
act  has  had  a  limited  application  to  postmasters'  bonds.  The  Postal 
Laws  and  Kegulations  require  that  every  postmaster^s  bond  shall  be 
executed  by  not  less  than  two  sureties,  and  the  Postmaster-General 
haa  insisted  that  at  least  one  of  them  shall  be  a  patron  of  the  office  in 
question.  The  bonds  of  surety  and  trust  companies  have  been  accepted 
in  Presi<Iential  cases  for  half  the  penalty,  provided  the  company  was 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  office  is  located. 


pocKTH  1S5T — riiTSSi'if  -iw  j%  Ti*  j3T  ^ym:^"^':^^      *  V; 


Surety  and  tr««J  eamfame^  «r^  luc  uer^nfv^  »  it^hj^-t!*^  ;i  j  v  *-  v 
class  caecs.  *rar«  li*  ms»a»-*r*  «*►  tut*  ^ir?r^  »  ^♦im-  v^-  --  v^ 
would  be  wc'ior^s^i  la  ex«aim^  i  >T..t  &  ii.-  r-»^^,  j^.  *  ^-^^  ^v 
Bureties  are rct::i:T^i  «>q  e^^ry  >»aiL  id»i  "Ur-  ici^^^c:^".*  ^a*'^/: -  i  ▼^  '  i 
these  snifOef  .lAiirr  nin^  be  «iimi>itf  :iii-  am*"zr  t  Zi*^  ^^^  i.--  V  *  ?**- 
bond.  TV*- i^ZTP^affe  affiouut'jf  111*  >r..**":»-*  I  ^  >v~:;..^-r.-*f>  vr.%* 
now  in  fsrt»  :*  j3  r»Miiid  nonibers  *I-:J.  •••♦.  ^••♦. 

Tlie  peaj4l'^«^  •>€  the  bond.'*  ▼hn-a  y*yy-  ,1  — '.--t-mc  -:-r—  r  ^  »*^  *-•*« 
year  aiao«a.>ii  T?"*  *->!•. ^'-^cl^m.  T!ii*  i-."*!*  '«3C.*4-i»-^  ^  *  •*-  -/"-.-r^..  .-rr 
by  Teasc4  •>€  "II•^  laTau  «iity  of  :iii*  v*^*:^  r  *•— ~iu«' -r^-  *."V  -^^  ;* 
but  a  TOT  ^maJ  p«r  cent  of  the  w!>..^.  T!  —j,;^  * »-  -Hr— .**t-  »/-  \^ 
Auditor  ♦;  (  rj«?  T:»*«arT  for  the  ?•*«■-  ».-!♦*-  j  *•  »?•"  »**•  r  ^n  r--^ — t  -  -  .-^ 
to  say  tkii£  i>r  'ie  i^ral  veiir  tiie  lo»eirt»  r'oi  .uk  •-*  -  *•  .r»  -  --  ^  r 
bond5  aatfiunrf^*!  y^  ♦h^t  **5Jl8CJ5t  •»  iMnT^fni  •— ?  i-»  •  i-  *  .*-  ^'.-.^  •  r 
of  the  t'«»«!es  ▼!•  tL.%>i-^:  magrng  &  'i/Ci*^   jj**  r-Ti    .-«*     *^ir^    c  *» . : 

Wmt*.  Sw  any  jear»Tg  wiiarrrpr.  1  ~-i**v^  ••'^u  ^  «*•- :  -'— -  r  *  »»>»''- 
masirT- ke  ii*  «r  >c«e  !3<»cnt-i;  ir.*i  .1  ^rf-  -i.  .  jttj^  \y^^  **•  .-^<:  ^  ?►- 
nish  a  a»^w  '»ciL  ie  :•  r»-frfir»*i  iiiT  'pai>'^  .*^ 

blanks  iflii  tsr—L-ir*  ^#^t  *ir  t^»«5  *l..*      '  *<•>«•       "7  •-  -* .  *•-    •  •-   .^r 
of  bljOLk  Tim*  :n  ij*-  ji  zut  L~ •<•";«    a  '*.     7'  »*     n      •*»-    r     .        »--b». 

sent  •Kii  •tiirrng  "iir  i-r^  n«>ar  w%»  UT.ri^.     rt. *--''-    -u^i^    '  ^— •  ^,. , 

bowls  f»>r»arii»7i  ui  7»<«?3ito^ert  y^r  -^i-^-rr*-"       i     ^.-o^      .  ..^  -.^i- 
leeerr-^i  :niT«rj*?r  —  *;:•:  '•'^st-  't^iir^i^rt    *r  -r^r-* ***"..- 

are  ill?*<i  Di  nii*  L'^^^a.    v*^  ■Lj»^*»'   lj*?»-  r^-Tv   a--5»-.—    ^,5       ^      .^ 

iu^  the  year  JJ>.r*i-    A.^  :ii«»-^  sr^    r    •»    v,  •«►    i     »^    .—-..-- ^' 

cac  nor  Tii«t«p^^r.xrji 'WT.v 'i>^ -3:^1^  jtr    «»-.-<    ^.^^^    r-'  ^^      -    *     „^ 

tl»e  aaoioer  M  fa^i**  -pr«T*Ti  -tti      •*  j.  .^r' . -i--r  ..     ^.,      .^ 

ocJ  •>€  tne  Lirr  -U;ic  lil  liip^  -a,i#-t   :ji^t**     n      .^     »^       ^-     •  .      .r"-,    r 

of  a  soe«si«*>r  li\t^  mi;  jnmKiiiiitttv    ..  ..-^        1  .^.,  -     ^^^-  ,_,    ^^,    , 
caie«f  *if  'he   i****!^  4<?  ^t^nornkKHi^.  r    »*-      j-     .    ^  S  '.   J1. 
w-j^-r  -wifr-e  '^ce  woo  >iuia  nen  unrii  b    •i^^   .<      •    -  r^-^- 
Tii*'' '>m»i  of  the  postmasiitt  » ii*iii -^  4*   .     ,..,v    -/.       ^^  ^   *"   ^ 
liewinoomtee  qualifies,  PK!ts7)H»  jii,-^.. .    ,,'/"*"  ***   '*^    - 
tW<>{iiite.  "^ 

regobsks  (IB  rtm 


F«r  e<>OTcnient  reference  a  innnni  •?   ^    ^        ^ 
mascen  is  kept  in  two  separw*  uwuc,     a    '    "^  "" 

of  tlie  postmasters  are  entered  \n  ^.-,0^^ tS    '  '    *     '" 
betieal  order.    In  the  other  ikt*  la^.    \       ^      "^^ 
alphabetically  and  according  lo  ^q,  , . ,    _  "^'    -  • '  -"* 

In  Fourth-class  cases  a  reooid  »  A^t  . 
by  States  and  counties.    The  oikiB  ^  ^T  " 
on  this  record,  and  the  book*  »  .        ^^^ 
books  are  naade  to  show  the  djfi».^  :^^^    -    -- 
missioned.  '    i*»-  _^ 


«    » 
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REPORTS. 

From  the  Bo^d  Division  reports  of  its  operations  are  made,  as  required 
by  law,  as  follows:  Daily,  to  the  division  of  post«ofSce  supplies,  in 
the  office  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General;  to  the  contract 
and  equipment  divisions,  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Assistant  Post- 
master General;  to  the  stamp  division,  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Assist- 
ant Postmaster-General;  and  to  the  General  Superintendent  of  tbe 
Bail  way  Mail  Service,  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Assistant  Postmaster- 
General,  for  publication  in  the  Daily  Bulletin.  Weekly  reports  are 
made  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Money-Order  System,  in  the  office 
of  the  First  Assistant  Postmaster-General;  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Free  Delivery,  in  the  same  office;  and  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  Post-Office  Department. 

oomnssioNs. 

Three  classes  of  commissions  are  issued,  Presidential  recess,  Presi- 
dential confirmation,  and  Fourth  class;  and  the  preparation  of  these 
is  assigned  to  the  Bond  Division.  Commissions  to  postmasters  of  the 
Presidential  class  are  signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by 
the  Postmaster-General.  Except  in  recess  appointments,  Presidential 
commissions  are  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Eecess  api>ointment8  are 
those  made  by  the  President  during  recess  of  Congress,  and  commis- 
sions issued  upon  such  appointments  are  in  force  until  the  adjonrn- 
ment  of  the  first  session  of  the  Senate  after  the  appointment,  or  audi 
such  time  as  the  Senate  may  confirm  the  appointee,  if  such  commission 
is  not  sooner  revoked  by  the  President.  Commissions  to  postmasters 
of  the  Fourth  class  are  signed  only  by  the  Postmaster-General,  and  ran 
for  no  definite  length  of  time,  but  expire  at  the  will  of  the  Postmaster- 
General. 

The  work  of  the  division  has  been  largely  increased  by  the  operation 
of  a  provision  of  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  appropriation 
act  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jnne  30,  1896,  which  provides  for  an 
examination  into  the  validity  of  all  bonds  of  postmasters  once  every 
two  years,  and  for  the  renewal  of  all  such  bonds  at  the  expiration  of 
every  four  years. 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  the  bonds  of  all  postmasters  of  tbe 
fourth  class,  excepting  those  at  money  order  offices,  were  deemed  to  be 
sufficient  upon  the  certificate  of  the  officer  qualifying  the  sureties;  aod 
only  in  special  cases  was  investigation  made  by  the  Department  as  to 
the  responsibility  of  such  sureties. 

The  examinations  required  under  this  provision  are  made  throngh 
the  force  of  post-office  inspectors,  and  they  necessarily  entail  upon  that 
force,  as  well  as  upon  the  Division  of  Bonds  and  Commissions,  a  vast 
amount  of  additional  work.  Much  added  labor,  of  course,  also  devolves 
upon  this  division  through  the  requirement  for  a  renewal  of  all  bonds 
every  four  years.  Indeed,  with  the  present  force  of  the  division  it  has 
been  found  impossible  to  keep  this  work  well  in  hand.  For  this,  as 
well  as  for  the  increase  of  labor  in  other  branches,  it  has  been  necessary 
to  use  a  detail  of  clerks  from  other  bureaus  of  the  Department.  More 
assistance  is  required  here,  as  in  other  divisions  of  this  bureau. 
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Report  nkowing  the  atmoumi  and  thmradrr  of  Kork  dome  in  ike  Bond  Dirieion  for  tkejitcal 

jfear  ended  June  SO,  18^7.  * 

CASKS  RRCEIVRD. 

Number  of  cases  received  from  AppDintmoxit  Division: 

Presiilential 710 

Fonrth-class  money  order 5,018 

Fourth  class  not  money  order 11,338 

Total 17,096 

BONDS  APPROVED. 

Nnmber  of  bonds  examined  and  passed  for  approval  of  tbe  Postniniiter-Gcneral : 

Presidential 711 

Fonrtli-elass  money  order 4,278 

Foartb  class  not  money  order  ...^ 8, 122 

Total 13,111 

NEW  BONDS. 

New  bonds  sent  by  order  of  the  Postmaster-General 648 

New  bonds  sent  for  limited  money  order  offices 136 

New  bonds  sent  npon  request  of  sureties 902 

New  bonds  sent  npon  request  of  postmasters 2,006 

New  bonds  sent  upon  reqnest  of  Third  AsMistant  Postmaster-General 62 

New  bonds  sent  upon  report  of  post-offioe  inspectors 820 

New  bonds  sent  for  establishment  of  new  money  order  offices 224 

4,798 
Less: 

Number  of  new  bonds  sent,  and  for  various  reasons  not  yet  returned 536 

• 

Whole  number  received 4,262 

Total  nnmber  of  new  bonds  received,  reported,  and  filed: 

Presidential 276 

Fourth  class  money  order 1,  600 

Fourth  class  non-money  order 2, 38*5 

Total 4,262 

NEW  BONDS  AND  APPOINTMENT  BONDS. 

Total  nnmber  of  bonds  received,  reported,  and  filed : 

New  bonds 4,262 

Appointment  bonds  ....* 13,  111 

Total 17,373 

BONDS  RKTfRNKD. 

Bonds  relumed  for  correction 3,404 

Duplicate  bonds  issued 1, 194 

OATHS  AND  NOTICES. 

Oaths  received  and  filed 26,706 

Surety  notices  sent  to  tbe  chief  post-office  inspector  for  investigaticm 7, 671 

Post-office  inspectors*  reports  on  sufficiency  of  bonds  received 7, 424 

Number  of  blank  oaths  sent  by  reqnest  of  postmasters 9, 410 

INFORMALITIES  REPORTED. 

Number  of  postmasters  reported  by  the  Auditor  for  informalities  or  delin- 
quencies   1,696 

Nnmber  of  notices  sent  to  sureties  notifying  them  of  faihire  of  postmasters 
to  comply  with  the  postal  regulations  in  making  their  returns  to  the  Audi- 
tor, or  of  their  delinquencies 4,815 
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Statement  Bhotoing  the  number  and  charade  of  the  rarioue  reports  made  to  the  teetrel 
mbureaue  of  the  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1807. 

Commissioned  postmasters  reported  to  the  Auditor  and  Third  Assistant  Postmaster- 
General  and  for  publication  in  the  Postal  Bulletin: 

Presidential - 711 

Fourth-class  money  order 4, 278 

Fourth-class  non-money  order 8,122 

Total 13,111 

• 

New  bonds  reported  to  the  Auditor 4,362 

New  bonds  repoi-ted  to  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General 1,222 

Number  of  discontinued  post-offices  reported  to  the  Auditor  and  Third  Assist- 
ant Postmaster-General 836 

Number  of  acting  postmasters  reported  to  the  Auditor  and  Third  Assistant 

Postmaster-General 830 

Number  of  acting  postmasters  reported  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  money- 
order  system 815 

Number  of  establishments  and  changes  of  name  and  site  of  post-ofTices 
reported  to  the  equipment  division,  and  to  the  division  of  post  office  sup- 
plies     1,281 

DIVISION  OF  POST-OFFICB  INSPECTORS  AND  MAIL 

DEPREDATIONS. 

In  the  several  annaal  reports  which  have  preceded  this  a  detailed 
statement  has  been  made  of  the  organization  of  the  inspectors  force 
and  the  character  of  the  duties  performed  by  them«  and  by  the  DiTision 
of  Mail  Depredations.  While  omitting  such  details,  it  may  be  well  to 
state  that  the  chief  inspector,  with  headquarters  at  this  Department, 
is  charged  with  the  assignment  to  duty  and  general  direction  of  all 
insi)ectors  employed,  as  well  as  with  the  supervision  of  matters  per- 
taining to  this  branch  of  the  service.  The  territory  of  the  United  States 
has  been  apportioned  in  twelve  divisions,  each  having  an  inspector  in 
charge,  who  has  the  immediate  supervision  of  the  inspectors  assigned 
to  his  division  and  the  general  direction  of  all  matters  referred  to  him. 
The  results  of  field  investigations  and  the  correspondence  from  the 
field  inspectors  are  transmitted  to  the  Department  through  the  sevcoral 
inspectors  in  charge. 

As  to  the  extent,  variety,  and  ]m]x>rtance  of  duties  performed  by  tbe 
inspectors'  force,  it  may  be  stated  tbat  they  pertain  to  the  examination 
of  accounts,  investigations  as  to  the  character  and  conduct  of  all  classes 
of  employees,  locations  and  removals  of  post-offices,  leases  of  premises 
for  ])OAt-office  purposes,  detailed  inquiries  in  all  classes  of  complaints 
pertaining  to  postal  matters,  the  detection  of  depredators  ai>ou  the 
mails,  the  prosecution  of  all  offenders  against  the  postal  laws,  together 
with  a  multitude  of  miscellaneous  investigations  relating  to  matters 
which  in  any  way  appertain  to  the  employees  or  to  the  equipment  and 
business  of  the  postal  service. 

In  order  that  a  complete  record  may  be  kept,  every  complaint  received 
at  this  ofiice  is  jacketed  and  briefed,  and  for  the  sake  of  convenience 
the  complaints  are  divided  into  classes  as  follows: 

A. — Complaints  relating  to  the  registered  mail. 

B. — Complaints  relating  to  the  ordinary  mail,  or  that  which  is  not 
registered. 

C. — Miscellaneous  complaints  affecting  the  employees  or  business  of 
the  postal  service. 

D. — Highway  robberies  of  the  mail,  robberies  of  post-offices,  and  other 
special  depredations. 
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F. — Complaints  affectiug  mail  matter  dispatched  to  or  received  from 
I'oreigD  couutries. 

B. — Matters  pertaining  to  claims  for  rewards  for  the  arrest  and  con- 
viction of  persons  violating  postal  laws. 

The  total  namber  of  cx)mp]aints  of  all  classes  received  daring  the  la«t 
fiscal  year  aggregated  111,621,  and  the  total  number,  dispos^  of  was 
112,679.  The  cases  treated  and  closed  dnring  the  last  year  were  made 
np  of  5,560  A  cases,  65,955  B  cases,  22,117  G  cases,  3,615  D  cases,  15,359 
F  cases,  and  73  claims  for  reward.  The  total  number  of  cases  closed 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  exceeds  the  total  number  closed  during  the 
previous  year  by  12,874.  The  fact  that  the  number  of  cases  closed  dur- 
mg  the  last  fisc^al  year  exceeds  the  total  number  of  complaints  received 
during  the  same  period  by  1,072,  is  accounted  for  by  the  tact  that  there 
were  on  hand  July  1,  1896,  34,453  cases  previously  referred.  There 
were  on  hand  undisposed  of  on  July  1,  1897,  1,886  A  cases,  23,355  B 
cases,  3,260  0  csises,  645  D  cases,  4,100  F  cases,  and  55  claims  for  reward, 
or  a  total  of  33,301  cases  of  all  classes. 

From  these  figures  it  would  appear  that,  although  there  were  3,584 
more  complaints  received  last  year  than  during  the  previous  year,  the 
number  of  cases  brought  forward  July  1, 1897,  is  1,664  less  than  the 
number  brought  forward  July  1,  1896. 

The  number  and  character  of  the  complaints  received  during  the  last 
fiscal  year,  and  the  details  of  their  treatment,  are  set  forth  in  Exhibits 
A,  B,  G,  D,  £,  F,  G,  H,  and  I,  which  are  filed  herewith  and  made  a 
part  of  this  report.  These  tiibulated  statements  are  complete  within 
themselves,  although  a  few  explanatory  comments  in  connection  there- 
with may  prove  advantageous. 

A  GASES,  OR  OASES  RELATING  TO  THE  REOISTERED  MAIL. 

All  complaints  received  referring  to  depredations  upon  or  irregular- 
ities in  the  registered  mail  are  included  in  Exhibits  A,  B,  and  O. 
Exhibit  A  shows  the  number  and  character  of  complaints  received  and 
referred  for  investigation.  Exhibit  B  shows  the  number  of  complaints 
received,  investigated,  and  closed  within  the  last  fiscal  year,  while  the 
data  in  Exhibit  0  relates  to  eases  received  and  referred  dui  ing  previous 
years,  and  which  have  been  investigated  and  closed  during  the  last 
yetir. 

The  number  of  this  class  of  cases  aggregated  5,626,  of  which  5,534 
were  referred  to  inspectors  in  the  field  for  investigation,  and  92  were 
treated  directly  in  the  office  of  the  chief  inspector.  Five  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifteen  of  these  complaints  related  to  registered  letters,  or 
first-class  matter,  and  219  complaints  related  to  packages,  or  third  and 
fourth  class  matter. 

A  comparison  of  the  office  records  for  the  last  two  fiscal  years  shows 
that  the  total  number  of  complaints  affecting  registered  mail  received 
during  the  fiscal  year  1897  was  191  less  than  the  total  number  of  the 
same  character  received  during  1896.  The  total  number  of  pieces  of 
registered  mail  handled  during  the  fiscal  year  1897  is  estimated  at 
13,750,000. 

In  4,275  registered  cases  which  were  referred,  investigated,  and  closed 
during  the  last  fiscal  year  it  was  found  that  in  2,755  cases  no  actual 
loss  had  occurred,  and  in  1,067  cases  the  full  amount  of  the  loss  alleged 
was  recovered,  thus  leaving  only  453  cases  in  which  losses  were  actually 
sustained,  or  10.6  of  the  total  number  of  cases  referred,  investigated, 
and  closed  during  the  last  fiscal  year.    The  same  percentage  applied 
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to  the  total  uumber  of  complaints  received  (5,626)  woald  indicate  a 
total  of  602  cases  in  which  actual  losses  have  been  sustained. 

These  are  results  of  actual  investigations,  and  indicate  that  the 
employees  of  the  postal  service  handled  13,750,000  pieces  of  domestic  reg- 
istered mail  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  with  an  average  loss  of  only  one 
piece  in  every 22,§40  handled.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  a  nuirked  decrease 
in  the  percentage  of  losses  as  compared  witli  the  previous  fiscal  year, 
which  showed  a  trifie  less  than  19  per  cent  of  loss  in  the  total  nnmber 
of  cases  referred  and  investigated,  and  an  average  of  one  piece  in  every 
16,254  handled. 

The  following  statement  may  be  designated  the  annual  balance  sheet, 
setting  forth  in  a  condensed  form  the  total  of  work  received,  completed^ 
and  on  hand  in  this  class  of  cases: 

Becapitulatian  of  A  ea9e$, 

[Based  upon  the  tabulated  statements  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897,  together 
witn  actual  count  of  A  cases  in  the  Post-Office  Department  July  1,  1897.] 

Cases  outstanding  in  hands  of  Inspectors  July  1,  1896 1,221 

Cases  under  consideration  in  the  Department  July  1, 1896 599 

Cases  received  and  referred  for  in vesti  oration 5, 5^ 

Cases  investigated  indirectly  by  the  chief  post-office  inspector 92 

7,446 

Cases  closed,  previous-year  cases ^ 1,285 

Cases  closed,  current-year  cases 4, 275 

Cases  under  consideration  in  the  Department  July  1,  181)7 627 

Cases  outstanding  in  hands  of  inspectors  July  1, 1897 1,259 

B  OASES,  OB  OASES  BEFEBBINO  TO  OBDINABT  MAIL. 

All  matter  deposited  for  transmission  in  mails,  not  registered,  is 
designated  as  ordinary  mail.  This  class  of  matter,  as  is  well  under- 
stood, constitutes  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  the  mails,  and  its  dis- 
patch, transportation,  and  delivery  requires  a  large  proiK>rtion  of  the 
services  of  the  postal  employees.  Inasmuch  as  no  record  is  kept  of 
ordinary  mail  in  transit,  the  locating  of  depredators  upon  this  class 
of  matter  is  much  more  diiiicult  than  where  articles  are  registered. 

Every  possible  safeguard  is  given  the  ordinary  mail  while  iu  tbe 
custody  of  the  Post-Oiiice  Department,  and  inspectors  are  as  careful 
in  their  investigations  relating  to  this  class  of  matter  as  they  are  in 
locating  depredations  upon  articles  where  a  receipt  is  required  from 
each  employee  handling  the  same.    It  must  be  remembered  that  it  is 
much  more  difhcult  to  locate  the  dishonest  employee  who  depredates 
upon  the  ordinary  mail  than  in  the  case  with  registered  articles,  and  as 
a  consequence  the  members  of  the  inspectors  force  are  frequently  com- 
pelled to  consume  much  time  as  well  as  to  exercise  great  skill  and 
perseverance  in  this  ckiss  of  investigations. 

Although  the  public  is  continually  cautioned  as  to  the  necessity  for 
great  caie  in  the  preparation  of  articles  to  be  transmitted  in  the  mails, 
the  investigations  of  the  last  year  have  developed  the  usual  number  of 
letters  which  were  deposited  without  being  addressed,  or  in  which  the 
addresses  were  illegible,  incorrect,  or  incomplete.  Another .  matter 
which  can  not  be  too  frequently  impressed  upon  the  public  is  the 
importance  of  reporting  all  irregularities  and  losses  to  this  Department 
It  is  upon  such  reports  that  the  inspector  must  frequently  base  his 
plans  of  operation  in  locating  and  eliminating  the  causes  of  sach  losses 
and  irregularities. 
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As  sbown  in  Exhibit  D,  there  have  been  66,778  complaints  received 
at  this  office  during  the  last  fiscal  year  affecting  tlie  ordinary  mail.  Of 
this  number  35,774  refer  to  letters  and  31,004  refer  to  packages.  This 
total  shows  an  increase  in  namber  of  2,165,  or  a  trifle  over  0.03  per  cent 
as  compared  with  the  namber  of  cases  of  this  class  received  during  the 
year  1896. 

In  addition  to  the  43,423  cases  which  were  referred  and  investigated 
during  the  last  fiscal  year,  there  were  also  23,177  cases  of  the  same 
class  which  had  been  received  and  referred  in  previous  years,  and 
which  were  closed  during  the  last  year,  making  a  tottil  of  06,600  B 
cases  disposed  of  during  the  year  1897.  Of  this  number  it  was  shown 
that  no  loss  had  occurred  in  10,448  cases,  or  a  proportion  of  a  little 
more  than  1  in  6  of  the  total  number  of  complaints  investigated. 

0  CASES,   OR   MISCELLANEOUS   COMPLAINTS   AFFECTING  EMPLOYEES 

OR  BUSINESS  OF  THE  POSTAL  SERVICE. 

A  reference  to  Exhibit  E  will  show  the  number  and  character  of  this 
class  of  cases  referred  to  inspectors  for  investigation  during  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30, 1897,  as  well  as  the  sources  from  which  the  requests 
for  such  investigations  emanated. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  these  references  aggregated  19,296; 
of  which  1,323  originated  in  the  office  of  the  First  Assistant  Postmas- 
ter-General, 218  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Assistant  Postmaster- Gen- 
eral, 434  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-General,  15,977 
in  tlie  office  of  the  Fourth  Assistant  Postmaster-General  (548  in  the 
Appointment  Division,  7,671  in  the  Division  of  Bonds  and  Commissions, 
and  7,758  in  the  Division  of  Post-office  Inspectors  and  Mail  Depreda- 
tions), 288  in  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Attorney-General  for  the  Post- 
Office  Department,  and  1,056  in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post- 
Office  Department. 

Tlie  following  is  a  statement  in  detail  showing  the  number  of  cases 
relating  to  violations  of  various  sections  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  Eegu- 
lations  of  1893 : 


No.  of 
MCtion. 


125 

211 

327 

331 

333 

334 

675 

696 

1420 

1430 

1432 

1451 


Sabject. 


^Irreii^nlaritiea  on  the  part  of  postmasters  in  the  saIo  of  poHtago  stamps,  and 
/    false  returns  of  cancellations 

Evasion  of  payment  of  proper  rate  of  postago 

Lottorv  matter  in  the  mails 

Scnrrilous  and  obscene  matter 

Use  of  mails  for  fraudulent  pnr])08es 

Carrying  mail  by  private  express 

Obet'ructinx  the  mails 

Forgery  of  money  orders 

Det»  infng,  opening,  or  destroying  letters 

Stealinz  mall 

HiMiiovrng  cancellations  from  postage  stampH 

Other  cases  not  classified  as  to  sections  Tiointcd 

Total 


Number 
of  canes. 


261 

70 

24 

1,398 

1,203 

32 

14 

1 

281 

82 

212 

1.403 

5,243 


By  reference  to  Exhibit  F  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  19,296  cases 
referred  to  inspectors  for  investigation  during  the  last  fiscal  year  16,609 
were  reported  on  and  finally  closed,  leaving  a  balance  of  2,687  cases 
referred  during  that  period  which  were  not  closed.  It  would  seem  per- 
tinent to  state  that  of  the  number  of  cases  remaining  on  hand  1,612  were 
referred  for  investigation  during  the  last  sixty  days  of  the  year,  and 
under  ordinary  circumstances  the  time  was  hardly  sufficient  to  enable 
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the  inspectors  to  give  them  proper  attention  and  return  the  same  to  the 
Department  for  closing. 

From  the  recapitulation  set  forth  in  Exhibit  G  it  will  be  seen  that  to 
the  19,296  cases  referred  to  inspectors  during  the  fiscal  year  under  con- 
sideration there  should  be  added  6,081  cases  brought  forward  from  the 
previous  year,  making  a  total  of  25,377  to  be  accounted  for.  Of  this 
total,  16,609  pertaining  to  the  last  fiscal  year  and  5,508  pertaining  to  pre- 
vious fiscal  years,  or  a  total  of  22,117,  were  closed,  leaving  3,260  cases  on 
hand  July  1, 1897. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  were  26  cases  of  complaints  against 
postmasters  and  the  management  of  post  offices  which  were  treated 
directly  from  this  office  by  correspondence. 

Included  in  this  class  of  cases  are  those  relating  to  the  collection  of 
balances  due  on  money  order  and  general  postal  accounts,  to  the 
importance  of  which  I  desire  to  call  particular  attention.  In  this  con- 
nection, the  insx)ectors  collected  during  the  last  fiscal  year  $131,492^35 
of  the  postal  funds  and  $170,236.74  of  money  order  funds.  To  this 
should  be  added  $13,306.88  collected  upon  account  of  miscellaneons 
matters,  making  a  total  of  $'U5,035.97  collected  by  the  inspectors  dur- 
ing the  year,  which  is  $15,036.97  more  than  the  entire  amount  ($300,000) 
appropriated  for  mail  depredations  and  post-oflicc  inspectors  during 
the  fiscal  year  1896-97. 

D  CASES,  OB  OASES  BEFERRINO  TO  HIGHWAY  BOBBERIES  OF  THE 
MAILS,  BOBBEBIES  OF  POST-OFFICES,  AND  OTHER  SPECIAL  DEPEE- 
DATIONS. 

Exhibit  H  embraces  the  class  of  cases  which  relate  to  the  robbery  and 
burning  of  post-offices,  wrecking  and  burning  and  other  casualties 
occurring  to  postal  cars,  highway  robbery  of  mail  trains,  messengers, 
stages,  etc.  The  investigation  of  this  class  of  cases  involves  the  par- 
suit,  apprehension,  and  prosecution  of  the  most  desperate  criminals, 
often  necessitating  the  exercise  of  great  ])ersonal  bravery  and  skill  on 
the  part  of  the  inspectors. 

The  following  table  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  depredations 
and  casualties  treated  in  this  class  of  cases  during  the  fiscal  years  189G 
and  1897 : 


Year. 


1896. 
1897. 


Kobberies  of— 


Poet- 
offices. 


1,474 
1,573 


Mail  Mail 

tralDsand'  messen- 
stages.        gers. 


45 
29 


2 
1 


Letter 
boxes. 


50 
76 


other  causes. 


PosUI 

cars 

barDed  or 

wrecked 


62 
53 


Post^ 
offices 
burned. 


532 
5UU 


Pouches 
lost. 


PonfhM 
cat  or 
stolen. 


477 
4S0 


476 
451 


The  liberal  rewards  offered  for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of 
stage  and  train  robbers,  together  with  the  vigorous  pursuit  and  prose- 
cution of  these  outlaws  by  members  of  the  inspectors'  force,  have  doubt- 
less been  potent  agencies  in  reducing  the  total  number  of  highway 
robberies  of  the  mails  during  the  last  year  nearly  33  per  cent  as  com- 
pared with  the  number  of  depredations  of  this  class  reported  during 
the  previous  year. 

An  increase  of  nearly  7  per  cent  in  the  number  of  post-oflSce  robberies 
reported,  and  a  trifle  over  27  i)er  cent  in  the  number  of  street  letter 
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boxes  rifled,  proves  tbat  criminals  have  turned  their  attention  to  this 
line  of  depredations.  Our  inspectors  realize  that  it  requires  great 
energy  and  persistence  to  cope  with  thisclaBS  of  burglars  and  thieves; 
and  while  an  increase  in  the  number  of  inspectors  is  needed  to  success- 
fully protect  the  mails  from  these  depredators,  yet  with  our  present 
force  we  hope  to  check  this  increase  of  crime. 

P  CASES,  OR  OASES  RELATING  TO  MAILS  DISPATCHED  TO  OR  RECEIVED 

FROM  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES. 

Inquiries  and  complaints  relating  to  international  mail  matter,  for- 
warded to  or  from  foreign  countries,  and  in  transit  across  the  United 
States  to  a  foreign  country,  are  designated  F  cases.  For  the  most  part 
these  cases  are  simply  inquiries  relative  to  the  delivery  of  foreign  mat- 
ter which  necessarily  require  considerable  correspondence ;  but  few  need 
personal  investigation  by  an  inspector.  During  the  year  there  were 
received  16,177  cases  of  this  class,  of  which  10,005  related  to  registered 
matter,  5,440  to  the  ordinary  mail,  and  132  were  of  a  miscellaneous 
nature,  l^ine  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  cases  were  reported  from 
domestic  sources,  and  7,027  originated  in  foreign  countries.  In  addition 
to  the  16,177  cases  received  there  should  be  added  3,282  cases  which 
were  on  hand  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  making  a  total  of 
19,459  cases  on  hand  and  received  during  the  year.  Of  this  number 
15,373  cases  were  closed.  Investigation  in  9,550  of  these  cases  showed 
that  no  loss  had  occurred  within  the  limits  of  the  domestic  service;  35 
case8  related  to  money-order  and  registered  matter  in  which  collections 
were  made  and  the  amounts  so  collected  disbursed  through  this  office; 
22  cases  affecting  registered  matter  were  closed  as  chargeable  to  bur- 
glary or  burning  of  post-offices,  and  130  cases  were  closed  in  which 
iuve-stigation  failed  to  fix  the  responsibility  for  the  losses,  either  in  the 
United  States  or  any  foreign  country.  Of  the  5,622  cases  relating  to 
ordinary  matter,  which  were  closed  during  the  year,  2,122  were  reported 
without  loss;  in  3,343  cases  the  losses  could  not  be  located;  23  cases 
related  to  international  money  orders;  45  cases  affected  lotteries,  and 
S9  cases  were  of  a  miscellaneous  character.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  4,100  cases  on  hand  partially  investigated. 

A  considerable  number  of  complaints  were  received  which  are  known 
to  relate  to  losses  sustained  by  the  wrecking  of  the  steamships  Gapulet 
and  Ailsa.  The  Captilet  was  wrecked  June  22,  1896,  on  a  voyage 
between  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  and  through  this 
casualty  most  of  the  registered  mail  dispatched  by  that  steamer  to 
St  Johns,  Newfoundland,  was  lost,  although  a  number  of  registered 
articles  were  subsequently  recovered  from  the  wreck  and  delivered  to 
the  addressees.  The  Ailsa  sank  in  New  York  Harbor  February  29, 1896, 
and  the  registered  mail  which  was  on  board  at  the  time  has  not  been 
recovered. 

The  number  of  inquiries  and  replies  received  during  the  year  which 
required  translation  into  English  amounted  to  10,335.  Of  this  number 
5,601  were  translated  in  the  foreign-mail  division  of  the  Second  Assist- 
ant Postmaster- General's  Bureau  and  4,734  were  translated  by  our 
own  force.  For  the  most  part  these  translations  were  from  the  French 
and  German  languages,  but  there  were  quite  a  number  in  Spanish  and 
Scandinavian. 

The  following  summary  of  foreign  cases  shows  the  number  and  char- 
acter of  reports  received,  the  number  disposed  of  during  the  current 
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year,  those  remaining  on  hand  from  the  previous  year,  and  the  cases 
which  are  now  iu  an  uncompleted  condition: 

Summary  of  F  eoBes, 

[Showing  the  number  on  hand,  received,  and  disposed  of  during  the  fiscal  year,  ind 
the  number  not  completed  at  the  beginning  of  the  carrent  year,  July  1,  1897.] 

Cases  on  hand  July  1, 1896 3,282 

Cases  received  during  the  year  relating  to  regiaterod  ma tter 10, 605 

Cases  received  relating  to  ordinary  matter 5,4i0 

Cases  received  of  a  miscellaneous  character 132 

Total 19,4i)9 

Cases  reported  from  foreign  sources 7,027 

Cases  reported  from  domestic  sources 9,150 

Total : 16,m 

Cases  closed,  reported  during  the  carrent  year 13,128 

Cases  closed,  reported  in  previous  years.... 3,231 

Total  cases  closed 13,^ 

Registered  cases  closed  without  loss  in  the  domestic  servi ce 9, 590 

Registered  cases,  and  money-order  cases  in  which  collections  were  made,  and 

the  amounts  paid  through  this  office 35 

Registered  cases  closed,  involving  burj^laries  or  burning  of  post-offices 22 

Registered  cases  closed,  relating  to  **  rifling/'  not  located 130 

Total  so  closed 9,737 

Ordinary  cases  closed  without  loss 2,122 

Ordinary  cases  closed,  loss  not  located 3,343 

Cases  relating  to  international  money  orders 23 

Cases  relating  to  lotteries 45 

Other  cases  of  a  miscellaneous  character 89 

Total 6,fi22 

Total  number  of  registered  cases  closed  during  the  year 9, 737 

Total  ordinary  and  miscellaneous  cases  closed 5,6Q 

Total  cases  remaining  on  hand,  uiiflnished,  July  1,  1897 4, 100 

Total : 19,459 

ARRESTS  FOR  OFFENSES  AGAINST  THE  POSTAL  LAWS. 

The  total  number  of  arrests  made  daring  the  fiscal  year,  as  shown  by 
Exhibit  I,  was  1,632.  Of  this  number  105  were  postmasters,  44  were 
assistant  postmasters,  47  were  clerks  in  post-offices,  11  were  railway 
post-office  clerks,  24  were  letter  carriers,  30  were  mail  carriers,  and  11 
others  were  employed  iu  minor  positions  in  the  postal  service. 

The  total  number  of  post-office  burglars  arrested  was  348,  and  the 
remainder  of  924  were  persons  in  no  way  connects  with  tne  postal 
service. 

Of  the  total  number  arrested  (1,632),  912  cases  were  disposed  of  in 
the  United  States  courts,  resulting  in  583  convictions;  3  died  awaiting 
trial  and  2  escsiped  from  custody,  leaving  627  cases  pending  in  the 
United  States  courts  on  July  1, 1897.  In  the  State  courts  62  cases  were 
disposed  of,  resulting  in  58  convictions  and  leaving  26  cases  awaiting 
trial  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 
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The  following  ia  a  comparative  stateineut  of  the  depredatious  and 
casualties  of  this  class  for  the  past  decade: 


Year. 


18S7 
lim 
ISS» 
1890 
U91 
]893 
1H93 
18M 
1896 
1806 
IW7 

1887. 
1887. 


Number 

of  DOS  t- 

omcos. 


66,157 
57,876 
58.(90 
6*i,40l 
64,.T29 
67,119 
68,403 
6ti,805 
70,064 
70,360 
71,022 


55,157 
71,022 


roet. 
Inoreaae.     offlcee 
biuTDed. 


P0reenL 


4 

8 
6 
3 

4 

2 

3 

0.3 

1 

0.0 


296 
348 
371 
358 


28.7 


408 
5?0 
568 
532 
532 
500 

298" 
500 


locreRee. 


Per  cent 


17 
7 

*4 
24 
18 
6 
5 
•4 


a.  06 


Poetr 
ofBcee 
burglar- 
ised. 


620 

683 

840 

872 

868 

1,108 

1,196 

1,621 

1,561 

1,474 

1,573 


67.8 


620 
1,573 


Increaee. 


Ptre^iU, 


10 
24 

3 

0.6 
28 

8 
36 
*2 
*1.06 

0.9 


163.8 


Burglars 
arrested. 


182 
172 
1K4 
131 
178 
203 
228 
351 
423 
470 
419 


132 
419 


Increase. 


PeronU. 


80 

7 
*29 
36 
14 
12 
53 
23 

1.1 
*1.1 


217.4 


*  Decrease. 

From  these  records  it  will  appear  that,  while  the  number  of  post-offices 
in  the  United  States  has  increased  28.7  per  cent  during  the  last  decade, 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  post-offices  destroyed  during  that  period 
ha»  been  C7.8  per  cent,  while  the  number  of  post-office  robberies  has 
increased  153.8  per  cent.  This  condition  might  appear  somewhat  alarm- 
ing were  it  not-oftaet  by  the  fact  that  the  number  of  burglars  arrested 
shows  an  increase  of  217.4  per  cent. 

BSWARDS. 

The  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  post-office  burglaries  during 
1894,  when  1,621  robberies  of  this  character  were*  reported,  impressed 
upon  the  Department  the  necessity  for  employing  some  heroic  remedy 
to  check  this  class  of  depredations,  and  as  a  result  it  was  determined  to 
offer  standing  rewards  for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  post- 
office  burglars.  By  this  means  a  more  general  and  hearty  cooperation 
has  been  secured  on  the  part  of  local  officers,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
burglars  themselves  must  appreciate  the  fact  that  they  are  now  under 
the  surveillance  of  the  entire  police  and  detective  forces  of  the  United 
States;  and  although  the  number  of  robberies  reported  during  1897 
shows  an  increase  over  the  number  reported  for  the  previous  year,  the 
Aggregate  is  48  less  than  were  reported  during  1894,  while  the  total 
number  of^post-offices  has  been  increased  by  2,217. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  the  rewards  offered  by  the  Postmaster-Gen- 
eral for  the  appreliension  and  conviction  of  post-office  burglars,  and  the 
wisdom  of  continuing  the  same,  can  not  be  questioned. 

Daring  the  fiscal  year  1897, 129  claims  for  reward  were  filed.  Of 
this  number,  111  pertain  to  the  robbery  of  post-offices  and  18  to  high- 
way robbery  of  the  mails  on  railroads  and  stage  routes.  Fifty-one  of 
these  claims  were  paid,  23  were  disallowed,  and  55  are  still  pending. 
The  aggregate  amount  disbursed  for  rewards  during  1897  was  $19,500. 
Of  this  sum,  $14,800  was  for  post-office  burglars  and  $4,700  for  train 
and  stage  robbers.  Of  the  total  amount  disbursed,  $1,950  was  paid 
£h>m  the  appropriation  for  1895,  $11,350  from  the  appropriation  for 
1896,  and  $6,200  firom  the  appropriation  for  1897. 

AlthDugh  only  $6,200  has  been  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  rewards 
for  1807,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  $18,800  on  July  1, 1897,  it 
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must  be  remembered  that  a  majority  of  the  claims  now  pending  pertain 
to  offenses  committed  or  arrests  made  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  and 
if  finally  allowed  must  be  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  that  year. 
In  addition  to  the  claims  pending,  a  number  of  burglars  have  been 
arrested  who  were  awaiting  trial  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  claims 
for  rewards  in  these  cases  can  not  be  filed  until  after  conviction.  The 
adjustment  of  these  claims,  all  of  which  pertain  to  the  fiscal  year  1887, 
will  doubtless  consume  the  entire  balance  of  $18,800  available  for  that 
purpose.  In  this  connection  attention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  thesam 
of  $11,350  has  been  disbursed  during  the  last  fiscal  year  from  the  appro- 
priation for  1896.  This  disbursement  is  explained,  as  above  indicated, 
by  the  fact  that  claims  pertaining  to  the  previous  year  were  brought 
forward  and  finally  adjusted  and  paid  during  the  last  year  from  the 
appropriation  for  1896. 

MONEYS  RECEIVED  AND  RETURNED  TO  OWNERS. 

A  large  amount  of  money  is  turned  in  to  the  Department  annaally 
by  post-office  inspectors,  a  portion  of  which  is  recovered  from  mail 
thieves  or  voluntarily  returned  by  them  or  their  friends,  and  the  remain* 
der  is  found  loose  in  the  mails  or  collected  as  a  disciplinary  measure 
from  the  employees  of  the  service  through  whose  neglect  or  careless- 
ness losses  have  occurred.  This  money  is  disbursed  to  the  owners 
through  this  office  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  the  amoai>t8 
received  and  disbursed  during  the  last  fiscal  year  are  set  forth  in  the 
following  tabulated  statement: 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  remaining  over  from  fiscal  year  1896,  representing  col- 
lections made  during  that  and  previous  years $2, 137. 55 

Total  amount  recovered  and  collected  (and  received  at  the 
Department)  daring  the  fiscal  year  1897 8,426.52 

Total  amount  to  be  accounted  for $10,564.07 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Total  amount  restored  to  owners: 

In  694  Class  A  cases  (reported  losses  in  domestic  ro^i8tore<l  mail). .. .  |s7, 290.65 

In  134  Class  B  cases  (reported  losses  in  ordinary  mail) 360.17 

In  26  Class  C  cases  (reported  losses  from  miscellaneous  cases) 180.02 

In  4  Class  D  cases 292.55 

In  35  Class  F  cases  (reported  losses  in  foreign  registered  and  uuregis- 

teredmail) 259.  (B 

In  29  special  cases  (not  regularly  classified) 592. 62 

Balance  remaining  unexpended  at  the  end  of  fiscal  year  1897 1,589.0( 

Total 10,564.07 

Comparative  atatementf  by  fiscal  yearSffor  the  period  from  IS87  to  18S7. 


Year. 


1887 

1888 

1889 i 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

Totftl 


Amount 
OD  hnnd. 


$1,625.07 
550.50 
088.23 
2. 582. 90 
5.  2:{3. 54 
2, 776. 55 
1,909.42 
3,078.15 
4,456.50 
3,  282. 88 
2, 137. 55 


28,321.44 


Net 
receipt«. 


$11,548.13 
12, 347. 57 
16, 406. 42 
17, 619.  81 
18, 908. 91 
16,527.79 
11,754.34 
18,284.66 
11,628.22 
7,796.64 
8,426.52 


146,249.01 


Total  to  be 

aocouoted 

for. 


$13, 173. 20 
12,898.16 
17, 094. 65 
20, 202. 71 
24, 142.  45 
19,304.34 
13,663.76 
16  362.81 
16,084.78 
11,079.52 
10,664.07 


174,670.48 


Disburse- 
meoto. 


$12, 
12, 

U, 
14, 
21. 
17, 
10, 

11, 

12, 

«, 

8, 


622.61 
209.9.1 
511.75 
961».  17 
365.00 
394.92 
585.61 
906.36 
801.90 
041.97 
975.03 


146^285.04 


Balance. 


$56059 

688.23 
2,5S190 
5,23.1,54 
3,776.56 
1,900.43 
3, 078. 15 
4,456.56 
3,282.i« 
1137.5S 
1,589.M 


28,183.41 


FOURTH  ASSISTANT INSPECTORS  AND  MAIL  DEPREDATIONS.      805 

INSPECTION  OP  POSTOPPICES, 

I  find  that  daring  the  past  four  years  no  systematic  effort  has  been 
made  in  the  work  of  inspecting  post-offices.  It  is  true  an  order  was 
made  by  direction  of  this  bureau,  on  November  14, 1896,  for  an  investi- 
gation of  <all  Presidential  post-offices,  but  other  important  work  on  hand 
prevented  the  carrying  out  of  this  order  as  effectually  as  was  contem- 
plated, and  this  was  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the  inadequacy  of  the 
force  of  inspectors. 

The  inspection  of  post  offices,  next  to  that  of  locating  depredators 
on  the  mails,  is  the  most  important  work*  to  which  inspectors  are 
assigned;  and  it  is  clearly  apparent  that  this  was  the  view  taken  when 
the  name  of  ^^ special  agent"  was  changed  to  <^ inspector "  some  years 
since.  It  is  contemplated  making  a  more  comprehensive  effort  in  the 
inspection  of  iK)st-offices,  to  the  end  that  all  Presidential  offices  may  be 
inspected  at  least  as  often  as  once  a  year;  and  that  all  money-order 
X>ost-offices  may  be  subjected  to  the  same  treatment  as  frequently  as 
the  other  work  in  hand  will  permit. 

It  is  proiK)sed  in  the  cases  of  the  larger  offices  to  make  the  inspections 
more  thorough  than  is  required  on  the  blank  forms  used  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  carrying  oat  this  proposed  change,  more  time  will  necessarily 
be  spent  in  the  post-offices  in  the  large  cities,  in  their  inspection,  than 
has  heretofore  been  the  case. 

The  reason  for  making  frequent  inspections  of  post-offices  are  so 
numerous  and  so  apparent  that  I  do  not  deem  it  essential  to  mention 
them  in  detail.  These  inspections  should  be  made  not  only  for  protect- 
ing the  interest  of  the  Department,  but  also  in  the  interestof  the  patrons 
of  the  post-offices,  in  that  postmasters  may  be  properly  instmcted  as 
to  their  duties  so  far  as  they  relate  to  their  obligations  to  the  general 
public  in  the  way  of  giving  the  very  best  service  possible  of  attainment. 

INQUIRY  DIVISIONS. 

In  the  larger  post-offices  a  great  majority  of  complaints  of  losses  and 
irregularities  are  referred  to  the  Inquiry  Division  for  initial  treatment 
by  correspondence  or  otherwise.  These  divisions  bear  the  same  relation 
to  the  offices  of  inspectors  in  charge  as  the  mailing  and  dispatehing 
divisions  in  post-offices  bear  to  the  Railway  Mail  Service  superintend- 
ente,  who  have  a  supervisory  control  over  them. 

BOOKS  AND  BLANKS. 

An  investigation  of  the  methods  of  keeping  the  accounts  of  the 
inspectors  division,  both  in  the  Department  and  at  the  different  divi- 
sion headqnarters,  develoi>ed  the  fact  that  the  system  was  not  only 
unbusinesslike  but  unsafe,  and  as  the  result  of  this  investigation  a  new 
set  of  books  and  blanks,  which  will  greatly  improve  the  methods  of 
keeping  the  records  of  the  division,  is  now  bqjng  prepared,  and  will 
soon  be  in  operation  both  in  the  Department  and  at  the  division  head- 
quarters. 

THBPT  BY  RAILWAY  POSTAL  CLERKS  NOT  A  CONTINUOUS  OFFENSE. 

It  has  frequently  happened  that  railway  postal  clerks,  who  have  been 
arrested  for  violations  of  the  postal  laws,  have  escaped  punishment  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  the  railway  lines  on  which  they  were  employed 
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were  embraced  in  two  different  jndicial  distiicts,  which  renders  it 
impossible  to  always  locate  the  venae. 

NEW  EDITION  OF  THE  POSTAL  LAWS  AND  RBOULATTONS. 

'So  edition  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  I^egiilations  has  been  published 
since  1893.  Since  that  time  many  new  laws  relating  to  postal  subjects 
have  been  enacted,  and  many  new  rulings  and  regulations  have  been 
added,  none  of  which  appear  in  the  volume  now  in  use,  but  are  pub- 
lished from  year  to  year  in  the  annual  Postal  Guide,  making  it  cumber- 
some and  voluminous.  The  urgent  necessity  for  a  new  e£tion  of  the 
Postal  Laws  and  Regulations  is  clearly  apparent. 

SPECIAL  OASES. 

The  duties  of  post-office  inspectors  are  varied.  An  inspector  shonld 
not  only  be  an  expert  accountant,  but  a  man  thoroughly  familiar  with 
every  branch  of  the  postal  service  in  all  of  its  detail  operations.  Fre- 
quently they  are  called  upon  to  take  charge  of  important  x>o8t-office8  in 
cases  of  defalcation  and  when  the  accounts  are  in  a  confused  and  almost 
unintelligible  condition.  The  successful  post-office  inspector  must  not 
only  have  the  qualifications  referred  to  above,  but  he  must  also  be  a 
detective  of  superior  skill,  and  that  many  of  our  inspectors  have  such 
ability  in  a  high  degree  is  demonstrated  by  the  following  incidents: 

A  SOBBRBT  BY  OOLUCOB  8TUDBNT8. 

A  vault  in  the  post-office  at  a  certain  college,  located  in  the  college 
library  building,  was  wrecked  by  explosives  on  the  night  of  April  (i, 
1897,  and  $2,259  was  stolen  therefrom,  indicating  the  presence  of  the 
professional  burglar,  for  whose  arrest  a  liberal  reward  was  offered  by 
the  local  authorities.  But  the  inspector's  suspicion,  based  alone  upon 
the  quantity  of  the  explosive  used,  as  evidenced  by  its  disastrous  effects, 
led  him  to  follow  the  theory  that  it  was  the  work  of  novices;  and  in 
pursuit  of  this  line  of  thought  a  quiet  investigation  monUis  later  devel- 
oped that  a  17-year-old  son  of  the  aged  postmaster,  who  was  also  secre- 
tary of  the  college,  and  who  was  well  known  for  his  own  sterling  honesty 
and  integrity,  was  indulging  in  expenditures  far  beyond  his  means,  such 
as  the  purchase  of  diamond  rings,  etc.,  and  that  since  the  closing  of  the 
school  he  had  been  sending  numerous  express  xmckages  to  a  chum  in  « 
distant  city,  whose  association  had  also  brought  him  under  suspicion. 
When  confronted  with  these  circumstances  Mid  flatly  accused,  the  boy 
strenuously  denied  all  knowledge  of  the  crime,  and  successfully  with- 
stood a  ^^  sweating  process"  of  two  hours'  duration  in  a  mann^  hardly 
to  have  been  exi)ected  from  one  of  his  years;  but  he  immediately 
availed  himself  of  the  opportunity  to  convey  a  note  of  warning  to  hu 
partner  (which  opportunity  the  inspector  considerately  afforded  him 
by  a  temporary  release^,  and  was  neatly  trapped  by  an  interception  of 
his  communication,  which  resulted  in  bringing  the  boys  together  and 
in  obtaining  a  completl  confession  ft'om  ea^,  and  also  in  the  recovery 
of  $1,565  of  the  stolen  money. 

The  robbery  was  planned  and  executed  by  these  two  lads,  as  follows: 
The  safe  was  unlocked  by  the  ]>ostmnster's  son,  who  knew  the  combi- 
nation and  who  withdrew  the  money,  after  which  the  other  placed  a 
stick  of  dynamite  on  the  lock  behind  the  vault  door,  which  he  closed^ 
lighted  the  fuse,  and  fled  before  the  explosion  oocoired,  which  gave  the 
job  a  professional  aspect,  and  which  later  was  tiie  canse  of  the  aarrest 
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of  two  notorious  ^^safe  blowers"  by  private  detectives,  who  sought  to 
opnnect  them  with  the  burglary. 

This  crime,  which  destroyed  the  happiness  of  two  of  the  most  respect- 
able families  in  the  State,  seems  all  the  more  strange  on  account  of  the 
utter  lack  of  an  actuating  motive  to  prompt  the  deed,  as  the  partici- 
pants were  college  associates,  bearing  good  veputations  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  who  were  furnished  with  ample  means  for  all  their  needs 
by  indulgent  parents. 

THB  YAROWSRY  GAMO. 

The  above  case  refers  to  the  robbery  of  a  post  office,  but  the  duties 
of  the  inspector  are  not  alone  confined  to  this  class  of  criminals.  The 
pnr[)ose  of  the  criminal  may  be  to  swindle  a  citizen  in  a  mercantile 
transaction  or  a  business  enterprise,  and  if  he  uses  the  mails  in  con- 
summating his  design  it  comes  within  the  scope  of  the  inspector's  duty 
to  apprehend  him  in  his  purpose.  This  is  illustrated  by  Jthe  suppression 
of  a  band  of  a  dozen  Polish  Jews,  known  as  the  ^^Yarowsky  gang," 
who  had  successfully  conducted  big  swindling  schemes  in  western 
Pennsylvania  since  1889,  resulting  in  very  extensive  losses  to  the  whole- 
sale merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  North  and  East,  by  a  Phila- 
delphia inspector,  whose  attention  was  attracted  to  these  parties  by 
their  illegal  employment  of  the  United  States  mails  in  the  transaction 
of  a  fraudulent  business. 

The  carefully  planned  methods  and  the  systematic  execution  of  the 
work  of  these  keen  rascals  proved  them  most  elusive  individuals.  The 
leaders  of  the  gang  were  Charles,  Harry,  and  Abe  Yarowsky,  brothers, 
and  Charles  Knbinsky,  one  of  whom  would,  under  an  assumed  name, 
open  a  store  in  a  small  town,  where  he  would  at  first  pay  cash  for  small 
orders  of  goods,  and  by  making  false  reports  to  commercial  agencies 
would  succeed  in  obtaining  a  s<atisfactory  business  rating  as  the  basis 
of  future  operations.  Then  would  follow  an  onslaught  upon  the  sus- 
ceptible victims  who  filled  his  numerous  orders.  While  boots  and  shoes 
seemed  to  be  thdr  most  desirable  articles  of  <<  purchase,"  yet  they 
branched  out  into  wagons,  spices,  law  books,  pianos,  refrigerators, 
typewriters,  and  safes,  and,  in  fact,  neglected  no  industry  which  could 
be  successfully  *' touched."  When  the  goods  arrived  at  the  depot  they 
would  be  immediately  reshipped,  after  obliterating  the  marks,  to  some 
unimportant  station,  and  there  carted  to  a  storehouse  in  a  mountain 
retreat  near  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  and  would  be  eventually  disposed  of 
through  the  medium  of  the  Polish  Jew  peddler.  Dunning  letters  were 
ignored  and  personal  visits  from  creditors  were  useless,  as  the  party 
in  whose  name  the  business  was  being  conducted  could  never  be  found. 
When  closely  pressed  and  safety  demanded  seclusion,  an  instantaneous 
change  of  base  would  occur;  the  goods  in  stock  would  be  sold  by  the 
sheriff,  under  judgment  confessed,  to  a  friend,  and  the  operator  would 
seek  greener  fields  and  fresher  victims  under  another  name.  Tn  Cata 
wissa,  Pa.,  the  mannger  of  the  business  was  known  as  Conrad  Herring; 
at  Lykens,  as  Bernard  Wilson;  at  Nanticoke,  as  Charles  Sherman;  at 
Berwick,  as  Harry  Miller;  at  Bloomsburg,  as  John  H.  Schmidt;  and 
at  Danville,  as  Bernard  Wagner.  Much  of  the  convicting  evi<lence 
which  carried  these  swindlers  to  the  penitentiary,  where  Charles  Rubin- 
sky  died,  was  secured  by  the  inspector  on  a  midnight  trip  when  cau- 
tiously followingaload  of  the  plunder  to  its  hiding  place  in  the  mountains. 

PROFESSIONAL  BURGLARS  AND  ROBBKRS. 

One  of  the  most  successful  and  probably  the  most  important  enter- 
prises in  which  our  inspectors  participated  during  the  year  was  the 
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captnriDg  and  breaking  ap  of  a  band  of  burglars  and  bank  robbers  who 
had  their  headquarters  at  Hanover,  Kans.  During  the  sninmer  avd  fall 
of  1896  the  indiscriminate  robberies  of  post-oflices,  depots,  and  banks  in 
the  northern  counties  of  Kansas  and  the  southern  section  of  Nebraska 
were  of  such  frequent  occurrence  as  to  keep  the  law-abidiiig  portion  of 
those  communities  in  a  s4ate  of  perpetual  excitement  and  terror.  It  was 
plain  that  the  region  was  infested  with  an  organized  gang  of  burglars. 
A  detail  from  the  in  spector's  force  was  directed  to  cooperate  with  a  special 
agent  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  Company  and  the  State  aathori- 
ties  in  a  united  effort  to  locate  the  depredators  and  ]>lace  them  behind 
the  bars.  Instructions  were  given  to  secure  their  npprehension,  if  pos- 
sible, and  to  assist  in  their  prosecution  for  the  commission  of  anjoifcDse 
for  which  they  could  be  held,  whether  for  post-ofHce  robbery  or  not 
At  Hanover,  Kans.,  A.  A.  Baird,  alias  "Big  Al.;^'  E.  J.  Fuller,  and 
Fred  Whitling  were  arrested  for  robbing  a  bank  at  Davenport,  Nebr., 
on  November  18. 

Fuller  is  an  all-round  crook;  Baird,  whose  real  name  is  Connellj^ 
served  a  term  in  the  Sioux  Falls  Penitentiary,  under  the  name  of 
Arthur  Inman,  for  the  robbery  of  the  post-office  at  Wentworth,  S.  Dak.; 
while  Whitling,  the  captain  of  the  gang,  is  a  saloon  keeper  and  a 
"fence"  at  Hanover,  his  "dive"  being  the  ea«y  resort  and  haven  of 
refuge  for  such  characters  a«  Baird  and  Fuller,  "Syracuse  Slim," 
"Jimmie  Burns,"  and  "  St.  Louis  Sam,"  and  other  noted  criminals  of 
record.  It  is  stated  that  it  was  not  a  very  uncommon  occurrence  to 
see  from  twenty- five  to  thirty  ctooks  in  Hanover  at  one  time,  when  it 
was  their  practice  to  take  their  plunder  over  to  St.  Joe  and  Grand 
Island  roundhouse  and  there  dispose  of  it  by  sale  to  certain  citizens  of 
the  village.  Jim  Burns  and  "St.  Louis  Sam"  were  subsequently 
arrested  lor  different  offenses,  when  the  former  was  recognized  as  one 
of  the  men  who  murdered  Nick  Yager,  late  marshal  atTablerock,Nebr., 
while  attempting  the  arrest  of  Burns  and  a  companion  in  the  early 
summer,  for  which  crime  Burns  is  now  serving  a  six-year  sentence. 

All  of  the  parties  named,  with  a  single  exception,  have  been  tried, 
convicted,  sentenced,  and  imprisoned  for  long  terms  by  the  State 
courts,  and  it  is  probable  that  two  <»r  more  of  them  can  be  indicted  for 
the  robberies  of  the  post-offices  at  Hollenburg,  Kans.,  Belleville,  Kans., 
and  Hebron,  Nebr. 

The  importance  of  this  work  is  easily  seen  in  the  fact  that  not  a  sin- 
gle post-office  robbery  in  this  territory  was  reported  for  months  after 
these  arrests,  while  they  had  previously  averaged  two  a  week. 

THE  LA  RAW  AT  CASK. 

Probably  no  arrest  and  conviction  during  the  year  illustrates  more 
perfectly  the  patience,  perseverance,and  skill  of  our  post  office  inspectors 
in  protecting  the  mail  from  depredations  than  that  of  Harry  Laraway, 
who  was  not  an  employee  of  the  postal  service,  but  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  Company.  His  depredations  were  particularly  embarrassing 
to  the  Government,  however,  as  they  were  confined  to  the  Canadian- 
American  mail,  to  which  he  had  ea^y  access  at  the  depot  in  Detroit, 
when  in  his  care  at  night  while  waiting  to  make  connection  with  i be 
western  trains.  His  method  was  to  rip  open  the  canvas  mail  bag,  and 
extract  a  package  of  letters  therefrom,  then  sew  the  rent  and  send  the 
bag  on  to  its  destination.  In  this  way  the  pouch  wa«  never  missing, 
and  only  part  of  the  contents  failed  to  arrive  as  addressed,  which  made 
it  very  difficult  to  locate  the  thief;  for  the  depredations  might  have 
occurred  at  either  the  mailing  or  distiibuting  office  in  Canada,  on  the 
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Canadian  mail  trains,  at  the  transfer  office  in  Detroit,  on  the  American 
postal  ears,  or  at  tbe  office  of  destination.  It  was  a  most  perplexing 
case  to  nnravel,  for  the  ripping  of  the  seams  and  the  resewing  were 
very  deftly  done,  and  would  escape  any  bnt  the  most  minnte  inspection. 
After  many  plana  had  been  formed,  many  experiments  made,  and 
many  theories  exhausted  as  to  the  source  of  these  depredations,  which 
had  occasioned  months  of  hnrd  work,  mental  anxiety,  and  worry  to  the 
inspectors,  and  an  immeasurable  amount  of  trouble,  inconvenience,  and 
business  complications  to  the  general  public  and  the  banking  iiisti- 
tutions  of  this  country  and  Canada,  it  was  discovered  one  day,  when  a 
Canadian  bag  arrived,  that  it  had  been  re])aired  in  one  of  its  seams 
with  a  yellow  thread,  quite  unlike  the  kind  with  which  the  bag  was 
originally  sewed.  It  was  ascertained  that  no  such  thread  was  used  at 
the  repair  shops,  and  a  close  examination  showed  that  the  rip  was  large 
enough  to  admit  the  passage  of  a  package  of  letters.  This  slender 
clue  was  followed  diligently,  but  it  was  weeks  before  the  case  was 
brought  to  a  successful  termination.  Postal  clerks  were  tested  and 
watched,  transfer  clerks  in  both  Detroit  and  Chicago  were  kept  under 
close  espionage.  The  mail  bags  were  shadowed  from  the  time  they 
were  unloaded  from  the  car  in  Chicago  until  they  Were  delivered  in  the 
Chicago  post-office,  and  were  most  closely  examined  after  received.  In 
the  meantime  the  inspector,  who  was  watching  with  equal  anxiety  and 
vigilance  at  Detroit,  became  satisfied  that  Laraway  was  causing  the 
trouble,  as  a  quiet  search  of  his  room  and  of  the  clothing  therein 
revealed  the  presence  of  small  ravelings  of  yellow  thread,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  work  was  simply  a  question  of  time  and  patience.  A 
hole  was  bored  in  the  floor  of  the  mail  room,  under  which  the  inspector 
crawled  and  watched.  His  efforts  were  at  last  rewarded  by  plainly 
seeing  Laraway  commit  the  theft  as  before  recited ;  and  it  was  well  that 
his  evidence  was  direct  rather  than  circumstantial,  and  that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  slip  in  the  chain,  for  the  case  was  most  bitterly  fought 
at  the  trial,  which  resulted  in  Laraway's  conviction. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  recommen- 
dations, some  of  which  were  made  by  my  predecessor  in  his  last  annual 
report : 

That  the  statute  relating  to  bail  bonds  be  so  amended  as  to  make  the 
bond  a  lien  against  the  property  scheduled  therein,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  immediate  transfer  of  such  property  and  other  chicanery  often 
resorted  to  by  criminals  and  their  friends  in  their  efforts  to  defeat  the 
ends  of  justice.    Such  a  law  is  now  extant  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

That  section  211,  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations  of  1893,  be  amended 
so  as  to  provide  also  for  the  punishment  of  assistant  postmasters  or 
clerks  who  shall  make  false  claims  of  cancellation. 

That  a  severer  penalty  be  provided  for  employees  of  the  service  who 
may  be  found  guilty  of  embezzling  or  destroying  newspaper  mail. 

That  articles  found  loose  in  the  mails  be  sent  to  the  office  of  the 
inspector  in  charge  of  the  division  in  which  such  articles  are  found, 
for  identification  with  complaints  of  losses  on  file  in  his  office;  such 
articles  to  be  held  at  division  headquarters  for  one  year,  and  if  not 
identified  within  that  time  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Dead-Letter  Office. 
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That  the  Inqairy  Division  of  the  post-offices  in  the  larger  cities  where 
there  is  a  division  headquarters  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  the 
respective  inspectors  in  charge  of  such  divisions.  This,  I  am  satisfied, 
would  result  in  saving  much  time,  labor,  and  expense. 

An  amendment  to  the  statute  making  depredations  by  railway  postal 
clerks  a  continuous  offense,  in  order  to  avoid  the  difficult  task  of  prov- 
ing iu  which  particular  judicial  district  the  offense  was  committed. 

That  more  stringent  statutes  be  enacted  covering  ^^ green  goods"  and 
obscene  matter,  aud  in  this  connection  the  amending  of  section  334, 
Postal  Laws  and  Regulations  of  1893  (B.  S.,  sec.  5480),  relating  to 
'^  green  goods"  and  schemes  to  defraud,  making  these  offenses  contiua- 
0U8,  as  is  now  the  law  concerning  lottery  cases  under  section  331,  Pos- 
tal Laws  and  Begulations  of  1893,  as  amended,  the  purpose  being  to 
avoid  obstructions  to  and  miscarriage  of  justice  incident  to  trials  in 
some  large  cities,  where  criminals  have  many  friends  and  sympathizers. 

That  inasmuch  sis  twenty  inspectors,  heretofore  paid  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  money  order  business,  are  now  paid  from  the  appropriation 
for  mail  depredations  and  post-office  inspectors,  I  recommend  an 
increase  of  $30,000  in  said  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  30, 1899. 

That  steps  be  taken  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable  to  provide  a 
hew  edition  of  the  Postal  Laws  and  Regulations. 

That,  in  order  to  provide  greater  safety  and  security  to  letters  sent 
in  the  registered  mails,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  a  special  stamped 
envelope  of  superior  material,  of  the  denomination  of  10  cents,  be 
adopted;  and  that  all  i)ersons  who  desire  to  register  letters  be  indaoed 
to  purchase  these  envelopes  at  t^e  face  value  of  the  stamp,  as  is  nov 
the  case  with  postal  cards.  The  number  of  accidents  and  losses  which 
now  happen  to  registered  letters,  especially  to  those  of  the  foreign  ciaas, 
on  account  of  the  inferior  envelopes  generally  used,  would  certainly 
seem  to  justify  this  recommendation. 

That  the  subject  of  the  use  of  postage  stamps  as  currency  be  takeo 
up  and  considered,  with  the  view  of  effecting  some  legislation,  which, 
if  it  would  not  entirely  do  away  with  them  as  a  medium  of  exchange^ 
may  at  least  curtail  the  extent  of  their  use  in  this  manner. 
Very  resx)ectfully, 

J.  L.  Bbistow, 
Fourth  Assistant  Postnmster- (J eneral 

The  Postmasteb-Genebajl. 


EXHIDI 


KolOM. 


Btatfet  ftnd  Terrltorieii. 


Alftbaau 

AlMkft 

ArlBODft 

ArkaiMM... 

CAUrornU 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

DoUwuro 

DUtrlct  of  ColambU 

Florida 

G«wrgia 

Idaho 

lUlnoi* 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory  — 

Iowa 

Kannaii 

KeutiH^ky 

LoiilMiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

MaaAAchutetta 

Micliigiin 

MinncNota 

MiMiNNillpl 

MliMourl 

Montana 

Nebraaka 

Nevada 

New  HampMhire 

New  Jemey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

North  DakoU 

Ohio 

Okkhoma 

Oregon 

Penneyl  vania 

Rhodaleland 

Houth  Carolina 

Houth  Dakota 

Tenneseee 

Texaa 

UUh 

Vermont 

VirgluU 

Waahinff  ton 

Weet  VTrginla 

Wleconain 

Wyoming 


Grand  total 


21 


7 

4« 
36 
U 
27 


101 
U 
25 
M 
73 
23 
11 
88 
22 
20 
81 
0 
17 
20 
20 

sa 

40 
M 
10 
17 


I 

I 


I 

i 
i 


2 

i' 


0 
10 
14 
10ft 
17 
18 
4A 
14 
14 
64 

8 
11 
U 
20 
00 
10 

2 
82 
18 
14 
20 
12 


1.288 


1 
2 


2 

i' 


10 


10 
1 
8 
11 
28 
8 
8 
1 


6 
0 
I 
0 
1 
0 
4 
4 
8 

13 
6 
1 

10 
4 
7 

16 

17 
4 
6 


'9 


a 


1 

2 


4 

0 
I 

20 
1 


12 
3 
0 

20 
4 
3 
1 
8 

24 
6 
2 
7 
7 

11 
1 


854 


10 


2 
2 


8 
0 
5 


10 
6 
0 
5 
10 
14 
2 
0 


6 

2 
24 


a 


5 

1 


8 


2 
1 
2 


3 

I 
1 
1 


8 
10 
2 
1 
20 
1 
3 


10 

18 


4 

1 
8 
0 
2 


373 


1 
2* 


2 
3 
2 


1 
3 
2 


40 


•8 

X 


16 


2 

30 

9 

0 

8 

1 

3 

II 

13 

8 

88 

20 

9 

to 

11 

17 

20 

2 

7 

0 

14 

12 

30 

41 

10 

15 


4 

7 
1 

:k) 

10 
2 

20 
7 
0 

49 


5 

a 

17 
34 

a 
1 

20 
8 

II 
7 
3 


111 
I 

17 

in 

71 
TO 

ei 
s 

115 
M 

110 
» 

217 

Itf 

70 


lis 

140 

10 


7t 

m 
m 

40 
M 

4 
II 
44 
44 

m 

H 
N 

no 

4ft 

M 

M 

10 

M 

» 
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Exhibit  C. — Record  o 


No  lOM. 


States  and  Territories 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Distriot  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho.., 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  TeiTltory 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massacbnsetta 

Miobigau 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri... 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah.... 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Grand  total 
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ASSISTANT mSPECTORS  AND  MAIL  DEPREDATIONS.      811 

—Nnmher  and  character  of  complaints  (by  States)  upon  which  A  otue$  were 
nd  referred  to  poet-office  inapectare  for  investigation  during  the  fiscal  yeir 
SO,  1837, 


Letters. 

Parcels. 

• 

0 
H 

• 

bc 

a 

Allej 

j^ed  caaso  of  coniplnint. 

eni- 

S  Q  <* 

1 
1 

« 

a 
5 

1 
I 

i 

• 

o 

6 

1 

pi 

5 

• 

1 

a 
B 

r 

U 
§ 

1 

1 

3 

1. 

0  z 

il 

1 

1 
1 

• 
S 

h 

5 

0 

S 

a 

2 
53 
22 
63 
62 
24 
28 

2 
ftl 
20 
45 
20 
03 
82 
31 
83 
30 
32 
84 
15 
32 
41 
88 
37 
71 
09 
20 
48 

3 
10 
18 
28 
140 
30 
21 
81 
23 
26 
66 

7 
26 
14 
36 
118 
43 

7 
49 
35 
40 
33 
18 

5 

181 

33 

200 

148 

71 

70 

4 

147 

83 

208 

55 

263 

169 

74 

87 

80 

152 

166 

24 

86 

87 

91 

97 

244 

263 

70 

74 

6 

19 

42 

58 

323 

84 

40 

254 

61 

57 

291 

12 

74 

87 

144 

261 

70 

15 

140 

57 

i:m» 

80 
32 

1 

103 
20 

125 
29 
80 
21 
4 
15 
56 

139 
20 

110 

130 
40 
36 
87 
02 
55 
10 
41 
25 
39 
40 

145 

120 
42 
20 
3 
8 
21 
20 

151 
38 
13 

130 
40 
2U 

176 

2 

40 

17 

01 

110 

20 

5 

9) 
25 
78 
30 
10 

8 
09 

10 
60 
105 
34 
46 

6 

.!..."  126 
8 

1 
...... 

3 
5 
0 

1 

3 

n 

4 
2 
3 

"2 
2 

I 
1 

3 

::::i  2 

•  •  ■  • 

3 

181 
33 

143 

70 

40 

30 

2 

4 
2 
2 

0   4 
0   1 

:»!  1 
2  1 

3 
2 

2 
2 

1 
1 

209 

148 

71 

•  •  w  • 

70 

1 

4 

bia..'   42 

8 
2 
3 

"is" 

2 

14 

1 

•} 

7 

1 

130 
20 
01 
82 

119 
35 
28 
4J 
40 
51 
91 
11 
86 
50 
40 
45 
87 

120 
22 
31 
2 
10 
Ifl 
33 

130 
34 
28 

105 
15 
30 
91 
5 
30 
19 
42 

120 
39 
9 
67 
29 
45 
4G 
18 

147 

,   60 



3 

4 
1 

1 

3 

83 

100 
33 

145 

181 
43 
50 
49 

116 
73 
4 
62 
46 
48 
53 

100 

158 
49 
23 
3 
8 
23 
20 

158 
54 
24 

167 
38 
31 

221 
5 

46 
21 

102 

136 
26 
8 
78 
21 
86 
42 
13 

•  •  •  • 

5 
2 
3 
2 

•  •  *  • 

1 
5 

12 

«  *  •  ■ 

■  «  •  * 

■  •  •  • 

1 

208 

1 
5 
1 

•  ■  •  • 

55 

10 

9, 

263 

•y  .. 

1  !.... 
J  1 

2   1 

"i 

"i' 

160 
74 

1 
1 
2 
3 

3 

""2 
6 

87 

2 
5 
6 
2 
4 

1 
1 
3 

80 

1 
1 

162 

166 

1 

24 

2 

2 
2 
3 
5 

•  •  •  ■ 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  «  ■  • 

4 
5 

86 

6 
5 

1 
2 

87 

4 
2 
4 
3 
1 
2 

1 
5 
....„ 

01 

2 
1 

1 

97 

1 
10 

2 
20 

1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  ■ 

1 

244 

263 

70 

2 

74 

0 

ro  .. 

1 
...... 

...... 

•Jo' 

1 

•  •  •  • 

1 
1 
1 
2 

19 

.... 

2 

•  *  •  • 

18 

'A 

42 

i 

1 

1 
3 

'3' 

68 

823 

84 

""2 

1 

4 

1  1  2  

1 
3 

46 

Itory 

4  '  5 
2!  1 
1  !  2 
6  '  12 

2 

"2 
1 

254 
61 

1 

67 

2 
. . .  f . . 

2 

1 

201 

2 

2 

12 

L    .  ^  . 

2 

1 
5 
3 
1 

...... 

1 

4 
1 

1 

2 

74 

'""1 

37 

'.'.'.'J     4 

1 

1 
2 

144 

2 

1 

9 

3 

261 

1. 

70 

15 

12 

3 

1 

1 
1 
1 
4 
1 

1 

X 

5 
2 
2 

101 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  «  « 

•  «  •  ■ 

1 

«  «  •  • 

1 

1 
1 
1 

140 
57 

ISO 
80 

1 

32 

I 

15 

20 

57 

ial... 

3.282 

2,033 

124 

05 

6, 534 

2,650 

i,389 

82  ,182  29 

1    1 

5.534 

812 


REPORT   OP   THE   POSTMASTER-GEKERAL. 


Exhibit  D. — Statement  of  compJaitife  received  and  result  of  complaimts  iiiref%aM,  Gam 

JJ,  ordinary  letters, 

COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED. 


Whcronmilod. 


Ainbanift 

Ark.insAs 

Califonjin 

Colorado 

Connecticut 

Delaware .\ 

Florida 

Georgia 

niin^s 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansaa 

Kentucky 

Loiiiniana 

llaine 

Maryland  . . . « 

Maaaacbusetta 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Miaaiaaippi 

Miasonn 

Kebraaka 

!N  c  vad  a 

New  Hanipabirc 

New  York  

New  Jersey 

Kortb  Canilimi 

North  DakoU 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pen  DS3'1  vania 

Rhode*  Inland 

South  Carolina 

SoutliDaikota 

Tenneaaee 

Texaa 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

Weat  Virjrinta 

'Wisconsin 

Alaaka  

Ariaona 

Diatrict  of  ColnniSia. 

Idaho  

Indian  Territory 

Montana 

New  Mexico 

Oklahoma 

rtali 

Wyomln*;   


Total 


Tt4al 

Letters. 

With  In- 
olosnrea. 

Without 
indo- 
anres. 

Pack- 
age*. 

118 

Donbcr 

ofMB- 

phiato 
raoeirsia 

217 

181 

80 

» 

338 

203 

45 

77 

415 

685 

624 

101 

088 

1.3S 

442 

366 

76 

287 

79 

600 

561 

118 

407 

tM 

103 

82 

21 

42 

I4» 

200 

ISO 

41 

82 

S 

473 

375 

98 

315 

;a 

2,713 

2,394 

319 

5.416 

KtB 

6G0 

563 

100 

356 

L0 

384 

322 

02 

286 

m 

405 

366 

40 

194 

m 

427 

876 

51 

1,220 

tiC 

300 

240 

00 

208 

m 

310 

274 

80 

146 

m 

761 

613 

148 

493 

L94 

1,754 

1,468 

291 

1,524 

t,w 

852 

710 

133 

637 

tii9 

401 

410 

84 

507 

1,« 

222 

101 

31 

70 

IH 

1,607 

1,420 

187 

1.447 

lOH 

300 

263 

43 

220 

» 

21 

10 

2 

10 

a 

144 

123 

21 

04 

» 

9,056 

6,007 

2.449 

7,813 

MM 

1,6-20 

1,246 

374 

930 

X» 

181 

150 

31 

188 

m 

54 

46 

8 

29 

IS 

1,840 

1,565 

275 

1.052 

!.« 

74 

65 

19 

152 

IS 

4,001 

8,650 

441 

2.776 

cm 

367 

267 

100 

321 

m 

146 

110 

30 

79 

S5 

74 

62 

12 

88 

U3 

315 

265 

60 

232 

SIT 

5G5 

504 

01 

2a 

m 

112 

87 

25 

59 

m 

676 

474 

102 

256 

m 

100 

82 

18 

68 

w 

152 

126 

26 

327 

471 

701 

607 

94 

301 

l.«B 

3 
52 

3 

40 

3 

12 

27 

71 

758 

677 

181 

500 

1,2» 

25 

22 

3 

10 

» 

66 

00 

6 

13 

79 

83 

06 

17 

48 

m 

40 

.       36 

4 

24 

« 

83 

80 

3 

34 

Ui 

76 

68 

18 

33 

I« 

38 

33 

6 

18 

» 

35,774 

29,194 

0,580 

31,004 

»,m 

- 


TH  ASSISTANT — INSPECTORS  AND  MAIL  DEPREDATIONS.      813 

'  D. — Statement  ofeamplainU  received  and  reeltit  of  complaint$  investigated,  Claea 

Bj  ordinary  letter* — Contiiiaed. 

RESULT  OF  COMPLAINTS  INVESTIGATED. 


Where  in.'iilcd. 

No  discov- 
ery. 

No  loss. 

Losses 
ohargeable 

to  care- 
lessness or 
depredation 
of  postal 
employees. 

Losses 

clinrge- 

able  to 

accident 

Losses 
charge- 
able to 

personH 

not  in  the 

postal 

service. 

Cases 

still  in 

bands  of 

iaspectora 

,  for  in- 

ventif^a- 

tiou. 

50 
32 

518 

134 

349 

71 

59 

35 

1,140 

150 

155 
40 

257 
00 

117 

88 

1,258 

388 

312 
23 

205 

28 

0 

86 

2,805 

447 
52 
13 

589 

69 

1,089 

177 
10 
22 

124 
88 
77 
80 
51 

221 

2G9 

1 

22 

41 

4 

7 

20 

12 

U 

11 

9 

81 

GO 

204 

314 

96 

15 

04 

132 

1,232 

228 

94 

101 

244 

72 

45 

175 

235 

210 

151 

42 

038 

148 

4 

28 

2,040 

295 

81 

25 

600 

39 

1, 103 

20 

40 

38 

97 

119 

18 

98 

-^^39 

^52 

03 

58 

120 

125 

91 

259 

18 

09 

332 

3,654 

274 

80 

100 

372 

GO 

191 

144 

542 

222 

97 

03 

1,184 

18:t 

2 

30 

7, 142 

1,190 

70 

7 

950 

5 

1,711 

122 

28 

22 

77 

205 

24 

101 

8 

25 

106 

3 

37 
3 

14 
1 
4 
5 
5 

CO 
2 

20 

T2 
4 

11 

143 

1 

159 

i  ...........•..........*... 

403 

2 

174 

ut 

399 

37 

85 

1 
0 
1 

1 
1 
2 

283 

2,022 
370 

323 

210 

, 

708 

290 

103 

1 

80 
5 
4 
5 

19 
150 

24 
3 

810 

■etta 

1,238 
605 

1. ,...,, 

2 

434 

ol 

154 

^a  ......................... 

877 

1 

182 

10 

ipshir** 

1 
10 

57 

c 

57 
10 
8 
3 
3 
4 
199 

4,803 
002 

IV. ........................ 

•ollna 

1 
1 
1 

151 

34 

1,343 
109 

inia..... 

5 

2,760 
369 

and  ................. .....^ 

olina. -. 

1 

147 

Kota. ...................... 

I 
11 
35 

29 

) 

238 

9 

353 

52 

2 

24 
2 
0 
3 

401 

4>n 

08 

rinia ..» 

175 

1.. 

1 

471 

2 

28 
205 
6 
20 
44 
18 
20 
.'55 
18 

7 
468 

4 

18 
J8 
13 
27 
39 

0 

5 

1 
2 
5 
1 
5 
13 
1 
3 

17 

f  Coliiiiibia 

1 

542 

19 

rritory .................... 

^ 

23 

48 

ico. 

10 

48 

.  ... 

1 

22 

20 

il 

11,911 

9,943 

20,813 

58 

BOA 

23,155 

814 


BEPOKT   OF   THE    POSTMA8TER-QENEBAL. 


Exhibit  E. — Numier,  nature  o/  eateSf  and  office  of  original  reference  of  mieeelletieou 
cases  ( Class  C)  rcfeired  to  post-offioe  inspectors  for  investigattou  during  the  JUeal  jftsr 
ended  June  SO,  JS07,* 


Class  of  oasos. 


Inspection  of  post-ofllcos 

Itenponsibillty  of  sureties 

Complaints  and  charges  against  postmastsn  and 

employees  of  post-otlices 

Estaolisnment  of  post-offices  and  stations 

Discontinuance  of  post-offices  and  stations 

Allowances  for  post-offices 

Location,  change  of  site,  name,  etc.,  of  post-offloea. . 

Appointment  of  postmasters 

Free  delivery,  establishment  and  discontinuance  of 

Mail-messenger  service 

Lease  of  post-offices 

Boutes :  Establishment,  discontinuance,  or  change 

of  service ■ 

Routes :  Charges  against  contractors,  carriers,  etc. 

Mail  keys  ana  looks :  Loss,  etc 

Charges  against  railway  postal  clerks 

Collection  of  balance  due  the  United  States 

Inspection  of  money-order  business,  collection  of 

funds,  forwarding  statements,  etc 


Wrone  payment  of  money  orders. 
Establishment  and  discontini 


luanceof  money-order 

Sections  m,  *211,  andiTo! ".'..  1 !'.  1 ...  1  ....'..*!'.!!'. '. 

Section  327 

Section  331 

Sections  332  and  333 

Section  334 

Section  875 

Sections  804  and  695 

Section  1420 , 

Section  1430 

Section  1431 

Section  1432 

Sections  1450  and  1451 

Miscellaneous  investigations  and  complaints 


Offices  fh>m  which   references  ware  Made  fcr 

inveatigatioiD. 


3 

a 

s 

P4 


238     46 
0 
1 
44 

78 


161 


132 


8 
173 


141 
24 
14 


Total. 


17 
35 


9 

52 

5 


Fourth  Aasiat- 

ant  Po«ttmaster- 

General. 


•*» 
« 

s 

a 
I 


54 


S 

3 

10 

2 


4 
244 


1,323 


253 
2 


15 
84   101 


218 


440 
6 


S 

8 

a 
s 

6 

9 

■S 


s 


9 

8. 
I 


i 

a 
« 

I 


I 


a 
a 
t 


o 

o 

« 

S 

£ 

0 


8 


7,671 


2,523. 


24 
2 


1,220 
11 
18 
20 
21 
9, 


0 

■ 
J 

6 


0 
u 

9 

E 

"a 

0 

H 


It 


10 


] 
59 


434 


548 


7,671 


4> 
1 

28 

45 

12 

8 

3 


32 

6 

8 

18 

14 

1,243 

951 

12 


2.»1 

7,in 
2,  on 

21 
II 
«4 

121 
11 

Ifl 
4 

la 


21 
54 

....!      H 

....       11 

281     284 

613^    a 
7     212 


SO; 


137 
248 
81 
IKt 
896 


10 

8 

238 

1 


30 


f 

211 
70 
21 
1.398 
1.2B 
32 
14 
1 
1« 
2M 
33 
213 
79  1.4« 


1 


7,758  288  l,Oo«W,2« 


In  connection  with  this  class  of  cases  collections  were  made  during  the  year  amounliug  U>|30i^W«^- 


FOURTH  ASSISTANT — 1N8PECTOK8  AND  MAIL  DEPREDATIONS.      815 

Exhibit  F. — DMrpotiKoiiy  (y  ofice  of  ckitf  post-office  in$peetor,  of  miaeellaneom*  eases 
( CUus  C)  referred  to  and  reported  upon  bjf  post-office  inspectors  during  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  SO,  1897, 

Number  referred  to  and  relatiog  to  offioe  of— - 

First  Assietont  PosiiuMtor  General 1,276 

Second  Aesistan  t  PoiitinnaterGcntiral 305 

Third  Assistant  Postinaitter-Gonerul 322 

Foarth  Assistant  Postmaster-General 8, 125 

Assistant  Attorney  (Icncral A 820 

Anditorof  the  Trossury  fur  the  Post-ORloe  Department 005 

Relating  to  diTisiou  of  post  office  inMjiectors  and  mnU  depredations  and  lilcd 2, 394 

Beports  of  the  inspection  of  post-offices  referred  to  the  several  bureaus  of  the  Department. .  2, 462 

Total 18,000 

Exhibit  Q.-^Iiecapiiulalion, 

Cases  (Class  C)  referred  to  inspectors  for  investigation  during  tke  fiscal  year  ended  June  80, 

1897 19,296 

Cases  on  hand  July  1, 1896,  referred  for  investigation  during  previous  years 6, 081 

Total  to  be  accounted  for 25,877 

Cases  referred  to  insiiectors,  reported  ui>on,  and  finally  dosed  during  the  fiscal  year  ended 

June  30, 1807 16,609 

Cases  referred  to  inspectors  during  previous  years,  reported  upon,  and  closed  in  fiscal  year  1897 .    5. 506 

Total  number  of  oases  closed 22,117 

Cases  remaining  in  the  hands  of  inspeotors  July  1, 1897  (uninvestigated) 8,260 
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Exhibit  H,— Statement  of  comp1aint8  received  and  reenli  of  camplainte  invfeiigntedj  Clut 

D,  Mpecial  depredatione, 

COMPLAINTS  BECBIVED. 


Where  mailed. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

•CO 
C  Q 

1^ 

Post4il  cars  wrecked 
or  burned. 

1 

1 

Mall   messengers  or 
wagons  robbed. 

1 

1 

Pouches  out  intention- 
ally or  by  accident, 
or  stolen. 

Loss  of  locks  and  fail- 
ure  to  look  pouobes. 

Street    letter    boxes 
rilled 

1   . 

1  s 

M 

!    5  > 

iif 

,  ■s'a 

Alabama  ................... 

39 
40 
14 
14 
20 

4 
10 
37 
GO 
32 
61 
70 
45 

0 
17 
28 
30 
37 
19 
20 
122 
40 

15 

11 

14 

2 

7 

2 

13 

20 

24 

10 

18 

10 

25 

5 

4 

10 

5 

11 

12 

6 

10 

8 

2 

2" 

4 

4 
1 
8 

****** 

...... 

I 
23 
10 

4 
3 

6 

14 

4 
6 

15 
1 
3 
6 

20 

10 
0 
7 
0 
2 

16 
3 

52 
G 

37 
3 

33 
3 

12' 

42 

6 

8 

18 

12 

1 

14 
2 
2 
2 
7 
0 
2 
6 
1 
3 
24 

19 

96 

8 

6 

1 

1       5 
1 
8 

1 

ArkAiiSAH  ................... 

IV 

California  -- 

61 

Colorado •.••••..... 

37 

Connecticiit  ................ 

m 

Delaware 

7 

Florida  

2 

1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
2 

1 

1 

G 

12 

30 

21 

19 

7 

15 

13 

0 

6 

15 

4 

10 

10 

55 

6 

2 

4 

40 

4 

3 

4 

33 

6 

12 

1 

6 

3 

13 

30 

3 

6 

1 

5 

7 

9 

6 

9 

2 

2 

4 

21 

23 

4 

2 

6 

6 

7 

21 

30 

5 

1 

2 

12 

I 

26 

1 

10 

11 

13 

1 

4 

5 

14 

:ti 

2 
14 

6 
13 

9 

( 

Sfl 

&eorfPia 

4  '       B 

Illinois  ..................... 

i    J 

«   w   >     ■      •  • 

;     1 
...... 

4 

!        3 
1 

■••>•-■ 

1 

i       8 

2 
1 

""2' 
""2 

...... 

4 

IS! 

Indiana  .tt 

M 

Iowa 

\\i 

Kansas  ..r-,-- -- 

W 

Kentuokv 

1 

lU 

Loaisiaua 

M 

Maine 

i 

M 

MarvlanO -r xr^  -^ 

I  ' 

M 

Ma^MfaChYtAt'ttS       r   r    >    r    -    .    -        r    .    ,    , 

1 

m 

Michii^aii 

i ; 

417 

MinpASOta ..r.r,... 

8 

2 
6 

1    

m 

MissisHlnpi  T,.r-^,., ,.,.... 

m 

Missonri  „,.,,,-.-, . , , . 

1  : 

273 

Nebraska 

(Q 

NoA'ada 

1 

3 

New  Ilampsbire 

17 

100 

26 

20 

0 

103 

21 

131 

6 

19 

11 

23 

71 

3 

50 

G 

50 

47 

1 

3 

2 

5 

23 

2 

7 

7 

5 

2 

3 
24 

5. 

7 

3 
22 

8 
35 

1 
13 

2 
15 
36 

2 
21 

7 
13 

7 

1  ' 

38 

New  York..- 

7S 

Now  Jersey ^ 

1 

1 

fa 

North  Carolina 

75 

North  Dakota 

36 

Ohio 

3 
2* 

W 

Oregon 

2 

1 

« 

PennHvlvania 

219 

Rhode  Island 

11 

South  Carolina 

1 
2 
1 
5 

4& 

South  Dakota 

at 

Tennessee 

71 

Texas 

4 

i     m 

Vermont 

13 

Virginia 

1 
2 
1 

2 

2       102 

Wasbintrton 

» 

West  Viigluia 

1'      K 

"Wisconsin 

N 

Alaska 

1 
8 

Arizona 

1 

1 

3 
•> 

3 
2 

1 
4 

1 
1 
2 
2 

4 

i' 

2 
2 

2 

4' 

6 

C 
10 
0 
4 
3 

District  of  Columbia 

1;       ' 

Idaho 

2 

2 

1 
2 
6 
2 

1 

1 
2 

1 
1 

If 

Indian  TerrK ory 

1 
1 
2 

1 
1 

» 

Montana 

17 

New  Mexico 

23 

a 

Utah 

13 

Wyomins 

2 

11 

- 

Total 

1,573 

500 

53 

29 

1 

486 

451 

447 

75 

3,G15 
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H. — Siatemeni  of  eomplainta  received  and  reeuli  of  complainta  iuvefttUfaied,  Clou 

D,  special  depredatione. 

BESULT  OF  COMPLAIl^TS  INVESTIGATED. 


Where  mailed. 

KodisooT- 
ery. 

No  loss: 

Losses 
ohargeable 

to  care- 
lessness or 
depredation 
of  postal 
employees. 

Losses 
charge- 
able to 
accident. 

Losses 
charge- 
able to 
persons 
not  in  the 
postal 
service. 

Canes 
still  in 
hands  of 
inspectors 
for  in- 
vestiga- 
tion. 

36 
48 
18 

9 
23 

4 

19 
30 
58 
23 
56 
58 
45 
29 
12 
29 
49 
31 
17 
29 
117 
36 

10 

35 

10 

6 

2 

1 

1 

10 

10 
11 

4 

18 

2 

U 
11 
10 
9 
5 
1 
6 
8 
16 
7 
8 
7 
1 
8 
8 
2 

20 
21 
12 

'     0 

jt .. 

1 

..............•••••. ....... 

9 

9 

25 

21 

6 

10 

16 

15 

8 

3 

18 

0 

5 

19 

44 

G 

1 

2 

35 

13 

1 
1 

4 

9 
27 
25 
19 

8 
23 

4 
15 
12 
50 
11 
27 

7 
34 

6 

30 

26 
IS 

, 

22 

2 
2 
2 
8 

15 

31 

7 

g 

4 

»etts 

3 

I 
3 

1 

.....••. ..••...^. .....-.••• 

9 

1 

8 

26 

4 

9 
35 

>i !  r.'.I!  .'."I. ..!'!!-.  I.y.'. 

5 

3 

SO 

8 

2 

pshiro 

11 

106 

28 

22 

8 

82 

28 

122 

5 

12 

11 

24 

80 

2 

64 

7 

51 

18 

1 

2 

5 

5 

20 

2 

11 

8 

4 

1 

1 
9 

11 

50 

7 

6 

15 

24 

9 

41 

2 

7 

3 

15 

22 

4 

19 

11 

11 

19 

6 

9 

g 

16 

v.... ........ ............. 

5 

5 

17 
2 

21 
6 

14 
2 
5 
1 

10 

43 
3 

1 

11 

4 
10 

2 
10 

18 

Ota                         .  .       ..  .                      .  .  a  ^ 

6 

2 

48 

6 

1 

22 

111(1 

2 

1 

1 
1 
2 

6 

1 

9 

14 

15 

ota 

0 

18 

28 

3 

7 

10 

12 

5 
5 
5 

inia 

1 
6 

4 
2 

23 

44 

1 

2 

1 
2 
6 

8 

' Colnmbi A  .. 

1 
2 
4 
6 
5 
11 

2 

1 
1 

2 
3 
5 
3 
2 
2 
1 

3 

Titory 

5 

3 

CO.  ....... ........... 

1 
2 
2 
1 

8 

5 

1 

4 

4 

4 

1,503 

506 

68 

628 

266 

645 

»  M  G  97- 
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Exhibit  I, — 3tal«m«<tt  ihomng  nmiber,  c!a$tijleati«n,  anil  dtip«tltU>n  o/  Ci 


6ij 

hjecttoJnriMlii 

<mofDnil«lSt.l«con 

rf. 

State  or  Twrrtory  whan 

1 

II 

i 
f 

I. 
P 

1 

1 

.! 
§ 
1 

8 

i 

• 

1 

i     • 

• 

t 

fi 

• 

It 

II 

U 

) 

) 

1 

t 

10 

» 

1> 

* 

i 

1       1 

1 

:::::: 

I 

1 

I 

S 

i 

i 

n 

s 

t 

I 

I 

'1 

1 

2 

1 



] 

...-^ 

2 
8 

3 

5 

\ 



1 

; 

1 

1 

1 

1 

\ 

1 

3 

IS 

1 

3 

....I. 

1 

' 

* 

S 

1 

1 

1 

» 

s 

» 

4 
« 

1 

i 

1 

I 

....;. 

8 

1 

S 

! 

I 

1 

• 

1 

1 

3 

...... 

1 
...... 

i 

i 

I 

s 

1 

1 

1 

i 

TaiM 

1 

s 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

T 

* 

?. 

1 

1 

i 

1 

*' 

11 

2* 

w 

a 

"• 
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wade  hjf  poH'Offiee  inspector*  and  othere  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897. 


Saltiect  to  Jurisdiction  of  United  State*  coorta. 

State  ooorta. 

1 

Diapoaition  of 

caaea. 

Offendera. 

Diapoaition  of  oasea. 

P.3 

§8 
Itf. 

O  fl  « 

6 

« 

-5 

M 

H 

• 
• 

•a 

1 

15 

• 

le 

1 

-a 

1- 

Pi 

• 

1 

i 

• 

1 

21 

1 

89 

• 

1 

88 

• 

I 

24 
2 

i 

i 

86 

1 

27 

1 

1 

s 

1 

g 

0 

It 

18 

14 

17 

18 

19 

20 

88 

88 

7 

1 

2 

7 

87 

1 

•4 

19 

16 

18 

4 

1 

8 

14 

27 

""43" 

0 

9 

82 

22 

10 

8 

2 

2 

5 

10 

5 

10 

24 

8 

0 

...... 

8 

1 

87 

17 

6 

17 

1 

8 

48 

1 

0 

3 

IL 

24 

9 

6 

12 

...... 

11 

1 

54 

1 

4 

42 
45 
49 
18 

1 

10 
23 
36 

4 
132 
27 
26 
72 
52 
21 
13 

6 
27 
24 
42 
10 
25 
94 

4 
25 

1 

10 
20 

8 

137 

42 

14 

52 

4 

16 

135 

2 
16 
13 
16 
66 
10 
10 
29 

4 
15 
27 

6 

8 

•  «  «  • 

2 

8 

56 

1 

4 

6 
...... 

...... 

2 

2 
0 

2 
2 
6 

14 

20 

17 

8 

6 
"2 

1 

1 

6 
1 
2 

4 

^ 

1 

1 

6 
I 
8 

48 

46 

2 

51 

1 

13 

1 

1 

1 

6 

7 
4 
4 

82 

11 
9 

28 

20 
7 
6 
4 
7 

14 

25 
9 
2 

45 
1 

17 
1 
6 

11 
5 

80 

17 
0 

28 
1 
7 

44 

6 

2 

29 

1 
4 
13 
2 
8 
6 
3 

10 

2 
1 

33 

8 

1 

2 

2 

2 

8 

88 

4 

3 

"'i' 

1 

1 

2 

1 
2 
1 
1 
...... 

9 
5 

3 

11 

2 

8 

5 

4 

1 

6 

187 
27 

2 

8 

4 

26 

2 
5 

1 

3 

7 

8 
8 

2 
3 

"2 

1 
8 

8 
8 

75 

60 

21 

18 

6 

10 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 

4 

1 

1 

i" 

2 
1 
4 

1 
2 

9 

27 

24 

1 

7 

1 

1 

13 

"5* 

7 
1 

1 
18 

7 

7 

1 

] 

18 

49 

1 

1 
1 
4 

20 

26 

3 

9 

1 

13 

112 

4 

1 

1 

5 

1 

6 

4 

2 

6 

81 

1 

4 
6 

10 

20 

1 
10 

4 

3 

1 

1 
1 

8 

2 
2 

1 
2 
1 

1 

7 

187 

3 

1 
7 

"i' 

8 

1 
8 

3 

3 
1 
8 

45 

1 

i" 

1 
1 

1 
4 

15 

4 

60 

4 

16 

'25 

8 

0 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

137 

1 

2 

2 

1 

16 

2 

2 

13 

8 

3 
0 

I 
5 

"i 

I 
9 

1 

7 

1 
9 

17 

3 

2 

75 

10 

10 

I 

2 

1 
2 

29 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

2 

2 
4 

15 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

28 

1 

1 

6 

"  •  •  " 

71 

17 

26 

111 

40 

70 

2 

7 

3 

92 

583 

627 

1,544 

88 

58 

* 

88 

1,632 
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REPORT 

Ot*  THX 

AUDITOR  FOR  THE  POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT 

TO  THB 

SECEETARY  OF  THE  TRBA8UBT. 


Teeasuby  Department,  Office  of  Auditob 

FOR  the  Post- Office  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  5, 1897. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  oilice  and  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Post-Office 
Department  daring  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897: 

the  work  of  the  bureau. 

This  is  said  to  be  the  largest  accoanting  office  in  the  world.  Its 
•mployees,  nearly  500  in  number,  are  engaged  in  the  important  work 
of  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  entire  postal  service,  with  its 
9176,446,750.59  of  receipts  and  expenditures.  A  ^parate  ledger 
account  is  kept  with  each  of  the  70,000  post-offices  in  the  country.  It 
audits  the  pay  of  each  of  the  postmasters,  railway  mail  clerks,  post- 
office  clerks,  letter  carriers,  mail  contractors,  and  department  employees, 
constituting  the  150,000  persons  on  the  pay  rolls  of  the  postal  system. 
It  receives,  checks,  assorts  and  files  each  of  the  26,000,000  money 
orders  issued  annually  in  the  United  States,  aggregating  in  amount 
$364,113,010.93. 

duties  of  the  auditor. 

Briefly  stated,  the  duties  of  the  Auditor  for  the  Post-Office  Depart- 
ment are:  To  receive  and  examine  all  accounts  of  salaries  and  inci- 
dental expenses  of  the  Office  of  the  Postmaster-General  and  of  all 
bureaus  and  offices  under  his  direction;  all  postal  and  money  order 
accounts  of  postmasters;  all  accounts  relating  to  the  transportation  of 
the  mails,  and  to  all  other  business  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department,  and  certify  the  balances  arising  thereon  to  the 
Postmaster-Oeneral  for  accounts  of  the  postal  revenue  and  expendi- 
tures therefrom,  and  to  the  division  of  bookkeeping  and  warrants 
for  other  accounts,  and  send  forthwith  copies  of  the  certificates  in  the 
latter  cases  to  the  Postmaster-Oeneral;  to  superintend  the  collection  of 
debts  due  the  Post- Office  Department,  and  the  payment  of  the  salaries 
of  the  officers  and  clerks  connected  with  his  office. 
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The  duties  above  oatlined  are  assigned  to  and  performfd  by  the 
deputy  auditor,  chief  clerk,  disbursing  clerk,  and  seven  divisions,  viz: 

OFFICE  OF  THE  DEPUTY  AUDITOR. 

The  deputy  auditor  has  general  supervision  of  the  work  and  assip- 
ment  to  duty  of  the  clerks  in  the  office;  assumes  charge  of  the  office  as 
Acting  Auditor  during  the  absence  of  the  Auditor;  signs  all  official 
papers  designated  by  the  Auditor,  which  includes  drafts,  letters,  state- 
ments, post-office  warrants,  and  other  papers;-  is  charged  with  the  cus- 
tody and  care  of  the  furniture,  and  has  supervision  of  all  requisitions 
relating  to  the  purchase  of  furniture  and  miscellaneous  suppUes. 

OFFICE  OF  CHIEF  CLERK. 

The  chief  clerk  has  charge  of  all  the  correspondence,  the  openio^, 
reading,  and  assigning  of  all  letters  received;  reading,  preparing  for 
signature,  and  press-copying  letters  sent;  keeping  the  roll  and  making 
report  of  attendance  and  absence  of  employees,  and  preparing  and  for- 
warding to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  all  applications  for  leave 
taken  by  the  employees;  preparing  and  submitting  to  the  Department 
of  Justice  for  suit  the  accounts  of  postmasters,  late  postmasters,  failing 
contractors,  failing  bidders,  and  late  contractors,  and  keeping  the  record 
thereof;  has  charge  of  the  seal  of  the  office  and  the  certifying  of  all  offi- 
cial papers;  recording  decisions  upon  appeals  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury;  keeping  the  record  of  attorneys  suspended  from  practice; 
recording  all  orders  of  the  Postmaster-General  for  allowances  or  disal- 
lowances of  claims  of  postmasters  for  loss  of  postal  funds,  postage 
stamps,  etc.,  and  of  money-order  funds,  by  burglary,  fire,  or  other 
unavoidable  casualty;  making  requisitions  for  and  issuing  supplies, 
and  has  charge  of  all  miscellaneous  subjects  not  directly  connected 
with  the  business  of  the  several  divisions  and  not  otherwise  assigned. 

DISBXJBSINO  CLEBK. 

« 

The  disbursing  clerk  has  charge  of  the  preparation  of  pay  rolls,  dis- 
bursements of  appropriations  for  the  salaries  of  officers  and  employees; 
the  disposition  of  deposits  made  in  connection  with  offers  of  compromise 
of  debts  and  judgments  on  post-office  accounts,  and  the  receipt  and 
dispatch  of  the  official  registered  mail  matter. 

BOOKKEEPING  DIVISION. 

The  bookkeeping  division  keeps  tbe  general  ledger  accounts  of  the 
postal  service,  prepares  the  quarterly  and  annual  reports  of  receipts 
and  expenditures,  and  registers  tlie  Postmaster-GeneraPs  transfer 
drafts  and  all  warrants  for  the  payment  of  mail  contractors  and  other 
miscellaneous  expenses  of  tbe  postal  service.  The  quarterly  returns  of 
postmasters,  the  accounts  of  postal  depositaries,  including  the  Treas- 
urer and  the  several  assistant  treasurers  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
salary  and  expense  accounts  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  rendered 
by  its  disbursing  officer,  are  audited,  and  ledger  accounts  kept  by  this 
division.    A  ledger  account  is  also  kept  with  each  mail  contractor. 

COLLECTING  DIVISION. 

This  division  reviews  all  postal  accounts  in  which  differences  are  foand 
by  the  bookkeeping  division ;  collects  balances  dae  from  and  pays  bal- 
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ances  dae  to  late  and  present  postmasters  on  postal  account;  keeps  a 
record  of  all  changes  of  postmasters,  new  bonds,  and  the  establishment 
and  discontinuance  of  iK>stoffices;  has  charge  of  the  x>ostal  files,  and 
conducts  the  general  correspondence  affecting  this  part  of  the  work. 

pay  division. 

Adjusting  and  reporting  for  payment  the  accounts  for  the  trans- 
I)ortation  of  the  mails  by  railroads,  steamboats  (foreign  and  domestic), 
star,  mail  messenger,  and  special  mail  service,  and  auditing  the  accounts 
of  post-office  inspectors,  superintendent  and  assistant  superintendents, 
Kailway  Mail  Service,  and  sundry  miscellaneous  accounts,  including 
post-office  supplies. 

inspecting  division. 

The  examination  of  postmasters'  weekly,  semimonthly,  and  monthly 
statements  of  money-order  business,  with  accompanying  money  orders, 
is  made  in  the  inspecting  division.  The  work  consists  of  comparing 
every  money  order  with  the  credit  claimed  for  its  payment  by  the  post- 
master; checking  and  allowing  credits  when  correct;  detecting  and 
correcting  errors;  verifying  the  fees  charged  by  postmasters  for  issuing 
international  and  domestic  orders,  and  making  complete  additions  of 
the  debit  and  credit  sides  of  the  statements. 

assorting  and  checking  division. 

The  duties  of  this  division  are  to  assort  by  States,  offices  of  issue,  and 
arrange  numerically  by  quarters  all  money  orders  received  by  the 
inspecting  division,  and  to  compare  the  coupons  of  all  money  orders 
issued  with  the  amounts  postmasters  debit  themselves  in  their  money- 
order  statements. 

recording  division. 

This  division  audits  and  adjusts  the  money-order  accounts  of  post- 
masters, and  has  charge  of  the  correspondence  relating  thereto.  The 
statements  of  postmasters  are  received  from  the  assorting  and  check- 
ing division,  the  footings  entered  in  registers,  and  entries  of  deposits, 
drafts,  and  transfers  verified  by  comparison  with  journal  records  of  the 
original  vouchers.  Accounts  are  adjusted  quarterly,  and  the  differences 
between  accounts  as  rendered  and  as  audited  are  indicated  by  error 
circulars,  and  postmasters  are  directed  to  make  the  necessary  correc- 
tions. Defective  vouchers  are  returned  for  perfection.  Statements  as 
received  are  filed  by  States,  alphabetically,  in  guard  books  and  monitors. 
Accounts  of  late  postmasters  are  adjusted  by  payment,  transfer,  or 
collection,  as  indicated  by  the  balance.  Detailed  statements  of  account 
are  referred  for  suit  when  balances  due  the  United  States  are  not  paid 
after  demand  has  been  made  on  late  postmasters  and  their  sureties. 
Quarterly  and  annual  statements  of  the  money-order  transactions  of 
the  United  States,  both  domestic  and  international,  with  the  revenne 
derived  therefrom,  are  prepared  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Postmaster-General. 

FOREIGN  DIVISION. 

Adjusts  and  settles  the  postal  and  money  order  accounts  with  for- 
eign countries;  settles  accounts  of  steamship  comx)anies  for  the  ocean 
transportation  of  mails;  settles  quarterly  with  the  German  adminis- 
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tration  the  accoants  containing  the  joint  expanses  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  sea  post  service  on  fast  Oerinan  steamers,  and  with  the  Gnban 
post  department  the  accoants  arising  in  connection  with  the  couTey- 
ance  of  Cuban  mails  from  Havana  to  Tampa;  verifies  all  lists  of  money 
orders  certified  tor  payment  in  foreign  conntries  and  all  lists  received 
from  foreign  countries  of  orders  certified  for  payment  in  the  United 
States;  assorts  and  numbers  coupons  of  international  money  orders 
issued  in  the  United  States  and  international  money  orders  issued  in 
foreign  countries  for  payment  in  the  United  States,  and  checks  them 
against  the  lists;  examines  all  statements  of  weights  of  mail  dis- 
patched to  foreign  countries  by  the  various  exchange  offices,  and  con- 
ducts the  correspondence  arising  in  connection  with  the  above  duties. 

POSTAL  ACCOUNTS. 

The  work  of  auditing  x>o8tal  accounts  is  fully  up  to  date  and  in  satis- 
factory condition. 

The  prompt  rendition  of  postmasters'  accounts  at  the  close  of  each 
quarter  is  very  essential.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  immediately 
reporting  to  the  Postmaster-General,  for  the  purpose  of  notifying  the 
sureties  on  the  bonds,  all  officers  who  have  failed  to  make  their  retorns 
within  the  prescribed  periods. 

The  failure  of  postmasters  to  make  dei)Osits  of  surplus  postal  funds 
as  directed  has  been  treated  in  like  manner,  resulting  in  the  absence  of 
large  defalcations  such  as  have  been  prevalent  in  prior  years.  By 
requiring  all  deposits  to  be  made  promptly  the  temptation  to  misap- 
propriate funds  is  reduced  to  the  minimum  and  the  Government  saved 
from  loss. 

Under  the  system  required  by  the  reorganization  of  this  office  by  the 
^^Dockery  Commission,"  when  the  audited  figures  agree  with  those  of 
the  postmaster,  no  review  is  made,  and  any  error  made  in  auditing  is 
not  discovered,  as  the  account  passes  to  the  files. 

Beviews  have  been  had  of  accounts  found  to  be  correct  under  the 
above  method  and  some  slight  discrex>ancies  found  therein.  The  fact 
remains,  however,  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  serious  errors  being 
made,  which  can  only  be  avoided  by  reviewing  all  postal  accounts, 
instead  of  those  wherein  there  are  difierences  between  the  Auditor  and 
postmasters. 

The  matter  of  the  collection  of  balances  due  the  United  States  on 
the  postal  accounts  of  late  postmasters  has  received  dose  attention^ 
and  great  care  has  been  given  to  that  part  of  the  work  to  avoid  possi- 
bility of  delay  in  thd  settlement  of  accounts,  which  might  result  in  the 
release  of  the  sureties  by  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  limitation  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

The  practice  of  the  office  now  is,  in  all  cases,  so  soon  as  the  account 
of  a  retiring  postmaster  has  been  audited  and  the  final  balance  dne 
the  United  States  determined,  to  have  a  collection  draft  issued  against 
him  for  the  amount  and  to  inform  him  that  if  payment  be  not  made 
within  fifteen  days  demand  will  be  made  upon  his  sureties. 

Prior  to  July  1, 1896,  collection  drafts  were  issued  for  the  smaller 
amounts  only,  after  failure  to  cause  late  i)ostma8ters  to  deposit  the 
balances  due  the  United  States  with  the  designated  depositories.  This 
frequently  resulted  in  delay  and  much  correspondence. 

If  collections  can  not  be  made  within  a  reasonable  time  by  means  of 
coUection  drafts^  inspectors  are  detailed  by  the  Post-Office  Department 
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to  assist  in  making  collections.    Upon  their  failure  the  cases  s;ro 
promptly  prepared  for  suit. 

Another  use  of  collection  drafts,  inaugurated  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  with  good  results,  is  in  cases  where  postmasters  are  delinquent  in 
rendering  tbeir  accounts  to  this  office  for  two  consecutive  quarters.  In 
addition  to  reporting  these  delinquencies  to  the  Postmaster-General, 
the  stamp  stock  with  which  the  postmasters  are  accountable  is  charged 
to  them  as  ''sold"  and  collection  drafts  are  issued  against  them.  The 
usual  result  of  these  steps  is  a  prompt  rendition  of  accounts  by  the 
delinquent  postmasters. 

USELBSS  papers. 

In  the  files  of  this  office  there  is  a  quantity  of  letters,  accounts, 
memorandums,  etc.,  which  have  long  since  served  their  usefulness  and 
are  no  longer  required.  The  estimated  weight  is  60  tons.  The  further 
preservation  of  these  miscellaneous  papers  seems  to  be  needless,  and  I 
recommend  that  authority  be  obtained  from  Congress  to  destroy  them. 
A  detailed  statement  thereof  has  been  prepared  and  will  be  submitted 
when  required.  Their  destruction  at  this  time  will  save  the  expense  of 
moving  them  from  their  present  location  to  the  new  building,  and  will 
afibrd  this  office  valuable  floor  space.  Congress  has  already  authorized 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Postmaster-Oeneral  to  destroy 
all  money-order  statements  rendered  by  postmasters  and  all  paid 
money  orders  and  paid  postal  notes  accompanying  the  same  after  seven 
years  shall  have  elapsed  from  the  expiration  of  the  period  covered  by 
such  statements.    (28  Stat.  L.,  107,  and  29  Stat.  L.,  648.) 

HONET-ORDER  ACCOUNTS. 

During  the  past  year  close  attention  has  been  given  to  the  matter  of 
auditing  the  money-order  accounts  of  i)ostmasters,  and  there  is  con- 
tinued improvement  in  this  branch  of  the  office. 

DOUBLE  PAYMENT  OF  HONET  ORDERS. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year  877  of  the  duplicate  money  orders  issued 
by  the  Money-Order  Office  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  which  were 
transmitted  by  postmasters  to  this  office  as  paid  vouchers,  were  found 
upon  investigation  under  the  present  system  to  be  double  payments, 
the  original  paid  order  in  each  case  having  been  found  in  tlie  tiles  or 
this  office.  The  amount  represented  by  these  duplicate  payments  is 
$3,058.50.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  amount  has  already  been  ref\uulcMl 
to  the  Government  by  the  postmaster  in  error,  or  is  in  procM^ss  of 
collection. 

APPLICATION  FOR  WARRANTS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  3,123  applications  tor  warrants  ir>  pay  lo^a^d 
money  orders  were  referred  by  the  Post-Office  Depart  mi^iit  Ui  this  oWo^v 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $28,959.91.  Of  thin  iiuinbi'i,  '^,o<^^'  ^*^»»f 
ing  to  $28,831.14,  were  certified  to  the  Post^OfiW-^.  |>i*partiiK»^>T  ^^^*^^, 
ment  Of  the  number  referred,  62,  amonntint:  Up  ♦32>^-7* « ^>  v  >v^ 'vv^ 
and  returned  for  canceUation,  for  the  reawni  that  an  "'^>^  »  ';!T^  kLT 
files  of  this  office  developed  the  fact  that  the  ori^rin*^  ^mnuu^  *mw^  ^vl^• 
paid. 
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UNPAID  DOMESTIC  MONBT  ORDERS. 

The  amoant  of  domestic  money  orders  remaining  unpaid  for  one  year 
from  the  last  day  of  the  month  of  issue,  as  evidenced  by  the  advices 
and  postmasters'  monthly  statements  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  JanedO^ 
1897,  was  $40,734.12. 

OUTSTANDING  INDEBTEDNESS. 

The  amount  of  balances  due  on  June  30, 1897,  from  late  postmasten, 
and  the  actual  damages  due  from  failing  contractors,  late  contractors, 
and  failing  bidders,  on  account  of  the  fiscal  year  1896  and  prior  yean, 
was  $685,228.17,  divided  as  follows: 

Late  postmastoTs: 

Postal  account $151,674.95 

Mone^-order  account 102, 284. 16 

Failing  bidders  and  late  andfailiug  contracturs 431,269.06 

Total 685,228.17 

Suit  has  been  instituted  for  $G1G,7G7.01  of  the  above  indebtedness, 
leaving  $G8,4G1.1G  otherwise  in  the  process  of  collection. 

Within  the  past  year  13,783  postmasters  have  been  retired  from  o£5oe 
by  death,  resiguatioD,  or  removal.  The  accounts  of  these  postmasters, 
both  postal  and  money  order,  have  been  audited. 

The  total  sum  accruing  in  the  fiscal  year  1897  is  $44,861.69,  viz: 

Late  postmasters : 

Postal  account $26,203.50 

Money-order  acconnt 17,772.55 

Failing  contractors  and  failing  bidders • 885.64 

Total 44,861.69 

Of  the  1897  indebteduess  suit  has  been  brought  for  $5,379.76,  leav- 
ing the  sum  of  $39,481.93  otherwise  in  process  of  collection. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  doe  on  account  of  fiscal  year  1896  and  prior  years $685,228. 17 

Amount  due  on  account  of  fiscal  year  1897 44,861.66 

Total 730,089.86 

Amonnt  for  which  suit  has  been  instituted 622,  U6l77 

Otherwise  in  process  of  collection 107,943.09 
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acoouhts  witb  thb  tbbasvby  dbpabtheht,  adjusted  and  okb- 

TiFiBD  to  sbftbubeb  30,  1897. 

Jctmtnti  of  Sufiu  B.  Mtrekmnt,  dUburtimg  oleri,  Poit-Offioe  DaporfMMl. 

KKCKIPTS. 

Bales  of  pcat-roDte  nwps 91,679.60 


FU«1 

yi«r- 

ToMl. 

UM 

UW. 

20,  mas 
3.si».ta 

IIT.W 

T,«M.aa 

"•S:S 

77.  M 

3(m!2« 

i.ai8.87 

iMn.M 

en.Ki.it 

JecoHiiU  etrlified  for  paynmt. 


.  •12,183,392.88 
U.88 


Tolul ■ 12, 133, 407.7* 

AmoDDt  of  repsymenU  on  scconnt  of  "  D»floiency  in  the  postal  ceve- 

noe«" 10,746.89 

Amoaut  of  acconnta  certiSed  to  the  credit  of  Pacific  nulroada  for 

tratuportation  of  tbsmails 1,573,889.08 

COLLECTIONS  BY  StTIT. 
A^  table  showing  the  Damber  of  accounts,  and  amoant  involved,  sub- 
mitted to  the  Department  of  Justice  for  sait  during  the  last  fiscal  year, 
viz: 


Biunber. 

A.oo.t 

OB 

123  SMM 

•7 

The  amonnt  collected  by  legal  proceedings  on  postal,  money  order, 
and  mail  service  aceonnts,  including  interest  at  C  per  cent,  was 
142,748.46,  vbich  is  the  largest  collection  made  by  this  branch  of  the 
office  for  many  years. 

Appended  hereto  is  a  list  of  the  accounts  of  postmasters,  late  post- 
masters, &iling  contractors,  failing  bidders,  and  late  contractors,  with 
balances  remaining  due  thereon,  exclusive  of  costs  and  interest,  upon 
which  legal  proceedings  were  pending  June  30,  1897. 
Very  respectfully, 
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REPORT 

OF  THB 

AUDITOR  FOR  THE  POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT 

TO  THE 

P08TMA8TEE  GENERAL. 


Tbbasubt  Department, 
Office  of  the  Auditor 

FOE  the  POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  i,  1897. 

Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  herewith  the  animal  report  of 
X'eceipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post-Office  Department  as  shown  by 
tlie  accounts  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1897. 

All  expenditures  on  account  of  service  of  last  and  prior  fiscal  years 
^le  stated  to  September  30, 1897,  the  audit  and  payment  of  the  accounts 
Aot  being  completed  until  that  date. 

REVENUE  ACCOUNT   OF  THE  POST-OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

Serviee  of  theJUoal  year  1837. 

Postal  revenue  of  the  year  euded  June  30, 1897 ^ $82, 665, 462. 73 

fexpenditures 93,781,287.86 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  revenue 11, 115, 825. 13 

•Amount  placed  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  TJnited  States  to  the  credit 
of  the  Department,  being  grants  Arom  the  general  Treanury  in  aid 
of  the  postal  revenues  under  the  act  approved  June  9,  1896  (Stat. 
L.,  vol.29,  chap. 386, p. 316) 9,000,000.00 

Excess  of  deficiency  over  grants 2>  1^1^5|  825. 13 

^Amount  of  balances  due  from  late  postmasters  on  postal 

accounts  closed  by  "Bad  debts" $6,986.29 

Amount  of  balances  due  from  late  postmasters  on  i>ostal 

accounts  closed  by  "  Compromise  debts  '^ 2, 856. 92 

Amount  of  balances  on  postal  accounts  of  late  postmasters 

closed  by  ''  Judgments  for  defendants '' 10, 647. 88 

Total 20,491.09 

Amount  of  balances  due  to  late  postmasters  on  postal  ac- 
counts closed  to  '^Suspense'' 691.33 

Net  loss  on  postal  accounts  closed 19,799.76 

Amount  to  be  placed  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.      2, 135, 624. 89 

845 
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Service  of  the  fiscal  year  1896. 

Amount  to  be  placed  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  as 

shown  by  the  report  for  the  fiscal  year  1896 $2,137,828.65 

Expended  ft-om  October  1, 1896,  to  September  30,  1897 277, 958. 68 

2,415,787.35 

Amount  placed  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit 
of  the  Department,  being  grants  from  the  general  Treasury  in  aid 
of  the  postal  revenues  under  section  2  of  the  act  approved  February 
28, 1895  (Stat.  L.,  vol. 28,  chap.  140, p. 693) 2,500.000.00 

Balance  on  account  of  fiscal  year  1896 84.212.67 


Service  of  the  fiscal  year  1895, 

Amount  to  be  placed  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  as 

shown  by  the  report  for  the  itscal  year  1896 1595, 910.65 

Expended  from  October  1, 1896,  to  September  30, 1897 9,803.21 

605,743.86 

Amount  placed  witli  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit 
of  the  Department,  being  grants  from  the  general  Treasury  in  aid 
of  the  postal  revenues  under  section  3  of  the  act  approved  July  16, 
1894  (Stat.  L.,  vol.  28,  chap.  137,  p.  106) 625,000.00 

Balance  on  account  of  fiscal  year  1895 19,236.14 

Service  of  the  fiscal  year  1894. 

Balance  October  1,  1896,  being  available  for  payments  under  appro- 
priations contained  in  the  deficiency  acts  approved  March  2,  1895, 
and  June8,  1896 $31,321.49 

Expended  from  October  1,  1896,  to  September  30,  1897 21. 70 

Balance  on  account  of  fiscal  year  1894 31,299.79 

Service  of  the  fiscal  year  1893, 

Balance  October  1,  1896,  being  available  for  payments  under  appro- 
priations contained  in  the  deticiency  act  approved  March  2,  1895..  $8,420.60 

Amount  certified  to  the  Postmaster-General,  report  No.  27518,  and 
paid  to  the  general  Treasury  by  warrant  No.  15742,  Washington, 
dated  June  1, 1897 8,420.60 

Service  of  the  fiscal  year  189$. 

Balance  October  1,  1896 $86.65 

Amount  certified  to  the  Postmaster-General,  report  No.  13161,  and 
paid  to  the  general  Treasury  bv  warraut  No.  13292,  Wiishiugton, 
dated  February  27,  1897 \ 8665 

Claims,  1894  and  prior  years. 

Amount  placed  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit 
of  the  Department,  being  grants  from  the  general  Treasury  in  aid 
of  the  postal  revenues  under  the  deficiepcy  act  approved  July  19, 
1897,  and  the  sundry  civil  act  approved  June  4,  1897 $8,058.11 

Expended  from  October  1,  1896,  to  September  30,  1897 8, 058^  U 
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Claims f  2895  and  prior  years. 

Balance  available  October  1, 1896 $23.79 

Arooant  placed  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit 
of  the  Department,  being  ^<aiits  from  the  general  Treasary  in  aid 
of  the  postal  revennes  under  the  deficiency  acts  approved  June  8, 
1896,  and  July  19,  1897 334.77 

358.56 
Expended  from  October  1, 1896,  to  September  30, 1897 112. 82 

245. 74 
Amount  certified  to  the  Postmaster-Greneral,  report  No.  37927,  and 
paid  to  the  general  Treasury  by  warrant  No.  1187,  Washington, 
dated  July  30, 1897 245.74 

ClaimSt  189S  and  prior  years. 

Balance  available  October  1,  1S96 $659.64 

Amount  certified  to  the  Postmaster-General,  report  No.  37926,  and  paid 
to  the  general  Treasury  bv  warrant  No.  118(i,  Washington^  dated 
July  30,  1897 220.00 

Balance  available  September  30, 1897.. 439.64 

Claims,  1890  and  prior  years. 

Balance  available  October  1,  1896  ..- $598.25 

Amount  certified  to  the  Postmaster-General,  report  No.  37925,  and  paid 
to  the  general  Treasury  by  warrant  No.  1185,  Washington,  dated 
July  30, 1897 698.25 

Claims f  1889  and  prior  years. 

Balance  available  October  1,  1896 $126.56 

Amount  certified  to  the  Postmaster-General,  report  No.  37924,  and  ])nid 
to  the  general  Treasury  by  warrant  No.  1184,  Washington,  dated 
July  30, 1897 126.56 

Claims,  18S8  and  prior  years. 

Balance  available  October  1, 1896 $794.82 

Amount  certified  to  the  Postmaster-General,  report  No.  37923,  and  paid 
to  the  general  Treasury  by  warrant  No.  1188,  Washington,  dated 
July  30,  1897 \ 794.82 

Claims,  1887  and  prior  years. 

Balance  available  October  1, 1896 $254.27 

Amount  certified  to  the  Postmaster-General,  report  No.  37922,  and  paid 
to  the  general  Treasury  by  warrant  No.  1189,  Washington,  dated 
July  30,  1897 254.27 

GENERAL  RK VENUE  ACCOUNT. 

Postal  revenues  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1897 $82, 665, 462. 73 

Expenditures  for  the  service  of — 

1897 $93,781,287.86 

1896 277;  958. 68 

1895 9,803.21 

1894 21.70 

1894  and  prior  voars 8,058.11 

1893  and  prior  years 112.82 

Total  expenditures  from  October  1, 1896,  to  September  30, 1897.     94, 077, 242. 38 

Excess  of  expenditures  over  revenue 11, 411, 779. 65 

Net  loss  on  postal  accounts  closed  by  '*Bad  debts,''  "Compromise 
debts,"  *  'Judgments  for  defendants,"  and  to  *•  Suspense" 19, 799. 76 

Deficit  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  J  uue  30,  1897 11, 431, 579. 41 
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Grants  from  llie  general  Treasury : 

Under  postal  act  of  Jaly  16,  1894 $625,000.00 

Under  postal  act  of  Febmary  28, 1895 2,500,000.00 

Underdeficiency  actof  Jane8, 1896 112  82 

Underpostalaot  of  June9, 1896 9,000,000.00 

Under  saudry  civil  act  of  June  4,  1897 2, 000. 00 

Under  deficiency  act  of  July  19,  1897 6, 280. 06 

Total  grants 12,138,392.88 

Repayments  to  the  general  Treasury  of  excess   of 
grants  over  actual  deficiencies  on  account  of— 

1887  and  prior  years $2&4.27 

1888  and  prior  years 794.82 

1889  and  prior  years 126.56 

1890  and  prior  years 598. 25 

1892  and  prior  years 220.00 

1893  and  prior  years 245. 74 

1892 86.65 

1893 8,420.60 

Total  repayments 10,746.89 

Net  amount  received  from  the  general  Treasury $12, 122, 645. 99 

Excess  of  net  amount  received  from  the  general  Treasury  over 

deficit 691,06(158 

Balance  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  general  revenue  account  Sep- 
tember 30,  1896 742,4a).» 

Balance  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  general  revenue  account 
September  30, 1897 1,433,547.38 

POSTMASTERS'  QUARTERLY  ACCOUNTS  CURRENT. 

The  net  revenues  of  the  Department  from  postai^es,  being  the  aggre- 
gate revenues  at  post-offices  for  the  year  less  the  compensation  of 
postmasters  and  clerks  and  contingent  office  expenses,  were: 

For  the  quarter  ended — 

September  30, 1896 $11,587,252.39 

December  31, 1896 13,798,888.38 

March  31, 1897 14,073,231.61 

June30,1897 12,721,399.71 

Total 52,178,749.99 

The  number  of  quarterly  returns  of  postmasters  received  and  auditod, 
showing  the  above  revenue,  was: 

For  the  quarter  ended — 

September  30,  1896 70,440 

December  31.  1896 70,477 

March  31,  1897 70,623 

June 30, 1897 70,811 

Total 282,351 

STAMPS  SOLD. 

The  amount  of  stamjis,  stamped  envelopes,  newspaper  wrappers,  and 
postal  cards  sold  was : 

For  the  quarter  ended — 

September  30,  1896 ^ $18,143^741.25 

December  31, 1896 20,486.868.15 

March  31,  1897 20,883,545.29 

June30,1897 19,446,390.97 

Total 78,959,545.66 
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LETTER  POSTAGE. 

The  amoant  of  postage  paid  in  money  was $154,322.81 

Incladed  in  the  above  amount  are  the  following  sums  paid  by  foreign 
ooon tries  in  the  ad^iuatmeut  of  their  accounts: 

Canada $40,718.38 

Gibraltar 7.81 

Hawaii 1,769.49 

Italy 1,665.85 

Jamaica 639.88 

Japan 7,830.66 

Nevis     ..«••• ...... ...••.  •••• ......  ..»■■•  .••••.  ••.•■.••  44 

New  Zealand 63,946.06 

Peru 1,908.12 

Salvador 667.42 

Spain 32,975.81 

£t.  Thomas 115.64 

Switzerland 1,937.05 

Turks  Island 113.41 

154,296.02 

Balance  collected  by  postmasters 26. 79 

The  following  balances  were  paid  and  charged  to  the  appropriation 
for  balances  due  foreign  countries : 

Service  of  1897: 

Belgium $20,938.47 

Bulgaria 1,209.08 

Cape  Colony 26,364.98 

Denmark 10,091.68 

Egypt 776.48 

Germany 16,925.21 

International  Bureau 757. 12 

Netherlands 26,262.33 

Servia 1,210.92 

Straits  Settlemeuts 15.29 

Sweden 2,528.86 

$107, 080. 42 

Service  of  1896: 

Belgium 18,098.49 

Canada 68.10 

Denmark 17,049.79 

France 6,442.19 

Germany 16,884.38 

Netherlands 26,304.68 

84, 847. 63 


Aggregate  amount  paid 191,928.05 

MAn.  TEANSPOETATION. 

The  amoant  charged  to  '^Transportation  accrued"  and  placed  to  the 
credit  of  mail  contractors  and  others  for  transportation  daring  the  fiscal 
year  was: 

For  the  regular  supply  of  routes $40, 558, 232. 88 

For  the  supply  of  special  offices 18, 957. 58 

For  the  supply  of  mail  messenger  offices 950, 233. 04 

For  the  salariee  and  expenses  of  railway  post-ofEce 

clerks 7,729,838.39 

For  the  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  superintendents 

of  the  Railway  Mail  Service 80,805.79 

For  freight  and  weighing  of  mails 129,  Old.  58 

$49, 467, 131. 26 
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New  York  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  countries 

beyond,  via  Great  Britain $957,760.71 

New  York  to  Great  Britain  and  Germany  and  coun- 
tries beyond 148, 154. 37 

Philadelpuia  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland .61 

New  York  to  Norway 2.05 

Boston  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland •    2,439.70 

New  York  to  South  Africa 11.71 

Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  Eastport^  and  Dulath 
to  Newfoundland,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and 

Canada 3,712.17 

Upper  Pacific  Coast 1,125.56 

San  Francisco  and  Tacoma  to  China,  Japan,  Farther 

India,  Australia,  and  South  Sea  Islands 179, 046. 94 

New  York,  Boston,  New  Orleans,  Baltimore,  Mobile, 
Key  West,  and  San  Francisco  to  West  Indies,  Cen- 
tral and  South  America,  etc 412, 694. 93 

Amount  paid  Franco 35^  856. 23 

Sea  post-office  service 36, 297. 87 

Miscellaneous  items 5,915.92 

$1,783^018.77 

Tot«l 51,250,lsO.(B 

The  amount  credited  to  "Transportation  accrued'' 
and  charsed  to  mail  contractors  for  overcredits, 
being  for  fines  and  deductions,  was .: $253, 881. 03 

The  amount  of  fines  and  deductions  remitted  was ....  15, 297. 95 

Net  amount  of  fines  and  deductions 238,583.06 

Net  amount  of  "Transportation  accrued" 51,011,566.9 

The  amount  paid  during  the  year  was 49,418,^1.47 

Excess  of  "Transportation  accrued" 1,698,915.48 

PACIFIC  BAILROAD  SERYICK. 

The  followiDg  balances  for  transportation  of  mails  over  Pacific  rail 
roads  have  been  certified  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
auiouiit  is  not  charged  to  the  appropriation  for '' Inland  trausportatioo, 
railroads,"  and  is  not,  therefore,  included  in  the  totaJ  of  transjiorta- 
tion  paid : 

Regular  service,  1897 : 

Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  (old  Union  Pacific 

Railway  Company),  aided $795,532.63 

Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  (old  Kansas  Pacific 

Railway  Company),  aided 48, 809. 67 

Central  Pacific  Railway  Company,  aided 452, 655. 08 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Railway  Company,  aided 12, 069. 72 

Use  of  postal  cars,  1897 :  ^^'  ^  ^'  ^^ 

Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  (old  Union  Pacific 

Railway  Company), aided 159,252.20 

Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  (old  Kansas  Pacific 

Railway  Company),  aided 9,849.99 

Central  Pacific  Railway  Company,  aided 91, 936. 01 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Railway  Company,  aided 2, 021. 60 

Regular  service,  1896 :  263, 039.80 

Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  (old  Union  Pacific 

Railway  Company),  aided 448.09 

Union  Pacific  Railway  Company  (old  Kansas  Pacific 

Railway  Company),  aided 141.79 

Central  Pacific  Railway  Company,  aided 1, 147. 88 

Regular  service,  1895 :  1, 737. 38 

Central  Pacific  Railway  Company,  aided 18. 19 

Regular  service,  1894 : 

Central  Pacific  Railway  Company,  aided 6.4S 

Total 1,573,889.08 
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The  tables  accompanjring  this  report,  nambered  as  follows,  show  in 
detail  the  transactions  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jane  90, 1897: 

No.  1. — Statement  exhibiting  quarterly  the  receipts  of  the  Post-Offioe  Department^ 
under  their  several  heads. 

No.  2. — Statement  exhibiting  the  expenditures  of  the  Post-Office  Department,  under 
their  several  heads. 

No.  3.— Statementj  by  States^  of  the  postal  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United 
States. 

No.  4. — Statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  account,  with  each  item  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  service  of  the  Post-Office  Department. 

No.  5. — Statement  in  detail  of  miscellaneous  payments  made  by  the  Post-Offlce 
Department  and  oharp;ed  to  "Miscellaneous  items,  office  of  the  Postmaster  •General." 

No.  6.— Statement  m  detail  of  miscellaneous  payments  made  by  the  Post-Office 
Department  and  charged  to  ''Miscellaneous  items,  First  Assistant  Postmaster- 
General." 

No.  7.— Statement  in  detail  of  miscellaneous  payments  made  by  the  Post-Office 
Department  and  charged  to  "Miscellaneous  items,  Second  Assistant  Postmaster- 
General." 

No.  8. — Tabulation,  by  States,  of  the  number  of  fourth-class  post-offices  according 
to  the  amount  of  postmasters'  compensation. 

No.  9. — Comparative  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post-Office 
Department  from  1836. 

No.  10. — Gross  receipts,  expenses,  and  net  revenues  of  Presidential  post-offices. 

No.  11. — Statement  showing  the  transactions  of  the  money-order  offices  of  the 
United  States. 

No.  12. — Statement  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  money-order 
offices  of  the  United  States. 

No.  13. — Statement  showing  the  transfers  to  and  from  the  money-order  account. 

No.  14. — Statement  showing  the  money-order  transactions  with  the  assistant 
United  States  treasurer  at  New  York,  N.  i.,  and  Chicago,  111. 

No.  15. — Statement  showing  the  revenue  which  accrued  on  money-order  transac- 
tions. 

No.  16. — Statement  of  assets  and  liabilities. 

No.  17. — Statement  showing  the  principal  international  money-order  transactions. 

No.  18. — Statement  of  weights  of  letters,  newspapers,  etc.,  Rent  by  sea  from  the 
United  States  to  European  countries,  and  India,  Turkey  in  Asia,  and  South  Africa. 

No.  19. — Weight  of  letters,  newspapers,  etc.,  conveyed  to  foreign  countries,  other 
than  European,  by  steamship  lines. 

No.  20.— Weight  of  letters,  newspapers,  etc.,  sent  by  sea  from  the  United  States  to 
countries,  other  than  Enropean,  or  the  Universal  Postal  Union. 

No.  21. — Weight  of  retransported  foreign  closed  mails  and  cost  of  the  carriage  of 
the  same  by  steamship  companies. 


Very  respectfully, 
The  Postmastbb-Genebal. 


Henby  a.  Oastle,  Auditor. 


No.  1. — Statement  exhibiting  quarterly  the  receipts  of  the  Poet-Offiee  Department,  under  their 

several  heade,  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897, 


Accounts. 


Letter  postage 

Box  renU  aoua  branch  offiooB. . 

Fines  and  penaltiea 

Postage  atampa,  atamped  en- 
Telopea,  letter  aheeta.  wrap- 
pera,  and  poatal  oarda 

Dead  letters 

Berenne  from  money-ordor 
buaineaa 

Miacellaneoua 

Total 


Qnartera  ended— 


Sept  30, 1806. 


$34,826.28 

628,355.20 

6,110*50 


18,143,741.25 
2,133.06 

221, 477. 92 
11,230.08 


1:^,046,883.29 


Deo.  81, 1806. 


41,918.18 

029.780.08 

5,653.90 


20,486,868.15 
5,285.66 

290,124.92 
6,756.39 


21,420,391.27 


Mar.  31, 1897. 


$72,374.85 

633, 165. 81 

10,726.56 


20,883,645.29 
1,901.10 

227,033.30 
4,331.36 


21, 833, 07a  27 


Jane  30, 1897. 


$45,208.55 

631, 541. 17 

5,079.24 


19,445.390.97 
2,117.22 

228,544.92 
1.227.83 


20,359,109.90 


Aggregate. 


$154,822.81 

2,522,851.21 

26,579.29 


78,959,545.66 
11,437.04 

967,181.06 
23,545.66 


82,065,462.73 
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No.  4. — Statement  ah&wing  the  condition  of  the  account  ioiih  each  item  of  the  oppropncUot 
for  the  service  of  the  Poet-Office  Department  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897, 


Title  of  appropriation. 


Oflee  of  the  Pottmatter-Oeneral. 


Advertising 

MiBoeUaneoas  items. 


OjflM  qf  ths  First  Assistant  Postma§ter-Oeneral. 


ComiMnsation  to  postm  asters 

Compensation  to  olerks  in  pOAt-offlces 

Kent,  11|;ht,  and  fael  for  first,  iiecond,  and  third  class  oflices 

Miscellaneous  items,  including  office  f iirnitare 

AdTWtising  at  first  and  second  class  offices 

Free-delivery  service 

Stationery  for  post^fficee 

Wrapping  twine 


Wrappingpaper 

Letter  balances,  scales,  and  test  weights 

Postmarking  and  rating  stamps 

Packing  boxes,  sawdust,  etc 


Printing  facing  slips,  slide  labels,  etc 

Canceling  machines 

Payment  of  money  orders  more  than  one  year  old 


Qfiee  of  the  Sscond  Assistant  Postmaster- Oensral. 


Inland  mail  transportation,  railroad 

Inland  mail  transportation,  special  facilities 

Inland  mail  transportation,  star 

Inland  mail  transportation,  Ateamboat 

Inland  mail  transportation,  electric  and  cable  cars  . 

Mail-messeneer  service 

Wagon  servme 

Mail  bags  and  catchers 

Mail  locas  and  keys 

Repair  shop  for  mail  bags 

Kailway  post-ofHce  car  service 

Railway  post-ofilce  clerks 

Misoellaneon  s  items 

Transportation  of  foreign  mails 

Balance  due  foreign  countries 

Additional  compensation  to  Oceanic  Steamship  Co. 


Office  qf  the  Third  Assistant  Postmaster-Oeneral. 


Manufacture  of  postage  stamps 

Distribution  of  postage  stamps , 

Kent  of  stamp  agency 

Manufacture  of  stamped  envelopes,  etc 

Distribution  of  stamped  envelopes,  et« , 

Manufacture  of  postal  cards 

Dintribiition  of  postal  cards 

Rogistei-ed-package,  tag,  official,  and  dead-lett«r  envelopes 

Ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters 

Engraving,  printing,  and  binding  warrants  and  dri^ 

Special-delivery  service 

Miscellaneous  items 


Office  (^  the  Fourth  Assistant  Postmaster- Oensral. 


Mail  depredations  and  post-office  inspectors 
Payment  of  rewards 


Total. 


Amount 

appropriated, 

inclnding 

special  acta 

and 
deficiencies. 


$5,000.00 
1,000.00 


16,250, 

10, 41)0, 

l,6i>0. 

150. 

15. 

12.847, 

50, 

80, 

50, 

10, 

80, 

1, 

16, 

60, 

27, 


000.00 
000.  CO 
OIK).  00 
000.00 
000.00 
612.63 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.  oo 
500.00 
000.00 
000.00 
704.46 


29,000. 

190, 

5, 354, 

400, 

150, 

1, 180, 

710, 

845, 

46. 

8. 

3,400, 

7,739, 

1, 

1,825. 

120, 

80, 


000.00 
614.22 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
500.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 
000.00 


160,000.00 

12, 000. 00 

600.00 

830.000.00 

17,800.00 

186,  OOO.  00 

7,800.00 

105, 000. 00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

833.038.84 

500.00 


800, 000. 00 
25,000.00 


Expended. 


$4,999.87 
45.00 


16, 908, 

10,  ;J72, 

1,506, 

137. 

11, 

12,842. 

49. 

79, 

39, 

6, 

2«. 

14, 
60, 
27. 


384.55 
403. 84 
338.03 
177.30 
288.50 
277.20 
887.05 
971.63 
380.00 
679.13 
807.57 
753.05 
409.45 
824.65 
704.45 


28,878, 

158, 

5,3l.% 

899, 

139, 

950, 

705. 

341, 

41, 

7. 

3«  360, 

7.720. 

1.703. 

lOT, 

80. 


390.11 
014.92 
300.77 
990.59 
734.81 
283.04 
260.25 
965.16 
754.53 
749.24 
869.82 
83S.39 
992.52 
018.77 
080.42 
000.00 


155.403.35 

9, 815. 60 

600.00 

719, 194. 79 

17,611.00 

171,377.03 

6, 138. 49 

91.870.39 

525.12 


333.068.34 


271,400.64 
6, 700. 00 


94,076,669.64 


93,781,287.86 


Balaaee 
nnezpeaei 


0658.  aSlK 

1'7.306l]I 

83,661.97 

12.82179 

3,711.90 

5.335.43 

112.95 

28.37 

10, 63).  00 

3,320.87 

3,19143 

746L9S 

5M.U 

9,17S.SS 


121,6».» 

38.509.30 
40.698.23 
9.41 
10,285.19 
179,766.96 
4.739.75 
3,034g4 
3,243.47 
750-76 
39,130.18 
9,161.61 
7. 48 
121,981.23 
12,919.58 


4,506.66 
2.184.40 


110,806.21 

189. 96 

14,622.97 

1,661.51 

13,129.61 

474.88 

1,000.00 


600LOO 


28, 6M.36 
18.300.00 


953,7«6l33 


a|658,384.56  expended  in  exoeaa  of  the  appropriatioii. 


AtlDITOE — MI8CKLLANEO0B  PAYMENTS. 


imritf  tkt  fiteti  gtar 
-— jr-Gmtnl. 


AVOnNT  PAID  BT  VAItBAKT. 


Om» 

TawkmillDwad. 

ForwbMohJeot. 

A..... 

UK. 

For  OH)  5-Mri  .ubaerlplloii  to  ihe  N.»  York  UaH. 
tiBM  HsKlitarfrani  JoLf  ].lSBS,taJuM3i).lBB7. 

MOO 

3S.W 

Jul,    t 



No.  6.— 5tal«Mral  i»  <lclail  0/  mi«MlIa««otM  paymenl$  nad«  bg  the  Pott-OJ/iee  Department 
fanng  Oefisail  year  ended  June  30,  IS'JT,  and  charged  to  nitnelUtneoiu  and  incidental 
«M*,  f^  */  Ma  F\r»t  Aeiittanl  Poetma$Ur-Om«ral. 


AUOinrt  PAID  B 


■  WARRANT. 


Aig.n     A-RHort... 


L  of  Jnly,  1 


Oti.  M 
Dm.  it 
Dec  M 

Dta.  M 


official  ba>lii*Mdiit' 

OD  oSaial  ddtfu  tt 

7oT  sxpcDBaB  tDonrred  dnrlog  the  month  of  Sap. 
umber.  IBM,  at  Ocuu  Oro>«,  N.  J.,  uid  Hew 
York.  N.  T. 

""""""        °       mmtbofO^obeT.IKM. 


(114.  M 

iia.u 

1*4. » 


A.  W.  Uactien 
A.B.BDit.... 


rarei]>eDi»  inoarreil „ 

buelnviB  ilorlug  ifae  tDonth  of  Hovember,  IBM. 

?orex|>cusea  lucarred  ■■  Saperinleudeut  of  Free 
Dellvso  during  D««Bniber,  18a«,  og  dMkll  1« 

!'ar  eipanxa  Iscarred  wblle  enaiiged  00  olBci«l 
bOAlDreia  during  Deoember.  IfUt. 


Thomu  B.  HkTcbe. . . 


>'oreipeiii>«liicarrBddnr1oetbemai]tbof  Umr 

IMT,  •rblle  trareliDg  on  oBrcUl  boaiiiBU. 
Tor  eiponiiBi  Incnrrod  while  Innpectlng  for  fr 

''oreipenaeaincurrTdduriiig  Ibemonthaof  Ap: 
tUf.  ud  Jane,  IN7. 

B  EC  APIT  CL  ATION. 

it'ipal  poet-oOlnea  sraditad  Id  qnartvrlj'  act 


Faorth  qiurtcr.  IgM. .. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


No.  1,— 'Statement  in  detail  of  mi9oellane<nu paymente  madehy  the  Po$t-Offiee  Departmni 
during  thefieoal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897,  and  charged  to  miscellaneoue  items,  ofiee  of  ih* 
Second  Assistant  Postmaster- General. 


Date. 


1896. 
July    7 

Jaly  80 


Ang.    6 
Oct    10 

Oct.    27 

Oot    81 

Deo.   16 

1807. 
Jan.   2u 
Jan.   20 

Feb.     9 

Apr.    2 
Apr.    2 

Apr.    9 

Apr.    9 

Apr.  12 

May  11 

June    1 

Jnly    8 
July    8 

July    7 

Joly    9 


To  whom  allowed. 


C.  Keilfion 


E.  H.  Morriaon,  manager, 
office  Specialty  Manufac* 
tnring  Go. 

C.Keilaon 


.do 


Frank  M.  Eyana,  manager, 
The  Smith  Premier  Type- 
writer Co. 

C.Neilaon 


.do 


W.  Andrew  Boyd 

The  Smith  Premier  Type- 
writer Co. 
0.  Neilaon 


The  Smith  Premier  Type- 
writer Co. 
C.  Neilaon , 


Wyckoff,  Seamana  &  Bene- 
dict. 

The  Smith  Premier  Type- 
writer Co. 

do 


W.  S.  Shallenberger. 


The  Smith  Premier  Type- 
writer Co. 
.....do 


Wyp.koff,  Seamana  &  Bene- 
dict. 

The  Smith  Premier  Type- 
writer Co. 

W.  a  Shallenberger 


Total 


For  what  ol^^ct. 


For  expenaea  incnrred  whQe  trmvelinff  on  official 

bnaiueaa  during  the  montli  of  July,  1896. 
For  furniahlng  one  8-drawer  Ale  oaae 


For  expenaea  incurred  while  travelins  on  official 
bnaineaa  daring  the  month  of  Jaly,  I8II6. 

For  expenaea  incnrred  while  traTefing  on  official 
bnaineaa  daring  the  montha  of  Anguatf  Septem- 
ber, and  October,  1896. 

For  f umialiing  aeveo  key  tope  and  atema 


For  expenaea  incurred  while  traveling  on  official 
bnaineaa  daring  the  month  of  October,  18B6. 

For  expenaea  incurred  while  traveling  on  official 
buaineaa  during  the  montha  of  November  and 
December,  1896. 

For  one  District  of  Columbia  Directory,  1807 

For  fnmiahing  two  key  topa  and  atema 


For  expenaea  iBonrred  while  trareling  on  official 
bnaineaa  dnringthe  montha  of  December,  1896, 
and  January,  1W7. 

For  famiahing  eight  typewriter  key  topa  and  atema . 

For  exjMnaea  incnrred  while  traveling  on  official 
bnaineaa  daring  the  montha  of  Feomary  and 
March,  1897. 

For  famiahing  one  No.  6  typewriter  and  atand 


For  remodeling  one  Smith  Premier  typewriter 

For  famiahing  fonr  typewriter  key  topa  and  atema 

and  three  t^'pe. 
For  expenaea  incnrred  while  traveling  on  official 


and  three  t^'pe. 

'or  expenaea  inonrrea  woue  traveling  on 
bnaineaa  during  the  month  of  May,  1897. 


For  fnmiahing  one  No.  2  Smith  Premier  typewriter 

and  atand. 

For  remodeling  two  typewritera 

For  furniahingtwo  No.  6  typewritera,  with  tablea 

and  eovera. 
For  remodeling  one  typewriter 


For  expenaea  incnrred  whfle  traveling  mi  official 
bnaineaa  during  the  montba  of  May  and  June, 

1897. 


IQlN 

an 

87.85 
LIS 


49.» 


.40 

a.0 


LM 

a&7s 

»i59 

7L2S 

.94 

ILM 

9L» 

135l37 
180L09 

7L» 


998.92 


AUDITOR — NUMBER   OF   FOURTH-CLASS   POST-OFFICES.       859 

— TdlmlaHonf  hy  States  and  Twritarie*,  of  the  number  of  fourth-cloBi  posUojfices 
*rding  to  ike  amount  of  poatmastert^  oompenaation  for  the  fi$cal  year  ended  June 
1897. 


sea  and  Territoriaa. 


aa 

1 

la 

■aa 

Ilia 

do 

sticut 

ire 

;t  of  Colombia 

I 

a , 

I 

a 

Territory... 

I 

3^ 

ina 

tad 

shnsetta 

:»i» 

iota 

a:!!::::::;:; 

na 

ika 

a , 

[ampaliira.... 

emey 

[exico 

ork 

Carolina 

DakoU 

ima 

I 

rlvania 

laland 

>aroliua 

[>akota 

wee 

niV.V.'.'.'.'.V.V. 

ia 

a^too 

i^irj^iuia 

lain 

Ing 

Total 


$50  or 


1, 


1, 


1. 


1, 


1. 


1, 


146 

8 

41 

853 

248 

171 

25 

44 

2 

294 

190 

100 

432 

507 

150 

307 

452 

218 

370 

163 

274 

22 

873 

391 

769 

829 

94 

296 

54 

54 

74 

74 

492 

505 

190 

7J0 

210 

258 

937 

9 

641 

242 

453 

778 

57 

34 

155 

251 

770 

400 

94 


21, 361 


$60.01  to 
$100. 


420 

8 
42 

378 
290 
130 

75 

36 

2 

264 

468 

83 
479 
544 
125 
326 
202 
024 
215 
295 
337 

73 
442 
292 
392 
650 

87 
167 

37 
105 
172 

71 
724 
570 

06 

794 

142 

197 

1,278 

24 
260 
111 
555 
707 

75 

98 
969 
163 
418 
401 

52 


15,553 


$100.01  to 
$200. 


811 
2 

45 
248 
382 
167 
108 

29 

0 

228 

333 

86 
477 
443 

87 
841 
300 
398 
180 
801 
301 
152 
428 
264 
257 
510 

94 
136 

32 
135 
213 

62 
810 
343 

90 
719 

70 

150 

1,126 

16 
190 
107 
332 
658 

80 
153 
643 
165 
282 
364 

55 


13,300 


$200.01  to 
$500. 


222 
3 

87 
180 
801 
146 
161 

34 

4 

158 

270 

59 
687 
376 

78 
400 
322 
233 
197 
300 
182 
279 
427 
270 
136 
417 

99 
237 

32 
171 
243 

64 
940 
108 

97 
668 

61 

136 

1,070 

51 
128 
112 
207 
413 

65 
187 
334 
136 
200 
360 

39 


12,127 


$5C0.01  to 
$1,000. 


52 
1 

17 
61 

148 
59 
67 
14 
3 
46 
83 
28 

298 

188 
24 

271 

170 
76 
40 

.82 
40 

162 

184 

157 
80 

184 
27 

140 

6 

54 

108 
14 

357 
83 
46 

206 
16 
38 

300 
28 
44 
68 
61 

158 
27 
46 
66 
46 
55 

132 
13 


TotaL 


4,598 


2,151 

22 

182 

1,719 

1,463 

673 

436 

157 

11 

989 

2,344 

356 

2,273 

2,008 

459 

1,645 

1,536 

2  549 

1,002 

1,141 

1,134 

688 

1.854 

1,374 

1.634 

2,590 

401 

966 

161 

519 

810 

286 

3,823 

2,789 

518 

8,097 

499 

785 

4,711 

128 

1,263 

630 

2,608 

2,614 

304 

518 

3,167 

761 

1.731 

1,717 

253 


66,948 
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REPORT   OF  THE   POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 


No.  9. — Comparative  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Post-Ojflce  Departmat 

from  July  1,  1836,  to  June  30, 1897. 


Fiscal  year— 


1837. 
1838. 

ii<ao. 

1840. 
1841. 
1842. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 
1846. 
1847. 
1848. 
1849. 
1850. 
1851. 
1852. 
1853. 
185«. 
1855. 
1856. 
1857. 
1858. 
1859. 
1860. 
1861. 
1862. 
1863. 
1864. 
1865. 
1866. 
1867. 
1808. 
1860. 
1870. 
1871. 
1872. 
1873. 
1874. 
187B. 
187C. 
1877. 
1878. 
1879. 
1880. 
1881. 
1882. 
1883. 
1884. 
1885. 
1886. 
1887. 
1888. 
1880. 
1890. 
1891. 
1802. 
1893. 
1894. 
1895. 
1896. 
1897. 


Baceiptfl. 


Beveiiae. 


$4,945,668.21 

4,238,733.46 

4, 484, 656. 70 

4,543,521.92 

4, 407, 726. 27 

4,546.840.65 

4, 206, 225. 43 

4, 237,  287. 83 

4,289,841.80 

3,487,199.35 

3,880,300.23 

4,555,211.10 

4,705,176.28 

5.499,084.86 

6,410,604.33 

5, 184, 526. 84 

5,240,724.70 

6,255,586.22 

6,642,136.13 

6,020,821.66 

7,353,951.76 

7, 486, 792. 86 

7. 068, 484. 07 

8,518,067.40 

8, 340, 296. 40 

8, 299, 820. 90 

11, 163, 789. 59 

12,438,253.78 

14, 556, 158. 70 

14, 436, 986. 21 

15, 297, 026. 87 

16,292,600  80 

18,  344, 510. 72 

10,772,220.65 

20, 037, 045. 42 

21, 015, 42G.  37 

22,096,741.57 

26,471,071.82 

26, 701, 360. 59 

28,644,197.50 

27, 531, 585. 26 

20, 277, 516. 95 

30,041,082.86 

33,315,479.34 

36, 785, 307. 97 

41.876.410.15 

45,508,692.61 

43, 325, 958, 81 

42, 560, 843. 83 

43, 048, 422. 05 

48,  837, 600. 30 

52, 605, 176. 70 

56. 175. 611. 18 
60,882,007.02 
65, 031, 785. 72 
70, 030, 475. 08 
75. 806. 933. 16 
75,080.470.04 

76. 083. 128. 19 
82, 400, 208. 40 
82,665,462.73 


Tnaanxy  granta. 


$482,057.00 


750, 000. 00 

12, 500. 00 

126,000.00 


1.741, 

2,255, 

2. 736, 

3, 114, 

3, 748, 

4,  528, 

4,679, 

3,015, 

11, 154, 

4,630, 

2, 598. 

1,007, 

749, 

3, 


444.44 

0(10.00 
748.06 
542.26 
881.56 
0U4.67 
270.71 
946. 40 
167.54 
806.53 
953.71 
848. 72 
980.00 
068.46 


3.001, 
5,096. 
5, 707, 
4. 022, 
4, 126. 
4,993, 
5,990. 
5, 922, 
6.704. 
5,088, 
7, 013, 
5, 307, 
3,297, 
3.  597, 
3,207, 
6, 
21, 
140, 
6,066, 
8, 751, 
4, 746. 
3,886, 
5, 745, 
6,100, 
4,441, 
6,260, 
6,727, 

10,200. 
0,872, 
8, 830, 

12,133, 


606.67 
525, 00 
115.30 
140.85 
200. 00 
750.00 
475.00 
433. 56 
646.06 
583.03 
300.00 
652. 82 
965.25 
717.20 
921. 46 
595.12 
416.85 
690. 70 
473.00 
070. 78 
167.06 
441.70 
017.80 
000.00 
772.08 
232.64 
828.43 
805.13 
062.53 
600.56 
392.88 


TotaL 


♦4,945, 

4,238, 

4,484, 

4,543. 

4.890. 

4,546. 

4.206, 

4,2:<7. 

4,289, 

4,237. 

3,802, 

4,680. 

4,705, 

5,499. 

6, 410, 

6. 925, 

7.  495, 

8,092, 

0,756, 

10,669, 

11,881, 

12, 166, 

11,884. 

10,672, 

12,089, 

10, 808, 

12,171. 

13, 188, 

14, 560, 

14. 436, 

19,288. 

21, 989, 

24.051, 

23,794, 

24.163. 

26,900, 

28,087. 

32, 303, 

33, 406, 

33,732, 

34,544, 

•>4,  Dod, 

33,330, 

36, 913, 

40.083. 

41, 88:i, 

45, 530. 

43,466, 

48,627, 

52,699, 

53.583, 

56,081. 

01.920, 

66,082. 

70,373, 

77,190, 

82.624, 

85,281. 

86,856. 

01,320. 

04,708. 


668.21 

733. 46 

656.70 

521.02 

383.27 

849.65 

225.43 

287.83 

841.80 

109.35 

800.23 

211. 10 

176.28 

964.86 

604.33 

071.28 

724. 70 

335.18 

678.39 

703.22 

956.43 

063.57 

430.56 

234.04 

102. 93 

774.61 

038.31 

233. 78 

127.16 

086.21 

693.54 

125.80 

626.  e2 

361.50 

245.42 

176.37 

216. 57 

505.37 

007.55 

780.53 

88.'>.26 

160.77 

048.11 

196.54 

319. 43 

005.27 

109.46 

649.00 

316.83 

403.68 

776.45 

618.49 

629.07 

097.92 

557.80 

708.62 

761.59 

374.17 

090.72 

806.96 

855.01 


SxpeoditnRt. 


$3,288,319.03 
4,430,6(0.21 
4,636,536.31 
4,718,235.64 
4,499,527.61 
5.674.751.88 
4,374.753.71 
4, 296, 51170 
4,320,73L» 
4,076.036101 
3,979.54110 
4,326,85an 
4, 479, 04a  1} 
S.  212. 063. 43 
0.278. 401.  tt 
7. 108. 45a  04 
7.982,75«L» 
8,577.424.12 
9.968,34129 
10, 405.2861 39 
11.508.057.93 
12.722,470.01 
11,458,083.6 
19,170,609.99 
18,006,730,11 
11,125,364.13 
11,314.207.81 
12.644.786.29 
13,094,728.28 
15,352,079.30 
19, 21)5,483. 46 
22.  730. 591 65 
23.698,131.50 
23.998,8;{7.63 
24,390,104.08 
26.658.19131 
29.084.945.67 
32.1261414.56 
33,611.309.45 
83,263.487.56 
33,486,32144 
34. 105,  084. 49 
33,449.899.45 
30. 542. 803. 6S 
39,502.566.22 
40,482,02L23 
43,282.944,43 
47,224.500.27 
50.046.235.21 
51.004.743.80 
53,006,194.30 
56,408.315.29 
62.317.110.36 
00,250,547.84 
73,050.510.48 
76.980.846.16 
81,S81.68L33 
84,094.111.63 
87,170.551.28 
00,932,660.50 
94,077.34118 


AUDITOB — ^PRESIDENTIAL  POST-OFFICES. 
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No.  11. — Statement  ihowing  the  tranaactwne  of  the  money-order  offlcei  of  the  United  State$ 

during  the  year  ended  June  SO,  1897 — Continued. 


Stat«8  and  Terri- 
tories. 


Foreign 
ezcbnoge 
received. 


Number 

oertiflcatea 

of 

deposit. 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California I    $41,102.47 

Colorado I 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia .  I  205. 20 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Dlinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Territory. . 
Iowa 


U,001 


Deposits 
receiyed  from 
postmasters. 


$1,788,160.44 


Drafta  on 
postmaster 

at 

Hew  York, 

N.Y. 


$46,346.00 


Drafts 
on  assistant 

treasurer 

at  New  York, 

N.Y. 


Trans- 
ferred from 
postiu;e 
tana. 


$16,01Ltl 


I 


Xentncky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Haryland 

ICaasachnsetts... 

Michigan 

Minnesota , 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada , 

New  Hampshire . 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina . . 
North  Dakota... 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon  

Pennsylvania 

Bhode  Island... 
South  Carolina.. 
South  Dakota ... 

Tennessee 

Texas , 

Utah 

Vermont , 

Virginia , 

'Washington 

West  Virginia. . 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Total 


15,619.71 


66,087.88 


1.488 

3,748 

35,277 

12.848 

0, 130 

600 

7,462 

7, 378 

16,774 

1,  V^ 

68,780 

27.726 


44,062 
15,328 

8,057 
17.278 
11,335 

7.622 
81,663 
81,214 
30,064 

8.430 
61, 476 

7.652 
20,177 


8.018 

0.698 

8,757 

88,590 

6.922 

6,701 

47.001 

2,123 

12.583 

58,885 

3,537 

7.814 

6,768 

16,599 

41,686 

4,887 

3,797 

12, 146 

10.300 

4, 108' 

27,860 

003 


877,047 


247, 

371, 

7,797, 

2,240, 

1,063, 

46, 

927, 

789, 

1, 813, 

339, 

16,722, 

3,000. 

3,976. 
1.457, 

904, 
2.960, 
1,108, 

898, 
5,695, 
3,269. 
3.998, 

937, 
7, 327, 
1.880, 
2,504, 

259, 

704, 

486, 
38,374, 

630. 

621, 
6,380, 

242, 
2,456, 
7,277, 

395, 

999, 

765. 
1. 883. 
5,365. 

711. 

337, 
1,480, 
1, 650, 

308, 
3,269. 

128, 


214. 75 
717.60 
081.37 
352.55 
453.96 
484.11 
839.19 
806.15 
490.60 
220.09 
016.51 
883.82 
1.94 
883.20 
431.76 
741.94 
484.03 
894.81 
194.41 
090.82 
492.55 
030. 55 
457.96 
649.19 
700.83 
828.19 
.12 
618. 87 
816. 01 
041.84 
351. 85 
550.21 
522.31 
250.77 
183.99 
432. 61 
737. 72 
098.48 
820.80 
740.44 
536.32 
916.86 
050.18 
430.63 
527.97 
017.02 
658.07 
336.40 
964.85 


28, 
110, 
390, 

88, 
193. 

15, 
131. 

84. 
208, 

18, 
1,212, 
786, 
4, 
486, 
682, 
166, 

61, 
128, 
807, 
830, 
1, 169. 
485, 

71, 

722, 

8, 

158. 

17, 

82, 
803, 

13, 

1.672, 

179, 

17, 
1,205, 

67, 

101, 

1,103, 

3, 

41. 
111. 
244, 
368, 

44. 

53. 
180, 

86, 

28, 
694, 


750.00 

125.00 

166.50 

093.00 

153.00 

85.VO0 

885.00 

060.00 

295.00 

157.00 

567.00 

726.00 

530.00 

080.00 

180.00 

570.00 

960.00 

801.00 

675.00 

028.06 

030.00 

350.74 

730.00 

489.  UO 

575.00' 

202.00* 

580.00' 

295.  OO! 

824. 001 

820.  OO! 

139.50 

748.00 

815.00 

484.00 

605.00 

071.25 

929.75 

805.00 

315.00 

270.00 

557.00 

337.00 

490.00 

480.00 

583.69 

617.25 

830.  OU 

064.00 

330.00 


147,795,849.88 


14,827,478.74 


$7,018,216.47 


6,557.36 

9,413.68 

83,647.26 

18, 646. 23 

11,734.68 

2,665.07 

1,010.00 

8, 097. 96 

8,018.28 

2,757.19 

111,827.70 

28,911.66 

8.146.65 

62,007.80 

.  34,743.82 

7,762.90 

18,465.31 

22,249.16 

8,465.06 

66.199.26 

86, 619. 10 

167, 146. 14 

14,608.68 

80.420.04 

3,368.72 

27,077.84 

3,583.00 

11.681.84 

46,066.44 

760.29 

380,191.66 

13, 152. 96 

3, 972. 62 

47,029.88 

8,748.18 

7,898.89 

146,041.16 

1,978.92 

12,642.98 

3,473.67 

16, 605. 70 

42,519.84 

6,286.68 

7,906.61 

19.185.21 

20,511.03 

13,393.41 

87,828.68 

215.76 


7, 018, 215. 47X  680, 088. 86 
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No.  11. — Statement  ehoiving  the  transactione  of  the  money-order  offices  of  the  United  States 

dnring  the  year  ended  June  SO,  1897 — Continued. 


States  and  Terri- 
tories. 

International  or- 
ders repaid. 

Foreign 

exchange 

purchased. 

Drafts  paid  by 

postmsHtcr  at 

New  York, 

N.  Y. 

Deposited  with 

assistant 

trcaiinrerat 

New  York, 

N.Y. 

Deposited 
on  account 
ofrevenae. 

No. 

Amoant. 

Alabama 

4 

2 

2 

4 

160 

50 

14 

1 

13 
8 
8 

$13. 10 

140. 00 

60.00 

6.71) 

1, 533. 08 

1,521.14 

188. 15 

40.02 

211.84 

55.10 

188. 02 

Alaska 

Ari  zona 

1 

Arkansas 



:i 

Califurnia 

Colorado 

Gounecticat 

Delaware 

1 

District  of  Columbia. . 



Florida 

Georeia 

1        

Idaho 

Illinois 

65 
5 

6.12. 84 
9.44 



$1,502,000.00 

Indiaaa 



Indian  Territory 

Iowa 

4 

16 
2 
3 
1 

33 
867 

15.01 

64.10 

2.75 

16. 58 

0.22 

185.45 

4,895.04 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Loalsisna 

i 

Maine 

1 

If  arylsnd 

i 

Massadiosetts 

1 

Michigsn 

/ 

Minnesota 

2 

10.41 

Mississippi 

Missonri. 

Montana 

3 
20 

12.48 
220.24 

t 

Nebraska 

Neva<Ia 

New  Hampsbire 

1 
22 

1 
727 

6.00 

330.85 

.99 

10,740.17 

1 

New  Jersey....  ...... 

1 

New  Mexico 

i 

New  York 

|7, 887, 334. 71  !  $14, 107, 339. 90 

1 

5,872,204.61 

$050, 059. 34 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

2 
13 

7.00 
130. 57 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

..     .       . 

Oregon  

28 

131 

50 

2 

468.62 

1, 509.  99 

534.86 

2.21 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode'  Island 

Sonth  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

: 

.....w. ...... 

Tennessee 

1 

25.87 

i 

Utah' 

Vermont 

1 
7 

4.90 
84.00 

Virginia 

Washington 

WestV&ginia 

1 

9.74 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

2 

15.01 

Total 

1,785 

23, 861. 32 

7,887,334.71 

14.107,339.90 

7,464,204.61 

950, 059. 34 

AUDITOR — MONEY-ORDER   TRANSACTIONS.  953 

No.  12. — Statement  ihowing  the  receipte  and  dUbunemenii  of  the  moneys  order  offices  of 
the  United  Statee  during  thefieoal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  poBtroaeteni  June  30,  1896 $3,620,976.47 

Amount  received  for  doniefttic  money  orders  issued $174, 482, 676. 94 

Amount  recei ved  for  international  tnonoy  orders  issued 13, 588, 379. 83 

Total  issued 188,071,050.27 

Amount  received  for  fees  on  domestic  money  orders  issued 1. 456, 440. 14 

Amount  received  for  fees  on  international  nianey  orders  issued 173, 379. 30 

Total  fees 1,629,819.44 

Amount  of  forcijn>  exchange  received 56,987.38 

Amount  of  deposits  received  from  postmasters 147, 71)5, 849. 38 

Amount  of  drafts  drawn  on  postmaster  at  New  York,  X.  T 14, 327. 476. 74 

Amount  of  drafts  drawn  on  asMstant  treasurer  at  New  Tork,  N.  Y. . .        7, 018, 215. 47 

Amount  transferred  frum  postage  fund.. I,6e9, 066. 36 

Amount  of  gain 1,818.72 

Balance  due  postmasters  June  80, 1897 1,744.70 

170,891,158.75 

Total  receipta 364,113,010.93 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Amount  of  domestic  money  orders  paid 174, 302, 783. 18 

Amount  of  international  money  orders  paid... 5,815,016. 12 

Total  paid 180,117,799.30 

Amount  of  International  money  orders  repaid 2'<.  861. 32 

Amount  of  foreign  exchange  purchased 7,887,334.71 

Amount  of  drafts  paid  by  postmaster  at  Now  York,  X.  Y 14, 197, 339. 90 

Amount  denositecl  with* assistant  treasurer  nt  Now  York,  N.  Y.,  to 

credit  of  rostraaster-General  on  money-order  account 5, 872, 204. 61 

Amount  deposited  with  assistant  treasurer  at  Chicago,  111.,  to  credit 

of  Postmaster-General  on  money -order  account 1, 592, 000. 00 

Amount  deposited  with  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  to 

credit  of  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  use  of  the  Post-Office 

Department,  lieing  the  revenue  on  money-order  account  for  quarters 

enaed  March  31 ,  June  30,  September  30,  and  December  31, 1896 950, 059. 84 

A  mount  deposited  at  first-class  offices 147, 879, 301. 86 

Amonn t  transferred  to  postage  fund 1,408. 447. 55 

Amount  of  loss 27,817.18 

Amount  of  expense 146,342.46 

Amount  paid  for  commissions  on  money  orders 513, 892. 83 

Balance  clue  postmasters  June  30, 1896 3. 927. 95 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  poatmaatera  June  30, 1897 3, 582, 591. 92 

183.095,211.63 

Total  disburaementa 364,113,010.93 


No.  13. — Statement  ihowing  the  transfers  to  aud  from  mouey- order  account  during  the  fiscal 

year  ended  June  SO,  1897, 

Amount  transferred  to  money-order  account f  1  689. 066. 36 

Balance  due  postal  account  «f  une  30, 1896 G85, 918. 94 

$2, 374, 985. 30 

Amount  transferred  from  money -order  acoouut 1, 408. 447. 55 

Balance  due  postal  account  June  30, 1897 006,537.75 

2,374,985.30 


No.  14. — Statement  shotcivg  the  money  order  transactions  xttiih  the  United  Stales  assistant 

treasurers  at  New   York,  N.  Y.,  and  Chicago,  111,,  during  fiscal  year  ended  June 

SO,  1897. 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y. 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  assistant  treasurer.  June  30, 1896 $74 1 ,  781. 44 

Amount  deposited  with  assistant  treasurer 5, 872, 20  i.  61 

Amount  transferred  from  assistant  treasurer  » t  Chicago,  HI 1, 200, 000. 00 

$7,813,986.05 

Amount  of  drafts  paid  by  assistant  treasurer : 

For  current  use 4,750,000.00 

For  revenue 9.'>0,059.34 

For  balance  of  transft^rs  due  postage  account 1, 318. 156. 18 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  asaistant  treasurer 795, 770. 58 

7,813,986.05 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  assistant  treasurer,  June  30,  1896 194,000.00 

Amount  deposited  with  assistant  treasurer 1,592,000.00 

1,786.000.00 

Amount  transferred  to  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York.  N.  Y 1, 200, 000. 00 

JSalancein  the  bands  of  assistant  treasurer.  June  30,  1897 586,000.00 

1,786,000.00 


954         REPORT  OP  THE  POSTMASTER-GENERAL. 

No.  15. — Statement  ehowing  the  revenue  which  accrued  on  money-order  iraneacUmu 

fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1897. 

DOMESTIC. 

Amount  received  for  feea  on  orders  iasueil $1,466,440.14 

Amount  of  gain.... 1,818.72 

$1,458,258.M 

Amoant  allowed  postraastera : 

For  comm  issi  on  a 610, 801. 84 

For  incidental  expenses 128,318.00 

For  lost  remittances  and  burgliyries 14, 604. 12 

Uncollected  accounts  of  previons  years 13, 123. 06 

668,028.01 

Net  revenue 700,230.86 

1,458,258.81 

INTERNATIONAL. 

Amount  received  for  fees  on  orders  issued 173, 370. 30 

Amount  of  fl«in  on  exchange 62, 444. 03 

235,  saa 

Amount  allowed  postmasters : 

For  commissions $3, 000. 00 

For  incidental  exitenses 17,023.47 

20, 024. 46 

Amount  allowed  foreign  countries : 

For  excess  of  commissions 38, 800  48 

For  incidental  expenses 30. 18 

38.84&66 

Net  reven  ne 178, 050. 21 

235,82319 

RECAPITULATION  OF  NET  REVENUR 

Bevenne  on  domestic  money  order  tranAnctions 700. 230. 85 

Kevenne  on  international  money  -order  transactions 176, 060. 21 

Total  revenue 007,10.01 


No.  lQ,^Statemettt  of  assets  and  liabilities. 

ASSETS. 


Amount  in  the  hands  of  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York.  N.  Y. 

Ainonnt  in  the  hands  of  assistant  treusurer  at  Chicago,  111 

Amount  in  the  hands  of  postmasters..... 


LIABILITIES. 

Amount  due  postal  account,  being  balance  due  on  transfers  June  30, 
1897 

Amount  due  Post-Office  Department,  being  the  revenue  on  money-onler 
acrount,  for  quarters  ended  March  31  and  June  30,  1807 

Unpaid  domestic  money  orders $8, 404, 555. 88 


Less  amount  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of 
unpaid  money  orders  ^ 


1,600,000.00 


Unpaid  international  money  orders,  outstanding  certificates  of  deposit, 

and  balances  of  nnacy usted  international  accounts 

Balance  due  postmasters  June  30, 1807 


1705,770.58 

580,000.00 

3, 582, 501. 02 


066,537.75 
455,578.22 

1,804,555.88 

1,735,046.45 
1,744.70 


$4,06l,9fi.M 


4,064,961N 


1  Applications  for  warranto  for  the  payment  of  invalid  money  orders  have  been  certified  to  the 
amount  of  $82,082.  S2, 


AUDITOR INTERNATIONAL   MONEY   ORDERS. 
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-Principal  Intkrnational  Monet-Orbbb  Transactions  ddriko  thb 
Fiscal  Tkar  Ending  Juns  30, 1897. 

ikomng  the  nnmler  ofiniemational  lUtt  oforden  of  United  Siaie$  issue  received, 
!d,  re^tered,  and  checked;  aleo  ike  number  and  value,  by  countries,  of  orders 


NAtkWilitlM. 


ian* 

y---"    -•'•'".' 

ain 

[slands 

I ^'"- 

ilandft 

f. :::::::::::::: 

iind 

I  Walia 

Dd 

tiiiia!  !.'.'.*!*."."- 1  i 

Dd  Tobago 

lalanda 

\ 


Knmber 
of  lists. 

Knmber 
of  orders 
certified. 

186 

35,151 

66 

147 

181 

8,481 

87 

201 

31 

120 

312 

113,878 

148 

529 

211 

12,213 

12 

26.871 

187 

184,905 

358 

390,157 

101 

636 

27 

7 

88 

282 

183 

10,503 

108 

26,386 

118 

588 

40 

6,056 

38 

365 

178 

750 

182 

5.014 

62 

3.652 

28 

877 

21 

892 

208 

25,605 

230 

361 

26 

230 

37 

1 

22 

106 

209 

78.679 

183 

16,486 

23 

164 

44 

220 

27 

947 

08 

857 

8.914 

945,497 

Yslxie. 


$576,564. 

2. 192. 

120. 052. 

3,127. 

1. 342. 

1,605.989. 

11. 034. 

196, 787. 

365,060. 

2. 472. 007. 

4, 689, 8.m 

11, 297. 

174. 

6,329. 

188, 8U7. 

710. 056. 

8,335. 

164, 108. 

4,924. 

15,173. 

51, 339. 

52,009. 

19, 740. 

15, 835. 

560.365. 

6,032. 

3,758. 

2,050! 

1,459,608. 

340,623. 

2,514. 

8,885. 

19,698. 

11,287. 


12 
14 
87 
82 
21 
87 
55 
09 
80 
58 
26 
78 
50 
07 
64 
52 
82 
08 
47 
44 
74 
34 
76 
22 
31 
82 
07 
50 
18 
71 
12 
44 
27 
19 
95 


Increase. 


$05,294.67 

4,245.69 

13,399.67 


815.43 

174.50 

1,985.49 


9,726.20 
317.09 


18a  64 


6,121.02 
'22,'239.'38 


01.35 
138,824.08 


495.38 

78.24 

1,615.60 


13,608,054.25 


205,614.42 


Decrease. 


$28,735.12 

488.18 

14,482.19 

1.022.16 

196.68 


11,358.79 
172.598.50 
272,669.28 


10,274.70 


2,801.35 


805.97 
7,398.06 


638.80 
8. 116. 86 


2,596.80 

891.65 

86.20 


8,758.04 


8.855.17 


537,624.96 


showing  the  number  of  international  lists  of  orders  of  foreign  issue  ree^red, 
9d,  registered^  and  cheeked;  also  the  number  and  value,  by  countries,  of  orders 
I  to  the  United  States. 


Nfttionalitiss. 


liaos... 

y 

linl!" 
[slAods 

ilands. 

6:::::: 

Ind... 

I  Wales 


Kvmber 
of  lisU. 

Number 
of  orders 
certified. 

372 

6,002 

59 

697 

109 

2,081 

33 

401 

58 

811 

260 

153,502 

50 

2,108 

391 

3,080 

12 

7,614 

118 

52,720 

401 

87,852 

195 

4,717 

35 

5 

46 

160 

186 

2,885 

104 

2,124 

149 

8,001 

55 

1,482 

32 

635 

107 

408 

228 

2,340 

52 

2,078 

26 

1,770 

Yalnei 


$215, 

4, 

60, 

6, 

13, 

1,354, 

44, 

83, 

135, 

1,620, 

1.238, 

64, 

1. 
123, 

74, 
40, 
17, 
18, 
21. 
.  44, 
25. 


872. 
940. 

819. 
143. 
196. 
089. 
190. 
375. 
632. 
078. 
081. 
151. 
652. 
835. 
874. 
070. 
772. 
281. 
351. 
400. 
612. 
304. 


64 

18 
50 
70 
81 
18 
18 
33 
67 
50 
50 
86 
00 
04 
47 
20 
26 
96 
02 
85 
79 
48 
80 


$22,605.07 
179.55 


7,660.24 


151,496.43 

6.254.75 

151.00 

770.95 

20, 623. 83 

15,995.88 

1,002.63 

50.20 


2,110.53 
4, 497. 11 
3.638.29 
2,518.68 


$669.60 
4,533.72 


11.091.07 

2, 896. 21 

6,  036. 22 

834.16 

6,036.10 


14,138.02 


AriHTOE — WEMHl    OI     FOEEBB     HA: 


Ko.  18.— 5/«<f«rit<  tkowimtf  ike  wmtritt  of  i 
United  Siafn  to  Enropeamc9timtrie  ,  wic 
daring  thefical  far  emdiug  Jumt  J:  .  i<^'  ■ 


/;  i 


J  t:'  t-'  V  .i. 


>ni_*"*"' 


SteuDflhip  lines. 


Lettccii 


!''ZXBi^ 


htttBfttkMud  KsTifBtion 3:>.  43u.  351    4^.  57.-  «:. 

North Gcnuii  LloTd i!..  v;;i.oi'       1.  m    -. 

Contrd,  Limitfi^  Isew  York...    5'."J7;4J-     X^  ^.-^   : 

BimbiiTif-AiuericaB .''.i»bi..6-.       rr  «••  • 

WMteStar lu.il»i.25T      JL'..**^  ♦.»■ 

6«iM(ftl  TraiiMtUntir 

CoBJird,  Umited.  liiMtun 4IC.  liT"       K  7m-  ::, 

BcdSUr 

SetbtfiandftStfeaiuNuvigati'iEi 

.Ajidior LI.ll"'  ;  M 

TbiBrraDa 

.46- 


ToUl r>.8oL22:5     R5r  :■.    ■'- 


AurtZ. 


Ajevr.: 


mi. 


^•=^98!. 


-.    ^ 


•         . 


#         « 


Steauittbip  Uimh. 


Letterb 


iTlSte 


lBteniatk»aI  JTavigstion  ... 

Jfortli  G«nnAii  Lloyd 

Oujvd,  I.imitad  JS'ew  Voi  k 

Hmburg-AmeBricaii 

WliiteSur 

G«Mnd  TtantttiADtir 

Cuutrd.  Limitod,  Jiobtuii 

Warren — , , 


l.'Xl.  754  '.     -^ 


rzj 


r:)ti^ 


'»»j 


^      t     ^.     2» 


■••»      •• 


•-    4.   ji^.   -a 


1 


Total 


i.vxi.4ff^.     vk  J^  y- 
4i,  ir 

3a!.4»i    


"^     S.  -♦«     *.)     At*  -J."-     .«• 


SteuDfihip  Uoea. 


.«•  '.  UC^-JOitll^ 


Lettexm. 


Navigation 

¥ortk  German  Lii^d 

Coard.  Limited.  Kew  York. . 

Hambnre-ABMTicaa 

▼kili  Sar 

G<SBn]  Traaaatlaiitk 

Canard.  Limited.  Boston 

IflOedaDdaStacm  Sarigatiuu. 


Total. 


Grmm». 

Mb  IlL 

56. 740 


-  >-  *^ 


— ^»«"r*. 


■'*'fm». 


iJ"  :. 


■''■*iiii». 


-V.      •-■      -»<* 


*t  «.  '.jr.  -fC 


t  'T^ 


-^  ^V 


iV*" 


Uovd 


^tk  "^Stg 
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No.  19. — Statement  ehowing  the  weight  of  lettered  neioapapere.  etc,,  conveyed  to  foreign 
countriee  other  than  European,  hg  Bteamthip  linee,  during  the  Jiecal  year  ending  June 
SO,  1897. 


Btoamship  lines. 


Panamft  Kailroad  Steamsbip 

Pacific  Mail  Steanmhip  to  Japan,  oto  ... 

Oceanic  to  Australinn  colouies,  otc 

Occidoiital  and  Oriental 

Plant  Investiuont 

RedD 

Atlaa 

Royal  MaU 

Tarmouth 

CoetaRioa 

Quebec  

Lamport  8l  Holt 

Canada  Atlantic  and  Plant 

Pacific  Mail.  San  Frauciaco  to  Panama. . 

Oceanic  to  Hawaii  direct 

Northern  Pacific,  Japan,  etc 

Clyde 

Pnnce 

Norton 

Bootb 

Boston  Fruit 

Trinidad  Shipping  &  Trading,  Limited. 

Red  Croaa,  South  America 

Hew  York  and  Cuba  Mail,  Babaniaa 

New  York  and  Cuba  Mail.  Cuba 

New  York  aud  Porto  Rico 

New  York  and  Cuba  (contract) 

Royal  Dutch  West  India  MaU 

Sloman'B  Brazil 

Lower  California  Development 

Pacific  Coast  Steamship 

Oteri  IMoneer 

Florida  East  Coast  Steamship 

Doroerara  Steamship 

Greneral  Transatlantic,  West  Indies 

Pinot 

Weinberger 

Cari  bbean  Banana 

Pnget  Sound  and  Alaska 

New  York  and  Nicaragua 

Blueflelds  and  Rama 

New  York  and  Central  America 

Earn,  Limited 

Red  Cross,  Newfoundland 

Turner  

Allen,  Newfoundland 

Spanish  Tranaatlantio 

DelOrto 

Central  American  and  Commercial 

New  York  and  Haiti  Packet 

Orr  &.  Laubenheimer 

Alert  (tr.  S.  warship) 

Hoadley 

Suaker  City  Fruit 
nckman  Fruit 

Matina  Banana 

American  Express 

Plant  Steamship 

American  and  African 

Pacific  Mail  (Panama  to  San  Francisco) 

Wilson 

A.  Booth  Packing 

Bahamas,  Limited 

Morgan 

Snyoer  Banana 

Barranquilla  Steamship 

Union 

Straus 

Black  D  iamond 

Wilkens 

Camors 

Total 

Increase 


Letters. 


Qrawa. 

6,527.106 

6,703.748 

4,689.809 

4,342.284 

4,296.290 

3.214.130 

2,769.900 

2,308.907 

2,261.032 

1,966.492 

1,978.795 

1,639.802 

1, 318. 941 

1,284.455 

1, 197. 808 

1, 146. 000 

699.866 

638.690 

484.252 

454.690 

440.073 

380.840 

397.472 

327.870 

138.936 

295.816 

589.470 

292. 810 

235.924 

261.588 

194.492 

169.702 

140.928 

138.950 

98.625 

89.004 

91.941 

88. 696 

90.696 

7LO0O 

60.509 

50.510 

40.855 

60.750 

44.807 

46.591 

37.100 

34.838 

36.196 

35.220 

35.343 

26.407 

23.861 

22.277 

20.260 

15.076 

13.940 

11.608 

7.426 

6.410 

5.644 

6.716 

8.150 

2.160 

8.598 

3.940 

2.560 

L260 

.540 

.523 

.452 


63,884.380 
2, 908. 410 


Prints. 


QratM, 
182,886. 
67,669. 
115,374. 
46,689. 
43,056. 
45,596. 
50,625. 
38.880. 
11,860. 
26,784. 
23,148. 
41.320. 
10,261. 
16, 018. 
16,625. 
17,826. 

7,661. 
16,753. 
11,644. 

6,063. 

7,287. 

6,265. 

4,507. 

4,086. 
672. 

1,670. 

6,409. 

2,583. 

5.451. 

5,208. 

1,807. 

2,443. 

1,355. 

2, 176. 

1,164. 

1,155. 

1,482. 

1,450. 


660 

931 
241 
073 
126 
771 
083 
777 
266 
827 
366 
388 
286 
578 
848 
269 
545 
910 
496 
568 
371 
650 
976 
266 
330 
000 
029 
945 
683 
984 
708 
719 
974 
968 
646 
936 
791 
467 


1,682.600 
828.430 
800.620 
778. 110 

1,380.606 
649.296 
728.886 
485. 516 
686.489 
497.906 
851.825 
117. 219 
514.216 
343.305 
399. 719 
94.414 
824.786 


83.341 
20.510 


118.894 

14.566 

7.156 

6.633 

88.910 

341. 175 

.955 


12.780 
3.006 
2.211 


797,802.193 
67, 008. 778 
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No.  21. — Siaiemeut  $hawing  ike  weight  of  foreign  cloeed  mails  reiraMported  by  $ea  and 
the  amount  accruing  to  eteamehip  oompanie$  for  their  carritufe  during  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  SO,  1897, 


Steamship  lines. 


Oenenl  Trmnutlentio  (to  JamaioA) 

iDtematiooal  Ne vigatiou  (contract) 

Canard,  Limited  New  York : 

North  (rerman  Lloyd 

White  Star 

Hamburg- jlinerican  Packet 

Plant  Investment  (contract) 

International  Nayisation  ( nonoontraot) 

Panama  Bailroad  Sieamahip , 

New  York  and  CuUa  Mail  (Bahamas) 

Bed  D  (contract) 

New  York  and  Cnba  Mail  (contract,  Cuba  and  Mexico) . 

Florid*  East  Coast 

New  York  and  Cuba  Mail  (Santiago) 

Canada,  Atlantic  and  Plant 

Demerara  Steamship 

Ked  D  (nonoontraot) 

Clyde 

Earn  Steamship,  Limited , 

Quebec 

Atlaa. 


Nfftw  York  and  Central  America 

Booth 

Bed  Cross 


TotAl. 
Increase  ... 


Letters. 


dfranuu 


13,  MO.  704 

12. 519. 482 

8,  580. 024 

4, 7ti5. 826 

2,335.776 

1.012.445 

6U1.275 

302.  447 

167. 130 

147. 770 

50.205 

46.817 

6.633 

4.115 

.020 


.470 


.090 


44.  030.  80(7 
263.500 


Prints. 


Qrams, 

18.500 

72,238.039 

44,880.257 

32, 376. 349 

10.892.567 

9.0H3.444 

78,462.195 

1,904.403 

4,846.181 

3, 8V1. 088 

2. 213. 542 

a.  534. 079 

952.4.39 

417.349 

1.386 

1.180 

870.505 

291. 400 

S37.5:{5 

1,790.215 

80.6.50 

5.060 

17.400 

12.100 


270, 528. 922 
i4,2:]a.733 


Amoont. 


$L7» 


16,364.00 

11,404.62 

6,460.76 

3,130.68 


764.00 
711.27 
536.86 


18f.09 

46.68 

4.10 

.IS 

35.76 

28.13 

22.03 

173.22 

8.66 

.40 

1.60 

1.22 


39,833.97 


PMa97- 
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INDEX. 


Pace. 

Aboseof  second-class  rates 6 

"A"  cases,  nnmber  and  character  of  complaints 797-811 

recapitnlationof 815 

(registered)  investigated  and  closed 811 

referred  in  previous  years,  investi^ted  and  closed.  811 

Accoimts  with  Treasury  Department  adjusted  and  certified  to 829 

Addressing  mail  matter 608 

Adjustment  of  postmasters'  salaries 78-87 

Allowances  for  clerk  hire 82 

Amounts  drawn  from  the  Treasury _ 686 

Appointment  division 779 

number  of  cases  acted  on  during  year 790 

operationsof 783 

of  iKSStmasters 779 

Appropriation  for  clerk  hire,  increase  in 88 

postal  service,  statement  showing  condition  of  account.  _  856 

purchase  of  law  books 41 

Appropriations,  comparative  statement  of 195 

expenditures  and  unexpended  balances 704 

for  mail  transportation  service 192 

post-offices 87 

Third  Assistant's  Office _. 687 

Arrests... 20-802 

by  post-office  inspectors 818 

Assets  and  liabilities •- 954 

Assistant  Attorney-General,  duties  of  office 87 

printing  and  binding  opinions  of 41 

reportof 85 

Auditor's  office,  outstanding  indebtedness 828 

postal  accounts _ 826 

suits  pending 830 

uselesspapers 827 

work  of. 823 

report  to  the  Postmaster-General 845 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 821 

Bad  debts - 686 

Bags,  mail,  number  in  use _ 188 

"B"  cases,  complaints  received  and  investigated 812 

Blanks  and  books 127 

issue  of,  by  supply  division .^. 185 

Bonddivision .*. 791 

amountof  work 795 

records 798 

reports 794 

Bonding  operations,  magnitude  of 19 

Bonds  for  money-order  clerks  urged 11 

from  all  who  handle  money _ 22 

of  post-office  clerks 22,38,77,89,144 

Boycotting  postmasters _ 168 

Brasa-lock  exchanges 694 

Building  for  supply  division 185 

Buildings.  Government  ownership  of 10 

rental  of 10 

Burglaries,  money-order  funds  lost  by 141 

of  post-offices 800 

Burglary,  claims  for  losses  by 39, 42 

Burning  of  post-offices - 800 

963 


964  INDEX. 


Bnfiiness  depression  cause  of  deficit 5 

lao'ge  increase  of  unprofitable 7 

Cable-car  service 15,180,339,348 

Cable  lines SOT 

Canceling  ink  and  pads - 130-131 

machines 80 

Cars,  independent  motor  service 181 

railroad  post-office  increase,  cost  of 179 

railway  post-office 185 

trolley  service 181 

Case  examinations 182,490 

Casualties _.  182,490,512 

in  foreign  mail  service 564 

"C"  cases,  number  of,  referred  for  investigation 814 

Central  and  South  American  mails 506 

Charitable  institutions,  dead  mail  matter  g[iven  to 155 

Chief  post-office  inspector,  disposition  of  miscellaneous  cases 815 

City  distribution 506 

Civil  service  boards  in  Railway  Mail  Service 88,496 

Claims  on  account  of  losses  by  fire,  burglary,  etc 42 

Classification  division,  work  of 093 

of  clerks  in  post-offices 84 

Clerk  hire  balances  available  for  increases 82 

separating 82 

Clerks  in  post-offices 88 

bonding  of 22,38,144 

classification  act  _._ 89 

classification  of 84 

Clerks ,  rail  way  post-office 185 

Collection  and  distribution  wagons 178 

by  suits 829 

Commissions  issued 794 

Compensation  and  classification  of  postxnasters 9 

Complaints  received  and  result  of  investigations,  ordinary  letters 816 

Congress,  Universal  Postal  Union 23 

ConsoUdation  of  post-offices 8,76,80 

repeal  of  reslaictive  legislation  recommended. .  _  9 

**  Continuance  offense/'  theft  by  railway  postal  clerks 805 

**  Continuous  offense  "  law  should  be  provided 81 

Contracts  for  pouches  and  sacks _ 186 

Correspondence  division 168 
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